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Dr.      CAMPBELL*. 


DR.  John  Campbell,  an  eminent  hiftorical,  biogra 
phical,  and  political  writer  of  the  prefent  century,  was 
a  native  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 
and  born  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1707-8.  His  father  was  Robert  Campbell  of  Glenlyon,  Efq; 
and  captain  of  horfe  In  a  regiment  commanded  by  the  then  earl 
of  Hyndford ;  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth,  was  the  daughter  of 

Smith,  Efq;  of  Windfor,  in  Berkfliire  f .     Our  author 

was  their  fourth  fon  ;  and,  at   the  age  of  five  years,   he  wa?5 
brought  by  Mrs.  Campbell  to  Windfor,  from  Scotland,  which 

•  This  life  is  eifra£ted  from  the  new  ediJon  of  the  Biographia  Britan. 
KICA,  written  by  Dr.  Kipi'IS,  Dr.  Towers,  &c. 

f  The  Campbells  of  Glenlyon  are  a  branch  of  the  noble  houfe  of  Breadalbane, 
of  which  a  diftinfl  account  m<iy  he  feen  in  Nifbet's  and  Douglas's  Peerages.  F.  r 
information  concerning  the  refpc^able  family  of  the  Smiths  of  Windfor,  rcconrfe 
may  be  had  to  Afhmole's  Antiquities  of  Beikfhire,  and  to  N°.  5800,  a  book  or 
Heraldry,  in  folio,  in  the  Britifti  Mufeiim.  Mrs.  Campbell  likewife,  and  coni<- 
quently  our  author,  had  the  honour  of  claiming  a  defcenc  from  the  famous  poet. 
Waller. 
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country  he  never  faw  afterwards.  It  was  at  Windfor  that  he 
is  fuppofed  to  have  received  the  firft  principles  of  his  education, 

under  the  direction  and  patronage  of  his  uncle, Smith, , 

Efq;  of  that  place.  At  a  proper  age,  he  was  placed  out  as  a 
clerk  to  an  attorney,  being  intended  for  the  law  5  but  whether 
it  was  that  his  genius  could  not  be  confined  to  that  dry  ftudy, 
or  to  whatever  caufes  befides  it  might  be  owing,  it  is  certain 
that  he  did  not  purfue  the  line  of  his  original  defignation  : 
neither  did  he  engage  in  any  other  particular  profeffion,  unlefs 
that  of  an  author  Ihould  be  confidered  in  this  light.  One  thing 
wc  are  fure  of,  that  he  did  not  fpend  his  time  in  idlenefs  and 
diffipation,  but  in  fuch  a  clofe  application  to  the  acquifition  of 
knowledge  of  various  kinds,  as  foon  enabled  him  to  appear 
with  great  advantage  in  the  literary  world.  "What  fraaller 
pieces  might  be  written  by  Mr.  Campbell,  in  the  early  part  of 
his  life,  we  are  not  capable  of  afcertaining ;  but  we  know  that. 
In  1736,  before  he  had  completed  his  thirtieth  year,  he  gave 
to  the  public,  in  two  volumes  folio,  "  The  Military  Hiftory  of 
Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  comprehending 
the  Hiftory  of  both  thofe  illuftrious  perfons,  to  the  time  of  their 
deceafc."  This  performance  was  enriched  with  maps,  plans, 
and  cuts,  by  the  beft  hands,  and  particularly  by  the  ingenious 
Claude  du  Bofc.  The  reputation  hence  acquired  by  our  author, 
occafioned  him  foon  after  to  be  folicited  to  take  a  part  in  the 
*'  Ancient  Univerfal  Hiftory,"  a  work  of  great  merit,  as  well 
as  magnitude,  though  drawn  up  with  fomething  of  that  inequa- 
lity which  is  almoft  unavoidable,  when  a  number  of  perfons  are 
engaged  in  carrying  on  the  fame  undertaking.  This  hiftory 
was  pubhftied  at  firft,  we  believe,  periodically  ;  and  five  volumes 
of  it,  in  folio,  were  completed  in  1740.  The  fixth  volume  was 
finiftied  in  1742,  and  the  fe\enth  in  1744.  A  fecond  edition 
of  it,  in  o£lavo,  began  to  be  publiftied  in  1747,  and  was  carried 
on  monthly,  with  uncommon  fuccefs,  till  the  whole  was  con- 
cluded in  twenty  volu-mes.  For  what  parts  of  it  the  Republic 
of  Letters  was  more  immediately  indebted  to  Mr.  Campbell,  it 
is  not  in  our  power  to  determine,  excepting  that  he  is  under- 
ftood  to  have  been  the  writer  of  the  Cofmogony,  which  affords 
a  diftinguiflied  proof  of  his  cxtenfive  acquaintance  with  the 
fyftems  of  the  ancient  philofophers.     Whilft  our  author  was 
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employed  in  tliis  capital  work,  he  found  leifure  to  entertain  the 
world  with  other  produ£lions.     In  i'j29>  ^^  published   "  The 
Travels  and  Adventures  of  Edward  Brown,  Efq;"  a  book  that 
was  fo  well  received  as  to  call  for  -Another  edition.    In  the  fame 
year  appeared  his  "  Memoirs  of  the  Bafhaw  Duke  de  Riperda/* 
whick  were  reprinted   with   improvements,   in    1740.     Thefe 
MeflSoirs  were  followed,  in  1741,  by  the  "  Concife  Hiftory  of 
SpSnifh  America,"  a  fecond  edition  of  which,  if  wc  recolledl 
aright,  came  out  in  1756.     In  1742,  he  was  the  author  of"  A 
Letter  to  a  Friend  in  the  country,  on  the  publication  of  Thur- 
loe's  State  Papers  •,"  giving  an  account  of  their  difcovery,  im- 
portance, and  utility.     The  fame  year  was  difiiinguifhed  by  the 
appearance  of  the  firft  and  fecond  volumes  of  his  **  Lives  of  the 
Englifh  Admirals,  and  other  eminent  Britifli  Seamen."     The 
two  remaining  volumes  were  compleated  in    1744;   and  the 
whole,  not  long  after,  was  tranflated  into  German.     This,  wc 
believe,  was  the  firft  of  Mr.  Campbell's  works  to  which  he 
prefixed  his  name ;  and,  indeed,  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  afliam- 
ed  of  fo  doing,  for  it  is  a  performance  of  great  and  acknow- 
ledged merit.     The  good  reception  it  met  with,  was  evidenced 
in  its  pafling  through  three  editions  in  his  own  life-time;  and 
two  more,  befides  the  prefent  one,  have  lately  been  given  to  the 
public,  under  the  infpeclion  of  Dr.  Berkenhout,     When  our 
author  had  finiflicd  the  third  edition,  which  is  more  corre£l 
and  complete  than  the  former  ones,  he  thus  wrote  to  his  inge- 
nious and  worthy  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall :  "  I  am  certain 
the  Lives  of  the  Admirals  cofl  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  and 
I  can  with  great  veracity  affirm,  that  they  contain  nothing  but 
my  real  fentiments,  ariling  from   as  iir'iOi  an  inquiry  into  the 
matters  which  they  relate,  as  was  in  my  power."     In  1743,  he 
publilhed  a  very   curious  and  entertaining   pamphlet,   called 
"  Hermippus  Revived  •,"  a  fecond  edition  of   which,  much 
improved  and  enlarged,  came  out  in  1 749,  under  the  following 
title  :  •♦  Hermippus  Redivivus  :  or,  the  Sage's  Triumph  over 
Old  Age  and  the  Grave.     Wherein  a  method  is  laid  down  for 
prolonging  the  life  and  vigour  of  man.     Including  a  commen- 
tary upon  an  aucient  infcription,  in  which  this  great  fecret  is 
revealed  i  fupported  by  numerous  aTithorities.     The  whole  i.;- 
lerfpcrfed  with  a  great  variety  of  remarkable  and  well-attefted 
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relations."  This  extraordinary  tra6l  had  its  orig!n  in  a  foreign 
publication*;  but  it  was  wrought  up  to  perfedion  by  the  ad- 
ditional ingenuity  and  learning  of  Mr.  Campbell,  and  was 
founded  on  the  following  infcription,  faid  to  be  preferved  in 
Reinefius's  Supplen^ent  to  Gruter : 

^SCULAPIO    ET    SANITATI 

L.    CLODIUS    HERMIPPUS 

QJJl    VIXIT    ANNOS    CXV.    DIES    V. 

PUELLARUM    ANHELITU, 

QJJOD    ETIAM    POST    MORTEM 

E  J  U  S 

NON    PARUM    MIRANTUR    PHYSICl. 

JAM     POSTERI     SIC     VITAM     DUCITE. 

From  the  circumftance  here  mentioned,  which  is  reprefent- 
ed  as  having  been  the  means  of  prolonging  the  life  of  Hermip- 
pus  to  fo  great  an  'age,  the  author  raifes  an  hypothefis,  and 
fupports  it  in  an  admirable  ftrain  of  grave  irony,  concerning 
the  falutary  nature  of  the  breath  of  young  perfons,  efpecial- 
ly  girls  and  young  women.  Befides  this,  he  digreiTes  largely 
concerning  the  hermetic  philofophers  and  their  univerfal  medi- 
cine; and  relates  a  variety  of  flories  concerning  them,  which 
are  excellently  calculated,  not  only  to  amufe  bis  readers,  but 
aliiaoft  to  deceive  thofe  who  are  not  fufiiciently  aware  of  his  in- 
tention, and  whofe  judgments  are  not  matured.  The  writer  of 
this  article  well  remembers,  that,  having  read  the  *<  Hermjppus 
Redivivus,"  in  his  youth,  fuch  an  imprefhon  was  made  by  it 
vipon  his  imagination,  that,  though  his  underftanding  was  not 
convinced,  or  his  belief  engaged,  by  the  reafonings  and  facts 
contained  in  ir,  he  feemed  for  two  or  three  days  to  be  in  a  kind 
of  Fairy-land.     Dr.  Mackenzie,  a  phyfician  at  Worcefter,  and 

*  This  publicatii-n  apperired  at  Coblentz,  in  the  bcpinnini^  of  the  year  1743, 
and  was  entitled  T'ermii'Pus  Redivivus,  Jive  exenilatio  fhyfico  medica  cur'wfa, 
de  methodo  rata  ad  c  xv.  a/tnos  propaganda,  fenedutis  per  anhdlturn  pue  liar  urn,  ex 
■veUrt  monumento  Romano,  de  prompta,  nunc  art'ts  mediae  fundamenlis  ftiibilhci,  ir 
Tat'wn'ibus  atque  exernplis,  necnon  fm^ulari  chymix  philofophicie  paradoxo  illiiftrata  & 
ctinfirmata.  Autare  "Jo.  Hen.  Cohaujen,  M.  D.  i.  e.  '  Hermippus  Revived,  o)  a 
curioui  Phyfico-mcJical  Didcrtation  on  an  uncommon  method  of  prolonging  hu- 
man life  to  one  hundred  and  fittten  years,  by  means  of  the  breath  of  youngs  wo- 
men, copied  from  an  ancient  Roman  monument,  now  eftablifhed  on  a  phyfical 
bafis,  by  arguments  and  examples,  and  illuftratcd  and  confirmed  by  a  very  fin^u- 
lar  paraJdx  in  thymicol  pLilofopby,*     By  Dr.  Cohiiifea  qI  Cob'xniz. 
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author  of  a  Treatife  on  Health,  is  faid  to  have  viewed  Mr. 
Campbell's  book  in  a  ferious  light ;  and  to  have  been  fo  far  in- 
fluenced by  it,  that  he  went  and  Uved  fome  time  at  a  female 
boarding-fchool,  for  the  benefit  of  receiving  the  falutary  effedts 
arifing  from  the  breath  of  the  young  ladies.  Mr.  ThicknefTe, 
in  a  late  performance,  hath  gravely  adopted  the  fyftem  of  t!,e 
"  Hermippus  Redivivus."  It  had  been  aflerted,  that  Monf. 
Bayle  alone  poflefled  the  faculty  of  treating  at  large  upon  a 
difficult  fubjedl,  without  difcovering  to  which  fjde  his  own  fen- 
timents  leaned,  and  that  his  acquaintance  with  uncommon 
books  extended  farther  than  that  of  any  other  man.  The 
Hermippus  was  an  eflay  to  (hew,  that  fuch  a  mode  of  writing, 
and  fuch  a  fpecies  of  literature  were  not  confined  to  Monf. 
Bayle.  This,  as  our  author  himfelf  long  afterwards  informed 
.Mr.  Hall,  was  the  true  key  to  the  book.  In  1756,  a  tranflation 
of  it  into  Italian  was  publifhed  at  Leghorn:  in  the  introdu6lory 
preface  to  which,  high  commendations  are  beftowed  upon  the 
Hermippus  Redivivus. 

The  fmaller  pieces  written  by  Mr.  Campbell  were  only  an 
occafional  amufemcnt  to  him,  and  never  interrupted  the  courfe 
of  the  great  works  in  which  he  was  engaged.  In  1744,  he  gave 
to  the  public,  in  two  volumes,  folio,  his  Voyages  and  Travels, 
on  Dr.  Harris's  plan,  being  a  very  diffcinguiihed  improvement 
of  that  gentleman's  colledlion,  which  had  appeared  in  1705. 
So  well  was  this  publication  of  our  author  received,  that  a  new 
edition  was  foon  called  for,  which  came  out  in  numbei-s,  and 
was  finiflied  in  1749.  The  work  contains  all  the  circumnavi- 
gators from  the  time  of  Columbus  to  Lord  Anfon  ;  a  complete 
hiflory  of  the  Eafl  Indies ;  hiflorical  details  of  the  feveral  at- 
tempts made  for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-eaft  and  north-wefl 
pafl'ages-,  the  Commercial  Hiftory  cf  Corea  and  Japan;  the 
Ruffian  difcoveries  by  land  and  fea ;  a  diftin£l  account  of  the 
Spanifh,  Portuguefe,  Britilh,  French,  Dutch,  and  Danifh  fet- 
tlements  in  America  ;  with  other  pieces  not  to  be  found  in  any 
former  colle£lion.  The  whole  was  conduced  with  eminent 
Ikill  and  judgment,  and  the  preface  is  acknowledged  to  be  a 
mafler-piece  of  compofition  and  information.  The  time  and 
care  employed  by  Mr.  Campbell  in  this  important  undertaking, 
did  not  prevent  his  engaging  in  another  great  work,  with  regard 
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to  which  we  have  reafon  to  record  his  learned  labours  with 
particular  pleafure.  The  work  we  mean  is  the  "  Biographia 
Brltannica,"  which  began  to  be  publiflied  in  weekly  numbers  in 
1745,  and  the  fit  ft  volume  of  which  was  completed  in  1746, 
as  was  the  fecond  in  1748.  By  one  of  thofe  revolutions  to 
which  the  beft  defigns  are  fubje£t,  the  public  attention  to  the 
Biographia  feemed  to  flag,  when  about  two  volumes  had  been 
printed  j  but  this  attention  was  foon  revived  by  the  very  high 
encomium  that  was  pafled  upon  it  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Weft,  at  the 
clofe  of  his  poem  on  Education  ;  from  Avhich  time  the  under- 
taking was  carried  on  with  increafing  reputation  and  fuccefs. 
We  need  not  fay,  that  its  reputation  and  fuccefs  were  greatly 
owing  to  our  author.  It  is  no  difparagement  to  the  abilities 
and  learning  of  his  coadjutors  to  aflert,  that  his  articles  confti- 
tute  the  prime  merit  of  the  four  volumes  through  which  they 
extend.  He  was  not  fatisfied  with  giving  a  cold  narration  of 
the  perfonal  circumftances  relative  to  the  eminent  men  whofc 
lives  he  drew  up,  but  was  ambitious  of  entering  into  fuch  a  co- 
pious and  critical  difcuflion  of  their  a£lions  or  writings,  as 
fliould  render  the  Biographia  Eritannica  a  nioft  valuable  repo- 
£tory  of  hiftorical  and  literary  knowledge.  This  end  he  has 
admirably  accomplifiaed,  and  herein  hath  left  an  excellent  ex- 
ample to  his  fucccfibrs.  We  have  formerly  mentioned,  that  he 
received  the  thanks  of  John,  the  fifth  Earl  of  Orrery,  "  in  the 
name  of  all  the  Boyles,  for  the  honour  he  had  done  to  them, 
and  to  his  own  judgment,  by  placing  the  family  in  fuch  a  light 
as  to  give  a  fpirit  of  emulation  to  thofe  who  were  hereafter  to 
inherit  the  title."  The  ingenious  Mr.  Walpole,  fpeaking  of 
the  Campbells,  Earls  of  Argyle,  adds,  "  It  is  totally  unnecefTary 
for  me  to  enter  into  their  chara^crs,  that  tafk  having  been  fo 
fully  performed  by  one  who  wears  the  honour  of  their  name, 
and  who,  it  is  no  compliment  to  fay,  is  one  of  the  ableft  and 
moil  beautiful  writers  of  this  country."  The  like  encomium 
might  be  extended  to  many  other  articles,  fcvcral  of  which  are 
fo  uniformly  complete,  and  fo  highly  fmiftied,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  afcertain  where  the  preference  ought  to  be  given.  Were 
we,  liowever,  to  fele^i:  any  fingle  life  from  the  reft,  we  fhoulU 
fay,  that  the  account  of  Roger  Bacon  alone  would  be  fufficient 
to  procure  for  our  author  no  fmall  degree  of  reputation.     One 

thing 
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thing  by  which  he  is  peculiarly  diftinguifhed,  is  the  candour 
difplayed  by  him  with  refpedt  to  tnofe  perfons  from  whom  he 
moft  differed  in  religious  and  political  opinions.  After  he  had 
written  the  Lives  of  the  Calamys,  he  was  waited  upon  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Edmund  Calamy,  to  thank  him  for  thofe  arti- 
cles, and  efpecially  for  the  juftice  done  to  his  great-grandfather, 
the  firfl;  divine  of  that  family.  Mr.  Calamy  was  even  furprifed 
to  find  that  Mr.  Campbell  was  a  member  of  the  church  of 
England  ;  and  dill  more  fo,  when  he  learned  that  our  biogra- 
pher had  undertaken  the  articles  of  Mr.  Baxter  and  Dr.  Conant, 
on  purpofe  to  prevent  their  falling  into  hands  that  niight  not 
equally  be  difpofed  to  pay  the  teftimony  due  to  their  refpedlive 
merits.  Indeed,  our  author  has  been  charged  with  an  excefs 
of  candour,  in  fome  of  the  accounts  given  in  the  Biographia. 
But  if,  in  a  few  inftances,  there  fhould  appear  to  be  any  ground 
for  this  charge,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  his  error  never 
proceeded  from  any  intention  to  flatter  or  deceive,  but  from 
the  amiable  benevolence  of  his  heart,  and  from  his  readinefs  to 
difcern,  and  to  acknowledge,  the  talents  and  the  worthinefs  of 
men  who  were  of  the  moft  oppofite  principles  and  parties.  It 
ought,  alfo,  to  be  remembered,  that  his  candour  was  not  un- 
frequently  the  refult  of  fuperior  knowledge ;  and  that  it  led 
him  into  difquifitions,  which  tended  to  throw  new  light  on 
characters  and  actions. 

When  the  late  Mr.  Ptobert  Dodfley  formed  the  defign  of 
that  ufeful  book,  "  The  Preceptor,"  which  appeared  in  1748, 
Mr.  Campbell  was  one  of  the  ingenious  gentlemen  applied  to, 
to  aflift  in  the  undertaking ;  and  the  parts  written  by  him  were 
the  introdudlion  to  chronology,  and  the  difcourfe  on  trade  and 
commerce,  both  of  which  difplayed  an  extenfive  fund  of  know- 
ledge upon  thefe  fubje£ls.  In  1750,  he  publifhed  the  firfl:  fe- 
parate  edition  of  his  "  Prefent  State  of  Europe  ;"  a  work  which 
had  been  originally  begun  in  1746,  in  the  ♦♦  Mufeum,"  a  very 
valuable  periodical  performance,  printed  fcrMr.  Dodfley.  There 
is  no  produdlion  of  our  author's  that  hath  met  with  a  better  re- 
ception. It  has  gone  through  fix  editions,  and  fully  hath  it 
deferved  this  encouragement;  for  it  is  not  eafy  to  find  a  book 
which,  in  fuch  a  moderate  compafs,  contains  fo  much  hiftorical 
and  political  information.     The  pcrfpicuity,  the  good  fenfe, 
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and  the  fagaclty  with  which  it  is  written,  will  ever  command 
attention  and  admiration,  even  though  fome  of  Mr.  Campbell's 
corije(Stures   and  reafonings  concerning   the   future  views  and 
interefts  of  the  European  powers,  fhould  happen  to  be  over- 
turned by  the  late  furprifing  revolutions  in  the  politics  of  the- 
world.     In  fuch  high  eftiniation  was  ♦*  The  Prefent  State  of 
Europe"  held  abroad,  that  the  Count  de  Gifors,  one  of  the  mofl: 
amiable  young  noblemen  of  his  time,  and  only  fon  to  the  Mar- 
flial  Duke  de  Belleifle,  learned  Englifli,  when  at  Copenhagen, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  read  it.     The  next  great  undertaking 
which  called  for  the   exertion  of   our  author's  abilities  and 
learning,  was  "  The  Modern  Univerfal  Hiftory."     This  exten- 
five  work  was  publifhed,  from  time  to  time,  in  detached  parts, 
till  it  amounted  to  fixteen  volumes  folio  ;  and  a  fecond  edition 
of  it,  in  oftavo,  began  to  make  its  appearance  in  1759.     The 
parts  of  it  written  by  Mr.  Campbell,  were  the  hiftories  of  the 
Portuguefe,   Dutch,   Spanifli,    French,  Swedilh,  Danifli,  and 
Oftend  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  the  hiftories  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Spain,  Portugal,  Algarve,  Navarre,  and  that  of 
France  from  Clovis  to  the  year  .1656.     It  may,  without  con- 
troverfy,  be  aflerted,  that  thefe  parts  of  "  The  Modern  Univer- 
fal Hiftory,"  muft  be  reckoned  among  fome  of  its  brighteft  or- 
naments.    As  our  author  had  thus  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  the 
literary  world,  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was   very  properly  and 
honourably  conferred  upon  him,  on  the  i8th  of  June,  1754, 
by  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow.     With  regard   to  his  fmaller 
publications,  there  are  feveral,  we  apprehend,  that  have  eluded 
our  moft  diligent  inquiry.    The  following  is  an  account  of  all 
that  have  come  to  our  knowledge  : 

In  early  life,  he  wrote  a  little  piece,  intitled,  "  A  Dlfcourfc 
on  Providence,"  8vo.  the  third  edition  of  which  was  printed  in 
1748.  He  publiftied  in  1746,  *'  The  Sentiments  of  a  Dutch 
Patriot.  Being  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  V.  H***n,  in  an  auguft 
Assembly  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  aff'airs,  and  the  refolution 
neceftary  at  this  juncture  to  be  taken  for  the  fafety  of  the  Re- 
public." The  hiftory  of  this  tradl:,  the  defign  of  which  was  to 
expofe  the  temporizing  policy  of  the  States  of  Holland,  is  fome- 
what  amufing.  His  amanuenfis,  when  he  was  going  to  write 
the  pamphlet,  having  difappointed  him,  he  requefted,  after  tea 
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in  the  afternoon,  that  Mrs.  Campbell,  when  flic  had  crderecf  a 
good  fire  to  be  made,  would  retire  to  bed  as  foon  as  poffible» 
with  the  fervants ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  leave  him  four  ounces 
bf  coffee.  This  was  done,  and  he  wrote  till  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  when  finding  his  fpirits  flag,  he  took  two  ounces.  With 
this  affiftance,  he  went  on  till  fix  in  the  morning,  when  again 
beginning  to  grow  weary,  he  drank  the  remainder  of  the  cof- 
fee. Hence  he  was  enabled  to  proceed  with  frefii  vigour,  till 
nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  finiilied  the 
pamphlet,  which  had  a  great  run,  and  was  productive  of  con- 
fiderable  profit.  Mr.  Campbell  having  fucceeded  fo  well  in  a 
performance  hafiily  written,  expcif^ed  much  greater  fuccefsirom 
another  work,  about  which  he  had  taken  extraordinary  pains, 
and  which  had  cofi:  him  a  long  time  in  compofing.  But  when 
it  came  to  be  publifiied,  it  fcarcely  paid  the  expcnce  of  advertif- 
ing.  Some  years  afterwards,  a  book  in  French  was  bi  ought  to 
him,  that  had  been  tranflated  from  the  German  ;  and  he  was 
alked,  whether  4  tranilationof  it  into  Englidi  would  rot  be 
likely  to  be  acceptable.  Upon  examining  it,  he  found  that  ic 
was  his  own  neglected  work,  which  had  made  its  way  into 
Germany,  and  had  there  been  tranflated  and  publifiied,  with- 
out any  acknowledgment  of  the  obligation  due  to  the  original, 
writer. 

In  1749,  he  printed,  in  o6lavo,  "  Occafional  Thoughts  on 
moral,  ferious,  and  religious  Subjcsfls."  In  1754,  he  was  the 
author  of  a  work,  intitled,  "  The  Rational  Amukment,  com- 
prehending a  colleQion  of  letters  on  a  great  variety  of  iubje£ls, 
interfperfed  with  efiays,  and  fome  little  pieces  of  humour," 
**  The  Shepherd  of  Banbury's  Rules,"  a  favourite  pamphlet 
with  the  common  people,  and  '«  The  hiftory  of  the  war  in  the 
Eafl  Indies,"  which  appeared  in  175?  or  1759,  under  the  name 
of  Mr.  "Watts,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  of  Mr.  Campbell's 
compoficion.  Upon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Paris,  our 
author  was  requefted  by  Lord  Bute,  to  take  fome  (hare  in  the 
vindication  of  that  peace.  Accordingly,  he  wrote  a  «<  De- 
fcription  and  Hiftory  of  the  new  Sugar  Illands  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies j"  the  defign  of  which  was  to  fhew  the  value  and  impor- 
tance of  the  neutral  iflands  that  had  been  ceded  to  us  by  the 
French.     As  his  book  was  to  be  prefented  to  the  King,  he  was 
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defired  to  Write  a  dedication  to  his  Majcfty ;  which  he  wifhcd  to 
decline,  becaufe  he  had   hitherto  avoided  all   political  difputes, 
»nd  becaufe  his  earlier  attachments  and  fentiments  had  not  led. 
him  to  pay  his  devoirs  to  the  Court  of  St.  James's.     However^ 
it  was  at  length  determined,  that  he  fliould  prefcnt  the  dedica- 
tion in  manufcript.      The  following  is  a  copy  of  it : 
To  the  King's  moft  facred  Majefty, 
This  little  Work, 
"Grndertaken  by  his  Royal  Commands,  < 
and  honoured  by  his  gracious  Approbation, 
is  humbly  infcribed  by 
His  Majefty's  moil  dutiful  Subject,, 
and  obliged  Servants 
That  Peace, 
Which  your  Majcfty's  Goodnefs  and  Wifdom 
have  given  to  this  Nation, 
is  here  ihewn  to  be  adequate 
to  the  refloring  her  exhauiled  Wealth, 
to  the  extenfion  of  her  Commerce, 
through  dominions  fhe  hath  power  to  keep,, 
and  isinadequate  only 
in  the  eye  of 
Faction. 
.In'  r772,  he  printed,  in  4to,  <«  A  Treatife  upon  the  Tr^Hle: 
of  Great  Britain  to  America," 

His  lafi:  grand  work  was  *'  A  Political  Survey  of  Britain  j 
being  a  feries  of  rcflecSlions  on  the  fituation,  lands,  inhabitants,, 
revenues,  colonies,  and  commerce  of  this  ifland.  Intended  to 
iliew,  that  they  have  not  as  yet  approached  near  the  fummit  of 
irnprovementj  hut  that  it  will  afford  employment  to  many  ge» 
nerations,  before  they  pulh  to  their  utmoft  extent  the  natural 
sdvantages  of  Great  Britain."  This  work,  which  was  publiflied 
in  I774j  in  two  volumes,  royal  quarto,  cofl:  Dr.  Campbell  many 
years  of  attention,  ftudy  and  labour.  As  it  was  his  lad,  fo  it 
feems  to  h^ve  been  his  favourite  production,  upon  which  he 
intended  to  erecl  a  durable  nionuiijent  of  his  fmcere  and  ardent 
love  to  his  country.  A  more  truly  patriotic  publication  never 
appeared  in  the  Englifli  la;Tgu:^ge.  The  variety  of  informatioa 
it  contains  is  prodigious  j  and  there  is  no  book  that  better  de- 
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■ferves  the  clofe  and  conftant  fludy  of  the  politician,  thefenator, 
the  gentleman,  the  nierchant,  the  manufa(Sturer ;  iu  llioit,  of 
every  one  who  has  it  in  any  degree  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  interefl:  and  welfare  of  Great  Britain.  An  afliduous  purfuic 
of  the  numerous  hints  and  plans  of  improvement  fuggeiled  by 
our  worthy  author,  would,  perhaps,  be  the  only  effedual  me- 
thod of  preferving  and  continuing  the  profperity  of  this  iflnnd, 
amidft  that  combination  of  enemies  and  misfortunes,  with 
•which  flie  is  at  prefent  Turrounded,  As  the  *' Political  Sur- 
"vey"  is  fo  excellent  both  in  its  defign  and  execution,  It  is  not 
furprifmg  that  Dr.  Campbell  ihould  receive  the  highefc  telH- 
monies  in  com.mendation  of  it,  and  that  it  fiiould  engage  him 
in  a  very  extenllve  correfpondence.  The  correfpondence  occa- 
■fioned  by  it  was,  indeed,  fo  great,  that  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hall, 
dated  July  21,  1774,  he  informed  his  friend,  that  it  had  ab- 
forbed  a  rheam  of  papei" ;  and  that  he  was  about  to  begin  upon 
another  rheam,  which  would  probably  fhare  the  fame  fate. 

In  the  account  which  has  been  given  of  Dr.  Campbell's  writ- 
ings, we  have  mentioned  fome  of  the  encomiums  that  have 
been  pafled  upon  his  literary  merit.  Several  others  might  be 
added;  but  we  (liall  content  ourfelves  with  producing  one  or 
two,  that  happen  to  be  at  hand.  Dr.  Smollet,  when  doinc? 
juftice  to  the  eminent  writers  who  adorned  the  reign  of  King 
George  the  Second,  fliys,  <'  Nor  let  us  forget  the  merit  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  works  of  Campbell,  remarkable  for  candour,  intel- 
ligence, and  precifion.""  The  author  of  the  '<  Account  of  the 
European  Settlements  in  America,"  which  common  fame  af- 
cribes  to  a  gentleman  of  the  molt  diftinguifhed  abilities  and 
chara£ler,  concludes  his  preface  with  the  following  pafTage  ; 
<«  Having  fpoken  perhaps  a  little  too  hardly  of  my  materials,  I 
muft  except  the  afliftance  I  have  had  from  the  judicious  collec- 
tion called  Harris's  Voyages.  There  are  not  many  finer  pieces 
than  the  Hiflory  of  Brazil  in  that  colledtion.  The  light  in 
which  the  author  fets  the  events  in  that  hiftory  is  fine  and  in- 
ftruftive  ;  an  uncommon  fpirit  prevails  through  it ;  and  his  re* 
marks  are  every  where  ftriking  and  deep.  The  little  fketch  I 
have  giv«n  in  the  part  of  Portuguefe  America,  if  it  has  any 
merit,  is  entirely  ckie  to  that  original — Where  I  differ  from 
h'ltn  in  any  refpeci,  It  is  with  deference  to  the  Judgment  of  a 
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writer,  to  whom  this  nation  is  much  obliged,  for  endeavouring 
every  where,  with  fo  much  good  fenfe  and  eloquence,  to  rouze 
that  fpirit  of  generous  enterprize,  that  can  alone  make  any  na- 
tion powerful  or  glorious.'-  Dr.  Campbell's  reputation  was  net 
confined  to  his  own  country,  byt  extended  to  the  remoteft  parts 
of  Europe.  As  a  flriking  inftance  of  this,  we  may  mention, 
that  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1774,  the  Empreis  of  Ruflia  was 
pleafed  to  honour  him  with  the  prefcnt  of  her  picfture,  drawn  ia 
the  robes  worn  in  that  country  in  the  days  of  John  Bafiliowitz, 
Grand  Duke  of  Mufcovy,  who  was  contemporary  with  Queen 
Eli?.abeih.  To  manifcil  the  Do6tor's  lenfe  of  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty's  gocdneff;,  a  fet  of  the  <*  Political  Survey  of  Britain," 
bound  in  Morocco,  highly  ornamented  and  accompanied  with  a 
letter  defcriptive  of  the  triumphs  and  felicities  of  her  reign, 
\vz5  forwarded  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  conveyed  into  the  hands 
of  that  great  Princefs,  by  Prince  Gregorio  Orloff,  who  had  re- 
iided  fome  months  in  this  kingdom.  The  Emprefs's  pidture, 
lince  the  death  of  our  author,  hath  been  prefented  by  bis  widow 
to  Lord  Macartney. 

JLjet  us  nov/  advert  a  little  to  Dr.  Campbell's  perfonal  hiftory. 
On  the  23d,  of  May,  1736,  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Vol?e,  of  Leominfter,  in  the  county  of  Hereford, 
gentleman,  with  which  Lady  he  lived  near  forty  years  in  tlie 
greateH:  conjugal  harmony  and  happinefs.  So  wholly  did  he 
dedicate  his  time  to  books,  that  he  feldom  went  abroad :  but  to 
relieve  himfelf,  as  much  as  pofuble,  from  the  inconveniencies 
incident  to  a  fedentary  life,  it  was  his  cuftom,  vyhen  the  weather 
■would  admit,  to  walk  in  his  garden  ;  or,  otherwife,  in  fom.e 
room  of  his  houfe,  by  way  of  exercife.  By  this  method,  united 
M'ith  the  ftritlefi:  temperance  in  eating,  and  an  equal  abftemi.- 
oufneii)  in  drinking,  he  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of  health,  though 
his  conflitution  was  delicate.  His  domeftic  manner  of  living 
did  not  preclude  him  from  a  very  extenfive  and  honourable  ac- 
cjuaintance.  His  houfe,  efpecially  on  a  Sunday  evening,  was 
the  refort  of  the  moft  diflinguiflied  perfons  of  all  ranks,  and 
particularly  of  fuch  as  bad  rendered  themfeives  eminent  by  their 
knowledge,  or  love  of  literature.  He  received  foreigners,  who 
were  fond  of  learning,  with  an  affability  and  kindnefs,  which 
elicited  i.'i  thea'i  :Iis  hig'icft   refpect  and  vcncri'.tion;  and  his 
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infl:rii£livc  and  chearful  converfation,  made  him  the  delight  of 
his  friends  in  jjeneral.  On  the  5th  of  March,  1765,  Dr.  Camp, 
bell  w  IS  appointed  his  Majefty^s  agent  for  the  province  of  Geor- 
gia, in  North  Anierica,  which  employment  he  held  till  his  de- 
<;eafe.  His  laft  illnefs  was  a  decline,  the  confequence  of  a  life 
devoted  to  fevere  ftudy,  and  which  refifted  every  attempt  for 
his  relief  that  the  moft  llcilful  in  the  medical  fcience  could  de- 
Tife.  By  this  illnefs  he  was  carried  off,  at  his  houfe  in  Queen- 
Square,  Ormond-Street,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1775,  when 
he  had  nearly  completed  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  His 
end  was  tranquil  and  eafy,  and  he  preferved  the  full  ufe  of  all 
his  faculties  to  the  lateft  moment  of  his  life.  On  the  4th  of  Ja- 
nuary follov/ing  his  deceafe,  he  was  interred  in  the  New  Burying 
Ground,  behind  the  Foundling Hofpital,  belonging  to  the  parilh 
of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  where  a  monument,  with  a  plain  and 
modeft  infcription,  hath  been  ere£led  to  his  memory.  Dr.  Camp- 
bell had  by  his  Lady  feven  children,  one  of  whom  only  furvived 
him,  Anne,  who,  on  the  22d  of  Augufi:,  1763,  married  John 
Grant,  Efq;  of  Lovat,  near  Invernefs,  in  North  Britain,  then 
Captain  in  the  fifty-eighth  regiment  of  foot,  and  lately  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Commiilary  and  Paymafter  of  the  Royal  artillery  at  New 
York.  Mrs.  Grant,  who  was  a  woman  of  excellent  underfland- 
ing  and  tafire,  which  had  been  cultivated  under  her  father's  eye, 
and  who  was  poflciTed  of  the  moft  amiable  virtues,  died  at  New 
York,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1778,  in  the  thirty-feventh  year  of 
her  age.  Mr.  Grant  returning  fome  time  after  to  England,  de- 
parted this  life  at  Kenlington,  in  the  month  of  November  1780. 
Three  children,  left  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant,  are  now  under  the 
care  of  their  worthy  grandmother,  the  Do£lor's  widow,  and 
are  her  only  remaining  confolation. 

Dr.  Campbell's  literary  knowledge,  was  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  fubjedts  on  which  he  more  particularly  treated  as  an  au- 
thor. He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  mathematics,  and  had 
read  much  in  medicine.  It  hath  been  with  great  reafon  believed, 
that  if  he  had  dedicated  his  fludies  to  the  lad  fcience,  he  would 
have  made  a  very  confpicuous  figure  in  the  phyfical  profeflion. 
He  wais  eminently  verfed  in  the  different  parts  of  facred  liter- 
ature •,  and  his  acquaintance  with  the  languages  extended  not 
cnly  to  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  among  the  ancient,  and 
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to  the  Frencli,  Italian,  Spanifli,  Portuguefe,  and  Dutch,  among 
the  modern ;  but,  likewife,  to  the  Oriental  tongues.  He  was 
particularly  fond  of  the  Greek  language.  His  attainment  of 
fiich  a  variety  of  knowledge,  was  exceedingly  aflifted  by  a  me- 
mory furprifingly  retentive,  and  which,  indeed,  aftoniflied  every 
perfon  with  whom  he  was  converfant.  A  ftriking  inftance  of 
this  hath  been  given  by  the  honourable  Mr.  Daines  Barrington, 
in  his  traft,  intitled,  *'  The  Probability  of  reaching  the  North 
Pole  difcuffed  *."  In  communicating  his  ideas,  our  author  had 
sn  uncommon  readinefs  and  facility  ;  and  the  ftyle  of  his  works, 
which  had  been  formed  upon  the  model  of  that  of  the  celebrated 
Bifliop  Sprat,  was  perfpicuous,  eafy,  flov;ing,  and  harmonious. 
Should  it  be  thought  that  it  is  fometimes  rather  too  difiufive, 
it  will,  notwithftanding,  indubitably  be  allowed,  that  it  is,  in 
general,  very  elegant  and  beautiful. 

To  all  thefe  accompHfliments  of  the  underflanding,  Di^ 
Campbell  joined  the  more  important  virtues  of  a  moral  and 
pious  character.  His  difpoiition  was  gentle  and  humane,  and 
5iis  manners  kind  and  obliging.  He  was  the  tendereft  of  huf- 
bands,  a  moft  indulgent  parent,  a  kind  mafier,  a  firm  and  fin- 
^ere  friend.  To  his  great  Creator  he  paid  the  conftant  and  ar- 
dent tribute  of  devotion,  duty,  and  reverence;  and  in  his  cor- 
refpondences  he  fliewed,  that  a  fenfe  of  piety  was  always  neareft 
his  heart.  "  We  cannot,"  faid  he,  in  a  lettei*  to  Mr.  Hall, 
«<  too  much  infill:  on  the  neceflity  of  religion,  not  only  as  fe- 
curing  our  happinefs  hereafter,  but  as  the  only  fafe  and  certain 
rule  of  life,  and  ten  thoufand  times  preferable  to  the  modern 
notions  of  philofophy,  and  ties  of  honour.  I  may  with  great 
truth  fay,  that  the  Church  Catechifm  is  a  much  better  fyllem 
of  morals  than  Tully's  Offices.  There  are  many  fine  things  in 
thefe,  and  in  the  works  of  Seneca;  but,  in  my  judgment, 
none  that  equal,  either  in  fpirit  or  compofition,  fome  of  the 
Colleivs  in  our  Liturgy."     On  another  occafion,  he  wrote  to 


•  The  inftznce  mentioned  by  Mr.  Barrington,  regards  the  accuracy  whercwi.h 
Dr.  Campbell,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  years,  remembered  the  faf^s  related  to 
him  by  a  Dr.  D^illie,  cuicerning  a  voyage  towards  the  North  Pole  ;  in  which 
the  navigators,  amotig  whom  was  Dr.  Daillie  himfelf,  went  fo  far  as  to  the  88ik 
degree  of  north  latiuide  ;  and  might  eafily  have  proceeded  farther,  had  not  the 
capuin  thought  himfeif  obiiged,  Jjy  his  duty  in  other  refpefls,  to  return. 

the 
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the  fame  friend,  that  he  thought  there  was  more  good  fenfe, 
and  far  better  precepts  for  the  conduft  of  life,  in  the  Wifdom 
of  Solomon,  and  the  fon  of  Sirach,  than  in  all  the  Heathen 
Sages  put  together  ;  or  than  could  be  met  with  in  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke,  Mr.  Hume,  or  Voltaire,  It  was  our  author's  cuftom 
every  day,  to  read  one  or  more  portions  of  Scripture,  in  the  o- 
riginal,  with  the  ancient  verfions,  and  the  beft  commenta- 
tors before  him  ;  and  in  this  way,  as  appears  from  his  own  oc- 
cafional  notes  and  remarks,  he  v/cnt  through  the  Sacred  Wri- 
tings a  nuniber  of  times,  with  great  thankfulnefs  and  advan- 
tage. 

Such  was  Dr.  Campbell  as  a  writer  and  as  a  man.  By  his 
works  he  has  fecured  not  only  a  lafling  reputation,  but  rendered 
himfelf  highly  beneficial  to  the  public;  and  by  his  virtues,  he 
became  prepared  for  that  happy  immortality,  which  awaits  ali 
the  genuiue  followers  of  gpodnels. 
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ADMIRALS  2 

INCLUDING    A    NEW    AND    ACCURATE 

NAVAL      HISTORY, 

€    H    A    P.       XXIII. 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain  from  the 
acceffion  of  king  George  11,  to  the  end  of  the  war 
in  the  year  1763, 

KING  GEORGE  II.  afcended  the  throne  of  Great  A. D, 
Britain  in  the  year  1727,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  year  1727. 
of  his  age.  All  the  European  powers  were  now  at 
peace;  neverthelefs,  fon:ie  of  them  were  fo  little  fatislied  with 
the  terms  to  \yhich  neceiTity  had  compelled  them  to  accede,  that 
a  future  war  was  eaGly  forefeen.  The  late  king  had  engaged 
in  an  unnatural  alliance  with  Erance,  and,  under  a  pretence  of 
adjufting  the  balance  of  power,  had  burdened  the  nation  with 
fubfidies  to  Sweden  and  the  landgrave  of  Heffe-Caflel.  The 
emperor  Charles  VI.  for  whom  we  had  fo  lately  wrefted  Sicily 
from  the  Spaniards,  was  now  leagued  with  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid, and  the  political  fcheme  of  our  miniftry,  fome  time  before 
"the  death  of  George  I.  was  to  humble  this  very  emperor,  in 
Vx)L.  IV,  A  ?hofe 
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A.  D.  whofc  caufe  we  had  fo  lately  expended  fuch  fums  of  Britlfh 

^I'^l'  treafure. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  occurrences  which  are  the  immediate 
objects  of  a  naval  hiftory,  it  feems  neceffary  to  bring  the  reader 
acquainted  with  the  men  in  power  at  the  beginning  of  this  reign.  " 
Lord  Townfend  and  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  were  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  conduct  the  important  concern  of  foreign  negociations. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  is  allowed  to  have  poiTeffed  knowledge  and 
talents  equal  to  the  taflc.  As  to  the  latter,  he  was  certainly 
not  a  man  of  great  abilities  ;  but  he  had  diftinguifhed  himfcif  as 
a  fteady  and  indefatigable  friend  to  the  houfe  of  lianover,  and 
his  parliamentary  intereft  was  very  confiderable.  Lord  Carte- 
ret, though  not  oftenfibly  in  the  adrainiflration,  was  frequent- 
ly confuked,  and  his  advice  generally  followed.  He  was  a  man 
of  fome  genius  and  learning,  and,  having  been  much  abroad, 
was  fuppofed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  general  fyftem  of 
Europe.  The  interior  government  of  the  kingdom  was  princi- 
pally conducted  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  treafury,  and  leader  of  the  Whigs  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. He  was  well  verfed  in  the  niyftery  of  financing,  fund- 
ing, and  in  the  eltectual  application  of  money,  as  a  powerful 
engine  of  government.  He  fpoke  in  parliament,  though  not 
elegantly,  yet  with  eafe,  fluency,  and  perfuafion.  He  knew 
mankind,  and  on  that  knowledge  he  is  faid  to  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  uniform  plan  of  influence,  {o  very  agreeable 
to  fubfequent  parliaments,  and  {^o  indifpenfibly  ufeful  to  future 
mini  iters.  'Die  principal  fpeakers  in  the  oppofition  were  Sir 
"VViliiam  'Wyndham,  INIr.  Shippen,  Mr.  Hungerford,  and  Mr. 
Fultney. 

The  reader  hr.s  feen,  in  the  laft  page  of  the  preceding  volume, 
that  the  n?.vy  ot  England  was,  at  this  period,  exceedingly  for- 
midable. Our  chief  naval  commanders  who  were  at  this  time 
employeil,  v/ere  Sir  Charles  Wager,  Sir  John  Norris,  and  ad- 
miral Hofier  :  the  firft  commanded  a  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  fecond  in  the  Baltic,  and  the  third  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  he  died,  about  two  months  after  the  king's  acceflion. 
Sir  Charles  Wager  had  been  fent  to  fecure  Gibraltar,  then  be- 
fiegjd  by  the  Spaniards.  Ke  afterwards  continued  upon  the  coaft 
«f  Spo.in,  In  order  to  pcrfu^.de  tliat  nnrion,  by  the  tiJthua  ratio 
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Vfgiim,  if  neceiiiiry,  to  acquiefce  in  the  general  plan  of  peace  A.  D. 
to  which  the  other  confiderable  powers  had  already  acceded,  i?^^- 
Sir  John  Norris  had  been  fent  with  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic,  with 
a  delign  to  prote6l  Sweden  from  the  Czarina,  who  threatened 
that  country  with  an  invafion.  And  admiral  Holier  had  failed 
in  April  1726,  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in  order  to  block  up  the 
Spanifh  galleons,  and  thereby  prevent  that  treafure  from  being 
brought  to  Europe,  without  which,  it  was  imagined,  the  courts 
of  Vienna  atid  Madrid  could  not  profecute  the  war. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  Britifli  navy  at  the  acceffion  of 
George  IL  who,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  found  liis  king- 
dom at  peace  with  all  the  world.  No  immediate  change  was 
made,  either  of  minifters  or  meafures;  but,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  year,  lord  Torrington  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty,  and  the  earl  of  Weftmoreland  made  firft  lord  of 
trade  ^ 

A  new  parliament  was  called.  The  two  houfes  met  on  the  1728. 
twenty-third  day  of  January.  The  commons  unanimoufly 
chofe  for  their  fpeaker  Arthur  Onflow,  Eiq-,  member  for  the 
county  of  Surrey  ;  a  man  v/hofe  abilities  and  integrity  rendered 
him  Angularly  qualified  for  that  important  office.  The  king, 
in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  informed  his  parliament,  that  the 
difficulties,  which  had  hitherto  prevented  the  execution  of  the 
preliminaries  to  the  eflablifliment  of  a  general  peace,  were  now 
removed,  and  that  a  congrefs  would  foon  be  opened  for  that 
purpofe,  in  which  he  hoped  the  peace  of  Europe  would  be  ef- 
fedlually  fecured  •,  but  that  neverthelefs,  in  order  to  j^vevcnt  the 
poffibility  of  an  open  rupture,  it  was  necefTiry  to  continue  the  pre- 
parations for  war.  He  wifhed  that  fonie  fcheme  might  be  for-med 
for  the  increafe  and  fecurity  of  feamen,  that  they  n-iight  rather 
be  invited  than  compelled  into  the  f'ervice.  He  proa-.ifev!  eco- 
nomy as  foon  as  the  public  fafety  would  permit,  and  concluded 
his  fpeech,  asufual,  with  recommending  unanimity  and  difpatcii. 
The  two  houfes  prefented  moft  dutiful  addrcflcs  on  the  occa- 
fion.  They  voted  22,955  men  for  guards  and  g^.rrifons,  and 
15,000  feamen,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year.  They  granted 
231,0001.  for  the  maintenance  of  12, ceo  Hcflir.ns  ;  a  hibfidy 

»  Saiollet's  hifl.   3:!  edition,  '/->!.  vii.  p.  171. 
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A.  D.  of  50,000  1.  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  25,000!.  to  the  duii* 

1728.  of  Brunrwickb. 

The  congrefs,  which  met  at  Soiffons  to  eftablifh  peace,  having 
yet  determined  nothing,  the  fate  of  Europe  remained  fufpended. 
Spain  had  fecretly  fliook  hands  with  France,  and  was  now  allied 
to  Portugal  by  means  of  a  double  marriage  j  fhe  therefore  grew 
indifferent  as  to  peace  with  England.  She  continued  her  depre- 
dations on  our  commerce  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  our  fleet 
remained  ina6live  and  rotting,  and  our  faHors  perifhed  mifera- 
bly,  infulted  and  unrevenged. 

The  parliament  of  England  met,-  according  to  their  prorog*- 

17290  tion,  on  the  21  ft  of  January.  They  voted  15,000  feamen  for 
the  ferviee  of  the  year :  the  number  of  land-forces  was  alfo 
continued,  as  were  likewife  the  fubfidies  to  foreign-  princes. 
.  The  merchants  of  London,  Briftol,  and  Liverpool  prcfented 
petitions  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  complaining  of  the  repeat- 
ed injuries  they  had  fuftained  by  the  depredations  of  the  Spa- 
niards in  the  Weft  Indies ;  upon  which  the  houfe  ordered  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  to  produce  every  fimilar  memorial  which 
they  had  received  ;  and  they  addrefled  the  king,  praying,  that 
the  inftrudlions'and  letters  fent  to  admiral  Hoiler  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  in  command,  might  be  laid  before  them.  A  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe  took  this  important  affair  into  confideration^ 
and  after  examining  evidence,  and  amply  debating  the  matter, 
refolved,  that  the  Spaniards  had  violated  the  treaties  fubfifting 
between  the  two  crowns;  that  they  had  treated  the  crews  of  feve- 
ral  EngliOi  {hips  with  inhumanity  ;  that  the  inftructions  given  to 
admiral  Hofier,  to  feize  and  detain  the  Spanifti  galleons,  were 
juft  and  necefiary.  The  houfe  of  commons  then  addrefled  the 
king,  requefting  his  majefty  to  require  fatisfaotion  of  Spain  ; 
and  he  anfwered  them  by  a  promife  to  comply  with  their  re* 
queft*^. 

Meanwhile  the  houfe  of  lords  deliberated  on  the  pofitive 
demand  made  by  the  Catholic  king,  of  the  reftitution  of  Gibral- 
tar, founded  on  the  contents  of  a  letter  written  by  king  George  I. 
to  the  king  of  Spain.  P'rom  an  authentic  copy  of  this  letter,  it 
appeared,  that  his  late  majefty  had  actually  confented  to  this  re- 

b- SmoUet,  vol.  vli.  p.  173,  ^  Smollet,  p.  iBo, 
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fUtution.     Their  lordfiaips  then  refolved,    that  the  houfe  did  A.  IX 
firmly  rely,  that  his  majefty  would,  in  I'upport  of  the  honour  1729. 
and  trade  of  this  kingdom,  take  effectual  care  to  prefcrve  his 
undoubted  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca. 

The  year  1730  produced  nothing  worthy  the  attention  of  a  1730. 
naval  hiftorian.  The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  parliament,  which 
met  on  the  13th  of  January,  informed  them,  that  the  peace  of 
Europe  was  now  eftablifhed  by  a  treaty  concluded  at  .Seville  5 
that  the  uninterrupted  commerce  of  Great  Britain  was  reifored^ 
and  that  the  nation  wa^  to  be  amply  indemnified  far  the  Spanifli 
depredations  in  the  "Weft  Indies.  Neverthckis,  I  find,  that  oa 
the  2d  of  March,  i  73  i '^,  feveral  mafters  and  fallors  of  merchant- 
lliips,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  ^panifli  Guarda  Coflas, 
came  to  London  to  give  an  account  to  parliament  of  the  cruel 
treatment  they  had  received  from  the  Spaniards.  In  173^ 
the  houfe  of  commons  addrefled  the  king,  to  know  what  ia- 
tisfadtion  had  been  made  by  Spain  for  the  depredations  above- 
mentioned'^  :  and  by  his  majeily's  anfwer  it  appeared,,  that  tlie 
commilhoners  had  not  yet  made  their  report.  In  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  which  put  an  end  to  the  preceding  fefOon  of  parlia- 
mentj  the  nation  was  told,  that  all  difputes  with  foreign  powers 
were  fettled,  and  the  public  tranquillity  ettabliflied.  However, 
twelve  Ihips  of  the  line  were  put  into  commilTion,  and  prefs- 
warrants  were  ifTued  for  manning,  the  fleet.  Meanwhile  rear- 
admiral  Stewart  demanded  of  the  governors  of  Campeachv  and 
the  Havannah,  rcditution  for  three  ihips  plundered  by  Spanifli 
Guarda  Coltas.  In  conl'equence  of  this  peremptory  demand, 
one  of  the  Guarda  Coftas  was  fold  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and 
the  money  paid  to  the  South-Sea  fablers.  One  of  the  Spanifh 
governors  was  lent  home,  and  another  confined  in  the  caflle  of 
Cuba. 

That  we  may  in  feme  degree  prcTv.Tve  the  chain  of  fuch  pub-  ly^^- 
lic  events  as  are  connected,  ihough  indiredlly,  with  our  naval 
hiftory,  it  is  neceffary  to  inform  the  reader,  that,  in  the  year 
1733,  the  king  of  France   concluded  a  treaty  with  Spain  and 
Sardinia,  by  which  they  mutually  agreed  to  declare  war  againfl 

d  Gent",  Mag.  March,  17 31.  ^  Smollet'i  hid.  vol.  vii.  p.  ao?. 
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A.  D.  the  emperor.     Accordingly  a  war  in  Germany  and  in  Italy  im- 

1734'  mediately  commenced. 

In  1734  the  navy  of  England  confiRed  of  ninety-two  men  of 

'73  5*  war,  fixty  of  which  were  of  the  line.  In  the  following  year 
a  mifunderftanding,  on  a  frivolous  occafion,  happening  between 
the  courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  latter  applied  to  Great 
Britain  for  protection  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  Sir  John  Norris 
lailed  with  a  powerful  tleet,  and  arrived  at  Lifhon  on  the  ninth 
of  June,  where  he  was  joyfully  received  as  their  deliverer. 

Regardlefs  of  the  frequent  complaints  and  remonftrances  de- 
livered to  the  court  of  Spain  by  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at  Ma- 
drid, the  Spaniards  in  America  continued  audacibufly  to  infult 
and  moleft  our  commerce.  They  pretended  that  we  had  no 
right  either  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,  or  to  gather 
fait  on  the  illand  of  Tortugas.  Their  Guarda  Coftas  boarded 
and  plundered  every  Englifli  (hip  they  met,  under  a  pretence  of 
fearching  for  contraband  goods.  They  even  feized  feveral  Eng- 
iifh  veiTels,  confifcated  their  cargoes,  and  threw  the  failors  into 
prifon.  Fired  by  fuch  reiterated  provocation,  the  people  of 
England  began  now  to  lofe  all  patience.  Petitions  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  were  tranfmitted  from  various  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. The  houfe  again  addreffed  the  king,  and  the  king  again 
returned  a  promiflbry  anfwer.  It  is  difficult,  even  at  this  di- 
flance  of  time,  to  relied  with  patience  on  the  pufillanimity  of 
the  Britifh  miniftry  at  this  period  j  nor  is  it  poilible  to  imagine 
the  Spaniards  would  have  carried  their  iniblence  fo  far,  if  they 
had  not  depended  on  the  pacific  difpofition  of  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole^.  That  able  minifter  dreaded  the  confequences  of  a  war 
tohimfelfand  friends.  He  had  other  ufcs  for  the  treafure 
which  fleets  and  armies  would  confume  ;  and  therefore  he  left 
nothing  unattempted  to  avert,  or,  at  leaft,  to  procraftinate  the 

f  iDneof  the  moft  fli'-.tk^ng  inflances  of  Spanifn  infolent  barbarity,  appeared 
jn  the  cafe  of  one  Jchkinf,  msfier  of  a  Scots  merchant  fhip,  who  ar  the  bar  of 
the  hunfe  of  coriimons  held  his  ear  in  his  hand,  which  had  been  torn  from  his 
l.Cid  by  tlie  crew  of  a  Gujrtla  C  ;(\as,  who  declared  they  would  do  the  fame  by 
liis  malter.  They  tortiirtd  him  in  the  moft  wanton  hnmariity,  and  threarened 
him  with  inflant  death.  Being  alked  by  a  member,  what  were  iiis  thoughts  when 
he  was  in  the  hands  of  tl.efe  barbarians  ?  he  anfwercd,  "  I  recommended  my 
"  foul  to  Gud,  and  my  cavifc  to  my  country."  This  evidence  made  a  ftrong 
soiprtillon  on  the  huufc. 

ftorm. 
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(korm.  For  this  purpofe,  he  patched  up  a  convention  with  the  A.  D. 
court  of  Spain,  importing,  that  the  difputcs  between  the  two  I739' 
crowns  fliould  be  fettled  by  two  plenipotentiaries.  This  con- 
vention was  feverely  cenfured  by  the  oppofition  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament.  The  city  of  London,  the  Weft  India  mer- 
chants, and  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  prefented  petitions,  juftly 
complaining,  that  their  indifputable  right  to  pafs  unmolefted  to 
and  from  the  Britilh  colonies,  was,  in  this  convention,  left,  as 
a  dubitable  privilege,  to  be  determined  by  plenipotentiaries. 

The  convention  above-mentioned  (IJpulated,  that  95,000!. 
being  a  balance  due  from  Spain  to  the  crown  and  fubjejSIs  of 
Great  Britain,  fliould  be  paid  in  London  before  the  expiration  of 
four  months  after  the  ratification.  The  time  was  now  expired,  and 
the  money  not  yet  paid.  The  houfe  of  lords  appointed  a  day  for 
taking  the  ftate  of  the  nation  into  confideration,  and  when  the 
day  arrived.  Lord  Carteret  moved  for  a  refolution,  that  this 
failure  of  payment  was  a  high  indignity  to  the  king,  and  an  in- 
juftice  to  the  nation  s.  The  previous  queftion  was  put,  and  the 
motion  loft.  But  though  the  minider  yet  retained  a  fufficient 
majority  in  both  houfes,  the  nation  in  general  was  too  much 
exafperated  to  afford  any  hopes  of  preventing  a  war  with 
Spain  K  Letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  were  granted  ;  the  ar- 
my was  augmented-,  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  outward-boiuui 
vcffels ;  a  fleet  was  affembled  at  Spithead,  and  a  reinforcement 
was  fent  to  admiral  Haddock,  who  at  this  time  commanded  a 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  Our  whole  fleet  in  commifilon  con- 
flfled  of  eighty-four  men  of  war,  befides  thirty-two  ready  to  be 
put  into  commiffion  '.  The  entire  navy  of  Spain  amounted  to 
thirty-three  Ihips  of  war,  thofe  of  the  flota,  which  are  properly 
merchant  fliips,  included. 

if  Smollet,  v,.l.  vii.  p.  iC3.  b  Gent.  Mag.  Jane,  1739, 
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A.  D.  Both  nations  began  to  make  vigorous  preparations  for  war. 
*739*The  court  of  Spain  at  this  jundlure  revived  its  alliance  by  a 
maiTJage  between  the  Infant  Don  Philip  and  Madam  dc  France, 
and  the  French  miniflry  did  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that  if  Spain 
were  oppreiVcd  by  any  power  whatloever,  they  Ihould  not  re- 
iTiain  idle  fpe(5lators.  The  States-General,  on  the  other  hand, 
did  not  fcruple  to  llgnify  by  their  minifters  at  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain,  that  they  were  under  certain  mutual  engage- 
ments to  England,  which,  if  retjuired,  they  thought  themfelves 
ill  honour  obliged  .to  fulfil. 

Vice-admiral  Vernon  failed  on  the  20th  of  July  for  the 
Weft  Indies  with  nine  men  of  war.  This  gentleman  had  ren- 
dered himfelf  confpicuous  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  his  blunt 
oppofition  to  th€  miniftry.  In  the  debate  concerning  the  Spanifli 
depredations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  had  affirmed,  that  he  could 
itake  Porto-Bello  with  fix  men  of  war.  He  had  formerly  com- 
inanded  a  fleet  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  and  was  therefore  fup- 
pofed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  thofe  feas.  His  offer  was  echoed 
by  the  members  in  the  oppofition,  and  the  whole  nation  refound- 
ed  his  praife.  The  minifter  embraced  this  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring fome  popularity,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  removing  a 
troublefome  opponent  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Belides,  it 
svas  generally  imagined  that  he  was  not  without  hopes  that  the 
admiral  might  difgrace  himfelf  and  his  party  by  not  fucceeding 
in  the  adventure.     Vernon  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  Englifti  fleet  cruizing  on  the  coaft  of  Spain  was  particur 
hrly  intended  to  intercept  the  Aftbgues  ftiips  from  Vera  Cruz^ 
Thefe  fliips,  however,  arrived  fafe  at  St.  Andero.  Having  recei- 
ved information  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  inftead  of 
coming  by  the  Madeiras  for  Calais,  as  ufual,  they  failed  by  the 
Bahamas,  and  went  north  about;  then  fleering  weftward,  and 
doubling  the  Lizard,  they  made  Ufliant,  and  thence  creeplcg 
along  iliore,  crofled  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  fo  to  St.  Andero. 

On  the  23d  day  of  O^lober,  Great  Britain  declared  war 
againft  Spain,  and  in  the  fame  month  intelligence  was  received 
fhat  admiral  Haddock  had  taken  two  rich  Ihips  from  the  Cara- 

t  Cent,  Mag.  vcl.  Lx.  p.  44J. 
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coas,  having  on  board  2,000,000  pieces  of  eight.     He  was  foon  A.  D. 
after  joined  by  admiral  Balchin,  with  fix  fliips  of  the  line.  ^739* 

Vice-admiral  Vernon  arrived  at  Jamaica  the  23d  of  Oiliober, 
the  day  on  which  war  was  proclaimed  in  England.  On  his  ar- 
rival ofl'  Port-Royal  in  that  ifland,  he  had  the  fatisfadlion  to 
fee  the  Diamond  man  of  war  ftanding  into  the  harbour  with 
two  Spanilh  vefTels  in  tow,  one  of  which  was  a  regifter  fliip 
with  120,000  pieces  of  eighty  and  clothing  for  6000  men,  on 
board.  The  admiral  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, with  fix  fliips  of  war  "'.  Having  met  with  contrary 
winds,  he  did  not  come  in  fight  of  Porto-Bello  till  the  20th 
in  the  evening.  He  was  apprehenfive  of  driving  to  the  eaffc- 
ward  during  the  night ;  he  therefore  anchored  about  fix  leagues 
from  Ihore.  Porto-Bello  is  a  town  in  the  Spanidi  Weft  Indies, 
lb  called  from  the  beauty  of  its  harbour.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
north  coaft  of  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  which  divides  the  king- 
dom of  Mexico  from  Terra  Firma.  The  town  ftands  at  the 
bottom  of  a  fmall  bay,  defended  by  a  caftle  and  two  forts,  one 
of  which,  called  the  Iron  Fort,  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  the  other,  St.  JeronimOj  near 
the  town,  with  a  battery  facing  the  entrance  into  the  bay.  The 
caftle,  called  Gloria,  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  town. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  in  the  morning,  the  admiral  weighed  and  plied 
to  windward  in  line  of  battle  ".  The  ftiips  entered  the  bay  ia 
the  following  order,  viz.  The  Plampton-Court,  Norwich, 
Worcefter,  Burford,  Strafibrd,  Louifa.  Orders  had  been  gi- 
ven for  a  general  attack  ;  but  the  wind  coming  to  the  eaftv/ard, 
the  admiral  was  obliged  to  confine  his  attack  to  the  Iron  Forr, 
clofe  to  which  the  fquadron  was  piloted  by  Captain  Rentone. 
When  the  Hampton-Court  came  within  about  a  cable's  length 
of  the  fort,  fhe  was  fuddenly  becalmed  by  the  high  land  to 
windward,  and,  before  ftie  could  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  was 
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A.  D.  expofed  to  a  fmart  fire  from  the  enemy.  But  as  foon  as  (He 
^739' was  in  a  fituation  to  return  the  falute,  after  having  dropped 
her  anchor,  flie  feemed,  in  a  moment,  a  cloud  of  perpetual 
thunder.  She  appeared  to  the  reft  of  the  fleet  to  be  all  on  fire. 
3n  the  i'pace  of  twenty-five  minutes  flie  is  faid  to  have  fired  400 
balls.  The  Norwich  and  the  Worcefter  were  not  long  before 
they  came  up,  and  fired  upon  the  fort  with  vafl:  alacrity.  Thefe 
were  followed  by  the  Burford,  on  board  of  which  was  the  ad- 
mirali  who  perceiving  that  the  Spaniards  began  to  fly  from  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  fort,  made  a  fignal  for  landing.  Mean  while 
he  luffed  up  as-  near  the  fort  as  polFible,  and,  by  means  of  his 
fmall  arms,  drove  the  garrifon  from  the  lower  battery.  As  the" 
boats  fall  of  failors  and  marines  palled  the  admiral,  he  called 
to  them  to  land  immediately  under  the  walls  of  the  fort,  though 
there  was  no  breach  made.  The  failors  were  no  fooner  on 
ihore  than  they  fcaled  the  wall,  and,  pulling  up  the  foldiers  af- 
ter them,  ftruck  the  Spanilh  colours  in  the  lower  battery,  and 
hoifted  an  Englifh  enfign^  This  was  no  fooner  perceived  by  the 
garrifon  in  the  upper  part  of  the  fort,  than  they  hoifted  a  white 
flag,  a  fignal  for  capitulation,  and  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
The  garrifon  of  this  fort  confifted  of  300  men,  out  of  which, 
at  the  time  of  furrender,  there  remained  only  thirty-five  privates 
und  five  officers. 

The  fliips  which  failed  in  before  the  admiral,  \vtre  now  fallen'* 
to  leeward  •,  but  the  Burford  being  expofed  to  the  Gloria-caftle,. 
it  continued  firing  at  her  till  night,  without  however  doing  her 
any  other  damage  than  wounding  her  fore-top-maft  a  little  above 
the  rigging.  The  admiral  then  pointed  fome  of  his  lower  deck 
guns  at  this  caftle,  and  fent  feveral  fliot  over  it  intd  the  town. 
One  of  which  went  through  the  governor's  houfe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d'the  admiral  called  a  council  of  war,. 
and,  it  being  thought  not  advifable  to  attack  the  Gloria-caftle  by 
day,  orders  were  ifiiued  for  warping  the  fliips  up  the  following 
night.  This  circumfpe£kion  proved  unneceflTary.  The  Spaniards 
hoifted  a  white  flag,  and  immediately  fent  a  boat  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  with  terms  on  which  they  wiflied  to  capitulate  :  in- 
anfwer  to  thefe  the  admiral  returned  other  articles,  and  al- 
lowed them  a  few  hours  for  deliberation.     They  accepted  his 

tenns>; 
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terms  °,  and  the  BrkiJh  troops  took  immediate  polTefllon  of  the  A.  D. 
Gloria  and  St.  Jeronimo  forts.  '73^* 

There  were  in  the  harbour  of  Porto-Bello  two  Spanifli  guarda- 
coftas  of  twenty  guns  each,  and  an  armed  fnovv.  The  crews  of 
thefe  vefTels.,  chufing  to  anticipate  theBritifh  failors,  plundered 
the  town  in  the  night,  and  committed  great  outrages  on  the  in- 
habitants. The  Englilh  feamen  and  foldiers,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
haved with  great  decency  and  humanitjj  after  they  became  pof= 

'^  A'-ticles  of  capitulati,}u  granted  by  Edvard  Vernony  Efq;  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  commander  in  chief  of  iiis  m:ijeffs  Jhtps  and  -vejfels  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  commodore  Broivn,  to  Don  Francrfco  Martinez  de  Retez,  govern 
nor  of  Porto-Bello,  and  Don  Fra/uijco  de  j4barea,  commandant  of  the  guar  da- 
^oftas  at  the  fame  place,  the  2Zd  of  November ^  i739,  0.  S. 

I.  That  the  garrifon  be  allowed  to  marih^ut,  as  defired,  upon  condition  tba 
king  of  Great  Britain's  troops  be  put  !nto,pulTtlIion  of  the  Gloria-caftle  before 
'four  o'clock  this  evening,  and  the  garrifon  to  march  out  by  ten  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning.  That  the  irihabitants  may  either  temove  or  remain,  under  a  pro- 
ciife  of  fecuiity  for  themfclves  and  their  ctf.^i. 

J!.  That  the  Spanilh  foldiers  may  have  a  guard,  if  ihey  think  it  neceffary. 

III.  That  they  may  carry  off  two  cannons  mounted  with  ten  charges  of  pow„ 
<lcr  each,  and  t!:eir  match  lighted. 

iV.  Tbe  gates  of  the  Gloria-caftle  muft  abfolutely  be  in  pofT  Hion  of  the  king 
our  mafler's  troops  by  four  i/cl<>Gk,  and  the  Spanift)  garrifm  li.all  remain  in  ali 
■Tafety,  for  their  pr.-ffoiis  and  etfe£ls,  till  the  appointed  jime  for  their  marching 
out,  and  to  carry  wiih  them  the.provifiuns  and  ammunition  necclFary  for  ihcir 
fafcty. 

V.  That  the  (hifs,  with  their  appacsl  and  arms,  be  abfolutely  delivered  up  to 
the  ufe  of  hii  Britannic  roajefty;  but  that  all  the  officers^  foldiers,  and  crews, 
ftall  have  three  days  allowed  them  to  retire  with  all  their  perfonal  rffe^s,  only 
one  officer  beina  admitted  on  board  each  (hip  and  vefTtl,  to  take  po/rtiiion  for  the 
-iiing  our  mafter,  and  to  fee  this  article  IbifHy  complied  with. 

VI,  That  provided  the  articles  above-mentioned  are  ftriflly  complied  with, 
end  that  pclTeliion  it  given  of  Callle  St  Jeronimo,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  ftipu- 

■Iv.eA  for  the  Caflle  Ctloris,  then  the  clrrgy,  the  churches,  and  town,  fhnii  be 
Frottf\ed  aiid  prcftL-ved  in  all  their  immntiities  and  ptopeiiies:  and  that  ali  pcr- 

XoBS  already  taken  ihall  be  fet  at  liberty  before  our  leaving  the  port. 

Given  under  our  hands  on  board  his  majefly's   fiiip  Bu'ford,  in   Porto. 
Bello  harbour,  this  22d  of  November,   1739,  O.  S. 

K.    Vernon, 
C  H  A.   Brown, 

I  prefume  if  will  not  be  thought  inconfiftenf  with  the  dignity  of  hidory  to  re- 
-cord  a  piece  of  genuiue  wit  in  a  common  failor,  who,  when  the  officer  who  com- 
manded at  the  fcaling  of  tile  Iron-caaic,  ordered  the  troops  to  halt,  cried— 
**  X>4om  my  eyes,  captain,  dpn't  Jet's  halt  till  we  are  cr/ppUJ," 

JB  a  faffed 
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A.  D-  fefled  o£  the  town  -,  and,  as  a  reward  for  their  moderation  and 
^739*  gallantry,  the  admiral  diftributed  among  them  10,000  dollar?, 
which  were  juft  arrived  in  order  to  pay  the  Spanifli  troops.  The 
admiral,  having  taken  on  board  his  fleet  all  the  brafs  cannon  and 
ammunition  found  in  the  feveral  forts,  he  proceeded  to  demolifh 
the  fortifications  j  which  was  completely  effedled  in  three  weeks, 
at  the  expence  of  122  barrels  of  Spanifli  gun-powderP.  On  the 
27th  of  November  the  Diamond,  captain  Knowles,  and  on  the 
29th  the  Windfor,  captain  Berkley,  and  the  Anglefea,  captain 
Reddifh,  arrived  at  Porto-Bello,  in  confequence  of  orders,  left 
by  the  admiral  at  the  Leeward  iflands,  for  thefe  fliips  to  follow 
him.  On  the  13th  of  December  the  admiral,  with  hisfquadron, 
failed  for  Jamaica,  and  on  the  28th,  being  then  off  Carthagena, 
he  difpatched  captain  Rentone,  in  the  Spanifh  fnow,  with  the 
news  to  England. 

Admiral  Vernon,  and  the  fleet  imder  his  command,  certainly 
deferved  the  honour  they  acquired  by  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedi- 
tion ;  neverthelefs,  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  their  eafy  conqueft 
muft  be  in  part  attributed  to  the  cowardice  of  the  Spaniards  in 
furrendering  the  firfl:  fort  before  a  breach  was  made,  and  th? 
other  two  before  they  were  attacked.  The  Gloria-caftle  was 
garrifoned  by  400  men,  and  was  fo  regularly  fortified  that  it 
rnight  have  fuftained  a  long  (lege.  Its  lower  battery  had  two 
baftions,  and  a  curtain  which  mounted  22  guns,  befides  a  line 
of  eight  guns  facing  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  There  were 
alio  feveral  other  batteries  both  in  the  Gloria  and  St.  Jeronimo, 
in  tl;e  hime  dire£tion,  which,  if  properly  ferved,  would  have' 
rendered  the  entrance  into  the  harbour  exceedingly  dangerous, 
if  not  impracticable. 

The  taking  of  Porto-Bello,  whilftit  did  honour  to  the  Britifli 
navy,  refiefted  at  tlie  fame  time  no  inconfiderable  degree  of  praife 
on  the  EngliOi  minifiry.  There  was  an  evident  propriety  in  pu- 
iiifliing  the  infolence  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  ofiending  part. 
Porto-Bello  was  an  afylum  for  the  guarda-coftas,  two  of  which 
v'ere  found  in  the  harbour,  and  carried  off  by  the  admiral.  But 
ibis  was  not  the  only  fervice  he  rendered  to  his  country  in  the 

T'  The  admiral  took  on  boarii,  from  the  feveral  batteries,  40  p-eces  of  brafs 
CMirion,   ic  firafs  field-pieces,  four  biah  morurs^  18  biafs  pattereroes,  and  fpi- 

is-.j  At  r,  f,-,,.  ,.-"  ironoriinancc. 
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4eIlru£lion  of  Porto-Bello.     His  fuccefs  enabled  him  to  extend  A.  D. 
his  iniiuence  to  Panama,  where  feme  of  the  factors  and  fcrvanis  i73y« 
pf  the  3outh-fea  company  were  confined.    He  wrote  to  the  pre- 
fident  of  that  place  in  the  language  of  a  conqueror,  and  the  fac- 
tors and  fervants  were  immediately  fent  to  Porto-Bello. 

Captain  Rentone,  in  the  Triumph  floop,  arrived  in  Eng- 
land on  the  1 2th  of  March,  1740,  with  the  news  of  this 
expedition  "5.  The  whole  nation  became  frantic  with  joy. 
Congratulatory  addrelTes  were  prefented  by  parliament,  by  the 
cities  of  London,  B.riflol,  <3't:.  The  commons  granted  every 
demand  of  the  crown.  They  voted  28,000  land  forces,  be- 
fides  6000  marines ;  they  provided  for  a  powerful  navy,  and 
fcveral  men  of  war  \vere  added  to  thole  already  in  commif- 
iion^ 

There  were  at  this  time  two  confiderable  fquadrons  of  Eng- 
lifh  men  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  one  at  Gibraltar,  com- 
manded by  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  coniifting  of  twelve  fail,  and 
the  other  on  the  Minorca  ftation,  commanded  by  rear-admiral 
Haddock.  But  thefe  fleets  were  only  employed  in  cruizing  on 
the  coaft  of  Spain  and  Italy,  without  any  attempt  to  attack  or 
annoy  the  enemy,  except  by  now  and  then  feizing  a  poor  de~ 
fencelefs  fly  that  happened  unfortunately  to  fall  into  their  web. 
The  reader  needs  not  be  informed  that  I  allude  to  the  capture  of 
unarmed  trading  velTcls  by  fhips  of  war.  A  contemplative 
mind,  refledting  on  thefe  maritime  depredations,  is  naturally  letl 
to  inquire,  by  what  law  of  nature,  or  of  nations,  or  on  what 
principle  of  judice,  princes  at  war  thus  feize  the  private  pro- 
perty of  each  others  fubje6ls,  in  fhips  trading  to  other  king- 


'l  The  news  was  known  in  England  before  his  arrival.  On  the  iith  Mr. 
Biker,  mailer  of  Lloyd's  coffee  huufe,  waiced  on  Sir  R.  Walpole  with  a  letter, 
containiiia  an  account  of  Vernon's  Aiccefs.  It  was  brought  from  Jamiica  by  a 
fhip  which  failed  from  thence,  in  company  with  captain  Rentone  3  and  arrived  af 
Dover  a  day  before  hio. 

■■  Viz.  Cojchefter,      of  80  guns,  and  600  men,  Qap'^in  Garlington, 

Torbay,  —  80     600  Parker. 

Cambridge,    —  80     600  Whorwood. 

Pr.  Frederic,  —  70     480  Clinton. 

Oxford,  --  70     480  —  Ld.  Aug.  Fiizroy, 

Seven  fire-fljips, 

doras  ? 
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A.  D.  doms  ?  This  procedure  feems  more  extraordinary  when  we 
^739' confider,  that  their  land-forces  generally  obferve  a  different 
conduft.  A  general,  in  marching  through  an  enemy's  country, 
fo  far  from  robbing  and  imprifoning  every  pealant  he  meet«, 
gives  pofitive  orders,  that  the  perfon  and  property  of  individuals, 
not  in  arms,  (hall  not  be  molefi:ed.  He  makes  virar  againft  the 
prince,  and  not  againft  the  people  individually.  An  admiral, 
en  the  contrary,  takes  every  trading  veffel  he  meets,  robs  the 
owners  of  their  property,  and  fends  the  crew  home  to  be  con- 
lined  as  prifoners  of  war.  Here  then  is  a  heavy  punifhment 
infli£ted  on  perfons  who  had  neither  intention  nor  power  to 
commit  any  offence,  or  in  any  wife  to  injure  thofe  by  whom 
the  punifhment  is  inflicted.  I  do  not  obtrude  thefe  refle<^ions 
with  any  hope  of  influencing  the  condu£l  of  the  rulers  of  the 
earth:  reafon,  juftice,  and  humanity  are  not  the  privy-coun- 
i'ellors  of  kings^  But  perhaps  the  reader  may  not  totally  difre- 
gard  thefe  counfellors,  and  will  therefore  pardon  this  fhort  in- 
terruption of  the  thread  of  our  hiftory. 
1740  ^^  "°^  return  to  admiral  Vernon,  the  hero  of  this  period. 
I  have  related  above,  that  in  the  lafi:  month  of  the  year  1739, 
he  failed  with  his  fquadron  from  Porto  Bello  to  Jamaica.  He 
continued  at  Port-Royal,  in  that  ifland,  till  the  25th  of  Febru- 
ary (1740)  following,  on  which  day  he  failed  for  Carthagena, 
■which  he  bombarded  at  intervals  during  three  days,  with  no 
other  effect  than  that  of  terrifying  the  inhabitants,  and  injuring 
fome  of  their  churches  and  convents  ^  AVhat  was  intended 
by  this  bombardment  is  not  very  evident.  On  the  loth  of 
March  the  fquadron  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle weftward  along  the  coaft„  In  paffing  by  Boca  Chica,  they 
were  faluted  with  a  few  fliot  from  three  fmall  forts  near  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour;  but  they  fell  fhort  of  the  fhips.  The 
admiral,  having  ordered  the  Windfor  and  the  Greenwich  to 
cruize  off  Carthagena,  proceeded  with  the  refl  of  his  fleet  to 
Porto-Bello,  in  order  to  repair  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
fmall  craft  in  the  late  bombardment.  This  bufinefs  being  com- 
pleated,  and  the  fleet  watered  in  about  eight  days,  he  failed  on 
$he  22d,  and  fleering  fouth-weft  along  fliore,  entered  the  river 

*  Li^rJi.-)/!  G3zc:te,  June  ly, 
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Ctiegre,  which  is  but  a  few  leagues  diftant  from  Porto- Bello.  A.  IX 
At  the  mouth  of  this  river  there  was  a  caftle,  or  fort,  called  174OW 
St.  Lorenzo,  under  whofe  protection  the  guarda-coftas  ufed  to 
ride  fecure.  The  only  two  of  thefe  Spanifii  pirates  (for  they 
were  little  better)  which  now  remained  on  this  coaft,  were  at 
this  time  in  the  river.  The  admiral,  in  going  in,  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  retarded  by  an  accident  which  happened  to  his 
fore-top-fail-yard.  He  was  on  board  the  Strafford.  This  ac- 
cident obliged  him  to  make  a  fignal  for  the  Norwich  to  fail  in 
before  him,  with  the  bomb- ketches,  fire-fhips,  and  tenders. 
The  Norwich  was  then  commanded  by  captain  Herbert,  and- 
the  bomb-ketches,  6^.  were  conducted  by  captain  Knowles, 
who  came  to  an  anchor  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  began  to 
bombard  the  fort  that  evening.  The  admiral's  Ihip  did  not 
come  to  an  anchor  till  ten  o'clock  at  night.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  infinuate  that  there  was  any  want  of  perfonal  courage  in  ad- 
miral Vernon.  But  I  beg  leave  to  advife  all  future  admirals, 
to  whom  fuch  an  accident  in  the  fore-top-fail-yard  may  happen, 
immediately  to  hoift  their  flag  on  board  the  leading  fliip.  This, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  fervice  of  much 
danger.  The  eaftle  mounted  only  eleven  brafs  cannon,  and  as- 
many  pattereroes.  Neverthelefs  it'fuftained  a  furious  bombard- 
ment, and  a  continued  cannonade  from  three  of  the  largefl 
fhips  in  the  fleet,  till  the  morning  of  the  24th,  when  the  garri- 
fon  furrendered,  and  the  fort  was  immediately  poffeflcd  by  the 
BritiJh  troops  ^ 


t  Articles  of  caphtilation  heiwscn  Edward  Vernon,  Ej'ij;  v'lcc-admiraly  Sec. 
and  Don  Juan  Carlos  Zavellos,  captain  of  foot,  &c. 
T.  That,  upon  his  Britannic  majcffy's  troops  being  put  in  pfiTfiioii  of  tL'c 
fort  St.  Lorenzo,  at  the  mouth  of  tlic  river  Chegre,  the  faid  captain,  and  oil  Lis 
girrifon,  he  at  free  liberty  to  march  out  vithcnt  any  moieflation,  and  may  retir>^ 
into  the  village  of  Chegre,  or  where  e!fc  they  pleafc. 

II.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Chegre  ihay   remain  in.  all   fafety  in   their  own 
houfcs,  under  a  promifc  of  ftcUtity  to  their  perfons  and  houfes. 

III.  That  the  guarda-cofla  floaps  be  delivered  up  in  the  condition   they  arc, 
and  the  cuftom-houre. 

IV.  That  the  clergy  and  churches  in  Chegre  Hiall  be  protefted  and  prefervcd 
ia  all  their  immunities.  i 

E.     VERNON. 

Tlierc 
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A.  D.  There  were  found  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  on  the  cppofite  fide 
* 740- of  the  river,  4,30®  bags  of  Peruvian  bark,  and  other  mer- 
chandize, which  were  (hipped  on  board  the  fleet,  together  with 
the  brats  ordnance  above-mentioned.  The  cuftom-houfe  was 
then  fet  on  fire,  the  two  guarda  cofi:as  deftroyed,  and  the  fort 
entirely  demoliflied  j  after  which  the  admiral  returned  to  Porto- 
Bello,  where  he  arrived  on  the  firft  of  April. 

Whilft  Vernon  was  thus  employed  in  the  "Weft  Indies,  our 
fleets  in  Europe  were  unemployed.  I  mean  to  fay,  that  they 
atchieved  nothing  againft  the  enemy ;  for  as  to  employment, 
ihey  had  enough  of  failing  and  counter-failing,  and  of  fighting 
too,  with  adverfe  winds.  On  the  23d  of  July  a  fleet  of  21 
fliips  of  the  line,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Norris,  with  two 
other  admirals,  viz.  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  and  Philip  Cavendifli, 
failed  from  St.  Plelen's  with  a  fair  wind,  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land ferving  on  board  as  a  volunteer.  But  the  wind  ftiiftingj 
they  were  obliged,  after  being  three  days  at  fea,  to  put  back  into 
Torbay.  On  the  4th  of  Auguft  they  failed  again,  with  the 
wind  at  north-eaft,  and  on  the  following  day  were  within  a 
few  leagues  of  tlie  Lizard  ;  but  on  the  6th  it  blew  fo  violently 
'from  the  weft,  that  they  were  obliged  once  more  to  return  to 
Torbay.  On  the  22d  they  made  a  third  attempt ;  and  after  five 
days  obftinate  contention  with  tempeftuous  contrary  winds, 
were  a  third  time  obliged  to  return  to  the  fame  place.  What 
■was  the  deftination  of  this  fleet  remains  a  matter  of  doubt. 
Probably  the  Spanifli  fquadron,  at  that  time  at  Fcrrol,  was  the 
obje<Sl.  But,  be  the  defign  whatfoever  it  might,  it  was  now  re- 
linquiflicd,  and  the  admiral,  with  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
returned  to  London.  Thus  began,  and  thus  ended  the  naval 
hiftory  of  his  royal  highnefs,  who  probably  concluded,  from 
this  inaufpicious  elTay,  that  he  had  miftaken  his  element. 

In  this  year  the  celebrated  commodore  Anfon  began  his  voy- 
age to  the  South-Seas.  He  failed  from  St.  Helen's  with  five 
men  of  war  oh  thd  1 8tli  of  Septernber.  About  two  months 
after,  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies  with  tv/enty- 
cne  fhips  of  the  line,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces, 
commanded  by  lord  Cathcart.  This  formidable  fleet,  which 
Confifted  of  a  hundred  and  feventy  fail",  had  fcarce  taken  its 

B  Smollct's  hid.  vol.  vii.  p.  S87, 

departure 


t)F    King    GEORGE    II.  17 

tiepjrture  from  the  Land's-end,  before  it  was  fcattered  and  dif-  A.D. 
perfed  by  a  violent  tempeft.  The  admiral  neverthelefs  purfued  ^  74°' 
his  voyage,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  neutral  illand  of  Do- 
minica, in  order  to  take  in  wood  and  water.  In  this  ifland  the 
expedition  fuftained  an  irreparable  lofs  in  tl:ie  death  of  lord 
Cathcart,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  who  died  of  a  dyfen- 
tery.  The  command  of  the  land-forces  now  devolved  upon 
general  Wcntworth,  an  officer  of  no  experience,  and  of  very 
moderate  abilities.  The  admiral,  in  his  voyage  from  Dominica 
to  Jamaica,  fai  ing  near  the  ifland  of  Kifpanicla,  difcovered  four 
large  fliips  of  war.  He  made  flgnal  for  an  equal  number  of 
his  fquadron  to  give  them  chace.  The  chace  refufed  to  bring 
to,  and  lord  Auguftus  Fiizroy,  who  commanded  the  Englifh 
detachment,  gave  one  of  them  a  broadllde,  and  an  engage- 
ment enfued,  which  continued  during  part  of  the  night.  In  the 
morning  they  hoifted  French  colours,  and  confequently  the  fir- 
ing ceafed,  there  being  at  this  time  no  declaration  of  war  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  The  commanders  apologized  to  each 
other  for  the  miftake,  and  .parted,  but  v^ith  lois  of  men  on  both 
fides. 

Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  arrived  off  Jamaica  on  the  9th  of  January  1741. 
I74[,  where  he  joined  admiral  Vernon,  who  now  commanded 
a  fleet  of  thirty  Oiips  of  the  line,  with  a  confiderabie  number 
of  frigates,  bomb-ketches,  fire-lhips,  ^'c^.  The  number  of 
feamen  was  about  1:5,000,  and  that  of  the  land-forces  at  lead 
J  2,000,  including  four  battalions  raifed  in  America^  and  500 
negroes  from  Jamaica.  This  very  lormidable  armament,  doubt- 
lefs  the  moft  tremendous  that  ever  appeared  in  thofe  Teas,  was 
.certainly  equal  to  any  attempt  againft  the  Spanilli  fettlements. 
Their  treafure  might  have  been  intercepted,  and  their  colonies 
eafxly  reduced.  But  the  complete  humiliation  of  Spain  was  pre- 
vented by  the  concurrence  of  a  variety  of  circumftances.  The 
Eritifh  miniftry,  for  reafons  befi:  known  to  themfelves,  detainee! 
the  fleet  at  Spithead  much  too  long.  For  the  credit  of  hu- 
man nature,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  the  prime  minifter 
was  not  fo  exceedingly  wicked  as  to  endeavour,  by  retarding 
4he  fleet,  to  fruflrate  the  expedition:  and  yer,   to  the  difgrace 

»  Vide  appendix,  N°.  I. 
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A.  D.  of  human  nature,  I  fear  there  have  been  inftances  of  mini^lcrs 
'74^'  fo  diabolical  as  to  be  influenced  by  very  ignoble  paflions,  in  op- 
poiltion  to  the  Interefl  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  with  whofe 
weal  they  were  intruded.  It  feems  however  a  fafe  maxim  in  po- 
litics, not  to  commit  the  management  of  a  war  to  a  minifirer  who 
flvall  have  repeatedly  declared  his  difapprobation  of  the  meafure. 
But  be  the  defigns  of  the  minifter  what  they  might,  it  is  fcarce 
poffible  to  fuppofe  that  the  admiral  was  not  hearty  in  the  caufe ; 
and  yet  it  was  near  the  end  of  January  before  he  failed  from 
Jamaica,  though  he  certainly  was  not  ignorant  that  the  fcafon 
Was  already  too  far  advanced,  in  a  climate  where  the  rains, 
which  begin  about  the  end  of  April,  render  it  impoffible  for 
troops  to  keep  the  field. 

I  mult  here  take  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the  admiral's  orders 
were  difcretionary  :  he  might  therefore  have  made  his  attack  on 
any  of  the  Spanifh  fettiements.  The  Havannah,  v/hich  was 
certainly  an  obje£l  of  the  greateft  importance,  lay  to  leeward,  and 
might  eafily  have  been  reached  in  lefs  than  three  days.  Never- 
thelefs,  Mr.  Vernon  thought  fit  to  beat  againft  the  vi^ind  to  Hi- 
fpaniola,  with  an  intention,  as  it  was  faid,  to  obfervethe  French 
ileet.  On  the  15th  of  February  he  learnt,  that  this  fleet  had 
iaiied  for  Europe,  having  previoufly  Tent  an  advice-boat  to  Car* 
thagena,  to  inform  the  Spaniards  of  Vernon's  being  in  thoie  feas. 
The  admiral  called  a  council  of  war,  and  it  was  determined  to 
land  on  the  continent  of  New  Spain.  Accordingly,  after  fpend- 
jng  fome  days  in  taking  in  wood  and  water  at  Hifpaniola,  the 
fleet  failed,  and,  on  the  4Ch  of  March,  came  to  an  anchor  in  a 
bav  called  Playa  Granda,  to  windward  of  Carthagena.  This 
iket  conhfied  of  one  hundred  ^nd  twenty- four  fail,  the  fight  of 
which  muil:  have  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  the  Spauiards,  that  no- 
thin;-  but  want  of  rcfolution  and  difpatch  couidhave  prevented 
"us  fuccefs.  There  cannot  be  a  truer  maxim  in  the  art  of  war, 
than,  That  hefitation  in  the  afi'^ilant  infpiiesthe  defendant  with 
oourape,  wliich  augments  progrefhvely  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
lay. But  the  commanders  of  this  fleet  and  army,  as  if  deter- 
mined to  give  the  enemy  time  to  recover  from  their  furprize, 
renvaijieci  inacllve  in  the  bay  till  the  9th.  Oa  that  day  the  firfl: 
divifion  of  the  fleet,  (;ommanded  by  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  foUow- 
■: .!  bv  iclniirrd  Vernon  with  i;ll  the  tranrports,  moved  forward 

towards 
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iowards  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  called  Boca  Chica,  whichA;  D. 
was  defended  by  feveral  formidable  batteries.  Tlie  third  divi-  174'« 
fion,  commanded  by  Mr.  Leilock,  remained  at  anchor.  The 
Norfolk,  the  RuiTel,  and  the  Shrewfloury  anchored  very  near 
two  forts  called  St.  Jago  and  St.  Philip,  which  being  filenccd  m 
lefs  than  an  hour,  were  immediately  pofTefTed  by  a  detachment 
of  Britilli  grenadiers. 

On  the  10th,  the  two  regiments  of  Harrifon  ?nd  Went- 
worth,  with  fix  regiments  of  marines,  landed  on  the  ifland  of 
Tierra  Bomba,  where,  having  pitched  their  tents,  they  began  to 
erecft  a  battery  againft  the  caftle  of  Boca  Chica.  Five  days 
more  were  employed  in  landing  the  artillery  and  neceflary  {lores. 
But  general  Wentworth's  want  of  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war, 
foon  difcovered  itfclf  in  the  choice  of  his  ground  ;  for  the  tent:> 
■were  no  fooner  pitched,  than  the  foldiers  found  themfelves  ex- 
J)ofed  to  the  fire  of  a  fafcine  battery  from  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  harbour,  on  the  ifland  of  Varu.  To  remedy  this  evil,  the 
admiral  immediately  detached  a  confiderable  number  of  failors 
under  the  command  of  captain  Bofcawen,  who  landed  about  a 
mile  to  leeward  of  the  battery,  which  mounted  fifteen  twenty- 
four  pounders,  under  a  raifed  battery  of  five  guns.  Thefe  in- 
trepid fons  of  Neptune  foon  gained  poiTeflion  of  both  batteries, 
and,  having  fpiked  the  cannon,  returned  to  their  {hips. 

On  the  2 2d,  general  Wentworth  opened  a  battery  of  tweniv 
twenty-four  pounders  againll  the  caftle  of  Boca  Chica,  and  the 
next  day  commodore  Leftock  with  five  fhips  was  ordered  to  at- 
tack it  by  fea.  He  renewed  his  attack  on  the  24th,  and  on  that 
day  fell  lord  Aubrey  Beauclerc,  captain  of  the  Prince  Frederic, 
a  very  brave  and  experienced  oHicer.  I-Ieanwhile  the  Spaniards 
had  remounted  their  fafcine  battery,  which  was  a  fecond  time 
dcftroyed  by  a  detachment  of  failors.  A  fmall  breach  being 
now  made  on  the  land-lide  of  Boca  Chica  caftle,  the  general 
acquainted  the  admiral  with  his  refolution  to  ftorm  it,  wlio,  in 
order  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  manned  his  boats 
under  the  command  of  captain  Knowles.  The  failors  landed 
near  the  caftle,  and  there  waited  for  the  general  ailault.  The 
grenadiers,  on  the  other  fide,  marched  up  in  good  order;  but; 
they  no  fooner  began  to  mount  the  breach,  than  the  gairifon 
fled  without   firing  a  fingle  mufket.     The  garrifon  of  another 
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A.  D-  ^°''^  called  St.  Jofeph,  followed  their  example,  and  our  fallors- 
1741.  took  immediate  poffL-ffion  of  it.  Emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,. 
and  perceiving  the  enemy  preparing  to  link  their  fhips,  they 
boarded  the  Spanilli  admiral's  Ihip,  the  Gahcia,  on  board  of 
which  they  found  the  captain  and  fixty  men.  There  were  in 
the  harbour,  when  the  attack  of  Boca  Chica  began,  fix  Spanifh- 
men  of  war,  two  of  which  were  now  funk,  and  one  burnt  by 
the  Spaniards  themfelves.  The  failors  then  proceeded  to  cut 
the  boom,  and  thus  opened  a  free  paffage  for  our  (hips  into  the 
lake.  Next  morning  tne  fleet  entered  without  moleftation,  buc 
the  wind  blowing  frefli  and  contrary,  it  was  feveral  days  before 
they  reached  the  narrow  entrance  into  the  harbour  near  the 
town.  This  entrance  was  defended  by  a  conliderable  fortrefs,. 
called  Caflillo  Grande,  mounting  fifty-nine  guns,  which  the 
I   enemy  abandoned  as  foou  as  the  Ihips  approached.. 

Thus  far  all  went  well.  The  caftles,  forts,  and  batteries^ 
which  commanded  the  lake,  were  now  in  polTcflion  of  the  Kng~ 
lifli.  The  entrance  into  this  lake  was  doubtlcfs  an  enterprize  of  no 
fmall  danger  and  difFiculty,-the  channel  being  commanded  by  two- 
hundred  cannon,  thofe  from  the  enemy's  fhips  included.  So  far 
the  admiral  feems  to  have  done  every  thing  neceffary  on  his  parr,- 
]by  removing  all  obftacles  in  the  way  to  conqueft;  and  he  was. 
^  confident  of  fucceeding,  that,  on  the  JirJI  of  jipril',  he  fent 
an  exprefs  to  the  duke  of  Newcaflle,  with  an  account  of  his 
progrefs  >  on  the  receipt  of  which  his  grace,  with  the  reft  of 
the  people  of  England,  became  frantic  with  joy  and  exultation. 
But  with  pain  1  proceed  to  record,  that  here  our  fuccefs  ended. 
The  next  exprefs  brought  a  tale  as  humble  as  the  former  was 
triumphant.  On  this  Incklds,  JirJ}  of  Jpril'^^  the  failors  having 
opened  a  channel  through  the  funken  wrecks  of  the  enemy,  the 
bomb-ketches,  covered  by  two  frigates,  entered  the  harbour, 
and  were,  on  the  fucceeding  day,  followed  by  three  fire-fliips, 
which  were  fo  pofted  as  to  cover  the  intended  landing  of  the 
troops.  The  Weymouth,  captain  Knowles,  got  into  the  har- 
bour on  the  third,  and  on  the  fifth,  early  in  the  morning,  the 
troops  began  to  land  at  a  place  called  la  Quinta,  from  whence 
general  Wentworth,  at  the  head  of  15CO  men,  puHied  forward. 


^  London  Gazette,  JiJne  10. 
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through  a  narrow  defile,  to  an  open  ground  about  a  mile  from  A.  D. 
fort  St.  Lazar,  which  fort  entirely  commanded  the  town  of  1 74  i* 
Carthagena.  He  met  with  fome  interruption  in  his  march  from 
a  body  of  lix  or  feven  hundred  Spaniards,  and  lofl  a  few  of  his 
men  j  but  the  enemy  foon  retired,  and,  in  the  evening  of  the 
fjxth,  the  remainder  of  the  Engliih  army  were  difembarked, 
and,  having  joined  their  general,  the  whole  encamped  on  the 
plain  above-mentioned. 

Fort  St.  Lazar,  the  only  remaining  fortrefs,  was  well  forti- 
fied, and  defended  by  a  numerous  garrifon.  The  general  was 
©f  opinion,  that  any  attempt  to  take  it  without  regular  ap- 
proaches would  be  attended  with  much  danger  and  difficulty. 
The  admiral,  on  the  contrary,  was  politive  that  it  was  practi- 
cable by  efcalade.  From  this  time  the  demon  of  difcord  pre- 
iided  in  their  councils,  and  they  began  to  entertain  a  fovereign 
contempt  for  each  other.'s  opinions.  The  general  upbraided  the 
admiral  for  not  cannonading  the  town,  and  the  latter  reproach- 
ed the  former  for  not  ftorming  the  fort.  It  was  at  length  re- 
folved  in  a  council  of  war  to  attack  St.  Lazar  by  florm,  the 
feafon  being  now  too  far  advanced  to  allow  time  for  ere6ting  a 
battery  of  cannon  in  order  to  open  a  breach.  In  confequence 
of  this  refolution,  on  the  pth,  before  break  of  day,  brigadier- 
general  Guife,  with  1200  men,  marched  to  the  attack.  Un- 
fortunately his  guides  were  flain  before  he  reached  the  walls. 
His  fcaling-ladders,  being  applied  at  random,  proved  too  fhort. 
The  olTicers  were  difconcerted  for  want  of  orders.  A  general 
confufion  enfued,  and  the  troops  were  obliged  to  retire  with 
the  lofs  of  600  men  killed  or  wounde^i.  By  this  time  the  rains' 
began  to  fall  very  heavily,  and  difeafe  became  fo  univerfal  in  the 
camp,  that  it  was  determined  in  a  council  of  war  to  relinquiflii 
every  idea  of  a  farther  attempt.  The  remnant  of  the  army  re- 
fired  to  their  fliips,  and  were  re-embarked  on  the  i6th.  The 
admiral,  in  order  to  clear  himfelf  from  any  imputation  of 
neglecl:,  and  to  demonftrate  the  impraOicability  of  taking  the 
place  with  Ihips  after  the  fuccefslcfs  attack  on  St.  Lazar,  having 
previoufly  converted  the  Spanifh  admiral's  fliip,  Galicia>  into  a 
floating  battery,  warped  her  into  the  harbour  as  near  to  the  town 
as  pofhble.  In  this  ftation  fhe  fired  upon  the  town  for  fome  hours ; 
btw:  it  appearing  that  (lie  was  at  too  great  a  diflance  to  injure  the 

walls. 
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A.  D, '^'S'al's,  fne  was  fuffered  to  drive,  and  foon  ftruckupon  the  fancL 
i74i.TIiis  experiment,  how  piaufible  fbever  it  might  feem,  was  by  no 
means  allowed  to  be  fatisfattory.  An  hillorian  '',  who  was  pre- 
sent, afiirms,  that  In  another  part  of  the  harbour  there  was 
fpace  and  water  fuflicient  for  four  or  five  men  of  war  to  lie  with- 
in piftol-fhot  of  the  walls  of  Carthagena.  If  this  be  true,  the 
admiral  was  certainly  inexcufable  for  not  bringing  his  fliips  to 
bear  upon  the  town  during  the  attack  upon  St.  Lazar. 

The  fhattered  remnant  of  this  ill-fated  army  having  returned 
to  their  fhips,  difeafes,  pecuHar  to  the  climat;,  raged  with  in- 
ronceivable  malignity,  and  many  brave  men  who  had  efcaped 
the  enemy  died  in  their  hammocks.  The  jarring  chieftains  were 
unanimous  as  to  the  expediency  of  retiring  from  this  fcene  of 
deTl;ru6lion  and  difgrace.  A  few  days  were  fpent  in  deftroying 
the  forts  already  taken,  and  then  the  fleet  failed  for  Jamaica. 

As  the  rational  defign  of  hiftbrical  writings  is  not  mer^iy  to 
C^ratifv  the  reader's  curicfity,  but  rather  to  exhibit  examples  of 
vice  and  folly,  virtue  and  fiigacity,  for  his  occafional  abhorrence 
or  imitation,  I  flvall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  caufes  cf  the 
mifcarriage  of  this  important  expedition.  Some  future  com- 
mander of  an  attack  upon  Carthagena  may  polTibly  deem  this 
jnveftigation  worthy  of  his  attention. 

The  old  adage,  that,  A  bad  beginning  commonly  produces  a 
bad  ending,  is  more  frequently  verified  in  the  cataftrophe  of 
naval  expeditions,  than  in  any  other  fpccies  of  human  tranfac- 
tions.  It  is  always  in  the  power  of  a  malignant  pririie  minifler 
to  fruftrate  thcbeft-concerted  attempt,  if  he  be  iniluenced  by  paf- 
fions  or  policy  to  wiOi  that  it  may  not  fucceed  ;  and  I  fear  there 
have  beeri  very  few  prime  minifters  fo  unintereftedly  difpaffio- 
nate,  as  fincefely  to  wifli  the  fuccefs  of  meafures  adopted  in  op- 
pofition  to  tlieir  advice.  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  confent  to  a  war 
with  Spain,  was  evidently  an  involuntary  compliance  with  the 
clamour  of  oppofition,  and  of  the  nation  in  general.  The  fleet 
was  not  only  unnecelTarily  retarded  at  Spithead,  but  the  troops 
which  w^ere  put  on  board,  were  raw  and  undifciplined.  The 
fleet  ought  certainly  to  have  failed  at  lead  a  month  earlier;  for 
though  there  might  be  barely  time  to  execute  the  plan  propofed, 
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ijflva]  expeditions  are,  in  their  nature,   liable  to  fo  many  caufes  A.  D 
of  delay,  that  they  will  not  admit  of  nice  calculanon  in   point  1741* 
of  time.     But  if  this  minifterial  delay  was  inexcufable,  what 
iliall  we  fay  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  admiral,  who  was 
certainly  better  acquainted  with  the  climate  ? 

From  the  above  account  of  this  unfuccefsful  expedition  we 
learn,  that  our  ileet  and  army  were  no  fooner  in  poUelTion  of 
all  the  forts  which  defended  the  lake,  than  the  admiral  and  ge- 
neral began  to  quarifel ;  their  animofity  daily  increafed,  anj 
their  mutual  contempt  became  at  lalt  fo  exceffive,  that  the  glo- 
rious caul'e  in  which  they  were  engaged  feemed  lefs  the  objeiSb 
of  their  attention,  than  the  means  of  efredting  each  other's  dif- 
grace.  But  the  mifchief  did  not  end  with  the  commanders  : 
each  had  his  feparate  cabal,  and  the  fpirit  of  difcord  was  ditFu- 
fed  through  the  whole  fleet  an,d  army.  This  fatal,  childifii 
mifiinderllanding  is  an  evident  proof  that  both  the  admiral  and 
general,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  them,  were  weak  men.  If  either 
of  them  had  poiTeiTed  the  foul  of  a  great  commander,  lie  would 
wot  have  fuffered  the  folly  of  the  other  to  ruin  an  enterprize  of 
iuch  importance.  Fools,  it  is  true,  are  fometimes  obilinate  ; 
but  it  is  feldom  difficult  for  difpaifionate  wifdom  to  flatter  them, 
into  compliance  ;  and  certainly^  on  fuch  an  occafion,  fou'iewhai: 
of  puntlilio  Ihould  have  been  lacrificed  to  patriotifm. 

The  attack  upon  St.  Lazar  was  certainly  ablurd,  and  the  hope 
Cjf  fuccceding  \yas  doubtlefs  founded  folely  on  the  facility  with 
which  the  other  forts  had  been  poirelled.  This  was  a  falle  con- 
clufion  •,  for  that  facility  had  rendered  this  fortrefs  more  formi- 
dable by  an  accumulation  of  troops.  But  in  order  to  give  the 
leaft  degree  of  probability  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  attacky  the  ad- 
miral ought  at  the  lame  time  to  have  cannonaded  and  bombard- 
ed the  town  with  all  the  power  of  his  fleet.  He  miglu  certain- 
ly have  brought  more  fliips  into  the  harbour,  and  they  might 
with  fafety  have  brought  up  much  nearer  to  the  wails.  When 
the  French  took  Carthagena  in  1697,  the  firing  from  the  ihips 
contributed  efTentially  to  their  fuccefs  j  but  they  landed  a  con- 
fiderable  train  of  artillery,  with  which  they  made  a  breach  in  the 
walls  of  the  town,  and  then  bravely  fought  their  wny  into  it. 
I  alfo  beg  leave  to  remind  the  reader,  that,  in  the  year  174c, 
admiral  Vernon  bomb:irdeU  the  town  of  Carthasrcna  from  the 
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A.  D.  fea.  As  therefore  he  had  now  fo  many  fliips  more  than  he 
1741.  wanted,  why  djd  he  not  leave  fome  of  them  on  the  coaft,  with 
orders  to  co-operate  with  the  -fleet  in  the  harbour  and  the  army, 
in  the  moment  of  a  general  attack  ?  Upon  the  whole,  Went- 
worth  appears  to  have  done  all  in  his  power,  and  his  troops  do 
not  feem  in  any  wife  to  have  difgraced  their  country  ;  but,  alas! 
the  refolutions  by  which  they  had  the  misfortune  to  be  diredled, 
were  the  refnlt  of  jarring  deliberations  among  the  incongruous 
inhabitants  of  different  elements.  The  general  might  be  cul- 
pable in  not  treating  the  admiral  with  that  degree  of  refpeiS 
which  his  late  victory  gave  him  fome  reafon  to  expedi: ;  but  the 
latter  was  certainly  inexcufable  in  not  aflifting  the  former  in  the 
reduction  of  the  town.  This  condutl  in  the  admiral  will  ap- 
pear exceedingly  reprehensible,  if,  upon  a  careful  furvey.  of  the 
forts  and  harbour,  it  Ihould  appear,  that,  after  the  redudlioa 
of  the  feveral  fortreffes  commanding  the  lake,  the  town  might 
be  reduced  by  a  fleet,  without  the  affiflance  of  a  land  army  :  and 
the  truth  of  this  fuppoHtion  feems  fo  extremely  probable,  that 
I  verily  believe  Vernon  would  have  taken  it,  if  the  troops  had 
never  been  landed,  or  if  he  had  bad  no  troops  to  affifl:  him  in 
the  attempt.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  town  of  Carthagena 
may  becafily  bombarded  both  from  the  fea  and  from  the  harbour; 
and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  no  town  in  which  there  are  any 
TiUmbcr  of  opulent  inhabitants,  will  fuftain  that  fpecies  of  de- 
ftrutlive  infult  for  any  length  of  time;  they  will  rife  upon  the 
garrifon,  and  oblige  them  to  capitulate. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  though  the  Englifli  failors  and  foldiers  were 
difappointed  of  their  expe£ted  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  they  retired 
with  the  fatisfaction  of  having  done  the  Spaniards  great  injury 
in  the  dcftruclion  of  many  confiderable  fortifications,  in  fpiking 
a  number  of  cannon,  and  in  annihilating  fix  men  of  war  and 
fix  galleons,  befides  many  other  vcffels. 

Let  us  now  follow  the  Englilli  fleet  to  Jamaica,  where  it  ar- 
rived on  the  19th  of  May.  The  climate  of  this  ifland  did  not 
contribute  much  towards  the  recovery  of  the  fick,  many  of 
whom  died  after  their  arrival ;  among  the  refl:  lord  Auguftus 
Fitzroy,  captain  of  the  Orford.  Vernon,  on  his  arrival  at  Ja- 
maica ^,  having  received  orders  from  England  to  retain  in  the 

^  London  Gszet'e,  Ju:\  z;,   1741. 
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Weft  Indies  nd  more  fliips  than  were  neceflary,  fent  home  fevc-  A.  D, 
ral  men  of  war  under  the  command  of  commodore  Leftockf.  I74i* 
The  remainder  of  his  fleet  were  deemed  quite  fufficient ;  there 
being,  at  this  time,  but  one  Spanifh  fquadron  at  the  Ilavannah, 
and  a  fmall  French  fleet  at  Hifpaniola.  It  is  very  certain  that 
the  admiral  was  fo  exceedingly  diflatisfied  with  his  colleague 
Wentworth,  that  he  ardently  wifhed  to  return  to  England  •,  but 
the  king  had  conceived  fo  high  an  opinion  of  his  abilities,  and 
the  letters  which  the  admiral  received  from  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle  were  fo  extremely  flattering,  that  he  determined  to  con- 
tinue in  his  ftation.  On  the  26th  of  May,  he  called  a  general 
council  of  war,  the  members  of  which  were  himfelf.  Sir  Cha- 
loner  Ogle,  general  Wentworth,  general  Guife,  and  governor 
Trelawny.  The  four  firft  of  thefe  gentlemen  were  unanimous 
in  opinion,  that  St.  Jago  on  the  ifland  of  Cuba  was  the  proper 
objedt  of  attack.  Governor  Trelawny,  on  the  contrary,  thought 
Cuba  of  little  importance,  and  flrenuoufly  advifed  an  expedition 
againft  Panama  on  the  ifthmus  of  Darien.  The  governor,  how- 
ever, acqulefced,  and  raifed  a  corps  of  a  thoufand  negroes, 
which  were  put  on  board  the  fleet  with  all  pofTible  expedition. 
This  armament,  which  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  firfi:  of 
Julys,  confirted  of  eight  fliips  of  the  line,  one  of  50  guns, 
12  frigates,  ^'c.^  and  about  40  tranfports,  on  board  of  which, 

f  Thefe  were,  the  Carolina,  RufTcl,  Norfolk,  Shrewfbnry,  Amelia,  Torbay, 
Chichefter,  Hampton-Court,  Burford,  Windfor,  and  Falmouth;  befides  fire 
frigates. 
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Frigales. 

Shoreham^  Chefter,         Captain   Long  50  gun*, 

Alderney,  Grafton,  Rycant  7® 

Strombolo,  B'oyne,      (Admiral)  Watfon  80 

rhaeton,  Worcefter,  Cleland         60 

Bonctta,  Tilbury,  Dent  Co 

Princefs  Royal, 

Pompey, 

Triton. 

Rear-Admiral    Sir    CHALONER    OGLE. 

Experiment,  Kent,  Mitcliel         7i> 

Shecrnefs,  Cumberland,  (AJm.)  Norris  80 

Vefuvius,  Tyger,  H:ibert        Co 

8carboroneh.  Montague,  Chambers     60 
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A.  Dl  Including  blacks,  were  3400  land  forces.  The  fleet  came  to  ?.t^ 
174 1*  anchor,  on  the  iSth,  in  Walthenham  harbour,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  Hie  of  Cuba,  The  admiral,  fully  determining  to 
annex  for  ever  this  fine  ilbnd  to  the  dominions  of  kis  Britannic 
majefty,  began  by  changing  the  name  of  l^'althenham  into  that 
of  Cumberland  harbour,  in  compliment  to  his  royal  highnefs 
the  duke.  With  fubmifilon  to  commanders  of  fleets,  invading 
an  enemy's  country,  I  lliould  think  it  moft  advifable  to  ^void 
this  parade  of  giving  names  to  places  which  were  named  before, 
Hnlefs  they  are  perfedily  certain  of  being  able  to  maintain  their 
eonquefi: ;  becaufe  the  IpurioUS  appellation,  after  their  departure, 
will  be  recolle£\;ed  only  as  a  memorandum  of  their  difgrace. 
This  hOTbour,  howfoever  called,  was  a  very  capacious  and  fe- 
Cure  afylum  againfl  the  hurricanes  fo  frec^tient  in  the  Weft  Indies 
art  this  feafon  of  the  year :  it  was  therefore  a  defirable  pofiefTion, 
particularly  as  it  was  acquired  vi;ithout  moleft'ation.  The  ifland 
of  Cuba  is  not  only  the  largeft  of  the  Antilles,  biit  it  is  alfo 
faid  to  be  the  molt  fruitful  and  healthy  of  any  i'n  the  Weft 
Indies. 

There  were,  at  this  timCy  twelve  Spanifli  fhlps  of  the  Kne  at 
the  Havannah,  a  populous  city  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
where  the  governor  refides,  and  where  there  were  fiiroftg  forti- 
fications and  a  numerous  garrifon.  For  thefe  reafons,  though 
the  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland  was  ultimately  intended,  it  was 
thought  advifable  to  begin  with  St.  Jago,  a  lefs  confiderable 
city  on  the  eaftern  ccaft.  Walthenham  harbour  lies  about  eleven' 
leagues  fouth-wefl  from  St.  Jago,  and  diftant  by  land  about  fixty 
miles,  on  which  fide  the  city  is  almofl:  entirely  defen^celefs.  Its 
fortifications  to  the  fea  were  not  formidable,  but  the  entrance 
into  the  harbour  is  fo  extremely  narrow,  and  the  navigation  fo 
dangerous,  that  nature  has  fufTrciently  fecured  it  from  a  naval 
r.ttack.  On  thefe  confiderations  it  was  refolvcd,  in  a  general 
council  of  war,  held  on  board  the  admiral,  on  the  20th  of  July, 
to  land  the  troops  immediately,  and  take  the  city  of  St.  Jaga 
by  furprize. 

The  troops  were  accordingly  difembarkedy  and  m-eeting  with 
no  oppofition,  marched  fome  miles  up  the  country,  and  encarhp- 
ed  on  the  banks  of  a  navigable  river.  From  this  encampment 
general  Wewtworth    detached    feveral    reconnoitring   parties, 

which 
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'wlijch  falling  in  with  fmall  bodies  of  the  enemy,  repulfed  them  A.  D. 
with  very  httle  lofs  on  either  iide.  One  of  thefe  reconnoitring  174'» 
parties,  confiding  of  150  Americans  and  negroes,  commanded 
by  major  Dunfter,  penetrated  as  far  as  the  r/illnge  of  Elleguava, 
where  he  continued  fonae  time  5  but  not  being  fupported  by  the 
main  army,  he  returned  to  the  camp.  Meanwhile  admiral 
Vernon  dil'patched  part  of  his  fleet  to  block  up  the  port  of  St. 
Jago,  and  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Spanilh  admiral  at  the 
Havannah,  expecting  with  the  utmoli  impatience  the  progrcfs  of 
the  army.  But,  on  the  5th  of  QiSlober,  he  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  receive  a  letter  from  general  Wentworth,  expreffing  his 
doubts  of  being  able  either  to  advance  far-ther,  or  even  to  fub- 
iift  his  army  much  longer  in  the  part  which  they  then  poildred. 
On  the  9th  the  general  called  a  council  of  war,  the  members  of 
which  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
march  farther  into  the  country,  without  expofing  the  troops  tg 
certain  ruin.  The  army  never^helefa  continued  in  its  encamp- 
ment till  the  7th  of  November,  when  another  council  of  war, 
confifting  of  the  land-ofBcers  only,  rcfolved,  that  the  troops 
ought  to  be  re-embarked  v/ith  all  polTible  expedition  ;  and  they 
were  accordingly  put  on  board  their  tranfports  on  the  aotli, 
without  the  leaft  moleftation  from  the  enemy. 

Thus  ended  the  ro/igui^l  of  the  ill:  of  Cuba,  the  inhabitants 
of  which  were,  from  the  incomprehenfible  cpudu6l  of  the  Eri- 
tirti  troops,  at  laft:  perluaded  that  they  landed  without  any  hof- 
tilc  intentions.  The  good  people  of  England  grev^  extremely 
dilTatisfied,  impatient  of  news,  and  as  much  aftoniined  at  the 
cautious  inactivity  of  general  Wentworth,  as  they  are  at  this 
moment  (October  the  5th,  1777*)  at  the  mancEuvres  of  their 
general  who  is  to  conquer  America,  But  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, who  reafon  only  from  appearance,  and  are  guided  folely 
by  common  fenfe,  are  very  incompetent  judges  of  the  acHons  of 
great  generals  and  great  minifters^  A  general,  though  abfolutc 
at  the  head  of  his  army,  is  a  mere  inflrument  in  the  hands  of 
the  prime  minifter,  and  muft  fight  or  not  fight  according  to  his 
private  inflrudions.  Some  of  the  politicians,  of  the  period  of 
which  I  am  now  writing,  were  of  opinion,  that  our  making 

•  General  Howe  failed  from  New  Yor?;  en  a  fccret  expedition  in  Augufl,  and 
no  accounts  of  him  had  arrived  in  England  at  :his  period. 

P  2  conqueft? 
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A.  D.  conquefts  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  difagreeable  to  France,  and 
'  74^'  that  a  French  war  was  to  be  avoided  at  all  events ;  others  did 
not  Icruple  to  infinuate,  that  the  minifter  did  all  in  his  power  to 
fruftrate  every  attempt  in  the  profecution  of  a  war  into  which 
he  had  been  forced  by  the  oppofition  5  and  a  third  clafs  of  peo- 
ple attributed  this  mifcarriage  entirely  to  the  general's  want  of 
Ikill  and  refolution.  Whatfoever  niight  be  the  real  caufe  of  this 
very  extraordinary  fupinenefs  in  the  Britilh  troops,  there  are 
X'ery  few  incidents  in  hiftory  which  afford  more  apparent  foun- 
dation for  cenfure.  St.  Jago,  which  was  not  above  four  d.iys 
march,  for  light  troops,  from  Cumberland  harbour,  was  in  a 
great  meafure  defencelefs  on  the  land  fide,  and  therefore  might 
have  been  eafily  furprized.  There  was  no  army  in  the  country 
to  oppofe  an  enemy,  therefore  why  it  was  not  immediately  at- 
tempted is  very  difficult  to  conceive  ;  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  the 
officers  had  no  inclination  to  make  conquefts  in  fo  fatal  a  cli- 
mate, whore,  if  they  had  fucceeded,  they  would  have  been  left 
in  garrifon.  As  to  their  refolution  of  returning  to  their  fliips, 
after  re'maining  four  months  on  the  ifland,  it  was  certainly  pro- 
per;  for  by  this  time  their  number  was  fo  exceedingly  decreafed 
by  the  difeafes  of  the  climate,  that  probably,  in  another  month, 
there  would  fcarce  have  been  a  man  left  to  bring  home  the  tale 
of  their  difafters. 

When  we  confider  the  number  of  men  facrificed  to  the  cli- 
mate in  this,  and  in  the  preceding  attempt  againft  Carthagena, 
one  cannot  lielp  williing,  if  humanity  be  admiffible  in  politics, 
ihat  future  minifters  would  not  wantonly  tranfport  fo  many 
thoufands  of  Europeans  to  a  climate  where  it  is  almofl  impoffi- 
ble  for  them  to  exift.  Poffibly  the  political  fyftem  of  Great 
Britain  may  fometlmes  require  fuch  facrifices;  but  one  would 
hope,  that  nothing  but  the  moft  inevitable  neceffity  would  au- 
thorize fuch  deftruction  of  the  human  fpecies. 

Before  we  quit  this  expedition,  we  cannot  avoid  inquiring  into 
tlie  deHgn  of  it.  That  general  Wentworth  ditl  not  zO:  his  part 
in  the  reduction  of  St.  Jago  is  pretty  evident.  But  fuppofe  that 
town  had  been  taken,  what  then  ?  Would  the  ifland  have  fallen 
in  conlcqnence  ?  By  no  means.  The  Havannah  was  ftrongly  for- 
tified, well  garrifoned,  and  defended  by  twelve  fliips  of  the  line  : 
,  :'u  that  any  idea  of  reducing  the  whole  ifland  fecms  to  be  entire- 
'■ '■  ■    '■  •  l-i 
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iy  out  of  the  queflion.  What  polTible  advantage  could  therefore  A.  D. 
refult  from  taking  St.  Jago  ?  It  may  be  anlwered,  That  a  rein-  i74i' 
forcement  of  2000  marines  was  expected  from  England,  This 
fupply,  however,  was  a  precarious  expe£tation.  They  did  not 
arrive  at  Jamaica  till  the  15th  of  January:  and  had  they  even 
arrived  two  months  fooner,  the  army  would  ftill  have  been  in- 
adequate to  the  reduction  of  the  Havannah,  and  confcqueatly 
infufficient  to  conquer  the  idand,  or  even  to  maintain  their 
ground  for  any  length  of  time  j  and  yet  the  heroes  of  this  ex- 
pedition were  fo  confident  of  fuccelj;,  that  they  not  only  entered 
upon  it  by  giving  Engllfli  names  to  the  enemy's  harbours  and 
rivers,  but  they  actually  invited  new  feulcrs  from  North  Ame- 
rica, and  promifed  them  grants  of  land'. 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  follows,  that,  though  general 
Wentworth  may  be  juftly  cenfured  for  performing  nothing,  yet 
all  he  could  poflibly  have  done  would  have  anfwered  no  ration- 
al purpofe  •,  and  the  expedition  was  no  lefs  injudicioufly  planned 
than  pufillanimoufly  executed. 

The  troops  were  re-embarked  on  the  20th  of  November,  and 
on  the  25th  it  was  refolved  in  a  general  council  of  war,  that 
the  general,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  fliould  return, 
to  Jamaica,  and  that  the  fleet  fliould  continue  to  cruize  otf  llif- 
paniola  in  fearch  of  the  expected  reinforcement  from  England. 
The  tranfports  failed  on  the  28th,  and  the  admiral  on  the  60l 
pf  December,  with  the  remaining  fquadron,  confiiling  of  eight 
fliips  of  the  line,  a  fire-fnip,  nn  holpital-Oiip,  and  tv/o  tenders. 
But  before  we  take  an  intire  leave  of  Cuba,  it  is  necefTary,  in 
juftice  to  the  navy,  to  Inform  the  reader,  that,  whilfl:  the  troops 
were  on  fliore,  the  fleet  was  not  quite  inactive.  The  Worcefter 
took  a  Spanifh  man  of  war  of  24  guns,  the  Defiance  took  a  re- 
gifter  fliip  laden  with  provifions  for  Carthagcna,  and  the  Shore- 
ham  took  another  veiiel  with  70,000  pieces  of  eight  on  board. 

Having  clofed  the  naval  tranfaftions  of  the  year  174I}  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  I  muft  recal  the  reader's  attention  to  the  progrefs 
of  Mr.  Anfon,  who,  I  before  mentioned,  had  failed  from  Sr, 
Helen's  on  the  i8th  S-ptember,    1740*^,  with  a  fquadron  ot 

i  See  givtrnor  Shirley's  fpcech  fo  the  council  at  Bj^fton,   S^pt.  2;,    174?. 
k  Anlbjj'i  voyage  by  AValter,  diap.  t. 
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A.  D.  five  men  of  war,  a  fmall  {loop,  and  two  vi(n:uallers '.  This 
?  740*  expedition  was  originally  planned  prior  to  the  declaration  of 
war  with  Spain,  and  was  rationally  founded  on  a  defign  of 
feizing  the  wealth  of  that  kingdom  at  its  fource,  and  thereby 
depriving  the  enemy  of  the  means  of  executing  their  hoftile  in-? 
tentions.  There  were  indeed  at  firft  two  feparate  fleets  deftined 
for  this  fervice;  one  of  which  was  to  have  been  commanded 
by  Mr.  Cornwall,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Anfon.  The  firfl:  was 
to  have  f^iiled  round  Cape  Horn  into  the  South  Seas,  and  the 
other  dire£tly  to  the  Eafl  Indies.  Thefe  two  fquadrons  were 
to  have  met  at  Manilla,  where  they  were  to  expe£i:  farther  or- 
ders. This  projecl  feemed  well  calculated  to  humble  the  pride 
and  infolence  of  Spain  |  becaufe  their  remote  fettlements  were, 
at  this  time,  almoll  intirely  defencelefs,  and  feveral  of  the  moft 
important  of  them  might  probably  have  been  furprized  before 
they  had  intelligence  of  a  war  between  the  two  nations.  The 
original  fcheme,  however,  was  laid  afide,  and  it  was  determin- 
ed that  one  fquadron  only  Oaould  be  fent  to  the  South  Seas, 
of  which  Mr.  Anfon  fhould  have  the  command. 

This  deviation  from  the  original  plan  was  no  lefs  difpleafing 
to  Mr.  Anfon  than  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  by  whom  it  was  firfr 
propofed,  and  who  was  equally  ignorant  of  the  reafons  which 
induced  the  miniftry  to  lay  it  afide.  However,  on  the  loth  of 
January  Mr.  Anfon  received  his  commiffion  as  commodore  of 
the  fquadron  above-mentioned.  The  king's  inflru6tions  were 
dated  the  31ft  of  the  fame  month,  which,  neverthelefs,  Mr. 
Anfon  did  not  receive  before  the  28th  of  June  following.  He 
then  went  down  to  Portfmouth,  where  his  fquadron  lay,  in  full 
expectation  of  failing  with  the  firfl  fair  wind  ;  for  though  he 
knew  that  he  was  at  leafl:  300  men  fhort  of  his  complement, 
he  had  been  aflured  that  the  deficiency  would  be  fupplied 
from  Sir  John  Norris's  fleet  then  at  Spithead.  But  Sir  John 
tlid  not  chuie  to  pari  with  any  of  his  failors.     This  difappoint- 

i  V^.  The  CeTurlon,     Co  gun*:,     400  men,     Geo.  Anfon  rommander. 
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ment  wag  ariother  caufe  of  delay,  and  all  that  Mr.  Anfon  could  A.  D. 
at  laft  obtain  was  1 70  men,  ninety-eight  of  which  were  ma-  ^  74^- 
rines,  and  thirty-two  from  the  hofpitals. 

According  to  the  firft  plan,  Bland's  intire  regiment  of  foot 
and  three  independent  companies  were  to  have  embarked  on 
board  this  fleet.  But  it  was  afterwards  refolved,  that  the  land 
forces  fhould  confift  of  500  outpenfioners  of  Chelfca  hofpital, 
of  which  only  259  of  the  moft  feebie  were  embarked,  all  thofe 
who  were  able  to  walk  having  deferted.  On  fuch  occafions  it 
is  not  eafy  to  determine  which  moft  to  execrate,  the  heads  or 
hearts  of  thofe  who  are  intrufied  with  the  management  of  public 
affairs.  It  furely  requires  a  very  moderate  degree  of  underftand- 
ing  to  know  that  fuch  troops,  fo  far  from  being  fervlceable, 
Jnuft  neceffarily  prove  a  burdenfome  obftru£lion  to  the  fuccefs 
of  an  expedition,  which,  from  its  nature,  required  health, 
ftrength,  and  vigour,  in  their  utmoft  degree  of  perfedlion.  As 
to  heart,  can  any  thing  be  imagined  more  inhuman,  than  trea- 
cheroufly  to  drag  from  their  peaceful  habitations,  and  from  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fcanty  reward  of  paft  fervices,  a  number  of 
decrepid  old  men,  confcious  of  their  inability  to  render  further 
fervice  to  their  country,  and  certain  of  an  inglorious  cataftro- 
phc  ?  To  fiipply  the  place  of  the  240  invalids  who  had  defert- 
ed, 210  marines,  new  raifed  and  totally  undifciplined,  were  or- 
dered on  board,  the  lafi:  detachment  of  which  embarked  on  the 
8th  of  Auguft,  and  on  the  loth  the  fquadron  failed  from  Spit- 
head  to  St.  Helen's,  there  to  wait  for  a  fair  wind. 

If  Mr.  Anfon's  fquadron  had  now  been  fuffered  to  proceed, 
he  might  have  tided  it  down  the  channel  without  waiting  for  a 
fair  wind  j  but  the  Lords  Jufticcs  (the  king  being  then  at  Han» 
over)  ordered  him  to  fail  from  St.  Helen's  in  conjun£lion  with 
the  two  fleets  commanded  by  admiral  Balchen  and  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  amounting,  in  all,  to  145  fail.  Now  it  being  impofliblc 
for  fo  numerous  a  lleet  to  proceed,  with  fafety,  without  an  eaft- 
erly  wind,  forty  days  more  were  fpent  in  hourly  expectation  of 
a  favourable  breeze.  At  laft,  on  the  9th  of  September,  Mr. 
Anfon  received  orders  to  proceed  with  his  own  fquadron,  inde- 
pendent of  the  reft.  He  failed  on  the  i8ih,  and  in  four  days 
got  clear  of  the  channel. 

I  have 
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A.  D.  I  have  dwelt  a  little  upon  this  very  extraordinary  delay,  and 
1  74'^'  its  feveral  caufes,  becaufe  to  this  very  unaccountable  condud  of 
adminiftration  may  rationally  be  afcribed  the  many  hardlhips, 
dangers,  and  diiappointments  experienced  in  the  progrefs  of  this 
expedition.  It  feems  indeed  exceedingly  inconceivable,  that  an 
expedition  appointed  early  in  the  month  of  January,  fliould  not 
have  proceeded  till  late  in  September.  But  fo  it  viras,  and  the 
confequences  were  fuch  as  might  eafdy  have  been  forefeen. 
The  fquadron  was  not  only,  by  this  delays  obliged  to  double 
Cape  Horn  in  the  mod  tempeftuous  feafon  of  the  year,  but  the 
Spaniards,  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  were  informed  of  its  de- 
fiination. 

Having  cleared  the  channel,  Mr.  Anfon  fleered  for  the  ifland 
of  Madeira;  but,  as  if  all  nature  as  well  as  art  had  confpired 
to  retard  his  progrefs,  he  was  forty  days  on  a  palTage  which  is 
frequently  made  in  ten.  However,  at  lafi:,  after  this  tedious 
(Contention  with  adverfe  winds,  he  arrived  at  Madeira  on  the 
2c;th  of  Odlober.  He  immediately  vifited  the  governor,  who 
informed  him,  that  for  feveral  days  paft  there  had  appeared  to 
the  weftward  of  the  ifland  feven  or  eight  men  of  war,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  Spanifli.  Mr.  Anfon  difpatched  a  floop  to 
reconnoitre  this  fquadron,  and  the  floop  returned  without  any 
intelligence.  This  was  in  truth  a  Spanifh  fquadron  of  feven 
(liips  of  the  line  and  a  Pr.tache,  which  were  fent  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  counteracting  Mr.  Anfon's  operations  in  the  South 
Seas.  They  had  on  board  a  regiment  of  foot,  intended  to 
ftrengthcn  fome  of  their  garrifons,  and  two  of  the  fliips  were 
deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies.  Their  commodore  was  Don  Jo- 
feph  Pizarro.  Of  the  five  fliips  that  failed  for  the  South  Seas, 
but  one  returned  to  Europe,  the  reft  having  either  foundered  at 
fea,  or  were  wrecked  or  broken  up  in  the  courfe  of  the  voy- 
age- 

On  the  3d  of  November  Mr.  Anfon  left  Madeira,  and  crof- 
fed  the  line  on  the  28th.  He  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Ca- 
therine, on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  on  the  21ft  of  December, 
where  he  repaired  fach  of  his  Ihips  as  had  fuftered  in  the  voy- 
age, took  in  wcod  and  water,  regaled  his  people  with  frefli 
provifions,  and  recovered  fome  of  his  fick.  But  he  neither 
found  the  climate  fo  healthy,  nor  the  Portugueze  fo  hofpitable, 

us 
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■as  repfcfented  by  former  voyagers.     The  governor  of  the  ifland  A.  D. 
perfidioufly  difpatched  a  velTel  to  the  Spanifh   admiral,  then  a^  I74^» 
Duenos-Ayres,  with  an  account  of  Mr.  Anfon's  ftrength  and 
condition,  during  his  continuance  in  this  neutral  port. 

The  fquadron  fiiled  from  St.  Catherine's  on  the  i8ch  of  Ja- 
nuary, fteering  fouthward  along  the  coaft  of  America,  towards 
Cape  Horn,  In  fo  hazardous  a  voyage,  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year,  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the  fleet  would  be  fepara- 
ted,  the  commodore  therefore  appointed  three  feveral  places  of 
rendezvous  :  the  firft  at  St.  Julian  on  the  coaft  of  Patagonia, 
the  fecond  at  the  ifland  of  Socoro  in  the  South-feas,  and  the 
third  at  Juan  Fernandez.  Soon  after  their  departure  from  St. 
Catherine's,  th:  Pearl  was  feparated,  and  did  not  rejoin  the 
fquadron  till  near  a  month  after.  On  her  return,  lieutenant 
Salt  informed  Mr.  Anfon,  that  captain  Kidd  died  on  the  31(1  or 
January  ;  that  he  had  fallen  in  with  the  Spaniili  fleet  above- 
hientioned,  and  that,  miflaking  one  of  their  (hips  for  the  Cen- 
turion, he  very  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken.  The  Engliflx 
fquadron  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Julian  on  the  i8th  of 
February,  principally  with  a  defign  to  repair  the  Tryal  floop, 
which  had  loft  her  main-mafl  in  a  fqual.  This  bufmefs  being 
fmiflied,  they  failed  again  on  the  27th,  and  palled  the  Streighti 
Le  Malre  on  the  7  th  of  March. 

At  this  time  their  fliips  were  in  good  condition,  and  their 
crews  in  tolerable  health  and  fplrits.  They  flattered  themfelves, 
that,  as  they  were  now  entering  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  their  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  would  gradually  vanifli,  and  that  Spanifli 
treafures  would  foon  reward  their  labour.  But  delufive  were 
thefe  expe£lations.  They  did  not  even  clear  the  Streights  with- 
out great  danger,  and  they  no  fooner  quitted  the  land  than  they 
found  themfelves  expofed  to  all  the  horrors  of  impetuous  winds, 
and  waves  turbulent  and  mountai.^ous  beyond  all  conception. 
Tliey  now  began  emphatically  to  execrate  the  caufes  of  their  late 
departure  from  Europe.  This  formidable  fquadron  foon  fepara- 
ted, never  more  to  unite  !  After  ftruggling  with  inhnite  variety 
of  diftrefs  during  two  long  months,  the  Centurion,  Mr.  Anfon's 
fliip  on  the  laft  day  of  April,  found  herfelf  to  the  northward 
of  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  therefore  concluded  that  fhs 
bad  fecured  her  paiTage  round  Cape  Horn.     On  the  8th  of 
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A.  D.  May  flie  arrived  off  Socoro,  the  firfl:  rendezvous  in  the  Pacific 
1 741 -Ocean.  8he  crui'/ed  there,  in  extreme  bad  weather,  above  a 
fortnight,  in  hopes  of  rejoining  fome  of  the  fq,uadron  j  but  be- 
ing dif-appointed  in  this  expectation,  Hood  for  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandez,  where  (he  arrived  on  the  9th  of  June ;  but  in  fo 
feeble  a  condition,  that  at  this  time  not  above  twenty  hands 
officers  inchided,  were  left  capable  of  affifting  in  working  the 
fliip.  The  fcurvy  had  made  fuch  terrible  havock  among  the 
crew,  that  out  of  450,  their  complement  when  they  palled 
Streight  Le  Maire,  fcarce  half  that  number  were  now  living, 
and  moit  of  thefe  were  fick  in  their  hammocks..  The  Tryal 
iloop  reached  the  ifland  about  the  fame  time,  in  the  fame  di- 
flrefsful  fituation,.  and  they  were  joined  by  the  Gloucefter  on- 
the  23d  of  July,  which  fhip  had  loll  three  fourths  of  her  crew^, 
and  would  certainly  never  have  been  able  to  reach  the  ifland, 
but  for  the  affiftance  fent  her  by  the  commodore  after  fhe  was. 
in  fight.  The  Anna  Fink,  their  vidualler,  came  in  about  the 
iniddle  of  Augult,  and  this  was  the  laft-  ihip  of  the  fquadron- 
they  ever  faw. 

,The  miffing  ffiips  were  the  Severn,  the  Feari,  and  the  Wager 
ftore-fliip.  The  two  firfl:  parted  company  off  Cape  Noir,  and 
put  back  to  the  Brazils.  The  latter  purfued  her  voyage  towards 
the  ifland  of  Socoro,  the  firfl:  rendezvous  in  the  Facific  Oceai^i 
She  made  the  land  en  the  weltern  coaft  of  South  America,  on 
the  14th  of  May,  in  latitude  47,  and  the  next  morning  flruclc 
tipon  a  funken  rock,  and  loon  after  bulged.  Moft  of  the  crew 
"were  landed  on  this  defolate  ifland,  where  they  remained  five 
months,  and  then  about  eighty  of  the  failors,  in  a  fchooner  builc 
by  lengthening  the  long-boat,  failed  back  for  the  Brazils-,  leav- 
ing captain  Cheap  and  nineteen  other  perfons  on  Ihore.  Thefe 
were  by  various  accidents^at  lall  reduced  to  four,  who  were  land- 
ed by  an  Indian  on  the  coaft  of  Chiloe,  thence  conveyed  to  St. 
Jago,  where  they  continued  a  year,  and  three  of  them  were 
finally  fent  to  Europe  on  board  a  French  Ihip,  viz.  captain 
Cheap,  Mr.  Byron*,  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

We  now  return  to  Mr.  Anfon's  fquadron  at  Juan  Fernandez, 
coniifting  of  the  Centurion,  the  Gloucefter,  the  Tryal  Hoop, 
and  the  Anna  Fink.  The  laft  of  thefe  being  found  totally  unfit 
for  fervice,  was  broken  up.     By  the  beginning  of  September 

*■  M-jw  ajmiral  Byrono 
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■the  crews  were  pretty  well  recovered,  though  the  whole  nuinber  A.  D, 
was,  by  this  time,  reduced  to  335,  boys  included.  174'« 

On  the  19th  of  September,  Mr.  Anfon  with  his  fmnll  fqua- 
dron  failed  from  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  with  a  defign  to 
cruize  near  the  continent  of  Spanifh  America.  On  this  cruize 
he  took  three  trading  veffels  of  no  great  value  5  but  from  the 
paffengers  on  board  he  received  fuch  intelligence  as  determined 
liim  to  furprize  the  town  of  Paita,  in  latitude  50°  12'fouth.  It 
'Confifted  of  about  200  houfes,  and  was  defended  by  a  fmall  fort 
mounting  eight  guns.  Fearful  of  alarming  the  inhabitants  by 
the  approach  of  his  (hips,  he  refolved  to  make  the  attempt  by 
riieans  of  his  boats  only.  Whilft:  the  fquadron  was  vet  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  be  perceived  by  the  enemy,  about  ten  zt 
night  he  detached  fifty-eight  men,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
'Brett,  and  conducled  by  two  Spanifli  pilors.  They  landed  with- 
out oppofition,  and  foou  took  entire  polTeffion  of  the  place., 
The  governor,  with  moft  of  the  inhabitants,  having  had  fome 
previous  notice  from  the  ll:ips  in  the  harbour,  fled  into  the 
•country  at  their  approach,  and  continued  parading  on  the  hi!  s. 
The  Englifh  remained  three  days  on  fliore.;  during  which  time 
tliey  fent  all  the  treafure  they  could  find  on  board  their  ihips. 
They  then  fet  fire  to  the  town  and  re-embarked,  having  loft 
only  two  men  in  the  euterprir.e.  The  booty  they  carried  ofF 
•amounted  to  about  30,000].  The  lols  fnfiained  by  the  Spa- 
niards was  eftimated  at  2  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

Whilfl  Mr.  Anfon  was  thus  engaged,  the  Gloucelter,  Avhich 
Jiad  been  fent  on  a  cruize,  took  two  Spaniih  prizes  with  fpecie 
-«)n  board  amounting  to  ly.oool.  Aerling.  She  joined  the  fqua- 
ydron  two  days  after  their  departure  from  Paita,  and  tiiey  flood 
to  the-northward  with  a  deiign  to  water  at  the  ifland  of  Quibo,, 
near  the  bay  of  Panama.  At  this  iiland  they  arrived  on  the 
4th  of  December.  The  comniO'lore  had  indeed  cntertainect 
fome  hopes  of  being  reinforced  from  admiral  Vernon'j  fqua- 
dron acrofs  the  ifihmus  of  Darien  ;  biit:  h^;  learnt,  fiom  the  pa- 
pers found  o!)  board  one  of  his  prize:^,  that  tije  attack  upon 
Carthagena  had  failed.  Thefe  hopf3  therefore  immediately  va- 
nilhed,  and  he  now  determined  to  ilecr  fi)r  the  coaft  oi  Mexico, 
ill  expectation  of  falling  in  with  the  palleon  which  he  fuppoled 
to  be  on  her  palTage  from  Manilla  ;o  -{i...ipn].;o.     The  fqua- 
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A.  D.  tiron  f,\i\ed  from  C)tiibo  on  the  12th  of  December,  and  did  not 

1 74 1,  make  the  coaft  of  Mexico  till  the  29th  of  January.   But,  as  this 

brings  us   to  the  tranfa^lions  of  the  year  1742,    we  rr.uft  now 

return  to  Europe,  in  ord  jr  to  take  a  view  of  the  Britifh  navy 

nearer  home  to  the  end  of  the  year  1741. 

Whilft  Vernon  and  Anfon  were  thus  employed  in  America, 
the  admirals  Sir  John  Norris  and  Haddock  commanded  two 
formidable  fleets  in  Europe.  The  firft  of  thefe  commanders 
failed  from  Spithead  on  the  27th  of  July  with  fixteen  fliips  of 
the  line,  and,  fteering  for  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  began  to  cruize 
upon  the  coail  of  Spain.  With  this  formidable  fleet  he  might 
with  the  utmoft  facility  have  injured  the  enemy  mofl  effentially, 
by  ravaging  their  coafl:  and  deftroying  their  maritime  towns, 
which  were  almoft  totally  defencelefs.  Not  only  the  Britifli 
nation  in  general,  but  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  and  every  per- 
fon  oa  board,  except  the  admiral,  were  confident  that  fo  power- 
ful a  fleet  had  fome  capital  objeCl  in  view.  But,  to  the  aflo- 
iiiO'mcnt  of  all  the  world,  except  ihofe  who  were  admitted  be- 
hind the  curtain,  in  lefs  than  a  month.  Sir  John  Norris  return- 
ed to  Spiihead  with  half  his  fleet,  without  having  executed,  or 
even  attempted,  any  thing  worth  relating.  Part  of  the  fqua- 
dron  continued  cruizing  on  the  Spanifh  coaft,  and  the  Nallau 
and  Lenox  were  fent  to  join  admiral  Haddock,  who,  with  thir- 
teen men  of  war,  fpent  the  whole  fummer  cruizing  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, without  atchieving  any  thing  fuftkient  to  fumifh  a 
tolerable  Gazette.  The  caufes  alligned  for  his  being  ftationed 
in  that  tea  were,  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  Spanilh  fleet  at 
Cadiz  with  that  of  France  at  Toulon,  and  to  intercept  the 
troops  which  were  intended  to  be  tranfported  from  Barcelona 
to  Italy,  in  order  to  a6l  againfl  the  queen  of  Hungary.  But 
inifortnnately  neither  of  thefe  purpofes  were  anfwered. 

What  were  the  private  inflruclions  given  to  Norris  and  Had- 
dock will  probably  always  remain  a  fecret.  Their  refpedtive 
chara6lers  as  men  of  abilities  and  refolution  uand  unimpeachcd  ; 
but  abilities  and  refolution  are  not  fufiicient  to  complete  th? 
character  of  a  naval  commander.  Probity  is  an  indifpenfible 
ingredient.  The  man  who  is  mean  enough  to  accept  of  a  com- 
njiuid  with  ignominious  rertri£tions,  merits  the  obloquy  which 
ooltcr'tv  will  never  fail  to  beftow.. 

On 
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On  the  1 2th  of  0£lober  Sir  John  Norris  failed  again  for  the  A.  D. 
coaft  of  Spain  with  a  fleet  often  men  of  war.  The  inhabitants  '^74** 
of  the  towns  along  the  fliore  were  at  firft  a  little  alarmed  at  his 
re- appearance  ;  but,  finding  him  now  no  lefs  harmlefs  than  be- 
fore, they  beheld  the  Englifli  fleet  as  an  agreeable  fpeftacle, 
and  were  at  length  fully  perfuaded  that  he  was  fenc  to  parade 
along  their  coafl:  merely  for  their  amufement. 

Notwithftanding  the  formidable  ftate  of  our  navy  at  this  pe- 
riod, our  trade  was  fo  ill  protected,  that,  fince  the  commtnce- 
ment  of  the  war,  the  Spaniards  had  taken  no  lefs  than  372  of 
our  trading  veflels.  The  merchants  of  London  and  other  porta 
were  convinced  that  their  lofles  were  chiefly  owing  to  negledl, 
and  they  remembered  the  declaration  of  the  minifter.  That  as 
the  war  Was  their  own,  they  muft  take  the  coniequences.  I 
have  before  animadverted  on  the  imprudence  of  intrufling  the 
conduct  of  a  war  to  a  minifter  who  is  forced  into  it  by  oppofi- 
tion.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  avoid 
a  war  with  Spain,  which,  with  a  little  of  that  fpirit  which 
Cromwell  on  ^  like  occafion  would  have  exerted,  he  might 
have  avoided.  The  Spaniards  piefumed  on  a  knowledge  of  Sir 
Robert's  pacific  difpoiition.  That  nation  had  indeed  great  rea- 
lon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  illicit  trade  carried  on  bv  Eng- 
lifli  veflels  in  the  Weft  Intlies.  If,  inflead  of  guarding  their 
coafts  by  armed  fliips,  they  had  complained  to  the  Britiih  mi- 
niflry,  and  if  the  Britifli  miniitry  had  taken  effectual  mcthcds 
to  prohibit  this  illicit  trade,  in  conl'equence  of  fuch  complaint, 
peace  between  the  two  nations  might  have  been  preferved,  and 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  would  have  remained  prime  minifter.  He 
was  averfe  to  the  war,  becaufe  he  forefaw  that  it  would  dedrov 
his  influence,  and  I  am  afraid  he  wanted  m.agnanimity  to  exert 
a  degree  of  patriotic  zeal  fufBcient  to  render  fucceftful  a  war 
which  he  did  not  approve'?. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  though  extremely  unpopular,  had  hi- 1742. 
therto  flood  fecure  under  the  Ihelterofthe  throne.  But  the 
people  of  England  were  now  fo  diflatisfied  with  this  unfuccci]- 
ful  war  with  Spain,  and  particularly  with  his  total  negled  of 
the  queen  of  Hungary  in  her  diftrefs,  that,  at  the  general  elec- 
tion of  a  new  parliament,  a  conflderable  majority  of  the  inde- 
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A.  D.  pendent  voters,  throughout  the  kingdom,  oppofed  the  court ; 
'742«  many  of  Sir  Robert's  members  were  thrown  out,  and  when  the 
parliament  met,  the  complexion  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
fuch,  that  a  change  of  miniftry  became  unavoidable.  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  was  created  earl  of  Orford;  he  rcfigned  all  his 
•employments,  and  found  an  afylum  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  The 
leading  patriots  in  both  houfes  were  either  taken  into  the  new 
^adminiftration,  or  filsnced  by  titles,  fo  that  all  inquiry  into  th<; 
condu£lofthe  late  miniller  fell  to  the  ground.  Mr.  Sandys 
was  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  duke  of  New- 
■caftle  and  lord  Carteret  fecretaries  of  flate,  and  Mr.  Pulteney 
was  created  earl  of  Bath. 

Thefe  incidental  matters  being  premifed,  we  now  return  t© 
the  proper  object  of  our  hiftory.     Forty  thoufand  feamen  were 
voted   for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year.     The  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  under  admiral  Haddock,  confided  of  twenty- 
nine  men  of  war.     He  refigned  to  Leftock  on  account  of  his 
declining  health  ;  but  the  new  miniflry  gave  the  command  to 
admiral  Matl>ews,  who  f^iiled  from  Spithead  on  the   lOth  of 
April,  with  the  Namur,  Caroline,  RuiTel,  and  Norfolk.     This 
admiral  was  alfo  invefted  with  the  charadler  of  minifter-pleni- 
potentiary  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  dates  of  Italy.     As 
ibon  as  he  had  afTumed  the  command,  being  informed  that  five 
Spanifh  gallies  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  Tropez,  he  or- 
dered captain  Norris  to  attack  and  deftroy  them  "j  which  fervice 
was  immediately  and  effe6i;ually  performed.     The  united  lleet 
of  France  and  Spain  was  at  this  time  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon  : 
2t  confifted  of  thirty-lix  Ihips  of  the  line.     The  Britifli  fleer, 
being  joined  by  rear-admiral  Rowley,  was  fomewhat  fuperior 
m  number  of  Ihips.     Mr.  Mathews's  inftru£lions  were  to  block 
vp  the  Toulon  fleet,  and   by  cruising  on  the  coafi:  to  prevent 
any  fupplies  being  fcnt  to  the  army  in  Provence.    For  this  pur- 
jiofe,  on  the  2d  of  June,  he  ftationed  his  two  rear-admirals, 
Leftock  and  Rowley,  with  twentv-foar  fliips,  off  the  iflands 
«)f  Kieres,  with  orders  to  cruize  for  fix  weeks.     Whilft  Ma- 
thews continued  at  Villa  Franca,  a  French  man  of  war,  pafTmg 
hy  that,  port,  in  fight  of  the  fleet,  neglected  to  pay  a  proper 
compliment  to  the  BrltiOi  Bag.     The  adniira!  faed  a  gun   as  a 
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flgnaf  for  her  to  bring  to,  the  Frenchman  continued  obftinate.A.  !)• 
Upon  which  Mr.  Mathews  ordered  one  of  his  lliips  to  purfue  i74''^*' 
and  fink  him-,  which  was  immediately  executed  by  the  firft 
broadfide.  Meanwliile  a  part  of  the  Bi'itilh  ileet  ",  cruizing 
on  the  coaft  of  Catalonia,  bombarded  the  towns  of  Mataro  and 
Palamos,  in  both  which  they  deftroyed  many  houfes  and  many 
of  their  inhabitants.  What  had  thefe  wretched  inhabitants  done 
to  offend  the  king  of  England  ?  But  fuch  are  the  laws  of  war  ?' 
If  Chriflian  princes  believed  in  the  religion  they  profefs,  furely 
they  would  not  wantonly  involve  their  innocent  fubjedls  in  fuch 
calamities.  But,  if  they  muft  needs  quarrel  and  fight,  it  were 
devoutly  to  be  wifh-ed,  that,  by  fome  general  law  of  nations,  the 
inofFenfive  part  of  their  lubjecls  might  be  fecured  from  iniulc 
and  devaftatlon. 

In  the  beginning  of  Augufl,  admiral  Mathews  detached 
commodore  Martin  with  a  fqundron  to  the  bay  of  Naples,  with 
orders  to  compel  his  Sicilian  majefly  to  recal  his  troops  from 
the  Spanifli  army  in  Italy.  The  Neapolitans  were  thrown  intO' 
the  utmofl  confi:ernation  at  the  appearance  of  an  Englifh  fleet ; 
expecling  every  moment  a  mere  dreadful  thunder  than  that  of 
Vefuvius,  The  king,  however,  jto  fave  his  capital,  ligned  a 
paper  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Martin,  by  which  he  engaged 
immediately  to  recal  his  troops,  and  to  obferve  a  ftridt  neutra-- 
fity  during  the  war.  Having  performed  this  fervice,  the  co.ii- 
inodore  rejoined  the  admiral  in  the  road  of  Hieres,  which  wa3 
now  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  BritifL  fleet.  Towards  the 
end  of  Auguft,,  Mr.  Mathews,  being  informed  that  the  Spaniards 
had  coilecSted  a  conilderable  magazine  at  St.  Remo,  in  the  Ge- 
noefe  territories,  cawfed  a  party  of  failors  to  be  landed  near  that 
town  in  order  to  deftroy  it ;  and  they  executed  their  com.miffiorr 
without  any  danger  or  difficulty.  He  likewlfe  fent  two  fiiip2 
with  orders  to  take  or  deftroy  a  Spanilli  man  of  war  of  the 
line,  which  lay  at  anchor  at  Ajaccio  in  the  ifltmd  of  Corfica  ^ 
but  the  Spaniard  faved  them  the  trouble,  by  firfi  fetting  his  men 
cm  fhore,  and  then  blowing  up  the  fhip. 

Let  us  now  take  a  temporary  leave  of  Europe,  in  order  to 
review  the  Britifli  fleet  and  army  in  the  Wefl:  Indies.  We  are 
to  rccolleft,  that,  after  the  retreat  from  Carthagena,  the  troops 
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A.  D.  under  general  Wentworth  returned  to  Jamaica,  and  admiral 
^742.  Vernon  with  his  fquadron  continued  cruizing  off  Hifpaniola  in 
expe(Slalion  of  a  reinforcement  from  England.  But  not  meeting 
with  the  convoy,  he  returned  to  Jamaica  on  the  5th  of  January, 
where,  on  the  i5rh,  arrived  alfo  the  Greenwich,  St.  Alban's^ 
and  the  Fox,  with  the  expelled  reinforcement  from  England  of 
2000  marines.  The  principal  ofhcers,  both  of  the  army  and 
navy,  ruminating,  with  regret,  on  their  two  laft  unfucceisful 
expeditions,  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  they  could  not 
with  any  degree  of  credit,  return  to  England  without  fome  far- 
ther attempt  againll:  the  enemy.  General  councils  of  war  were 
frequently  held,  and  it  was  at  laft  determined  to  land  at  Porto- 
Bello,  march  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  and  take  the  rich 
town  of  Panama.  But,  though  this  refolution  was  taken  early 
in  January,  it  was  upwards  of  two  months  before  the  troops 
snd  tranfports  were  ready  for  embarkation.  However,  they 
embarked  at  laft,  and  the  whole  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  Porto-Bello,  in  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  March. 
This  fleet  confifted  of  eight  fail  of  the  line,  three  fire-ihips, 
and  two  hofpital  fliips,  with  forty  tranfports,  on  board  of  which 
were  3000  land  forces,  and  500  negroes  raifed  by  governor 
Trclawney,  who  hlmfelf  attended  the  expedition.  As  foon  as 
the  fleet  Ccime  to  an  anchor,  the  governor  of  Porto-Bello 
Jiiarched  directly  to  Panama  with  three  companies  of  Spaniards 
and  two  companies  of  Mulattoes.  There  being  nothing  to  op- 
pofe  the  landing  of  the  troops,  the  admiral  imagined  that  they 
would  proceed  without  delay  5  but,  to  his  great  furprize,  a 
council  of  the  land-oiHcersP  refoived  that  the  fchcme  was  im- 
practicable, and  that  it  was  therefore  neceffary  to  return  to  Ja- 
maica. The  reafons  alTigned  for  this  refolution  were,  the  fea- 
fnn  being  too  far  advanced,  their  numbers  being  diminiflied  by 
ficknefs  and  the  feparation  of  fome  of  the  tranfports,  and  their 
having  received  intelligence  that  the  garrifori  of  Panama  had 
been  lately  reinforced.  Thefe  reafons  did  not  appear  quite  ia- 
tisfaftory  to  Mr.  Vernon  ;  neverthelefs,  as,  in  their  general 
councils  of  war,  there  was  a  msjority  of  iand-oBicers,  his  opi- 

P  The  ofFi.rcrs  prefent  at  thj^  r  nncil  of  war  were,  gener3l  Wentworth,  c»li)nel 
Frrzer,  governor  Ts-elawney,  colonel  Lcight;n,  colonel  C  ipe,  colonel  Duroure, 
aiid  colonti  .Mittin. 
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nion  was  of  no  importance.  That  their  number  was  fomewliat  A.  D. 
reduced  is  moll  certain  ;  but  there  remained  yet  2000  elFetlive  ^74'^« 
men  ;  an  army  more  than  fufficient,  under  a  general  of  fpirit 
and  abilities,  to  have  fecured  the  treafure  of  Panama.  Nothing; 
can  be  more  contemptible  than  this  prudent  timidity,  when  we 
confider  that  the  attempt  might  have  been  made  without  the 
leaft  rifk,  as  there  was  no  army  in  the  whole  country  capable 
of  meeting  them  in  the  field,  and  confequently,  in  cafe  of  a  re- 
pulfe,  they  might  have  returned  without  the  leafb  danger  of  be- 
ing harafled  in  their  retreat.  Pofllbly  thefe  land  officers  would 
have  had  more  refolution  in  a  colder  climate.  The  animal  mer- 
cury in  the  human  barometer  feems  to  fall  in  proportion  to  its 
approximation  to  the  fun.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  whole  fleet 
Tailed  from  Porto-Bello  in  the  beginning  of  April,  and  arrived 
at  Jamaica  on  the  15th  of  May.  On  the  23d  of  September 
the  Gibraltar  man  of  war  arrived  at  Port  Royal  in  that  ifland, 
with  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Newcafile,  ordering  vice-admiral 
Vernon  and  general  Wentworth  to  return  immediately  to  Eng- 
land, and  they  returned  accordingly. 

Thus  ended  this  vaft  enterprize  againft  the  Spanifii  fettlements 
in  America !  in  which  enormous  fums  were  expended,  and  ten 
thoufand  lives  facrificed,  without  the  leafl:  benefit  to  the  nation, 
or  gloi'y  to  the  commandersl  To  inquire  into  the  caufe,  01* 
caufes,  of  fuch  a  feries  of  difappointments  cannot,  at  this  di- 
flance  of  time,  be  attributed  to  partiality  or  malevolence;  and 
to  negleft  fuch  inquiry  were  to  fruflrate  the  only  rational  de- 
fign  of  hiftory.  The  death  of  lord  Cathcart  was  the  firft 
misfortune,  and  probably  the  foundation  of  all  that  followed. 
Though  this  could  neither  be  forefeen  nor  prevented,  yet  it  may 
teach  future  minifters  of  flafe,  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  attentl 
fblely  to  the  abilities  of  the  commander  in  chief  j  the  fecond, 
and  even  the  third  in  command,  fhould  alfo  be  men  equal  to 
the  command  of  an  army.  That  general  AVentworth  wanted 
that  determined  intrepid  alacrity  fo  nectffhry  in  the  execution  of 
fuch  enterprizes  is  felf-evident.  As  to  Vernon,  he  certainly  did 
not  want  refolution,  but  it  is  pretty  certain  that  his  contempt  for 
Wentworth  prevented  him  from  a£ling  fo  cordially  and  vigor- 
oufiy  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  He  wllhed  to  have  had  the 
fole  direction  of  every  operation,  and  I  mufl-do  him  the  juflice 
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A.  D.  to  believe,  that,  if  that  had  been  the  cafe,  he  would  generaH^ 

1743*  have  fucceeded. 

I  maft  now  recal  the  reader's  attention  to  Mr.  Anfon,  whom 
we  left  in- the  Pacific  Ocean,  cruizing  on  the  coafl  of  Mexico'', 
in  hourly  expeclatiou  of  falling  in  with  the  annual  Spinifla  gal- 
Ifeon  in  her  pafTage  from  Manilla  to  Acapulco.  In  thefe  hopea 
he  was  difappointed ;  for  he  was  informed  by  three  negroes 
whom  he  furprized  in  a  canoe,  off  the  harbour  of  Acapulco,- 
that  the  galleon  arrived  on  the  9th  of  January,  about  twenty 
days  before  the  fquadron  fell  in  with  the  coaft.  But  he  had 
the  fatisfacLion  to  learn  alfo,  that  her  return  was  fixed  for  the 
3d  of  March.  This  information  was  joyfully  received,  as  the 
fpecie  for  which  flie  had  fold  her  cargo  would  render  her  a 
much  more  valuable  prize  than  ihe  would  have  been  before  her 
arrival  at  Acapulco. 

All  hands  were  now  employed  in  preparing  for  the  reception' 
cf  the  galleon,  not  doubting  but  this  immenfe  reward  of  their 
former  fufFerings  would  foon  be  in  their  pofleSion ;  for  though 
the  crews  of  the  five  (hips  amounted  in  all  to  no  more  than- 
330,  boys  included,  and  the  hands  on  board  the  galleon  wers' 
generally  almoft  double  that  number ;  yet  there  was  not  a  per- 
son on  board  the  fcfthsdttm  who  had  any  other  doubt,  or  fear,, 
than  that  of  her  not  failing^^at  the  time  appointed.  Mr.  An- 
fon's  licet  confifted  of  the  Centurion,  the  Gloucefter,  the  Car- 
inelo,  the  Carmin,  the  Tryal's  prize,  and  two  cutters.  With 
thefe  five  fliips  he  formed  a  chain,  commanding  an  extent  of 
about  twenty  leagues,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  harbour  of 
Acapulco  as  not  to  be  feen  from  the  fliore,  and  fent  tfce  two 
cutters  every  night  nearer  the  (hore,  with  orders  to  fiand  ofF 
afrain  at  the  approach  of  day.  In  this  difpofition  they  expe£led 
the  appointed  day  with  the  utmoft  impatience.  The  important 
day  dawned  at  laft,  and  every  eye  in  the  fleet  gazed  perpetually 
towards  the  land.  The  fun  funk  beneath  the  horizon,  and  no 
ihip  appeared.  Another  day  palled,  and  then  a  third,  in  fruit- 
lefs  expedlation.  In  fliort,  after  waiting  to  no  purpofe  till  the 
23d,  the  commodore  rationally  concluded,  that  the  galleon  was 
detained  till  the  year  followhig  j  and  this  was  really  the  cafe,  in- 

"^  Anfon'*  voyage,  p,  53?. 
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con'fequence  of  his  barge  having  been  feen  by  the  enemy  when  A.  D. 
flie  was  fent  to  difcover  the  harbour  of  Acapulco.  1 743. 

Having  now  remained  on  this  (lation  as4ong  as  his  fteres  of 
wood  and  water  would  allow,  Mr.  Anfon  thought  it  expedient 
to  prepare  for  his  voyage  to  China,  and  it  being  determined  to 
recruit  his  (lores  at  Chequetan,  about  30  leagues  weft  of  Aca= 
j?uIco,  he  fteered  diredlly  for  that  harbour,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  7th  of    April.     The  firft  bufinefs  here,    after  a  vain 
attempt  to  open  an  intercourfe  with   the  natives,  was  lo  un-- 
Joad  and  deflroy  the   Carmelo,  the  Carmin,  and   the  Tryal's 
prize,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  crews  of  the  men  of  war,  fo 
as  to  enable  them  to  undertake,  with  any  degree  of  fafety,  the 
•voyage  acrofs  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  buiinefs  of  watering,  ^Co 
being  now  finifhed,  the  Centurion  and  the  Gloucefter  weighed 
snchor  on  the  28th  of  April,  and  proceeded  on  tlieir  voyage  to 
China.     They  loft  fight  of  the  American  mountains  on  the  8th 
of  May.     After  contending  with   repeated   gaies  of  contrary 
winds,  the  Gloucefter,  having  loft  moft  of  her  mafts,  became 
fo  leaky  that,  on  the  J 5th  of  Auguft,  it  was  found  impoflible 
to  keep  her  any  longer  above  water.     The  crew  was  therefore 
removed  to  the  Centurion,  and  the  Gloucefter  v/as  fet  on  fire. 
'On  the  28th  the  Centurion  arrived  at  Tinian,  one  of  the  La- 
drone  iflands,  in  latitude  i-^°  north,  and  1 15*^  weft  of  Acapul- 
co.    At  this  time  ih  many  of  their  people  had  pcrilhed,  or 
were  Hck  of  thi;  fcurvy,  that  not  quite  a  hundred  men  remain- 
ed fit  for  duty.     The  number  of  the  fick  amounted  to   128, 
moft  of  which  recovered  foon   after  landing   on   this  fertile, 
healthy,  and  beautiful  ifland.     Here  they  remained  till  the  21ft 
€)f  Odlober,  on  which  day,  the  crew  being  now  in  good  health, 
the  Centurion  ftood  out  to  fea,  fteering  diietlly  for  the  ifland 
of  Macoa,  a  Portuguefe  fettlemcnt  ne;:r  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Canton  in  China.     She  made  the  land  on  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  came  to  an  anchor,  on  the  I2ih,  in  the  road  near  the 
city  of  Macoa. 

After  many  provoking  delays  and  difficulties,  Mr.  Anfon  at 
lafi:  obtained  permiflion  from  the  Chinefe  government  to  repair 
iiis  fiiipand  replenlfli  his  ftore  of  provifions.  This  bufinefs  be- 
•jng  at  length  efFefted  to  his  fatisfaftion,  he  put  to  fea  on  the 
19th  of  April,  1 743,  and,  though  he  had  given  ov.t  that  he  was 
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A.  D.  bound  for  Batavia,  he  had  refolved  once  more  to  try  to  inter- 
1743-  cept  the  Acapuico  {hip  in  her  paffage  to  Manilla.  With  this  in- 
tention he  returned  to  the  Phillippine  iflands,  and  cruized  ofF 
Cape  Efpiritu  Santo  on  the  ifland  of  Samuel,  that  being  the  firi^ 
land  general  made  by  the  galleons.  He  continued  cruizing  on 
this  ftatlon  till  the  20th  of  June,  when,  early  in  the  morning, 
to  the  inexpiefiible  joy  of  the  whole  crew,  they  (Jifcovered  the 
long-expected  galleon.  The  engagement  loon  began,  and  con- 
tinued about  two  hours  ;  after  which  the  Spaniard  flruck,  ha- 
vint'  fixtv-feven  men  killed  and  eighty-four  wounded.  The 
Centurion  had  only  two  killed  and  feventeen  wounded,  who  all 
recovered  except  one  man.  The  treafure  on  board  this  galleon 
confifted  of  1,313,843  pieces  of  eight,  and  35,682  ounces  of 
virgin  lilver,  befides  fome  cochineal  and  other  merchandize, 
amounting  in  the  wnole  to  313,000!.  fterling. 

The  commodore  being  now  m  poiTcffion  of  the  reward  of  his 
toil,  dangers,  perfeverance  and  refoliition,  with  a  crew  on  board 
whofe  felicity  cannot  be  ealily  imagined,  returned  to  the  river 
of  Canton,  where  he  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  14th  of  July. 
His  fole  intention  being  to  lay  in  the  ftores  neceflary  for  his 
voyage  to  England,  he  applied  immediately  to  the  Chinefe  go- 
vernment for  leave  to  victual  his  fliip  ;  but  fuch  is  the  fufpicious 
"folly  and  abfurd  policy  of  that  people,  that  after  live  months 
delay  he  v^tis  at  laft  obliged  to  iniill:  on  an  audience  of  the  vice- 
roy of  Canton,  before  he  could  be  fupplied.  Immediately  after 
this  audience  his  ftores  were  fent  on  board,  and  on  the  7th  of 
December  the  Centurion  and  her  prize  unmoored  and  fell  down 
tlie  river.  On  the  12th  they  anchored  before  the  town  of 
Macoa,  where  Mr.  Anfon  fold  the  Spanifli  galleon  for  600Q 
dollars,  and  on  the  15th  proceeded  on  his  voyage.  He  arrived 
at  tlis  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  iitb  of  March,  and  failing 
from  thence  on  the  3d  of  April,  came  to  an  anchor  at  Spithead. 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1744. 

Having  thus  brought  the  fortunate  Centurion  fafe  to  England, 
ict  us  inquire  into  the  exploits  of  our  fleet  in  the  Welt  Indies. 
When  admiral  Vernon  returned  home,  the  command  of  the 
fiset  devolved  on  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  who  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary detached  captain  Knowles  with  eight  men  of  war,  ha- 
X'ing  4C0  land  forces  on  boardj  with  orders  to  make  an  attack 
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on  the  tqwn  of  La  Guira  on  the  coaft  of  Caraccas.  Mr.  A.  D. 
Knowles  accordingly  proceeded"" ;  he  began  his  attack  on  the  1743. 
J  8th  about  noon,  and  continued  firing  upon  the  town  till  niphr, 
without  any  other  effect  than  that  of  delb-oying  fome  houfes 
and  churches.  His  ihips  were  fo  (hattered  that  he  was  obliged 
to  delift,  and  to  fiui  for  Curacoa  in  order  to  refit.  It  was  faid 
that  the  Spaniards  loft  700  men  on  this  occafion ;  it  is  howevei- 
certain  that  the  EngliiL  fquadron  had  near  a  hundred  men  kil- 
led, and  three  times  that  number  wounded. 

Mr,  Knowles  having  mifcarried  in  this  attack,  was  unwilling 
to  return  without  a  farther  attempt  to  revive  the  faded  laurels  of 
his  country.  His  fliips  being  repaired  %  he  refolved  to  make 
an  attack  upon  Porto  Cavallo.  The  Spaniards  were  apprized 
of  his  defign,  and  had  taken  efFeilual  meafures  for  their  de- 
fence. The  garrifon,  confifting  of  failors,  Indians,  Mulatroes 
and  Blacks,  amounted  to  about  2000  men  ;  and  the  entrance 
into  the  harbour  was  fecured  by  funken  veiTels,  and  command- 
ed by  fevcral  fafcine  batteries.  The  fquadron  failed  from  Cura- 
coa on  the  20th  of  March,  but  did  not  arrive  off  Porto  Cavallo 
before  the  15th  of  April.  It  was  refolved  to  fend  in  two  men 
of  war  to  cannonade  the  batteries,  and  the  Lively  and  Ekhani 
being  immediately  ordered  upon  this  fervice,  filenced  the  puns 
of  the  enemy  before  night.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  the  fniin^ 
vn  both  fides  having  ceafed,  major  Lucas  with  1200  men,  fail- 
ors and  Ibldiers,  landed  an  the  beach,  and,  marching  alonff 
ihore,  took  poireffion  of  one  of  the  fafcine  batteries.  The  Spa- 
niards being  now  alarmed,  two  guns  were  fired  from  another 
battery  upon  the  allailants,  which  throwing  them  into  confu- 
fion,  they  began  to  fire  upon  each  other,  and  with  great  pre- 
cipitation retired  to  their  ihips.  The  liritilh  fpirit  being  not  vet 
quite  fubdued  by  this  mifcarriage,  it  was  refolved  in  a  council 
of  war  to  make  a  general  attack  upon  the  caftle  and  batteries 
at  the  fame  time  :  accordingly,  on  the  24th  this  general  attack 
was  begun  by  feven  men  of  war;  the  AlSftance,  Burford,  Suf- 
folk and  Norwich  battered  the  caflle  ;  and  the  Scarborough,' 
Lively  and  Eltham  fired  upon  the  fafcine  batteries.  Ti;e  cannon- 
ading continued  with  great  fury  till  nine  at  night,  at  which  time 
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A.  D.  the  commodore  made  a  fignal  to  cut.    It  was  indeed  high  time, 

J  743.  for  he  had  now  loft  200  men,  and  moft  of  his  fliips  had  fut- 

tainad  confiderable  damage.     His  difgrace  being  now  complete, 

commodore  Knowles  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Jamaica, 

where  he  remained  inaftive  during  the  remninder  of  the  year. 

Such  were  the  atchievements  of  the  Britifli  navy  in  the  Weft 
Indies  during  the  year  1743.  We  were  indeed  peculiarly  un* 
fuccefsful  in  that  part  of  the  world,  every  attempt  againft  the 
enemy,  ftnce  the  taking  of  Porto-Bello,  having  mifcarried. 
Our  commanders  probably  were  not  deficient  in  point  of  per- 
fonal  courage  j  but  perfonal  courage  without  abilities  is  fre- 
quently produ6l;ive  of  difappointment  and  difgrace.  In  the  Me- 
diterranean the  fieet  under  the  command  of  admiral  Mathews 
continued  ftill  on  its  ftation  at  Hieres,  without  performing  any 
fignal  fervice,  except  preventing  the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets 
from  failing  out  of  the  harbour  of  Toulon, 

The  Spaniards  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  took  262  Britifli 
prizes,  valued  at  567,0001,  fterling;  and  we  took  from  them 
J46  ftiips,  worth  about, 754,000 L  including  the  Acapulco  ftiip 
taken  hy  Mr.  Anfon. 

The  naval  promotions  in  this  year  were  thefe :  Sir  John 
Norris  made  admiral  of  th«  red;  John  Balchen,  Efq;  admiral 
of  the  white  j  Thomas  Mathews,  Efq;  vice-admiral  of  the  red  ; 
Nicholas  Haddock,  Efq;  vice-admiral  of  the  white  ;  Sir  Cha- 
-  loner  Ogle,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  ;  James  Steuart,  Efq;  rear- 
admiral  of  the  red;  Richard  Leftock,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the 
white;  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  rear-admiral  of  the  blue, 
S744.  Though,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  French  army  was  defeat- 
ed by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  perfon;  though  the  French 
and  Spanifli  fleets  were  united  in  the  Mediterranean,  yet  be- 
tween England  and  France  there  was  no  war^  However,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1744,  both  nations  threw  off  the 
malk.  The  diflenflons  in  the  Britifli  parliament  at  this  time  ran 
high,  and  the  people  in  general  were  difcontented.  The  Popifli 
emilTaries  and  Jacobites,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  per- 
fuaded  the  French  miniftry,  that  a  revolution  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender  might  eafiiy  be  effc^ed,  and  cardinal  Tencin  gave 

t  Smo'lct's  hUlory^  vcl.  vii.  p.  ^^3^ 
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c'ar  to  their  proje£l,  fully  perfuaded  that  the  attempt  would,  at  A.  D' 
leaft,  caufe  a  conliderable  diverfion  from  the  continent.  Charles,  1 744» 
the  fecond  fon  of  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  was  accordingly 
invited  to  Paris,  where  he  arrived  Ibme  time  in  the  month  of 
January.  In  the  fame  month  a  fleet  of  twenty  French  men  of 
war  failed  up  the  EngliOi  channel,  and  7000  men  were  a£lua]ly 
embarked  at  Dunkirk  with  a  defign  to  invade  England.  Thefe 
proceedings  being  immediately  known  in  this  kingdom.  Sir  John 
Norris  was  ordered'  to  tarke  the  command  of  the  fleet  at  Spit- 
head,  which  being  joined  by  feveral  fhips  from  Chatham,  be- 
came fuperior  to  that  of  France.  At  the  fame  time  proper 
nieafures  were  taken  for  defending  the  coafl  in  cafe  of  an  inva- 
fion.  The  lieets  of  the  two  nations  came  within  fight  of  each 
other  ;  but  the  French  admiral,  confcious  of  his  inferiority, 
thought  fi,t  to  decline  an  engagement,  and  taking  the  advantage 
of  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  returned  to  the  port  from  whence  he 
failed.  Thus  ended  this  famous  invafion^  which  was  intended 
to  reftore  the  unfortunate  family  of  Steuart  to  the  throne  of 
their  anceftors,  and  the  young  adventurer  was  obliged  to  poft- 
pone  the  aflertion  of  his  pretenfions  to  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity. 

I  muft  now  conduft  the  reader  to  the  grandefb  fcene  exhibit- 
ed during  the  whole  war  :  a  fcene  which  for  magnificence  and 
importance  hath  rarely  been  equalled  in  any  age,  on  any  fea. 
Seventy-four  men  of  v/ar  in  the  Medrterranean,  all  in  view  at 
the  fame  time  preparing  to  pour  out  their  thunder,  deftrucStive 
of  the  human  fpecies,  and  decifive  of  the  fate  of  nations!  The 
great,  the  anxious  expe£Vation  raifed  by  fuch  a  profpecl  may 
be  calily  imagined  ;  but  the  vaft  machinery  was  too  flupendous 
for  human  management,  and  the  heroic  virtue  of  former  aoes 
was  wanting  to  produce  a  glorious  cataftrophe. 

The  French  and  Spanifh  fleet,  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon^ 
confifted  of  twenty-eight  fail  of  the  line,,  and  fix  frigates;  that 
of  England  of  twenty-eight  fhips  of  the  line,  ten  frigates  and  two 
fire- fhips,  all  moored  in  the  bay  of  Hieres.  The  number  of 
guns  in  the  conjun^l  fleet  was  1820,  and  of  men  16,500;  the 
guns  on  board  the  Britifh  fleet  were  2490,  and  the  number  of 
men  15,000.  But  the  number  of  fl^ps  of  the  line  was  equalj, 
aad  ihck  wers  eq.ually  manned.     However,  on  a  con:parative 
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A.  D.  view  of  the  whole  force  of  each  fqua<lron,  there  was  an  evl- 

^744' dent  fuperiority  in  favour  of  the  Enghih,  in  jullice  to  whom  we 

muft  neverthelefs  remember,  that,  having  been  long  at  fea,  their 

fhips  were  foul,  whilft  thofc  of  the  enemy  were  clean,  and  in 

fine  failing  condition. 

The  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  no  longer  able  to  fupport 
the  difgrace  of  havmg  their  ileets  blocked  up  in  the  harbour  of 
Toulon,  lent  poiitive  orders  for  them  to  proceed  to  fea  at  all 
events.  On  the  8tli  of  February  they  were  perceived  to  be  un- 
der fail,  the  French  admiral,  De  Court,  having  hoifted  his  flag 
on  board  the  Terrible.  Admiral  Mathews  immediately  made  a 
fignal  for  unmooring,  and  the  Britilh  fleet  got  under  way  on 
the  yth,  with  all  poffible  expedition  ".  During  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing day,  thefe  two  tremendous  fleets  continued  manoeuvring 
in  fight  of  each  other,  apparently  endeavouring,  like  two  land 
armies,  to  gain  the  advantage  of  lituation.  It  was  very  evident 
that  the  French  admiral  had  no  great  inclination  to  fight,  and 
his  fiiips  failed  io  well  that  he  might  eafily  have  efcaped ;  but 
the  Spaniards,  either  from  want  of  flcill  or  want  of  hands,  pro- 
ceeded fo  tardily,  that  it  was  impolTible  to  bring  them  oiF. 

On  the  I  ith,  at  break  of  day,  the  two  fleets  were  at  a  great- 
er diflance  than  on  the  preceding  day,  and  admiral  Mathews 
had  the  mortification  to  find  Mr.  Leflock's  divifion  confidcrably 
allern.  He  now  imagined  that  De  Court's  intention  was  to 
draw  him  towards  theStreightn,  in  expedlation  of  a  reinforcement 
from  Breft  ;  he  therefore  determined  to  engage  the  enemy  as 
foon  as  poillble,  notwithftanding  the  irregularity  of  his  linej 
his  van  and  rear  being  at  two  great  a  diftance  from  the  cehtre. 
Accordingly,  at  half  pafi:  eleven,  admiral  Mathews  made  the 
fignal  to  engage ;  which  fignal  Leftock  did  not  think  proper  to 
repeat.  Indeed  he  was,  at  this  time,  fo  far  aflern,  that  he  had 
no  enemy  to  engage.  Admiral  Mathews,  with  the  centre  of 
the  Englifli,  was  oppofjte  to  the  enemy's  rear,  confifling  of  the 
Kpanifli  fquadron  ;  and  rear-admiral  Rowley,  vvho  cornmanded 
the  van,  was  abreaft  of  the  enemy's  centre.  Thus  were  the 
two  fleets  fituated  when  admiral  Mathews  hoifled  the  fignal  for 
engaging.  Himftlf  in  the  NamUr,  and  captain  Cornwall  in  the 
Marlborough,  bore  down  upon  the  Spanifli  admir.il  and  the 

u  See  the  Appcntiix,  K^.  3.  •' 
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ifabtlLi,  nrid  began  the  attack  about  half  paft  one  o'clock.  At  A.  D. 
the  fame  time  captain  Forbes  in  the  Norfolk  engaged  the  Con-  J744» 
ilant,  and  the  PrincelTa,  Somerfet,  Bedford,  Dragon  and  King- 
flon  fired  at  the  Poder.  About  two  o'clock,  rear-admiral 
Rowley  in  the  Barfleur,  and  captain  Olborne  in  the  Caroline, 
came  up  with  the  French  admiral  and  the  Ferme,  and  engaged 
them  feme  time.  The  brave  captain  Cornwall  loft  both  his  legs 
by  one  fliot,  and  was  afterwards  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  mail 
which  was  fhot  by  the  board.  The  Norfolk  obliged  the  Con- 
ftant  to  quit  the  line.  Meanwhile  the  PrincelTa  and  Somerfet 
were  difabled  by  the  Poder ;  but  flae  being  afterwards  engaged 
by  captain  Hawke,  in  the  Berwick,  was  difmafted  and  obliged 
to  ftrike. 

This  irregular  and  partial  confli£l  continued  till  night,  when 
the  French  admiral,  having  collected  his  fcattered  fleet,  bore 
away.  The  Britifli  fleet  purfued  them  all  the  next  day  ;  but  on 
the  13th,  though  they  were  yet  in  fight,  admiral  Mathews,  be- 
ing apprehenfive  that  they  intended  to  decoy  him  from  the  coall 
of  Italy,  made  a  fignal  to  difcontinue  the  chace.  The  French 
fquadron  put  into  Alicant  on  the  x6th,  and  the  Spaniards  into 
Carthagena  on  the  day  following.  The  Britifh  fleet,  having 
fpent  feme  days,  to  no  purpofe,  in  looking  out  for  the  enemy, 
and  afterwards  in  vainly  attempting  to  regain  their  former  fta- 
tlon  off  Toulon,  were  at  length  obliged,  by  contrary  winds,  to 
bear  away  for  the  ifland  of  Minorca. 

Thus  ended,  chiefly  in  fmoke,  this  memorable  battle,  which 
feemed  to  threaten  a  moft  tremendous  confli£l,  and  which,  from 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  ought  to  have  annihilated 
the  naval  power  of  France  and  Spain.  How  it  happened  that 
fo  many  of  our  captains  were  on  that  dz'^  fafdnatedy  I  know- 
not  j  it  is  however  very  certain,  that  few  of  them  were  fairly 
engaged.  Admiral  Mathews  was  fo  diflatisfied  with  Leflock's 
conducl,  that  he  fufpended  him  from  his  command  and  fent  him 
to  England.  That  Leflock  did  not  fight  is  mofl  certain.  He 
faid  in  his  defence,  that  he  could  not  have  engaged  withouc 
breaking  the  line,  which  he  was  not  authorized  to  do,  becnufc, 
though  the  fignal  for  engaging  was  made,  yet  that  for  the  line 
of  battle  was  fl.ill  abroad.  That  Mathtws  might  be  guilty  of 
inattention  in  this  particular  without  any  impeachment  of  his 
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D.  A.  aVilities  as  a  naval  commander  may  furely  be  admitted,  wlien  wc 
1744.  confider  him  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy  and  preparing  to 
engage ;  but  it  was  sn  excufe  for  declining  an  attack  which  an 
honclt  and  brave  man  would  never  have  pleaded.  The  misfor- 
tune originated  in  a  continued  mifunderftanding  between  Ma- 
thews and  Leftock  j  the  latter  of  whom  facrificed  his  own  repu- 
tation to  the  hope  of  ruining  the  former.  In  that  hope  he  was 
but  too  fuccefsful  j  for,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial  in 
England,  admiral  Mathews  was  difmiffed,  and  rendered  inca- 
pable of  ferving  the  king  ;  Leftock  was  honourably  acquitted. 
The  people  of  England  were  however  of  a  very  different  opi- 
nion from  the  court,  and  poflerity  will  do  juftice  to  both  com- 
manders. Mathews  was  doubtlefs  a  brave  and  an  honeft  man  j 
Leftock  was  an  artful,  vindictive  difciplinarian.  Whether  he  was 
really  a  coward,  cannot  be  pofitively  determined ;  but  if  he  was 
not  deficient  irr  courage,  he  apparently  wanted  both  honour  and 
honefty.  As  fecond  in  command,  he  had  no  bufinefs  with  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  orders.  The  laft  order,  or  fignal, 
like  a  laft  will  and  teftament,  fuperfedes  all  the  preceding  fig- 
jials,  and  ought  to  be  immediately  obeyed,  regardlefs  of  any 
apparent  impropriety  or  abfurdity.  Every  individual  in  a  fleet 
or  army,  except  the  commander  in  chief,  is  a  mere  machine  ; 
whofe  bufinefs  it  rs  to  execute,  not  to  reafi^n.  The  fignal  for  the 
line  of  battle  being  abroad,  when  that  for  engaging  was  hoift- 
ed,  was  a  pitiful  escufe  for  not  fighting.  Leftock  evidently 
faw,  that  the  enemy  was  in  cur  power,  and  though  the  admi- 
ral's fignals  might  feem  fomewhat  inconfiftent,  his  intentions 
were  not  equivocal.  Mathews  nvight  want  head  :  Leftock  cer- 
tainly wanted  heart.  The  one  might  deferve  cenfure;  the  other 
ought  to  have  been  fiiot.  By  what  extraordinary  evidence,  or 
other  inftigation,  the  members  of  the  couTts-martral  who  deter- 
mined the  fate  of  thefe  admirals,  were  influenced,  I  know  not ; 
but  their  fentence  muft  for  ever  remain  a  blot  in  the  annals  of 
this  country. 

The  few  naval  commanders  who  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in 
this  ftiirmifh  (for  it  hardly  deferves  the  name  of  a  battle)  were, 
the  admirals  Mathews  and  Rowley,  the  captains  Cornwall, 
Forbes,  Oftjorne  raid  Hawke.  Few  of  the  reft  were  much  en- 
gaged.    The  Spaniards  loft  but  one  ililp,  the  Poder,  and  about 

a  thoa- 


OF     King     G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  51 

a  thoufand  men  killed  and  wounded.     The  Britifli  fleet  loft  a  A.  D. 
iire-(hip,  and  in  killed  and  wounded  about  four  hundred.  1744« 

Notwithftanding  this  naval  engagement  in  the  Mediterranean 
with  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  there  was  yet  no 
declaration  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France.  This 
ceremony,  however,  was  at  laft  performed.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  war  was  declared  at  Paris,  and  on  the  31  ft  of  the  fame 
month,  at  London.  The  navy  of  France  conflfted,  at  this  time, 
of  forty-five  fliips  of  the  line,  fixty-feven  frigates  and  fifty-five 
gallies  :  that  of  England  of  ninety  ftiips  of  the  line,  eighty-four 
frigates  and  fifty  other  vellels ;  in  all  two  hundred  and  twentyr 
four'fhips  of  war.  On  the  23d  of  June  the  following  promo- 
tions were  made  In  the  navy :  Nicholas  Haddock,  Efq;  and  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle,  appointed  admirals  of  the  blue ;  James  Stuart, 
Efq;  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  vice-admirals  of  the  redj  Thomas 
Davers,  Efq;  and  the  honourable  George  Clinton,  vice-admirals 
of  the  white;  William  Rowley  and  William  Martin,  Efqrsj 
vice-admirals  of  the  blue ;  Ifaac  Townfend,  Efq;  rear-admiral 
of  the  red ;  Henry  Medley,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  v/hite ; 
George  Anfon,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  blue. 

The  firft  fleet  which  failed  from  England  after  the  declaration 
of  war  with  France,  was  commanded  by  Sir  Charles  Hardy;  it 
confifted  of  eleven  Ihips  of  the  line.  He  failed  from  St.  Helen's 
on  the  1 8th  of  April,  with  a  number  of  ftore-fhips  under  his 
convoy  for  the  relief  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  which  was  in 
great  want  of  ftores  and  provifions.  Having  put  into  the  port 
of  Lift)on,  and  being  there  detained  by  contrary  winds,  the 
French  miniftry,  acquainted  with  his  deftination,  fent  immediate 
orders  for  the  Breft  fquadron,  of  fourteen  fail  of  the  line,  to 
block  him  up.  This  fervice  was  efiedually  performed,  and  Sir 
Charles  rem.ained  in  the  Tagus. 

On  the  6th  of  July  the  Britiih  navy  was  reinforced  by  the  ar- 
rival of  twenty  Dutch  men  of  war  at  Portfmouth,  under  the 
command  of  admiral  Bachereft.  On  the  15th  they  were  join- 
ed by  admiral  Balchen  with  fourteen  fail  of  the  lias*'".     This 

junited 

K  British  Division .Sir  Joiin  3a lchen  admiral. 

Hampton-Court,     70  guns,  Viftory,  no  guns, 

AHgnfta,  60  Priiicefi  Amelia,     80. 
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A.  D.  united  fleet  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  to  the 
J  744*  relief  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  and  on  the  9th  of  September  came 
to  an  anchor  off  the  rock  of  Lifbon.  The  French  admiral  ha- 
ving had  previous  intelligence  of  Balchen's  approach,  quitted 
his  ftation.  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  with  his  convoy,  joined  the 
fleet,  which  immediately  proceeded  to  Gibraltar,  and,  having 
reinforced  the  garrifon,  returned  in  fearch  of  the  Breft  fqua- 
dron.  But  Mr.  Rochambault,  the  French  admiral,  was,  by  this 
time,  fafe  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz.  Sir  John  Balchen  entered 
the  bay  of  Bifcay,  in  his  return  to  England,  on  the  30th  of 
September,  and,  on  the  3d  of  O^lober,  his  whole  fleet  was 
difperfed  by  a  violent  ftorm.  Several  of  the  fhips  fuffered  con- 
fiderably,  particularly  the  Exeter  and  the  Duke,  the  firft  of 
which  lofi:  her  main  and  mizen  mafts,  and  was  under  the  neccf- 
lity  of  throwing  twelve  of  her  guns  overboard ;  and  the  latter 
had  all  her  fails  torn  to  pieces,  and  ten  feet  water  in  her  hold. 
The  whole  fleet,  however,  except  the  admiral,  arrived  at  St. 
Helen's  on  the  loth  of  Odlober.  The  Vi£lory  was  feparated 
from  the  refi:  of  the  fleet  on  the  4th,  after  which  flie  was  never 
feen  or  heard  of  more.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  fhe  flruc.k 
upon  a  ridge  of  rocks,  called  the  Caflcets,  near  Alderney,  as 
repeated  iignals  of  diftrefs  were  heard  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
iiland  ;  but  it  blew  fo  violently  that  it  was  impoflible  to  give  her 
any  aflTiftance.  Thus  perifhed  the  fineft  firfl-rate  man  of  war 
in  the  world,  one  of  the  beft  admirals  in  the  Britifh  fervice, 
tleven  hundred  failors,  and  a  confidcrablc  number  of  volunteers, 
many  of  whom  were  of  families  of  diftinftion. 

Having  now  concluded  the  naval  tranfactions  in  Europe  da- 
ring the  year  1 744,  we  direct  our  inquiries  towards  America, 
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where  we  left  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  with  the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  A.  D. 
harbour  of  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica,  and  admiral  de  Torres,  1744- 
with  that  of  Spain,  at  the  Havannah.  In  thefe  refpedive  fitua- 
tions  they  both  remained,  not  othcrwife  employed  than  in  fend- 
ing out  cruizers  to  interrupt  the  trade  of  each  nation  •,  till,  on 
the  4th  of  November,  de  Torres,  with  five  men  of  war  and 
as  many  gallsons,  richly  laden,  failed  for  Europe,  and  arrived 
fafe  at  Corunna  on  the  29th  of  December.  Thefe  galleons 
brought  a  treafure  of  fifteen  millions  of  piaftres. 

During  this  year  the  navy  of  England  fuftained  feme  confi- 
derable  lolTes.  I  have  before  mentioned  tiie  fate  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Victory.  On  the  4th  of  June  the  Northumberland,  a 
new  (hip  of  70  guns  and  480  men,  commanded  by  captain 
Watfon,  cruizing  in  the  channel,  fell  in  with  three  French  men 
of  war,  viz.  the  Mars  of  68  guns  and  580  men,  commanded 
by  Monf.  de  Perrier ;  the  Conftanr  of  6q  guns  and  480  men, 
commanded  by  Monf.  Conflans;  and  the  Venus  of  26  guns 
and  250  men,  commanded  by  Monf.  de  Dacher.  The  North- 
umberland fuftained  this  very  unequal  coniii£l  for  three  hours, 
with  amazing  activity  and  refohition;  till,  unfortunately,  captain 
Watfon  was  mortally  wounded  :  flie  then  ftruck  her  colours  by 
order  of  the  mafter,  who  was  therefore  afterwards  fentcnced  by 
a  court-martial,  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  Mr.r- 
flialfea  prifon.  TheFrench  (jiipsloll  13c  men  in  the  engagement, 
and  their  rigging  was  fo  lliattered,  that  they  intended  to  Iheer 
off  as  foon  as  it  was  dark.  They  carried  the  Northumberland 
in  great  triumph  into  Breft,  where  captain  Watfon  died.  The 
Seaford,  captain  Pie,  the  Solebay,  captain  Bury,  both  of  20 
guns,  and  the  Grampus  floop,  were  likewife  taken  by  part  of 
the  Brefi.  fquadron  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

Before  I  conclude  the  naval  hiftory  of  the  year  1744,  it  is 
neceflary  to  turn  our  eyes,  for  a  moment,  towards  the  Eaft 
Indies.  In  confequence  of  an  application  to  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty, from  the  Eaft  India  company,  commodore  Barnet,  with 
four  men  of  war  y,  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  5  th  of  May, 
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A.  D.  nnd,  after  his  arrival  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  took  a  French  fifty- 

^  744-  gun  fliip,  and  three  rich  prizes. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  year  it  appeared  ^,  that,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  the  Spaniards  had  taken  786  Britifli 
vefTels,  which  were  valued  at  2,751,000!.  ;  and  the  Britifh  ef- 
fe£l:s  feized  in  Spain  on  the  declaration  of  war,  were  eftimated 
at  50,000  1.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  Spanifli  fhips 
taken  by  our  men  of  war  and  privateers  amounted  to  850,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  worth  2,550,000 1.  To  this  if  we  add  2,181,000 1, 
the  fuppofed  amount  of  the  prizes  taken,  fortifications  deftroy- 
ed,  ^c.  by  admiral  Vernon  and  Mr.  Anfon,  the  lofs  fuftained 
by  Spain  will  exceed  that  of  Great  Britain  1,930,000!.  By  a 
fimilar  eAimate  of  the  account  with  France,  there  appeared 
above  half  a  million  fterling  in  our  favour. 

1745.  Notwithfbanding  this  balance,  the  reader  has  doubtlefs 
been  difappointed  to  find  our  naval  hlftory  of  1 744  fo  unim- 
portant, and,  in  the  only  engagement  of  confequence,  fo  dif- 
graceful.  The  fatal  difagreement  between  Mathews  and 
Leftock  cannot  be  remembered  without  indignation  ;  but  the 
miniilry,  who  knew  their  enmity,  muft  have  forefeen,  and  were 
therefore  anfwerable  for  the  confequence.  That  miniftry  was 
now  changed.  Lord  Carteret  refigned  his  place  of  fecretary  of 
flate  to  the  earl  of  Harrington,  and  the  duke  of  Bedford  was 
appointed  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  Orders  were  immediate- 
ly ilTued  for  every  man  of  war  in  the  feveral  ports  to  be  fitted 
for  fervice.  Admiral  Davers  was  fent  to  protect  Jamaica,  the 
Mediterranean  fleet  was  reinforced  by  admiral  Medley,  and  the 
coaft  of  Great  Britain  was  fecured  by  cruizers  properly  Ra- 
tioned. 

Meanwhile  a  project  was  formed  in  the  general  aflembly  of 
Maflachufet  in  New  England,  to  furprize  the  city  of  Loui&urg, 
the  capital  of  Cape  Breton,  and  to  drive  the  French  intirely 
from  that  ifland.  The  miniAry  being  made  fenfible  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  enterprize,  ordered  commodore  Warren  to  quit 
his  ftation  at  the  Leeward  lilands,  and  join  the  American  expe-  ■ 
dition.  This  armament  was  raifed  with  fo  much  fecrecy  and 
difpatch,  that  an  army  of  3850  volunteers,  under  the  command   \ 


2  Roh's  liiftorjr,  vol.  jii,  p.  4CC, 

cf 


o  F    K  I  N  G    G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  5^ 

of  "William  PeppereJ,  Efq;  was  ready  to  embark  at  Bofton  be-  A.  D. 
fore  the  French  government  were  apprized  of  their  intention.  1 745' 
They  arrived  at  Canfo  in  Nova  Scotia,  under  the  convoy  of  ten 
American  privateers,  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  on  the  25th  were 
joined  by  commodore  Warren  in  the  Superbe  of  60  guns,  at- 
tended by  the  Lancefton,  the  Eltham,  and  the  Mermaid,  of 
40  guns  each.  Canfo  is  within  fight  of  Cape  Brecon,  and  yet 
the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  were  hitherto  totally  ignorant  of 
their  danger,  till,  on  the  30th  of  April,  they  beheld  this  hoftile 
fleet  come  to  an  anchor  in  Gabarus  bay,  about  a  league  from 
Louifburg.  The  governor  immediately  fent  a  detachment  of  a 
hundred  men  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  American  troops ; 
but  the  French  were  foon  obliged  to  retire  in  confufion,  and 
the  invaders  difembarked  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man. 
General  Pepperel  immediately  invefted  Louifburg,  whilft  Mr. 
Warren  blocked  up  the  harbour,  convoyed  feveral  veflels  with 
(lores  and  provifions  from  Bofton,  and  intercepted  a  French 
man  of  war  of  44  guns,  and  other  fhips  intended  to  relieve  the 
city.  Meanwhile  he  was  joined  by  the  Canterbury,  the  Sun- 
derland, and  the  Chefler ;  the  two  firlt  of  lixty  guns,  and  the 
laft  a  fifty-gun  fliip,  and  on  the  i  ith  of  June  the  Princefs  Mary, 
the  He(ftor,  and  the  Lark,  were  alio  added  to  his  fleet.  On 
the  r5th  of  June  Monf.  Chambon,  the  governor  of  Louifburg, 
fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Britifh  camp,  and  the  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton  was  fnrrendered  to  bis  Britannic  majefiy. 

It  is  impoflible  to  confider,  without  aftonilhment,  the  rapid 
fuccefs  of  this  handful  of  undifciplined  Northern  Americans, 
againfi:  a  city  regularly  fortified,  with  feveral  very  formidable 
batteries,  and  defended  by  twelve  hundred  regular  troops,  and 
fkilful  engineers.  But  the  activity  and  refolution  of  the  befieg- 
erswas  fuch,  that  fkill  and  difcipiine  fied  before  them  like  chafi" 
before  the  wind.  Can  thefe  Americans  be  a  race  of  cowards  ? 
Are  thefe  a  people  to  be  bullied  into  obedience  ?  Will  the  fee- 
ble attempts  of  a  general  Wentworth  in  the  V/efl  Indies  bear  any 
comparifon  with  the  conquefl  of  Louifburg  ?  It  was  indeed  a 
very  important  conquefl:,  as  it  difpofTefled  the  French  of  the 
fifhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  deprived  them  of 
their  only  feaport  in  North  America. 

After 
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A.  D.  After  the  departure  of  commodore  Warren  for  North 
1745*  America,  the  Weft  India  iflands  were  left  in  a  great  meafure 
defencelefs,  Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle  having  returned  to  England  with 
lix  men  of  war.  For  this  reafon,  vice-admiral  Townfend  was 
ordered  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  a. 
fquadron  of  eight  fhips*.  He  failed  from  Gibraltar 'on  the  2d 
of  Auguft,  and  arrived  off"  Martinico  on  the  3d  of  October, 
when  be  was  joined  by  the  Pembroke  of  60  guns,  and  the 
Woohvich  of  50.  Admiral  Townfend  having  had  information 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Martinico  were  in  great  diftrefs  for  pro- 
vifions,  determined  to  remain  upon  this  ftation  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  receiving  any  fiipplies  from  France :  for  though  it  be 
a  maxim  of  honourable  war,  among  Chriftian  princes,  not  td 
murder  fuch  of  each  other's  fubje6ls  as  do  not  bear  arms,  it  is 
neverthelefs  univerfally  allowable  to  deftroy  by  hunger  as  many 
peaceable  men,  women  and  children  as  they  can.  Gofpel  and 
political  Chriftianity  arc  very  different  religions. 

On  the  31ft  of  0£lober  admiral  Townfend  difcovered  a  fleet 
of  forty  fail  of  French  fliips  turning  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Martinico.  It  proved  to  be  a  fleet  of  merchant-men  and  ftore- 
fhips  fent  to  the  relief  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflarlds,  under 
convoy  of  four  men  of  war,  commanded  by  commodord 
M'Namarra  ;  who,  perceiving  the  fuperiority  of  his  enemy^ 
faved  himftlf  by  running  under  the  guns  of  Fort-Pioyal.  Tiie 
other  three  men  of  war  alfo  efcaped  ;  but  near  thirty  of  the 
other  vcffels  were  either  taken,  burnt,  funk,  or  drove  on  fliore. 
The  admiral  likewife  took  a  large  privateer  and  three  Dutch 
vefTels  bound  from  St.  Euftatia  to  Martinico  with  provifions,  by 
which  he  had  the  happinefs  of  compleating  the  famine  on  that 
ifland  fo  intirely,  that  many  thoufand  negroes  and  other  inhabi- 
tants perifned  of  hunger.  Exploits  of  this  nature  muft  afix)rd 
infinite  fatisfadlion  on  refle£lion ;  efpecially  when  they  contribute 
nothing  either  to  the  glory  or  emolument  of  the  ftate  ! 


Such 


Lenos, 

70 

guns, 

Ilampdiire, 

so 

giinSi 

Dreadnought, 

60 

Argyle, 

S- 

Worrertcr, 

6q 

Severn, 

SO 

Kiiigfcoi), 

6a 

Gibraltar, 
Cv-mtt  bumb. 

iO 

o  F    K I  N  G    G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  57 

Such  were  our  naval  exploits  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  year  A.  D. 
5745,  exclullve  of  fome  valuable  prizes  taken  by  our  men  of  1 745* 
war  and  privateers  5  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  were,  the 
Marquis  d'Antin  and  the  Lewis  Erafmus,  worth  70,000  1.  ta- 
ken by  the  Prince  Frederic  and  the  Duke  privateers.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  year  the  Britifti  navy  fuifered  the  lafs  of  one 
floop  only,  which  was  taken  and  carried  into  Martinico;  whilfl 
the  Britilh  cruizers,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  made  ca  tures 
of  five  Frencli  and  two  Spanilli  men  or  war. 

In  Europe  nothing  material  happened  to  grace  our  annals. 
Admiral  Martin  commanded  a  fquadron  in  the  Channel,  attend- 
ing the  motions  of  the  Breft  fleet.  Rear-admirkd  Medley  failed 
from  Spithead,  with  feven  men  of  war,  in  order  to  reinforce 
admiral  Rowley,  who  now  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  arrived  at  Minorca  on  the  loth  of  April.  Thus  ftrength- 
ened,  the  vice-admiral  proceeded,  with  twentjt-four  (hips  of  the 
line,  to  block  up  the  Spaniih  fleet  at  Carthagena,  which  he 
thereby  prevented  either  from  tranfporting  troops  to  Italy  or 
from  joining  ,the  French  fquadron  at  Breft,  The  republic  of 
Genoa  having  declared  againft  the  queen  of  Hungary,  admiral 
Rowley  detached  a  part  of  his  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Cooper,  to  bombard  the  towns  upon  their  coaft  4 
feveral  of  thefe  towns  fuifered  confiderably,  particularly  St. 
Remo,  which  he  reduced  almofl  to  aflies. 

The  year  1 746  affords  not  a  fingle  example  of  the  naval  fu-  1 74<$. 
periority  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  neverthelefs  neceiTary,  in  or- 
der to  preferve  the  thread  of  our  hiftory,  to  inform  the  reader 
where  and  how  our  feveral  fleets  were  employed.  Commodore 
Barnet,  who  died  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  was  fucceedcd  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  fquadron  by  captain  Peyton.  This  fquadron  con- 
fifted  of  fix  men  of  war",  which  were  now  ftationed  at  Fort 
St.   David.     At  Pondichexry  the  French  had   eight  fliips  of 
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A.  D.  force,  unJer  the  command  of  Monf.  Bour4onnais'=.  Commo- 
171*5  (jore  Pevton,  cruizing  between  the  coaft  of  Coromandd  and 
the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  on  the  25th  of  June,  fell  in  with  Bour- 
donnais,  whofe  fqnadron  was  fomewhat  reduced  by  the  lofs  of 
tlie  lufiilaire.  Both  fquadrons  prepared  to  engage,  and  about 
four  in  the  afternoon  they  began  to  fire  upon  each  other.  The 
battle  laftcd  till  fcven,  it  being  then  almoft  dark.  The  Englifh 
bad  14  men  killed,  and  46  wounded;  the  French  27  killed, 
and  53  wounded.  Next  morning  the  two  fleets  appeared  at  no 
great  diftance  from  each  other  j  but  neither  of  the  commanders 
chofe  to  renew  the  engagement.  At  four  in  the  evening,  Mr, 
Peyton  called  a  council  of  war,  which  determined,  as  councils 
of  war  generally  do,  not  to  fight.  Wlien  a  commander  in 
chief,  invefled  with  full  power  to  a£\:  by  his  fole  authority,  calls 
a  council  of  war,  it  creates  a  ftrong  fufpicion,  that  he  wants  to 
divide  the  blame  of  an  unjuflifiable  aftion.  The  hiftory  oi 
mankind  afifords  innumerable  examples  of  cowardice  in  col- 
Icftlve  bodies,  of  which  every  individual  would  have  been  hor- 
ridly alliamed.  The  Eiiglilh  fquadron  proceeded  to  the  ifland 
of  Ceylon,  and  the  French  to  Pondicherry. 

Our  principal  hirtorian  of  thcfe  times  <^  alTerts,  that  the  Britifh 
fquadron  was  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  This,  howevert 
v/as  evidently  not  the  cafe  :  therefore  the  imputation  of  cowar- 
dice feems  to  fall  more  particularly  on  the  French  commodore. 
But  Monf.  Bourdonnais  had  a  greater  obje^l  in  view.  The 
redu6lion  of  Madras  promifed  a  better  harveft  than  difabling 
a  few  men  of  war.  He  appeared  before  that  fettlement  on  the 
18th  of  Auguft,  and  fired  upon  one  of  the  fliips  belonging  to 
the  Englilli  Eaft  India  company,  chiefly  with  a  defign  to  try 
ivhether  Mr.  Peyton  meant  to  defend  the  place.  Our  i?ran.'e 
comtnodore,  for  reafons  befl  knov/n  to  himfelf,  as  foon  as  he 
was  informed  of  this  Infult,  and  confequently  of  the  danger  of 
Madras,  immediately  difappeared,  and  failed  the  Lord  knows 
^vhither.     Monf.  Bourdonnais,   with  his  whole  fquadron,  re- 
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turned  to  Madras  on  the  3d  of  September,  and  in  a  Cnovt  time  A.  D. 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  that  important  place.     He  would  pro-  1746. 
bably  have   fucceeded    in  the  reduftion  of  every   other  Biitilh 
fettkment  on  that  coaft,  if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  a 
violent  ftorm,  which  difabled  a  confiderable  part  of  his  fleet. 

In  Europe,  great  defigns  were  formed  in  the  refpeclive  cabi- 
nets of  England  and  France  againit  each  other's  fettlements  ia 
North  America.  The  French  determined  to  retake  LoaifbourT^, 
and  a'lfo  to  furprize  Annapolis-Royal  in  Nova  Scotia.  Th.; 
Englilli,  on  the  other  band,  planned  the  reduction  o{  Quebec- 
Both  kingdoms  were  difappointed  in  their  expedlations.  The 
French  fleet,  confining  of  eleven  (hips  of  the  line,  three  fri- 
gates, three  fire-fhips,  and  two  bombs,  catne  out  of  Brcft  on. 
the  7th  of  May,  but  was  prevented,  by  contrary  winds,  front 
proceeding  on  the  voyage  t -11  the  22d  of  June.  This  fleet, 
which,  with  privateers  and  tranfports,  made  in  all  ninety-feveii 
fail,  was  commanded  by  the  duke  d'Anville.  He  had  on  board 
-^500  land  forces,  under  the  command  of  brigadier-general 
Jonquiere.  They  did  not  make  the  coaft  of  Acadia  till  the  loth 
of  September,  and  on  the  13th  a  fl:orm  arofe,  which,  continu- 
ing fome  days,  difperfed  the  fleet,  and  deftroyed  feveral  of  the 
tranfports-,  fo  that,  on  the  27th,  they  muftered  at  Chibo(flon, 
their  place  of  rendezvous,  no  more  than  feven  jQiips  of  the 
Jine,  two  frigates,  one  fire-fliip,  one  bomb-veflel,  twelve  pri- 
vateers and  eighteen  tranfports,  i«  all  fifty-fix  fail.  Whilft  they 
lay  in  the  harbour  of  Chibe£tou,  the  mortality  was  fo  great, 
that,  in  a  fliort  fpace  of  time,  they  buried  their  commander  in 
chief,  their  (c'cond  in  command,  1500  of  the  land  forces,  and 
830  failors.  The  number  of  their  fliips  and  of  their  men  be- 
ing thus  reduced,  they  gave  up  every  idea  of  cor.quell;,  and 
failed  for  Europe  on  the  rzth  of  Ovflober,  where  they  arrived 
without  farther  accident. 

Meanwhile  the  Britiili  miniftry,  as  I  have  faid  above,  had 
planned  an  expedition  for  the  reduction  of  Quebec.  For  this 
purpofe  a  confiderable  fleet  was  aflembled  at  Portfmouth,  in 
the  month  '-ef  April,  and  feveral  regiments  were  actually  em- 
barked under  the  command  of  general  Sinclair.  The  duke  of 
Newcaflle  having  previoufl^y  communicated  his  intention  of  in- 
vading Canada  to  the  northern  provinces  of  America,  requiring 
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A.  D.  their  affiftance,  ten  thoufand  men  were  immediately  raifed,  ancf 
1746.  waited  impatiently  for  the  arrival  of  the  Britiili  fleet.  But  fuclv 
was  the  irrefolution  of  the  miniftry  at  this  period  of  our  hifto- 
ry,.that  the  French  were  not  only  informed  of  their  defign,  but 
had  time  to  equip  a  fquadron  fufficient  to  counteract  the  entire 
projeft.  This  fquadron,  as  we  have  feen  above,  failed  from 
France  on  the  22d  of  June.  It  was  indeed  ready  to  fail  fix 
weeks  fooner,  but  was  detained  by  contrary  winds. 

The  BritHh  miniftry^  having  now    relinquiflied    their  defign 
againft  Canada,  refolved  to  make  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  Bri- 
tany,  in  France,  and  particularly  to  deftroy  Port  POrienty  in  or- 
der to  ruin  the  French  Eaft  India  company.     Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Sinclair  commanded  the  land  forces,,  and  the  command  of 
the  fleet  VL-as  given  to  admiral  Leflock,  that  very  Leftock  with 
whofe   conduct   in  the  Mediterranean   the  reader  is  fufliciently 
acquainted,'    This  armament  confifted  of  fixteen  fliips  of  the 
line,  eight  frigates,   and  two-  bomb-vefl^ls,  befides  ftore-fhips 
and  tranfpofts,  on  board  of  which  v/ere  5800   regular  troopsj 
including  matrofles  and  bombardiercr.     After  various  unaccoun- 
t-able  delays,  daring,  which  the  French  were  perfe£lly  acquaint- 
ed with   their  deftination,-  they  failed  at  laft  from   Plymouth 
on  the   14th  of  September,   and,- fleering,  diredtly  for  the  coaft 
of   Britany,    came  to  an   anchor  in  Qnimperlay-bay   on   the 
1 8th.     General  Sinclair,  with  the  troops  under  his  command, 
landed  on  the  20th  in  the  evening,  without  the  leaft  moleftation-, 
and  the  next   morning  took  polieffion  of  a  fmall   town  called 
Plemure,  about  a  league   from  I'Orient,  and  ther'e  fixed   his 
head-quarters.     On  the  22d,  the  Britifli  army  having  advanced 
to   a  rifing  ground  about  hrJf  a  league  from  the   city,  gerieracl 
Sinclair  fummoned  it  to  furreader  j^  but  the  governor,  not  liking 
the  conditions,  determined  to  defend  it.     On  the  25th  the  be- 
fiegers  opened   a  battery  of  twelve  cannon  and   a  mortar,  and 
th€  next  day  began  to  throw  red-hot  balls  into  the  town,  which 
took  fire  in  feveral  parts.     During  this  time  the  befieged  conti- 
nued to  v.KC  from  the  ramparts  v/ith  great  alacrity  :  neverthelefs,. 
their  fortifications  were  in  fuch  bad  condition,  that  on  the  27th 
they  had  refolved  to  beat  a  parley;  when,  to  their   infinite  fur- 
prize  and  joy,  the  firing  of  the  befiegers  ceafed.     General  Sin- 
clair and  his  army  retreated  to  their  camp,  leaving  behind  them 
four  pieces  of  cannon,  the  mortar,  and  a  confiderable  quantity 
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of  ammunition,  and  on  the  28th  reimbarked  without  molefta-  A.  P, 
tion.     Their  lofs   during  the  fiege  amounted,  in   killed   and  17 4^* 
wounded,  to  eighty  men.     Why  the  Britiih  general  fled,  with 
fo  much  precipitation,  from  the  arras  of  viclory,  is  difficult  to 
imagine,  unltfs   he  was  difcouraged  on  finding  the  enterprize 
not  feconded    by  the  admiral,  who,  according   to  the  original- 
plan,  was  to  have    brought   his  fhips    to  bear  upon   the  town. 
Mr.  Leftock  faid,  in  his  defence,  that  the  enemy  had  rendered 
his  entrance  into  the   harbour  of  Port   I'Orient  impradicable. 
Probably   the  fignais    for  advancing,  as  with  Matkews  in  the 
Mediterranean,  were  not  made  in  due  form.     But  the  caufe  of 
their  mifcarriage  feems  to  have  originated  in  not  landing  the 
troops  immediately,  and  rtorming  the  town  without  the  lofs  of 
a  moment.  When  the  Britifli  fleet  came  to  an  anchor,  the  gar- 
rifon   of  Port  I'Orient  was  very  weak,  and   few  of  their  guns 
were  mounted  on  the  ramparts.     Some  of  our  fubfequent  at- 
tempts on  the  coaft  of  France  have  been  fruftrated  by  the  fam.e 
caufe.     The  principal  damage  done  to  the  enemy  in  this  expe- 
dition was  the  deftru^tion  of  the  Ardent,  a  fixty-four  gun  fliip, 
by  the  Exeter,  who,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  ran  her  on 
fhore,  and  afterwards  fet  her  on  fire.     Admiral  Leftock,    with 
his  entire  fquadron,  left  the  coaft  of  France  on  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober, and  returned  to  England,  without  having  in  any  degree 
fulfilled  the  intentions  of  the  miniftry,  which  were,  to  ruin  the 
French  Eaft  India  company  by  deftroying  I'Orient,  and,  by  di- 
viding of  the  French  troops,  to  facilitate  the  invafion  of  Pro- 
vence by  the  Auflrian  army  ^. 

In  the  Weft  Indies?  nothing  of  importance  was  attempted  by 
any  of  the  belligerent  pgwers.  We  find,  however^  upon  record 
one  naval  tranfa^lion,  which,  though  it  will  not  add  much  to 
cur  national  renov/n,  ought  neverchelefs  to  be  remembered  in- 
terrorem.  Vice-admiral  Davers,  who  commanded  on  the  Ja- 
maica ftation,  having  received  intelligence  that  Monf.  Conflans, 
with  four  men  of  wars  and  ninety  merchantmen,  from  France, 

*  Tie  celebrated  David  Hume  attended  geneial  Sinclair^  as  liis  fecKtary,  on 
this  expeiiitiun.    ' 

^  Rolt,  vol.  iv.  p.  "ido. 

8  Vix.  The  Terrible  of     74  guns, 
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A.  D.  was  hourly  expe<fled  at  Martlnico,  detached  commodore  Mk- 
^74 'J-  chcl  with  five  men  of  war  and  a  iloop  •>  to  intercept  him.  He 
fell  in  with  the  French  fleet  on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  and  at  feven 
in  the  evening  was  about  a  league  to  windward  of  them,  when, 
inftead  of  engaging  the  enemy,  he  made  a  fignal  to  fpeak  with 
the  captains  of  his  fqiiadron,  a  majority  of  whom  were  of  opi- 
j)ion,  that  it  were  heft  to  defer  the  battle  till  next  morning. 
Thefe  councils  of  war,  a$  I  have  before  obferved,  feJdom  fore- 
bode much  heroifm.  When  a  man  calls  his  friends  about  him, 
to  aflc  them  whether  he  fliall  fight  to-day  or  to-morrow,  there 
is  great  reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  rather  not  fight  at  all. 
However,  general  orders  were  given  to  keep  the  enemy  in  light, 
and  to  engage  as  foon  as  day-light  fliould  appear.  But  the 
French  merchant  veffels,  being  fo  unpolite  as  not  to  wait  to  be 
taken  by  the  Englifh,  all  efcaped  ;  and  Monf.  Conflans,  after 
exchanging  a  few  (liot  with  the  Britifh  fquadron,  followed  his 
convoy.  Mr.  Mitchel's  caution  was  fo  great,  that  when  night 
came  on  he  ordered  his  Oiips  to  carry  no  lights,  left  the  French 
fliould  be  fo  rude  as  to  give  him  chace.  Monf.  Conflans,  in  his 
return  to  Europe,  fell  in  with  an  Englilli  fleet  from  the  Leeward 
iflands,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Woolwich  and  Severn,  of  50 
guns  each,  the  latter  of  which,  after  two  hours  engagement, 
he  took  and  carried  into  Bred.  Mitchel,  being  afterwards  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  was  fined  Ave  years  pay,  and  rendered  in- 
capable of  future  fervice. 

The  Briiifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  was  this  year  com- 
manded by  vice-admiral  Medley,  whofe  principal  tranfaftion 
was  the  afllftance  v/hich  he  gave  to  the  Auflrian  general  at  the 
fiege  of  Antibes.  Admiral  Martin,  who  compianded  in  the 
channel,  was  in  the  month  of  July  fucceeded  by  admiral  Anfon, 
who  was  appointed  vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 

The  French,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  took  from  the  Eng- 
lifli  one  m.^n  of  war  of  60  guns,  two  floops,  nine  privateers, 
one  Eaft  Indiaman,  and  466  merchant-veflels.  The  Spaniards 
took  183  Britifli  Ihips.     The  Britifli  men  of  war  and  privateers 

l>  Fix,  Stafford,  of    60  guns,  Plymouih,  of    (5o  gu-  s, 

Lenox,  64  Worced  r,  60 

MUf(.rd,         44  Dfake  fluop. 

took 
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took  from  the  Spaniards  twenty-two  privateers,  ten  regifter-  A.  D. 
fhips,  anu  eighty-eight  merchantmen.     From   the  French  we  1 746. 
took  fevtn  men  of  war,  ninety-one  privateers,  and    312  mer- 
chant-velTels. 

The  French  miniflry,  notwithftanding  their  late  difappoint-  1747 
ment  in  North  America,  were  determined  to  increafe  their 
force  in  Canada,  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  Canadians  and  In- 
dians, to  extend  their  territories  by  encroachments  on  the 
neighbouring  provinces  belonging  to  Great  Britain.  At  the 
fame  time  they  formed  a  defign  againrt  fome  of  our  fettlements 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.  For  thefe  purpofes,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1747,  a  confidcrable  armament  was  prepared  at  Breil ; 
the  fquadron  defl:ined  for  America,  under  the  command  of 
Monf.  Jonquiere,  and  that  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  commanded  by 
Monf.  de  St.  George.  For  greater  fecurity,  thefe  two  fleets 
were  to  fail  at  the  fame  time. 

The  Britifli  miniflry,  being  informed  qf  the  flrength  and  de- 
stination of  this  fquadron,  fent  a  fuperior  fleet  to  the  coafl  of 
France,  commanded  by  vice-admiral  Anfon.  He  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  9th  of  April,  and,  cruizing  off  Cape  Fini- 
fterre,  on  the  3d  of  May  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet,  confifl- 
ing  of  thirty-eight  fail,  nine  of  which  fliortened  fail  and  prepa- 
red to  engage,  whilfl  the  reft  bore  away  with  all  the  fail  they 
could  make.  Admiral  Anfon  firft  formed  his  fquadron  in  line  of 
battle  ;  but,  perceiving  the  enemy  begin  to  flieer  oPr,  he  made 
a  fignal  for  his  whole  fleet  to  give  chace,  and  engage  pronvfcu- 
onfly.  The  Centurion  came  up  with  the  fternmoil:  (Lip  of  the 
enemy  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  She  was  followed  by  the 
Nam.ur,  Defiance,  and  Windfor,  who  were  foon  warmly  en- 
gaged with  five  of  the  French  fquadron  '.  The  Centurion  had 
her  main-top-maft  fhot  away  early  in  the  a£tion,  which  obliged 
her  to  drop  aftern  ;  but  (lie  was  foon  repaired.  The  battle  now 
became  general,  and  the  French  maintained  this  very  un..'qtial 
conflift  with  great  fpirit  and  gallantry,  till  about  feven  in  the 
evening,  when  the  whole  fleet  (truck  their  colours.  Th>-  DA7- 
mcint  was  the  laft  French  fliip  that  fubmitted,  after  fighting  the, 
Briftol  near  three  hours.     In  juftice  to  our  enemy  it  is  necelTary 

i  London  Cazetic,  Miy  16, 


64  N  A  V  A  L     H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

A.  D,  to  remember,  that  the  fquadron  commanded  by  admiral  Anfon, 
?747*  confifled  of  fourteen  fliips  of  the  line,  a  frigate,  a  floop,  and 
a  fire-fliip,  with  922  guns,  and  6260  men  on  board '^;  and  that 
Monf.  de  la  Jonquiere  had  no  more  than  five  line-of-battle 
iliips,  and  as  many  frigates,  442  guns,  and  3 171  men'.  Ad. 
iiiiral  Anfon  in  the  mean  time  detached  the  Monmouth,  the 
Yarmouth,  and  the  Nottingham  in  purfuit  of  the  convoy,  and 
they  returned  with  the  Vigilant  and  Modeftfi  both  of  twenty- 
two  guns,  the  refl  having  made  their  efcape.  But  though  we 
acknowledge  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  Britilh  fquadron,  it  is 
neceflary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  no  more  than  eight  EngHfh 
fliips  were  engaged.  Captain  Grenville,  of  the  Defiance,  a  very 
gallant  officei-,  loft  his  life  in  this  engagement.  Our  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  520  j  that  of  the  enemy  to 

b  Lond.  Gaz.  May  16.  ENGLISH. 

Prince  George,     Admiral  Anfon,    Captain  Bentiey,  90  guns. 

Devonfhire,  R.  Adm.  Warren,     — —  WeP,  6(5 

Namur.  —  —  — —  Bofcawen,     74 

Monmouth,  —  —  — —  Hjrrifon,      64 

Prince  Fte  eric,         —  —  Narris,         64 

"Yarmouth,  —  —  '  Bret,  64 

Princefs  Lcuifa         —  —  -^ Wa'fon,        60 

Defiance,  —  —  •  Grenville,     <So 

Nottingham,  — —  — •  — —  Satimarcz,    60 

Pembroke,  —  —  — —  Fincher,       60 

Windfor,  — r  —  — —    Hanway,      60 

Centurion,  —  -—  — —   Dennis,        50 

Falkland,  —  —  Barradel,      50 

Brifto),  —  —  Hon,  Wm.  Montagu^,  50 

Ambufcade,         —  ~.  Jn.  M  ntagu^-,  40 

Falcon  Shop,         —  —  ■  Guynn,        10 

Vulcan  fire-Jliip,  —  —       —  Pattigrcw, 

"FRENCH. 
Le  Serieux,         —  •—  Monf.  de  Jorquiere,      66 

JL'InvIncible,  —  —  de  St.  George,     74 

Le  Diamanr,  —  — 

Lejafon,  —  — 

Le  Rubis,  —  — 

Le  Gloi  e,  —  — 

L'A.TJian,  —  — 

Le  Philipert,  —  — 

Le  Theri?,  —  — 

he  Dittaiouth,  —  — - 


Hi-quhart, 

55 

Beccaid, 

5* 

M' Carey, 

5* 

SalefTe, 

44 

de  Santons, 

30 

Celiie, 

30 

Ma5on, 

ao 

P.i.ochc, 
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'700.    Gaptain  Bofcawen  was  wounded  in  the  flioulder  by  a  A.  D, 
ynuflcet-ball.     Monf.  de  la  Jonquiere  was  alfo  wounded  in  the  ^747* 
•fame  partj  one  French  captain  was  killed,  and   another  loft  a 
leg. 

Adroiral  Anfon  returned  to  England,  and  brought  the  cap- 
tive fquadron  fafe  to  an  anchor  at  Spithead.  He  fet  out  imme- 
diately for  London,  where  he  w^as  gracioufly  received  by  the 
•^ing,  and  afterwards  created  a  peer.  Hear- admiral  Warren 
was  mcde  knight  of  the  bath.  The  money  tdcen  on  board  of 
the  French  fleet  was  brought  through  the  city  of  London  ia 
twenty  waggons,  and  lodged  in  the  bank. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  captain  Fox  in  the  Kent,  with 
the  Hampton-Court,  the  Eagle,  the  Lion,  the  Chefter  and  the 
He6lor,  with  two  Crc-flaips,  failed  on  a  cruize,  deilgning  to 
intercept  a  fleet  of  St.  Domingo-men  under  the  convoy  of  four 
French  men  of  war.  After  crui;:ing  a  month  between  Uihanc 
and  Cape  Finifterre,  captain  Fo-x  fell  in  with  this  French  fleet  of 
.1  70  fail.  Thev  were  immediately  deferted  by"  their  men  of  war^ 
and  forty- fix  of  them  were  taken. 

The.Brjtifli  miniftry  having  received  intelligence.  th:\t  nine 
■French  men  of  w:ir  of  the  line  '  had. failed  trom  Breft,  in  order 
to  convoy  a  large  fleet  of  merchant- men  to  the  Weft  Indies, 
ordered  rear-admiral  Haw-kc,  with  fourteen  men  of  war  •",  to 

m 

•i  Viz.  Lc  Tonant,  M.  de  Letcndner,  82  gunij 

1^'  IntrepidCj  "Conte  de  Vaudraul,  7.4 

Lc  Terrible,  -Conte  Dngue,  7<j. 

Le  Moiiarque,  M.  de  Bed  'yerre,  74 

Le  Nepti  ne,  M.  de 'Frofneniicrre,  70 

Le  Trident,  M.  Deinbi'uTi :>fit,  64 

Le  Foii^eox,  M.  Davigne-iii,  64 

Le  Severn,  M.  Dimuirc;!,  j5 

J-e  Cintent,  belonging  to  die  Eaft  Jftdia  Company,  to 
Befjoei  feveral  friftates. 

London  Gazette  exrraofdinary,  0£lobcr  i6. 

■^'  I'.z.  Devonfliire,  (admiral)    Captain  Moore,  60  gunSj^ 

Kent,  .              Fox,  64 

JL'iinbiirgh,  ..              C'"'tes,  70 

Yarmouth,  »— = Saunders,  C.^ 

Princefs  Lou;fa,  • Watfon,  C'j 

Windf  r,  • Hanway,  ^o 

Lion,  , Sect,  ^o 

fi^v.  IV,  -J                                                  Tl'burv. 
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A.  D.  Tail  immeiliately  in  queft  of  them.  The  admiral,  wltli  the  fleet 
1747.  under  his  command,  left  Plymouth  on  the  ptli  of  Auguft,  The 
French  fleet,  confifting  of  the  above-mentioned  men  of  war 
and  2i;;2  merchant  vefl'els,  failed  from  the  ifle  of  Aix  on  the 
6th  of  Ocflober,  and  on  the  14th  they  had  the  misfortune  to 
fall  in  with  the  Britifh  fqu^dron.  As  foon  as  the  French  admi- 
ral became  fenfible  of  his  fituation,  he  made  a  fignal  for  the 
trade  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way,  with  the  Content  and  fri- 
gates, and  for  the  reft  of  his  fquadron  to  prepare  for  battle.  Ad- 
miral Hawke  firft  made  a  fignal  to  forri  the  line  •,  but  finding 
the  French  begm  to  flieer  off,  he  ordered  his  whole  fleet  to  giv,^ 
chace,  and  engage  as  they  came  up  with  the  enemy.  The  Lion 
and  the  Louifa  began  the  conflict  about  noon,  and  were  fooa 
followed  by  the  Tilbury,  the  Eagle,  the  Yarmouth,  the  Wind- 
for,  and  the  Devonfliire,  which  Ihips  particularly  Ihared  the 
danger  and  confequently  the  glory  of  the  day. 

About  four  o'clock  four  of  the  French  fquadron  ftruck,  viz. 
!c  Neptune,  k  Monarque,  k  Fougtiix,  and  the  Severn ;  at  five 
le  Trident  followed  their  example,  and  le  Terrible  furrendered 
nbout  {csfn.  Be  it  however  remembered,  to  the  credit  of  their 
feverai  commanders,  that  they  maintained  this  unequal  conflict 
.  >vith  great  fpirit  and  refolution,  and  that  they  did  not  fubmit 
Tintil  they  were  intirely  difabled.  Their  number  of  killed  arid 
wounded  was  about  800,  and  of  prifoners  3300  men.  M.  Fro- 
mcnlierre,  who  commanded  le  Neptune,  was  am.ong  thc  flain, 
nnd  their  commander  in  chief  was  wounded  in  the  leg  and  in 
the  flioulder.  Thc  Englifli  had  154  killed,  and  558  wounded. 
Captain  Snumarez,  of  the  Nottingham,  was  among  the  former. 
We  loft  no  other  officer  of  diftin^tion.  On  the  laft  day  of 
Oiflober  admiral  Kawke  brought  thcfe  fix  French  men  of  war 
to  Porrfmouth  in  triumph,  and,  in  reward  for  his  iVrvices,  was 
foon  after  honoured  with  the  order  of  the  bath,  lie  was  dif- 
I'.itislled  with  the  behaviour  of  captain  Fox  in  the  engagement, 

T'iUniry,  Caprain  HarJanfl,  60  guns, 

Nottingham,  • Saiimartz,  do 

T'ctlance,  ■  BentUy,  60 

lisgie,     '  '  »-  ■■  ■     ■  Rodney,  60 

GlouccHer,  -  —  ■  -  Dnrel,  jo 

Portland,  Stevens,  50 

London  Gs-ctte  extracrdirarj-,  October  ^6. 

who 
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TVbo  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  and  deprived  of  his  command  ;  A.  D. 
but  he  was  reftored  about  two  years  after.  1 747* 

Vice-admiral  Medley,  who  commanded  a  fleet  of  fifteen  fnips 
of  the  line  in  the  Mediterranean,  died  there  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
guft,  and  was  fucceeded  by  rear-admiral  Byng,  who  continued 
to  block  up  the  Spanifh  fquadron  in  Carthagena,  and  to  acl  la 
concert  with  the  Auftrian  general  on  the  coail  of  Italy.  Rear- 
admiral  Chambers  commanded  nine  men  of  war  in  the  channel, 
and  on  the  i  (1  of  November  rear-admiral  Bofcavven  failed  for 
the  Eaft  Indies  with  fix  (hips  of  the  line. 

During  this  year  the  Englifli  took  from  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards 644  prizes,  among  which  were  feventeen  French  and  one 
Spanifii  men  of  war.  The  Englifli  vefTels,  including  one  man 
of  war  and  a  fire-lhip,  taken  by  the  French  and  Spaniards, 
amounted  to  551.  The  royal  navy  of  Spain  was  now  reduced 
to  twenty-two  fliips  of  the  line,  and  that  of  France  to  thirty- 
one;  whiift  the  navy  of  Britain  amounted  to  126  fail  of  the 
line,  beiides  feventy-five  frigates. 

Being  arrived  at  the  laft  year  of  this  general  war,  I  (hall  1748. 
begin  with  the  hiftory  of  our  naval  tranfatflions  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  where  the  Britifh  fleet  was  now  commanded  by  rear- 
admiral  Knowles.  He  failed  from  Jamaica,  on  the  13th  of 
February,  with  eight  fliips  of  the  line  ",  on  an  expedition  againfc 
8t.  Jago  de  Cuba  ;  but  being  prevented  by  contrary  winds  from 
approaching  that  ifland,  Port  Louis,  in  Hifj^aniola,  became  the 
objedl  of  his  hoflile  intentions,  before  vvhich  place  he  anived 
on  the  8th  of  March.  Port  Louis  was  defended  by  a  flrong 
fort,  mounting  feventy-eight  guns,  with  a  garrifon  of  600  men;, 
commanded  by  M.  de  Chaieaunoye.  The  admiral  began  his 
attack  immediately  on  his  arrival,  and  after  three  hours  violent 
cannonading,  filenced  the  tci^t^  wiiich  furrendered  on  the  foUovv- 

s  Viz.  Cornwall,  (admirai)     Captain  Chadwick,  80  guns, 

Plymouth,  ' Dcik,  60 

E!iz  bsth, '-~  Taylor,  6^ 

Canrerburj'j  -^ —  Brodic,  60 

StafF'rd,  Rentone,  Co 

Warwick, —  Iniies,  60  ' 

WorceRer,  _____>  Andreus,  Co 

Oxford,  — Tt;!],  so 

W'cafcl  ind  Merlin  fioops. 
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A.  D.  iiig  terms,  viz.  The  garrifon  not  to  ferve  againft  the  king  of 
174^*  Great  Britain  or  his  allies  dining  a  y^ar  j  that  they  fiiould 
march  out  with  their  arms,  but  without  cannon,  mortars,  or 
ammuniiion  ;  that  the  officers  fliould  retain  their  private  baggage' 
and  fervaiits ;  that  the  town  fliould  be  fpared  on  certain  condi- 
tions to  be  fettled  next  morning.  The  garrifon  loll  160  men 
killed  and  wounded,  and  the  fleet  feventy.  Among  the  flaia 
were  the  captains  Rentone  and  Cuft,  the  laft  of  whom  was  a 
volunteer  in  the  expedition. 

Admiral  Knowles  having  entirely  deftroyed  the  fort,  refumed' 
his  fonr.er  defign  againft  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  5th  of  April.  The  Plymouth  and  tlie  Cornwall  were 
ordered  to  enter  the  harbour  •,  but  finding  a  boom  acrofs,  and 
four  vellels  filled  with  combuftlbles,  after  firing  a  few  broad- 
fides  at  the  caftle,  they  judged  it  pfudent  to  defift,  and  the 
fquadron  returned  to  Jamaica.  Captain  Dent  of  the  Plymouth 
was  afterwards,  at  the  requeft  of  the  admiral,  tried  by  a  courts 
martial  for  not  forcing  the  boom,  and  was  honourably  acquit*- 
ted. 

From  this  time  the  Britidi  ?.nd  Spanifii  fleets  were  folely  em- 
ployed in  cruizing  in  detachments  againft  the  trade  of  each  na- 
tion. Towards  the  latter  endof  Auguft  admiral  Knowles,  having 
rieceived  intelligence  that  the  annual  fleet  from  Vera  Cruz  was 
daily  expend  at  the  Havannah,  began  to  cruise  off  the  banks 
of  Tortuga.  The  Spanifh  admiral  Reggio,.  being  informed  of 
the  vicinity  of  the  Englifli  fquadron,  and  of  the  confequenf 
danger  of  the  expecled  fleet,  failed  from  the  Havanna'.i,  deter- 
mined to  give  admiral  Knowles  battle  ".■    On  the  29th  of  Sep- 

tembery 
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CornwalJ,  (AJm.  Knowles),     Cdprain  Taylor,  80  guns, 

Lenox,  — —     Holmes,  56 

Tilbury,  ■ Pawiett,  60 

Strafford,  Brodie,  60 

Warwick,  ~—     Inncs,  60 

Canterbury,  CUrkf,  6j 

(*.fo!d,  . — .    To!!,  53 

4i(3 Men  i,9oo« 
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tember,  admiral  Reggio  faw,  at  a  diftance,  fourteen  fail  of  A.I>. 
Englilli  merchant-men,  under  convoy  of  two  men  of  war';  he  *74S» 
gave  them  chace,  but  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape,  and 
the  Lenox,  having  made  a  lignal  for  his  convoy  to  fave  them- 
felves  by  flight,  joined  admiral  Knowles,  who,  on  the  firft  of 
October,  fell  in  with  the  Spanifli  fquadron  near  the  Havannah. 
By  a  comparifon  of  the  two  fquadrons,  it  appears  that  in- 
number  of  fliips  they  were  equal ;  that  in  number  of  guns  the 
Spaniards  were  fomewhat  fuperior,  and  that  in  number  of  men 
they  exceeded  us  by  1250  p.  The  Englilh  admiral,  though  he 
had  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  did  not  at  firft  feem  over  an- 
xious to  engage.  About  two  o'clock  the  Spaniards  began  to 
fire  at  a  diftance.  Admiral  Knowles  then  made  a  fignal  for  his 
fq-uadron  to  bear  down  upon  the  enemy,  and  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour  moft  of  the  fhips  were  engaged.  The  two  admirals 
fought  each  other  about  half  an  hour>  when  admiral  Knowles^ 
having  received  fome  damage,  fell  aftern  and  quitted  the  line. 
The  Conqueftadore,  being  like  wife  injured  in  her  rigging,  was 
alfo  obliged  to  quit  the  line  of  battle,  and  before  fhe  had  time 
to  repair  the  damage  flie  had  fuftained,  fhe  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  attacked  by  the  Britifh  admiral,  who  had  now  replaced 
the  yard  and  main-top-maft  which  he  had  loft  in  his  engagement 
with  the  Africa.  They  fought  for  fome  time  with  great  obfti- 
nacy..  The  Spanifli  captain  was  killed,  and  the  Conqueftadore 
finally  ftruck  to  the  CornwalL  The  general  adion  conti- 
nued till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the  Spaniards  began  to 
edge  away  towards  the  Havannah,  and  got  fofeinto  port,  except* 
the  Conquefladorc  and  the  Africa,  which  laft,  being  entirely 
difmaftcd, was  run  on  fllore  and  blown  up  by  the  Spanifli  ad 
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Afiica,  Admiral  Reggio,  74  guns. 

Invincible,  Rcar-adrtiiral  Spinola,  74 

Gonqiieftadnrey  Don  de  St.  Judo^  64 

Dragon,  de  la  Pas,  64 

New  Spain,  BareKa,  64 

Royal  Fuufiiry,  Tt-rrcflal,  64 

Galga,  Currtcocl^av  36 

44v3— Mcn4,rjt>„ 
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A.  D.  miral.     The  Spaniards  had  in  this  adlion  three  captains  anft 

■174B.  eighty-fix  men  killed,  and   197   wounded;    among  the  latter 

were  admiral  Reggio  and  fourteen  other  officers.    The  Englifhi 

though  they  had  fifty-nine  killed  and   120  wounded,  were  fo 

fortunate  as  not  to  lofe  a  fingle  oihcer. 

After  this  aclion  the  Engliih  captains  were  by  no  means  fa- 
tisfied  with  each  other's  condu£l.  The  admiral  himfelf  was  ac- 
culed  by  fome  of  them,  and  he  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  reprimanded  for  not  hoifting  his  flag  on  board  an- 
other flMp  after  his  own  was  difabled.  It  feems  indeed  very 
probable,  notwithltanding  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  that  if 
the  Engliih  fleet  had  been  commanded  byaHawke,  not  a  linglc 
Spaniard  would  have  efcaped. 

This  was  the  laft  naval  action  of  importance  previous  to  the 
general  peace^  which  was  finally  concluded  in  the  month  of 
O£lober  1748.  The  Englifh,  during  this  year,  took  three 
French  and  one  Spanifh  men  of  war.  The  whole  number  of 
velTels  taken  from  the  Spaniards  fUiCe  the  commencement  of  the 
war  amounted  to  1249  ;  from  the  French  to  2185  :  in  all  34344 
The  entire  lofs  of  the  Englifli  amounted  to  3238  fhips. 

V^n^en  we  confider  the  immeni'e  value  of  thefc  captures ; 
when  v/e  reflect  that  mofi:  of  this  wealth  was  private  property; 
whcri  we  count  the  number  of  lives  that  have  been  facrificed 
during  the  war,  and  recoUeft  that  all  the  people  facrificed  were 
neither  confulted  nor  concerned  in  the  conteft :  when  we  far- 
ther refledi:,  that  all  the  princes  who  caufed  this  horrible  deftruc- 
tion  of  life  and  property,  profefTed  the  religion  of  peace,  cha- 
rity, philanthropy  and  concord,  we  are  difgufted  with  human 
nature,  and  laugh  at  the  pretenflon  of  kings  to  Chriflianity* 
But  what  will  the  reader  think  of  thefe  mighty  potentates,  when 
he  is  toiJ,  that,  after  al!  this  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure,  the 
war  ended  juft  where  it  began.  None  of  the  contending  powers 
retained  any  part  of  their  acqitifitions,  the  5th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  having  flipulated,  that  all  conquefls  whatfoever 
fliould  be  rcftored  ■■,  confcciuently  Cape  Breton  was  reflored  to 
the  French,  and  Madras  to  the  Englifli.  Great  Britain  had 
now  increafed  her  national  debt  to  eighty  millions,  and  her  fole 
confuhtion  was  her  having  reduced  the  navy  of  France  to  a 
ftate  of  contemptible  infignificance.     As  to  that  nation,  the 

terms 
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terms  of  peace  were  eafily  fettled,  becaufe  we  fought  with  her  A.  I). 
without  any  previous  caufe  of  quarrel  or  difpute  ;  flie  began  the  174^' 
war  merely  in  confequence  of  her  alliance  with  Spain:  but  a- 
gainil:  that  nation  we  commenced  hoftilities,  folely  with  a  defign 
to  fecure  an  uninterrupted  navigation  to  our  own  fcttlements ; 
neverthelefs,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  this  Important  article  was 
entirely  negle£led,  or  forgotten,  by  our  plenipotentiaries  at  Aix- 
la-Chapel!e.  Our  right  to  cut  logwood  in  Campeachy  and 
Honduras,  an  article  of  equal  confequence  to  this  nation,  was 
alio  left  undetermined.  But  thefe  were  not  the  only  examples 
of  inattention  (I  cannot  fuppofe  it  ignorance)  in  the  Britifli  mi- 
niftry  at  this  very  important  period.  The  French,  in  confe- 
quence of  poffeffing  Canada,  had,  for  many  years  paft,  been 
gradually  extending  the  limits  of  that  province,  and,  in  open 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  their  encroachments  were 
now  flagrant  and  oppreflive  to  our  North  American  colonies  : 
yet  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  concluded  without  this 
notorious  caufe  of  complaint  being  mentioned  by  the  Britifh 
plenipotentiaries.  The  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  anorher  doubt- 
ful point,  were  alfo  left  undetermined. 

From  this  precarious  ftate  of  affairs  it  was  eafy  to  forcfee, 
that  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  would  be  of  no  long-  dura- 
tion; and,  from  the  condu6l  of  the  French  immediately  after, 
their  latent  intentions  were  obvious.  But  before  we  proceed  to 
develope  ihc  principi a  of  the  fucceeding  war,  it  is  neccfiarv  to 
record  certain  tranfa^ions  in  the  Britifn  parliament,  which  are 
immediately  connected  v/ith  our  naval  hiftory. 

The  minifi:ry  i,  for  very  wife  reafons  no  doubt,  brought  a  bill 
into  parliament,  under  the  title  of,  "  A  bill  for  reducing  into 
"  one  a£t  the  laws  relating  to  the  navy  ■"  by  which  the  half 
pay  officers  were  to  be  rendered  fubjefl  to  martial  law.  The 
fea-officers  took  the  alarm  :  they  alTcmbled,  and  prefented  a  pe- 
tition to  the  houfe  requefting  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel,  and 
though  the  minifter  muftered  fufficient  flrength  to  reje<ftthe  pe- 
tition, he  thought  proper  to  rehnquilli  his  unconflitutional  at- 
tempt.    Another  plan  ■",  relative  to  the  navy,  was  alfo  offered 

1  Smollet's  continuation  of  tiie  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  ip. 
r  Ibid,  p.  31. 
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A.  D.  to  the  confideration  of  parliament,  viz.  to  regiller  a  certain 

^74^.  number  of  feamen,  who,  for  an  annual  ftipend,  fliould  be  lia- 
ble to  ferve  when  called  upon.  This  project,  being  calculated 
to  fuperfede  the  illegal  neceaity  of  prefKng,  appeared  rational ; 
neverthelefs  Mr.  Pelham  found  it  to  be  an  unpopular  meafure, 
and  therefore  gave  it  up. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  1748,  the  earl  of  Halifax,  who 
presided  at  the  board  of  trade,  formed  a  deilgn  of  eitablifhing 
a  colony  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  proje£l  was  approved,  and  four 
thoufand  adventurers,  under  the  prote6lion  of  colonel  Corn- 
wallis,  failed  from  England,  and  landed  in  the  harbour  of  Che- 
buclou,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  built  a  town  and 
called  it  Halifax.  The  Freiich  were  difpleafed  with  this  exer- 
tion of  our  right,  and,  by  way  of  counterbalance,  attempted  to 
make  a  fettlement  on  the  ifland  of  Tobago  in  the  Weft  Indies  -, 
but,  in  confequence  of  a  fpirited  remonftrance  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  they  thought  proper  to  defift.  They  continued  ne- 
verthelefs to  afTert  their  title  to  St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  and  other 
neutral  ifiands ;  and  in  North  America  their  daily  encroach- 
ments were  fo  daring,  that  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  bor- 
dering on  the  French  fettlements,  became  very  loud  in  their 
complaints  to  our  mlniftry.  The  French. miniftry,  according  to 
cuftom,  endeavoured  to  exculpate  themfelves  by  throwing  the 
blame  on  the  governor  of  Canada.  After  federal  meffe£lual 
memorials  and  remonfirances  delivered  by  our  arnbaflador  at 
Paris,  commiiTaries,  of  each  nation,  were  appo,inted,    in    the 

f-rr,  vcar  I  ''^0,  to  fettle  the  limits  of  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia.  Thefe 
commiiliries  met  at  Paris,  and  proceeded  with  all  that  delibe- 
rate circumfpeiHiion  which  is  generally  obfcrved  by  fervants  of 
the  public  whofe  ftipends  muft  end  with  their  commiffion.  The 
French  commiiTarics,  in  order  to  gain  time  by  evading  the  main 
queftion,  drew  their  antagonifts  into  a  difcuffion  concerning  the 
jiland  of  St.  Lucia.  Meanwhile  the  Indians  bordering  on  the 
Britiili  dominions  in  North  America,  were  inftigated  by  the 
French  to  commence  their  barbarous  hoftillties  againft  the  de- 
fencelefs  inhabitants  of  our  back-fettlements.     The  Spaniards, 

1752.  in  I  752,  began  again  their  former  pradlice,  of  infolently  inter- 
rupting our  navigation  in  the  Weft  Indies  by  their  Guarda  Co- 
|la?.  and  in  Europe  the  ur.vy  both  of  France   and  Spain  were 

dailjF 
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daily  au^^fnenting.  In  1753  the  conference  at  Paris,  concern- A.  I). 
ing  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  ended  without  effed  ;  and  the  1753' 
French  continued  to  extend  their  dominions  in  North  America, 
by  creeling  a  chain  of  forts  along  the  lakes  of  Erie  and  Onta- 
rio, f'o  as  to  connect  their  fettlements  on  the  MiffilTippi  with 
Canada.  At  length,  prefuming  on  the  amazing  fupinenefs  of  the 
Britifii  miniftry,  they  croflld  Lake  Champlain,  and  built  a  fort 
at  Crown-Point,  in  the  province  of  New  York.  A  reader  of 
Englifh  hiflory,  who  refle£ls  as  he  reads,  when  he  meets  with 
fuch  examples  of  inadivity,  fuch  want  of  vigilance,  fuch  impo- 
litic procraftination,  is  necefTarily  led  to  inquire  into  the  caufc. 
Is  this  incelerity  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  word)  to  be  attribu- 
ted to  our  natural  or  political  conftitution  ?  Be  this  as  it  may, 
what  we  lofc  in  time,  as  in  mechanics,  we  fometimes  gain  in 
power. 

The  French  miniftry,  notwithftanding  fuch  flagrant  acls  of 
boftility  in  America,  continued  to  amuie  the  court  of  London 
with  repeated  affurances  of  friendfliip.     But  early  in  the  year 
*755»  certain  intelligence  was  received,  that  a  confiderable  fleet  1755' 
of  men  of  war  was  preparing  to  fail  from  diflerent   ports  in 
France,  to  America,  with  a  formidable  number  of  land  forces 
on  board.     The  Britifli  miniftry,  rouzed  at  this  intelligence, 
gave  imm.ediate  orders  to  equip  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  and, 
towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  admiral  Bofcawen,  with  eleven 
fliips  of  the  line,  failed  for  America.     He  was  foon  after  fol- 
lowed by  admiral  Holbourne  with  fix  line-of-battle  fliips  and 
one  frigate,  the  miniftry  having  received  fubfequent  intelligence 
that  the  French  fleet,  intended  for  America,  confifted  of  twenty- 
five  fliips  of  the  line,   Is'l.     This  fleet  failed  from  Breft  in  the 
beginning  of  May  ;  but,  after  failing  a  fev/  leagues  beyond  the 
mouth  of  the  Englifli  channel,  Monf.  Macnamara,  the  con>- 
mander  in  chief,  returned  to  Breft,  with  nine  of  the  capital 
fliips,  and  the  reft  proceeded  to  North  America  under  the  com- 
mand of  Monf.  Bois  de  la  Mothe.     Admiral  Bofcaweivs  orders 
were,  to  attack  the  French  fleet  wherefocver  he  fhould  meet 
with  it.     Being  joined  by  admiral  Holbourne,  he  continued 
cruizing  off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in  hopes  of  intercep- 
ting the  French  fquadron  in  their  attempt  to  enter  the  gulf  of 
St.  Laurence.     But  the  thick  fog,  fo  frequent  on  that  coart, 
Vol.  IV.  K  favoured 
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A.  D.  favoured  their  enterprize,  and  Monf.  de  la  Mothe  arrived  faf^' 
^755  at  Quebec  with  his  whole  fquadron,  except  the  Alcide  and  the 
Lys,  the  firft  of  fixty-four  guns  and  480  men  ;  the  fecond  of 
twenty-two,  thongh  pierced  for  fixty-four,  with  eight  compa- 
nies of  land  forces  on  board.  Thefe  two  unfortunate  flilps  fell 
in  with  the  Dunkirk,  captain  Howe,  and  the  Defiance,  captain 
Aiidrews,  both  fixty-gun  Oiips.  After  a  refolute  engagement  of 
five  hours,  the  French  fhips  flruck.  On  board  the  Lys  were 
leveral  officers  of  diftinQion,  and  about  80,000 1.  flrerling. 

From  the  capture  of  thefe  two  fhips  the  commencement  of 
the  war  may  properly  be  dated.  As  foon  as  it  was  known  in 
Europe,  the  French  ambafTador  left  Loniloh,  and  the  Britifh 
miniftry  iffued  general  orders  for  making  reprifals  in  every  part 
of  the  globe.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  three  hundred 
French  merchantmen  were  taken  and  brought  into  England  be-^ 
fore  the  expiration  oi  this  year.  On  the  21  ft  of  July,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hawke  failed  on  a  cruize  to  the  weflward,  with  eighteen 
fliips  of  the  line,  and,  on  the  14th  of  0£lober,  admiral  Byng 
proceeded  to  fea  with  twenty-two  fhips.  Both  thefe  fleets  re- 
turned without  meeting  with  any  thing  worth  their  attention. 
The  French  neverthelefs  bore  thefe  infults  with  a  degree  of 
patience  which  aftonilbed  all  Europe.  But  they  were  not  yet 
prepared  for  war  :  their  alliances  were  yet  unformed,  and  their 
fleet  was  much  inferior  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  which,  at  this 
time,  confifted  of  213  men  of  war* ;  that  of  France,  including 
fliips  upon  the  llocks,  amounted  to  no  niore  than  1 13  ^ 
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In  ihe  beginning  of  this  year  major-general  Braddock  failed  A.  D. 
trom  Corke,  witla  two  regiments  of  foot,  for  Virginiaj  with  '755* 
orders  to  difpoiTels  the  French  of  the  lands  they  had  unjuftly 
ufurped.  That  general  was  totally  defeated,  and  flain,  by  an 
ambufcade  of  Indians.  I  have  before  obfcrved,  that  three  hun- 
dred French  merchantmen  were  brought  into  the  ports  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  all  this  without  a  declaration  of  war.  Tlie  Eritilh 
Kiiniftry  intended,  by  this  extraordinary  Gondu£t,  to  validate 
their  defeniive  allian-ces,  and  that  the  private  ^property  of  the 
lubjects  of  France  might  not  fuffer,  the  feveral  cargoes  of  the 
iliips  taken  were  ordered  not  to  be  touched.  But  this  appear- 
ance of  ftri(fl:  juftice  was  a  mere  chimera,  hecaufe  many  of  thefe 
cargoes  confifted  of  perifhable  commodities,  .and  ronfequently 
proved  a  lofs  to  the  owners,  without  producing  any, profit  to  thofe 
by  whom  they  were  taken.  The  French  had  evidently,  and  fla- 
grantly, broken  the  bonds  of  peace  by  their  audacious  encroach- 
ments in  America,  To  palpably  contradiftory  to  the  tenor  of 
treaties  between  the  two  nations.  For  the  credit  of  England, 
I  wifii  that  a  formal  declaration  of  war  had  preceded  the 
lirfl  adl  of  hofi:ility  on  our  part.  Previous  to  fuch  declaration,, 
every  adt  of  hoftility  is  a  piracy  againfl:  the  fubjecls  of  either 
nation.  It  is  furely  a  fuflicient  hardlhip  for  fubjccts  to  be  ruin- 
onlly  involved  in  the  quarrels  of  their  fuperiors  after. fuch  quar- 
rels arc  notorious  ;  but  to  feel  the  horrible  effe£ls  of  fuch  quar- 
rels, whilft  thefe  fuperiors  wear  the  maik  of  mutual  friendfliip, 
requires  a  greater  degree  of  patience  than  any  fuhje6ts  can  be 
fuppoled  to  paffefs.  We  now  proceed  to  tlic  naval  hifrory  of 
the  year  1756. 

About  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  year  ",  overtures  of  accom-  r-j^^' 
modation  were  made  on  the  part  of  France  by  Monf.  E.ouille, 
f^icretary  of  flate,  in  a  private  letter  to  Mn  Ycx,  fecretary  of 
itate  to  his  Britannic  majclty.  But  as  this  application  was  cal- 
culated only  to  amule  the  Engliih  mirrilfry,  in  order  to  gain 
time,  it  produced  no  other  effcdl.  The  French,  having  now 
augmented  their  navy  very  conllderably,  ordered  all  the  Britifli 
fubjects  in  France  to  depart  the  kingdom,  puhlifhed  an  edi6l  for 
the  encouragement  of  privateers,  feized  every  Englilh  veCul  in 

■u  Smolki'j  hiftory,  p.  315. 
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A.  D.  their  ports,  and  fent  their  crews  to  prifon.  They  then  begnn 
175^*  to  threaten  us  with  an  invalion,  and,  in  order  to  give  this  proje*^ 
an  air  of  probabihty,  were  extremely  bufy  in  their  military  pre- 
parations on  the  coaft  of  the  Britiili  Channel.  But  the  defign 
of  thefe  preparations  was  merely  to  divert  our  attention  from 
their  armaments  in  the  Mediterranean,  where  the  blov/  was 
really  intended.  Th<;  king,  the  miniftry,  and  their  adherents  in 
parliament,  were,  however,  fo  completely  duped  by  this  French 
manosuvre,  that  Hefiian  and  Hanoverian  troops  were  fent  for 
to  protect  us,  and  the  repeated  authentic  information  concern- 
ing the  equipment  and  dertination  of  the  Toulon  fleet  totally 
difregardcd.  There  never  was  a  more  flagrant  example  of  ob- 
ftinate  infatuation. 

At  length  the  deftination  of  the  armament  at  Toulon  was 
fo  certainly  and  univerfally  knov/n,  that  the  Britifh  miniftry 
flartcd  fuddcnly  from  their  apathy,  and,  like  men  jufl:  awoke 
from  a  found  flumber,  began  to  aft  before  they  had  reco- 
vered their  fenfes.  It  was  known  to  all  Europe,  that  the 
French  fquadron  at  Toulon  coniifted  of  thirteen  ihips  of  the 
line,  and  that  15,000  land  forces  were  there  ready  for  em- 
barkation :  neverthelefs,  only  ten  Britifli  (hips  were  ordered 
for  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  command  was  given  to  ad- 
miral Byng,  a  man  whofe  courage  and  abilities  were  yet  un- 
tried. With  this  fquadion,  not  completely  manned,  without 
either  hofpital  or  fire-fhip,  he  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  yth 
of  April.  Pie  had  on  board  major-general  Stuart,  lord  Effing- 
h.itn,  colonel  Cornwallis,  and  about  forty  inferior  officers, 
whofe  regiments  were  in  garrifon  at  Minorca;  alfo  a  regiment 
of  f::)ldiers  to  be  landed  at  Gibraltar,  and  about  a  hundred  re- 
cruits. 

Admiral  Byng  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  2d  of  May,  where 
lie  found  tlic  Louifa,  captain  Edgecombe,  who  informed  him, 
that  he  had  been  driven  from  Minorca  by  a  French  fquadron  of 
thirteen  ihips  of  the  line,  commanded  by  Monf.  GalifToniere, 
v/ho  fa i  landed  15,000  men  on  that  idand.  Admiral  Byng 
gave  immediate  orders  for  the  (hips  to  complete  their  provifions 
and  water  with  all  poffible  expedition,  0.n  the  third  day  after 
hib  arrival  he  went  on  fiiore  to  confer  with  general  Fowke,  the 
governor  of  GibrrJtar,  conceri;ir.g  a  baltnllon  to  be  tranfncrted 

to 
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to  Minorca.  When  the  admiral  demanded  this  battalion,  the  A.  D. 
governor  produced  three  feveral  letters  of  inflruclion  from  the  1756. 
war-oflice,  which  he  could  neither  reconcile  with  each  other, 
nor  with  the  order  given  by  the  admiralty  to  admiral  13yn?^. 
Thefe  feveral  orders,  which  were  then  compared  and  conlider- 
ed  by  a  council  of  war  at  Gibraltar,  being  matter  of  impor- 
tance to  every  future  commander,  whether  at  hnd  or  fea,  I  mufl: 
intreat  the  reader,  before  he  proceeds,  to  confider  attentively 
admiral  Byng's  inftrudiions,  which  he  will  find  in  the  Appendix, 
N^  4.  and  then  to  read  carefully  the  orders  fent  from  the  war- 
office  to  general  Fowke,  which  he  will  find  at  the  bottom  of 
this  page  ^. 

The  council  of  war,  after  mature  deliberation,  determined 
not  to  part  with  the  battalion  required;  firft,  becaufe  it  appear- 
ed by  lord  Barrington's  firft  letter,  that  the  Fuzileers  were  to 
remain  at  Gibraltar-,  and,  fecond'y,  becaufe  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  engineers  who  were  well  acquainted  with  Minorca,  that 
to  throw  iuccours  into  St.  Philips  would  be  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  impoffible.  But  this  refolution  of  the  council  of  war  was 
certainly  wrong :  for  though  it  appeared  by  lord  Barrington's 
firft  letter,  that  the  Fuzileers  were  to  remain  at  Gibraltar,  that 
order  was  evidently  contradidled  by  admiral  Byng's  inftrnftions 
of  a  later  date,  and  the  order  for  fending  a  battalion  to  Minor- 
ca was  repeated  and  confirmed.  However,  the  council  of  war 
confented  that  one  captain,  fix  fubalterns,  five  drums,  and  235 
privates,  fliould  be  embarked,  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  thofe 
left  at  Minorca  by  captain  Edgecombe,  and  without  which  his 
{hips  would  have  been  of  Hctle  fervice  in  cafe  of  an  engagement. 
"With  regard  to  admiral  Byng's  orders,  though  they  were  in 
many  refpecis  conditional,  his  orders  to  fave  Minorca,  at  all 
events,  were  pofitive  and  explicit,  and  that  he  ought  to  have 

^  Lord  Karrin2t')ri'»  letter  to  general  Fowke,  dated  the  iifl  of  March,  Tays, 
"  Tiie  king  has  ordered  the  royal  regiment  of  Fuzileers  to  enihark  imme- 
"  diately  for  Gibraltar,  and  that  upon  their  arrival  you  are  to  make  a  detach- 
"  meat  equal  to  a  battalion,  froin  the  four  regiiv.ciits  in  garrifon,  to  Minorca." 
The  fccond  letter,  without  any  reference  to  the  firft,  repeats  the  order  fcr  em- 
barking a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  P.Iinorca,  in  cafe  there 
^as  any  probability  of  its  being  attacked;  and  the  third  letter,  dated  April  id, 
orders  the  govirnxr  to  receive  fnch  women  and  children,  bebngii^g  to  ihe  Fa. 
lilctr?,  as  ada-.ir..l  Cyng  \hjdd  think  i\l  to  hnd, 

effected. 
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^  A.  1).  efFecled,  even  at  the  rilk  of  facrificing  his  whole  fleet.  Be  this 
'  ^  '  as  it  may,  he  failed  from  Gibraltar  on  the  8th  of  May,  and  on 
the  1 6th  arrived  at  Majorca,  vi'here  he  was  joined  by  the  Phoe- 
nix, captain  Hervey,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  relative  to 
the  French  fleet  and  the  (lege  of  St.  Philips.  He  then  fleered 
for  Minorca,  but  having  contrary  winds,  did  not  make  that 
ifland  until  the  morning  of  the  rpth,  when  he  faw  the  Englilh 
flag  flill  flying  on  the  cai\le  of  St.  Philips,  and  feveral  bomb- 
batteries  playing  upon  it  from  the  enemy's  works.  There  have 
been  Brixifh  admirals,  who,  at  fuch  a  profpecl,  would  have 
{worn  to  relieve  the  garrifbn,  or  perifh  in  the  attempt  !  Early 
in  the  morning  the  admiral  difpatched  captain  Hervey,  in  the 
Phoenix,  with  the  Chefterfield  and  Dolphin,  with  orders  to  re- 
connoitre the  entrance  into  the  harbour,  and,  if  polTible,  to  con- 
vey a  letter  to  general  Blakeney  ^.     Captain  Hervey  got  round 


y  Though  this  letter  from  the  admiral  was  not  delivered,  it  is  neccfTary  that 
the  reader  (hould  know  its  contents  j  becaiife  no  circumftance  ought  to  he  con- 
cealed which  may,  in  any  degree,  tend  to  elucidate  a  tranfdftioii  attended  by  fuck 
ferious  confequcnces. 

"   To  General  Blakeney. 

"  Sir,  I  fend  yon  this  by  captain  Harvey,   of  his  majelTy's  fnip  Phoenix,  who 

'*  has  my  orders  to  convey   it   to  you,  if  po'iTiiile,    toj^ether   with    the  inciofed 

■'  packet,   which  he  received  at   Leghorn.      I   am   exircmcly  concerned  to  find 

'  that  captain  Edgecomi)e  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Gibraltar  with  the  (hips  un- 

*  der  his  command,  and  that  the  F/ench  are  landed,  and  Sc.  Philip;  cai'ile  is 
■  inverted  ;  as  I  f5atter  myfelf,  had  I  f.  rtunately  been  more  timely  in  the  Mc- 
'  diterranean,  that  i  (hoirld  have  been  able  to  have  prevented  the  enemy's  get- 
'  ting  a  footing  in  the  rfland  of  Minorca,     I  am  to  acquaint  yen,   that  general 

•  Stuart,  lord"  Etfinghatn,  and  colonel  Cornwallis,  with  about  thirty  ofiicers, 
'  and  AMme  recruits  belonging  to  the  different  r-egiments  tiow  in  garrifon  with 
'  you,  are  on  hoard  the  fhips  of  the  fqujdron  ;  and  ftiall  he  glad  t'>  know  by 
'  the  remrfi  of  the  officer,  what  place  yon  will  think  proper  to  have  ihein 
'  landed  at.  The  royal  regiment  of  Englilh  Ftuiieers,  commanded  by  lord 
'  Robert  Bertie,  is  hkcwife  on  board  the  fqu^dron,  deftined,  agreeable  to  my 
'  orders,  to  ferve  on  board  the  "fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  iiiJefs  it  fhoiild  he 
'  thought  necefiary,  upoi  confultation  with  you,  to  hnd   the  regiment   for  the 

♦  defence  of  Minorca  ;  but  I  muft  alfo  inform  you,  fhould  the  Fnz'lecrs  be 
'  landed,  as  they  are  part  of  the  fnip's  complements,  the  marines  havina  been 
'  ordered  by  the  lords  C'inimi{Iioners  of  the  admiralty  on  boiird  of  other  (liips 
'  at  Porti'mouth,  to  make  room  for  them,  that  it  v.ill  di.'ahle  the  fquadion 
'  from  afting  againft  that  of  the  enemy,  which  I  am  informed  is  cruizing  off 
"  the  iflind  :  however,  I  fhal!  gladly  embrace  evtry  opportunity  of  promoting 
f  his  majeOy's  ferv  ce  in  the  m-.-ft  etf;(ft-ual  manner,  and  fh^ll  aflirt  you  to  di- 
'  rtreli  the  enemy  and  defciit  ihtir  dtfigns  to  the  u.mofl  jf  n:y  p  \\c:." 

the 
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the  Laire  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  :  he  made  fignals  A.  D. 
to  the  garrifon  for  a  boat  to  come  ofF;  but  without  effe£l,  and  ^IS^* 
the  admiral,  about  this  time,  difcovering  the  French  fleet,  or- 
dered him  to  return. 

Admiral  Byng  now  flood  towards  the  enemy,  and  about  two 
in  the  afternoon  made  a  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle  a-head". 
He  then  diftributed  as  many  feamen  as  eould  be  fpared  from  the 
frigates,  on  board  fuch  fliips  as  were  mofi:  in  want  of  hands, 
and  converted  the  Phoenix  into  a  fire-fliip.  At  feven  in  the 
evening  the  French  fquadron,  being  then  about  two  leagues  di- 
flant,  tacked,  in  order  to  gain  the  weather-gage;  and  the  Eng-- 
lifli  admiral,  not  chuflng  to  relinquifli  that  advantage,  alfo  puit 
his  (liips  about. 

On  the  2oth>  in  the  morning,  the  weather  being  hazy,  th-e 
French  fleet  could  not  be  difcovered ;  but  it  became  vifible 
before  noon,  and  at  two  o'clock  admiral  Byng  made  a  fignsi 
to  bear  away  two  points  from  the  wind  and  engage.  Rear- 
admiral  Weft  was  then  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  comply  with 
both  thefe  orders ;  he  therefore  bore  away  feven  points  frora 
the  wind,  and  with  his  whole  divifion  attacked  the  enemy  wit!a 
fuch  impetuoflty,  that  feveral  of  their  fliips  were  foon  obli- 
ged to  quit  the  line.  Had  admiral  Byng  been  equally  alect 
and  eager  to  engage,  it  is  niod  probable  that  the  French  fleet 
would  have  been  defeated  and  Minorca  faved  ;  but  the  ene- 
my's centre  keeping  their  fi:ation,  and  Byng's  divifion  not  ad- 
vancing, admiral  "Weft  was  prevented  from  purfuing  his  ad- 
vantage, by  the  apprehenflon  of  being  feparated  from  the  re(l 
of  the  fleet. 

After  engaging  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  Intrepid,  the 
fternmoft  fliip  of  the  van,  loft  her  fore-top-mafl:,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Byng's  account  of  the  acStion  ^,  obliged  his  whole 
divifion  to  back  their  fills,  to  prevent  their  falling  foul  of  each 
other.  But  when  this  matter  came  to  be  examined  by  the 
court-martial,  it  appeared,  that  immediately  after  the  fignal  for 
engaging,  whilft  the  van  were  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy, 
admiral  Byng,  in  the  R,amillic<;,  edged  away  fome  points,  by 
which  means  the  Trid-ent  and  Loi'.ifa  got  to  windwarJ  of  him, 

Bjnj's  leucr  to  the  sdminilty, 

and 
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A.  D.  and  that,  in  order  to  bring  them  again  into  their  ftations,  he 
*  75"*  backed  his  niizen-top-fail,  and  endeavoured  to  back  his  main- 
top-faih  This  manoeuvre  neceilarily  retarded  all  the  Ihips  in  his 
divifion,  and  gave  the  enemy  time  to  efcape.  M.  Galiffoniere 
feized  the  opportunity,  and,  his  fhips  being  clean,  was  loon  out 
of  danger.  But  admiral  Byng,  before  the  engagement,  ordered 
the  Deptford  to  quit  the  line,  in  order  to  reduce  his  line  of  bat- 
tle to  the  fame  number  of  fhips  as  that  of  the  enemy.  For  this 
apparent  generofity  he  was  cetifured  by  the  court-martial:  ne- 
verthelefs,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  great  impropriety  in 
jeferving  one  or  more  fupernumerary  Iliips  in  readinefs  to  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  thofe  which  may  happen  to  be  difabled. 

From  this  relation  of  fails,  the  reader  will  eafdy  perceive 
that  admiral  Byng's  conduiSt  was  by  no  means  juftifiable.  The 
naval  reader  fees  very  clearly,  from  the  lituation  of  the  two 
fleets,  relative  to  the  wind,  that  he  might  have  fought  if  he 
would  ;  and,  from  a  comparifon  of  the  two  fleets  *,  it  will  feem 
more  than  probable,  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  v/ith  the  fu- 
perior  adlivity  and  fkill  of  our  failors  in  time  of  adtion,  that  a 
decifive  vi6lory  might  have  been  expected.     Whether  admiral 
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Byng's  condu(fi:  is  juftly  to  be  afcribed  to  his  excefliva  prudence,  A.  D. 
his  want  of  Ikill,  or  want  of  courage^  is  difucult  to  determine.  ^IS^^' 
Probably  thefe  three  caufes  operated  in  conjunction  to  produce 
the  fatal  efFe6l.  The  only  plaufible  argument  that  can  be  urged 
in  extenuation  of  this  admiral's  conduct  is^  that  he  might  be 
too  ftrongly  impreft  by  the  recoUedlion  of  Mathews  and  Le- 
ftock  •,  the  firll  of  whom  was  punilhed  for  lighting,  not  accord- 
ing to  rule,  and  the  latter  not  puniflied,  though  he  did  net 
fight  at  all. 

The  Englifh  had  in  this  engagement  42  men  killed,  and  168 
wounded;  the  French,  145  wounded,  and  26  killed.  Captain 
Andrews,  of  the  Defiance,  was  the  only  officer  of  difrindtioni 
on  board  the  Englilli  fleet,  who  loft  his  life  on  this  oceafion. 
The  French  fleet  foOn  difappcared,  and  at  eight  in  the  evening 
admiral  Byng  made  a  fignal  for  his  fquadron  to  bring  to,  at 
which  time  the  Intrepid  and  the  Chefteriield  were  miffing ;  the 
former,  being  difabled,  had  been  left  to  the  care  of  the  lattel*. 
They  joined  the  fleet  next  morning,  and  the  adflliral  then  find- 
ing that  three  of  his  fquadron  were  damaged  in  thfeir  mafls^ 
called  a  council  of  war,  at  which  general  Stuart,  lord  Effing- 
ham, lord  Ptobert  BertiCj  and  colonel  GoJ-nwallis  were  requeil'- 
ed  to  affift. 

The  council  of  war  being  afTembled  on  boalrd  of  the  Ramil- 
lies,  the  following  qugftions  were  propofed  by  admiral  Byng : 

1.  Whether  an  attack  upon  the  French  fleet  gives  any  pro- 
fpe£l  of  relieving  Minorca  ?  Arifixicr.  It  would  not. 

2.  If  there  was  no  French  fleet  cruizing  off  Minorca,  whe- 
ther the  Englifh  fleet  could  raife  the  fiege  }  Anf.  It  could  not. 

3.  Whether  Gibraltar  would  not  be  in  danger  by  any  acci- 
dent that  may  befal  this  fleet  ?  Anf.  It  would  be  in  danger. 

4.  Whether  ah  attack  with  our  fleet,  in  the  prefent  fiate  of 
it,  upon  that  of  the  French,  w^ill  not  endanger  the  fafety  of 
Gibraltar,  and  expofe  the  trade  of  the  MediteiTaneaii  to  great 
hazard  ?  Anf.  It  would. 

5.  Whether  it  is  not  for  his  Majefly's  fervice  that  the  fleet 
fliould  immediately  proceed  for  Gibraltar  ?  Anf.  It  fliould 
proceed  for  Gibraltar* 

Here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  our  hiftory  a 

few  moments,  for  the  fake  of  the  naval  reader,  to  whom  the 

Vol.  JV.  L  confide- 
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Di  A.  confiderst'ion  of  thefe  five  rcfolutions  may  prove  of  infinite  Im^ 
i  75^*  portance  ;  thefc  volumes  being  written  witii  an  intenrion,  nor 
only  to  record  the  heroic  virtues  of  our  naval  commanders  in 
times  paft  •,  not  only  to  anuife  the  gentlemen  who  in  the  prefenr 
age  have  the  honour  to  ferve  on  board  the  Britiflh  fleet ;  but 
to  animate,  to  inform^  to  warn  them,  by  example.  I  have, 
more  than  once,  obfervcd,  and  tlie  truth  of  my  obfervatioa 
hath  been  frequently  confirmed,  that  councils  of  war  feidoni 
forebode  much  heroifm.  When  a  commander  in  chief,  whofij 
power  is  abfolute,  condefcends  to  aflc  advice  of  his  inferiors,  it 
h  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  that  his  abilities  are  inadequate  to 
his  power ;  or,  that  he  is  inclined  to  do  that  for  which  he  dares 
not  be  refponfible.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  one  member  of 
this  council  of  war,  who,  if  the  five  refolutions  had  depended 
upon  his  fingle  voice,  would  not  have  anfwered  them  ail  in  the 
negative.  1'  am  alfo  of  opinion,  that  if  admiral  Byng  had  been 
pofitively  ordered  to  call  no  councils  of  war,  but  to  relieve  Mi- 
Dorca  at  all  events,  he  would  have  deftroyed  the  French  fleer, 
faved  the  ifland,  and  would  have  returned  triumpnant  to  Bri- 
tain ;  unlefs  we  are  to  fuppofe  him  conflitutionally  a  coward;- 
for,  on  fuch  beings,  the  prejcnt^  though  Icaft^  danger  always 
•  ads  moft  powerfully. 

riow  this  council  of  war  could  determine,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  relieve  Minorca,  without  ever  making  the  leaft  attempt: 
for  that  purpofe,  is  incredibly  aftonilliing  !  and  indeed  it  after- 
wards appeared  that  the  troops  on  board  might  have  been 
landed  at  the  fally-port  with  little  danger  ;  for  Mr.  Boyd,  com- 
milTary  of  the  ftrorcs,  actually  went  out  to  Tea  in  a  fmall  boac 
in  {earch  of  the  Englifli  fleet,  and  returned  fafe  to  the  garrifon. 
As  to  their  concern  for  the  fafety  of  Gibraltar,  their  apprehen- 
lions  were  in  the  bigheft:  degree  ridiculous.  According,  how- 
ever, to  the  fifth  refolution  of  the  council,  admiral  Byng  retiun- 
ed  with  his  fleet  to  Gibraltar,  and  GalilToniere  to  his  former 
liatidn  ofl'Cape  Mola.  How  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philips  muft 
iVave  been  afieiHied,  when  they  behetd  the  French  fquadron  re- 
turn triumphant,  and  afterwards  hoard  z.feii  de  joye  in  the  ene- 
my's camp,  may  be  eafily  conceived.  The  befiegers  had  doubt- 
lefii  caufe  to  rejoice  at  the  fafe  return  of  their  fleet,  though  not 
en  account  of  any  victory  obtained  by  thgir  adm.iral  j  for  the- 

i-wo 
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txvo  admirals  evidently  ran  from  each  other.  But  though  the  A.  D. 
garrifon  were  not  a  little  difappointed  at  Byng's  diflippcarance,  175^* 
they  neverthelefs  defended  the  caftle  till  the  28th  of  June,  when, 
defpairing  of  relief  from  England,  and  rationally  fuppofing 
that,  in  the  great  fyftem  of  politics,  they  were  intended  to  be 
facriliced,  after  a  gallant  defence  of  ten  weeks,  the  venerable 
Blakeney,  on  very  honourable  terms,  furrcndered  Minorca  to 
the  Due  lie  Richl'ieu. 

Admiral  Byng  arrived  at  Gibrakar  on  rl^.e  lyih  of  June, 
■where  commodore  Broderick  had  come  to  an  anchor  four  days 
before,  with  a  reinforcement  of  five  fliips  of  the  line,  which 
were  fent  from  England  in  confequence  of  certain  intelligence 
that  the  French  were  fitting  out  more  Ihips  at  Toulon.  Thus 
•enforced,  admiral  Byng  determined  to  return  to  Minorca,  in 
hopes  of  being  yet  in  time  to  relieve  the  ganifon  ;  but  whilfi 
he  was  with  great  a6livity  preparing  for  this  fccond  enterprize, 
the  Antelope  of  50  guns  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  On  board  of  this 
fliip  were  admiral  Hawke,  admiral  Saunders,  and  lord  Tyraw- 
]ey,  who  were  commiflioned  to  fuperfede  and  arrell:  admiral 
Byng,  admiral  Weft,  and  governor  Fovvke.  The  three  delin- 
quents were  accordingly  fent  on  board  the  Antelope,  and  re- 
turned prifoners  to  England.  Sir  Edward  liawke,  with  the 
fleet  under  his  command,  failed  immediately  np  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  but^  upon  his  arrival  ofF  Minorca,  he  had  ^he  mortifica- 
tion to  fee  the  French  flag  flying  on  8r.  Philip's  caftle.  As  foon 
as  the  garrifon  furrendered,  GalifToniere  prudently  retired  to 
Toulon,  where  he  remained  in  fecurity,  v/hilft  Sir  Edward 
}lav»'ke  afTerted  the  naval  empire  of  Great  Britain,  in  light  of 
an  enemy  elated  with  the  conqueft  of  a  fmall  ifland,  which  they 
were  afterwards  obliged  to  relinquifli.  Tiiis  conqueft,  though 
real-ly  infjgnihcant,  can  fed  Inch  extravagant  exultation  in  France, 
fuch  an  univerfal  TV  Deuni  laiiihinms^  that  one  might  rationally 
have  fuppofed  the  Britilh  empire  totally  annihiJatecL 

The  people  of  England,  on  .the  contrary,  received  the  intel- 
ligence of  Byng's  retreat  with  general  difTatiifdClion,  and,  with- 
out the  leail  inquiry  into  the  condu61:  of  the  minillry,  pointed 
all  their  refentment  agalnil  that  unfortunate  admiral.  The  mi- 
ni ftry  joined  in  the  cry,  doing  every  thing  in  tJieir  power  to  di- 
vert ihe  refentment  of  the  people  from  themfelves.     That  Mr. 

h  2  Byn^'s 
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A,  D.  Byng's  conduft  was,  in  many  refpe£ls,  extremely  reprehenfible,, 
*  "J 5^-  is  moO  certain  ,  hut  it  is  not  lefs  certain,  that  the  miniftry  were- 
equally  inexcufable,  for  not  fending  troops  to  Minorca  much 
fooner,  and  for  not  giving  Byng  a  fuperior  fleet.  If  the  five 
Ihips,  which  afterwards  failed  to  his  afliitance,  had  made  part 
of  his  fquadron,  Galiflbniere  muft  have  fled  at  his  approach, 
and  Minorca  would  infaUibly  have  been  faved.  Buc  thefe  re- 
flections, whi^ft  they  fix  eternal  obloquy  on  the  adminiftration, 
do  not  exculpate  the  admiral.  The  exigency  and  importance 
of  the  fervice  on  which  he  was  feiit,  required  a  facrifice  of  pru- 
dence to  neceility.  Our  hiftory  affords  many  examples  of  Eng- 
lifli  fleets  obtaining  a  complete  viOory  over  an  enemy  far  fupe- 
rior in  number  of  guns  and  men  ;  but  thele  viflories  were  gain- 
rd  by  admirals  who  difdained  to  calculate  the  exa6l  weight  of 
metal  in  each  fquadron. 

Admiral  Byng,  admiral  Weft,  and  general  Fowke,  arrived 
at  Portfmouth  on  the  3d  of  July.  The  two  latter  were  ordered 
to  London,  where  admiral  "Weft  v/as  gracioufly  received  by 
the  king.  The  general  was  tried  for  difobedience  of  orders  in 
not  feiiding  a  battalion  to  the  relief  of  Minorca,  and  fentenced 
to  be  fufpended  for  a  year.  The  king  confirmed  the  fentence, 
and  afterwards  difmifled  him  the  fervice.  Admiral  |5yng,  after 
continuing  fome  time  in  arreft  at  Portfmouth,  was  efcorted  to 
Oreenwich-hofpital,  where  he  remained  clofe  prifoner  till  De- 
Ciember,  the  time  appointed  for  his  trial,  which  began  on  the 
28th  of  that  month,  on  board  the  St.  George  in  Portfmouth- 
harbou,r.  The  court-martial  confifted  cf  four  admirals,  and 
Bine  captains  of  the  navy^.  They  fat  a  month,  daily  examin- 
3,ng  evidence  for  and  againft  the  prifoner.  Admiral  Weft  de- 
pofcd,  that  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  rear-divifion  might  not 
have  engaged  the  enemy  as  clofe  as  did  the  van,  and  that  there 
was  no  fignal  made  for  giving  chace  when  the  French  fheered 
oft".  General  Blakeney  depofcd,  that,  on  the  20th  of  May, 
boats  might  have  pafTed  between  the  fleet  and  the  garrifon  with 
great  fecurity,  and  that  if  the  troops  ordered  for  bis  relief  had 
been  landed,  he  could  have  held  out  till  the  aarrival  of  Sir  Ed- 

b  jlim'iriih.     Smith,  prefident;  Holbourne,  Norris,  Broderick. 

C'lPtninu       Holmes,     B")'!,     Simcce,     B.mlcy,     Dennis,     Geary,     Moore, 

1^  "''ii'as  Kfppci, 
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ward  HawTce.     Captain  Young,  of  the  Litrepidy  declared,  that  A.  D. 
the  lofs  of  his  fore-top-mafb  did  not  appear  to  prevent  the  reai--  1 756. 
divifion  from  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy.     Captain  Gardi- 
ner depofed,  that  he  advifed  the  admiral  to  bear  down,  but 
without  effe£l,  and  that,  on  the  day  of  the  a^ion,  the  admiral 

took  the  command  of  the  Ramillies  intirely  upon  himfelf. 

Thefe  cogent  depofitions  were  corroborated  by  other  witrtefles, 
and  not  in  the  leaft  degree  invalidated  by  any  counter- evidence 
in  favour  of  the  delinquent.  But  fome  of  the  officers  who 
were  on  board  his  fhip,  and  near  him  during  the  engagement, 
depofed,  that  he  difcovered  no  figns  of  confufion,  or  want  of 
perfonal  courage,  but  that  he  gave  his  orders  diftin<SlIy  and  with 
apparent  coolnefs.  The  admiral's  fpeech,  in  his  defence,  wns 
inadequr^te  to  the  great  purpofe  of  effacing  the  impreffion  which 
the  powerful  evidence  againft  him  had  made  upon  the  court  • 
they  therefore  found  him  guilty  of  a  breach  of  that  part  of  the 
twelfth  article  of  war,  which  fays, — "  or  fliall  not  do  his  ut- 
*<  moft  to  take  or  deftroy  every  fhip  which  it  fliall  be  his  duty 
"  to  engage;  and  to  affift  and  relieve  all  and  every  of  his  Ma- 
<<  jefty's  fhips  which  it  fhall  be  his  duty  to  affifl  and  relieve." 
He  was  therefore  fentenced  to  be  fhot,  that  being  the  nunifli- 
ment  pofitively  ordained  for  a  breach  of  this  article.  The 
court,  however,  being  of  opinion,  that  admiral  Byng's  mifcon- 
du6l  did  not  proceed  from  want  of  courage  or  difaffeclion 
added  to  their  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  lords  of  the 
admirahy,  a  petition,  requefting  their  lordfhips  moft  earneftly 
to  recommend  him  to  his  majefty's  clemency. 

The  lords  of  the  admiralty,  having  compared  the  fentence  of 
the  court-martial  with  the  words  of  the  twelfth  article  of  war, 
which  are,  «'  Every  perfon  in  the  fleet,  who  through  coivardkey 
y^  negl'igetice,  or  d\faffeaio7i.y  fliall,"  ^c.  and  not  finding  the 
crime  of  negligence  (he  being  acquitted  of  the  other  two)  impu- 
ted by  the  court ;  were  in  doubt  concerning  the  legality  of  the 
fentence :  they  therefore  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  king,  re- 
quefting that  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  might  be  taken. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  judges  pronounced  it  a  le- 
gal fentence.  After  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  had  figned  a 
warrant  for  admiral  Byng's  execution,  fbme  of  the  members  of 
the  court-martial  evpreff.^.!  a  wi(h  to  be  releafed,  by  aft  of  par- 
liament. 
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A.  D.  Iiament,  from  their  oath  of  iecrecy.  A  bill  for  this  piirpofc 
IjS^'  accordingly  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons;  but  when  it  came  to 
a  fecond  reading  in  the  houle  of  lords,  each  member  of  the 
court-martial  was  feparately  afked,  whether  he  had  any  thing 
to  reveal  which  might  incline  the  king  to  pardon  the  delinquent. 
Strange  as  it  may  feem,  they  all  anfwcred  in  the  negative  !  and, 
on  the  14th  of  March,  admiral  John  Byng  was  fnot  on  board 
the  Mofw.rqiie,  in  the  harbour  of  Portfmouth. 

This  exemplary  punifhment  of  a  Britifli  admiral  was  an  event 
fo  fingular,  and  fo  interefting  to  every  gentleman  of  the  navy, 
that  it  feems  to  require  a  itvf  reflections  before  we  difmifs  the 
/ubje£l.  That  the  admiral  did  not  exert  his  utmoft  power  a- 
painfl  the  enemy,  is  very  evident;  and  it  is  equally  apparent, 
his  fleet  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  that  his  fighting  or 
r.ot  fighting  was  matter  of  choice.  Hence  it  nectflarily  follows, 
(allowing  that  he  ought  to  have  fought),  that  he  either  wanted 
iudgmcnt  or  refolution.  As  to  judgment,  it  certainly  required 
very  little,  to  comprehend  the  importance  of  the  fervice  on 
■which  he  was  fent,  and  ftill  lefs  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of 
human  events,  not  taknow,  that,  when  great  atchievements  are 
required,  fomethiag  muft  be  left  to  fortune,  regardlefs  of  the 
.calculation  of  chances.  In  all  battles,  whether  at  fea  or  in  the 
field,  fortuitous  events  have  vaft  influence  ;  but  in  naval  com- , 
bats  mofl  frequently,  where  a  fingle  accidental  Ihot  from  a  fri- 
gate may  difable  a  firfl-rate  man  of  war.  This  confideration  is 
alone  fufficiejit  to  determine  any  commander  of  a  king's  fliip 
never  to  ftrike  {0  long  as  he  can  fwim,  be  the  force  of  his  an- 
tagonill  ever  fo  fuperior.  Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  we  may 
equitably  conclude,  that  admiral  Byng  was  conftitutionally  defi- 
cient in  that  degree  of  perfonal  intrepidity,  by  no  means  eflen-, 
-tial  to  the  character  of  a  private  gentleman,  but  which  is  the 
fine  qua  non  of  a  Britifh  admiral.  The  juflice  of  punidiing  a 
man  for  a  conflitutional  defect,  refts  folely  on  his  accepting  his 
commilTion  with  the  articles  of  war  in  his  han^d.  But  admitting 
we  are  fatisfied  in  regard  to  the  juftice  of  his  execution,  in  cou- 
fequence  of  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial,  we  are  not  at  all 
fatisfied  with  the  condu6l  of  that,  or  thofe  members  of  that 
court,  who  were  fo  anxious  to  be  releafed  from  their  oath  cf 
Secrecy  as  to  pufli  an  act  for  that  purpofe  through  the  houfe  of 

commons, 
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commons,  and  who  afterwards  fpoke  another  language  at  the  A.  I>, 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  Truth  or  caUimny,  I  know  not  ^5^'* 
which,  have  whifpered,  that  lord  Anfon's  private  remonftrances 
deprived  Byacf  of  that  laft  ray  of  hope  which  fome  Icruples  of 
confcience  gave  him  reafon  to  expedl,  and  the  public  of  thac 
larisfa(Stion  which  they  have  ftili  a  right  to  demand.  I  fay  this, 
en  a  prefuniption  that  the  perlon  alluded  to  is  now  living. 

The  purfuit  of  tliis  tragedy  to  its  cataibophe  having  carried 
us  fomewhat  beyond  the  limits  of  the  year  1756,  it  is  necclTary 
that  we  (hould  now  refame  the  thread  of  our  relation  of  fucb 
public  tranfactions  as  were  connedled  with  the  naval  hiftory  of 
this  kingdom..  Hitherto  we  have  feen  Great  Britain  and  France 
actually  at  war,  without  the  ceremony  of  an  open  declaration. 
Why  this  formality  was  ib  long  deferred,  mufc  be  afcribed  to 
political  confiderations,  by  which  the  minifters  of  both  countries 
were  influenced  ;  but  hov/  cogent  foever  thefe  confiderations- 
might  feem  to  a  cabinet-council,  a  piratical  war  between  two 
polilhed  nations  is  unjull:  to  the  fubjedts  of  both:  the  reafon  ib* 
obvious.  However,  in  the  beginning  of  ?»Iay,  the  Britilh  mi- 
aiftry  being  no  longer  in  doubt  concerning  the  invalion  of  Mi- 
norca by  the  French,  determined  to  throw  ofr  the  malk  ;  ac- 
cordingly a  declaration  of  war  with  that  nation  was  publiihed. 
in  London  on  the  i8th,  and  on  the  9th  of  June  war  with 
England  was  proclaimed  at  Paris.  The  Aate  of  the  navy  of 
Britain  and  of  France,  at  this  period,  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  Appendix,  N°  V.  and  Vf. 

One  principal  delign  of  this  hiftory  being  to  perpetuate  iac 
names  of  fueh  naval  commanders,  as,  by  their  gallant  actions, 
deferve  to  be  recortled  in  the  annals  of  Britain,  I  cannot  omii: 
an  engagement  which  happened  on  the  17th  of  May  off  Roch- 
fort,  between  the  Colchefter  of  50  guns,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Obrian,  and  the  Lime  of  20  guns,  with  the  Aquilon  of 
48  guns,,  M.  de  Maurville,  and  the  Fiddle  of  36  guns,  M.  de 
i.itardaia.  They  were  within  gun-fiiot  about  fix  in  the  evening, 
and  foon  came  to  fo  clofe  an  engagement,  that  the  fore-fail  of 
the  Lime  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  wads  of  the  Fiddle,  again (b 
whom,  notwithftanding  the  great  inequality  of  flrength,  llie- 
maintained  a  glorious  conteft  upwards  of  five  hours-,  when  th;j 
Fiddle  retreated  firing  fimulG  ci  dil^rcis,  and  the  Lime  was  ft> 
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A.  D.  fliattcred  as  to  be  totally  incapable  of  making  any  fail  a-beacJi 
1756.  The  Colchefter  and  the  xVquilon  fought  with  equal  intrepidity 
till  paft  midnight,  and  then  parted  with  mutual  honour  and  fa- 
tisfatftion.  Previous  to  this  ailion,  the  Warwick  of  60  gunsj 
captain  Shuldham,  off  ]>.Iartinico,  falling  in  with  three  French 
men  of  war,  was  taken  after  an  obftinate  running  fight,  in 
which  (he  loft  her  captain  and  a  confiderable  number  of  men. 

Our  fleet  in  North  America  was,  during  this  year,  not  totally 
inaftive.  A  French  man  of  war  of  50  guns,  called  L^Arc-en- 
cid,  with  troops  and  military  ftores  for  I^ouifbourg,  was  taken 
off  that  port  by  the  Norwich  and  Litchfield,  both  50  gun  fhips, 
belonging  to  admiral  Spry's  fquadron.  On  the  26th  of  July, 
ofF  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg,  commodore  Holmes  on  board 
the  Grafton,  with  the  Nottingham,  and  the  Hornet  and  Ja- 
maica floops,  fell  in  with  two  French  men  of  war,  Le  HefOt 
L'lthifir^y  and  two  frigates,  which  were  returning  from  Canada* 
The  enemy  being  to  windward,  commodore  Holmes  flood  to- 
wards them,  as  near  the  wind  as  he  could  lye.  The  French 
fquadron  bore  down  upon  him  till  within  about  two  leagues  dif- 
tance,  when  the  Englilh  tacked  with  a  defign  to  cut  the  enemy 
off  from  the  port  of  Louifbourg  ;  but  they  hauled  in  for  it, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  about  noon.  Commodore  Holmes  pur- 
lued  them  till  within  a  league  of  the  harbour,  where  he  laid  to 
till  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  made  fail  to  the  eaftward. 
As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  he  difpatched  the  Hornet  floop  to  Ha^ 
lifax,  to  requeft  a  reinforcement,  being  much  inferior  to  the 
enemy.  At  eight  next  morning,  the  four  French  fliips,  above- 
mentioned,  weighed  anchor,  failed  out  of  the  harbour,  and 
gave  him  chace.  The  Englifli  fhips  flood  from  the  enemy  at 
firfl,  and  fought  them  for  fome  time  with  their  flern  chace  only  ; 
but  the  Grafton  at  length  hauled  up  her  courfers,  bunted  her 
main-fail,  and  bore  down  upon  the  French  commodore,  who 
was  aho  attacked  by  the  Nottingham.  L'lllujlre  was  prevented 
from  afBfting  his  partner,  by  a  fudden  calm;  but  a  breeze 
Ipringing  up  foon  after,  the  French  were  again  united  about 
feven  in  the  evening.  At  dufk  the  battle  ended,  and  the  two 
fquadrons  feparated.  According  to  the  French  account  of  thia, 
engr.^ement,  the  two  Englifh  fliips  fheered  off  when  they  hvf 
the  Ili'.ijre  coming  upj  and  next  morning  Monf.  Beaufier,  the 
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fommodore,  finding  the  Englifh  at  too  great  a  diftance,  return-  A,  D. 
cd  to  Louifbourg,  with  the  lofs  of  eighteen  men  killed  and  1756. 
forty-eight  wounded.  The  Englifh  account,  on  the  contrarv, 
aflures  us,  that,  hefore  it  grew  dark,  the  French  flieered  off, 
and  next  morning  prevented  a  renewal  of  ti\e  action,  by  bear- 
ing away  riglit  before  the  wind  for  Louifbourg.  The  Hero  was 
confiderably  injured.  The  Grafton  had  fix  nien  killed  and 
twenty-one  wounded. 

Spain,  at  this  time,  affe£led  to  entertain  fentimentsof  fmcere 
friendlhip  towards  England,  and  declared  herfelf  determined  to 
niiiritain  the  ftri£teft  neutrality  :  neverthelefs,  flie  had  fo  conti- 
nued to  augment  her  navy,  that  flie  had  now  forty-fix  Ihips  of 
the  line  and  twenty-two  frigates  almoft:  fit  for  fervice.  Not- 
withftanding  the  pacific  declarations  of  the  i>panifli  miniftrv, 
they  were  certainly  determined,  as  foon  as  they  were  ready,  if 
not  to  break  with  England,  at  leafi:  to  try  her  patience  to  the 
ntmoft.  Their  guarda  coftas  began  again  to  infiilt  our  trade  iu 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  private  orders  were  fent  to  prevent  our 
cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras.  But  thcfe  infult;-; 
being  infufiicient  to  provoke  the  Britifli  miniftry,  the  haughty 
Spaniard  refolved  to  feize  the  firfi:  oppohunity  of  infulting  us 
nearer  home.  A  French  privateer,  having  taken  an  Eng!i!h 
velTd  on  the  coaft  of  France,  brought  her  to  an  anchor  under 
the  guns  of  Algezire,  a  Spanitli  fort  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar. 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  whofe  fquadron  was  at  this  time  riding  in 
the  bay,  and  lord  Tyrawley  gov-rnor  of  Gibraltar,  immediately 
fent  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  the  prize,  which  the  governor 
of  Algezire  pofitively  refufed.  The  tnglilb  officer  who  carried 
this  demand,  being  attended  with  a  number  of  armed  boats, 
■with  orders  to  cut  the  fliip  out  and  to  bring  her  off  at  ail  events, 
proceeded  to  execute  his  orders,  and  carried  his  point  \  bat  the 
cafile  gave  him  fo  warm  a  recepiiori,  that  above  a  hundred  of 
his  men  were  either  killed  or  Wounded.  The  court  of  Sp:;ia 
approved  of  the  governor's  ccnducl,  and  pretended  to  be  vio- 
lently offended  with  that  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  England 
bore  this  outrage  with  Chritlian  patiende  ;  and  the  impreffion 
it  made  was  foon  obliterated  by  a  greater. 

Human  nature,  coUetled  into  ftates  and  kingdoms,  is  influ- 
enced by  the  foUIeSj  paffions,  and  vices,  by  which  individuals 
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A.  D.  are  generally  governed.  The  man  who  wants  fpirit  to  refen* 
1 756.  the  firil  affront,  muft  foon  expedt  a  fecond  ;  fo  it  is  with  na- 
tions. The  x^ntigallican,  an  Englifli  private  fliip  of  war,  o£ 
thirty  carriage  and  fixteen  fwivel  guns,  commanded  by  captain 
Wil.iam  Fofter,  cri/izing  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  fell  in  with  Lf 
Due  de  Penikicvrey  a  French  Eaft  Indiaman,  on  the  26th  of 
December,  about  feven  leagues  from  Ferrol.  The  Indiaman, 
mounting  fifty  guns,  being  to  windward,  bore  down  upon  the 
Antigiliican,  and  fired  a  gun  to  bring  her  to.  She  then  hoift- 
ed  her  colours.  The  Frenchman  fired  a  broadfide,  and  half 
another,  with  conCderable  effed,  before  the  Antigallican  re- 
turned the  compliment.  Aclofe  engagement  enfued,  and  con- 
tinued three  hours,  when  the  Indiaman  llruck,  her  captain  and 
twelve  men  being  killed,,  and  her  fi^cond  captain  and  twenty- 
feven  men  wounded..  They  were,  at  this  time,  five  leagues- 
and  a  half  dilVant  from  the  light-houfe  at  Corunna.  Captain 
Fofter  attempted  to  cari'y  his  prize  into  Lifbon  j,  but,  finding  it 
jmpofilble  to  make  that  port,  he  bore  away  for  Cadiz,  where,, 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  an  anchor,  the  ofEcers  of  the  Indiaman 
depofed  upon  oath,  that  their  fhip  was  in  all  refpedls  a  legal 
prize.  Neverthelefsj^  incredible  as  it  may  feem,  it  was  not  longi 
before  orders  were  fent  from  Madridyto  the  governor  of  Cadiz, 
to  detain  both  the  fliips,  under  pretence  that  the  Indiaman  waS' 
taken  fo  near  a  Spanifh  fort,-  as  i-o  be  within  the  diflance  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  law  of  nations :  a  palpable  fallehood  !'  The  Spa- 
niards pretended  to  inftitute  a  legal  inquiry ;  but  their  proceed-* 
ings  were  a  difgrace  to  all  law  and  equity.  Sir  Benjamin  Keene 
at  Madrid,  and  Mr.  Goldfworth,  the  Englifh  conful  at;  Cadiz, 
in  vain  remonfiirated.  The  court  of  Spain  fent  a  pofitive  order 
for  the  prize  to  be  delivered  to  the  French  conful,  and  the  go- 
vernor of  Cadiz,  on  captain  Fofter's  refufing  to  fcrike  the  Eng- 
lifli colours,  fent  a  fixty-gun  fiiip  and  a  thirty-gun  frigate  to  re- 
duce the  Penthit'vre  to  obedience  by  force-  They  continued 
firing  upon  her  near  two  hours  without  a  fingle  (liot  being  re- 
turned. They  fliot  away  his  enfign,  killed  the  failor  who  was 
feat  to  firike  his  pendent,  and  wounded  feven  of  his  men. 
When  the  Spanifh  commodore  had  thus  amufed  himfelf  as  long 
as  he  thought  fit,  captain  Fofler  was  told  that  he  was  not  a> 
prifoner,  and  fuflered  to  go  on  flior^,  and  v/as  afterwards  toUt 
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l)y  the  governor,  that  he  had  no  farther  commands  for  him :  A.  D. 
neverthelefs,  he  was  next  morning  dragged  to  prifcn,  and  his  ^IS^' 
crew,  after  being  robbed  and  abufed  bythe  Spanifli  foldiers, 
were  thrown  into  a  lothfome  dungeon,  where  they  muft  inevi- 
tably have  periHied  of  hunger,  but  for  the  humanity  of  the 
Britifh  confuL  Thefe  unhappy  men  were  not  releafed  till  the 
5th  of  March. 

It  is  as  painful  t©  the  Britifli  hiftorian  as  to  the  BrltiHi  reader 
to  contemplate  theinfolent  cruelty  and  injuftice  of  Spain,  in  this 
and  the  preceding  example.  In  fome  periods  of  our  hiflory, 
not  a  nation  under  heaven  would  have  dared  thus  to  provoke 
the  growling  lion.  If  this  had  happened  in  the  reign  of  Elifa- 
beth,  or  during  Cromwell's  usurpation.  Cadis  would  have  been 
laid  in  aflies  in  JeJTs  than  a  month.  But  the  political  fyftem  of 
the  Bricifli  miniftry  prompted  them  rather  to  fubmit  to  any  in- 
fult,  than  rifk  a  Spanifh  war.  The  people  of  England  grew 
diiratisfied.  Braddock's  de-feat,  the  reduction  of  Ofwego  and 
other  forts  in  America;  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  the  abfurd 
difpofition  and  employment  of  the  navy,  convinced  them,  that 
the  miniftry  were  unequal  to  the  importance  of  their  feveral  of- 
fices. The  nation  became  clamorous,  and  the  king  at  laft  cor- 
fented  to  a  partial  change  in  the  adminiftration.  Mr.  Pitt  was 
■appointed  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  foutbern  department,  and 
Mr.  Legge  nominated  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

The  people  in  general  v/ere  extremely  delighted  with  this  17  C*^. 
•change  of  men,  in  full  confidence  that  a  change  of  meafures 
would  follow  J  but  too  much  of  the  old  leavpn  ftillremairied, 
to  fufer  the  full  exertion  of  heroic  patriotifm.  Thefe  new  mi- 
nifters  began  to  adt  upon  principles  fo  diametrically  oppofite  tq 
thofe  of  their  colleagues  in  adminiftration,  that  they  were  hard- 
ly feated  in  their  places  before  it  was  determined  to  remove 
t^hem.  They  were  reprefented  to  the  king  as  two  obftinate, 
wayward  fervants  of  the  people,  rather  than  of  the  crown,  and 
jotally  ignorant  of  that  pohtical  fyftem  by  which  Hanover  could 
polTibly  be  preferved.  This  artful  appeal  to  his  majefty's  natti- 
ral  aiiedlions  produced  the  defined  effedl:.  On  the  5th  of  April 
Hr.  Pitt%  by  the  king's  command,  was  difmilTed  die  ofhce  of 
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A.  D.  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  Mr.  Legge,  haying  aifo  i-efigned,  was 
^757-  fucceeded  by  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  This  fudden  difmiffion  of  the  two  popular  mini- 
fters,  furprized  and  alarmed  the  nation,  and,  inftead  of  dif^ 
gracing  them  with  the  people,  added  infinitely  to  their  popu- 
larity. Many  of  the  principal  cities  in  England  complimented 
them  with  their  freedom  in  gold  boxes,  and  the  whole  nation 
became  at  lafl:  fo  clamorous,  that  it  was  foon  thought  advifablc 
to  folicit  their  re-acceptance  of  the  places  from  which  they  had 
been  fo  lately  difmiffed.  Mr.  Pitt  refumed  his  office  of  fecre- 
tary of  flate  for  the  fouthern  department  on  the  29th  of  June, 
and  Mr.  Legge  that  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  a  few  days 
after.  From  this  time  Mr.  Pitt  became  prime  oiinifter,  though 
the  principal  perfons  who  compofed  the  late  adminiftration  re- 
mained in  office.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle  was  appointed  nrft 
lord  of  the  treafury,  Mr.  Fox  paymafter-general  of  the  army, 
and  lord  Anfon  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 

The  firfi:  expedition  in  which  the  navy  bore  a  part,  after  Mr. 
Pitt's  reftoration,  was  that  againft  Rochfort  on  the  coaft  of 
France.  This  miniller  conceived,  that  the  mod  effedual  means 
of  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  French  armies  in  Germany, 
was,  by  ravaging  their  coafl,  to  call  their  attention  to  the  fecu» 
rity  of  their  own  dominions.  P.ochfort  became  the  firfl  objeft 
of  his  attention  in  confequence  of  certain  intelligence  which  he 
had  received  from  a  captain  Cleric,  who  informed  him,  that, 
returning  from  Gibraltar  in  the  year  1744,  he  vifited  Rochfort, 
with  a  defign  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with  its  ftrength, 
in  cafe  of  a  v/ar  with  France,  and  that  he  found  its  fortifica- 
tions'in  fo  ruinous  a  flate,  that  the  town  might  be  eafily  taken 
by  a  coup-dc-maw  J  prefuming  that  it  remained  in  the  fame  fitu- 
allon,  becaufe  the  fortifications  had  not  been  repaired  during  the 
two  lafi:  wars  with  England.  Captain  Clerk's  information  was 
afterwards  laid  before  the  cabinet,  and  Tierry,  a  French  pilot, 
was  clofely  examined,  concerning  the  pradicability  of  landing 
and  prctefting  the  troops. 

The  minlflry  being  now  perfe£lly  fatisfled,  as  to  the  feafibili- 
ty  and  importance  of  the  enterprize,  a  formidable  fleet  was  im- 
mediately ordered  to  Spithead,  and  ten  regiments  of  foot  en- 
can}ped  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight.     Sir  John  JMord.aunt,   knight  of 
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the  bnth,  commanded  the  troops,  and  Sir  Edward  Havvke  theiA.  D, 
fleet  of  men  of  war  ordered  for  this  fervice.  The  deftination  i757* 
of  this  formidable  armament  remained  a  profound  fecret  for 
fome  time ;  it  was,  however,  at  laft,  generally  underftood  to 
be  intended  againftfome  part  of  the  coaft  of  France.  Mr.  Pitt, 
perfectly  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  of  proceeding  with  all  poffible 
expedition,  repeatedly  urged  the  departure  of  the  fleet ;  but, 
either  by  fome  unaccountable  fatality,  or  by  the  malignant  in- 
fluence of  men  who  would  damn  their  country  to  thwart  the 
meafures  of  an  envied  minlfter,  the  tranfports  did  not  arrive  at 
St.  Helen's  till  the  4th  of  September.  The  troops  were  em- 
barked with  all  poffible  expedition,  and  the  fleet  got  under  fail 
on  the  8th.  This  entire  armament  confifled  of  fixteen  fliips  of 
the  Hue,  feven  frigates,  two  bomb-ketches,  two  fire-fliips,  two 
bufles,  one  horfe-fliip  <i,    and  fifty- five  tranfports,  befides  ths 


d  ri!^. 

..Royal  George, 

Captain  Buckle, 

ICO  guns- 

Rimilies,  (Adra. 

Hawke),            Hobbs, 

90 

Neptune, 

Galbraith, 

90 

Namur, 

Dennis, 

90 

^oyal  William, 

Taylor, 

84 

Barfleur, 

Graves, 

80 

Princels  Amelia, 

Colby, 

St 

Ma^nanimei, 

Flowe, 

74 

Torbay, 

Keppel, 

74 

Dublin, 

Kvdney, 

74 

Eur  lord, 

young. 

7y 

Alcide, 

DougLs, 

6+ 

America, 

Byron, 

Co 

Achilles, 

Barringron, 

f>9 

Medway, 

Proby, 

6a 

Dunkirk, 

J^'gt-), 

60 

F'igale 

Southampto^, 

Gilchiill, 

32 

Coventry, 

Scrope, 

28 

Cormoranr, 

Clive, 

]8 

Poftiliion,, 

Cooper, 

iS 

Beaver, 

Cafcoigne, 

18 

Pelican, 

O'Hara, 

16 

Efcorr, 

Irgiis, 

14 

Sfimb 

Firedrake, 

Edwards, 

8 

Infgrnai, 

Kcnzie, 

£ 

Firt-Jhlf 

Pluto 

Lindfay, 

8 

Prcferpine, 

Banks, 

S 

3r*ft 

C«Qtetbury, 

Laoaprlere, 

6 

Jafca, 
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A.  D.  Jafon,  a  forty-gun  fliip,  in  the  capacity  of  a  tranfport,  and  th« 
*  757'  Chefterfield  man  of  war  for  the  purpofe  of  repeating  fignals.  Ou 
board  of  this  fleet  were  ten  regiments  of  foot,  two  regiments  of 
marines,  fixty  light  horfe,  and  a  formidable  train  of  artillery. 
The  adnx-rals  under  Sir  Edward  Hawke  were  Knowles  and 
Broderick,  and  under  Sir  John  Mordaunt  were  the  generals 
Conway  and  Cornwallis. 

This  fleet  failed  from  St.  Helen's  with  a  fair  win<l,  and  bore 
away  to  the  weflward.  The  troops  on  board  were  totally  ig- 
norant of  their  deftination  till  the  15th,  when  the  orders  iflued 
by  Sir  John  Mordaunt  relative  to  the  nature  of  the  fervice  on 
which  they  were  fent,  put  the  matter  out  of  doubt.  They  flood 
into  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  on  the  2oth  ma^le  the  ifle  of  Oleron. 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent  immediate  orders  for  admiral  Knowles 
to  proceed  with  his  divifion  to  Bafque  road,  and  to  attack  the 
fort  on  the  ifle  of  Alx  ;  but  the  execution  of  this  order,  though 
pofitive,  was  fufpended  by  a  very  extraordinary  accident.  Ad- 
miral Knowles,  as  foon  as  he  received  thele  orders,  made  fail 
with  his  divifion,  and  prepared  his  (hips  for  adlion  j  but  he  had 
fcarce  tnken  leave  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  before  a  French  man 
of  war  was  obferved  ft;anding  in  towards  the  centre  of  the  Eng- 
iifh  fleet.  When  this  Angular  phenomenon  appeared*,  admiral 
Knowles  was  fo  deeply  engaged  in  the  important  occupation  of 
exhibiting  the  entertaining  fpeclacle  of  a  clear  fiiip  between 
decks  to  general  Conway,  that  he  could  not  poflibly  attend  to 
the  firft  information  brought  by  his  lieutenant.  However,  in 
confequence  of  a  fccond  meflage,  the  admiral  came  upon  deck, 
and,  with  his  fpy-glafs,  difcovered  this  ftrange  fail  to  be  a  two- 
decked  (liip.  Admiral  Knowles  recolledling  that  he  was  fent 
on  a  difi^erent  fervice,  but  not  recoUeding  the  comparative  im- 
portance of  that  fervice,  was  in  doubt  whether  he  fhould  make 
a  fignal  for  any  of  his  divifion  to  chace,  during  this  hefitation 
the  French  fhip  difcovered  her  mifliake,  tacked  and  bore  away 
with  all  the  fail  (he  could  crowd.  The  admiral  continued  ftill 
to  doubt,  and  doubted  fo  long,  that  all  poflibility  of  coming  up 
■>.vh\i  her  before  night  vaniHied.  At  laft,  however,  admiral 
JCnowIes  ordered  the  Magnanime  and  the  Torbay  to  give  chace. 

*  ~^r.o\:lef'r.  an'.-.c:  or.  fr  ^hr.  Mordaun  '-  uh], 
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they  chaced  as  long  as  they  could  fee  their  objed,  and  next  A.  D. 
morning  rejoined  the  fleet.  17S''* 

On  the  2ift  admiral  Knowles,  with  the  divifion  under  his 
command,  made  fail  towards  the  land ;  but  the  weather  proving 
hazy,  the  pilots  refufed  to  carry  the  fleet  in.  This  evening  the 
troops  were  in  full  expeftation  of  landing  ;  but  about  feven 
o'clock  the  Ihips  tacked,  and  came  to  an  anchor  near  the  Ifle 
of  Rhee.  On  the  22d  the  fleet  entered  the  bay  called  thePtoad 
of  Bafque,  between  the  iflands  of  Rhee  and  Oleron,  and  therer 
remained  at  anchor  during  the  night.  About  eight  next  morn- 
ing, admiral  Knowles  in  the  Neptune,  with  the  Magnanime, 
the  Barfleur,  America,  Alcide,  Burford,  and  Royal  William, 
made  fail  towards  Aix,  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  mouth  of  the  river 
leading  up  to  Rochfort.  Captain  Ilowe  in  the  Magnanime  led 
the  van.  At  half  paft  twelve,  the  fort  upon  the  ifland  began 
to  fire  upon  him,  and  his  people  foon  grew  impatient  to  return 
the  compliment.  But  he  continued  to  advance  with  the  utmoft.- 
compofure,  without  firing  a  llngle  fliot,  continually  urging  his 
pilot  to  lay  rhe  fliip  as  clofe  to  the  fort  as  poflibls.  The  mo- 
ment he  came  abrealt  of  the  battery>  he  let  go  his  anchors,  and 
fired  X  broadflde,  which  drove  nioft  of  the  Frenchmen  from 
their  guns.  Fiom  this  time  the  fire  from  the  battery  gradually 
ceafed.  It  was,  hov.-ever",  near  an  hour  before  Ihe  ftruck  her 
colours.  That  this  ifland  (hould  prove  fo  eafy  a  conqueft  will 
not  appear  furprifing,  when  the  reader  is  informed,,  that  the 
battery  fo  furioufly  attacked  by  the  Magnanime  conGfled  of  no' 
more  than  fix  iron  cannons,  mounted  en  barhet ,-  fo  that  the 
gunners  were  fo  entirely  expofed,  that  captain  (now  lord)  Mowc 
might  have  taken  the  fort  in  his  long-boat.  There  were  in- 
deed near  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  upon  the  ifland;  but  the  fix 
above-mentioned  were  all  that  were  brqught  to  bear  upon  the 
fliips.  Th^  fortifications  of  Aix  were  planned  by  the  greaC 
Vauban ;  bur  the  execution  of  that  plan  had  been  fo  totally 
negle(fted,  that  the  ifland  was,  at  this  time,  entirely  defence- 
lefs. 

As  foon  as  the  French  colours  were  fl:ruck,  an  Englifti  regi- 
ment landed  and  took  pofledion  of  the  important  conqucfl. 
Aix  is  an  ifljud  iibout  five  or  fix  miles  in  circumference,  entire- 
ly covered"  with  vines,  which  yield  a  meagre  wine,  the  common 

bevcrajz.e 
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A.  D.beveriige  of  the  country.  The  garrifon  conMed  of  about  livii 
^  75  7*  hundred  men,  part  foldiers  and  part  failors,  moft  of  which  had 
been  landed  from  the  continent  on  the  day  preceding  the  attack, 
and  were  now  made  priloners  of  war.  As  to  the  behaviour 
of  the  Enghfli  regiment  which  took  poireflion  of  the  fort,  I  will 
tell  it  in  the  language  of  a  writer,  who  ferved  as  a  volunteer  on 
this  expedition  f. — "  I  wifli,"  fays  the  author,  «  I  could  with 
«*  truth  report,  that  our  people  behaved  with  the  moderation 
«'  they  ought  to  have  done :  and  I  am  forry,  for  the  cre- 
"  dit  of  our  difcipline,  that  the  fevere  orders  iffued  by  the  ge- 
«*  neral  were  not  as  feverely  executed.  Both  our  foldiers  and 
<'  failors  were  fufTered  to  get  abominably  drunkj  and,  in  cort- 
"  fequence  of  that,  cruelly  to  infult  the  poor  fuff'erers.  This 
««  little  ifland  became,  in  a  very  few  hours,  a  moft  fhocking 
«  fcene  of  devaftation  ;  even  the  church  was  fufFered  to  be  pil- 
*<  laged,  the  poor  prieft  robbed  of  his  little  library,  and  his 
*'  robes  became  a  mafquerading  habit  to  the  drunken  tars." 
Such  behtiviour  is  not  furprifmg  in  a  clafsof  men  who  a6i: with- 
out refle£lion,  and  in  whom  reflection  would  be  a  misfortune 
to  themfelves  and  to  their  country ;  but  that  fuch  condudl 
fliould  have  been  fuffered  by  their  fuperiors,  is  wonderful  in- 
deed !  That  men  flufhed  with  wine  and  victory  are  with  diffi- 
culty reftrained,  I  readily  acknowledge  j  but  the  difficulty  of 
preventing  a  crime,  which  admits  of  no  paliation,  Is  a  very 
feeble  apology. 

The  conqueft  of  the  ifle  of  Aix^,  though  of  little  importancei 
fconfidei-ed  as  an  omen  of  fuccefs,  gave  vail:  fpirits  to  the  whole 
fleet,  and  infpired  the  troops  with  fuch  ardour,  that,  if  they 
had  been  immediately  landed  on  the  continent,  they  would  pro- 
bably have  fucceeded  in  any  poflTible  attempt.  Five  days  from 
this  period  were  fpent  in  founding  the  depth  of  water,  in  pru- 
dential deliberations  and  fage  councils  of  war ;  ib  that  eight 
days  were  now  elapfed  fince  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  fleet  on 
the  coaft  of  France,  during  which  time,  we  may  rationally  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  enemy  had  made  no  inconfiderable  progrefs  ia 
preparing  for  a  vigorous  defence.  But  before  we  proceed  to 
the  conclufion  of  this  grand  expedition,  it  is  iieceflary  to  relate, 

f  Ger.'uinc  account  of  £h;iate  cxfciitior,  p.  44.  8  Ibid, 
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inore  particularly,  the  tranfa£\:ions  of  the  five  days  from  the  ta-  A.  D. 
king  of  the  ifle  of  Aix.  1757« 

On  the  23d,  in  the  afternoon,  immediately  after  the  glorious 
conqueit  of  that  important  fortrefs,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent 
admiral  Broderick,  with  captains  Dennis,  Douglas,  and  Buckie, 
to  reconnoitre  and  found  the  coaft,  in  order  to  find  a  proper 
place  for  landing  the  troops  which  were  intended  to  deftroy  the 
Ihipping,  docks,  and  naval  ftores  at  Rochfort.  Thefe  gentle- 
men, having  fpent  the  remainder  of  that  day,  and  the  follow- 
ing night,  in  the  laborious  execution  of  their  commiffion,  re- 
turned to  the  fleet  about  four  in  the  evening  of  the  24th,  and 
reported,  that  from  Angolin  to  Chataillon  there  was  a  hard 
fandy  beach  \  alfo  a  fmall  bay  farther  to  the  eaftward,  at  either 
of  which  places  troops  might  be  conveniently  landed,  and  that 
there  was  fufficient  depth  of  water,  and  clear  ground  for  the 
tranfports  to  anchor  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
(hore.  They  alfo  reported,  that  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay 
there  was  a  fquare  fort,  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  which  were 
nine  embrazures,  and  two  on  the  north-eaft.  This  fort  had 
been  previoufly  reconnoitred  by  colonel  Wolfe,  who  was  of 
opinion,  that  it  might  be  eafily  lilenced  by  a  llngle  Ihip,  or,  ac 
leaft,  fo  engaged,  that  the  troops  might  land  on  each  fide  of  it 
with  very  little  interruption.  The  pilot  of  the  Magnanime  made- 
no  doubt  of  carrying  his  Ihip  near  enough  to  batter  the  fort. 
From  thefe  feveral  reports  Sir  Edv/ard  Hawke  and  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  feemed  determined  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of 
colonel  Wolfe's  plan^  But  this  refolution  was  afterwards  ftag- 
gered  by  general  Conv/ay,  who,  after  a  tedious  examination  of 
feveral  prifoners  from  the  ifie  of  Aix,  reported  that,  according 
to  the  information  of  thefe  prifoners,  the  attempt  again  ft  Roch- 
fort would  be  attended  with  danger  and  difficulty '^  This  fiif- 
picious  information  determined  the  two  commanders  to  have 
recourfe  to  that  bane  of  our  national  glory,  a  council  of  war. 
If  Wolfe  had  commanded  thefe  brave  troops,  would  he,  on 
this  occafion,  have  called  a  council  of  war  ?  The  report  of 
prifoners  ought  not  to  be  entirely  dlfregarded ;  but  a  wife  gene- 
ral, or  admiral,  will  liften  to  their  information  with  the  utmoft 

•>  Ent.ck,  vo!.  ii.  p.   ■:>2i. 
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A.  D.  fufpicion.     Be  this  as  it  may,  if  thefe  prifoners  produced  the 
*  75  7' council  of  war,  they  ought  to  have  been  amply  rewarded  by 
the  king  of  France  as  the  faviours  of  Rochfort. 

The  members  of  this  memorable  council  were,  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  8ir  John  Mordaunt,  admiral  Knowles,  general  Con- 
way, admiral  Broderick,  general  Cornwallis,  captain  Rodney, 
colontl  Howard.  They  met  on  the  25th,  on  board  the  Neptune,- 
and,  after  mature  deliberation,  determined,  unanimoufly,  that 
•an  attempt  upon  Rochfort  was  neither  advifable  nor  praBicable. 
That  it  was  unadvifable,  if  impradbicable,  no  body  will  prefume  to 
doubt.  Neverthelefs,  admiral  Knowles  was  fent  next  morning 
with  tv/o  bomb-ketches  and  other  fmall  veffels  to  bombard  the 
fort,  and  to  found  the  entrance  into  the  river  Charante  ;:  who 
on  his  return  reported,  that  one  of  the  bombs  ran  a-ground,- 
and  that  the  Coventry  touched  five  times  in  attempting  to  pro- 
tect her  from  two  French  row-gallies.  This  report  by  admiral 
Knowles  can  no  othervvife  be  reconciled  with  that  of  the  officers- 
iirfl;  employed  in  founding,  and  with  the  evidence  of  the  pilot 
of  the  Idagnanlme,  than  by  fuppofing  that  the  French  pilots 
now  employed,  chofe  to  facrifice  their  reputation  as  pilots  to  the 
fafety  of  their  country.  But  notwithftanding  this  report,  orders 
were  ilTued  that  night  for  the  troops  to  hold  themfelves  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  land  next  morning  ;  yet  that  day  palTed  in  perfect  in- 
activity. However,  another  council  of  war,  confiding  of  the 
fame  member?,  being  called,  it  was  now  unanimoufly  refolved,. 
that  it  was  advifable  to  land  the  troops. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  on  the  28th  in  the  after- 
noon, the  Ramillics  hoifted  a  fignal  for  the  commanders  of  re- 
giments to  come  on  board,  and  at  eight  the  fame  evening  orders" 
were  Iffued'i  for  the  troops  to  prepare  for  landing  in  the  nighr. 

Twelve 

'  V::-  ««  xiamillifs,    Sept.  28. 

"  The  trocps  are  to  he  ready  to  go  from  the  tranfporis  iii!u  the  boats  at 
"  twelve  o'cluck  at  nigin  ;  a  number  of  men  of  wat'i  boats  will  be  appoimed 
"  to  every  reciiDcnc,  unJtr  tlic  commanJ  of  a  licu'enant:  thcfe,  with  the 
*'  tranff  on  boats,  (who  arc  to  be  under  the  dire^ion  of  a  lieutenant  of  foo'); 
**  are  to  receive  the  grenadiers,  the  piquet  companies,  one,  two,  or  more,  as  th« 
"  boats  can  contain  ihcm ;  the  commander  of  every  regiment  Isnds  with  the 
"  firft  detachment,  if  it  amounts  to  three  companies. 

"  Particular  care  to  be  ukcn  that  the  fuldiers  be  not  too  much  crowded  in 
'•  the  boati. 

«*  Tlif 
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Twelve  hundred  men  were  accordingly  crowded  into  boats,  in  A.  D. 
full  expe(Slation  of  a  iignal  at  midnight  to  put  off.  Indeed  fuch  ^757* 
was  the  alacrity  of  the  troops  on  this  occafion,  and  fuch  their 
eagernefs  to  land,  that  the  boats  were  filled  an  hour  before  the 
time.  In  this  fituation  they  remained,  the  boats  beating  againft 
each  other,  for  it  blew  rather  frefli,  till  about  three  in  the 
morning ;  when.,  inftead  of  a  fignal  to  put  off,  a  laconic  order 
came  for  the  troops  to  return  to  their  refpedliA'e  tranfports. 


*'  The  crews  of  the  boats  that  row  the  tranfports  long-boats,  are  to  be  chiefly 
*•'  compofed  of  foldiers,  who  are  to  return  to  the  corps  afrer  the  firrt  landing, 
*'  and  row  backwards  and  forwards  till  the  whole  difcmbarkation  is  completed, 
*•  and  till  the  proviTions,  tents,  baggage,  <b-c.  are  landed,  according  to  the  orders 
♦'  of  the  I  5th. 

"  When  the  firft  part  of  every  regiment  is  embarked,  it  is  to  proceed  filent- 
•*  ly  and  quietly  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  appointed  for  the  divifion,  and 
*'  there  the  whole  divifion  receives  their  orders  from  a  ciptain  of  a  (hip  of 
♦'   war,  which  orders  tiiey  are  in  every  particular  flriftly  to  obey. 

"  The  troops  have  had  a  great  example  before  their  eyes,  and  the  general  is 
"  confident  that  they  will  endeavour  to  imitate  the  coolnefs  and  determined 
«•  valour  that  appeared  in  the  attack  of  the  ifle  of  Aix. 

•'  No  foldier  is  to  tire  fiom  the  boats  upon  any  account,  but  to  wait  for  the 
"  moment  to  join  the  enemy  with  their  bayonets. 

"  Eight  mantlets  /!fr  regiment  will  be  diflributed,  and  the  commanding  o9i' 
"  cers  will  difpofc  of  them,  fo  as  to  cover  the  landing  bo^ts  and  ruwers  from 
*♦  the  mnf4uctry,  in  cal'e  it  be  necelTary. 

"  The  troops  are  to  land  lilcntly,  and  in  the  befl  order  the  nature  of  the 
"  thing  allows  of. 

"  The  companies  to  form,  and  be  ready  to  attack  whoever  appears  before 
*«  them. 

"  The  chief  engineer,  the  qoartermaftcr-general,  and  his  depiuies,  are  to  go 
-•'  on  (bore  v/ith  the  firlt  body  that  lands. 

"  All  the  intrenching  tools  are  to  be  landed  immediately  after  the  fecond 
••  embarkation. 

•"  Mr.  Boyd,  the  comptroller  of  the  artillery,  is  appointed  to  carry  orders  to 
"  the  chief  engineer,  captain  of  the  artillery,  and  to  every  branch  of  the  ord- 
*'  nance,  and  is  to  be  obeyed. 

**  Ech  rfgiment  to  fend  a  return  immediately  of  the  number  of  tents  they 
**  have  remaining  after  the  calcitlating  a  lent  Tor  eight  men,  as  ordered  on. 
"  the  ijth. 

'*  Colonel  Kingfly  to  be  ready' to  march  wi  h  the  grenadiers  upon  their  land. 
•'  ing,  with  two  field-ofncers,  major  Farquhar,  and  hentenant-colonei  Sir  Wii= 
"  liam  Boothby. 

"  The  regiments  are  each  of  them  to  receive  from  the  flore  keeper  of  t!.e 
''  «rdaince,  ten  chevcaux-de-frize,  anJ  to  fend  for  them  fort.^.v/ith." 

^'  2  Tius 
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A.  D..  This  order  was  obeyed,  but  not  without  a  general  murmur  of 
1757.  diffiitisfaclion. 

If  the  reader  be  unacquainted  with  the  real  hiftory  of  this 
expedition,  he  will  doubtlefs  be  at  alofs  on  what  martial  principle 
to  account  for  all  thefe  apparent  dilatory,  irrefolute,  incongruous, 
and  even  contradictory  proceedings  :  in  juftice,  therefore,  to  the 
commanders  on  each  element,  I  will  endeavour  to  develope  the 
motives  by  which  they  were  influenced  in  their  vari9us  refolu- 
tions,  and,  if  pofTible,  to  point  out  the  feveral  caufes  to  which 
the  mifcarriage  of  this  enterprize  is  to  be  attributed. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hiflory  of  Great  Britain,, 
muft  recoiled!:  many  inftances  of  our  naval  expeditions  having 
failed  for  want  of  alacrity  in  the  preparation.  It  requires  very 
little  nautical  knowledge  or  experience  to  conceive,  that  the  fuc- 
ccfs  of  naval  enterprizes  depends  almoft  intireiy  upon  the  pro- 
per feafon.  of  the  year.  This  diverflon  on  the  coaft  of  France 
lc:ems  to  have  been  firfl  fuggefted  by  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  who  were  at  this  time  overpowered  by 
numerous  French  armies  in  Germany,  Mr.  Pitt  adopted  their 
idea,  becaufe  he  thought  it  rational  5  but  he  was  principally  in- 
fluenced by  the  profpeCl  of  giving  a  mortal  flab  to  the  naval 
power  of  France,  in  the  deftru(flion  of  Rochfort.  When  he 
flrfi:  determined  to  carry  this  projedl  into  execution,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  time  fuflicient.  The  troops,  and  the  fleet  of  men 
of  war,  were  aflembled  early  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  and  their 
not  failing  till  the  8ih  of  September  was  intireiy  owing  to  the, 
mifconduct  of  tlie  contfa£lors  for  the  tranfports  :  fo  much  is  it 
in  the  power  of  little  beings  to  fruftrate  the  deCgns  of  the  wifeft 
of  the  human  fpecies  ! 

That  the  fleet  did  not  make  the  i(le  of  Oleron  till  the  2otb, 
was  chiefly  owing  to  contrary  winds;  but,  from  the  above  nar- 
rative, it  is  evident  that  they  might  v^rith  great  eafe,  have  anchor- 
ed in  Bafque  road  next  morning  ;  that  the  remainder  of  that  day 
would  have  been  fufficient  for  reconnoitring  the  coafl,  and  that 
the  troops  might  have  been  in  pofleffion  of  Rochfort  on  the 
cv'ening  of  the  zid.  The  attack  upon  the  ifle  of  Aix  was  a 
mere  wafte  of  time,  nor  would  the  taking  of  fort  Fouras  have 
.mfwered  any  better  purpofe ;  becaufe  neither  of  thefe  forts  were 
fo  f.iuatfd  as  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  troops,  or  impede 
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their  march  to  Rochfort,  or  render  their  retreat  lefs  fecnre.  A.  D, 
By  the  king's  private  inftru£lions  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt^,  it  ap-  ^57' 
pears,  that  the  firft  and  principal  objedl  of  the  expedition  was, 
to  deftroy  the  docks,  magazines,  arfenals  and  Oiipping  at  Roch- 
fort. This  was  to  be  effected  by  furprize,  or  coup  de  main  : 
therefore  every  hour  of  unneceffary  delay  was  a  fauh,  as  it  not 
only  gave  the  enemy  time  to  recover  from  the  confternation  into 
which  the  appearance  of  fuch  an  armament  mufi:  have  thrown 
them,  but  alfo  gave  them  time  to  collecl  their  troops,  and  add 
flrength  to  their  fortification?. 

We  have  feen  above,  from  the  report  of  admiral  Broderick, 
that  the  tranfports  m.ight  fafely  ride  at  anchor  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  a  firm  beach,  where  the  troops  might  have  landed  with- 
out the  leaft  moleftation  from  any  fort  or  battery.  Why  were 
not  the  tranfports,  immediately  upon  this  report,  ordered  to 
that^ftation,  and  the  army  landed  upon  the  beach  ?  If  the  tranf- 
ports had  been  thus  fituated,  the  intire  difembarkation  would 
have  been  effected  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  and  the  firft 
divifion  landed  would  have  been  fupported  by  the  fecond  in  lels 
than  an  hour.  This  feems  to  have  been  an  obvious,  eafy,  and 
rational  method  of  proceeding,  and  probably  would  have  been 
purfued,  but  for  general  Conway's  interrogation  of  the  French 
prifoners  which  were  taken  on  the  ifle  of  Aix.  The  report  of 
thefe  prifoners  produced  a  council  of  war,  and  that  council,  on 
the  information  of  thefe  and  other  Frenchmen,  were  perfuadcd, 
that,  if  the  troops  fliould  land  on  the  continent,  they  would 
certainly  all  be  drowned,  for  that,  by  opening  certain  fluices, 
the  whole  country  might  be  laid  underwater.  With  thefe  ter- 
rible apprehenfions,  the  council  unanimoufly  determined,  that 
any  attempt  I'ipon  Rochfort  was  neither  advifahle  nov  pracllcable. 
For  this  determination  fbme  reafons  were  affigned ;  but  it  may 
be  fomewhat  difficult  to  find  any  reafon  for  an  apparent  contra- 
ry determination  at  their  next  meeting,  efpecially  when  we  con- 
fider,  that  the  report  of  admiral  Knowles,  lubfequent  to  the 
firft  council,  tended  rather  to  increafe  than  diminiflii  the  horrible 
chimeras  which  guarded  the  coaft  of  France.  But  it  is  necei- 
4'ary  to  obferve,  that  this  fecond  refoiution  meant  nothing  more 
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A.  D.  than  an  attack  upon  fort  Fouras,  if  it  had  any  preclfe  obje£l 
i  757.  farther  than  that  of  mere  bravado  j  for,  at  this  time,  every  idea 
of  attempting  Rochfort  was  entirely  rehnquiflied. 

We  have  feen  above,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  refolution 
of  the  council  of  war  of  the  28th,  the  troops  were  ordered  to 
land  the  fame  night,  and  that,  after  remaining  four  hours  in  the 
boats,  they  were  ordered  to  return  to  their  fhips.  The  only 
reafon  that  can  be  affigned  for  this  counter-order  is,  that,  after 
the  firft  order  had  been  iffued,  and  in  part  executed,  the  com- 
manders difcovered  the  abfurdity  of  attempting  to  land  a  nume- 
rous army  from  fhips  which  were  at  tlie  diftance  of  two  leagues 
from  the  fliore.  It  is  alfo  probable  that  they  now  recollect- 
ed, that,  at  this  time,  they  had  no  motive,  no  objedi,  which 
could  either  diftrefs  the  enemy  or  ferve  their  country  in  the 
fmalleft  degree.  We  find,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  king's 
private  inftruclions  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt ',  that  Mr.  Pitt's  plan 
extended  to  other  towns  on  the  coaft  of  France,  particularly 
L'Orient  and  Bourdeaux;  but  we  fee  in  the  following  article  of 
thefe  inftru£lions,  that  the  end  of  September  was  fixed  for  the 
return  of  the  fleet.  Neverthelefs,  left  a  fcrupulous  obedience 
to  thefe  orders  might  fruftrate  the  intent  of  the  expedition,  Mr. 
Pitt,  on  the  15th  of  September,  wrote  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
2nd  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  informing  them,  that  his  majefty's 
commands  were  to  continue  upon  the  coaft  of  France  as  many 
more  days  as  might  be  neceflfary  to  th«  completion  of  any  ope- 
ration in  which  they  were  engaged. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  give  the  reader  a  clue  which  may 
enable  him  to  pafs  through  this  labyrinth  of  delays  and  councils, 
to  th.e  feveral  apparent  caufes  of  our  difappointment,  I  will  now 
prefume  to  afTign  the  real  caufe.  'I'he  very  able 'and  patriotic 
minifter  who  planned  this  admirable  enterprize,  notwithftanding 
liis  fuperior  fagacity,  was  miftaken  in  the  character  of  Sir  John 
Mordaunt,  of  general  Conway,  and  of  general  Cornwallis. 
In  military  knowledge  and  perfonal  courage  they  were  by  no 
means  deficient ;  but  there  was  in  them  all  a  want  of  that  con- 
jtiiutional  fpirit  of  enterprize,  that  impetuoftty  of  refolution, 
bordering  upon  imprudence,  without  which  an  expedition  of  this 
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nature  will  never  fucceed.     If  the  minifter  himfeif,  or  any  ge-  A.  D. 
neralof  equal  conftitutional  heroifm,  had  commanded  this  army,  •  757* 
Rochfort  would  have  been  deflroye.1  in  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  coaft  of  France. 

We  now  rcfume  the  thread  of  our  narrative.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  at  length  difgufted  with  the  irrefolute  proceedings  of 
the  army,  on  the  29th  of  September,  informed  Sir  John  Mor^ 
dniuit,  by  letter,  that  if  he  had  nothing  farther  to  propofe,  he 
intended  to  proceed  with  the  fleet  to  England.  The  land  offi- 
cers approved  his  refolution,  and,  on  the  lirft  of  October,  the 
fleet  failed  with  a  fair  wind  for  England,  and  came  to  an  anchoF 
at  Spithead  on  the  fixth  of  the  fame  month. 

The  people  of  England  were  exceedingly  difappointed  and! 
dilTatisficd  at  this  inglorious  return  of  luch  a  fleet  and  fuch  an 
army.  But  no  man  in  the  kingdom  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be 
difpleafed  as  the  minifler  himfeif.  He  now  plainly  perceived 
that  he  had  nirflaken  his  generals,  and,  to  fatisfy  the  people, 
confented  to  an  inquiry  into  their  conduiSV.  Accordingly,  a 
board  of  inquiry  was  appointed,  confifting  of  the  duke  oi 
Marlborough,  lord  George  Sackville,  and  general  Waldegrave. 
Thefe  gentlemen,  after  much  examination,  deliberation,  and  re- 
flc£lion,  prcfented  to  the  king  fo  vague,  (o  unfatisfadory,  fo 
filly  a  report,  that  it  v/as  afterwards  thought  neceflary  to  bring 
Sir  John  Mordaunt  to  a  formal  trial  by  a  court-martial.  But 
before  we  proceed  to  fpeak  of  that  court-martial,  it  is  impofli- 
ble  to  avoid  taking  fome  farther  notice  of  this  court  of  inquiry, 
the  firft  article  of  whofe  report  to  the  king  was,  that — <'  The 
«<  not  attacking  fort  Fouras  by  fea,  at  the  fame  time  that  h 
«*  would  have  been  attacked  by  land,  was  one  caufe  why  the 
*«  expedition  failed." — That  is,  the  expedition  failed,  becaufc 
fomething  was  not  done  in  conjunction  with  fomething  which  was 
never  attempted.  The  fecond  article  of  their  report  was. — "  That 
*'  the  council  of  war  of  the  23th  was  not  juftifiable  in  the  refo- 
"  lution  not  to  make  an  attack  upon  Rochfort,  becaufe  they  af- 
*'  terwards  refolved  to  attack  fort  Fouras."  Their  third  article  of 
report  was,  "  That  the  expedition  failed,  becaufe  the  fleet  re- 
**  turned  to  England  without  any  previous  regular  meeting  of 
•*  the  council  of  war.'"  If  the  three  members  of  this  board  of 
inquiry  had  been  well  Iciformed  as  to  the  fituanon  of  Pvochfort, 

Aix, 


?04  N  A  V  A  L    H  i  S  T  0  k  T 

A.  D.  Aix,  and  Fouras,  they  would  have  difcovered  that  the  firft 
J  75 7*  ought  to  have  been  attacked  without  any  attention  to  either  of 
the  latter.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  honourably  acquitted.  The  minifter  and  the  ad- 
n:jiral  were  alfo  acquitted  by  the  general  voice  of  the  people  j  fo 
that  this  grand  expedition  mifcarried  without  a  caiife. 

Having,  I  hope,  fatisfied  the  reader  concerning  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Britifh  navy  in  Europe,  let  us  now  follow  our  fleets 
and  armies  to  other  parts  of  the  world.  In  the  Eaft  Indies  we 
behold  a  fcene  extremely  different  from  that  which  we  have  juft 
quitted  ;  unanimity,  refolution,  and  the  genuine  fpirit  of  enter- 
prise in  our  commanders ;  intuitive  military  genius,  and  vidlory 
jts  natural  attendant.  Admiral  Watfon  failed  from  Bombay  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1756.  He  arrived  at  St.  David's  on  the 
29th  of  May ;  failed  from  thence  on  the  20th  of  June,  and 
anchored  in  Madras  road  the  day  following'".  Here  he  firft 
learnt  the  dreadful  fate  of  Calcutta.  Having  taken  colonel 
Clive  and  his  fmall  army  on  board  his  fquadron,  he  failed  on 
the  6th  of  0£lober,  determined  to  revenge  the  horrid  murder 
of  his  countrymen.  They  anchored  in  Balafore  road  on  the 
5th  of  December,  reached  Fulta  on  the  15th,  and  on  the  28th 
proceeded  to  Calcutta,  v/ith  the  Kent,  Tyger,  Salilbury,  Bridge- 
water,  and  King-filher  fioop.  Next  day  colonel  Clive,  with  a 
fmall  body  of  men,  landed,  in  order  to  attack  a  fort  called 
Bufbudgia,  which,  being  at  the  fame  time  cannonaded  by  the 
Ihips,  was  foon  abandoned  by  the  garrilbn.  Other  forts  and 
batteries  were  likewife  deferted  as  the  fliips  proceeded  up  the 
river,  and,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1 757>  after  a  fmart  cannonade 
from  the  Kent  and  Tygerj  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their 
guns,  and  the  town  of  Calcutta  rcRored  to  the, Eaft  India  Com- 
pany. No  more  than  nir-e  feamen  and  three  foldiers  were  kil- 
led, and  about  thirty  men  wounded.  Ninety-one  pieces  of  can- 
non were  found  in  the  place,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  military  flores. 

This  important  conqueft  being  finifhed,  the  Britifli  comman- 
ders refolved  to  attempt  Hughly,  a  city  of  great  trade,  higher  up 
the  Ganges.     The  Bridgevvater  of  twenty  guns,  and  a  floop, 
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with  a  detachment  of  troops  under  the  command  of  captain  A.  D. 
Kirkpatrick,  were  deflined  for  this  fervlce.  This  armament  ^ 757* 
proceeded  up  the  river  on  the  5th  of  January,  and  reduced  the 
place  without  much  difficulty.  Twenty  pieces  of  cannon  wer« 
found  on  the  ramparts,  beildes  a  confiderable  quantity  of  falt- 
petre  and  magazines  of  grain,  which  were  immediately  deftroy- 
ed  by  the  conquerors.  The  nabob  of  Bengal,  enraged  at  being 
thus  rapidly  driven  from  his  mofl:  important  poflefiions,  aiTem- 
bled  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  horfe  and  fifteen  thoufand  foot,, 
and,  on  the  2d  of  February,  encamped  about  a  mile  from  Cal- 
cutta. Colonel  Clive,  though  very  inferior  in  number,  refolvetl 
to  attack  the  nabob  in  his  camp,  and  requefted  the  admiral  to 
aflifl  him  with  all  the  failors  he  could  ipare.  Six  hundred  fea- 
men  were  landed,  under  the  command  of  captain  Warwick,  on 
the  5th,  at  one  in  the  morning;  at  three  colonel  Clive  marched 
his  little  army,  and  about  five  the  attack  began.  The  nabob, 
after  a  feeble  refiRance,  retreated,  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand 
men  killed,  wounded  and  taken.  This  atlion,  though  not  de- 
cifive,  obliged  the  nabob  to  fign  articles  of  capitulation,  very 
advantageous  to  the  Eaft  India  company. 

Having  thus  humbled  this  infolent  nabob,  the  conquerors 
turned  their  attention  towards  Chandenagore,  a  capital  French 
fettlement  above  Calcutta,  on  the  fame  river.  Colonel  Clive 
with  feven  hundred  Europeans,  and  about  fixteen  hundred  In- 
dians, marched  towards  the  place,  and,  after  gaining  poireffioii 
of  the  principal  outpofts,  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  fieet. 
On  the  1 8th  of  March,  the  admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock,  with 
the  Kent,  Tiger,  and  Salilbury  men  of  war,  came  to  an  anchor 
two  miles  below  Chandenagore.  They  found  their  pallagq  ob- 
{lru6ted  by  booms  and  chains  acrofs  the  river.  Tbele  obftacles 
being  removed,  on  the  24th  in  the  morning  they  began  to  bat- 
ter the  fort,  whilil  colonel  Clive  continued  his  approaches  by 
land,  and  after  three  hours  cannonading  the  enemy  hoifted  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  furrendered  by  capitulation.  The  garrifcu 
confifted  of  five  hundred  Europeans  and  twelve  hundred  Indians, 
well  provided  with  ammunition  and  fubfiftence,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on  the  ramparts. 
This  important  conqueft  coft  the  vi^lors  no  more  than  forty 
men.     Colonel  Clivc's  fubfequcnt  atchievements  are  foreign  to 
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A.  D.  the  purpofe  of  this  hiftory.  It  is  fufEcient  to  fay,  that  he  totally, 
1757-  defeated  the  nabob  Sulajud  Dowla  at  the  head  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  caufed  him  to  be  folemnly    depofed,  and  his  prime 
niinlrter  AH  Khan  to  be  proclaimed  viceroy  in  his  ftead. 

We  now  take  our  leave  of  the  Eaft  in  order  to  inquire  how 
our  fleets  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  North  America  were  em- 
ployed. We  are  to  remember  that  Mr.  Pitt's  firft  adminiftra- 
tion,  which  commenced  with  the  year  1757,  was  of  fhort  dura- 
tion. It  continued  however  long  enough  to  convince  the  nation 
of  his  fpirit  and  pohtical  fagacity.  Aftonifhed  at  the  negligence 
of  his  predcceflbrs  in  adminiftration,  he  immediately  conceived, 
and  in  part  executed,  a  plan  of  operation  wifely  calculated  to 
revive  the  faded  laurels  of  Britain.  He  fent  a  fquadrpn  of  men 
of  war  under  the  command  of  commodore  Stevens  to  the  Eaft; 
Indies,  another  to  Jamaica  under  admiral  Cotes,  and  a  third 
was  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  North  America,  the  command. 
of  which  was  to  be  given  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  This  third 
fquadron  was  deftined,  with  a  body  of  troops  under  lord  Loudoun 
Then  in  America,  for  the  reduction  of  Louilbourg  ;  but  the  de- 
fign  was  fcarce  revealed  to  the  privy-council,  before  it  was 
known  in  the  French  cabinet,  and  the  preparations  at  Portf- 
inouth  fo  flagrantly  retarded,  that  the  enemy  had  fufficient  time 
to  render  the  expedition  abortive.  One  French  fleet  of  nine 
ihips  failed  from  Breft  in  January,  a  fecond,  of  five  men  of  war, 
failed  from  Toulon  in  April,  and  a  third,  of  fourteen  fail,  left 
France  on  the  third  of  May.  The  laft  of  thefe  fquadrons  arri- 
ved at  Louifbourg  in  June.  The  Englifli  fleet,  intended  for  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  was  given  to  admiral  Holbourne,  who  failed 
from  Corke  a  week  after  the  departure  of  the  laft  French  fqua- 
dron  from  Breft,  and  arrived  at  Halifax  in  North  America  on 
the  yth  of  July.  Admiral  Holbourne  being  joined  by  lord 
Loudoun  with  the  troops  from  New  York,  councils  of  war  were 
frequently  held,  and,  according  to  the  general  ifliie  of  fuch 
councils,  it  was  refolved  to  poftpone  the  attack  upon  Louifbourg 
to  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  Thus  ended  the  naval  expe- 
dition of  admiral  Holbourne.  The  troops  under  the  command 
of  lord  Loudoun  were  12,000  effedlive  men,  and  the  fleet  con- 
flfled  of  fifteen  fliips  of  the  line^  and  eighteen  frigate?,  ^c. 
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We  have  feen  above,  that  early  in  this  yenr  a  fquadron  failed  A.  D. 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Cotes.  I757* 
Soon  after  his  arrival  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  he  detached  cap- 
tain Foreft  with  three  frigates  to  cruize  oiT  Cape  Francois,  in 
order  to  intercept  the  trade  from  the  French  iflands.  Captain 
Foreft  had  fcarce  made  his  appearance  on  that  coaft  before  he 
fell  in  with  four  French  men  of  war  commanded  by  Monl". 
Kerfaint.  An  engagement  immediately  enlued,  which  was  fuf- 
tained  with  mutual  courage  and  obftinate  refolution  for  two 
hours  ahd  a  half;  after  which  the  enemy  retreated  to  Cape 
Francois,  and  the  Englifti  frigates  to  Jamaica.  Thus  ends  our 
naval  hiftory  of  the  year  1757  :  a  hiftory  equally  unfatisfadlory 
to  the  i^riter  and  to  the  reader ;  a  year  diftinguifhed  folely  by 
our  conqnefts  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  are  to  be  attributed  en- 
tirely to  the  genius  and  intrepidity  of  one  man.  Our  fleets  and 
armies  in  Eurojpe  and  in  America  were  either  totally  inactive  or 
failed  in  their  attempts.  Notwithftanding  the  fuperiority  of  our 
fleet,  the  number  of  prizes  taken  by  the  French  exceeded  the 
Englifli  lift  of  captures  by  more  than  two  hundred.  Let  us 
now  haften  to  the  year  1758,  where  we  may  expe£l  to  find  the  1758. 
patriotic  zeal,  political  abilities,  and  heroic  fpirit  of  enterprize, 
fo  confplcuous  in  the  charadler  of  the  new  minifter,  in  full  ex- 
ertion of  their  influence.  This  intrepid  minifter  was  fo  extreme- 
ly difgufted  at  the  behaviour  of  fome  of  our  commanders,  that, 
in  one  of  his  fpeeches  in  the  houfe  of  comm-ons,  he  did  noc 
fcruple  to  declare,  that,  though  the  king  would  readily  embrace 
any  rational  meafure  for  the  honour  of  his  crown,  he  doubted 
whether  a  man  could  be  found,  who  might  fafely  be  truftecl 
with  the  execution  of  any  enterprize  of  danger  or  difiiculty. 

The  parliament  voted,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1758,  fixty 
thoufand  feamen,  fifteen  thoufand  marines  included;  and  for 
the  land  fervice,  near  fifty-four  thoufand  men.  Our  fleet,  at 
this  period,  confifted  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  (hips  of  war, 
one  hundred  and  fifty- fix  of  which  were  of  the  line.  Befides 
thefe,  there  were  on  the  ftocks,  four  fliips  of  74,  two  of  70, 
four  of  64,  fix  of  36,  and  ten  of  28  guns.  The  fupplies  were 
raifed  with  the  utmoft  facility,  and  at  a  moderate  intercft.  The 
languid,  latent  fpirit  of  the  nation,  inflamed  by  that  of  the  new 
minifter,  was  fuddenly  roufed  from  the  difgraceful  ap.ithy  which, 
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A.  D.  except  in  the  Eafi:  Indies,  chara^lerifed  the  operations  of  th«f 
'75°* preceding  year.  The  navy  of  France,  at  this  time,  confifted  of 
feventy-feven  fhips  of  the  line,  and  thirty-nine  frigates  ;  that  of 
Spain  of  fifty-two  line-of-battle  fliips,  twenty-lix  frigates  from 
30  to  16  guns,  thirteen  xebeques  of  24,  and  four  packet-boats 
of  16  guns. 

The  reduflion  of  Louifbourg  being  a  principal  obje£l  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  plan  of  military  operations,  a  naval  armament,  adequate 
to  the  purpofe,  was  prepared  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and 
the  command  given  to  admiral  Bofcawfu,  an  officer  of  approved 
abilities.  The  formidable  French  fleet  which  had  prote6led 
Louilbourg  the  preceding  year,  had  returned  to  France  in  a 
fhattered  condition,  Thefe  iliips  being  repaired,  were  intended 
to  return  to  their  former  (lation  in  North  America;  but  their 
intentions  were  effedliually  anticipated  and  prevented  by  the  vigi- 
lant alacriry  of  the  Britifli  minifter.  Admiral  Bofcawen  failed 
from  St,  Helen's  on  the  19th  February,  with  forty-one  men  of 
war".     Meanwhile,  a  fleet  under  the  command  of  Sir  Edward 


n  Viz.  Namur,  (AJm.  Bofcawen), 

Royal  William,  (Sir  Cha.  mrdy), 
Princefs  Amelia,  (Philip  Dureli), 

Dublin,  —  — 

Terrible,  —  — 

Northumberland,     —  — 

Vinguard,  —  

Oxford,  —  — 

Burford,  ~-  '     — 

SoBierfet,  —  — 

Lancafler,  —  —, 

Devonfhire,  —  — 

Bedford,  —  _ 

Gaprain,  —  — 

Prince  Frederic,  —  — 

Pembroke,  — •  ■ — 

Kingrtoij,  -—  ~ 

York,  —  — 

Prince  of  Orange,  — . 

Defijnce,  — .  

Ni'ttingham,  —  — 

Certiirion,  —  -_ 

Sutherland,  —  — 

Befides  eighteen  frigates. 


Capt.  Buckle, 

«^o  gun 

Evans, 

80 

Bray, 

80 

Rodney, 

74 

Collins, 

7  + 

Lord  Colvil 

.  7^ 

Swanton, 

70 

Spry, 

73 

Gambicr, 

70 

Hughes, 

70 

Edgecombe, 

70 

Gordon, 

66 

Fowke, 

64 

Amherft, 

64 

Man. 

64 

Simcce, 

60 

Parry, 

60 

Pigot, 

60 

Fergiifon, 

60 

Baird, 

60 

MarlhJ, 

60 

Mantel, 

54 

Rous, 

SO 

Kawfcc, 
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llawke,  blocked  up  the  French  ports  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  A.  D. 
another  fquadron,   commanded   by  admiral  Ofborne,  was  fent'7S^' 
to  cruize  between  Cape  de  Gatte  and  Carthagcna  on  the  coaft 
of  Spain.     There  were,  at  this  time,  three  (mall  fquadrons  of 
French  Ihips  of  war  in  the  different  ports  of  Toulon,  Cartha- 
gcna and  Bred,  which  fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  Monf. 
du  Quefne  and  Monf.  de  la  Clue,  had  orders  to  fteal  away  for 
Louifbourg,  jointly  or  feoarately.     The  former  of  thcfe  com- 
manders, in  order  to  join  the  latter  at  Carthagena,  failed  from 
Toulon  on  the  25  th  of  April,  on  board  the  Foudroyant  of  80 
guns,  attended  by  the  Orphee   of  64,  the  Oriflamme  of  50, 
and  Pleiade  of  24  guns.     Admiral  Ofborne,  expe«5ting  the  de- 
parture of  this  fquadron  from  Toulon,  had  ftationed  the  Gi- 
braltar frigate  in  the  ofBng  of  that  harbour  to  watch  their  mo- 
tions.    As  foon  as  du  Quefne's  fquadron  appeared,  the  Gibral- 
tar flieered  off,  and  gradually  decoyed  the  enemy  fo  effe£lually, 
that  on  the  27th,  about  two  in  the  morning,  du  Quefne  found 
himfelf  in  the  midft  of  Olborne's  fleet.     In  this  critical  fitua- 
tion,  the  French  admiral  made  a  fignal  for  his  fquadron  to  dif- 
perfe :  each  (hip  immediately  fleered  a  different  courfe,  ai  d 
were  as  immediately  purfued   by  detachments  from  Ofborne's 
fleet,  who,  with  the  remainder  of  his  fleet,  continued  to  block 
up  the  harbour  of  Carthagena.     The  Pleiade,  being  a   prime 
failer,  efcaped.     The  Oriflamme  was  chaced  by  the  Monarque 
and  Montague,  and  efcaped  deftru£tion  by  running  under  the 
guns  of  a  fmall  Spanifli  fort.     The  Orphee  was  purfued  by  the 
Kevenge  and  Berwick,  and  was  taken,  by  the  firfl  of  thefe  fbips, 
in  fight  of  Carthagena.     The  Foudroyant  was  ehaced  by  the 
Monmouth,  Swiftfure  and  Hampton  Court.     About  feveii  in 
the  morning  the  Monmouth  and  Foudroyant  began  to  Are  at 
each  other,  the  reft 'Of  the  fleet  being  then  totally  out  of  fight. 
The  difproportion  between  the  two  fhips  was  very  great.     The 
Foudroyant  had  a  thoufand  men  on  board,  and  mounted  eighty 
guns,  42  and  22  pounders  ;  the  Monmouth  mounted  only  fixty- 
four  12  and  24  pounders,  and  her  complement  of  men  was  no 
more  than  four  hundred  and  feventy.     This  remarkable  difpa- 
rity  notwithflanding,   captain   Gardiner,  who  commanded  the 
Monmouth,  refolved,   at  all   events,  to  vanquifli  his  enemy. 
Thus  determined,  he  brought  iiis  lliip  within  piflol-fhot  of  his 
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A.  D.  antngonift-,  and  now  the  battle  raged  with  infernal  fury.  Aboilt 
175^*  nine  o'clock  captain  Gardiner  was  fliot  through  the  head  by  a 
miifliet-bali  °.  He  lingered  till  the  day  following,  and  theh 
died,  univerfally  regreted  and  lamented,  particularly  by  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  bis  own  fliip.  The  death  of  fuch  a  man  was 
a  very  great  lofs  to  his  country.  Soon  after  the  captain  fell,  the 
Monmouth's  mizen-maft  came  by  the  board  ;  on  which  the  ene- 
my gave  three  cheers.  The  crew  of  the  Monmouth  returned 
the  compliment  a  few  minutes  after^  on  the  mizen-maft  of  thfe 
Foudroyant  being  alfo  ihot  away.  This  difafter  was  foon  fol- 
lowed by  the  fall  of  her  main-maft,  which  giving  frelh  fpirit^ 
to  the  Englilli,  their  fire  became  fo  incellant  and  intolerable, 
that  the  French  failors  could  no  longer  be  kept  to  their  guns, 
and  the  mighty  Foudroyant  ftruck  a  little  after  one  o'clock. 
This  a^llon,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  glorious  in  the  naval  hi- 
flory  of  Britain,  and  which  mufi:  ever  remain  an  inconteftabic 
proof  of  our  naval  fuperiority,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the 
conftant  recolle£lion  of  fuch  of  our  fea-officers  as  may  be  in- 
clined to  calculate  their  comparative  weight  of  metal  before  they 
venture  to  engage. 

The  Orphee  and  Foudroyant  being  taken,  arid  the  comman- 
der in  chief  being  a  prifoner,  Monf.  de  la  Clue  gave  up  all 
thoughts  of  pafling  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  returned  from 
Carthagena  to  Toulon,  where  his  fquadron  was  laid  up.  But 
the  French  miniftry,  not  depending  entirely  on  their  Mediterra- 
nean fleet  for  the  protection  of  Louifbourg  and  the  reinforce- 
ment of  their  army  in  North  America,  had  prepared  a  confider- 
able  fleet  of  tranfports  and  ftore-fhips  at  Rochfort,  Bourdeaux^ 
and  other  ports  in  that  neighbourhood.  Thefe  tranfpofts,  with 
three  thoufand  troops  on  board,  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  in 
April,  and  to  fail  under  convoy  of  fix  fliips  of  the  line  and  fe- 
veral  frigates.  Such  however  was  the  intelligence  and  alacrity 
of  the  Englifli  minifler,  that  efFecSlual  meafures  were  taken  to 
fruftrate  the  defign.     Sir  Edward  Hawke,  with  feven  (liips  of 

°  It  is  faid  that  captain  Gardiner,  before  he  expired,  fent  for  Iiis  firfl  lieute- 
nant, and  made  it  his  lad  reqiielt,  that  he  would  not  give  up  the  fiiip.  The 
lieutenant  ailured  him  he  nCver  would,  and  inftantly  went  and  tiailed  the  flag  to 
the  ftaff.  He  then  took  a  piftol  in  each  hand,  and  fwore  if  any  roan  in  the  fhip 
Jhould  aiiemp!;  to  fttike  the  colours,  he  would  put  him  to  death. 
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the  line  and  three  frigates,  failed  down  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  A-  D, 
on  the  third  of  April  brought  up  in  Bafque-road,  where  he  dif-  175^« 
covered  five  French  fhips  of  the  line  and  feven  frigates  at  an- 
chor near  the  ifle  of  Aix.  They  no  fooner  faw  the  Englilli 
fleet  than  they  began  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  flip  their 
Cables,  and  fly  in  great  confufion.  Some  of  them  efcaped  to 
fea  ;  but  far  the  greater  number  threw  their  guns  and  flores 
overboard,  and,  running  into  fiioal  water,  ftuck  in  the  mud. 
Next  morning  feveral  of  their  men  of  war  and  tranfports  were 
feen  lying  on  their  broadfides  •,  but  being  out  of  the  reach  of 
his  guns,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  left  them  to  their  fate,  perfectly 
fatisfied  with  having  fruftrated  their  intention  of  failing  to  Ame- 
rica. 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  fome  of  the  ftore-fliips  and  tranf- 
ports  deftined  for  North  America  were  to  fail  from  Bourdeaux. 
Thefe  tranfports  were  twelve  in  number.  They  failed  under 
convoy  of  the  Galathee,  a  frigate  of  twenty-two  guns,  and  a 
letter  of  marque  of  twenty  guns.  In  the  bay  of  Bifcay  they 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  the  Eflex  of  fixty-four  guns, 
and  the  Pluto  and  Proferpine  fire-fliips,  which  were  on  their 
p.ifl:age  to  join  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  After  a  fliort,  but  fmart 
confiidl,  the  French  frigate,  the  letter  of  marque,  and  one  of  the 
tranfports,  were  taken.  But  this  advantage  was  dearly  purcha- 
fed  with  the  death  of  captain  James  Hume,  who  commanded 
the  Pluto.  Two  more  of  thefe  tranfports  were  afterwards  ta- 
ken by  the  Antelope  and  Speedwell  floops. 

Having  feen  every  attempt  of  France  for  the  protection  of 
Louifbourg  intirely  frulfrated,  we  now  proceed  to  projefls  more 
diredly  offenfive,  planned  and  executed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  But  a 
melancholy  event  intervenes.  On  the  13th  of  April  the  Prince 
George  of  eighty  guns,  commanded  by  rear-admiral  Broderick, 
in  his  paffagc  to  the  Mediterranean,  took  fire  between  one  and 
two  in  the  afternoon,  and,  notwithflanding  the  utmofl  exer- 
tion of  human  fliill  and  labour,  aided  by  defpair,  burnt  with 
fiich  rapidity,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  fhe  burnt  down 
to  the  water  edge.  A  little  before  fix  in  the  evening  fhe  funk 
intirely,  and  more  than  two  thirds  of  her  crew  periflied  in  the 
ocean.  The  admiral,  after  bufleting  the  waves  near  an  hour  p, 
P  Ar.niui  rc|^i!ler,  p.  3-.*;. 
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A.  D.  was  at  length  taken  up  by  a  boat  belonging  to  one  of  the  mer- 
^75^'  chantmen  under  his  convoy.     Captain  Payton  and  the  chaplain 
were  alfo  among  the  few  that  were  faved. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  circumllantial  relation  of  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  coafi:  of  Africa;  an  expedition  which,  extraordinary 
as  it  may  feem,  was  planned  and  executed  by  a  Quaker.  Tho- 
mas Cuming,  the  proje£lor  of  this  enterprize,  having  made  a  voy- 
age, as  a  merchant-adventurer,  to  Portenderrick,  on  the  coalt 
of  Africa,  became  perfonally  acquainted  with  Amir  the  Moorifli 
king  of  LegibeUi.  Tiiis  prince,  being  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
the  Englifh  nation,  and  extremely  diflatisfied  with  the  French, 
wiflied  eagerly  for  an  opportunity  to  drive  them  from  their  fet- 
tlements  on  the  river  Senegal,  and  promifed  all  the  aflillance  in 
his  power  to  the  arms  of  Britain.  Mr.  Cuming,  during  his  re- 
fideace  on  the  Gum-coafI,,  became  perfcftly  acquainted  with  the 
nature,  extent,  and  importance  of  the  trade,  and  was  very  af- 
fiduous  in  his  inquiry  concerning  the  fituation  and  ftrength  of 
the  French  forts.  On  his  return  to  England  he  communicated 
his  obfervations  and  ideas  to  the  board  of  trade,  by  whom  his 
project  was  approved,  and  finally  adopted  by  the  miniflry. 
This  was  in  the  year  1757.  A  force  which  was  deemed  ade- 
quate to  the  expedition,  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  ;  but  be- 
fore the  fnips  were  ready  to  fail,  the  feafon  was  fo  far  advanced 
that  it  was  thought  advifable  to  poftpone  the  defign.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year,  Mr.  Cuming  revived  his  ap- 
plication ;  the  minifier  approved  his  plan,  and  a  fmall  fquadron 
was  equipped  with  all  poffible  expedition.  The  fiiips  ordered 
fortius  fervice  were  the  Naflau  of  fixty-four,  the  Harwich  of 
fifty,  and  the  Rye  of  twenty  guns,  attended  by  the  Swan  floop 
and  two  bufles.  They  had  on  board  two  hundred  marines, 
commanded  by  major  Mafon,  and  a  detachment  of  matroiles, 
under  captain  V/alker;  ten  pieces  of  cannon  and  eight  mor- 
tars. 

This  fmall  fquadron  ^,  commanded  by  captain  Marfli,  and 
conduced  by  friend  Cuming,  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the 
9th  of  March,  and  on  the  24i:h  of  April  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Senegal,  and  in   fight   of  fort  Louis, 

'3   Smollct's  contiauaibn  of  the  Iii.lory  cf  E."'g'an;!,  vo!.  ii.  p.  571, 
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which  Is  fituated  on  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  about  four  leagues  A.  D, 
within  the  bar.  The  French  governor  of  this  fort,  as  foan  as  ^75^  , 
he  difcovered  the  Englifli  fquadron,  fent  down  an  armed  brig 
and  fix  floops  to  difpute  the  paflage  of  the  bar.  A  brifk  but 
ineffectual  cannonading  enfueil.  Meanwhile  the  channel  being 
difcovered,  and  the  wind  blowing  up  the  river,  c^iptain  r\Ii!lar 
of  the  London  bufs  paJTed  the  bar  and  came  to  an  anchor, 
v/here  he  remained  all  night  expoled  to  the  lire  of  the  enemy. 
lie  was  followed  next  morning  by  the  other  imall  vciTcis,  fome 
of  which  ran  a-ground  and  bulged.  The  troops  on  board  thefe 
veffdls  immediately  took  to  their  boats,  and  landed  on  the  eaft 
Hiore  of  the  river.  Apprehenfive  of  being  attacked  by  the  na- 
tives, they  threw  up  an  entrenchment  and  difembarked  their 
{lores.  Nex-t  morning  they  were  reinforced  by  a  detachment  of 
^50  feamen,  and  now  began  to  meditate  an  attack  upon  fort 
Louis.  But  the  governor,  not  chufiug  to  wait  the  event,  fenc 
two  deputies  with  offers  of  furrender.  His  propofals,  after  a 
little  deliberation,  were  accepted  by  captain  Marfli  and  major 
Mafon.  By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  natives  of  France 
were  to  be  ient  home  with  all  their  private  efiliCts.  On  the  fuii 
of  May  the  Englifh  took  pofTefhon  of  fort  Louis,  and  all  thti 
iettlements  belonging  to  France  on  the  river  Senegal  v/ere  at  the 
fame  time  ceded  to  the  king  of  Great  Britairu  Thus  this  im- 
portant conqueft,  which  was  planned  and  conduifted  by  a  Qua- 
ker, was  atchieved  in  a  manner  perfectly  confonant  with  the 
principles  of  his  religion,  namely,  without  fpiliing  a  iingle  drop 
of  human  blood.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  remark,  that  it  was  our 
firft  fuccefsful  expedition  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
There  were  found  in  thi;  fort  ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon,  fome 
treafure,  and  a  confiderahle  quantity  of  goods.  This  bufinefs  be- 
ing accompliflied,  and  fort  Louis  garrifoncd  by  Englilh  troopsj 
the  men  of  war  proceeded  to  attack  the  ifland  at  Goree,  about 
•thirty  leagues  diftant  from  Senegal  j  but  their  force  being  infut- 
ficient,  the  attempt  mifcarried. 

On  the  29th  day  of  May,  the  Dorfetfhlre,  captain  Dennis, 
of  70  guns,  cruizing  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  fell  in  with  the  Rat" 
finable^  a  French  man  of  war  of  64  guns  and  630  men,  com- 
manded by  le  Prince  de  Mojnbazony  who  defended  his  fhip  wirh 
^rc-at  refblution  till  ens  hundred  and  fixty  of   his  men  were 
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A.  D.  killed  or  wounded,  and   his  hull  and  rigging  confiderably  da-# 
^75^'  roaged. 

Mr.  Pitt's  comprehenfive  plan  of  operation  was  too  rational 
to  be  difconcerted  by  uich  mifcarriages  as  were  juftly  to  be  at-r 
tributed  to  a  want  of  fpirit  in  the  execution.  The  expedition  to 
the  coaft  of  France,  of  the  preceding  year,  having  failed,  made 
no  alteration  in  the  nainifter's  opinion,  that  a  diverfion  of  the 
like  nature  was  a  proper  meafure.  For  this  purpofe,  in  the 
month  of  May,  near  fourteen  thoufand  men  were  encamped  on 
the  Ifle  of  "Wight.  This  army,  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  confifted  of  fixteen  battalions  of  infimtry,  four 
])undred  artillery-man,  and  five  hundred  and  forty  light  horfe. 
One  of  the  regiments  of  infantry,  being  deflined  for  another 
Icrvice,  did  not  embark  ;  fo  that  the  number  employed  in  this 
expedition  amounted  to  about  thirteen  thoufand.  The  fubordi- 
xiate  general  officers  were  lord  George  Sackville,  the  earl  of 
Ancram,  major-generals  Waldegravc,  Moftyn,  Drury,  Bofca- 
wcn  and  Elliot.  Two  diftin^  fleets  were  aflembled  at  Spithead  : 
the  firft  commanded  by  lord  Anfon,  of  twenty-two  fail  of  the 
line;  the  fecond  under  commodore  Howe,  confifting  of  feveral 
frigates,  Hoops,  fire-fliips,  bomb-velTels,  tenders,  cutters,  and 
tranfports. 

This  tremendous  fleet  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  flrft  of 
June"".  Lord  Anfoii  with  the  line-of-battle  fliips  flood  away 
to  the  weft,  and  proceeded  to  block  up  the  French  fleet  at  Breft  ; 
whilft  commodore  Howe  fleered  athvvart  the  channel  with  the 
v/ind  at  fouth-eaft.  The  night  proved  fo  tempefluous,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  feafon  of  the  year,  that  one  of  the  ftore-fliips  rol- 
led away  her  mafts.  About  eight  next  morning  they  made 
Cape  la  Hogue,  and  that  night  anchored  in  the  race  of  Alder^ 
ney.  On  the  third,  about  noon,  one  of  the  tranfports  ftruck 
upon  a  rock,  near  the  ifland  of  Sark,  and  was  loft,  but  the 
troops  on  board  were  faved.  On  the  fourth,  Mr.  Howe  came 
to  an  anchor  within  three  leagues  of  St.  Malo.  Next  morn- 
ing he  weighed  before  break  of  day,  and  flood  into  the  bay  of 
.  Cancalle,  fo  called  from  a  village  of  that  name,  where  the 
troops  were  intended  to  land.     At  four  in  the   evening  the 

»■  Accoiir.t  of  the  enrerpiiie  ly  an  officer, 
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v;hole  fleet  brought  up,  and  in  a  fliort  time  after  ten  companies  A.  D, 
of  grenadiers  landed  near  the  village  above-mentioned.  The  on-  ^75^* 
ly  oppofition  was  from  a  battery  of  tvi'o  guns  fired  i)y  a  brave  old 
Frenchman  and  his  fon,  who  maintained  their  poll:  till  the  poor 
old  man  was  wounded  by  a  fhot  from  one  of  our  frigates.  If 
others  of  his  countrymen  had  behaved  with  equal  refolution,  the 
difembarkation  would  have  been  more  difficuh;  for  there  wer-j: 
at  this  time  feven  companies  of  foot  and  three  troops  of  dragoons 
at  Cancalle  :  but  thefe  troops  retired  to  St.  Malo.  The  Bri- 
tifli  grenadiers  landed  a  little  before  funfet^  attended  l)y  five  vo- 
lunteers of  diftinclion,  whofe  names  fhould  be  recorded  and  re- 
membered with  gratitude.  Such  fpirit  in  young  men  of  rank 
and  fortune,  raifes  the  military  charaiSter  of  a  nation  more  effec- 
tually than  a  victory  over  the  enemy.  Lord  Down,  Sir  John 
Armitage,  Sir  James  Lowtherj  Mr.  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  and 
Mr.  Berkley,  were  the  men.  The  entire  difembarkation  was 
compleated  on  the  fixth,  and  the  whole  army  encamped  near 
Cancalle  5  the  grenadiers  and  the  light  horfe  bein.^  advanced 
about  a  mile  in  the  front  of  the  line. 

The  duke  of  Marlborough,  feniible  of  the  ravages  which  are 
generally  committed  by  the  common  foldiers  on  their  landin^r  in 
an  enemy's  country,  iffued  ftridl  orders  to  prevent  maraudin-^. 
Neverthelefs,  fome  irregularities  were  committed.  The  oiFend- 
ers  were  brought  to  immediate  trial,  and  two  or  three  of  them 
executed.  This  rigorous  exertion  of  military  law  faved  the  in- 
offenfive  peafantry  from  many  acls  of  brutal  iicentioufncis  which 
they  would  otherwife  have  experienced. 

On  the  7th,  at  break  of  day,  :the  army  m.arched  towards  Sr. 
JNIalo  in  two  columns.  The  left  column,  commanded  by  lord 
George  Sackville,  fell  into  the  great  road  ;  but  the  lanes  through 
which  lord  Ancram's  column  marched  were  lb  narrow,  and  ths 
country  fo  inclofed  and  woody,  that  notvvithftanding  the  previ- 
ous labour  of  two  hundred  pioneers,  the  men  were  frequently 
obliged  to  pafs  in  fingle  files ;  fo  that  a  fmail  number  of  the 
enemy  might  eafily  have  dellroyed  this  column,  or  at  leaf}:  have 
made  it  impofiible  for  them  to  advance.  But,  lb  far  from  meet- 
ing with  any  oppofition,  they  found  the  villages  and  ham- 
lets through  which  they  puffed  intirely  deferted.  The  army 
proceeded  in  good  order  without  beat  of  dvum,  and,  aftqr  a 
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A.  D.  march  of  fix  miles,  encamped  at  the  diftance  of  little  more  ihzn 
i7S8»a  mile  from  the  town  of  8t.  Male.  Whilfl:  they  were  em- 
ployed in  pitching  their  tents,  the  light  horfe,  with  the  piquets 
of  the  whole  arm)^  marched  towards  the  town,  and  were  fa- 
iuteJi  by  a  fev7  fliot  from  the  cannon  on  the  ramparts.  As  foon 
as  it  was  dark  the  piquets  marched  down  to  the  harbour,  where 
they  found  ?  coiifiderable  number  of  privateers  and  other  fmall 
veflels,  mofi:  of  which,  it  being  Isw  water,  were  laid  dry.  Ha- 
ving fet  fire  to  all  the  (liipping,  they  proceeded  to  communicate 
the  flames  to  the  magaaines  of  pitch,  tar,  ropes,  ^c.  all  which 
were  intirely  defiroyed,  except  one  fmall  fiore-houfe,  which,  if 
it  had  been  fet  on  fir€,  muft  from  its  fituaiion  have  deftroyed 
mofc  of  the  houfes  in  the  fuhurbs.  This  building  was  fpared 
from  a  noble  principle  of  hum.anity,  worthy  the  imitation  of 
all  future  invaders.  The  number  of  ihips  defiroyed  was  about 
one  hundred  and  tvventy.  The  piquets  now  rejoined  the  army^ 
which  continued  unmolefled  in  its  encampment  till  the  loih, 
when  the  tents  were  ftruck,  and  the  army  in  one  column  march- 
ed back  to  Cancalle.  Whilfl  the  main  body  of  the  troops  were 
employed  as  I  have  related,  a  battalion  of  the  guards,  utiderthe 
command  of  colonel  Cefar,  marched  twelve  miles  up  the  coun- 
try, to  a  town  called  Dolie,  where  they  were  politely  entertain- 
ed by  the  m.igiftrates.  As  their  deiign  was  merely  to  recon- 
noitre, they  continued  one  night  in  th-e  town  without  committing 
the  leai^  zl\  of  boftility,  and  then  returned.  A-  party  of  the 
Engliili  light  horfe  penetrating  a  few  miles  farther,  fell  in  with 
the  viJets  of  a  French  camp,  two  of  which  th-ey  took,  and 
brought  prifoners  to  Cancalle. 

The  purpofe  of  this  invaiion  being  fully  accompliHied,  the 
troops  were  re-embarked,  and  the  fleet  failed  on  the  i6th  early 
in  the  morning,  and,  after  beating  againft  the  wind  during  that 
whole  day,  came  to  an  anchor  ofl"  the  harbour  of  St.  Malo. 
The  night  proved  lb  tempefluous,  that  many  of  the  fl-wps  drovc^ 
and  fome  parted  their  cables.  Next  morning,  the  wind  continu- 
ing contrary,  the  Heet  returned  to  Cancalle  bay,  and  there  re- 
mained till  the  22d,  when  they  failed  again,  and  next  day  pafled 
the  iflands  Jerfey  and  Guernfey.  On  the  25th  they  made 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  on  the  26th,  the  wind  veering  to  the 
northward,  they  fleered  again  for  the  coafl  of  France,  and  ran 
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in  with  the  land  near  Havre ;  but  towards  evening  it  blew  fo  A.  D, 
frefh,  that,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  lee-fliore,  they  flood  out  I7S^* 
to  Tea.  On  t!ie  27th,  the  weather  becoming  more  moderate, 
they  ran  in  with  the  land  a  fecond  time,  and  tlie  duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  Mr.  Howe  went  out  in  a  cutter  to  reconnoitre  the 
coaft.  At  their  return,  orders  were  given  for  the  troops  tO' 
prepare  for  ininiediatc  difcmbarkation  :  neverthelefs,  the  28th 
pafi'cd  without  any  attempt  to  land,  and  on  the  29th  the  ileet 
bore  away  before  the  wind,  and  anchored  within  a  league  of 
Cherbourg.  Some  of  the  tranfports  which  brought  up  nearei- 
in  (liore,  were  fired  at  from  feveral  batteries,  but  received  nO' 
damage.  A  few  troops  were  iecn  parading  on  the  ftrand,  moft 
of  which  appeared  to  be  militia. 

Soon  after  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor,  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough fignified  his  intention  of  making  an  attack  upon  the  town 
that  night,  and  ordered  the  firll  battalion  of  guards  to  be  in 
their  boats  at  eleven  o'clock.  The  refl  oi  the  troops  received 
orders  in  what  manner,  and  at  what  time,  they  were  to  proceed, 
and  every  necefH'.ry  preparation  was  made  for  immediate  difem- 
barkation.  But  as  nighr  approached,  the  wind  off  fliore  gra-. 
dually  increafcd,  and,  before  the  appointed  hour,  became  io 
violent  as  to  render  the  attempt  imprAclicable.  Next  morning» 
fhe  duke  of  Marlborough,  upon  inquiry  into  the  ftock  of  pro- 
vifions,  hay,  and  water,  found  thefe  feveral  articles  lo  nearly 
exhaufted,  that  it  would  be  dangerous,  in  fo  variable  a  climate, 
£0  remain  any  longer  on  an  hoflile  coafl.  He  therefore  refolved 
to  return  to  England.  The  fleet  accordingly  weighed  anchor  ac 
ten  o'clock,  and  arrived  at  St.  Helen's  the  next  day  in  the'even- 
jng.  The  troops  were  encamped  on  the  Iflc  of  V/ight,  that 
they  might  recover  the  effeiils  of  fo  long  a  confinement,  on 
board  of  tranfports  by  no  means  fuffuicjit  for  the  acconimoda- 
tion  of  fo  numerous  an  army.  Thefe  troops  were  deftined  for 
more  expeditions  of  the  like  nature,  the  fucccfs  of  v/iiich  will 
l»e  feen  in  due  time*,  but  a  regular  attention  to  a  chroiiological 
fcries  of  naval  events  now  calls  us  to  North  Auierioa. 

lam  to  remind  the  reader,  that  admiral  Bofcawcn  failed  from 
England,  witli  a  confiderable  fleet,  on  the  loth  of  April «.     Hs 

'  3m.)llei's  conti'Huu.-D,  vni,  ii.  p.  :■;■;. 
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A.  D.  arrived  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia  on  the  pth  of  May;  froni 
1758.  whence  he  failed  on  the  28th,  with  an  army  of  fourteen  thou- 
fand  men,  under  the  command  of  major-general  Amherft  ^ 
This  fleet,  confilling  of  a  hundred  and  fifty-feven  fail,  anchor- 
ed, on  the  fecond  of  June,  in  the  bay  of  Gabarus,  about  tvpo 
leagues  weflward  of  Louifbourg.  The  French  governor,  k 
chevalier  Drucour^  had  taken  every  poffible  precaution  to  pre- 
vent a  furprize.  He  had  thrown  up  feveral  entrenchments, 
erected  batteries,  and  formed  a  chain  of  redoubts  for  two  leagues 
and  a  half  along  the  coafl.  fhere  were  in  the  harbour  fix 
fhips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates,  three  of  which  were,  during 
the  fiege,  funk  at  the  entrance.  The  fortifications  of  the  town 
were  not  in  good  repair  ;  the  garrifon  confifted  of  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  regular  troops,  befides  fix  hundred  burghers  and 
Canadians.  When  the  fleet  firft  came  to  an  anchor,  and  during 
feveral  fucceeding  days,  the  furf  ran  fi)  high,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  the  boats  to  come  near  the  iLore.  Thefe  feveral  ob- 
ftacles  appeared  fo  tremendous  to  many  of  the  officers,  that  they 
advifed  the  admiral  to  call  a  general  council  of  war.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  fervice,  and  for  his  own  reputation,  he  difre- 
garded  fuch  advice,  and  determined  to  land  the  troops  at  all 
events. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  the 
grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were  in  th6  boats  before  break  of 
day.  The  frigates  and  armed  floops  began  to  fcour  the  coaft, 
by  an  incefi^ant  fire  upon  the  enemy ;  and  now  the  boats  rowed 
briflcly  towards  the  fliore  in  three  divifions,  commanded  by  the 
generals  Wolfe,  Whitmore,  and  Laurence.  When  they  ap- 
proached the  land  they  met  with  a  warm  reception  from  the. 
enemy,  and  the  furf  ran  fo  high  that  many  of  the  boats  were 
flaved,  and  fome  of  the  foldiers  drowned.  General  Wolfe  leapt 
into  the  fea,  and,  being  followed  by  his  whole  divifion,  formed 
his  people  on  the  beach,  and  marched  intrepidly  to  the  nearefl: 
battery.  The  other  two  divifions  followed  his  example,  and 
the  enemy  foon  fied  in  confufion.  The  remainder  of  the  armyj 
cannon,  and  fiores  were  landed  with  all  pofilble  fpeed,  and  the 
town  was  regularly  invefted.    General  Amherft  having  fecured? 

'■  Annua!  reglfter,  p.  70. 
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his  camp  by  proper  redoubts  and  epaulments,  now  begnn  his  A.  D, 
approaches  in  form.  In  landing  the  troops,  three  officers,  four  ^IS^* 
ferjeants,  one  corporal,  and  thirty-eight  private  men,  were  killed 
,or  drowned;  five  lieutenants,  two  ferjeants,  one  corporal,  fifty- 
one  men  wounded  ;  and  about  feventy  boats  loft.  The  enemy, 
when  they  fled  from  their  entrenchments,  left  behind  them  fe- 
venteen  pieces  of  cannon,  fourteen  large  fwivels,  two  mortars, 
a  furnace  for  red-hot  balls,  fmall  arms,  ammunition,  flores, 
tools  and  provifions  in  confiderable  quantity. 

The  chevalier  Drucour,  having  received  his  detachments  into 
the  town,  deftroyed  his  out-pofts,  and  all  buildings  within  two 
niiles  of  the  ramparts,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The 
approaches  of  the  Britifli  general  v/ere  at  firft  flow,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  landing  his  ftores,  the  labour  of  dragging  his 
cannon  through  a  marihy  country,  and  the  neceffity  of  fortify- 
ing his  camp.  Meanwhile,  general  Amherft,  being  not  a  little 
incommoded  by  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  {hips  in  the  harbour, 
and  alfo  from  the  ifland  battery,  detached  general  Wolfe,  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  with  orders  to  march  round  the 
porth-eaft  harbour  and  take  poilcffion  of  the  light-houfe  point. 
This  order  was  executed  with  great  alacrity  and  difpatch,  and 
3  powerful  battery  eredled,  which  on  the  25th  filenced  that  of 
the  enemy  on  the  ifland.  On  the  29th  the  befieged  funk  four 
fiiips  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  They  made  feveral  fallies 
from  the  town,  and  were  repulfed  with  lofs.  The  Britifli  army 
continued  to  approach  the  town  in  a  regular  and  fcientific  man- 
ner, and  the  enemy  difplayed  no  lefs  refolutlon  and  flcill  in  the 
fcience  of  defence.  On  the  13th  of  July  the  befiegers  were  a- 
bout  fix  hundred  yards  from  the  covert  way. 

On  the  21  ft,  a  fliell  from  our  battery  on  the  light-houfe  point 
fet  fire  to  one  of  the  enemy's  fhips  in  the  harbour.  She  imme- 
diately blew  up,  and  two  other  men  of  war  having  caught  the 
flame  were  alfo  deftroyed.  Thefe  were  the  Entreprenanti  the 
Capricieuxy  and  the  Celebre :  fo  that  the  Prudent  and  the  Bun- 
fa'ifant  were  the  only  fhips  of  force  remaining.  In  the  night  of 
the  25th  the  firft  of  thefe  two  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the  other 
towed  triumphantly  out,  by  a  detachment  of  feamen  under  the 
command  of  captains  Laforey  and  Balfour.  This  gallant  ex^ 
ploit  merits  a  circumftantial  relation.     The  naval  reader  will 

perufe 
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A.  Dperufe  it  with  pleafure;  probably  with  advantage — By  the  ad- 
1758  miral's  orders,  a  barge  and  pinnace  from  every  ftiip  in  the  fleet 
affcmbled,  about  noon,  under  the  ftern  of  the  Namur.  Thefe 
boats  were  manned  only  by  their  proper  crews,  armed  chiefly 
with  piftols  and  cutlafles,  and  each  boar  commanded  by  a  Heu- 
tenant  and  mid(hipman.  From  thence  they  proceeded,  by  two 
or  three  at  a  time,  to  join  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  fquadron  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Being  there  re-afTetnbled  in  two  di- 
vifions,  under  the  two  captains  above-mentioned,  about  mid- 
night they  paddled  into  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg  unperceiv^d. 
The  night  was  extremely  dark,  and  the  feamen  were  profound- 
ly filent.  They  pafl*ed  very  near  the  ifland  battery  undifcover- 
ed,  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  a  thick  fog,  prevented  their 
being  feen,  whilit  the  perpetual  din  of  bombs,  cannon,  and 
mufquetry,  both  of  the  befieged  and  befiegers,  efieclually  co? 
vered  the  noife  of  their  oars.  As  loon  as  each  divifion  came 
near  enough  to  perceive  the  devoted  obje£^c,  the  two  men  of 
war  were  immediately  furrounded  by  the  boats,  and  were  firft 
alarmed  by  the  firing  of  their  own  centinels.  All  the  boats  fell 
a-board  at  the  fame  infianr,  and  the  feveral  crews,  following 
the  example  of  their  oflicers,  fcrambled  up  every  part  of  the 
ih'ps,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  took  poffeffion  of  their  refpective 
prizes.  The  refiftance  was  very  feeble,  and  confequently  the 
lofs  of  men  on  either  fide  inconfiderable. 

Day-light  arid  the  fhouts  of  our  failors,  having  at  length  dif- 
covered  to  the  enemy  on  fhore,  that  their  lliips  were  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  Englilh,  they  immediately  pointed  every  gun  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  boats  and  prizes,  and  a  furi- 
ous difcharge  of  cannon  enfued.  Thofe  who  were  in  pofTellioa 
of  the  Prudent^  finding  her  a-ground,  fet  her  on  fire,  and  then 
joined  the  boats  which  v/ere  now  employed  in  towing  off  the 
Bienfaifanty  which,  with  the  afliflance  of  a  favourable  breeze, 
was  triumphantly  carried  away  and  fecured. 

On  the  26th,  whilit  admiral  Bofcawen  was  preparing  to  fend 
fix  fiiips  into  the  harbour,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  chevar 
Her  Drucour,  offering  to  capitulate  on  the  fame  terms  that  were 
granted  to  the  Englilh  at  Minorca.  The  admiral  infifi:ed  on  the 
garrifon  remaining  prifoners  of  war,  and  with  thefe  terms  the 
"overnor  finally  complied.     He  could  not  do  otherwife.     He 
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jnelded  to  irrefiftible  neceffity.  His  fliips  were  all  deflroyed  or  A.  D* 
•taken;  his  cannon  were  difmounted ;  his  garrifon  diminiflied,  1758' 
and  the  remainder  harafled  and  difpirited  ;  all  his  hopes  of  re- 
lief from  Europe  or  from  Canada  were  vaniflied,  and  his  ram- 
parts in  many  places  battered  to  pieces.  The  capitulation  being 
figned,  the  Britifh  troops  took  pofieffion  of  Louifbourg  on  tlte 
27th,  and  the  two  illands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John  were 
ceded  to  bis  Britannic  majefty.  The  fliips  of  war  loft  by  the 
f  rench  on  this  occafion  were  the  Prudent  of  74  guns,  Entre- 
prcnant  74,  Capricieux  64,  Celebre  64,  Bienfaifant  64,  Apoilo 
50  ;  Chevre,  Biche  and  Fidelle  frigates  funk  at  the  harbour's 
mouth;  Diana  of  36  taken  by  the  Boreas ;  Echo  of  26  takeo 
by  the  Juno. 

We  now  return  to  Europe.  The  fpirited  minifler  who,  at 
this  time,  held  the  reins  of  government ;  whofe  fucceffive  ex- 
peditions were  diftindl  gradations  in  a  regular  plan  of  qperacion; 
whofe  invafions  on  thecoaft:  of  France  were  principally  intend- 
ed to  divide  the  forces  of  the  enemy  :  this  active  minifter,  I  fay, 
determined  once  more  to  invade  the  coaft  of  Normandy.  Part 
of  the  troops  which,  fince  the  laft  expedition,  had  been  en»- 
camped  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  were  fent  to  Germany.  The 
duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  George  SackviJle  were  like wii^ 
X)rdered  upon  that  fervice.  The  remainder  of  the  troops  now- 
commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Bligh,  embarked  on  board 
the  fleet  under  commodore  Howe,  and  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on 
the  £rfi:  day  of  Auguft.  On  the  6th,  in  the  evening,  the  fleet 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Cherburg,  and  a  few  ihells 
were  thrown  into  the  town  that  night.  Next  morning,  alx)ut 
£e\en  o'clock,  the  fleet  got  under  way,  and  at  nine  brought  up 
in  the  bay  of  Maris,  two  leagues  weft  of  the  town,  where  the 
general  refolved  to  land  his  troops.  The  governor  of  Cher- 
•burg,  fince  his  late  alarm,  had  thrown  up  feveral  entrench- 
ments, and  planted  fome  batteries  along  the  coaft.  Behind 
thefe  works  there  appeared  about  two  thoufand  regular  troops. 
On  the  7th,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  grenadiers  and  guards, 
commanded  by  general  Drury,  in  fiat-bottom  boats,  landed, 
without  oppofitlon,  under  cover  of  an  inceflant  fire  from  the 
Heet.  Having  formed  his  trocps  on  the  beach,  he  marched  imr 
rnediately  towards  a  party  of  the  enemy,  received  their  fire,  and 
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A.  D.  then  attacked  them  with  (uch  reiolution,  that  they  Toon  fled  in 
^75^*  the  utmofl:  confufion,  and  with  confiderable  lofs.  They  left 
behind  them  two  pieces  of  brafs  cannon  Of  the  EnghOi,  about 
twenty  were  killed  or  wounded. 

The  remainder  of  the  infantry  being  difembarked,  general 
BUgh  marched  to  the  village  of  Erville,  and  there  pitched  his 
tents  for  the  night.  The  ground  which  he  had  chofen  for  his 
encampment  was  fo  inadequate,  in  point  of  extent,  to  the  num- 
ber of  troops,  that  the  tents  were  crowded  together  as  clofe  as 
they  could  ftand,  without  order  or  regularity.  If  the  French 
commander  had  not  been  as  ignorant  in  his  profeflion  as  his 
enemy,  the  Britifli  army  would,  in  this  fiLuation,  have  been 
furrounded  and  deftroyed,  or  taken  :  two  or  three  thoufand 
men,  judicioufly  commanded,  were  fufficient.  But,  either  for 
want  of  flcill,  or  ftrength,  or  refolution,  the  Englifh  army  was 
fuftercd  to  lleep  in  perfecfl:  fccurity,  and  the  fucceeding  dawn 
did  not  difcover  a  fmgle  French  foldier  in  fight  of  the  camp. 
On  reconnoitring  the  nearefl:  fort,  called  Quirqueville,  it  was 
Ibund  defolate;  fo  thrit  the  light  horfc  were  now  difembarked 
without  the  leaf!  interruption,  and  the  army  proceeded,  in  two 
columns,  towards  Cherburg,  which  they  entered  without  firing 
or  receiving  a  (ingle  Ihot,  the  town  and  all  the  forts  being  en- 
tirely abandoned  by  the  troops.  The  inhabitants,  in  confidence 
of  a  promife  of  prote^ion,  contained  in  a  manifefto  publifhed 
by  general  Bligh,  remained  in  the  town,  and  received  their  ho- 
ftile  vifitors  with  politenefs  and  hofpitahty.  I  am  forrv  to  re- 
cord, to  the  tlifgrace  of  Englifh  difcipline,  that  their  confidence 
was  abufed.  The  proper  means  of  reftraining  the  licentious 
brutality  of  the  common  foldiers  were  negledled,  till  the  jufl 
complaints  of  the  fufferers  reminded  the  general  of  his  duty. 

General  Bligh  now  proceeded,  according  to  his  inftrutSlions, 
to  demolifh  the  h?.rhour  andbafon,  which  had  been  conftruQed 
by  Lewis  XV.  at  a  vafl  expence,  nnd  were  intended  as  an  afy- 
lum  for  men  of  war.  It  appeared,  however,  from  the  unfinifh- 
cd  flate  of  the  fortifications,  that  the  importance  of  Cherburg 
had  of  late  dwindled  in  the  eflimation  of  the  French  miniflry. 
Whihl:  the  engineers  were  thus  employed,  the  light  horfe  were 
fent  to  Icour  the  country,  and  to  reconnoitre  a  French  camp  at 
AValloign,  about  twelve  miles  from  Cherburg.  In  thefe  excur- 
ihns  tl.ey  frequently  fkiririifned  with  the  enemy,  and  in  one  of 
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thefe  rencounters  Lindfay,  a  captain  of  the  Britifii  light  horfe,  A.  D. 
was  unfortunately  killed.     He  was  a  very  36i:ive  and  gallant  of-  1758. 
ficer.     The  great  bufinefs  of  demolition  being  finifhed,  on  the 
i6th  of  Aiigull,  at  three  in  the  morning,  the  army  evacuated 
Cherburg,  marched  down  to    Fort  Galet,  and  there   embarked 
without  moleftation. 

In  our  eftimate  of  the  utility  of  this  enterprize,  we  are  to  re- 
member, that  the  primary  objc£l  was,  by  keeping  the  French 
coaft  in  perpetual  alarm,  to  oblige  them  to  retain  an  army  for 
their  own  fecurlty,  which  would  otherwife  have  marched  to 
Germany.  ExcluIIve  of  this  coniideration,  the  expedition  to 
Cherburg  was,  by  no  means,  unimportant.  Twcnty-feven  Ihips 
were  burnt  in  the  harbour.  A  hundred  and  feventy-thrce 
pieces  of  iron  ordnance  and  three  mortars  were  rendered  ufc- 
lefs  ;  and  twenty-two  brafs  cannon  and  two  mortars  were  fent  to 
England.  Thcfe  cannon  were  afterwards  expofed,  for  feme 
time,  in  Hyde  Park,  and  then  drawn  through  the  city  in  pom- 
pous proceffion,  amidft  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people, 
the  oldell  of  whom  had  never  beheld  a  fimilar  triumph. 

Thus  far  the  operations  of  this  terrific,  itinerant  army  were, 
fuccefsful.  But  the  general's  commilTion  did  not  end  with  the 
deflrudtion  of  the  forts  and  harbour  of  Cherburg.  By  his  fe- 
cret  inftruvllions  he  was  ordered  to  keep  the  coad  of  France  iu 
continual  alarm  ;  to  make  defcents,  and  attack  any  place  that 
might  be  found  practicable,  between  the  eaft  point  of  Nor- 
mandy and  Morlaix.  In  compliance  with  thefe  infiruiStions,  the 
fleet  weighed  anchor  on  the  i8th  of  Auguft,  and  fleered  to- 
wards St.  Malo,  with  a  defign  to  make  a  fccond  attack  upon 
tl^at  nefl  of  privateers.  But  they  were  obliged,  by  contrary 
winds,  to  run  for  the  Englilh  coaft.  They  came  to  an  anchor 
in  Weymouth  road  on  the  23d  j  they  failed  from  thence  or,  ilv. 
25th,  but  were  obliged  to  put  back  the  fame  evening.  The 
next  attempt  proved  more  fuccefsful.  The  fleet,  though  noj 
without  difliculty,  kept  the  fea,  and,  ffanding  to  the  fouthward, 
foon  made  the  coaft  of  France;  but  it  was  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber before  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lunaire, 
about  two  leagues  weft  of  St.  Malo.  Whilft  the  fleet  was 
bringing  up",  the  commodore,  with  Prince  Edward,  (afcerv.'ards 

•'   Account  of  our  bft  attempt  en  ih-?  coa;1  cf  F.incc,  by  an  cffi.c:-. 
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A.  D.  duke  of  York,)  who  attended  Mr.  Howe  in  the  capacity  of 
^IS*^-  midfliipman,  went  ofF  in  their  barge  to  reconnoitre  the  fhore. 
Seeing  no  appearance  of  an  enemy,  the  troops  were  difembark- 
ed,  without  oppofition-,  but  not  entirely  without  misfortune. 
One  of  the  flat-bottom  boats  being  run  down  by  the  Brilliant,, 
was  overfet,  and  five  foldiers  drowned.  A?  foon  as  the  troops 
■were  landed,  Sir  William  Boothby,  with  300  grenadiers,  was 
detached  with  orders  to  deftroy  a  hundred  and  fifty  velTels  in 
the  liarbour  of  Briac,  near  Sr.  Malo.  He  executed  his  com- 
rtiiffion  eiFedually  ;  but  the  number  of  velTels  in  that  harbour 
did  not  exceed  fifteen. 

The  Britiili  army  continued  in  their  encampment  near  St  Lu- 
naire  four  days,  'A'hich  were  fpent  in  deliberations  concerning 
the  praflicabiHty  of  an   attack  upon  St.  Malo.     It  was  finally 
determined' to  be  im practicable,  and  Mr.  Hbwe  having  declared 
diat  it  was  impoiiible  to  re-embark  the  troops   from  the  place 
where  they  had    landed,  it  was  refolved  that  the  troops   fliould 
march  over  land,  and  that  the  fleet   fiiould,  in  the  mean  time,, 
proceed  to  the  bay  of  St.  GaSj  and  there  remain   ready  to  re- 
ceive them.     The  commodoi'te  weighed  anchor,,  and  ftood  to 
the  weftward.     On  Friday,  the  8th,  in    the  morning,  general' 
Bligh  ftruck  his  tents,  and  began  his  march  towards  the  village 
of  Gildau,  where  hevvas  told  the  river  whicli  he  muftnecefiarjly 
pafs,  was  fordable  at  lOvS^  water.     The   day's  march,  though 
fliort,  proved  fatiguing  to  the  troops,  on  account'  of  the  heavy 
rain  and  bad  roads ;  and,  as  the  army  marched  in  a  finglc  co- 
lumn, it  was  night  before  the  rear  came  to  their  grbund.  When 
(folonel  Clark,  who  marched  at  the  head' of  the  advanced  guard, 
iirrived  at  the  village  of  Gildau,  he  faw  a  body  of  about  three 
hundred  peafants  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  apparently 
forming  with  an  intention  to  oppofe  his  paflage.     A  few  fliot' 
from  two  or  three  field-pieces  immediately  difperfed  them.    Or- 
ders v/ere  iflued  to   prepare  for  paifing  the  river  at  fix  o'clock 
next  morning,  and  the  army  went  to  reft'.     Next  morning,  at 
fix  o'clock,  the  troops  were  ready  to  plunge  into  the  river,  when 
it  appeared  that  the  general  bad  been  fo  totally  mifinformed  as 
to    the  time  of  fording,  that  it  was    now  high  inftead  of  loiu 
water,  and  that  it  would  be  three  in  the   afternoon  before  the 
froops  could  pafs.     Such  a  miftake,  though  apparently  of  no- 
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great  importanca,  as  it  difcovered  the  fallibility  of  the  general's  A.  D. 
intelligence,  was  a  bad  omen.  *75^ 

The  army  forded  the  river  in  two  columns,  without  any  o- 
ther  moleftatioA  than  a  volley  or  two  of  muiket-fiiot  from  the 
oppofite  village,  by  which  lord  Frederick  Cavendifh,  and  a  few 
grenadiers  were  flightly  wounded.  They  paiTed  the  river,  and 
pitched  their  tents  immediairely.  Why  they  marched  no  farther 
that  night,  is  difficult  to  imagine.  On  Sunday  morning  the  ar- 
my again  decamped,  and  marched  towards  Mattingnon.  When 
the  advanced  guard  approached  the  town,  they  faw  a  party  of 
French  dragoons,  and  obferved  that  the  hedges  were  lined  by 
foot  which  feemed  to  be  regulars.  This  being  reported  to  the 
general,  all  the  grenadiers  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  they 
prelled  forward  with  great  eagernefs ;  but  the  enemy  did  noc 
think  fit  to  wait  for  them.  Having  marched  about  four  miles, 
the  army  encamped  to  the  fouthward  of  Mattingnon,  after  pa- 
rading  through  the  town  by  beat  of  drum-  From  this  circum- 
ftance,  it  is  evident  that  general  Bligh  had  not  the  leaft  idea 
that  a  fuperior  army  was  at  this  time  within  a  few  hours  march 
of  his  camp  ^. 

This  evening  a  French  foldler  was  brought  into  the  camp, 
who  informed  the  general,  that  nine  battalions  of  foot,  two 
fquadrons  of  dragoons,  with  five  thoufand'  guardes  de  cofts, 
were  on  their  march  from  Breft,  and  that  they  were  not  abov& 
two  leagues  diftant.  He  named  the  general  officers,  and  the  re- 
giments. His  intelligence,  however,  produced  no  other  efFe£b 
than  an  order  to  the  piquets  of  the  Englilh  army  to  be  particu- 
larly vigilant.  During  the  night,  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
enemy  came  fo  near,  as  to  exchange  fome  fliot  with  the  out- 
pofts.  Nevenhelefs,  general  Bligh  continued  fo  totally  unap_ 
prehenfive,  that  he  ordered  the  ufual  drums,  preparatory  to  a 
march,  to  beat  next  morning  at  three  o'clock.  The  drums  beat- 
accordingly,  and  the  army  marched,  in  a  finglecolumn,  towards 
St.  Cas,  which  is  about  a  league  from  Mattingnon.  If  the 
froops  had  marched  in  two  columns,  they  would  have  reached 

*  "  I  recolleft,"  fjys  the  authrr  of  the  account  of  this  expedition,  "  that  the 
*'  language   of  this    day,    in  the    mouths  of  (orne   of  our  tonfidirkible  perfonagcs' 

WJS "  By  G— .d,  a  man  might  mdrih  tliivJgh  Frar.Ce  with  a  llr)g!e  company 

■*'  «f  grcnadiei*».'* 
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A.  D.  their  (liips  in  half  the  time.  When  the  head  of  the  column 
175^'  reached  the  eminence,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fea,  they  had 
orders  to  halt,  and  the  regiments  formed  the  line  as  they  ad- 
vanced in  fucccffion  ;  but,  before  the  grenadiers  in  the  rear 
reached  the  ground,  theyoungeft  brigade  was  ordered  to  march 
down  to  the  beach.  Meanwhile  the  frigates  which  were  intend- 
ed to  cover  the  embarkation,  and  the  boats,  were  approaching 
the  land.  Before  the  grenadiers  quitted  the  height,  they  faw 
the  enemy  advancing  in  four  columns.  The  grenadiers  march- 
ed deliberately  down  to  the  beach,  and  there  refted  on  their 
tirms,  whilfl:  the  battalions  were  conveyed  to  their  tranfports 
in  the  flat-bottom  boats. 

The  rear  of  the  Englifh  army  had  fcarce  quitted  the  height 
"before  it  was  pofielTed  by  the  enemy.  As  foon  as  they  began 
to  defcend,  Mr,  Howe  made  a  fignal  for  his  frigates  to  fire; 
which  order  was  executed  with  fo  much  fkill  and  dexterity,  that 
many  of  the  French  were  killed,  and  their  whole  army  thrown 
into  confufion.  The  Britifli  troops  were  now  all  embarked,  ex- 
cept the  grenadiers  and  four  companies  of  the  firft  regiment  of 
guards;  in  all  about  1400  men.  The  enemy  continued  to  adr 
vance,  and  their  cannon  deftroyed  fome  of  our  boats-  General 
Drury,  who  was  now  the  fenior  ofiicer  on  fliore,  formed  his 
little  army,  and  moft  imprudently  advanced  up  the  hill  to  meet 
his  enemy.  By  this  manoeuvre  he  quitted  a  parapet  of  fand 
banks,  and  elTe61:ually  filenced  the  frigates,  which  could  not 
now  fire  without  deftroying  their  friends.  This  inconfiderable 
body  of  Englifh  troops,  with  every  difa^d vantage  of  fituation, 
and  commanded  by  a  man  of  no  experience  or  abilities,  main- 
tained their  ground  againil  ten  times  their  number,  till  mofl  of 
them  had  entirely  fpenc  their  ammunition.  Thus  circumftanced, 
after  making  terrible  havock  in  the  enemies  ranks,  they  yielded 
to  ncccflity,  and  retreated  to  their  boats.  Unhappily,  the  boats 
then  in  fliore  were  infufiicient  to  receive  half  the  number  of 
men  which  now  crowded  to  the  beach,  and  the  boats  were  con- 
fequently  in  an  inftant  fo  overloaded,  that  mofi:  of  them  were 
a-ground.  In  this  horrible  fnuation,  expofed  to  the  continual 
fire  of  a  numerous  army,  they  remained  for  fome  time  ;  till,  at 
laft,  the  commodore  himfeif  leapt  into  his  boat,  and,  rowing 
to  the  fliore,  took  one  of  the  flat-boats  in  tow.     The  reft  of 
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the  fleet  followed  his  example,  and  about  700  men  were  A.  D* 
brought  on  board.  The  other  half  were  cither  Ihot,  taken  pri-  175S. 
foners,  or  drowned.  Among  the  killed  were  major-general 
Drury,  lieutenant- colonel  Wiikinfon,  and  Sir  John  Arrnitage, 
a  volunteer.  Lord  Frederick  Cavendifh,  lieutenant-colontls 
Pearfon  and  Lambert,  and  fixteen  ofFicers  of  inferior  rank,  were 
taken  prifoners.  Four  captains  of  men  of  war^,  who  went  on 
fliore  in  order  to  expedite  the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  were 
aUb  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves  to  the  enemy.  Eight  fea- 
nien  were  killed,  and  feventeen  wounded. 

This  terrible  difaffcer  was  vcryjullly  afcribed  to  a  total  want 
of  military  knowledge,  fagacity,  and  experience  in  the  general, 
who  imprudently  gave  ear  to  thofe  about  him,  who  talked  of 
marching  through  France  with  a  fmgle  company  of  Britilh  gre- 
nadiers. His  marching,  in  an  enemy's  country,  in  a  iingle  co- 
lumn, was  extremely  imprudent.  Llis  beating  the  general  the 
morning  of  his  march  from  Mattingnon,  was  inexcuJablc  5  and 
his  dilatory  proceedings  on  the  'fatal  day  of  embarkation,  admit 
of  no  apology.  But,  though  our  lofs  on  thisoccafion  was  con- 
fiderable,  the  enemy  had  certainly  no  great  caufe  of  triumph  : 
they  had  defeated  a  rear-guard  of  fourteen  hundred  men  with 
an  army  of  at  leafl:  fifteen  thoufand,  and  their  lofs  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  much  greater  than  that  of  the  Engli(h  2.  This 
check,  however,  was  no  proof  that  the  minifter's  plan  of  ope- 
ration was  improper.  His  delign  was  fully  anfwered,  and  was 
certainly  attended  with  falutary  coufco.uences.  Commodore 
Howe  returned  to  Spithead,  and  the  troops  were  difembarkr 
ed. 

We  are  now  to  recolleiSt,  that,  after  the  reduction  of  Sene- 
gal, an  attempt  was  made  upon  the  ifland  of  Goreej  but  with- 
out fuccefs,  owing  to  the  want  of  fuflicient  naval  force.  The 
Britifli  minifter,  feniible  that  his  conqueft  on  the  coafl  of  Africa 
was  incomplete  without  the  redudion  of  this  ifl^nd,  fent  out  a 

y  l^ix.  Rowley,  Maplcfon,  Pifton,  and  Eiphinfton, 

2  In  the  account  of  this  affair  publifhed  at  Paris,  I;y  authority,  they  acknov.  !^,ige 
400  men  k'lled  and  wounded,  and  make  the  nuniber  otEnglin*  piifoners  600.  Now 
as  our  entire  lofs  was  only  700,  the  number  of  our  J.illed  muft  have  bten  proroi- 
ti.inably  very  fm  ill.  Tiie  icl  number  of  r.i;r  killed  r.ni  vvounJtd  wss  .ihoiit  200. 
The  French  kft  three  limes  that  number, 
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A.  D.  fmall  fquadron  of  four  fhlps  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  and  tWQ 
^75 8.  bomb-ketches,  commanded  by  conamodore  Keppel,  with  600 
land  forces  under  colonel  Worge.  This  armament  failed  from 
Cork  on  the  nth  of  November,  and,  after  a  tempeftuous 
TPoyage,  anchored  in  the  road  of  Goree,  about  a  league  from 
the  ifland,  on  the  24th  of  December.  Goree  is  a  barren  iiland, 
not  a  mile  in  length,  fituated  near  Cape  Verde.  The  Dutch 
took  poffeffion  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century.  The 
French  took  it  in  1677,  and  fince  that  period  it  has  remained 
in  poffeffion  of  their  Eafi:  India  Company.  On  the  fouth-weft 
fide  there  was  a  fmall  fort  called  St.  Michael,  and  another,  lefs 
confiderable,  called  St.  Francis,  near  the  oppofite  extremity, 
33efides  thefe  forts,  there  were  feveral  flight  batteries  along  the 
/hore,  mounting  in  the  whole  a  hundred  cannon.  The  garri- 
fon,  commanded  by  Monf.  St.  Jean,  confifted  of  300  regulars, 
and  about  the  fame  number  of  negro  inhabitants. 

On  the  28th,  in  the  morning,  the  troops  were  ordered  into 
the  boats,  ready  for  landing,  if  necefiary ;  and,  the  (hips  being 
properly  ftationed  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  a  general  can- 
nonading began,  which  was  anfwered  by  the  enemy  with  great 
fpirit,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  above  a  hundred  of  the  Eng- 
liih  were  killed  or  wounded.  Neverthelefs,  the  French  garri- 
fon,  though  not  one  of  them  was  killed,  were  fo  terrified  by 
the  fire  from  the  fliips,  that  the  governor  was  obliged  to  fur- 
render  at  difcretion.  A  detachment  of  marines  was  landed  to 
take  polTeffion  of  the  ifland,  axid  the  Britifli  flag  was  boifted  on 
the  caftle  of  St.  Michael. 

Mr.  Keppel,  having  taken  his  prifoners  on  board,  and  left 
S-  fufficient  garrifon  under  the  command  of  major  Newton, 
touched  at  Senegal,  and  then  returned  to  England.  But  this 
expedition,  though  fuccefsful,  was  not  unattended  by  misfor- 
tunes. The  Litchfield,  of  50  guns,  a  tranfport,  and  a  bomb- 
ketch,  were  on  their  outward  palTage  feparated  from  the  fleet, 
and  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about  nine  leagues  to  j 
the  northward  of  SafTy.  A  hundred  and  thirty  people,  among 
which  were  feveral  officers,  were  drowned.  Captain  Barton, 
with  about  two  hundred  and  twenty,  reached  the  inhofpitable 
ihore.  They  fuffered  great  hardfhips,  and  were  enflaved  by  the 
emperor  of  iMorocco,  our  worthy  ally,  who  held  them  in  cap- 
tivity 
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ti'vity  till  they  were  ranfomcd  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Such  A.  D. 
is  the  faith  of  barbarian  princes!  '75*^' 

Our  naval  exploics  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  coutfcr  of  this 
year,  were  not  attended  with  any  important  confequcnces. 
There  were  performed,  hov/cver,  feveral  gallant  aftions,  which 
ought  not  to  pafs  unnoticed.  Captain  Forreft  of  the  Augufta, 
having  failed  from  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica,  cruized  off  Cap>^ 
Francis,  a  harbour  in  the  illand  of  St.  Domingo;  he  was  ac- 
companied by  the  captains  Suckling  and  Langdon,  commanJihg 
the  Di-eadnought  and  Edinburgh.  There  lay  at  that  time,  at  the 
Cape,  a  French  fquadron  of  four  fhips  of  the  line  and  three 
ftout  frigates,  which  the  French  commodore,  piqued  at  feeinij 
the  coaft  infulted  by  Forreft's  little  fquadron^  reinforced  witli 
feveral  flore-fliips,  which  he  mounted  withtannon,  and  fupplied 
\vith  feamen  from  the  merchant-veiTels,  and  \vith  foldiers  from 
the  garrifon.  Thus  prepared,  he  weighed  anchor,  and  ftood 
out  for  fea.  When  Forrelt  perceived  the  approach  of  the  French 
fliips,  he  called  his  two  captains.  "  Gentlerhen,"  fiiid  he^  «'  you 
««  know  our  own  ftrength,  and  fee  that  of  the  enemy.  Shall  we 
"  give  them  battle?'*  Being  anfwercd  in  the  affirmative,  he 
bore  down  on  the  French  fleet)  and,  between  three  and  four  In 
the  afternoouj,  came  to  adlion.  The  French  attacked  vvith  greac 
inipetuofity,  and  difplayed  uncommon  fpirit  in  the  light  of  their 
own  coaft.  But,  after  an  engagement  of  more  than  two  hours, 
their  commodore  found  his  ftiip  fo  much  fhattered,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  make  a  fignal  for  his  frigates  to  tow  him  out  of  the 
line.  The  reft  of  the  fquadron  followed  his  example,  and  avail- 
ed themfelves  of  the  land  breeze  to  efcape  in  the  night  frou:  the 
three  Britifta  fliips,  which  were  too  much  damaged  in  their  hih 
and  rigging  to  purfue  their  vi£lory. 

Captain  Forreft  fignalized  his  courage  in  this  engagement;  bac 
he  difplayed  equal  courage,  and  ftill  more  uncommon  conduct 
and  fagacity  in  a  fubfequent  adventure  near  the  weltern  coaft  ot 
Hifpaniola.  Having  received  intelligence,  that  there  was  a  eon- 
fiderable  French  fleet  at  Port  au  Prince ^  a  harbour  on  that 
coaft,  ready  to  fail  for  Europe,  he  proceeded  from  Jamaica  to 
cruize  between  Hifpaniola  and  the  little  ifland  Godve.  He  di(- 
guifed  his  fliip  with  tarpaulins^  hoifted  Dutch  colours,  and,  in 
order  to  avoid  difcovery,  allowed  feveral  fm^ll  vc-Tcls  to  pals, 
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A.  D.  without  giving  them  chace.  The  fecond  day  after  his  arrlvai  ia* 
175^'  thofe  parts,  he  perceived  a  fleet  of  feven  fail  fleering  to  the  weft- 
ward.  He  kept  from  them  to  prevent  fufpicion,  but,  at  the 
approach  of  night,  purfued  them  with  all  the  fail  he  could  crowd. 
About  ten  in  the  evening  he  came  up  with  two  veffels  of  the 
chace,  one  of  which  fired  a  gwn,  and  the  other  Iheered  off. 
The  fiiip  which  had  fired  no  fooner  difcovered  her  enemy,  than 
fhe  fubmitted.  Forreft  manned  her  with  thirty-five  of  his  own 
crew,  and  now  perceiving  eight  fail  to  leeward,  near  the  har- 
bour of  Petit  Gcavc,  ordered  them  to  fland  for  that  place,  and 
to  intercept  any  veflels  that  attempted  to  reach  it.  He  himfelff 
in  the  Augufta,  failed  direclly  for  the  French  fleet,  and,  coming 
up  with  them  by  day-break,  engaged  them  all  by  turns  as  he 
could  bring  his  guns  to  bear.  The  Solide,  the  Theodore,  and 
the  Marguerite,  returned  his  fire  j  but,  having  foon  flruck  their 
colours,  they  were  immediately  fccured,  and  then  employed  in 
taking  the  other  veflels,  of  which  none  had  the  fortune  to  efcape. 
The  nine  fail,  which,  by  this  weil-condu£ted  ftratagem,  had 
fallen  Into  the  power  of  one  fliip,  and  that  even  in  the  fight  of 
their  own  harbours,  were  fafely  condudted  to  Jamaica,  where 
the  fale  of  their  rich  cargoes  rewarded  the  merit  of  the  captors. 
While  Forrefl:  acquired  wealth  and  glory  by  protecting  the 
trade  of  Jamaica,  the  vigilance  of  captain  Tyrrel  fecured  the 
Englifli  navigation  to  Antigua.  In  the  month  of  March,  this 
enterprizing  and  judicious  comrnander  demolifheda  fort  on  the 
ifland  of  Maitinico,  and  defi:royed  four  privateers  riding  under 
its  proteclion.  In  November  of  the  fame  year,  he,  in  his 
own  fliip  the  Buckingham  of  fixty-four  guns,  accompanied  by 
the  Weazle  {loop  commanded  by  captain  Bcles,  difcovered,  be- 
tween the  iflands  of  Guadaloupe  and  Montferrat,  a  fleet  of  nine- 
teen fail  under  convey  of  the  FlcriJJhnt,  a  French  man  of  war  of 
fcventy-four  guns,  and  two  frigates,  of  which  the  \zvgt?i  car- 
ried thirty- eight,  and  the  other  twenty-fix  guns.  Captain  Tyr- 
rel, regardlefs  of  the  great  inequality  of  force,  immediately  gave 
chace  in  the  Buckingham  ;  and  the  Weazle,  running  clofe  to 
the  enemy,  received  a  whole  broadfide  from  the  Florifl^ant. 
Though  fhe  fuflained  it  without  confulerable  damage,  Mr.  Tyr- 
!>cl.  ordered  captain  Boles  to  keep  aloof,  as  his  veflel  could  nor, 
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be  fuppofed  to  bear  the  iliock  of  heavy  metal ;  and  he  alone  pre-  A.  D. 
pared  for  the  engagement.  The  FlorifTant,  inftead  of  lying  to  i75-^' 
for  him  up,  made  a  running  fight  with  her  Hern  chace, 
while  the  two  frigates  annoyed  the  Buckingham  in  her  pnrfuit. 
At  length,  however,  Ilie  came  within  pillol-fhot  of  the  Florif- 
fant,  and  poured  in  a  broadfide,  which  did  great  execution. 
The  faluration  was  returned  with  fpirit,  and  the  battle  became 
clofe  and  obftinate.  Mr.  Tyrrel,  being  wounded,  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  deck,  and  the  command  devolved  on  the  brave  Mr. 
Marfhall.,  his  firft  lieutenant,  who  fell  -in  the  arms  of  vi£lory-<, 
The  fecond  lieutenant  took  the  command,  and  finally  ■filenced 
the  enemy's  fire.  On  board  the  FlorilTaat  180  men  vrere  flain. 
and  3©o  wounded.  She  was  lb  much  dilabled  in  her  hull,  that 
fae  could  hardly  be  kept  afloat.  The  largeil  frigate  received 
equal  damage.  The  Buckingham  had  only  feven  men  killed, 
end  feventeen  dangeroufly  wounded  :  (lie  had  fuffered  much, 
however,  m  her  mafts  and  rigging,  which  was  the  only  circum- 
ftance  that  prevented  her  from  adding.profit  to  glory,  by  making 
prizes  of  the  French  fleet  under  fo  powerful  a  convoy. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies  the  French  fquadron  was  commanded  by 
Mr.  d'Ache,  and  the  Englifli  by  admiral  Pocock,  who  had 
fuccecded  admiral  Watfon.  The  former  was  reinforced  by  a 
<;onriderable  armament  under  the  command -of  general  LaJly,  an 
adventurer  of  Iriila  extraction  in  the  French  fervice.  The  Eng- 
lifli admiral  was  alfo  reinforced  on  the  24th  of  March  by  four 
Aips  of  the  line  ;  and,  being  foon  after  apprized  of  Lally's  arri- 
-val,'  he  hoifted  his  flag  aboard  the  Yarmouth,  a  fliip  of  fixty- 
four  guns,  and  failed  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  He  made  the 
height  of  Negapatam  the  28th  of  March,  and  the  day  following 
difcovered  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  road  of  Fort  St.  David,  h. 
confifled  of  eight  fl;ips*  of  the  line,  and  a  frigate,  which  imme- 
diately flood  out  to  lea,  and  formed  ^the  line  of  battle.    Pocock's 

a  FRENCH.  Duke  of  Orlcanf,     —  (So  gims. 

Zodiaqiie,  74  guns.  Duke  of  Bourgogne,    —  60  — — 

I5ien  Amie,       — .  74   —  Conde,  50  — r- 

■Vcngeance,        — —  64   .  Moras, 50  

St.  Louif,         — —  64  SyJplii.le,         311  — 

R  2  fquadroa 
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A.  D.  fquadran  confifted  only  of  feven  fliips*^ ;  with  which  he  formed 
^•75^r  the  line,  and,  bearing  down  upon  Mr.  d'Ache,  began  the  ep- 
gagenient.  The  French  commodore,  having  fuilained  a  warrr^ 
action  for  about  two  hours,  in  which  one  of  his  largeft  fliips 
was  difabled,  fheered  off  with  bis  whole  fleet.  Being  afterwards 
joined  with  two  more  (liips  of  war,  he  again  formed  the  line  of 
battle  to  leeward.  Admiral  Pocock,  though  his  own  fliip  and 
feveral  others  were  confiderably  damaged,  and,  though  three 
of  his  captains  "=  had  mifbehaved  in  the  engagement,  prepared 
ar^ain  for  the  attack.  But  the  manoeuvres  of  the  French  tleet 
feem  to  have  been  intended  merely  to  amufe  him ;  for  they 
neither  fliov»'ed  lights,  nor  gave  any  hgnal  in  the  night,  and  next 
morning  the  fmalleft  trace  of  them  could  not  be  obferved. 

Admiral  Pocock  made  various  attempts  to  bring  the  French 
fquadron  to  a  fecond  engagement.  Thefe,  however,  proved 
ineffectual  till  the  third  of  Augufl,  when  he  perceived  the  ene- 
lay's  fleet,  confifting  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate, 
itanding  to  fea  off  the  road  of  Pondicherry.  They  would  have 
gladly  eluded  bis  purfuit,  but  he  obtained  the  weather  gage,  and 
failed  down  upon  them  in  order  of  battle.  As  it  was  now  im- 
poflible  to  efcape  without  coming  to  action,  the  French  prepared 
lor  the  engagement,  and  fired  on  the  Elifabeth,  which  happen- 
'  cd  to  be  within  mufKet-ftiot  of  the  fliip  in  their  van.  But  this 
fpirited  attack  was  not  feconded  with  equal  perfeverance.  In 
little  more  than  ten  minutes  after  admiral  Pocock  had  difplayed 
the  fignal  for  battle,  Mr.  d'Ache  fet  his  fore-fail,  and  bore 
away,  maintaining  a  running  fight  in  a  very  irregular  line  fo^ 

h   ENGLISH.  Weymouth,  —  go  giips. 

Ciimhcilauil,         —  66  guns.  Tyger,  —  60    . 

■Yarmouth,  —  64   Newcaflle,  —  50 

Eiilabeih,  —  64   55ali)bury,  ~  50    , 

'^  Cjptain  Brcreton  of  the  Cumbcihiid  was  one  of  the  three  who  mifbehaved. 
G'jd  fill  bid  that  we  Ihould  particutavifc  an  individual  with  a  view  to  infuit  his 
mi  slot  tunes.  A  man  may  polTefs  much  piobity,  great  good  fenfe,  and  many 
anjiaMe  qualities,  without  being  born  with  that  conftitutional  courage,  or  en- 
d'lwed  with  that  accurate  circumfpeftion,  which  qualifies  him  for  doing  his  duty 
ss  a  fea-olEcer.  "We  name  this  gentleman  as  an  example,  that  the  character  of 
a  naval  cummander,  when  once  hurt  by  mifcoiiduft,  is  feldom  to  be  retrieved; 
nad  we  would,  if  poflible,  perfuade  men  in  power  of  the  dangerous  confequcRces 
of  agiin  iniruiling,  wi  h  an  honourable  employment,  thofe  who,  on  any  former 
QCCi»r:yn,  h^vc  Ihevved  tlituifclvts  undeftrvtng  of  fo  imporiant  a  charge, 
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near  an  hour.  The  whole  fquadron  uTimediately  followed  his  A.  D. 
example;  and  at  two  o'clock  they  cut  away  their  boats,  crowd-  »758« 
cd  fail,  and  put  before  the  wind.  They  efcaped  by  favour 
of  the  night  into  the  road  of  Pondicherry  ;  but  their  fleet  was 
fo  much  damaged,  that,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  their 
commodore  failed  for  the  ifle  of  Bourbon  in  order  to  refit,  thus 
leaving  the  Englifh  admiral  (whofe  fquadron  had  always  been 
inferior  to  that  of  the  French  in  number  of  fliips  and  men  as 
well  as  in  weight  of  metal)  fovereign  of  the  Indian  feas. 

Having  examined  the  naval  fucceires  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
different  quartei-s  of  the  world,  we  fhalj,  for  the  reader's  fatis- 
fadlion,  exhibit  in  one  view  the  confequences  of  thefe  glorious 
exploits.  During  the  courfe  of  this  year  the  French  lolt  fixteea 
men  of  war^,  while  the  Englifh  loft  no  more  than  three '= :  the 
French  loft  forty-nine  privateers  and  armed  merchantmen,  car- 
rying 619  guns  and  3824  men.  The  diminution  of  their  com- 
merce, and  the  dread  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifli, 
prevented  many  of  their  trading  vefTels  from  venturing  to  fea. 
Of  thefe,  however,  they  loft  104;  and  not  lefs  than  176  neu- 
tral veflcls,  laden  with  the  rich  produce  of  the  French  colonies, 
or  with  military  and  naval  flores,  to  enable  them  to  continue  the 
war,  rewarded  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifli  navy.  The  lofs  of 
fhips,  on. the  part  of  Great  Britain,  amounted  to  three  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  a  conliderable  number,  but  confifting  chiefly 
of  empty  tranfports,  and  coafting  or  difarmed  veflcls,  of  little 
value  or  importance. 

The  capture  of  fo  many  of  the  enemy's  vefTels,  though  it 
added  much  wealth  and  glory  to  thofe  concerned  in  maritime 
affairs,  was  not  the  only,  or  even  the  principal  advantage  which 
Great  Britain  derived  from  the  fpirited  efforts  of  her  feamen. 
The  conquefts  acquired  to  the  nation  were  ftill  more  important. 
Not  to  mention  the  taking  of  fort  Du  Quefne,  on  the  river 

d  The/e  were  the  Foudroyant  of  80  guns  ;  the  Efperance  74;  the  Alcide,  Ly«, 
Orpheus,  Raifonable,  of  64  each  ;  the  Arc  en  CicI  and  Due  d'Aquitaine  of  50 
gur.s  each  ;  the  Aqu  Ion  of  48 ;  the  Royal  Chariot  and  Hermione  of  36  each; 
the  Melampe,  Emerald,  and  Nymph,  of  34;  the  Brunc  of  30;  and  the  Galatea 
of  31, 

"  Thefe  were  the  Warwick  of  60  guns;  the  Greenwich,  jo  j  the  Winchelfea, 
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A.  D.  Ohio,  a  place  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  on  account  both  of 
1758.  its  ftrength  and  fituation  j  the  acquilition  of  the  ftrong  fortrefs 
of  Louifbourg,  with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John ; 
the  den^oHtion  of  Frontenac,  and  the  reduclion  of  Senegal, 
were  events  not  more  deftrudive  to  the  commerce  and  colonies 
of  France,  than  advantageous  to  thofe  of  Great  Britain:  even 
the  Britifh  expeditions  to  the  coafi:  of  France,  though  conduced 
with  httle  prudence,  brought  glory  and  renown  to  the  invaders, 
and  taught  an  ambitious  people,  that,  while  they  were  intent 
on  ravaging  the  territory  of  their  neighbours,  their  own  domi- 
nions were  flill  within  the  reach  of  the  Britifli  thunder. 

The  repeated  triumphs  of  the  year  had  infpircd  the  EnglifK 
with  a  warlike  enthufiafm  :  they  difcourfed  about  nothing  but 
new  plans  of  conqueft ;  and  every  object  appeared  inconfiderable, 
compared  with  military  glory.  In  this  difpofition  of  the  nation, 
the  king  aflembled  the  parliament  the  23d  day  of  November. 
The  lord-keeper,  who  harangued  them  in  his  name,  (the  king 
being  indifpofed),  recapitulated  the  glorious  events  of  the  war, 
and  obferved,  that,  as  it  was  uncommonly  extenfive,  it  mull 
iikewife  be  uncommonly  burdenfome  ;  but  that  no  higher  fup- 
plies  fliould  be  required,  than  fuch  as  were  adequate  to  the  ne- 
ceffary  fervices.  The  nation  were  not  at  prefent  of  a  temper  to 
refufe  any  reafonable  demand.  They  voted,  therefore,  fixty 
thoufand  feamen,  including  fourteen  thouiand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five  marines,  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year;  and  they 
granted  for  their  maintainance  the  fum  of  thi'ee  millions  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  BefiJes  this,  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  were  voted  towards  the  building  and  re- 
pairing of  fhips  of  war.  Thefe  fums  together,  how  enormous 
foever  they  may  appear,  amounted  to  little  more  than  was  an- 
nually expended  in  fubfidies  to  German  princes,  and  pay  to 
German  troops.  Yet  the  former  rendered  the  Englilli  nan:ie 
illufcrious  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  while  the  advantages 
of  the  latter  ftill  remain  undifcovered. 
'759*  The  operations  of  the  year  1759  began  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  a  fquadron  of  nine  fliips  of 
the  line,  with  one  frigate  and  four  bomb-ketches,  as  well  as 
fiXty  tranfports,  cor.taining  fix  regiments  of  foot,  commandecj 
by  general  Hopfon,  failed  thither,  with  orders  to  attack  andi 

reduc«i 


.J 


o  F    K I  N  G     G  E  O  R  G  E    IL  17,5 

reduce  the  French  Caribbee  iflands.  The  fleet  was  to  be  under  A.  D„ 
the  orders  of  commodore  Moore,  who  was  ah-eady  in  thofei7S9s 
parts.  Martinico,  as  the  feat  of  government,  and  the  centre  of 
commerce,  is  the  moft  conliderable  of  thefe  iflands.  The  prin- 
cipal towns  are  St.  Pierre  and  Port-Royal,  places  ftrong  by  na- 
ture and  art,  and  at  that  time  defended  by  a  numerous  and 
weil-difciplined  militia,  as  well  as  by  a  confidei-able  body  of 
regular  troops.  Port-Royal  was  the  firft  objetl  of  Englifli  am- 
bition. The  fliips  of  war  eafily  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
batteries  and  entrenchments,  and  the  troops  landed  without 
meeting  any  conliderable  oppofition  :  but  after  they  had  effedled 
their  landing,  they  found  it  impoffible  to  convey  the  cannon  tf> 
a  lufficient  vicinity  for  attacking  the  town.  General  Hopfou 
judged  the  difficulties  on  the  land  fide  unfurmountable.  Com- 
modore Moore  thought  it  impoffible  to  land  the  cannon  nearer 
the  town  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  thefe  opinions,  the  forces 
were  re-embarked,  in  order  to  proceed  to  St.  Pierre.  When 
they  had  arrived  before  that  place,  and  examined  its  fituation^ 
new  difficulties  arofe,  which  occafioned  a  council  of  war.  The 
commodore  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  reduce  the  town, 
but,  as  the  troops  had  fuffered  greatly  by  difeafes,  and  thefliips 
might  be  fo  much  difabled  in  the  attack,,  as  to  prevent  thena 
from  availing  themfelves  of  their  fuccefs,  and  from  undertaking 
any  other  expedition  during  that  feafon,  he  advifed,  that  th^ 
armament  ffiould  be  brought  before  Guadaioupe,  the  reduaioii 
of  which  would  tend  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  Engliffi  fugar 
iflands.  Guadaioupe  falls  little  ffiort  of  Martinico  in  the  quan- 
tity and  richnefs  of  its  produ£tions.  It  long  continued,  however, 
in  a  languilliing  condition,  the  French  having  treated  Martinico 
with  the  predileclion  of  a  partial  mother  for  a  favourite  child,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  all  her  other  coloni-s.  But  the  fituariori 
and  natural  advantages  of  Guadaioupe  abundantly  juftified  tha 
opinion  of  commodore  Moore  5  and  if  our  miniiters  had  un- 
d€rrtood  the  value  of  fuch  a  conqueft,,  this  ifland  might  have 
ftill  continued  a  bright  gem  in  the  Britifli  crown.  The  fleet 
arrived,  on  the  23d  of  January,  before  the  town  of  Bafleterrc, 
the  capital  of  Guadaioupe,  a  place  of  confideriblc  extent,  de- 
fended by  a  ftrong  battery,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  cliief 
engineer,  could  not  be  redi!ced  by  the  n~.ipping.     But  common' 
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A;  D.  dore  Moore  entertained  very  different  fentiments,  and  brought 
*7S9*  his  fhips  to  bear  on  the  town  and  citadel.    The  Lyon,  a  fliip  of 
60  guns,  commanded  by  captain  Trelawney,  began  the  engage- 
ment, againft  a  battery  of  ninety  guns  :  the  reft  of  the  fledt 
took  their  ftations  a-breafl:  of  the   other  batteries,   and  the  ac- 
tion, in  a  httle  time,  became  general.     The  commodore,  meani 
while,   fliifted  his  flag  into  the  "Woolwich  frigate,  and   kept 
aloof  without  gun-fliot,  that  he  might  have  a  more  diftindl  view 
of  the  ftate  of  the  battle  ;  an  expedient  feldom  prat!lifed,  though 
the  propriety  of  it  cannot  admit  of  the  fmalleft  doubt.    All  the 
fea  commanders  behaved  with  extraordinary  fpirit  and  refolution 
in  the  attack;  particularly  captains  Leflie,  Burnet,  Gayton,  Je- 
kyl,  Trelawney  and  Shuldam.  The  adlion  had  lafted  from  nine 
in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  (ire  of  the 
citadel  was  lilenced.    The  Burford  and  Berwick  being  driven  td 
lea,  captain  Shuldam  in  the  Panther,  was   unfupported,   and 
two  batteries  played  on  the  Rippon,  captain  Jekyl,  who  filen- 
ced  one  of  them,  but  could  not  prevent  his  veffel  from  running 
a-ground.     The  enemy,  perceiving  her  difafter,  affembled  oii 
the  hill,  lined  the  trenches,  and  poured  in  a  fevere  fire  of 
mufquetry  :  they  afterwards  brought  an  eighteen  pounder  td 
bear,  and,  for  two  hours,  raked  her  fore  and  aft  with  great' 
effeft:  a  box,  containing  nine  hundred  cartridges,  blew  up  oii 
the  poop,  and  fet  the  fhip  on  fire.    The  captain  hoifted  a  fignal 
of  diftrefs,  which  brought  captain  LeHie,  in  the   Briflol,   who 
ran  in  between  the  Rippon  and  the  battery,  and  engaged  with 
fuch  impetuofity,   as  faved    captain   Jekyl    from    deftruftion, 
which  otherwife  was  unavoidable.     At  feven  in  the  evening, 
the  large  fhips  having  filenced  the  batteries  to  which  they  Were 
oppofed,  the  four  bombs  began  to  play  on  the  town,  with  Ihells 
and  carcafles.     In  a  fhort  time  the  houfes  were  in  flames,  the 
magazines  of  gunpowder  blew  up  with  a  terrible  explofion,  and 
the  fugar,   rum,  and  other  combuftible  materials  compofing  a 
continued  and  permanent  line  of  fire,  formed  a  fuitable  back- 
ground  to  this  terrible  pi(fture. 

Notvvithftanding  the  vivacity  of  the  engagement,  the  lofs,  on 
the  part  of  the  Britilh,  was  not  very  confiderable.  Next  day  our 
f.eet  came  to  anchor  in  the  road,  off  Bafleterre,  having  in- 
ferccpted  fsveral  fiiips,  which  had  turned  out  and  endeavoured 
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to  efcape.  They  found  the  hulls  of  feveral  more  veflcls,  which  A.  D. 
the  enemy  had  fet  on  fire,  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  their  1  75y. 
hands.  The  troops  landed  in  the  afternoon,  without  oppolition, 
took  pofTeffion  of  the  town  and  citadel,  and  difplayed  the  Britifl^ 
colours  on  the  walls.  The  country,  however,  was  ftill  far  from 
being  reduced :  it  ahounded  in  mountains  and  narrow  defiles,  ot 
difficult  and  dangerous  accefs ;  and  ahhough  the  governor, 
Monfieur  D'Etrsuil,  pofTeffed  neither  bravery  nor  condudl,  the 
inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe  were  determined  to  defend  their  pof- 
feffions  to  the  laft  extremities.  It  is  foreign  to  our  defign  to 
enter  into  any  detail  of  the  operations  by  land,  which  were  drawn 
out  to  an  extraordinary  length.  The  French  were  too  prudent 
to  hazard  a  general  engagement  with  regular  troops:  they  de- 
termined to  weary  them  out,  if  poffible,  by  maintaining  a  kind 
of  petty  war,  in  detached  parties,  in  which  the  Britilh  were 
harafled  by  hard  duty,  and  fuffered  greatly  by  difeafes  in  an 
unhealthy  climate,  ill  fupplied  with  thofe  conveniencies  to  which 
they  were  accuftomed.  In  this  manner  the  war  continued  from 
the  24th  of  January  till  the  firil  of  May,  when  the  inhabitants 
of  Guadaloupe  thought  proper  to  capitulate.  Their  example  was 
followed,  a  few  days  afterwards,  by  thofe  of  Delirade,  Santo?, 
and  Petite-terre,  three  fmall  idands  in  that  neighbourhood;  and, 
on  the  26th  cf  May,  the  ifland  of  Marie-Galante  likewife 
furrendered,  which  left  the  French  no  footing  in  the  Leeward 
Iflands. 

Thefe  conqucfts  being  happily  f.nlfhed,  part  of  the  troops 
were  fent  in  the  tranfports  to  England.  They  failed  the  3d  of 
July  from  the  harbour  of  Bafieterre  ;  and  next  day  commodore 
Moore's  fquadron  was  joined  by  two  fliips  of  the  line,  which 
rendered  him  greatly  iuperior  to  Mr.  de  Bompart,  the  French 
commodore,  who  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Mariinico.  At  this 
time  vice-admiral  Cotes  commanded  in  the  Jamaica  llatlon  j  but 
neither  he  nor  Moore  could  bring  Mr.  de  Bompart  to  an  en- 
gagement :  fo  that  the  naval  tranlaclions  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  confifted  folely  in  the  taking 
of  feveral  rich  prizes  and  armed  fliips  of  the  enemy,  by  cruizers 
detached  from  the  Englifli  fquadrons. 

The  redudlion  of  Guadaloupe,  and  the  neighbouring  iflands, 
afTorded  an  aufpicioiis  omen  for  the  fucccfs  of  the  Britilh  opera- 
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A.  D.  tions  in  North  America.  Thefe  were  carried  on  in  the  vear 
*759*  I759j  on  the  moft  extenfive  fcale.  Tht;  I'plendour  of  mihtary 
triumph,  and  the  difplay  of  extraordinary  genius  in  the  art  of 
war,  ecUpied,  in  fome  sneafure,  the  glory  of  the  navy.  But  if 
we  coniider  the  conduct  of  the  war  with  attention,  we  (hall 
find,  that  our  admirals  had  a  principal  fhare  in  the  happy  confe- 
quences  which  refulted  even  fi"om  our  military  expeditions. 
The  hearty  and  powerful  co-operation:  of  the  navy  facilitated 
every  enterprize;  but  the  nation,  fond  of  novelty,  and  tranfport- 
ed  with  their  fucceffcs  by  land,  to  which  they  were  lefs  accuf- 
tomed,  conferred  the  moft  exalted  honours  on  their  generals^ 
while  they  hardly  bellowed  due  praife  on  their  naval  comman- 
ders. About  the  middle  of  February,  a  fquadron  of  twenty-one 
fail  f  of  the  line  failed  from  England,  under  the  command  of  the 
admirals  Saunders  and  Holmes,  two  gentlemen  of  approved 
honour  and  bravery.  By  the  21ft  of  April  they  were  in  fight 
of  Louifbourg ;  but,  the  harbour  being  blocked  up  with  ice, 
they  were  obliged  to  bear  away  for  Halifax.  From  hence  they 
detached  rear-admiral  Durel,  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  the  ifle 
of  Courdres,  rn  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  hopes  that  he  might 
intercept  a  fleet  of  French  tranfports  and  victuallers  deftined 
for  Quebec.  He  accordingly  took  two  ftore-ihips  j  but,  before 
he  reached  his  (lation,  feventeen  fail  of  tranfports  had  already 
got  to  the  capital  of  Canada.  Meanwhile  admirjil  Saunders 
arrived  at  Louilbourg,  and  took  on  board  eight  thoufand  troops, 
under  the  command  of  general  Wolfe,  whofe  name  is  fo  illu- 
ftrious  in  the  memoirs  of  the  prefent  year.  With  this  armament 
it  was  intended,  that  the  general  lliould  proceed  up  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  and  undertake  the  fiege  of  Quebec.    The  reduc- 
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tion  of  this  wealthy  and  populous  city,  wbich  gave  an  opening  A.  D. 
to  the  pofleffion  of  all  Canada,  was  the  objeft  to  which  all  the  1 759* 
other  operations  of  the  Englifh  in  North  Ainerica  were  fubrcr- 
vient,  and  which  they  wea-e  defigned  to  afTul:.  Fur  this  pur- 
pofe  general  Amherft,  who  commanded  an  army  of  reguLirs 
and  provincials,  amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  was  order- 
■ed  to  reduce  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  crofs  the  lake 
•Champlain,  and  proceed  along  the  river  Riciieiieu,  to  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  ciTcft  a  jun«£lion  with  the  armament 
under  Wolfe  and  iSaunders.  For  the  fame  purpofe,  general 
Prideaux,  who  commanded  the  provincials  of  New  York,  wirh 
a  large  body  of  the  Indians  of  the  five  nations,  cdllefted  by  the 
influence  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  was  commiffioned  to  inveft 
the  French  fort  erected  near  the  fall  of  Niagara,  and,  having 
feized  that  important  pafs,  to  embark  on  the  lake  Ontario,  fall 
down  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  co  operate  with  the  united 
armies.  This  fcheme,  however,  was  too  refined  and  complica- 
ted to  be  put  in  execution.  Ihe  operations  began  by  the  taking 
of  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga ;  the  Engliili  ftandard  w«s 
alfo  difplayed  at  Niagara.  But  thefe  events  were  not  of  the 
fmalleft  importance  in  effefting  the  conqueft  of  -Quebec ;  n&r 
did  the  troops  engaged  in  them  afibrd  any  afhftance  to  the 
northern  armament.  This,  of  itfelf,  under  fuch  commanders 
as  Wolfe  and  Saunders,  ieconded  by  the  happy  flar  of  Britain, 
which  every  where  prevailed  in  the  prefent  year,  was  fufficient 
to  perform  far  more  than  had  been  expecfted,  and  to  overcame 
obftacles  of  art  and  nature,  that,  at  firft  fight,  appeared  unl'ur- 
niountable. 

Admiral  Saunders  arrived  the  latter  end  of  June,  with  his 
whole  eiTibarkatian,  at  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  a  few  leagues  from 
Quebec.  As  he  had  difcovered  Tome  excellent  charts  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  in  vfiTels  taken  from  the  enemy,  he  expe- 
rienced none  of  thofe  difhcukies  with  which  the  navigation  of 
this  immenfe  ftream  is  faid  to  be  attended.  The  ifland  of  Or- 
ienns  extends  quite  up  to  the  bafon  of  Qji^iebec,  and  its  molt 
welferly  point  advances  to  a  high  propiontory  on  the  continent, 
called  Point  Levi,  I'oth  thefe  were  at  prefent  occupied  by  the 
French,  but  not  wirh  fuch  powerful  guards  as  their  importance 
re,']uired.     The  firft  op-rntion  of  general  Wolfe's  troops  was  to 
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A-  D.  t^'fioclge  the  enemy,  and  to  fccure  thefe  ports,  without  the  com- 
^759- mand  of  which  the  fleet  could  not  have  Iain  in  fafety  in  the 
harbour  of  Quebec.  This  city  now  appeared  full  to  view,  at 
once  a  tempting  and  difcouraging  fight:  no  place  is  more  far 
voured  by  nature,  and  there  is  none  of  wliich  nature  feems 
more  to  have  confulted  the  defence  :  it  confifts  of  an  upper  and 
lower  town,  the  former  built  on  a  lofty  rock,  which  runs  with 
'A  bold  and  fceep  front  along  the  weitern  banks  oi  the  river  S,t. 
Lawrence:  at  the  termination  of  this  ridge,  the  river  St. 
Charles,  from  the  north-weft,  and  the  St.  Lawrence  join  their 
\i-aves,  which  renders  the  ground  on  which  Quebec  ftands  a 
fort  of  peninfula.  On  the  fide  of  St.  Lawrence  is  a  bank  of 
fand,  which  prevents  the  approach  of  large  veficls  to  the  town  ; 
an  enemy,  therefore,  who  attacks  it,  mufi:  either  traverfe  the 
precipice  which  I  have  mentioned,  or  crofs  the  river  St.  Charles. 
if  he  attempts  the  former,  he  muft  overcome  a  dangerous  rock, 
defended  by  the  whole  force  of  the  befieged,  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  polt  would  draw  thither.  The  difficulty  of  ap- 
proaching the  place,  by  Charles  River,  is  not  lefs  confiderable, 
as  all  the  country  to  the  northward,  for  more  than  five  miles, 
is  rough,  broken  and  unequal,  full  of  rivulets  and  gullies,  and 
h  continues  to  the  river  of  Montmorenci,  which  flows  by  the 
foot  of  a  ftcep  and  woody  hill.  Between  the  two  rivers  the 
French  army  was  ported,  their  camp  ftrongly  fortified,  and 
their  forces,  amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  commanded 
by  Mr.  Montcalm,  a  general  of  tried  bravery  and  condu(£l. 
General  AVolfe,  having  feized  the  wert  point  of  the  ifle  of  Or- 
leans, and  that  of  Levi,  created  batteries  on  the  high  grounds, 
which  fired  continually  on  the  town.  Admiral  Saunders  was 
ftationed  in  the  north  channel  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  oppofite 
the  Falls  of  Montmorenci,  v/hile  admiral  Hohnes  proceeded  up 
ihe  river  St.  Lawrence,  beyond  Quebec,  which  not  only  divert- 
ed the  enemy's  attention  from  the  quarter  on  which  the  attack 
was  intended,  but  prevented  their  attempts  againft  the  batteries 
already  ere£led  by  the  Englirti.  But,  notwithftanding  this  ad- 
vantageous pofition,  to  undertake  the  Gege  of  a  city  fkilfully 
fortified,  well  fupplied  with  prdvifions  and  ammunition,  and  de- 
fended by  an  army  far  fuperior  to  that  of  the  befiegers,  was  a 
«^efign  fo  bold  and  adventurous,  that  even  the  fanguine  temper 
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of  general  Wolfe  began  to  defpair  of  its  fuccefs  :  yet,  what-  A.  D. 
ever  it  was  poflible  to  perform,  he  was  determined  to  at-  1759' 
tempt.  He  caufed  the  troops,  therefore,  to  be  tranfported 
over  the  north  channel  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
north-eaft  of  Montmorenci,  with  a  view,  after  he  had  crolTed 
the  latter,  of  moving  towards  the  enemy's  flanks,  and  en- 
ticing them  to  an  engagement  But  his  endeavours  in  this  way 
proved  inefleclual,  Mr.  Montcalm  having  chofen  his  fitua- 
tion  with  too  much  judgment  to  abandon  it  imprudently. 
Meanwhile  the  fleet  had  been  expofed  to  the  moft  imminent 
danger.  A  violent  florm  had  caufed  feveral  tranfports  to  run 
foul  of  each  other  ;  many  boats  foundered,  and  fome  large 
fhips  loft  their  anchors.  The  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  the 
coniufion  produced  by  this  difafler,  fent  down  feven  fire-fliips 
from  Quebec  at  midnight,  which  mud  have  been  attended  with 
the  molt  fatal  confequences  to  the  whole  expedition,  had  not 
the  Englifli  failors  refolutely  boarded  thefe  inftruments  of  de- 
ftruclion,  run  them  faft  a-ground,  and  prevented  them  from 
doing  the  fmalleft  damage  to  the  Britifli  fquadron. 

The  general,  defpairing  of  being,  able  to  decoy  the  enemy  to 
an  engagement,  -and  fenllble  that  the  approach  of  winter  would 
put  an  end  to  all  military  operations  in  that  northern  climate, 
came  at  lafl  to  the  refolution  of  forcing  the  French  entrench- 
ments. The  beft  difpofitions  were  made  for  this  purpofe  both 
by  fea  and  land;  but  the  defign  was  difappointed  by  an  accident 
■which  could  neither  be  forefeen  nor  prevented  :  the  Englifh 
grenadiers,  who  led  the  attack,  had  orders  to  form  themfelves 
on  the  beach  ;  but,  inftead  of  attending  to  this  necelTary  in- 
junction, they  rufhed  with  an  impetuous  ardour  towards  the 
enemy's  entrenchments  in  the  mofl  tumultuous  confufion  :  they 
were  met  by  a  violent  and  fteady  fire,  which  prevented  them 
from  being  able  to  form,  and  obliged  them  to  take  flielter  be- 
hind a  redoubt,  which  the  French  had  abandoned  on  their  ap- 
proach. There  they  were  forced  to  continue  till  night  came  on, 
when  it  was  necelTary  to  make  a  retreat,  which  could  not  be 
efFefted  without  confiderble  lofs. 

This  check  is  faid  to  have  had  a  flrong  effefl  on  the  mind  and 
health  of  general  Wolfe,  who  faw  all  his  own  meafures  mif- 
carry,  while  thofe  of  other  commanders  in  North  America, 

during 
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A.  D.  during  the  fame  year,  had  been  attended  with  extraordinary  fuc- 
1759.  cefs.  About  this  time  he  fent  home  a  letter,  couched  in  terms 
of  defpondency,  but  which  dilpbyed  a  fpirit  that  would  continue 
the  campaign  to  the  laft  polilble  moment.  As  it  feemed  nccef- 
fary  to  abandon  all  farther  profpe£ts  of  gaining  any  advantage 
on  the  fide  of  Montmorenci,  admiral  Holmes's  fquadron,  which 
had  returned  to  affifl:  in  the  late  unfuccefsful  attack,  was  again 
ordered  to  move  up  the  river  for  feveral  days  fuccellively.  This 
had  a  better  effe£l  than  before;  for,  though  Montcalm  kept  his 
iituation,  he  detache-d  Mr.  de  Bougainville  with  1500  men  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  Englifii  admiral.  Admiral  Saunders, 
•who  ftill  remained  in  his  firft  pofitlon,  was  ordered  to  make  a 
feint  with  every  appearance  of  reality,  as  if  the  troops  had  in- 
tended to  land  below  the  town,  and  attack  the  French  entrench- 
ments on  the  Beauport  fhore.  While  the  enemy  were  amufed 
by  thefe  movements,  the  general  embarked  his  troops  aboard  the 
tranfports  the  12th  July  at  one  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded 
three  leagues  farther  up  the  river  than  the  intended  place  of  land- 
ing :  then  he  put  them  into  boats,  and  fell  down  filently  with  the 
tide,  unobferved  by  the  French  centinels  ported  along  the  fhore  : 
the  iliips  of  v/ar  followed  them,  and,  by  a  well-condu£led  na- 
vigation, arrived  exadlly  at  the  time  concerted,  to  cover  their 
landing.  When  they  were  put  on  fliore,  a  hill  appeared  be- 
fore them  extremely  high  and  fteep,  having  a  little  winding 
path,  fo  narrow  that  two  men  could  not  go  abreaft,  and  even 
this  ftrongly  entrenched  and  defended  by  a  captain's  guard. 
This  fmaii  body  was  fpeedily  diflodged  by  the  Englifh  light  in- 
fantry, after  which  the  whole  army  afceuded  the  hill,  and  at 
<jay-break  appeared  regularly  formed  in  order  of  battle. 

Montcalm  could  hardly  believe  the  advices  that  were  brought 
him,  fo  impregnable  did  he  imagine  the  city  to  be  on  this  fide: 
but  his  own  obfervation  foon  convinced  him  of  the  EngbOi 
movements,  and  thar  the  high  town  might  be  attac'keJ  by  their 
army,  while  the  low  town  might  be  deftroyed  bv  their  fleet. 
It  was  thus  become  necelTarv,  notwithilriudinp-  all  his  difinclina- 
tion  to  fiich  a  mera'ure,  to  decide  the  fate  of  Quebec  by  th-c  , 
€vrnt  of  a  battle  :  accordingly  he  quitted  Beauport,  paffed  the 
river  St.  Charles,  and  formed  his  troops  oppofite  to  the  Englifli 
ai-my.     The   fuccefs  of  this  engagement,  conducted  with  the 


6  F     King     G  E  O  R  G  E    II.  14^ 

moft  deliberate  wifdom,  united  with  the  mofl:  heroic  bravery,  put  A.  D. 
Great  Britain  in  poiTeffion  of  the  capital  of  French  America.  It  1759. 
is  foreign  to  my  defign  to  defcribe  the  judicious  difpofition,  ani- 
mated behaviour,  and  fteady  perfevering  courage  of  the  Britifh 
troops  :  thefe  were  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  redudion  of 
Quebec ;  but  the  matter  could  not  have  been  brought  to  this 
illue,  had  not  the  marine  co-operated  virith  an  unanimity,  ardour, 
and  perfeverance,  that  can  never  be  enough  celebrated.  When 
the  EnglKh  entered  the  place,  they  found  the  fortifications  in 
tolerable  order,  but  the  houfes  nlmoft  totally  demoliflied.  Five 
thoufand  men  were  left  to  defend  the  garrifon,  and  the  remain- 
der returned  to  England  with  the  fleet,  which  failed  foon,  left 
it  fhould  be  locked  up  by  the  froft  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

if  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eafi:  Indies,  we 
ffiall  find  the  Britidi  arms  equally  triumphant.  The  French 
•were  uniuccefsful  in  all  their  attempts  by  land,  particularly  in 
the  fiege  of  Madras :  they  had  flill,  however,  a  confiderable 
fuperiorlty  of  land-forces  in  India,  and  they  had  drained  every 
nerve  to  enable  the  fleet  under  Mr.  d'Ache  to  cope  with  that 
of  admiral  Pocock.  The  former  was  augmented  to  eleven  ^  fail 
of  the  line,  bcfides  frigates  and  ftore-fhips,  an  armament  hither- 
to unknown  in  the  Indian  feas.  The  Englifh  commander  no 
fooner  had  intelligence  of  their  arrival  in  thofe  parts,  than  he 
failed  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  determined,  by  the  moft 
unremitted  exertions  of  vigilance,  to  purfcse,  and  give  them  bat- 
tle. This  refolution  fliows  the  ardour  and  fpirit  of  the  Englifh 
navy  at  this  period,  as  their  enemies  had  a  fuperiority  of  192 
guns,  2365  men,  befides  a  great  advantage  in  the  fize  of  their 
iliips  ''.  In  the  morning  of  the  fecond  of  September  the  French 
fleet  were  defcried  from  the  mafl-head  :  admiral  Pocock  imme- 
diately threw  cut  the  fignal  for  a  general  chace ;  but,  the  wind 
abating,  he  could  not  approach  near  enough  to  engage,  thouph 

e  Thcfe  were;                                                                                       Guns.  Men. 

Guns.  Men,  The  r'lu({re,              —  04  oo© 

The  Zodijque,         —              74     6(Jo  The  Foitiine,               —  04  Coo 

Minataur,                  —              -4     660  The  Avenger,          —  64  joo 

The  Count  of  Provence,        74     660  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  60  500 

The  Centaur,             —          70     C60  The  .St.  Louis,           —  c,o  500 

:  The  Aaive,              —          c^     600  The  Duke  vf  iijuroojine,      60  500 

^  See  a  lift  of  the  EngViih  vcfiels,  p.  431. 

he 


144  NAVALHISTORY 

A.  D.  he  crowded  all  the  fail  he  could  carry  :  during  feveral  days  his 
1759*  endeavours  to  bring  the  French  fleet  to  an  engagement,  which, 
they  always  declined,  were  equally  fruitlefs.  At  length  they 
totally  difappeared,  and  the  admiral  ftood  for  Pondicherry,  on 
a  fuppofition  that  they  intended  to  fail  thither.  His  conjedure 
Was  well  founded  ;  for  on  the  eighth  day  of  September  he  ob- 
fcrved  them  landing  to  the  fouthward,  and  on  the  tenth,  about 
two  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  d'Acbe,  feeing  no  pofFibility  to 
efcape,  made  the  fignal  for  battle.  The  cannonading  began 
without  farther  delay,  and  both  fquadrons  engaged  with  equal 
jmpetuofity  ;  but  the  French  directing  their  cannon  at  the  mafts 
and  rigging,  while  the  Englifii  fired  only  at  the  hulls  of  the  fhipsj 
the  former  fuftalned  fuch  a  lofs  of  men,  and  found  their  veflcls 
in  Co  fhattered  a  condition  that  they  were  glad  to  iheer  off,  with 
all  their  canvas  fet.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  EngUfli  wast 
not  inconfiderable,  there  being  in  the  whole  i;6g  men  killed  and 
•wounded  :  but  that  on  the  fide  of  the  French  mull  have  been 
far  greater,  as  their  fhips  could  hardly  keep  the  fea,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  ifland  of 
Mauritius,  in  order  to  be  refitted.  Soon  after  this  engagement 
admiral  Cornifii  arrived  from  England  with  four  fliips  of  the 
line,  and  confirmed  the  dominion  of  the  Englifii  over  the  Indian 
'feas. 

The  French,  being  equally  unfuccefsful  in  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America,  fought  in  vain  to  repair  their  misfortunes :  no  foonei* 
was  a  fleet  put  to  fea  than  it  was  either  taken  or  deftroyed :  they 
were  active  to  no  purpofe ;  for,  while  they  built  and  armed 
Veflels  with  the  greatefl:  fpeed  and  diligence,  they  only  labours 
cd  for  the  Englifii,  whofe  fleet  was  continually  augmented  hf 
.4:aptures  from  the  enemy.  But  neither  the  lofs  of  their  pof» 
feflions,  nor  the  defl.rucl:ion  of  their  fleets,  nor  the  complaint* 
of  twenty  millions  of  people  exhaufted  by  opprefllon,  could 
check  the  fatal  ambition  of  the  French  court.  The  miniftry 
feemed  to  derive  courage  from  dcfpair,  and  the  greater  misfor- 
tunes they  fuRainedj  the  more  daring  were  the  projects  which 
they  had  in  agitation.  All  their  ports  were  now  filled  with  pre- 
parations for  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain.  Men  of  war,  tranf- 
ports,  and  iiat-bottomed  boats  were  got  ready  with  the  utmoft 
diligence :  they  talked  of  a  triple  embarkation.     Mr.  Thurotj: 

who;^ 
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who,  from  being  captain  of  a  merchant  velTel,  had  fuccefuvely  A.  D, 
become  a  commander  of  a  privateer,  and  nrow  a  commodore  in  I759« 
the  French  fervice,  commanded  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war  and 
feveral  tranfports  at  Dunkirk,  which,  it  was  believed,  were  in- 
tended againft  Scotland.     The  deilgn  againll  England  was  to  be 
carried  on  from  Havre  de  Grace  and  feme  other  ports  of  Nor- 
mandy, where  a  great  number  of  flat-bottomed  boats  had  been 
prepared  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfporting  troops.    The  third  em- 
barkation, dellined  againft  Ireland,  was  to  be  ma<ie  at  Vannes 
in  the  Lower  Brittany.     The  land-forces  were  commanded  by 
the  Due  d'Aguillon,  while  a  powerful  fquadron  under  Mf.  de 
Conflans  was   to  cover  and  fccure  their  landing.     In  order  to 
countera6l  thefe  machinations,  the  Engliih   niiniftry  ordered  a 
fquadron  under  commodore  Coyce  to  be  ftationed  before  Dun- 
kirk :  admiral  Hawke  was  fent  with  a  large  fleet  to  block  up  th-e 
harbour  of  Brefl,  while  a  fmaller  fleet  kept  a  watch  upon  that  of 
Vannes.  As  to  Havre,  from  which  the  danger  ieemed  moft  im- 
minent, rear-admiral  R.odney  was  difpatched,  with  orders  im- 
mediately to  proceed  to  the    bombardment  of  that  place.     He 
accordingly  anchored  in  the  road  of  Havre  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  and  made  a  difpofition  to  execute  his  inllrufiions.     The 
bomb-ketches  were  placed  in  the  narrow  channel  of  the  river 
leading  to  Honfleur  ;  and,  having   begun  the    bombardment, 
continued  to  throw  their  fl:ieUs  for  above  two   days  without  in- 
termidion.  The  town  was  fet  on  (ire  in  feveral  places,  the  boats 
overfet  or  reduced  to   afhes,  and,  at  the  cxpence  of  nineteen 
hundred  fhells  and  eleven  hundred  carcaiTes,  the  French  pre- 
parations at  Havre  Wefe  tOfally  deftroyed. 

While  the  danger  threatening  England  from  the  northern 
coaft  of  France  v/as  thus  happily  removed,  the  honour  of  the 
Britifli  flag  was  eiFeilually  maintained  by  the  gallant  admiral 
Bofcawen,  who  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  French 
had  alTembled  there  a  confiderabie  armament'  under  the  coin- 

i  It  c  nfifted  of  the  following  fhips :  Le  Modefta,  —  64  guns. 

L'Occan,  —  80  guns.  Le  Lion,  —  64  . 

Le  R.eJouhtable,         —         74  — _.  Le  Tjiton,  —  64  — -. 

Le  Centaur,  —  74   Le  Ficr,  —  ^o  - 


Le  Souverain, 
Le  Guerrier, 
Le  Tf-meraire, 
Le  Fdnta'iquf, 


Mg  fliips : 

Le  Modefta, 

80  guns. 

Le  Lion, 

74  

Le  Tjiton, 

74  

Le  Ficr, 

74  

LOrifl-mme, 

64  

Lc  Chimere, 

74  

La  Minev, 

64  

La  G.aci.ule, 

T 

50 

-        26 


24 
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A.  D.  mand  of  Mr.  de  h  due,  which  fome  believed  to  be  defined 
J  759- for  America,  while  others  conjeclured,  tliat  it  was  defigned  to 
reinforce  the  fquadron  at  Breft,  and  to  co-operate  with  it  in  the 
intended  defcent  on  the  Englifli  coafl.  At  prefent  Mr.  de  la 
Clue  continued  to  lie  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  before  which 
admiral  Bofcawen  took  his  ftation  with  fourteen  Ihips  of  thq 
line'',  befi'Jes  frigates  and  fire-ihips. 

Bofcawen,  having  in  vain  difplayed  the  Britifli  flag  in  fight  of 
Toulon,  j^nd  tried  every  other  art  to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  en- 
{Tagemcnt,  ordered  three  Ibips  of  the  line,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Smith,  Barker,  and  Harland,  to  advance  and  burn  two 
French  veflels  lying  clofe  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  They 
prepared  for  executing  their  orders  with  the  utmoft  alacrity,  but 
met  with  a  warm  reception  froni  feveral  batteries,  which  had 
not  been  before  perceived  ;  and,  the  wind  unfortunately  fubfi- 
ding  into  ^  calm,  they  fufi:ained  fuch  conllderable  damage  as 
made  it  convenient  for  the  Englifh  admiral  to  put  intp  Gibraltar 
to  refit  his  fhattered  fliips.  Mr.  de  la  Clue  feized  this  opportu- 
nity of  failing,  in  hopes  of  paifing  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar  unmo- 
lelled  during  the  abfence  of  the  Englifh  fleet.  But  Bofcawen  had 
previoufly  detached  two  frigates,  of  which  one  cruized  off  Ma- 
laga, and  the  other  hovered  between  Eftepona  and  the  fortrefs 
of  Ceuta,  in  order  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Oa 
the  17th  day  of  Auguft  the  Gibraltar  frigate  made  the  fignal  at 
the  mafl-hegd  for  the  enemy  being  in  fight ;  upon  which  the 
Englifli  fdmiral  without  delay  hove  up  his  anchors,  and  put  to 
fea.  At  day-light  he  defcried  feven  large  fliips,  part  of  Mr.  de 
ia  Clue's  fquadron,  from  which  five  fliips  of  the  line  and  three 
frigates  had  been  feparated  in  the  night.  Having  made  the  fig- 
nal to  chace,  and  to  engage  in  line  of  battle  a-head,  his  fore- 
mofl  fhips  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy  about  half  after 
two.     The  admiral  himfclf  did  not  wait  to  return  the  fire  of  the 

k  Thefe  were  ; 

TheNainur,             — .  90  guns.  The  Intrepid,  —            64  guns. 

Prince                   —                  go  Edgar,  —                   64  — — 

Newark,  —  So  America,  —  64  • 


90  guns. 

The  Intrepid, 

go  

Edgar, 

So  

America, 

74 

St.  Alban's, 

74 

Jfffey, 

74  

Portland, 

70  

Cuerifey, 

Culloden,  —  74  — .  St.  Alban's,  —  60 

Warfpiglit.  —  74  —  J^'f'ey.  —  ^o 

ponqueror,  —                74  Portland,  —  60 

Swififure,  ~-               70  Cuerifey,  —  50 


flernmpfl::^ 
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fternmbfl:,  but  employed  every  efForc  to  come  up  with  the  Ocean,  A.  D. 
which  Mr.  de   la  Clue  commanded  in  perfon  ;  and    about  four  ^75^' 
o'clock  he  ran  athwart  herhawfe,  and  poured  into  her  a  furious 
broadfide,  which  was  returned  with  equal  vivacity.     This  dif- 
pute,  however,  was  not  of  long  continuance  j  for  the   French 
admiral  being  wounded   in  the  engagement,  and  the  next   in 
command  perceiving  that  Bofcawen's  veiTel  had  loft  her  mizen- 
maft  and  top-fail  yards,  went  off  with  all  the  fail  he  could  car- 
ry.   Mr.  Bofcawen  fliiftedhis  flag  from  theNamur  to  the  New- 
ark, and  joined  fome  other  (hips  in  attacking  the  Centaur^  which 
was  obliged  to  ftrike.  The  purfuit  continued  all  night,  and  Mr. 
de  la  Clue,  finding  himfelf  at  day-break  on  the  coaft  of  Portu- 
gal, determined  rather  to  burn  his  Ihips  than  allovv  them  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  vlftors.  When  he  reached  the  Portuguefe 
fhore,  he  put  his  fliip  under  the  prote6lion  of  the  Fort  Almada- 
na,  to  which   the  Englifh  paid  no  regard.     He    himfelf  landed 
with  part  of  his  men  ;  but  the  count  de  Carne,  who  fucceeded. 
to  the  command  of  the  Ocean,  having  received  a  broadfide  froiu 
the  America,  ftruck  his  colours,  and  the  Englifli  took  pofTeifion 
of  this  noble  prize,  deemed  the  befk  fhip  in  the  French  navy. 
Meanwhile    captain  Bentley  brought  off  the  Temeraire,    little 
damaged,  and  having  on  board  all  her  officers  and  men  ;  while 
rear-admiral  Broderic  burnt  the  Redoubtable,  and  took  the  Mo« 
defte.     The  fcattered  remains  of  the  French  fleet  got  with  diffi- 
culty into  the  harbour   of  Cadiz,  where  they  were  foon    after 
blocked  up.  Nothing  was  v/anting  to  complete  the  glory  of  this 
vidlory  ;  for  it  was  obtained  with  the  lofs  of  only  fifty-flx  men 
killed,  and  196  wounded,  and  not  one  officer  loft  in  the  aiftion. 
After  the  memorable  naval  engagement  ofl'  Cape  Lagos,  the 
French  met  with  a  difafter  by  land  equally  calamitous.    The  im- 
portant battle  of  Minden  deprived  them  of  all  hopes   of  again 
getting  pofl^elTion  of  Hanover,  or  of  putting  their  alTairs  in  fuch 
a  fuuation  in  Germany  as  might  aflrord  them  the  profpe£l  of  any 
other  than  an  ignominious  peace.  They  were  under  the  unhappy 
neceffity,  therefore,  of  trying  a  laft  effort  on  an  element  which 
had  hitherto   been  extremely  unpropitious  to  all  their  defigns. 
Their  fole  hopes  how  centered  in  their  fleets  at  Breft  and  Dun- 
kirk, of  which  the  former  was  blocked  up  by  admiral  Hawke, 
and  the  latter  by  coir.modore  Boyce;   They  ftill  expected,  how- 

T  2  t^ver. 
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A.  D.  ever,  that  the  winter  ftorms  would  compel  the  Englifli  fleets  ta 
J  759-  take  refuge  in  their  own  harbours,  and  thus  afford  them  an  op- 
po^tunl^y  to  crofs  the  fea  unoppofed,  and  to  execute  the  obje^ 
of  their  dedination  againft  the  Britilh  coafts.  In  this  expecta- 
tion they  were  not  wholly  difappointed  :  on  the  12th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  which  gathered  into  an  irrefifliblc 
florm,  drove  the  EngHfh  fquadrons  off  the  French  coaft;  Thu- 
rot,  a  French  adventurer,  availed  himfelf  of  this  accident  to  ob- 
tain his  releafe  from  Dunkirk,  without  being  difcovered  by 
commodore  Boyce,  who,  upon  the  firff  information  of  his  de- 
parture, failed  immediately  in  purfuit  of  him  :  but  Thurot  had 
t-he  good  fortune  or  dexterity  to  elude  his  vigilance,  by  entering 
the  port  of  Gottenburg  in  Sweden,  where  he  was  laid  up  till- 
after  Chriflmas  by  the  feverity  of"  the  weather,  and  want  of  ne- 
cefTaries  to  enable  his  Ihips  and  men  to  keep  the  (eas. 

Admiral  Hawkc's  fquadron  had  taken  refuge,  during  the  vio« 
lence  of  the  ftorm,  in  the  harbour  of  Torbay.  When  its  fury 
began  to  fuBfide,  the  French  admiral  Conflaiis,  perceiving  no- 
enemy  on  the  coaff,  immediately  put  to  fea.  But  the  fame  day 
that  he  failed  from  Breft,  the  Englifli  admiral  failed  from  Tor- 
bay.  The  two  fquadrons'  \vere  the  moli  powerful  of  any  em- 
ployed* 
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ployed  In  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  worthy  to   be  entrufTed  A.  D. 
with  the  fate  of  the  two  leading  kingdoms  in  Europe.     Their  i  ^$9* 
forces  were  nearly  efwal,  the  Englifli  being,  by  feme  vclTels, 
more  numerous,  but  having  no  fuperiority  in  number  of  men, 
or  weight  of  metal. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke  directed  his  courfe  for  Quiberon-bay  on 
the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  which  he  conje£lured  would  be  the  ren- 
dezvous of  the  French  fquadron.  But  here  fortune  oppofed  his 
well-concerted  meafures ;  for  a  ftrong  gale  fprung  up  in  an  eaft- 
erly  point,  and  ftrove  the  Englifli  fleet  a  great  way  to  the  weft- 
ward  :  at  length,  however,  the  weather  became  more  favour- 
able, and  carried  them  in  diredlly  to  the  fhore.  The  Maidftone 
and  Coventry  frigates,  who  had  orders  to  keep  a-head  of  the 
fquadron,  difcovered  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  November.  They  were  bearing  to  the  northward  be- 
tween the  ifland  of  Belleifle  and  the  main  land  of  France.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  threw  out  a  iignal  for  feven  of  his  fliips,  that 
w^ere  n^areft,  to  chace,  in  order  to  detain  the  French  fleet  until 
they  themfelves  could  be  reinforced  with  the  reft  of  the  fqua- 
dron, which  were  ordered  to  form  into  a  line  of  battle  a-head^ 
as  they  chaced,  that  no  time  might  be  loft  in  the  purfuit.  Thefe 
manoeuvres  indicated  the  utmoft  refolution  and  intrepidity  ;  for 
at  this  time  the  waves  rolled  mountains  high,  the  v/eather  grev? 
Biore  and  more  tempeftuous>  and  the  fea,  on  this  treacherous 
eoaft,  was  indented  with  fand  and  flioals,  iliallows  and  rocks* 
as  unknown  to  the  Englifli  pilots  as  they  were  familiar  to  thofe 
of  the  enemy.  But  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  animated  by  the  in- 
nate fortitude  of  his  own  heart  and  the  warm  love  of  his  country, 
difregarded  every  danger  and  obfi:acle  that  flood  in  the  way  of 
his  obtaining  the  important  ftake  which  now  depended.  Mr.  de 
Conflans  might  have  hazarded  a  fair  battle  on  the  open  fea  with- 
out the  imputation  of  temerity  j.  but  he  thought  proper  to  attempt 
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A.  D.  a  more  artful  game,  which,  however,  he  did  not  play  with  Hit 
*  759*  addrefs  which  his  fituation  required.  As  he  was  unwilling  to  rilk 
a  fair  engagement,  he  could  have  no  other  view  but  to  draw 
the  Englifh  fquadron  among  the  rocks  and  (hoals,  that,  at  a  pro- 
per time,  he  might  take  advantage  of  any  difafter  that  befel  them  : 
but,  fludtuating  between  a  refolution  to  fight  and  an  inclination 
to  fly,  he  allowed  the  Britiih  fliips  to  come  up  with  him,  and 
then  crowded  his  fail  when  it  was  too  late  to  efcape.  At  half 
an  hour  after  two  the  van  of  the  Enghfh  fleet  began  the  engage- 
ment with  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  Formidable  commanded 
by  the  French  rear-admiral  Mr.  du  Verger,  behaved  with  un- 
common refolution,  and  returned  many  broadfides  poured  into 
her  by  the  Englifh  fliips  as  they  palTed  to  bear  down  on  the 
van  of  the  French.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  referved  his  fire, 
and  ordered  his  mafter  to  carry  him  along-fide  of  the  French 
admiral.  The  pilot  obferved,  that  he  could  not  obey  his 
orders  without  the  mod  imminent  rifle  of  running  upon  a 
llioal :  the  brave  admiral  replied,  *'  You  have  done  your  duty 
*'  in  pointing  out  the  danger  ;  you  now  are  to  obey  my  com- 
«*  mands,  and  lay  me  along-fide  the  Soleil  Royal."  While 
the  pilot  was  preparing  to  gratify  his  defire,  the  Thesee,  a 
French  (hip  of  feventy  guns,  generoufly  interpofed  itfelf  be- 
tween the  two  admirals,  and  received  the  fire  which  Hawke 
had  deffined  for  a  greater  occafion.  In  returning  this  fire, 
the  Thesee  foundered  in  confequence  of  a  high  fea  that  en- 
tered her  lower-deck  ports  :  the  Superbe  fhared  the  fame  fate  . 
the  Heros  flruck  her  colours,  and  the  Formidable  did  the  fame 
about  four  in  the  afternoon.  Darknefs  coming  on,  the  enemy 
fled  towards  their  own  coaft.  Seven  fhips  of  the  line  hove 
their  guns  overboard,  and  took  refuge  in  the  river  Villaine : 
about  as  many  more,  in  a  mod  fhattered  and  miferable  condi- 
tion, efcaped  to  other  ports.  The  wind  blowing  with  redoubled 
violence  on  a  lee  fhore,  Sir  Edward  made  the  fignal  for  anchoring 
to  the  weflward  of  the  Imall  ifland  Dumet,  where  he  continued 
all  night  in  a  very  dangerous  riding,  continually  alarmed  by 
hearing  guns  of  diftrefs.  When  morning  appeared,  he  found 
the  French  admiral  had  run  his  fhip  on  fhore,  where  fhe  was 
foon  after  fet  on  fire  by  her  own  men.  Thus  concluded  this 
memorable  action,  in  which  the  Englifli  fuflained  little   lofs 

but 
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but  what  was  occafioned  by  the  weather.  The  Eflex  and  Re-  A.  D. 
folution  unfortunately  ran  on  a  land-bank  called  Lefour,  where  1759. 
they  were  irrecoverably  loft,  in  fpite  of  all  the  afllftance  that 
could  be  given  ;  but  moft  of  their  men  and  fome  part  of  their 
ftores  were  faved.  In  the  whole  fleet  no  more  than  one  lieu- 
tenant and  thirty-nine  feamen  and  marines  were  killed,  and  two 
hundred  and  two  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  French  in  men 
muft  have  been  prodigious.  All  the  officers  on  board  the  For- 
midable were  killed  before  (he  ftruck.  They  had,  befides,  four 
of  the  beft  fliips  in  their  navy  deftroyed,  one  taken,  and  the 
whole  of  their  formidable  armament,  the  laft  hope  of  the 
French    marine,  fliattered,  difarmed,  and  diftrelTed. 

It  would  be  unjuft  to  pafs  over  a  circumftance  which  charac- 
terizes the  fpirit  that  diftinguiflied  the  Englifli  navy  at  this 
happy  period.  Admiral  Saunders  happened  to  arrive  from  his 
glorious  Quebec  expedition  a  little  after  Hawke  had  failed. 
Notwithftanding  the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  the  feverity  of 
the  duty  in  which  he  had  been  fo  long  employed,  he  loft  not  a 
moment  in  fetting  fail,  with  a  view  to  partake  the  danger  and 
honour  of  the  approaching  engagement.  Fortune  did  not  favour 
the  generofity  of  his  intentions.  He  was  too  late  to  give  affift- 
ance;  but  fuch  a  refolution  was  alone  equal  to  a  victory. 

Under  fuch  commanders  it  was  impoffible  that  the  Englifti 
fhould  not  maintain  the  afcendant  over  their  enemies.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  words  of  a  celebrated  writer,  who  ought  not  on 
this  fubje£l  to  be  fufpe6led  of  partiality,  "  theEnglifh  had  never 
"  fuch  a  fuperiority  at  fea  as  at  this  time."  But,  continues  he, 
f*  they  at  all  times  had  the  advantage  over  the  French.  The  naval 
*'  force  of  France  they  deftroyed  in  the  war  of  1741  ;  they 
*'  humbled  that  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  the  war  of  the  Spanifli  fuc- 
**  ceffion  ;  they  triumphed  at  fea  in  the  reigns  of  Louis  XIII. 
*'  and  Henry  IV.  and  ftill  more  in  the  unhappy  times  of  the 
<'  league.  Henry  VIII.  of  England  had  the  fame  advantage 
**  over  Francis  I.  If  we  examine  into  paft  times,  we  fliall 
"  find,  that  the  fleets  of  Charles  VI.  and  Philip  de  Valols 
"  could  not  withftand  thofe  of  the  kings  Henry  V.  and  Edward 
*<  III.  of  England.  What  can  be  the  reafon  of  this  continual 
»*  fuperiority  ?     Is  it  not  that  the  fea,  which  the  French  can 
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A.  D.  "  live  well  enough  without,  is  eflentially  neceflary  to  the  Eng- 
^^59'  "  liili,  and  that  nations  always  fucceed  beft  in  thofe  things  fof 
*'  which  they  have  an  abfolute  occafion  ?  Is  it  not  alio  becaufe 
"  the  capital  of  England  is  a  fea-port,  and  that  Paris  knows 
"  only  the  boats  of  the  Seine  ?  Is  it  that  the  Englifli  climate 
*'  produces  men  of  a  more  fteady  refolution,  and  of  a  more 
**  vigorous  conftitution,  than  that  of  France,  as  it  produces  the 
<'  bed  horfes  and  dogs  for  hunting  ?"  Fearful  left  he  had  gone 
too  far  in  fuggelting  a  reafon  which  is  doubtlcfs  the  true  one, 
be  returns  to  his  natural  fcepticifin,  and  concludes  in  a  flattering 
flrain ;  <*  but  from  Bayonne  even  to  the  coafts  of  Picardy  and 
*«  Flanders,  France  has  men  of  an  indefatigable  labour;  and 
<«  Normandy  alone  formerly  fubdued  England"^." 

The  events  above  related  compofe  the  principal  operations  of 
the  Britilh  navy  during  the  prefent  year.  But  befides  the  aclions 
of  whole  fquadrons,  there  were  a  great  many  captures  made 
by  fingle  fhips,  attended  with  circumftances  highly  honourable 
and  advantageous.  The  Favourite  of  twenty  guns,  commanded 
by  captain  Edwards,  carried  into  Gibraltar  a  French  (lup  of 
twenty-four  guns,  laden  with  the  rich  produdtions  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, valued  at  40,000!.  A  French  privateer  belonging  to 
Granville,  having  on  board  two  hundred  men,  and  mounted 
with  tiventy  cannon,  was  taken  by  the  Montague  captain  Par- 
ker, who  foon  after  made  prize  of  a  fmaller  vefTel  from  Dun- 
kirk, mounted  v/ith  eight  guns,  and  iia'j'ing  on  board  fixty  men. 
About  the  fame  period,  that  is  in  the  month  of  February,  cap- 
tain Graves  of  the  Unicorn  brought  in  the  Moras  privateer  of 
St.  Malo,  carrying  two  hundred  men  and  two  and  twenty 
guns.  The  Veftal  captain  Hood,  belonging  to  admiral  Holmes's 
fquadron  in  the  Weft  Indies,  engaged  a  French  frigate  called 
the  Bellona,  greatly  fuperior  to  the  Veftal  in  nr.en  and  weight 
of  metal,  and,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  which  lalted 
above  two  hours,  took  her,  and  brought  her  fafely  into  port. 
The  EngliOi  frigates  the  Southampton  and  Melampe,  command- 
ed by  the  captains  Gilchrift  and  Hotham,  defcried  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  28th  of  March,  as  they  were  cruizing  to  the  north- 
ward, the  Denae,  a  French  ihip  of  forty  guns  and  three  hun- 
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dred  and  thirty  men.  The  Melampe  came  up  with  her  in  the  A.  D. 
night  a  confiderable  time  before  the  Southampton,  and  with  i759- 
admirable  gallantry  maintained  the  combat  againll  a  fliip  of 
double  her  own  force.  As  they  fought  in  the  dark,  captain 
Gilchrift  was  obliged  to  ly  by  until  he  could  diftinguifli  the  one 
from  the  other.  At  day-break  he  bore  down  on  the  Danae 
with  his  ufual  valour,  and,  after  a  brilk  engagement,  in  which 
fhe  had  forty  men  killed,  and  many  more  wounded,  compellfd 
her  to  furrender.  This  viftory,  however,  was  clouded  by 
a  misfortune  which  happened  to  'he  b.ave  Gilchrift.  He  re- 
ceived a  wound  in  the  flioulder,  which,  though  it  did  not  de- 
prive hirti  of  life,  rendered  him  incapable  of  future  fervice.  On 
the  4th  of  April  another  remarkable  exploit  was  atchieved  by 
his  Majefty's  Ihip  Achilles,  commanded  by  the  honourable  cap- 
tain Barrington.  The  Achilles,  which  mounted  fixty  guns, 
encountered  to  the  weflward  of  Cape  Finifterre,  a  French  lliip 
of  equal  force,  called  the  Count  de  St.  Florentin,  under  ths 
command  of  the  Sleur  de  Montay  After  a  clofe  engagemenc 
of  two  hours,  during  which  the  French  captain  was  llain,  and 
one  hundred  and  fixteen  of  his  men  killed  or  wounded,  the 
Count  de  St.  Florentin  ftruck  her  colours.  She  was  fo  muck 
damaged  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  bring  her  into  Falmouth. 
The  Achilles  had  but  twenty-five  men  killed  or  wounded,  and 
had  fuftained  no  hurt  but  in  her  malls  and  rigging.  On  the 
27th  of  March  captain  Faulkner  of  his  majefty's  ihip  the  Wind- 
for,  mounting  fixty  guns,  difcovered  oft  the  rock  of  Lifbon 
four  large  fhips  to  leeward,  and  gave  them  chace.  As  he  ap- 
proached they  formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  cable's  length  afunder.  He  clofed  with  the  ftern- 
moft  ftiip,  which  fuftained  his  fire  about  an  hour;  and  then, 
upon  a  fignal  given,  the  other  three  edged  off,  and  the  ilfip  en- 
gaged ftruck  her  colours.  She  proved  to  be  the  Duke  de  Char- 
tres,  pierced  for  fixty  guns,  but  having  only  24,  with  a  com- 
plement of  three  hundred  men,  about  thirty  of  whom  were 
knied  in  the  adllon.  She  belonged,  as  well  as  the  other  three 
that  efcaped,  to  the  Eaft-  India  company,  was  loaded  with  fixty 
tons  of  gunpowder,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  cordage, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  other  naval  ftores.  The  Windfor  had, 
in  this  engagement,  but  one  man  killed  and  eighteen  wounded. 
Vol.  IV,  U  About; 
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A.  D.  About  the  fame  time  captain  Hughs  of  his  majefty's  frigate  the 
J>59*Tamer,  took  and  carried  into  Plymouth  two  privateers,  called 
le  Chi-.fTeur,  and  le  Conquerant,  the  one  from  Cherburgh  and 
the  other  from  Dunkirk.  A  third,  called  the  Difpatch,  from, 
Morlaix,  was  brought  into  Penzance  by  the  Diligence  floop ; 
while  the  Bafque  from  Baycnne,^  furniflied  with  two  and  twenty 
guns,  fell  into  the  hands  of  captain  Parker  of  the  Brilliant, 
Captain  Atrobus  of  the  Surprife  took  the  Vieux,  a  privateer  of 
Bourdeaux  j  and  a  fifth  from  Dunkirk,  ftruck  to  captain  Knight 
of  the  Liverpool.  In  the  month  of  May  a  French  frigate  cal- 
led the  Arethufa,  mounted  with  two  and  thirty  guns,  and  com- 
manded by  the  marquis  of  Vaudreuil,  fubmitted  to  two  Eng- 
liila  frigates,  the  Venus  and  the  Thames,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Harrifon  and  Colby.  The  engagement  was  warm  ;  the 
lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifli  inconfiderable.  The  enemy  had 
fixty  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  beginning  of  June  an 
armed  Ihip,  belonging  to  Dunkirk,  was  brought  into  the  Downs 
by  captain  Angel  of  the  Stag;  and  a  privateer  of  force,  called 
the  Countefs  de  la  Serre,  was  fubdued  and  taken,  after  an  ob- 
ftinate  engagement,  by  his  majefty^s  ftiip  the  Adventure,  com- 
manded by  captain  Moore.  In  the  beginning  of  October  the 
FlorllFant,  a  French  fhip  of  74  guns,  was  engaged  near  the 
chops  of  the  channel  by  captain  Porter  of  the  Hercules.  The 
Englifli  veful  having  loll:  one  of  her  top-mafls  and  rigging,  the 
Floriilant  took  advantage  of  this  misfortune  to  Iheer  off,  and 
efcaped  behind  the  ills  of  Oleron. 

While  the  Englifn  cruizers  were  attended  with  continual  fuc- 
cefs  in  Europe,  feveral  armed  fliips  of  the  enemy  and  rich, 
prizes  were  taken  in  the  Weft  Indies.  About  the  fame  time  that 
the  Velour  from  St.  Domingo,  carrying  twenty  guns  and  above 
one  hundred  men,  and  loaded  with  a  rich  cargo,  was  taken  by 
the  Favourite  floop  of  war,  commanded  by  captain  Edwards, 
two  French  frigates  and  two  Dutch  fhips,  laden  with  French 
commodities,  fell  into  the  pofTcfTion  of  cruizers  detached  fromr 
admiral  Coates's  fquadron  itationed  at  Jamaica.  Captain  Col- 
lingvvood,  commanding  his  majefty's  fliip  the  Crefcent,  off  St. 
Chriftopher's  attacked  two  French  frigates,  the  Amethyfte  and 
Berkeley  :  the  former  efcaped,  but  the  latter  was  conveyed  into 
the  harbour  of  Baffeterre. 

Tbefe 
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Thefe  particular  lofies,  combined  with  the  general  deftruQion  A.  D. 
of  the  French  fquadrons  by  Bofcawen,  Havvke,  Saunders  and  I759' 
Pocock,  in  a  great  meafure,  ruined  the  French  navy.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  year  the  Enghfh  had  enriched  their  marine  with 
twenty-feven  fliips  of  the  line,  and  chirty-one  frigates  of  French 
confl:ru£tion.  They  had  deftroyed  eight  fliips  of  the  line  and 
four  frigates,  whereas  the  Englifli  navy  had  lall:,  during  all  the 
various  operations  of  the  prefent  year,  no  more  tlian  fcven  men 
of  war  and  five  frigates.  In  reviewing  the  captures  of  mer- 
chantmen, the  balance  is  not  fo  much  in  our  favour.  Notv.'ith- 
ftanding  the  courage  and  vigilance  of  the  Erigliili  cruizers,  the 
French  privateers  fwarmed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  the  courfa 
of  the  prefent  year,  they  took  two  hundred  and  ten  Britiili  vef- 
fels,  chiefly,  however,  coailers  and  fmall  craft,  that  did  not 
chufe  to  confine  themfelves  and  wait  for  a  convoy.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  took  one  hundred  and  iixty-five  merchant  vef- 
lels  from  the  enemy  ;  of  which,  as  it  appears  from  fome  exam- 
ples above  given,  many  contained  very  valuable  cargoes. 

While  the  naval  power  of  France  was  falling  to  its  ruin,  her 
commerce  was  cut  off  in  its  fource  by  the  taking  of  Guadaloupc 
and   Quebec.     The   French  government,   broken  by  repeated 
calamities,  and  cxhaufted  by  exorbitant  fubfidies  to  its  German 
allies,  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb  of  fortune.    The  monarch, 
however,  ftili 'found  a  refource  in  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of 
his  people.    They  acquiefced  in  the  bankruptcy  of  public  credit, 
^vhen  the  court  Hopped  payment  of  the  intereit  on  twelve  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  national  debt  ;  they  declared  agaiijft  eve-, 
r}'  fuggeftion  of  accommodation  that  wtis  not  advantageous  and 
honourable  ;  and  they  fent   in  large  quatltities  of  plate  to  be 
melted  down  and  coined  into  fpecie,  for  the  fupport  of  the  vv-ar. 
The  liberal  fuppHes  granted  by  the  Eritifh  parliament,  which 
met  in  November,  formed  a  llriking  contraft  with  the  indigence 
of  our  rivals.     For  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  they  voted 
fcventy-three  thoufand  feamen,iiicludingeighteen  thoufand  throe 
Imndred  and  fifty-five  marines ;  and  they  allotted  three  millions 
fix  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  their  maintenance.. 
The  fums  defined  to  other  purpofes  were  no  lefs   ample ;  the 
whole  amounted  to  fifteen  millions  five  hundred  and  three  thou- 
ijnd   five  hundred  and  fixty-four  poimds.     Of  this  immenfe 
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A.  D.  fupply  not  lefs  than  two  millions  three  hundred  and  forty-four 
^759*  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds  were  paid  to  fo- 
reigners, for  fiipporting  the  war  in  Germany,  exclufive  of  the 
money  expended  by  twenty  thoufand  Britifli  troops  in  that 
country,  and  the  charge  of  tranfporting  them,  with  the'^expence 
of  pontage,  waggons,  and  other  contingencies,  and  the  exor- 
bitant article  of  forage,  which  alone  amounted,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laft  campaign,  to  one  miUion  two  hundred  thouland 
pounds. 

The  comparative  cxpence  of  our  naval  preparations,  and  of 
the  German  war,  affedted,  with  equal  ailonifliment  and  con- 
cern, many  difinterefted  and  difpaffionate  men,  whofe  imagina- 
tions were  lefs  heated  than  thofe  of  the  bulk  of  the  people 
A^ith  the  enthuli?«ftic  ardour  of  vicTcory.  Amidft  the  triumphs  o£ 
glory  and  fuccefs  concealed  murmurs  were  heard,  which,  in  a 
free  nation,  were  fpeedily  re-echoed  with  increafed  force.  Mea 
formed  themfelvcs  into  parties  according  to  their  different  no- 
tions upon  this  fubjeift,  and  the  difpute  between  the  naval  and 
continental  fchemes  came  to  be  the  common  topic,  not  only  of 
public  aflemblies  but  of  private  converfation.  The  abbetors  of 
the  naval  intereft  allcrted,  that  the  infular  fituation  of  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  the  continued  experience  of  many  ages, 
clearly  pointed  out  the  courfe  which  England  ought  to  purfue 
in  her  wars  with  France.  They  pretended  not  that  the  former 
kingdom  ought  never,  in  any  cafe,  to  take  part  in  the  difpules 
of  the  continent ;  but  this,  they  thought,  ought  always  to  be 
as  an  auxiliary  only.  She  might  even  engage  with  fuccefs  in  a 
continejital  war  againft  France,  provided  fhe  had  a  concurrence 
in  her  favour  of  the  neighbouring  powers  of  the  continent. 
This  was  the  grand  principle  of  king  William,  and  the  founda- 
tion of  that  alliance,  at  the  head  of  which,  in  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  he  a<^ed  the  greateft  part  that  can  be  allot- 
ted to  man.  It  was  on  the  fame  principle  that,  in  conjunction 
\vith  the  powers  of  the  empire,  we  carried  on  the  war  with  fo 
much  honour  and  fuccefs  againfi  France,  under  the  duke  of 
JMhrlborough.  But  to  engage  in  a  continental  war  with  that 
kingdom,  not  only  unafTifted  but  oppofed  by  the  greatcfi:  part 
of  thofe  dates  with  which  we  were  then  combineil,  is  an  at- 
tempt never  to  be  iuflilied  bv  any  comnnrative  crilculation  of 
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the  populoufnefs,  the  revenues,  or  the  general  ftrength  of  the  A.  D. 
two  nations.     They  alTerted  ftill  farther,  that  the  theatre  we  1759' 
had  chofen  for  that  war  was  the  moft  unfortunate  that  could 
poffibly  be  imagined.     Germany  has  at  all  times  proved  the 
lirmeft  bulwark  sgainft  French  ambition.      What,  therefore, 
could  France  herfelf  more  heartily  defire  than  to  fee  the  fwords 
of  the  Germans  turned  againft  each  other,  and  England  co- 
operate with  all  her  power  in  embittering  the  hodilities  which 
have   already  defolated  that  country.      In  carrying  on  a  war- 
there,  France  has  many  advantages :  fhe  fupports  her  armies  in 
a  great  meafure  by  pillaging  thofe  whom,  in  every  view,  it  is 
her  intereft  to  weaken  :  flie  is  not  very  remote  from  her  own 
frontiers,  from  which  her  armies  may  be  recruited  and  fuppliecl 
without  great  expence :  even  when  unfuccefsful,  ihc  is  brought 
flill  nearer  her  own  territories,  fupports  her  troops  with  ftill 
greater  facility,  and  exhaufts  ftill  lefs  the  natural  vi^ealth  of  her 
people.     If  flie  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  at  home,  would  the 
Englifli  continue  fo  frantic  as  to  follow  her  into  her  ov»'n  domi- 
nions ?  To  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  every  thing  is 
unfavourable  in  fuch  a  war.     The  utmoft  fuccefs  with  which 
her  arms  can  be  attended,  will  only  carry  the   Englifli  to   a 
greater  diftance  from  their  refources;  and,  by  going  a  certain 
length,  the  tranfport  of  provifion,  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
the  infinite  impediments  of  a  large  army,  muft  become  .altoge- 
ther impradlicable.     Upon  this  plan,  viclory  itfclf  cannot  fave 
us,  and  all  our  fuccefTes  will  only  ferve  to  accumulate  new  dif- 
trclTes,  new  difhculties,  and  new  charges.     A:,  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  what  does  he  give  us  in  return  for  the  .•.nmenfe  fubfidies 
which  are  paid  him  ?  Inftead  of  aflifting  our  armies,  is  he  able  to 
defend  himfelf?  Befides,  he  is  the  worft  ally  we  could  have 
chofen,  on  account  of  his  long  and  intimate  conne£lion  with 
our  enemies,  and  the  general  lightnefs  of  his  faith  in  deferting 
every  engagement  which  forms  an  obfiacle  to  his  ambition.  He 
is  looked  upon  as  the  protestor  of  the  Proteftant  religion :  but 
has  he  not  defolated  the  firli  Proteftant  ele£lorate  ?  Has  he  not 
divided  the  reformed  ftates  of  Germany,    and    turned  their- 
fwords  againft  each  other?  And  do  not  his  writings  fufficiently 
tefrify  not  only  his  indifference  to  the  Proteftant  caufe,  but  his 
total  difregard   to  all  religion   whatever  ?  Had  England   kep{*- 
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A.  D.  herfelf  clear  of  the  inextricable  labyrinth  of  German  politics, 
*759'  flie  might,  without  exhaufting  her  own  vigour  by  attacking 
France  on  her  ftrong  fide,  have  been,  before  this  time,  in  pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  French  colonies  together  :  even  had  the  French, 
therefore,  got  polTeflion  of  Hanover,  (which  could  not  have 
fuffered  more  by  this  event  than  it  has  already  done  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war),  England,  while  her  own  power  was  entire, 
and  while  (lie  held  all  the  commercial  refources  of  France  in  her 
hands,  mufi:  not  only  have  recovered  the  lianoverian  dominions 
to  their  lawful  fovereign,  but  have  procured  full  indemnification 
to  them  for  what  they  had  fuffered  in  our  quarrel. 

The  advocates  for  continental  meafures  were  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge the  exorbitant  expence  of  a  German  war ;  bm  they 
affirmed,  that,  if  it  had  cofi:  England  much,  it  had  cofi:  France 
ftill  more,  as  the  number  of  French  troops  to  be  paid  exceeds 
the  difference  between  French  and  Englifii  pay.  They  obferved, 
that  her  fubfidies  to  German  princes  greatly  exceeded  ours,  al- 
though (he  had  not  derived  fo  much  advantage  from  all  her  al- 
lies together  as  England  had  done  from  the  viflory  of  the  king 
of  PrulHa  at  Rofbach  :  that  the  German  war  had  brought  the 
finances  of  France  to  that  deplorable  condition  which  all  Europe 
.had  witnefled  :  that  her  chief  flrength  and  attention,  being  en- 
gaged in  this  quarter,  were  in  a  great  meafure  withdrawn  from 
her  navy,  her  commerce,  and  her  colonies;  which  had  enabled 
England  to  deprive  her  of  the  heft  part  of  her  colonies,  to  ren- 
der her  commerce  equally  precarious  and  unprofitable,  and  to 
give  fuch  a  blow  to  her  navy  as,  perhaps,  flie  might  never  be 
able  to  recover.  But  had  England,  Inftead  of  exhaufling  the 
French  refources  by  diverting  their  efforts  to  Germany,  allowed 
that  country  to  receive  laws  from  her  rival,  the  continental  war 
would  have  foon  terminated,  and  France,  ftrengthened  by  vic- 
tory, by  conqueft,  and  by  alliance,  would  have  preferved  the 
whole  force  and  revenue  of  her  mighty  monarchy  entire,  to  Tid: 
againft  Great  Britain. 

Tiiefe  reaionings  will  be  interefiing  as  long  as  the  great  fyfiem 
of  European  politics  continues  in  any  meafure  the  fame,  and  as 
long  as  the  meafures  of  the  Bricilli  court  are  liable  to  be  warped 
by  the  fiime  motives  as  formerly.  I  would  therefore  obferve, 
that  taking  for  granted  the  fads  allcdgcd  by  tlie  partizans  of  our 
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German  allies,  (many  of  which  require  proof),  and  fuppofing  A.  D^ 
that  France  had  expended  even  more  than  Great  Britain  in  pro-  ^759* 
fecuting  the  German  war,  the  principal  queftion  would  ftiil  be 
undecided.  It  would  be  proper  (till  farther  to  inquire,  whether 
England  or  France  could  maintain  the  fame  number  of  troops, 
and  make  the  fame  efforts  in  Germany,  at  the  fmalleft  expence  ? 
Whether,  on  the  plan  of  a  continental  war  alone,  the  revenues 
and  refources  of  France  or  England  would  be  fooneft  exhauft- 
ed?  And  which  of  the  two  kingdoms  couid,  with  the  fmallefl 
trouble  and  expence,  augment  its  navy,  and  profecute  fuccefsful 
enterprizes  in  diftant  parts  of  the  world  ?  Thefe  queries  need, 
only  be  propofed ;  their  folution  is  obvious,  and  it  fliows,  in 
the  fulleft  light,  the  impropriety  of  England's  carrying  the  war 
into  the  continent  of  Europe,  while  France  poffefTed  any  fpecies 
of  foreign  commerce,  or  a  lingle  foot  of  land  in  xlfia,  Africa,  or 
America. 

But  notwithftanding  the  force  of  evidence,  and  the  clamour 
of  party,  the  court  remained  firm  in  its  firft  refolution.  The 
continental  fyftem  prevailed  more  than  ever;  and  although  the 
fupplies  granted  for  maintaining  the  navy  were  liberal  beyond 
example,  yet,  the  rtrength  and  attention  of  the  nation  being  di- 
verted to  a  different  channel,  our  marine  enterprizes  appeared  to 
languifh  at  a  time  when  pafl  fuccefs  ought  to  have  caufed  them 
to  be  puflicd  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  and  fewer  exploits  were 
atchieved  at  Tea  in  1760  than  are  recorded  in  the  memoirs  of 
the  preceding  year. 

The  Britilh  navy  at  this  time  amounted  to  120  fliips  of  the  l7<5o. 
line,  befides  frigates,  fire-fliips,  floops,  bombs,  antl  tenders. 
Of  thefe  capital  fliips  feventeen  were  Rationed  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
twenty  for  the  defence  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  twelve  in 
North  America,  ten  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  fixty-one  either 
on  the  coalt  of  France,  in  the  harbours  of  England,  or  cruizing 
in  the  Englifli  feas  for  the  protection  of  commerce.  ConfiJering 
thefe  mighty  preparations,  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  return  of 
the  little  fquadron  commanded  by  Ihurot  (which,  as  v.'as  al- 
ready mentioned,  liad  taken  refuge  the  preceding  year  in  the 
harbour  of  Gottenburg  in  Sweden)  Ihould  have  cauled  a  general 
alarm  over  the  three  kingdoms.  This  inconllderabJe  arma- 
ment originally  conlifted  of  five  frigates,  on  hoard  of  which 
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A.  D.  were  1270  land-foidiers.  They  had  failed  from  Gottenburg  to 
1760.  Bergen  in  Norway,  and  during  that  voyage  had  fuffered  {q  much 
by  ftorms,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fend  back  one  of  their 
largeft  veflcis  to  France.  It  was  not  till  the  fifth  of  December 
that  they  were  able  to  fail  dirtrclly  for  the  place  of  their  deftina- 
tion,  which  was  the  northern  coa(l  of  Ireland.  In  this  voyage 
their  ill  fortune  continued  to  purfue  them  For  near  three 
months  they  were  obliged  to  ply  off  and  on  among  the  weftern 
illes  of  Scotland,  during  which  time  they  fuffered  every  polTible 
hardftiip:  their  men  thinned  and  difhearteried,  fuffering  by  fa- 
mine and  difeafe,  one  fhip  irrecoverably  loft,  and  the  remaining 
three  fo  fhattered,  that  they  were  obliged  to  put  into  the  ifle  of 
Hay.  Here  this  enterprizing  adventurer,  though  oppreiTed  with 
misfortune,  and  fteeled  by  fuch  hardfhips  as  too  often  extinguifli 
every  generous  principle  of  humanity,  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
juftice  and  moderation,  paying  handfomely  for  the  cattle  and 
provifions  which  he  had  occafion  to  ufe,  and  treating  the  natives 
vlth  unufual  courtefy  and  kindnefs. 

As  foon  as  the  weather  permitted,  Thurot  quitted  this  ifland, 
and  purfued  his  deftination  to  the  bay  of  Carrickfergus  in  Ire- 
land, where,  on  the  2  iff  of  February,  he  effected  a  defcent  with 
600  men.  They  advanced  without  oppofition  to  the  town, 
which  they  found  as  well  guarded  as  the  nature  of  the  place, 
which  was  entirely  open,  and  the  circumftances  of  colonel  Jen- 
nings, who  commanded  only  four  companies  of  raw  undifcipli- 
ned  men,  would  allow.  A  vigorous  defence  was  made,  until 
the  ammunition  of  the  Englilh  failed  j  and  then  colonel  Jennings 
retired  to  the  caftle  of  Carrickfergus,  which,  however,  was  in 
all  refpe£ls  untenable,  being  unprovided  in  provifions  and  am- 
munition, and  having  a  breach  in  the  wail  of  near  fifty  feet  wide : 
neverthelefs,  they  repulfcd  the  aflailants  in  their  firft  attack, 
having  fupplied  the  want  of  fliot  with  ffones  and  rubbifh.  At 
length  the  colonel  furrendered,  on  condition  that  his  troops 
fliould  be  ranfomed  by  exchanging  them  for  an  equal  number  of 
French  prifoncrs  ;  that  the  caflile  of  Carrickfergus  fhould  not  bo 
demoliflied,  nor  the  town  burned  or  plundered.  This  laft  cir- 
cumflance,  however,  was  not  ftridly  obferved.  The  magiftrates 
of  C:irrickfergus  refufed  fuch  fupplies  of  wine  and  provifions  as 
the  French-  ofuccrs  demanded,  and  thus,  by  their  own  impru- 
dence 
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dence,  caufed  the  town  to  be  fubjeeSled  to  a  contribution,  which,  A.  D. 
however,  was  not  immoderate.  Tiiurot,  having  by  this  time  I76'0» 
got  notice  of  the  defeat  of  Confian&'s  expedition,  and  hearing 
that  a  confiderable  body  of  regular  troops  were  aiiembled,  and 
preparing  to  march  to  the  affifirance  of  the  inhabit.mts  of  Car- 
rickfergus,  embarkeil,  and  fet  fail  for  France,  after  gaining  great 
reputation  by  the  exploits  of  a  fquadron,  which  deferves  to  be 
confiJered  as  little  better  than  a  wreck  of  the  grand  enterprize 
againft  the  Britifn  coafts. 

But  this  gallant  adventurer  had  not  left  the  bay  cf  Carrick- 
fergus  many  hours,  when   he  perceived,  near  the   coafl  of  the 
ifle  of  INIan,  three  fail  that   bore  down   on   him.     Thefe  were 
Englifli   frigates,  the    j^okis    of  thirty-fix    guns,  commanded 
by   captain   Eiliot,  the  Pallas  and  Brilliant,  each   of  thirty-two 
guns,  under  the  command  of  the  captains  Clements  and  Logie, 
who  had  been  difpatched  by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  lord-lieute- 
nant  of  Ireland,  in  quefl  of  the  French  Iquadron.     At  nine 
in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  February,  captain  Elliot  came  up 
with  the  Belleifie,  commanded  by  1  hurot,  which  was  fuperiof 
to  the  ^olus  in  flrength  of  men,  number  of  guns,  and  weight 
of  metal;  but  both  fhip  and  men  were  in  a  bad  condition-  The 
engagement   w^as  hardly  begun,  when  the   Fallas   and  BrilliaBt 
■attacked  the  other  two  Hiips  of  the  enemy.     The    aclion  was 
maintained  with  great  fpirit  on    both    fides  for  an  hour  and    a 
half,    v/ben    captain   Elliot's  lieutenant   bonrded    the    Belleifie, 
who  immediately  llruck  her  colours,  the  g'lllant  Tliurot  having 
fallen  in  the  action.  The  Engllili  took  polieluo-n  of  their  prizes, 
and  conveyed  them  into  the  bay  of  Ramfay  in  the  ifle  of  Man. 
In    this  engagement    three  hundred  of  the    French   were    flain 
or  dilabled,j  whereas   our  lofs  did    not   exceed  forty  kiiled  and 
wounded.     The  name  of  T hurot  had  become  fo  terrible  to  all 
the  fea-ports  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  that  the  fervice  performed 
on  this  occafion  was  deemed  efiential  to  the  quiet  ar.d  fecuritv  of 
thefe  kingdoms.     The  thanks  cf  the  houfe  of  commons  of  Ire- 
land were  voted  to  the  conquerors  of  Thurot  as  well  as  to  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Jennings,  the  commanding  officer  at  Carrickfer- 
gus  •,  and  the  defeat  and  capture  of  this  petty  fquadron  was  ce- 
lebrated with  the  moft    hearty  and  univerfal   rejoicings.     Such 
was  the  fate  of  the    laft  branch  of  the  grand   armament  which 
Vol,  IV,  X  had 
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A.  D.  had  fo  long  been  the  hope  of  France,  and  the  terror   of  Great 

1760.  Britain. 

In  North  America  the  afl'airs  of  the  French  had  taken  fuch  a 
turn  as  afforded  them  a  happy  profpeft  of  future  fuccefs.  "While 
tlie  operations  of  the  war  there  were  intruded  to  the  Land  forces 
alone,  England  was  unfortunate,  and  France  triumphant  :   but 
no   fooner  did  our  fquadrons   appear  on  the   coaft,  than    every 
thin-T  returned  to  its  former  fituation,  and  Britain  was  as  vido-r 
rious  as   before.     The  garrifon  left  for  the  defence  of  Quebec 
amounted  originally  to  5000  men,  a  number  much  too  fmall,  con- 
fidering  both  the  nature  of  the  place,  and  the  number  of  French 
forces  which   flill  remained  in   Canada.     The   fortifications  of 
Qiiebec  were  weak  and  incomplete;  without  any  kind    of  out- 
works j  and  the  town  had  been  reduced,  during  the  late  fiege» 
alaioft  to   a  ruin.     Mr.  Levi  had  colleded    at  Montreal    6000 
experienced   niihtia   of  Canada,  with  300  Indians,  befides  ten 
battalions  of  regular  troops  amounting  to  about  5000  men  more. 
AVith  this    force  he   took  the  field  on  the  17th  of   April;  and, 
while  his  proyifions  and  ammunition  fell  down  the  river  St-  Law- 
rence under  a  convoy  of  fix  frigates,  the  French   army  arrived 
in  ten  days  march  at  the  heights  of  Abraham,  three   miles   di- 
ftant   from    Quebec-     General    Murray,  who  commanded  the 
garrifon,  had   it  in  his  option  either  to   remain  within  the  city» 
or  to  march  out  and  try  his  fortune  in  the  field.     As  his  troops 
v/ere    habituated  to    victory,  and  provided  with  a    fine  train  of 
artillery,  he  was  unwilling  to  keep  them  ihut  up  in  a  place  which 
appeared  to  him  fcarccly  tenable.    He  determined,  therefore,  to 
lead  them  againft  the  enemy  ;  a  refolulion,  which,   conlidering 
the  immenfe  inequality  of  numbers,  (for,  although  the  garrifon 
originally  conliited  of  5000,  he  had  not  now  above  3000  eSecr 
tive  men),  favoured  more  of  youthful  temerity  than  of  military 
difcretion.     At  firll,  however,  fortune  feemed  to  favour  his  de- 
figns.     The  Engliili  army,  having  n;archcd  out  of  the  city,   and 
(icfcended  from  the  heights  of  Abraham,  attacked  the  enemy's 
van  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  it  was  obliged  to  give  way,  and 
to  tall  back  on  the  main  body.     This  advantage  brought   them 
full  on    the    main  army  of  the   French,  which   by  this  time 
had  formed  in  columns.     The  fire  became  fo  hot,  that  it  (top- 
ped  the  progrcfj  cf  our  troops  ;  and   the  French,  wheeling  to 
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i-ight  and  left,  formed  a  femicircle  which  threatened  to  furround  A.  D. 
them,  and  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  Near  a  third  of  the  Englifli  i'J^iO. 
army  were  now  killed  or  wounded,  and  nothing  could  be 
thought  of  in  this  iituation  but  to  make  proper  movements  to 
fecure  their  return  to  Quebec.  This  they  effedled  without  loling 
many  men  in  the  purfuit  ;  and  the  fevere  misfortune,  occafioned 
by  their  own  temerity,  roofed  the  governor  and  troops  to  the 
moft  ftrenuous  efforts  in  defence  of  the  place.  The  French  loft 
no  time  in  improving  their  vi£lory.  They  opened  the  trenches  * 
on  the  very  night  of  the  battle  :  but,  being  deficient  in  artillery^ 
they  had  performed  nothing  of  confequence  before  the  15th  of 
May,  when  the  befieged  were  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Britifh  fleet.  Then  the  enemy  understood  what  it  was  to  be  in- 
ferior at  fea  ;  for,  had  a  French  fquadron  got  the  ftart  of  the 
Englifh  in  failing  up  the  river,  Q^iebec  muft  have  reverted  to 
its  former  owners. 

On  the  (jth  of  May,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  garrifon,  an  Eng- 
lifh frigate  anchored  in  the  bay,  and  told  them  that  lord  Col- 
ville  who  had  failed  from  Halifax  with  the  fleet  under  his 
command,  on  the  22d  of  Aprils  was  then  in  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. He  had  been  retarded  in  his  paflage  by  thick  fogs  and 
contrary  winds.  About  the  fame  time  commodore  SwantoHj 
arriving  with  a  fmall  reinforcement  from  England,  and  hearing 
that  Quebec  was  befieged,  failed  up  the  St.  Lawrence  with  all 
expedition.  On  the  15th  he  anchored  at  Point  Levij^nd  early- 
next  morning  ordered  captain  Schombei-g  of  the  Diana,  and 
captain  Deane  of  the  Loweftoffe  to  flip  their  cables,  and  attack 
the  French  fleet,  coniifting  of  two  frigates,  two  armed  fliips, 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  fnialler  veflcls.  They  were  no 
fooner  in  motion  than  the  French  (hips  fled  in  the  utmoft  dif- 
order.  One  of  their  frigates  was  driven  on  the  rocks  above 
Cape  Diamond  ;  the  other  ran  aOiore,  and  was  burned  at  Point 
au  Tremble,  about  ten  leagues  above  the  town,  and  all  that  re* 
mained  were  taken  or  deilroyed. 

Mr.  Levi  had  the  mortification  to  behold,  from  the  heights 
of  Abraham,  thisa£tion,  which  at  one  ftroke  put  an  end  to  all  the 
hopes  he  had  conceived  from  his  hue  viftory.  He  was  perfua- 
ded  that  thefe  frigates,  by  the  boUlnefs  of  their  manner,  prece- 
ded a  conflderabk  reinforcement,  and  he   therefore  raifed  the 
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A.  D.  fiege  In  the  utmofl  precipitation,  leaving   behind  him  a  great 

1  7^°' quantity  of  baggage,  tents,  ftores,  magazines  of  provifions  and 

ammunition,  with  thirty-four  pieces   of  battering  cannon,  ten 

field- pieces,  fix  mortars,  and  a  great  number  of  fcaling-ladders, 

intrenching  tools,  and  other  impk^ments  neceffary  in  a  fiege. 

This  event,  which  was  entirely  owing  to  the  feafonable  affift- 
ance  of  the  fleet,  was  equally  important  in  itfclf  and  in  its  con- 
fequences.  While  it  fecured  the  pofleiiion  of  Quebec,  it  gave 
an  opportunity  to  general  Murray  to  march  to  the  afliflance  of 
general  Amherfi:,  who  was  employed  in  the  fiege  of  Montreal, 
the  fecond  place  in  Canada  for  extent,  commerce,  and  fi:rength. 
Here  the  whole  remaining  force  of  the  French  in  North  Ame- 
rica was  colledled  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Vaudreuil,  an 
enterprizing  and  artful  general,  who  negle£leano  means  of  pro- 
trafting  the  fiege.  At  length  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
united  armies,  and  on  the  8th  of  September,  1760,  lurrendered 
his  garrifon  to  be  fent  to  France,  on  condition  that  they  Ihould 
not  ferve  in  the  prefent  war,  and  yielded  up  the  inhabitants  of 
his  government  as  fubjedls  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

The  French  had  not  neglected  to  fend  relief  to  a  place,  which 
was  the  laft  objecl  of  their  hopes  for  regaining  poflclhon  of  Ca- 
nada. They  had  difpatched  three  frigates,,  with  twenty  (hips 
of  burden,  containing  a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  military 
flores  for  the  garrifon  of  Montreal.  But  when  the  commander 
of  this  expedition  underftcod,  that  the  fleet  under  lord  Col- 
ville  had  anticipated  his  arrival  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  he 
attempted  to  land  his  whole  embarkation  in  the  bay  of  Ghaleurs, 
that  they  might  endeavour,  if  pofTible,  to  join  the  principal 
army  by  land.  But  here  they  were  difcovered  by  captain  By- 
ron with  three  of  his  majefty's  fhips  j  their  armament  was  ta- 
ken or  deftroyed,  and  their  whole  defign  difconcerted.  Thus, 
by  the  bravery  of  our  troops,  and  the  uncommon  fpirit,  vigi- 
lance, and  adivity  of  our  navy,  every  attempt  of  the  enemy 
was  fruftrated,  and  the  quiet  poffelFion  of  all  Canada  confirmed 
to  Great  Britain. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies  the  Britifh  arms  were  attended  with  equal 
fuccefs.  After  raifing  the  fiege  of  Fort  St.  George  in  February 
1759,  the  Englifli  army  pofielTed  themfelves  of  the  important 
town  and  fortrcfs  of  Conjeveram,  as  well  as  of  the  city  Mafuli- 

patam,. 
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pntam,  both  on  the  Coromandel  coaft.  This  coaft  joins  to  the  A.  D 
rich  province  of  Benga',  where  the  French  intereft  had  been  1760. 
totally  ruined  by  the  condudl  and  gallantry  of  colonel  Clive. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  advantages,  a  body  of  1200  men,  Euro- 
peans and  Seapoys,  advanced  farther,  and  attempted  to  diflodge 
an  army  of  French  and  their  confederate  Indians,  encamped  un- 
der the  cannon  of  a  fort  near  Wandevvafh.    They  were  repelled 
with   the  lofs   of  between  three  and  four  hundred    killed  and 
wounded.   But  colonel  Coote,  at  the  head  of  the  principal  bod)'- 
of  Englifh  troops  an  that  coafl:,  compenfated  for  this  difafter  by 
inverting  and  taking  Wandewafli  in  three  days.    Soon  after,  he 
obtained  a  complete  victory  over  general  Lally,  who  command- 
ed an  army  twice  as  numerous  as  that  of  the  EngliOi,  and  coUf 
ilfting  of  2200  Europeans  and  10,000  blacks.     After  this  deci- 
five   engagement,  which,  excepting  the   battle  of  PlailTy,  was 
more   important  in  its  confequences  than  any  fought    in  India 
during  the  war,  colonel  Coote  undertook  the  iiege  of  Chilliput, 
which  furrendered  in  two  days.    He  then  profecuted  his  march 
to  Arcot  the   capital  of  the  province,  the  fort   of  which  bein^ 
filenced,  the  garrifon  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war» 
After  the  redu£lion  of  Arcot  all  the  inferior  places,  fuchas  Per- 
macoil  and  Allumparva,  fubmitted.     The  important  fettlement 
of  Carical  was  reduced  by  the  fea  and  land  forces,  commanded 
by  rear-admiral  Corni(h  and  major  Monfon  ;  and  colonel  Coote 
formed  the  blockade  of  Pondlcherry  by  land,  while  the  harbour 
was  befet  by  the  Englifli  fquadron.     This   town  was    the  only' 
important  ietilement  which  now  remained  to  our  enemies  in  In- 
dia. 

During  all  this  time  admiral  Pococke  had,  with  his  ufual 
fkill  and  intrepidity,  feconded  the  efforts  of  the  troops.  He  had 
more  than  once  compelled  Mr.  d'Ache,  the  greateil  admiral 
that  France  could  boaft  of,  and  who  alone  fupported  the  decli- 
ning reputation  of  her  marine,  to  take  fiielter  under  the  walls  of 
Pondicherry.  Pococke  had  reduced  the  French  {hips  to  a  very 
ihattered  condition,  and  killed  a  great  many  of  their  men; 
but,  what  fhews  the  Angular  talents  of  both  admirals,  they  had 
fought  three  pitched  battles  in  the  coia'fe  of  eighteen  mor.thsj>. 
without  the  lofs  of  a  fnip  on  either  Cidc. 

The 
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•A  D.  The  Britidi  fquadrons  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  cortimanded 
^76o«  by  admiral  Holmes  on  the  Jamaica  ftation  and  Sir  James  Dou- 
glas in  the  Leeward  iflands.  The  a<Slive  vigilance  of  thefe  com- 
manders not  only  enabled  them  to  prote£l  the  iflands  from  in- 
fult  or  invafion,  but  prompted  them  to  annoy  the  enemy.  Rear- 
admiral  Holmes,  having  in  the  month  of  October  received  in- 
telligence, that  five  French  frigates  were  equipped  at  Cape  Fran- 
cois on  the  illand  of  Hifpaniola,  in  order  to  convoy  a  fleet  of 
merchantmen  to  Europe,  he  flationed  the  fhips  under  his  com- 
mand in  fuch  a  manner  as  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  inter- 
cept this  ileet.  The  principal  French  fl:iip  \v?.s  the  Sirenne  com- 
manded by  commodore  M'Cartie,  an  Irifli  officer  of  confiderable 
reputation.  After  two  fliarp  engagements  (he  (truck  to  the 
Boreas,  while  the  other  four  frigates  bore  away,  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  crowd,  for  the  weft  end  of  Tortuga,  to  flicker  them- 
selves in  Port  au  Prince.  They  were  purfued  by  the  Lively  and 
Hampfliire;  the  former  obliged  one  of  the  French  frigates  to 
fubmit,  after  a  warm  engagement  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  The 
Hampfliire  ftood  for  the  other  three,  and,  running  between  the 
Duke  of  Choifeul  and  the  Prince  Edward,  engaged  them  both 
at  the  fame  time.  The  firfi:,  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind, 
made  her  retreat  into  Port  au  Paix  j  the  other  ran  afhore  about 
two  leagues  to  leeward,  and  (Iruck  her  colours.  At  the  approach 
of  the  Hampfhire,  the  enemy  fet  her  on  fire,  and  (he  blew  up. 
The  Fleur  de  Lys,  that  had  run  into  Frelh-Water  bay,  a  little 
to  leeward  of  Port  au  Prince,  fliared  the  fame  fatej  and  thus 
by  the  gallantry  of  the  captains  Norbury,  Uvedale,  and  Mait- 
land,  and  the  prudent  difpofition  of  admiral  Holmes,  two  large 
frigates  of  the  enemy  were  taken,  and  three  deftroyed. 

Immediately  after  this  event,  advice  being  received  by  admiral 
Holmes,  that  the  enemy's  privateers  fwarmed  about  the  ifland 
of  Cuba,  he  ordered  the  boats  of  the  Trent  and  Boreas  to  be 
manned,  that  they  might  proceed  under  the  direction  of  the 
lieutenants  Millar  and  Stuart,  to  the  harbour  of  Cumberland  in 
that  ifland.  There  they  met  with  the  Vainqueur  of  ten  guns, 
fixteen  fwivels,  and  ninety  men,  the  Mackau  of  fix  fwivels  and 
fifteen  uien,  and  the  Guefpe  of  eight  guns  and  eighty-five  men. 
The  boats,  after  furmounting  many  difficulties,  rowed  up  to  the 
Vainqueur,  boarded  and  tookpolTeffion  of  her  under  a  clofe  fire. 

The 
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The  Mackau  was  taken  without  refiftancc  ;  but,  before  they  A.  D. 
could  reach  tlie  Guefpe,  the  enemy  fet  her  on  fire,  by  which  ij^o* 
flie  was  dfftroyed. 

The  lame  enterprizing  courage  diftinguiflied  the  officers  of 
the  fquadron  commanded  by  Sir  James  Douglas  off  the  Leeward 
iflands.  The  captains  Obrien  and  Taylor,  cruizing  near  the 
Grenadep,  were  informed  that  the  Virgin,  once  a  Britifti  floop, 
with  three  French  privateers,  had  taken  refuge  under  the  guns 
of  three  forts  on  one  of  thefe  jflands.  They  failed  thither  in 
order  to  attack  them  ;  and  their  enterprize  was  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  Having  demoliflied  the  forts,  they  took  the  four  (hips 
after  a  warm  engagement,  which  lafted  feveral  hours.  They 
next  entered  another  harbour  on  the  fame  iiland,  where  they 
had  intelligence  of  three  more  ihips  j  they  demolifhed  the  fort 
on  this  harbour,  and  carried  off  the  three  prizes.  In  returning 
to  Antigua  they  fell  in  with  thirteen  victuallers,  who  immedi- 
ately furrendered.  At  the  fame  time  eight  privateers  were  taken 
by  the  fhips  which  commodore  Douglas  employed  in  cruizing 
round  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe. 

While  the  Englifh  were  carried  forward  with  a  continual  tide 
of  profpcrity  in  diftant  parts  of  the  world,  no  adtion  of  im- 
portance was  atchieved  in  the  Britifh  feas  by  the  naval  force  of  . 
that  kingdom.  Admiral  Rodney  ftill  maintained  his  ftation  oft' 
the  coafh  of  Havre  de  Grace,  to  obferve  the  French  movements 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  Seine.  The  admirals  Bofcawen  and 
Hawke  alternately  commanded  the  powerful  fquadron  which 
ftill  remained  in  the  bay  of  Qn^iberon,  to  interrupt  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  enemy,  to  watch  and  detain  the  French  vcffels 
which  had  run  into  the  mouth  of  the  river  Villaine  after  the 
defeat  of  Conflans  j  and  to  divert  the  efforts  of  the  French 
from  other  quarters,  by  employing  a  great  number  of  their  for- 
ces on  that  part  of  the  coaft. 

Meanwhile  a  numerous  body  of  forces  were  affembled,  and 
a  great  number  of  tranfports  coUedted  at  Portfmouth.  The 
troops  were  a6lually  embarked  with  a  good  train  of  artillery  j 
generals  were  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  enterprize; 
and  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  were  fixed  upon  this  arma- 
ment, which  had  been  prepared  at  an  immenfe  expence,  and 
t]ie  deilination  of  which  remained  a  profound  fecret.     But,  to 

the 
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A.  D.  the  aftonifhment  of  all  thofe  who  were  not  admitted  behind  th« 
1760.  curtain,  the  whole  fummer  was  fpent  in  idlenefs  and   inadion, 
and  upon  the  death  of  the  late  king,  in  the  month  of  October 
following,  the  enterprize  was  entirely  laid  afide. 

The  feeming  inutihly  of  thefe  mighty  preparations  occafioned 
loud  clamours  in  the  nation.  Thefe  were  ftill  farther  increafed 
by  the  inactivity  of  the  powerful  fquadrons  in  the  Britifli  feas. 
It  was  faid,  that  with  either  of  thefe,  or  with  the  armament 
prepared  at  Portfmouth,  we  might  have  reduced  the  ifl.ind 
Martinico  in  the  Wefi:  Indies,  Mauritius  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  • 
or  Minorca  in  the  Mediterranean,  all  of  which  were  objefts 
equally  important  to  our  power  and  commer<;e  '1  It  was  aficed 
what  advantage  we  derived  from  thofe  fquadrons  which  were 
fo  v/ell  provided  in  all  neceffaries  by  the  liberality  of  the  fnpplies, 
but  vvliich  were  condemned  to  ina<Slivity,  or  employed  in  ufelefs 
parade?  This  queftion,  however,  was  not  unanfwerable.  The 
Armament  at  Portfmouth  might  be  intended  to  intimidate  the 
French  into  propofals  of  peace-,  to  alarm  the  coaft  of  Bretagne, 
and  thereby  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  Germany  ;  or  to 
tranfport  troops  into  Flanders,  in  order  to  effect  a  junclioii 
with  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  who,  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thoufand  men,  had  crolTed  the  Rhine,  and  was  at  firft 
as  fuccefsful  as  finally  unfortunate  in  that  daring  CKpedition. 

Nor  were  the  fquadrons  on  the  French  coafl  altogether  un- 
neceflary.  While  admiral  Rodney  hovered  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Seine,  he  perceived,  on  the  5th  of  July  at  noon  day,  five  large 
flat-bottomed  boats,  with  their  colours  flying,  as  if  they  had 
fet  the  Englilh  fquadron  at  defiance.  Thefe  boats  were  dif- 
patched  by  way  of  experiment,  to  try  whether  it  were  poffibic 
for  veflels  of  this  newly  invented  conftru£lion  to  efcape  the  vi- 
gilance and  efforts  of  an  Englifh  fleet.  The  French  had  pre- 
pared above  an  hundred  of  them,  which  then  lay  at  Caen  in 
Normandy.  The  ten  which  now  failed,  flood  backwards  and 
forwards  on  the  fhoals,  intending  to  amufe  Mr.  R.odney  tiU 
night,  and  then  to  proceed  under  cover  of  darknefs.  He  percei- 
ved their  drift,  and  gave  dire6tions  that  his  fniall  veficls  ihould 
be  ready  to  fail  in  the  night  for  the  mouth  of  the  river  Orne,  in 
order  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat,  while  he  himfelf  with  the 
larger  fliips  ftood  for  the  deep  coafl    of  Port  Baffin.     The  diC 
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pofiiion  was  judicious,  and  attended  with  fuccefs.  The  flat-  A.  D. 
bottomed  boats  having  no  way  to  eicape,  ran  aOiore  at  Port  1/(5'^' 
Baffin,  where  the  admiral  deitroyed  them,  together  with  the 
fmall  fort  which  had  been  cre£led  for  the  defence  of  this  har- 
bour. Each  of  thefe  vellels  was  one  hundred  feet  in  length, 
and  capable  of  containing  four  hundred  men.  The  dilal^er 
■which  befel  them  taught  the  French  minifter  of  the  marine  not 
to  build  any  further  hopes  upon  fuch  aukward  machines.  Thi 
remainder  were  ordered  to  be  unloaded  at  Caen,  and  fent  to 
Rouen  to  be  laid  up  as  ufelefs. 

This  was  liofthc  only  fervice  which  Rodney's  fquadron  per- 
formed. In  the  month  of  November,  captain  Gurry  of  the 
Atleon  chaced  a  large  privateer,  and  drove  her  on  (bore  be- 
tween Cape  Barfleur  and  La  Hogue ;  and  his  cutters  fcoured 
the  coail,  and  took  or  deitroyed  forty  veffcls  of  confiderabJe 
burden,  which  carried  on  a  great  fiOiing  near  Dieppe. 

Befides  the  purpofes  above-mentioned,  which  were  anfvvered 
by  admiral  Bofcawen's  fleet,  it  effectually  prevented  any  vellels 
from  failing  fi'om  the  harbours  of  Breft  or  R.ochfort,  with  the 
defign  to  reinforce  the  French  in  North  America,  which  might 
have  protracted  the  war  there  to  another  campaign.  The  enter- 
prizing  fpirit  of  this  Englifh  admiral,  impatient  of  continuing  To 
long  in  a  ftate  of  inaction  how  advantageous  foever  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  country,  prompted  him  to  employ  his  men  in  the 
execution  of  fome  actual  fervice.  He  exerciled  them,  therefore, 
in  taking  a  fmall  illand  near  the  river  Vannes,  which  he  order- 
ed them  to  cultivate  and  plant  with  vegetables  for  the  u{c.  cf 
the  feamen  infedted  with  fcorbutic  diiorders,  arifin?  from  the 
conftant  ufe  of  Adt  provifions,  from  the  fea  air,  and  from  a 
want  of  proper  exercife. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  relieved  Mr.  Bofcawen  in  Septem- 
ber, purfued  the  iame  [>lan.  Senfible  of  the  inconveniencies  to 
which  a  fleet  on  that  ilation  is  expofed  for  v.rar,t  of  frefli  water, 
which  muPc  be  carried  to  them  by  tranfpcrts  hired  on  purpoi'e 
he  detached  lord  Howe  in  the  Magnanime,  v/ith  the  fidns  Fre- 
derick and  Bedford,  to  reduce  the  little  ifland  Dumet,  Vv'hich. 
abounded  in  tliat  great  necelT-u-y  of  life.  This  ifiand,  about 
three  miles  in  length  and  two  in  breadth,  was  defended  by  a 
fmall  fort  mounted  with  naae  cannon,  and  garrifoned  with  one 
Vol.  IV.  Y  isompaa^ 
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A.  D.  company  of  the  regiment  of  Bourbon,  who  furrendered  with 
1  760,  little  or  no  refjftance  after  the  fhips  had  begun  the  attack. 

We  have  not  interrupted  the  hiftory  of  the  BritKh  fquadrons 
by  relating  the  exploits  of  particular  cruizers,  feveral  of  which 
conferred  the  bigheft  honour  on  the  Engliih  navy.  On  the  2d 
of  April  captain  Skinner  of  the  Biddeford,  and  captain  Kenne- 
dy of  the  Flamborough,  both  frigates,  having  failed  from  Lif- 
bon,  fell  in  with  two  large  French  frigates,  convoy  to  a  fleet  of 
merchant  fhips,  which  the  Englilla  captains  immediately  deter- 
mined to  engage,  notvvithftanding  the  great  inferiority  of  their 
ftrength.  The  enemy  did  not  decline  the  battle,  which  began 
about  half  an  hour  after  fix  in  the  evening,,  and  raged  with 
great  fury  till  eleven.  By  this  time  the  Flamborough  had  loft 
fight  of  the  Biddeford,  and  the  frigate  with  which  the  formes 
was  engaged  bore  away  with  all  the  fail  flie  could  carry.  Cap- 
tain Kennedy  purfued  her  till  noon  the  next  day,  when  he  in- 
tirely  loft  fight  of  her;  by  which  means  flic  got  into  Lifbon 
with  the  lofs  of  feveral  men  befides  the  lieutenant  of  marineSj 
and  confiderably  damaged  in  her  hull  and  rigging.  In  three 
days  he  was  joined  by  the  Biddeford,  v/ho,.  after  a  moft  fevere 
confli6l,  had  compelled  her  antagonift  to  fly,  and  had  chaced 
her  till  flie  was  out  of  fight.  Soon  after  the  n£lion  began, 
captain  Skinner,  v/hile  flanding  upon  the  arm-cheft  to  infpef^ 
t-he  feveral  pods,  and  to  animate  his  men  by  his  example,  was 
unfortunately  killed.  He  was  an  officer  equally  brave  and 
bountiful,  anil  as  much  beloved  for  his  gentlenefs  and  humanity 
as  refpe£ted  for  his  ficill  and  courage  by  thofe  who  ferved  under 
him.  The  command  devolved  upon  the  honourable  lieutenant 
KnoUis,  who  maintained  the  battle  with  great  fpirit,  even  after 
he  was  wounded  ;  and  a  fecond  ihot  through  his  body  depri- 
ved him  of  life.  Notwithftanding  thefe  difaflers,  the  crew  of 
the  Biddeford,.  thotigh  deprived  of  their  officers,  their  main 
top-maft  fliot  away,  the  {hip  difabled  in  her  rigging,  and  the 
enemy's  fire  which  continued  exceedingly  hot,  difcovered  no 
(igns  of  fear  or  of  difinclination  to  the  fcrvlce.  The  mailer  of 
the  fiiip  now  afiumed  the  command,  and  every  man  aboard 
a£led  as  if  on  his  perfonal  bravery  alone  the  fortune  of  the 
engagement  had  depended.  V/hile  the  mafter  kept  the  quarter- 
deck,, and  took  care  of  the  pofts  there,  the  purfer  was  fiationed 
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en  the  main-ileck,  and  kept  up  n  brilk  and  well-direftcd  fire.  A.  D. 
Numbers  of  the  wounded  men  returned  with  chenrfulnefs  to  1760. 
their  ports,  after  the  furgeon  had  dreflcrd  tlicir  wounds.  Their 
eool  determined  valour  prevailed  over  a  fliip  double  their  own. 
in  ftrength.  The  enemy's  fire  began  to  flacken,  one  '^un  be- 
coming fjient  after  niiother,  till  the  enemy  did  not  difcharge  four 
guns  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  It  was  believed  they  were  going  to 
flrikc;  but  it  proved,  that' they  were  preparing  for  flight;  for  a 
i'.ttlc  after,  about  ten  at  night,  the  engagement  having  laftetl 
three  hours,  they  bore  away  with  all  the  lail  tl^ey  could  crowd. 
The  -BIddeford  took  the  opportunity  to  pour  a  broadfide  into 
her  enemy,  and  a  volley  of  ftnall  arms  nearly  at  the  fame  in- 
flant.  But,  when  ihe  attempted  to  chace,  theiailors  found  they 
had  no  command  of  their  fliip,  the  rigging  being  cut  to  pieces^ 
and  the  mafts  and  yards  fliattercd  and  difabled. 

The  fpirit  of  enterprize,  a  conrcioufnefs  of  their  ov/n  fupcrio- 
rity,  and  a  contenipt  of  the  French,  feem  to  have  been  comm'u- 
ricated  to  the  mcineft  fea:nan  of  Great  Britain  at  this  happy 
period.  As  an  example  of  this  kind,  the  bravery  of  iive  Iriih- 
men  and  a  boy,  belonging  to  the  crew  oF  a  fliip  from  Water- 
ford,  has  been  much  celebrated.  The  fliip,  in  her  return  from 
Bilboa,  being  taken  by  a  French  privateer  offUlhant,  the  cap- 
tors removed  all  the  hands  but  thcfe  five  men  and  a  boy,  who 
were  left  to  alhft  nine  Frcuchmen  in  navigating  the  vefTei.  Theie 
daring  Hibernians  immediately  loriDcd  a  plan  of  infurreciion, 
which  they  cKecu'ccd  with  fuccefs.  Four  of  the  French  mariners 
being  below  deck,  three  aloft  among  the  rigging,  one  at  the 
helm,  and  another  walking  the  deck,  Brian.,  who  headed  the 
enterprize,  tripped  up  the  heels  of  the  French  fleerfmati,  feized 
his  piftol,  and  difcharged  it  at  him  vi/ho  v.-alked  the  deck  ;  but, 
miffing  the  mark,  he  knocked  him  down  with  the  butt- end  of 
the  piece.  At  the  fame  time  hallooing  to  his  confederates  be-  ^ 
low,  they  afTailed  the  enemy  with  llcir  broad  fwords,  and,  fcoa 
compelling  them  to  fubmit,  came  upon  deck,  and  (luit  the 
hatches.  The  Irifli  being  now  in  pGirelllon  of  the  quarter-deck, 
the  French  who  were  aloft  called  for  quarter,  and  furrendered 
without  oppofition.  As  neither  Brian  nor  any  of  his  afTociates 
could  read  or  write,  or  knew  the  lead  principle  of  navigation, 
they  0;eered  the  fliip  northward  at  a  venture,  and  the  Hrft  land 
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A.  D.  tliey  made  was  the  neighbourhood  of  Youghall  in  the  county  of 

1760.  Cork. 

The  captures  from  the  French,  v.'ithin  the  courfe  of  this  year, 
coniifted  of  royal  ihips  of  war,  privateers,  and  armed  mercliant- 
jnen,  The  royal  fiilps  were  lix,  mounting  in  all  176  guns. 
The  privateers  and  armed  merchantmen  amounted  to  i  10,  which 
carried  848  carriage-guns,  240  fwivels,  ami  6389  men.  The 
En»Iifli  navy  fuffered  little  from  the  French  durino  this  period, 
btit  fuftained  great  damage  fiom  the  weather.  The  Conqueror, 
a  new  fhip  ot  the  line,  was  lolt  in  the  channel  off  the  illand  of 
St.  Nicholas;  the  crew  an(l  guns  were  faved.  The  Lyme  of 
twenty  guns  foundered  in  the  Cattegate  in  Norway,  and  fifty  of 
the  men  perifhed.  In  the  WeO:  indies  a  tender  belonging  to  the 
Dublin  commanded  by  commodore  8ir  James  Douglas,  was 
loft  in  a  gale  of  wind,- with  loo  chofen  mariners,  But  thefc 
lofTes,  great  as  they  were,  feemed  inconhderable,  compared  to 
that  of  the  Ramillics,  a  magnificent  iliip  of  the  fecond  rate,  be- 
lonfring  to  the  fquadron  which  admiral  Bofcawen  commanded 
en  the  coaft  of  France.  In  the  beginning  of  February  a  feries 
of  ftormy  weather  obliged  the  admiral  to  return  from  the  bay  of 
Qiiberon  to  Plymouth,  where  he  arrived  with  much  difficulty. 
The  Ramillies,  having  overlhot  the  entrance  to  the  found,  and 
being  embayed  near  a  point  called  the  Bolt-head,  about  four 
leagues  higher  up  the  channel,  was  daflied  in  pieces  among  the 
rocks,  after  her  anchors  and  cables  had  given  way.  All,  her 
otiicers  and  men,  (one  midfliipman  and  twenty-fiye  of  the  fea- 
men  excepted),  amouriting  to  700,  periPncd. 

The  number  of  merchant  vcileis  taken  by  the  French  amount- 
ed to  above  300,  chielb,',  however,  coafters  and  coalliers  of  very 
inconfidcrabic  vah:e.  Nor  would  it  have  been  at  all  furpriHng 
if  the  French  had  taken  not  only  more  numerous  but  more  va- 
luable prizes.  "While  their  own  commerce  was  in  a  great  mea" 
fare  deftroyed,  and  they  had  no  merchant  ihips  at  fea  but  fome 
coafters,  and  2  few  vcHcls,  under  convoy  from  the  V/eft;  Indies, 
the  trading  tleets  of  England  covered  the  ocean.  Every  year  her 
commerce  was  augmenting;  the  money  which  the  war  carried 
out  was  returned  by  the  produce  of  her  induftry;  the  finking 
■fund  ainountcu  auiiually  to  above  three  millions;  and,  in  the 
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▼ear  17^0,  8000  veflels  were  employed  by  the  traders  of  Great  A.  D. 
Britain.  ^  T^©- 

But,  notwitl-ifi;;^nding  this  happy  flow  of  profperity,  if  we 
compare  the  naval  and  military  tranfadlions  of  the  prefent  vcaF 
with  thofe  of  the  preceding,  they  will  appear  extremely  inconfi- 
derable.  Excepting  the  redu6tion  of  Montreal,  which  was  a 
natural  confequence  of  out*  prior  conquefts  in  Canada,  no  addi- 
tional acquifitions  of  great  confequence  had  been  made  by  the 
Britifli  arms.  The  Engliih  ftrength  and  wealth  were  employed 
in  the  war  of  Germany  ;  but  our  operations,  undertaken  upon 
national  principles,  and  tending  to  the  intereil  of  Great  Britain, 
began  gradually  to  languilh.  It  was  hoped,  therefore,  that  af- 
ter a  general  war  .of  five  years,  carried  on  upon  a  larger  fcule, 
?.nd  attended  with  greater  expence,  and  more  furprifing  revolu- 
tions of  fortune,  than  any  war  of  equal  duxatiofi  that  had  ever 
taken  place  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  it  was  now  full  time 
to  give  tranquillity  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  all  of 
which  had  been  fliaken  by  our  commotions.  The  pofture  of 
affairs  was  now  much  altered  from  what  had  taken  place  during 
the  firir  periods  of  hoftility.  The  ambition  of  France,  which 
had  inflamed  the  fuel  of  dillenfion,  had  been  crowned  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Admiral  Byng  behaved  dif« 
gracefully  in  the  Mediterranean,  Tvlinorca  was  taken,  and  the 
battle  of  riaftembeck  feemed  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  e]e£lorate 
of  Hanover.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  v/as  Ihut  up  at  Clofter- 
feven,  and  the  Canadians  obtained  confiderablc  advantages  over 
the  Engliih  in  North  America.  But  nov/  all  was  changed.  The 
Frer.ch  had  not  reaped  the  fruits  which  they  expected  from  their 
fuccefs  in  Germany,  and  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  fome  part 
of  their  conquells;  their  intereil  was  totally  ruined  in  North 
America  •,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they  had  formerly  fo  many 
ilourilhing  fettlements,  they  were  confined  to  one  town  ;  and 
the  principal  fource  of  their  wealth  was  cut  off  by  the  lofs  of 
Guadaloupe,  Goree,  and  Senegal,  and  the  deftrudlion  of  their 
commerce  and  fhipping.  The  misfortunes  which  France  had 
already  experienced  in  carrying  on  a  naval  war  againfl  Great: 
Britain,  induced  her,  as  early  as  the  year  1758,  to  fignify  her 
pacific  intentions  to  the  Engliih  miniftry,  who  declined  hftening 
4t  that  time  to  any  propolals  of  negcciation.     In  the  following 
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A.  D.  year  the  court  of  London  was  not  fo  decifively  bent  on  continu-- 
1700.  jpg  j.|^g  war;  but  it  was  not  till  1761  that  they  began  to  think 
fcriouily  of  laying  down  their  victorious  arms.  Had  France  been 
equally  fincere  in  the  wiflies  for  accommodation  v/hich  Ihe  pub- 
licly profeffed,  matters  might  then  have  been  amicably  adjufled. 
But  ihe  had  by  this  time  difcovered  an  after  game,  which  re- 
mained for  her  to  play,  notwithftanding  all  her  bad  fortune. 
She  had  alarmed  the  pride  and  jealoufy  of  tive  court  of  Spain, 
w'hofe  rich  and  extenfive  American  poflefTions  leemed  novv  to 
lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  and  whofc  honour  was 
deeply  wounded  in  the  difgrace  inflicted  on  the  hi  ft  prince  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  If  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  Spaniili  mo- 
narchy, augmented  by  continual  accefiions  during  a  long  peace, 
could  be  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  hoftility,  France  expedfed  to 
be  able  ftill  to  retrieve  her  aifairs.  Wliile  Ihe  publicly  declared 
for  peace,  her  fecret  hopes  were  all  centered  in  war;  fne  treat- 
ed of  friendfliip  with  a  fpirit  of  enmity  ;  and,  the  falle  principles 
upon  which  flie  negociated  being  difcovered  by  the  penetration 
of  the  Britifh  m.iniftry,  thefe  allowed  not  the  profpe€t  of  a 
treaty  to  amufe  them  into  a  hegleCt  of  the  navai  and  military 
operations  which  had  been  previoufly  concerted. 

The  parliament  which  .alTembletl  the  iSth  of  November, 
I  760,  had  voted  70,000  feanien  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
year,  including  18,355  ""larines,  and  a  fum  not  exceeding  4 
pounds  monthly  per  man  for  their  maintenance,  the  whole 
nmounting  to  3,640,000  pounds.  No  material  alteration  was 
n'lade  in  the  diipofiticn  of  the  feveral  fqiiadrons  which  confti- 
tuted  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.  That  in  the  bay  of  QViiberoti 
was  commanded  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  Charles  H^rdv. 
Admiral  Saunders  was  ftationed  in  the  Mediterranean.  The 
rear-admirals  Stevens  and  Corniih  commanded  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, rear-admiral  Holmes  at  Janiaicn,  Sir  James  Douglas  at  the 
Leeward  iilands,  and  lord  Colville  at  Haiihix  in  Nova  ^cotja. 
Befides  thefe,  fingle  Ihips  cruized  in  diflercnt  parts,  in  order  to 
protect  tlie  liritilli  merci'santmen,  and  fquadrons  were  occafion- 
ally  equippetl  under  various  comniandcrs. 
1761.  The  fcene  of  action,  in  the  year  1761,  opened  in  the  Eiift 
Indies.  After  the  defeat  of  the  French  near  V/andcwa/h,  the 
ta'<:i!ig  of  ta?  cliy  Arcot,  and  the  rcduclion  of  the  fortrefTes  of 

ChittepLit 


OF     King     GEORGE    III.  175 

Cliitteput  and  Carrical,  the  French  were  blocked  up  in  Pondl-  A.  D. 
cherry,  a  town  o£  near  four  miles  in  circuit,  elegantly  built,  i?'^^* 
fi:rongly  fortified,  and  defended  by  the  whole  force  which  re- 
mained to  thd  enemy  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  The  perio- 
dical rains  which  fall  on  that  coalt  rendered  a  regular  fiege  im- 
pracfticable  ;  fo  that  the  blockade,  which  had  been  commenced 
by  the  fleet  under  admiral  Stevens  and  the  land  forces  under 
colonel  Coote,  was  continued  with  the  beft  difpofition,  and  the 
moft:  extraordinary  patience,  for  full  feven  months.  On  tlis 
26th  of  November,  1760,  four  batteries  were  raifed,  at  foms 
dillance,  to  enfilade  the  flreets  of  Pondicherry,  whilft  others 
-  were  advanced  nearer,  in  order  to  play  upon  the  works.  The 
works  of  the  befiegers  fuffered  much  from  ftorms,  which  ruined 
the  batteries  and  approaches  :  but  thefe  were  repaired  with  greac 
alacrity,  and  the  enemy  was  reduced  to  the  molt  extrenis 
diftrefs.  They  lived  on  camels,  elephants,  dogs,  and  cats. 
Even  this  wretched  provilion  was  fo  fcarce,  that  it  was  purcha- 
fed  at  an  immenfe  price  :  five  pounds  had  been  paid  forthefleila 
of  a  dog. 

In  the  midfl:  of  this  diftrefs  their  hopes  v/ere  fuddenly  revived 
by  a  dreadful  misfortune  which  happened  to  the  Englifli  fleer. 
On  the  firfi:  of  January,  1761,  one  of  thofe  terrible  tempell.s, 
fp  deftruiftive  and  fo  frequent  in  the  Indian  feas,  obliged  admiral 
Stevens  to  flip  his  cables  and  put  to  fea.  The  reft  of  the  BritiPa 
fquadron  were  driven  from  before  the  v/alls  of  Pondicherry. 
The  Duke  of  Aquitaine  and  the  Sunderland  foundered  in  the 
ftorm,  antl  their  crews  periflied.  The  Neu'caftle,  the  Queen- 
borough,  and  Proteclpr  flre-fliip,  were  driven  on  fliore  and 
deftroyed  ;  but  the  men  were  happily  faved,  together  with  the 
guns,  flores,  and  proviiions.  ISIany  other  fhips  fuftained  con- 
fiderable  damage.  This  unexpefted  difafler  elevated  to  the 
higliefl:  pitch  the  fpirits  of  the  garrifon,  and  general  Lally,  fee- 
ing the  port  clear,  lol]:  not  a  moment  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  thti 
French  agent  in  the  neighbouring  neutral  fettlements,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  fupply  of  proviQons.  This  letter  was  intercepted  by 
admiral  Stevens,  and  is  publilhed  in  the  appendix'',  as  it  difco- 
vers  the  flngular  charaiftcr  of  this  daring  adventurer.     As  th'^ 
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A.  D.  nJmiral  imagined,  that  Lally  had  made  the  faine  rolicitationsby 
1 761.  other  meffengers,  he  immediately  cHlpatched  letters  co  the  Dutch 
?.nd  Danifli  fcttlements,  mentioning  the  good  condition  of  the 
greater  part  oF  his  fleet,  and  afluring  them  that  he  would  make 
prize  of  fuch  velTeis  as  he  found  infringing  the  neutrality  by  at- 
tempting to  fupply  the  enemy.  He  was  fufficiently  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  good  his  threats ;  for,  in  four  days  after  the  ftorm, 
he  had,  with  incredible  diligence  and  celerity,  repaired  tl^.c  da- 
mage of  his  fhips,  and  appeared  before  Pondicherry  with  eleven 
fail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  all  fit  for  fervice.  The  fiege 
was  now  carried  on  with  redoubled  ardour.  By  the  15th  of 
January  a  battery  was  raifed  within  point  blank;  a  breach  was 
effected  in  the  curtain  ;  the  weft  face  and  Hank  of  the  north- 
Aveft  baflion  were  ruined,  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  entirely 
filenced.  The  principal  of  the  Jefuits  came  out  with  two  civi- 
lians, and  propofed  terms  of  capitulation  in  the  name  of  the  in- 
habitants. General  Lally  difdained  to  capitulate,  but  fent  out 
a  paper,  full  of  invectives  againft  the  Engiifli  for  breach  of 
treaties  relative  to  India  :  the  obftinacy  of  the  governor  r^iade 
the  propofal  of  the  inhabitants  be  difregarded  j  fo  that  the  city 
of  Pondicherry,  with  a  garrifon  of  near  2000  European  foldiers, 
a  vaft  quantity  of  military  (tores,  and  great  riches,  was,  without 
.  any  formal  furrendcr,  abandoned  to  the  difcretion  of  the  be- 
fiegers. 

After  the  reduction  of  Pondicherry  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman- 
del,  a  body  of  Englifh  forces  was  en^barked  for  an  expedition 
againft  Mahie,  a  fcttlement  on  t'.ie  coaft  of  Ivlalabar,  which  the 
French  had  lately  fortified  at  a  very  confiderable  expence.  The 
place  was  attacked  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  the  French  gover- 
noT  thought  proper  to  furrender  it  about  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary, by  which  means  the  Englifh  obtained  the  command  of 
the  whole  peninfula  of  India,  the  moft  extenfive  as  well  as  the 
moft  profitable  fphere  of  commerce  in  the  world. 

Thefe  important  fucceffes  had  not,  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  been  chequered  by  any  confiderable  misfortune  at- 
tending the  Britifli  arms  in  the  eaft.  We  muit  not,  however, 
omit  to  mention  the  atchievements  of  the  count  d'Eftaing,  who 
in  the  year  1759  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Englifh  fort  of 
Couibroon  in  the  Gulf  of  Perfia,  and  taken  two  frigates,  v/hh 
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three  other  vefTels  belonging  to  the  company.  He  performed  A.  D. 
this  with  four  (hips  under  Dutch  colours,  one  of  which  carried  1761. 
fixty-four  guns,  and  another  twenty-two,  with  a  land  force  of 
150  Europeans,  and  about  200  CafFres.  In  the  fucceeding  year 
the  fort  of  Natal  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  furrendered  to  him  at 
difcretion,  and  he  found  two  fliips  in  the  road.  He  afterwards 
failed  to  Sumatra,  where  the  Englilh  carried  on  a  great  trade  in 
pepper,  and,  before  the  end  of  the  following  April,  reduced 
Tapponapoli  and  Bencoolen  or  Marlborough  fort,  which  hift, 
though  in  a  good  llate  of  defence,  was  ingtorioufly  abandoned 
by  the  Englifli  garrifon,  after  they  had  burnt  a  vefTel  richly 
loaded,  (the  Denham  Indiaman),  that  lay  in  the  harbour^ 
The  atlivity  and  enterprize  of  Mr.  d'Eftaing  would  deferve 
commendation,  if  his  chara£ler  had  not  been  flrongly  marked 
with  perfidy  and  cruelty.  He  had  furrendered  himfelf  at  the 
fiege  of  Madras,  and  had  engaged  not  to  ferve  againll  the  Ersg- 
lifh  until  he  fliould  be  regularly  exchanged ;  fo  that,  when  he 
attacked  Gambroon,  he  was  a  prifoner  on  parole.  When  he 
became  mafter  of  that  place,  he  paid  no  regard  to  the  terms  on 
■which  it  had  furrendered.  He  promifed  to  prevent  thefts  and 
diforders;  but  the  houfes  were  fet  on  fire,  and  the  factory  given  , 
up  to  the  licentious  pillage  of  the  Arabs. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  French  from  North  America,  the 
Englifh  found  in  the  Cherokees  a  cruel  and  barbarous  and  not 
an  unwarlike  enemy.  They  defended  themfelves  with  a  favage 
beroifm  againft  the  fuperior  arts  of  a  civilized  nation,  nor  could 
thev  be  reduced  to  the  necefhty  of  accepting  a  peace  from  their 
conquerors,  until  the  Englifli  had  penetrated  with  preat  courage 
and  perfeverance  into  their  country,  deftroyed  fifteen  of  their 
towns  or  villages,  and  burnt  or  cut  down  the  greatefl:  part  of 
their  harveft. 

Yv'hile  the  continent  of  North  America  was  thus  reduced  to 
a  ftate  of  undifturbed  obedience,  the  Britilli  fquadrons  vv'ere  dill 
carrying  on  their  conqucfts  in  the  Weft  Indies.  On  the  fourth, 
cf  June  Sir  James  Doughs  failed  from  Guadaloupe  with  the 
Dublin,  Belliqueux,  Sunderland,  and  Montague,  four  fliips  of 
the  line,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  lord  Ptollo,  deftined  for  an  expedition  againft  the  ifland 
df  Dominica.     This  ifiaiidj  :':ough  one  ofthofe  called  neutral, 
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A.  D.  had  been  occupied  and  fortified  by  the  French.  Its  extent  h 
^T^^'  about  ten  leagues  in  length,  and  eight  in  breadth;  it  is  well 
watered  by  rivers  plentifully  fupplied  with  fiih  ;  produces  abun- 
dant pat^ure  for  cattle,  and  is  very  fruitful  in  coitee,  cocoa,  to- 
bacco, and  cotton.  It  is  fituated  within  ten  leagues  of  Marti- 
nico,  the  capital  of  the  French  fugar-iflands,  which,  in  cafe  of 
an  invafion,  it  could  eaflly  fupply  with  men  and  provifions ;  a 
circumftance  which  rendered  it  of  great  importance  to  France, 
and  an  object  worthy  the  ambition  of  the  Britifli  miniftry. 

The  armament  under  lord  Roilo  and  Sir  James  Douglas  ar- 
rived within  a  league  of  Rofeau,  the  capital  of  Dominica,  oil 
the  fixth  of  June ;  and  the  fleet  having  anchored,  a  lieutenant 
of  the  navy,  accompanied  by  a  land  ofEccr,  was  immediately 
difpatched  with  a  manifefto,  figned  by  the  coinmodore  and  ge- 
neral, requiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  neutral  ifland  of  Domi- 
nica to  furrender,,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  ma- 
jefty  king  George.  The  manifefto  being  read  to  the  people  of 
Rofeau,  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  fet  off  in  a  boat,  and 
went  on  board  the  Englifti  fleet.  Their  behaviour  and  conver- 
fation  difcovered  no  diflike  to  the  Britifli  government :  on  the 
contrary,  they  ieemed  very  well  pleafed  that  his  majefty's  forces 
had  come  to  take  pofTc-iTion  of  the  ifland*  But  when  they  were 
put  on  ihore  in  the  afternoon,  they,,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the 
inhabitants,  were  encouraged  by  the  French  governor,  Mr; 
Longprice,  to  fiand  on  the  defensive,  and  to  declare  they  would 
iiot  tamely  I'urrender,  while  they  had  arms  in  their  hands.  As 
fbon  as  this  determination  was  known,  the  fliips  anchored 
as  near  as  poiTible  to  the  fhore,  and  the  neceiFary  difpofitions 
were  made  for  landing  the  troops.  This  was  elFedted,  about 
five  in  the  evening,  under  cover  of  the  (hipping.  They  formed 
quickly  on  the  beach  ;  and,  while  the  main  divifion  took  pof- 
fciTion  of  the  town,  the  corps  of  grenadiers,  confifting  of  the 
companies  of  the  fourth  and  twenty-fecond  regiments,  feized  a 
fianking  battery,  and  part  of  the  adjoining  entrenchment,  which 
had  been  abandoned.  But  the  enemy  continued  to  annoy  the 
liritirti  troops  by  their  mufquetry  from  behind  buflies  and  trees> 
and  by  their  cannon  fired  from  a  battery  which  overlooked  the 
town.  By  this  means  the  troops  might  have  fufFered  greatly 
during  the  night  j,  the  enemy,  perhaps,  might  have  been  rein- 
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forced  before  morning,  and,  fortified  in  a  ftrong  poft  with  four  A.  D. 
entrenchments  on  a  fteep  hill,  might  have  been  enabled  to  make  176,1. 
a  vigorous  defence.  Lord  RoUo,  therefore,  judged  it  beft  to 
order  them  to  be  immediately  dillodged  by  the  grenadiers  lup- 
ported  by  the  battalions;  which  fervice  was  performed  with 
fo  much  order  and  rapidity,  that,  before  night,  the  French 
were  driven  fucceffively  from  all  their  entrenchments,  and  the 
battery  above  them,  where  colonel  Meivill  immediately  took 
poft  with  his  grenadiers.  Lord  Rollo  continued  at  their  advan- 
ced poft  during  the  night,  having  eftablifiied  a  communication, 
by  proper  guards,  -with  the  reft  of  the  troops  who  pofleffed  the 
town.  Next  day  he  eftablifiied  his  head-quarters  at  Rofeau, 
where  he  received  the  fubmiffion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  came 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his 
Britannic  majefty. 

While  this  important  conqueft  was  acquired  by  the  affiftance 
of  part  of  the  fquadron  belonging  to  the  Leeward  illands,  the 
remainder  v/ere  employed  in  protecting  the  Britilb  traders,  and 
fcouring  thofe  feas  of  the  Martinico  privateers,  of  which  they 
took  a. great  number.  Nor  was  the  fquadron  ftationed  off  Ja- 
maica lefs  vigilant,  or  lefs  alert  :  rear-admiral  Holmes  who 
commanded  there,  planned  his  cruizes  with  judgment,  and  exe- 
cuted them  with  fuccefs.  Having  received  intelligence  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  that  feveral  Ihips  of  war  belonging  to  the 
enemy  had  failed  from  Port  Louis,  he  immediately  made  fuch  a 
difpolition  of  his  fquadron  as  was  moft  likely  to  intercept  them. 
He  himfelf  in  the  Hampftiire  fell  in  with  the  St.  Anne,  and 
chaced  her  to  leeward  down  upon  the  Centaur.  The  French 
captain,  perceiving  this  Inft  fhip,  and  dreading  the  danger  of 
being  between  two  fires,  hauled  up  between  them,  and  ran  clofe 
in  fliore,  until  he  was  becalmed  about  a  league  to  the  north- 
ward of  Donna  Maria  bay.  The  Centaur  chaced,  and  got  up 
along-afide  ;  upon  which  the  Frenchman,  who  had  fired  his  ftern 
■chace,  ftruck  his  colours,  and  furrendered  a  very  fine  ftiip, 
pierced  for  lixty-four  guns,  loaded  with  coffee,  fugar,  and  in- 
digo, and  manned  with  near  400  failors  and  marines. 

Earlier  in  the  fame  year  the  French  were  foiled  in  an  attempt 
.to  regain  a  footing  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  'J'hey  were  too  fen- 
iTible  of  the  advantages  attending  the  lucrative  trade  of  this  coaft, 
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A-  D.  to  remain  fatisfied  under  a  total  exclufion  from  it.  In  order  to 
1761.  recover  fome  parr  of  what  they  had  loft,  they  fent  two  frigates 
to  fiirprize  Ja:Ties-fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia.  The  little 
garrifon  there,  received  them  with  fuch  refolution,  that  one 
frigate  was  forced  on  fliore,  and  loft ;  and  the  other  failed  off, 
after  having  fuftained  confiderable  damage.  There  had  been 
two  more  frigates  appointed  by  the  French  to  a£l  on  this  fer- 
vice.  But  thefe  had  been  intercepted  by  Sir  Edward  Hawke's 
fquadron,  ftationed  in  the  bay  of  Quiberon. 

This  unimportant  capture,  and  that  of  a  few  merchantmen  of 
litrle  value,  did  not  juftify  to  the  nation  the  ina6livity  in  which 
the  Britifti  fquadron  on  the  coaft  of  France  had  been  allowed  to 
remain.  Something  of  greater  confequence  was  expefted  from 
fuch  a  powerful  armament  under  the  direction  of  fuch  naval  com- 
manders as  Sir  Edward  Havvke  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy.  But  in 
the  month  of  March,  to  the  general  furprize  and  indignation  of 
the  public,  the  two  admirals  returned  to  Spithead,  and  another 
fquadron,  with  a  great  body  of  land  forces  on  board,  was  after- 
wards fent  to  occupy  their  ftation.  This  fquadron  confifted  of 
the  Sandwich,  ninety  guns ;  the  Valiant,  Temeraire,  Torbay, 
Dragon,  and  SwiflTure,  feventy-four  guns  each;  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  feventy  guns;  the  Hampton-court  and  Efiex,  fixty-four 
guns  each  ;  the  Achilles,  fixty  guns  ;  and  feveral  frigates,  bomb- 
ketches  and  fire-fhips,  with  upwards  of  an  hundred  tranfports, 
carrying  900  foldiers  under  the  command  of  major-general 
Hodgfon.  The  expedition  was  intended  againft  Belleifle,  the 
redutlion  of  which,  it  was  imagined,  would  be  attended  with 
inconfiderable  diukulties  and  many  advantages.  This  ifland  is 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  leagues  in  circumference,  and  the 
largeft  of  all  the  European  iilands  belong'ng  to  the  French  king. 
It  contains  only  one  city  called  La  Palais,  three  country  towns, 
103  villages,  and  about  5000  inhabitants,  who  live  by  the  na- 
tural fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  curing  and  vending  of  pil- 
chards. There  are  three  harbours  in  this  ifland,  Palais,  Lau- 
zion,  and  Goulfard,  every  one  of  which  labours  under  fomc 
confiderable  defeat.  But,  although  the  harbours  are  bad,  fmall 
privateers  might  ifiue  from  thence  greatly  to  the  moleftation  of 
the  French  coafting  trade,  and  the  fleet  of  England  might  ride, 
^ctw.eeii  thefc  harbours  aiiu  the  continent  of  France,  in  a  well- 
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protedled  road.     The  real  advantages,  however,  arifing  from  A,  I\ 
this  conquefl:,  were  not  the  only  inducements  to  undertake  it.  1761. 
Nothing  could  wound  more  cruelly  the  pride  of  France  than  the 
acquifition  of  what  might  be  regarded  as  a  pare  of  her  coaft  } 
and,  at  the   fame   time,   the  jealoufy  of  Spain  would   be  lefs 
alarmed  by  our  advantages  in  this  quarter,  than  by  thofe  which 
we  might  obtain  by  pulhing  our  conquelts  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  fleet  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  29th  of  March  in  three 
divifions,    commanded  by  commodore    Keppel,    8ir    Thomas 
Stanhope,  and  captain  Barton.    On  the  6th  of  April  a  wefterly 
wind  enabled  them  to  approach  the  coaft  of  France,  and  the 
commodore  detached  feveral  frigates,    with  orders  to  ftation 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  intercept  the  enemy's 
communication  with  the  continent.     Next  morning  the  fleet 
paflcd  along  the  fouthern  fiiore  of  the  ifland,   and  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  great  road,  about  12  o'clock  at  noon.    The  com- 
manders agreed,  that  the  defcent  ought  to  be  made  on   the 
fouth-eaft   extremity   of  the  ifland,   near  the  Point  Lomaria. 
But,    in   order  to  aniufe  the    enemy,   a   feint  was    made    to 
attack  the  citadel  of  Palais-,   while   two  large  fliips  conveyed 
the  troops  to  the  intended  landing-place,  and  filenced  a  battery 
which  the  enemy  had  there  ere6led.     The  flat-bottomed  boats 
were  now  approaching  the  fliore,  and  about  260  had  adlually 
landed  under  the  command  of  major  Purcel  and  captain  Ofborne, 
when  the  enemy,  fuddenly  appearing  on  the  heights,  poured  in 
fuch  a  fevere  fire  as  threw  them  into  the  utmoft  confiifion,  and 
intimidated  the  reft  of  the  troops  from  landing.     Captain  Of- 
borne, at  the  head  of  60  grenadiers,  advanced  with  great  intre- 
pidity fo  near  as  to  exchange  feveral  thrufts   with   the  French 
officer.     But  the  handful  of  men  which  he  commanded  were 
foon  overpowered  by  numbers.     He  himfelf,  as  well  as  major 
Purcel  and  two  fea-officers,  were  fliot,  and  the  attempt  ended 
with  the  lofs  cf  above  500  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners. 
This  difcouraging  check  was  fucceeded  by  tempefluous  weather, 
which  did  confiderable  damage  to  the  large  veiTcls,  and  ftaved 
or  overfet  20  flat-bottomed  boats. 

Thefe  difafters  did  not  difpirit  the  Englifli  commanders.  They 
determined  to  examine  the  whole  coaft,  in  order  to  find  a  place 
rppre  favourable  for  j\nother  attack.     As  focn  as  the  weather 
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A.  D.  afforded  them  the  profpefl  of  making  a  fecond  trial,  they  pitch- 
^j^^'  ed  on  a  place  near  the  above-mentioned  point  of  Lomaria, 
where  the  exceffive  fteepnefs  and  difficulty  of  the  rocks  had 
rendered  the  enemy  lefs  attentive  than  elfewhere.  On  the  2 2d 
of  April,  in  the  morning,  the  troops  were  difpofed  in  flat-bot- 
tomed boats,  and  rowed  towards  different  parts  of  the  ifland  ; 
which  di]lra<5led  the  French  operations,  and  obhged  them  to 
divide  their  forces.  Meanwhile  captain  Paterfon,  at  the  head 
of  Beauclerk's  grenadiers,  and  captain  Murray,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  marines,  landed  near  Lomaria,  mounted  the  precipice 
with  aftoniftiing  intrepidity,  and  fuftained  the  whole  fire  of 
the  enemy,  until  they  were  reinforced  by  the  approach  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  English  troops.  The  French  then  retired 
before  the  bayonets  of  the  Britifh  foldiers,  leaving  many  of 
their  wounded  companions  and  feveral  field-pieces.  Nor  was 
the  action  without  lofs  on  our  fide.  Forty  men  were  killed, 
and  many  more  wounded,  among  whom  were  colonel  Macken- 
y/.e  and  captain  Murray  of  the  marines,  and  captain  Paterfon  of 
Beauclerk's  grenadiers,  who  lofi:  his  arm  in  the  engagement. 

The  whole  army  being  now  landed,  Mr.  de  St.  Croix  orders 
ed  all  his  out-pofts  to  repair  to  a  camp  under  the  walls  of  the 
town  of  Palais,  where  he  determined  to  make  a  vigorous  de- 
fence, his  forces,  when  joined  by  the  militia  of  the  illand, 
amounting  to  four  thoufand  men  fit  for  fervice.  On  the  23d  of 
April  the  Englifli  troops  were  formed  into  columns,  and  began 
their  march  towards  the  capital  of  the  ifland.  Next  day  general 
Hodgfon  ordered  a  detachment  of  light  horfe  to  take  port:  at 
Sauzon;  and,  on  the  25th,  a  corps  of  infantry  took  pofTeffioa 
of  a  village  called  Bordilla;  and  the  whole  army  intrenched  it- 
felf  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  tempeftuous  vvreather  render- 
ing it  impoflible  to  bring  on  fhore  the  artillery  and  implements 
neceiTary  in  a  liege,  the  French  governor  feized  this  opportunity 
to  erecl  fix  redoubts  for  defending  the  avenues  of  Palais,  the 
citadel  of  which  had  been  planned  and  fortified  with  admirable 
flcill  by  the  celebrated  Vauban.  General  Hodgfon,  compelled 
by  necefTity  to  defer  his  military  operations,  publiftied  a  manife- 
fro,  addrefled  to  the  inhabitants,  offering  them  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  their  religious  and  civil  rights,  provided  they  would 
-  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  proteclion  of  the  En^lilli  government ; 
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■an  afTurance  which  had  confiderable  efFc£l  on  the  natives,  but  A.  D. 
produced  no  alteration  on  the  refolution  of  the  governor,  who,  i?^** 
when  fummoned  to  furrender,  declared  he  was  determined  to 
defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity.  About  the  latter  end  of 
April  fome  mortars  being  brought  up,  began  to  play  upon  the 
town,  and  the  befiegers  broke  ground  on  the  2d  of  May.  The 
day  after,  in  the  evening,  the  enemy  attacked  the  trenches  with 
great  vigour,  and  threw  the  piquets  on  the  left  in  confufioa. 
Notwithftanding  the  efforts  of  general  Crawford,  who  perform^ 
ed  every  thing  that  could  be  expelled  from  the  bravery  and 
condu<^  of  an  experienced  officer,  the  works  of  the  beliegers 
were  deftroyed,  feveral  hundreds  of  their  men  were  killed,  and 
the  general  with  his  two  aid-du-camps  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  The  French  did  not  attempt  to  puih  the  advantage  any 
farther,  by  attacking  the  piquets  on  the  right,  who  had  prepa- 
red to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  They  retired  after  their 
firft  fuccefs,  and  allowed  the  Britifli  to  repair  the  damage  which 
they  had  fuftained.  This  was  done  in  lefs  than  twenty-four 
hours,  and  a  redoubt  was  alfo  begun  on  the  right  of  the  works 
to  prevent  a  fecond  furprize. 

From  this  time  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  the  utmoft  vi- 
gour j  and  the  befieged  gave  fuch  continual  proofs  of  their 
courage  and  aftivity,  as  confirmed  the  reputation  of  Mr.  de  Sr, 
Croix  for  a  gallant  officer,  confummate  in  the  art  of  war.  The 
engineers  being  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  the  works  coulJ 
not  be  properly  advanced  until  the  French  redoubts  fliould  be 
taken,  the  general  made  the  difpofition  for  that  purpofe  on  the 
13th.  The  attack  began  at  day-break,  with  four  pieces  of  can- 
non and  thirty  cohorns,  which  poured  a  terrible  fire  into  the 
redoubt  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  flank.  This  opened  a  way 
for  a  detachment  of  marines,  fuftained  by  part  of  Loudon''s 
regiment,  to  advance  to  the  parapet,  and,  with  fixed  bayonets, 
to  drive  the  French  from  the  works,  and  take  pofiTcffion  of  the 
poft.  The  other  redoubts  were  fucceffively  reduced  by  the 
lame  detachment  reinforced  by  Colvill's  regiment,  and  the  ene- 
my were  compelled,  after  great  flaugliter,  to  take  Ihelter  in 
the  citadel.  Such  was  the  ardour  of  the  afiailants,  that  they 
cr.tered  the  flreets  of  Palais  pell-mell  v.ith   the  fugitives ;  and 

having 
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A.  D.  having  taken  poflcflion  of  the  town,  they  releafed  the  Englifh 

i^oi.  prifoners  above-mentioned. 

The  defence  being  now  confined  intirely  to  the  citadel,  which 
could  have  no  communication  either  with  the  reft  of  the  ifland 
or  with  the  continent  of  France,  it  was  evident  that  the  place 
muft  foon  be  obliged  to  furrender  for  want  of  provifions.  But 
Mr.  de  St.  Croix  determined  to  fell  it  as  dearly  as  poffible,  and 
to  maintain  his  own  honour  at  leafl:,  if  he  could  not  the  poiTef- 
fion  of  the  citadel  of  Palais.  On  the  part  of  the  EnglKh  no- 
thing was  neglefted.  Parallels  were  finiflied,  barricadoes  made, 
batteries  confl:ru£led,  an  inceiTant  fire  from  mortars  and  artille- 
ry was  maintained  day  and  night,  from  the  13th  of  May  till  the 
25th.  Then  the  fire  of  the  enemy  began  to  abate  j  by  the  end 
of  May  a  breach  was  made  in  the  citadel ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  the  governor  in  repairing  the 
damage,  the  fire  of  the  befiegers  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  breach  became  prafticable  by  the  7th  of  June,  and  the 
place  was  apparently  no  longer  tenable.  Then  Mr.  de  St.  Croix 
capitulated  upon  terms''  not  unworthy  of  his  noble  defence, 
and  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war. 

Thus  was  the  whole  ifland  of  Belleifle  reduced  under  the  Eng- 
lifti  government  after  a  defence  of  two  months,  in  the  courfe  of 
•which  we  lofi:  eighteen  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  The 
lofs  moft  regretted  was  that  of  Sir  William  Williams,  a  young 
gentleman  of  great  talents  and  expeftations,  who  had  already 
made  a  diil;inguifhed  figure  in  parliament.  He  was  the  third 
gentleman  of  fafhicn,  whom,  in  this  war,  the  love  of  glory 
bad  brought  to  an  honourable  death  in  hoftile  expeditions 
Egainft  the  coaft  of  France. 

Having  particularized  the  fuccefsful  operations  of  the  Britifli 
fquadrons  in  the  taking  of  Belleifle,  Dominica,  and  Pondicherry, 
as  well  as  in  defeating  the  projecls  which  the  French  meditated 
againfi:  our  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  fhall  mention 
the  exploits  performed  by  fingle  cruizers  in  the  courfe  of  the  year, 
many  of  which  confer  the  highefl  honour  on  the  Britifh  flag.  Cap- 
tain Elphinftone,  commander  of  the  Ftichmond  frigate,  of  32  guns 
and  220  men,  {Rationed  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  being  inform- 

b  Sec  Appendix,  N'°.  $. 
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cd  that  a  iFrench  frigate  called  the  Felicite  had  made  a  prize  of  A.  1). 
an  Englifli  merchantman,  failed  in  quell  of  the  enemy  j  and  '761* 
coming  in  fight  of  her,  about  eleven  at  night  on  the  23d,  a  fe- 
vere  engagement  began  next  day,  about  ten  in  the  morning, 
near  Gravefande,  which  is  but  eight  miles  diftant  from  the 
Hague.  The  vicinity  of  the  place  induced  the  young  prince  o^ 
Orange,  as  well  as  the  amballadors  of  England  and  France,  to 
fet  out,  in  order  tO  view  the  combat,  in  the  illue  of  which,  as 
the  (hips  were  exa61:iy  of  equal  force,  the  honcur  of  the  two 
nations  was  materially  interefted.  About  noon  both  fhips  ran 
afhore,  along-fide  of  each  other;  aud  in  this  fituation  the  iighc 
continued  with  great  obftinacy,  till  the  French  abandoned  their 
quarters,  their  fiiip  being  much  damaged,  the  captain  flain,  and 
above  100  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  Richmond  foon  float- 
ed, without  fuftaining  any  confiderable  hurt,  having  obtained 
the  vi(fi:ory  at  the  expence  of  three  men  killed,  and  thirteen 
wounded.  The  French  ambalTador  loudly  exclaimed  againft 
this  attack  as  a  violation  of  the  Dutch  neutrality,  and  demand- 
ed fignal  reparation  for  the  infult  and  injury  which  his  coun- 
trymen had  fuftained.  But  the  Dutch  at  that  time  did  not  think 
it  convenient  to  urge  their  renlonftrances  with  vehemence, 
and  they  were  anfwered  in  fuch  a  manner  by  the  Britifh  am- 
baffador  as  prevented  any  diiTiculties  arifing  between  the  two 
courts. 

On  the  23d  of  the  fame  month  captain  Hoed,  comrhanding 
the  Minerva  frigate  of  32  guns  and  220  men,  cruizing  in  the 
chops  of  the  channel,  defcried  a  lai^ge  fliip  of  two  decks  (leering 
to  the  v/eftward.  This  was  the  Warwick  of  60  guns  taken 
from  tlie  Engliili,  the  mod  boafled  capture  the  enemy  had 
made  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  She  had  formerly  carried  60, 
but  was  now  mounted  with  only  36  guns,  and  commanded  by- 
Mr.  le  Verger  de  Belair.  Her  crew  amounted  to  about  30'X 
men,  including  a  company  of  foldiers  intended  as  a  reinforce- 
ment to  the  garrifon  of  Pondicherry.  Notwithflanding  her  fupe- 
riority,  captain  Hood  gave  chace,  and,  the  wind  blov/ing  a  frelh 
eafterly  gale,  he  came  up  with  her  at  20  minutes  p^ll  ten.  His 
attack  was  warmly  rcturtied  ;  the  fire  on  both  fide^  was  terrible. 
Several  malls  of  both  (hips  were  (hot  away,  and  they  fell  foul 
of  one  another,  while  the  fca  ran  very  high  \  i'o  that  the  crews 
were  greatly  incuiribcrcd  bv  iheir  broken  inr.fts  and  Iliattered 
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A.  D.  rigging.  The  high  Tea  feparatcd  them,  and  the  Warwick  feiJ 
I7<5i.  to  leeward..  About  a  quarter  after  eleven  the  Minerva's  bow- 
fprit  was  carried  away,  and  the  fore-maft  foon  followed  it. 
This  misfortune  made  taptsia  Hood  almoft  defpair  of  coming 
up  with  the  enemy,  who  had  got  three  leagues  to  leeward. 
However,  he  cleared  his  fhip  with  incredible  aQivity,  and, 
bearing  down,  renewed  the  attack  about  four  o'clock.  In  three 
qaiarters  of  an  hour  the  eneiiiy  ftruck,  having  thirteen  men  kil- 
led and  thirry-five  wounded.  Tiie  lofs  of  men  was  equal  oa 
board  the  Minerva,  and  all  her  mads  were  deftroyed :.  neverthe- 
kfs,  her  prize  was  conveyed  in  triumph  to  Spithead.  On  the 
Sth  of  the  fame  month  captain  Hood  had  taken  the  Ecureil 
privateer  belonging  to  Bayonne,  of  14  guns  and  122  men. 

On  the  13th  of  March  another  French  fhip  called  the  Entre- 
prenant,  built  for  44  g«ns,  but  mounted  with  26,  having  200 
men  on-  board  and  a  rich  cargo,  bound  for  St.  Domingo,  was 
encountered  near  the  Land's-end  by  the  Vengeance  frigate  com- 
manded by  captain  Nightingale.  The  Vengeance  was  mount- 
ed v.'ith  26  guns,  nine  and  four  pounders,  and  carried  2CO  men. 
There  was  a  great  difparity  in  the  fize  of  the  fliips  and  in  the 
weight  of  metal.  But  the  Englilh  captain,  as  ufual,  gave  chacc, 
and  got  np  with  the  enemy  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
■The  action  was  maintained  on  both  fides  with  uncommon  fury, 
and  continued  for  near  an  hour,  during  which  time  the  Ven- 
geance being  fet  on  fire,  the  Entreprenant  ran  her  bowfprit  up- 
pon  the  taffaril  of  the  Engiifh  frigate,  with  an  intention  to  board 
her.  In  this  defign,  hov/ever,  the  French  mifcarried  through  the 
Ikill  and  adlivity  of  captain  Nightingale,  who  found  means  to 
clear  bimfelf,  and  flood  to  leeward,  in  order  to  repair  his  rigging. 
The  fhip  was  no  fooner  in  proper  condition  than  he  ranged  clofe 
up  again  to  the  enemy,  whofe  ilre  was  ftill  directed  againft  the 
rigging  of  the  Englilh  frigate,  which,  after  this  fecond  attack 
had  lafted  above  an  hour,  being  again  disabled,  allowed  the  ene- 
my to  fheer  off,  and  bear  away.  But  the  Englifti  a  fecond  time 
repaired  their  damage,  wore  fliip,  ran  up  within  piflol-fliot,  and 
began  a  third  attack  more  furious  than  any  of  the  preceding, 
Tlie  engagement  continued  an  hour  and  an  half  before  the  En- 
treprenant called  for  quarter.     She  had  ly  men  killed,  and  24 
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•wounded.  The  Vengeance  had  an  equal  number  wounded,  but  A.  D. 
only  fix.  men  killed.  1761. 

Thefe  lofles  did  not  complete  the  misfortune?  of  the  French 
navy,  during  the  prefent  year,  in  the  Britifh  feas.  In  April,  a 
French  frigate  called  the  Comete,  cf  32  guns,  and  250  men, 
juft  fiiilcd  from  Bred:,  was  taken  by  captain  Deane  of  the  Bed- 
ford man  of  war,  and  conveyed  fafely  into  Portfmouth,  About 
•the  fame  time  captain  Bograve  of  the  Albany  fioop  of  16  guns 
and  125  men,  came  up  with  the  Pheafaiit  frigate,  of  equal 
force,  after  a  chace  of  28  hours.  The  French  captain,  having 
thrown  his  guns  overboard,  ftruck  as  fcon  as  the  Albany  came 
along-{ide  of  him,  and  the  prize  was  carried  into  Spitiicad.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  month  a  large  E'aft  India  fliip,  fitted  out 
from  France,  v.ith  28  guns  and  350  men,  fell  in  wiih  the  Hero 
and  the  Venu:^,  commanded  by  the  captains  Fortefcue  and 
Harrifon,  and,  being  taken  without  oppofition,  was  carried  in^ 
to  Plymouth. 

The  fame  fpirlt  of  enterprize  and  aclivity  dlflinguifiied  the 
cruizers  belonging  to  the  fquadron  commanded  by  vice-admiral 
Saunders  in  the  Mediterranean.  In  the  beginning  of  April  the 
■Oriflamme,  a  French  fliip  cf  i\o  guns,  being  off  Cape  Tres 
•Foreas,  was  defcried  by  the  Ifis  of  ro  guns,  commanded  by 
captain  Wheeler.  The  Engiifli  captain  gave  chare,  and  came 
up  with  the  enemy  about  fix  in  the  evening  ;  but  the  French^ 
man,  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  maintained  a  running 
fjght  till  half  paft  ten,  during  which  captain  Wheeler  unfortti- 
nately  was  Ihor.  The  comniand  devolved  on  lieutenant  Cun- 
ningham, Vv'ho  perceiving  it  to  be  the  enemy's  intention  to  reach, 
if  polTible,  the  neutral  coaft  of  Spain,  ordered  his  men  to  board 
her,  which  was  done  with  great  bravery  ;  and,  her  commander 
in  a  fhort  time  fubmitting,  (lie  v/as  brought  into  tlie  bay  of  Gi- 
braltar. The  number  of  her  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to 
45:  the  lofs  of  the  iiis  did  not  exceed  four  killed,  and  nine 
wounded.  TIk;  next  atlion  in  thofe  feas  was  m.uch  more  dc- 
ifruftive  to  the  Brltiili  Tailors.  The  Thunderer,  captain  Proby, 
in  company  with  the  Modefle,  Thetis,  and  Favourite  floop, 
cruized  off  the  coaft  of  Spain,  with  a  view  to  intercept  the  Achil- 
les and  BoufFon,  tv/o  French  Ihips  of  war,  wliich  lay  in  the  har- 
bour of  (^adiz.     Thefq  were  defcried  en  the  i6th  of  July  by  the 

A  a  2  ]3:i;iili 


iSS  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

A.  D.  Brllini  fliips,  which  gave  them  chace.  The  Thunderer  came  up 
I  761.  v.-ith  the  Achilles  about  midnight,  and,  after  a  fhort  but  warm 
a6Vion  of  half  an  hour,  obliged  the  enemy  to  flrike.  The  French 
had,  on  this  occafion,  fired  their  guns  with  more  effedt  than 
ufual  ;  for  in  the  Englifh  iliip  40  men  were  killed,  and  upwards 
of  100  wounded  :  among  the  latter  was  the  captain.  The  Th€- 
tis  putTued  the  Bouflbn,  but  coidd  not  bring  her  to  an  engage- 
ment till  feven  next  morning.  The  engagement  was  maintained 
on  both  fides  with  great  impetuofity  for  the  fpace  of  lialf  an 
hour,  when  the  Modefle  ranging  up,  and  thus  putting  the 
French  fhip  between  two  fires,  compelled  her  to  fubmit.  The 
vidlors  carried  their  prizes,  \vhich  had  been  much  damaged  ia 
their  rigging,  ^ndfuffered  great  lofs  in  their  crews,  into  the  bay 
of  Gibraltar. 

Thefe  advantageous  captures  were  preludes  to  one  of  the  mofl: 
remarkable  and  glorious  anions  that  diftinguifhed  the  whole 
■war.  On  the  loth  of  Auguft  captain  Faulkner  of  the  Bellona, 
•,i  (hip  of  the  line,  and  captain  Logic  of  the  Brilliant,  a  frigate  of 
30  guns,  failed  from  the  river  Tagus  for  £ngl.ind,  and  on  the 
J  4th  difcovered  three  fail  (landing  in  for  the  land,  one  of  the 
line  of  battle,  and  tv/o  frigates.  Thefe  veffels  had  no  fooner 
defcried  captain  Faulkner,  than  they  bore  down  upon  him  until 
■Vv'ithin  the  diflance  of  feven  miles,  when  feeing  the  Bellona  and 
the  Brilliant  tbrough  the  magnifying  medium  of  a  hazy  atmo- 
fpiiere,  they  concluded  they  v/ere  both  two-decked  fliips,  and,, 
dreading  the  iflue  of  an  engagement,  rcfolved  to  avoid  it  by  flight. 
The  Englifh  captains,  judging  them  to  be  enemies  by  their  crowd- 
ing fail  to  efcape,  immediately  chaccd,  which  continued  all  night. 
At  five  In  the  morning  they  approached  fo  near  as  to  difcern  the 
Courageux,  a  74  gun  fliip,  and  two  frigate?  of  36  guns,  the  Ma- 
licieufe  and  the  liermione.  The  French  captain  nov/  perceived, 
^hnt  one  of  rhc  Engliih  veflels  was  a  frigate ;  and  the  Bellona, 
being  one  of  the  bell:  conflructed  lliips  in  the  Engliili  navy,  lay 
fo  flufh  in  the  water,  that  (he  appeared  at  a  diftance  confider- 
iibly  fmaller  than  llie  really  was.  The  Frenchman,  therefore, 
no  longer  declined  the  engagement,  but  hoifted  a  red  enfign  in 
the  mizen-flirouds  as  a  fignal  for  his  two  frigates  to  clofe  with 
and  attack  tb.e  Brilliant.  At  the  fame  tim.e  he  took  in  his  flud- 
•     fViao  fail?j  wore  fhin,  and  llood  for  the  Bellona,  while  captain 
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Faulkner  advanced  with  an  eafy  fail,  manned  his  quarters,  and  A.  D. 
made  every  neceffary  difpofition  for  an  obfrinate  engagement.      I'jOi- 

Both  commanders  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  meafure  their 
flrength  and  abilities.  The  wind  was  gentle,  the  fea  calm  ;  the 
fliips  were  of  equal  rates,  their  guns  and  weight  of  metal  the 
fame  The  Courageux  had  700  men  ;  the  Beliona  550.  While 
the  vefTels  came  up  with  each  other,  the  fire  was  fufpended  on 
both  fides  till  they  were  within  piflol  flaot.  The  engagement 
then  began  with  a  dreadful  fire  of  mulkets  and  artillery.  In 
lefs  than  ten  minutes  all  the  Bellona's  braces,  flirouds,  and  rig- 
ging, were  tore  and  fliattered,  and  her  mizen-maft  went  by  the 
board,  with  the  men  on  the  round  top,  who  faved  their  lives 
with  much  difficulty,  by  clambering  into  the  port-holes.  Cap- 
tain Faulkner,  apprehenfive  that  the  enemy  would  feize  the  op- 
portunity of  his  being  difabled,  to  fiieer  off,  gave  orders  for  im- 
mediate boarding;  but  the  Courageux,  by  falling  athwart  the 
bow  of  her  enemy,  rendered  this  altogether  impradticable.  In 
this  pofition  the  Englifli  fhip  might  be  raked  fore  and  aft  witii 
great  execution.  The  haul-yards,  and  moft  of  the  other  ropes 
by  which  fhe  could  be  worked,  were  already  Ihot  awny.  But 
captain  Faulkner  made  ufe  of  the  ftuduing  fails  with  fuch  dex- 
terity as  to  wear  the  fliip  quite  round  ;  and  his  officers  and  men, 
perceiving  this  change  of  pofition,  flew  to  the  guns  on  the  other 
fide,  now  oppofed  to  the  enemy,  from  which  they  poured  a 
terrible  difcharge,  which  continued  twenty  minutes  without 
intermifiion  or  abatement.  The  fire  became  fo  intolerable  that 
the  French  hauled  down  their  enfign,  and  called  for  quarter. 
The  damage  done  to  the  rigging  of  the  Beliona  was  confider- 
able  ;  but  flie  had  fufFered  very  little  in  the  hull,  and  the  num- 
ber of  the  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  forty.  The  Corf- 
rageux,  on  the  other  hand,  appeared  like  a  wreck  on  the  wa- 
ter. Nothing  was  feeii  but  her  fore-maft  and  bowfprit;  her 
decks  were  torn  up  in  feveral  places,  and  large  breaches  w^vc 
made  in  her  fides.  Above  220  of  her  men  were  killed,  and 
half  that  number  of  wounded  were  brought  oii  lliore  at  Lifbon, 
to  which  place  the  prize  was  conveyed. 

During  the  a<Slion  between  the  larger  fliips,  captain  Logic  of 
the  Brilliant  had  difplayed  the  moft  Cgnal  courage  and  addrefs. 
He  could  not  attempt  to  board,  or  expeiH:  to  make  prize  of  two 
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A.  D.  fiiips,  each  of  which  was  of  equal  llrength  with  his  own.  But 
^761.  he  lb  managed  his  attack  and  defence  as  to  keep  the  two  French 
frigates  continually  employed,  and  to  prevent  either  of  them 
from  giving  the  fmalleft  nlTidance  to  the  Courageux.  Finally, 
he  obliged  them  both  to  Iheer  off,  and  to  confult  their  fafety  by 
flight,  after  they   had  fulFered  confiderably  in  their  mads  and 

In  all  the  engagements  \yjiich  we  have  defcribed  the  advan- 
tage was  continually  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh.     The  French 
neither  managed  their  fliips  wich  that  f.icility,  nor  fought  their 
guns  with  th.it  dexterity   and  Ikiil,  which    appeared  in  all  the 
operations  of  their  opponents.     Their  aukwardnefs  in  working 
lliip  may  be  afcribed  to  ine::perience ;  but  their  inferiority  in 
managing  their  guns,  it  is  impoffible  to  refer  to  any  fuch  cauf;^. 
The  French  failors  are  regularly  taught  the  practical  part  of 
gunnery,  an  advantage  which  the  Engliih,  m  general,  have  lit- 
tle opportunity  to  acquire.     But  even  here  the  BritiOi  feamen 
fhevved  themfelves,  on  every  occafion,  fuperior  to  the  enemy  ; 
a  fuperiority  owing,  not,  to  their  education  or  difcipline,  but  to 
that  bravery  and  refointion  which  never  forfake  them  in  the  mo- 
ment of  danger,  but  allow  them  to  remain  in  full  poircffion  of 
their  faculties  at  a  time  when  the  French  are  rendered  incapable, 
through  fear,  of  any  vigorous  exertion  either  of  mind  or  body. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1761  the  French  loft  r  17  privateers 
and  armed  merchantmen,  which  mounted  6y8   carriage-guns 
and  239  fwivels,  and  carried  5576   men,  exclufivs  of  four  In- 
diamen,   of  which   the  cargoes  were  valued  at   near  400,000 
pounds,  and  many  unarmed  merchant-fhips.    Their  royal  navy 
was  deprived  of  fix  fiiips  of  the  line  and  eight  frigates,   which 
together  carried  636  guns  and  6240  men.    In  the  courfe  of  the 
fame  year  the  Engliiii  loft  814  merchantmen,  a  proportion  of 
three  to  one,  which  arofe  from  the  inattention  of  the  Engliflx 
vefiels  to  the  orders  of  the  convoys  fent  to  prote<St  them,  from 
the  immenfe  numbers  of  them  which  covered  the  feas,  and  from 
the  enemy's  venturing  the  whole  remains  of  their  ftrength  ia 
privateers  fitted  out  in  order  to  interrupt  our  commercial  naviga- 
tion.   Among  all  the  veiTcls  that  were  taken  we  find  but  one  of 
.any  coniidcrable  value,  the  Ajax  Eafi:  Indiaman,  captain  Lind- 
icy  from  Bengal,  valued  at  2CQ;000  pounds.     Excepting  the 
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Warwick,  which  was  retaken,  the  royal  navy  loft  but  one  fmall  A.  D. 
veflel,  the  Speedwell  cutter  of  eight  guns  ;  and  the  captain  was  1 76 1» 
honourably  acquitted  by  a  court-martial,  who  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  the  faid  cutter,  being  taken  in  the  harbour  of 
Vigo,  was  an  illegal  capture.  There  is  a  circumflance  which 
Ihevvs  in  a  clearer  light  than  the  number  of  captures,  the  ge- 
neral refult  of  the  naval  advantages  obtained  by  Great  Britain. 
Notwithftanding  the  various  exchanges  made  by  cartel  fnips  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year,  we  ftill  retained  in  our  polTeflion  upwards 
of  25,000  French  prifoners  ;  whereas  the  number  of  Englifh 
prifoners  in  France  did  not  exceed  1200. 

Notwithftanding  many  fpirited  exertions  of  the  Englifh  navy  I'jdz^ 
in  the  year  1761,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  naval  as  well  as  the  mi- 
litary operations  of  Great  Britain  had  continued  gradually  to 
languifh  during  the  courfe  of  two  years.  The  Frencii,  like  ruin- 
ed gameilers,  had  little  more  to  lofe,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
ftake  produced  a  degree  of  phlegm  and  indiiTerence  in  the  vic- 
tors, which  deprived  them  of  their  wonted  a*Stivity.  Beiides 
this,  all  their  external  glory  could  not  alleviate  their  domeflic 
fufferings.  Great  Britain  groaned  under  a  burden  of  an  hundred 
millions,  without  enjoying  any  other  confolation  than  that  of 
feeing  her  opponent  as  much  indebted,  and  more  exhaufred, 
than  herfelf.  Had  the  parties,  therefore,  been  left  to  their  own  ■ 
flrength  and  refources,  there  would  fpeedily  have  been  an  end 
of  the  conteft.  But  France,  by  a  dexterity  of  negociation,  of 
which  there  is  hardly  an  example  in  hiftory,  acquired,  at  the 
end  of  a  moft  ruinous  war,  fuch  a  powerful  and  hearty  aflift- 
ance  as  afforded  her  the  faireft  hopes  of  retrieving  all  her  mif- 
fortunes.  "We  have  already  hinted  at  the  partiality  of  Spain  in 
the  caufe  of  our  enemies,  and  the  motives  of  her  uneafinefs  at 
the  unexampled  fucceCs  of  the  Britifh  arms.  Thefe  v/ere  heigh- 
tened by  the  iiitrigues  of  the  French  ambafiador  at  the  court  of 
ISIadrid  ;  fo  that  wlule  our  artful  and  ambitious  rival  was  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  at  Lo:idon,  and  fcemed  defirous  of  procuring 
the  blclilngs  of  peace  by  the  mofi:  hmniliating  conceillons,  her 
jjiiuifter  at  the  Spanilli  court  was  employed  in  fuch  mealures  as, 
inftead  of  extinguilhing  the  ilamcs  of  war,  tended  to  fpread 
them  more  widely,  and  to  make  them  rage  with  redoubled 
fury.    Every  conceilion  on  the  part  of  France  was  a  new  incen*- 
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A.  D.  tlve  to  the  animofity  of  Spain.  When  the  negcciation  of  th<J 
1762.  peace,  therefore,  feemed  neareft  to  a  concludon,  it  was  precifely 
at  that  time  the  fartheft  removed  from  an  happy  iffue  j  for  then 
was  the  moment  for  Spain  to  ititerpofe,  and,  at  one  explofion, 
to  blow  up  the  whole  bafis  of  the  treaty.  Along  with  a  very 
agreeable  plan  for  an  accommodation,  Mr.  BufTy,  the  French 
apent  at  London,  delivered  a  private  memorial,  llgnifying,  that, 
in  order  to  eftabllfh  the  peace  upon  the  moft  folid  foundation, 
it  might  be  proper  to  invite  the  king  of  Spain  to  guaranty  and 
confirm  it  -,  and  for  this  purpofe  it  would  be  neceflary  finally 
to  adjuft  the  differences  which  fublifted  between  the  crowns  of 
Spain  and  England.  He  condefcended  on  three  points  which 
had  been  difputed  between  thefe  crowns,  the  reftitution  of  the 
capcures  which  had  been  made  on  the  Spanllh  flag,  the  privilege 
of  the  Spanifh  nation  to  fiih  on  the  banks  of  Nev/foundland, 
and  the  demolition  of  the  Englifh  fettlements  made  in  the  bay 
of'  Honduras. 

"When  thefe  unexpected  propofals  were  made,  the  manly  fpi- 
rlt  of  Mr.  Pitt  rejedled,  with  the  utmoft  fcorn,  the  idea  of  ne- 
goclating  the  dlfpiites  of  his  nation  with  Spain,  a  power  with 
which  we  were  actually  at  peace,  through  the  medium  of  an 
enemy  humbled  and  almoft  at  our  feet.  He  called  on  the  Spa- 
nifh ambafTador  to  difavow  this  extraordinary  memorial,  which 
was  equally  infolent  and  irregular,  as  matters  of  fuch  high  mo- 
ment, relating  to  the  interefts  of  Spain,  ought  not  to  have  been 
propofed  by  a  French  agent,  commiiTioned  to  negociate  a  parti- 
cular and  diftin£l  bulinefs,  when  the  Spaniards  liad  an  ambafla- 
dor  refiding  in  London,  from  whom  no  intimation  of  thefe  mat- 
ters had  been  previoufly  received.  But  the  Spaniard,  when  thus 
calhd  upon,  inft:ead  of  diflivowing,  openly  acknowledged  and 
jufiified  the  ftep  taken  by  Mr.  de  Biiffy.  He  declared,  that  the 
kings  of  France  and  of  Spain  were  united  not  only  by  the  ties 
of  blood  but  by  a  mutual  intereft.  He  magnified  the  humanity 
and  greatnefs  of  mind  which  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  dcmon- 
ftrated  in  the  propofition  which  had  fo  unjuftly  given  offence. 
He  infilled  much  on  the  fincere  defire  of  peace,  the  only  motive 
which  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  two  monarchs,  and  con- 
cluded haughtily,  that,  if  his  mafter  had  been  governed  by 
any  other  nriacip'ci;,  '«  hie  C.itholic  majelty,  giving  full  fcope  to 
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"  his  greatnefs,  would  have  fpoken  from  Limfelf,  and  as  be-  A.  D. 
*<  came  his  dignity."  1762. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  penetration  enough  to  fee  through  the  veil  that 
covered  this  hoftile  declaration.  He  perceived,  that  there  was  a 
perfect  union  of  afFecSlions,  intercfts,  and  councils  between  the 
two  courts ;  that  Spain  mull  inevitably  coincide  with  all  th<: 
meafures  of  France;  and  that,  if  (he  deferred  to  declare  war^  it 
was  only  for  her  own  convenience,  and  efpecially  becaufe  llie 
waited  the  arrival  of  her  flota  from  America.  Totally  pofleftixl 
with  this  idea,  the  minifter  determined  to  a£l  with  a  magnani- 
mity becoming  the  dignity  of  his  nation. 

Great  Britain  was  fingularly  circumftanced  at  this  period  of 
time.  She  had  carried  on  a  continental  war  againft  France, 
Auftria,  the  Empire,  Ruifia,  in  a  word,  all  the  great  northern 
powers  on  the  continent.  She  had  deftroyed  the  marine,  the 
commerce,  and  the  colonies  of  France.  The  interference  of 
Spain  alone  was  wanting  to  fet  her  at  war  with  all  the  great 
powers  of  Europe;  and  Spain  is  precifely  that  country  againll 
which  (he  can  at  all  times  contend,  with  the  fairefl  profpefl  of 
advantage  and  honour.  That  extenfive  monarchy,  though  vigo.^ 
rous  at  the  extremities,  is  cxhaufted  at  the  heart ;  her  rciburces 
lie  at  a  great  diftance ;  and  whatever  power  commands  the 
ocean,  may  command  the  we;dth  and  commerce  of  Spain. 

The  fituation  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the 
minifter,  foared  above  the  timid  policy  which  commonly  prevails 
in  modern  courts.  There  was  not  only  a  great  man,  but  a  great 
cccafion,  which  is  often  wanting  to  a  great  man  to  difplay  the 
full  force  of  his  mind.  Mr.  Titt  allcrted,  with  the  magnanimous 
patriotifm  of  an  ancient  Roman,  that,  del'pifing  ufeleis  ceremo- 
nies and  inlignificant  forms,  we  ought  to  confider  t!ie  evafions 
of  the  Spanifb  court  as  a  refufal  of  fatisfadlion,  and  that  refufil 
as  a  fufficient  declaration  of  war ;  we  ought  therelore,  from  pru- 
dence as  well  as  from  fpirit,  to  fecure  to  ourfelves  the  hrll;  blow 
by  interrupting  the  Spanifh  refources  in  their  arrival  to  Europi', 
and  by  the  fame  early  and  effctTtive  meafures,  which  had  redu- 
ced France  to  a  dependence  on  Spain,  difable  Spain  from  giving 
afliftance  to  France.  This  procedure  was  fuited  to  the  offended 
majefty  of  the  Britifli  empire,  and  would  teach  Spain  and  every 
other  power  the  danger  of  nrefuming  to  dictate  in  our  affairs,  or 
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A.  D.  to  intermeddle  with  a  menacing  mediation,  as  infidious  as  it  wa^ 
^  7^'^'  audacious.    He  would  allow  our  enemies,  whether  fecret  or  de— 
clared,  no  time  to  think  and  recollett  themfelves. 

The  fentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt  fhocked  the  dehcacy  of  his  col- 
leagues in  adniiniflration.  They  talked  of  the  chimerical  heroifm 
of  unnecelTarily  entering  en  a  war,  and  of  feeking  new  ene- 
mies, while  no  mention  was  made  of  new  allies,  nor  indeed  of 
sny  new  refource  whatfoever.  To  plunge  into  fuch  meafures 
could  not  fail  to  alarm  and  fcandalize  all  Europe.  The  Spanifh- 
king's  partiality  in  favour  of  France  was  ftill  doubtful ;  but  had 
we  real  caufe  not  only  for  fufpicion  but  complaint,  the  law  of 
nations  and  of  reafon  requires,  that  recourfe  fhould  be  had  to 
expoftulation,  and  demands  of  fatlafadlion.  If  thefe  failed  of 
Aicccfsj.  then  is  the  time  to- take  up  arms,  after  employing  the 
forms  univerfally  acknowledged  among  civilized  nations  as  ne- 
celLiry  to  diftinguifli  lawful  war  from  lawlefs  violence  and  op- 
preflion.  This  unfeafonable  oppofition  tranfported  the  minifter 
beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.  He  aflirmed,  "  That  this 
"  was  the  time  for  humbling  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  that,. 
**  if  this  opportunity  were  let  flip,  it  might  never  be  recovered, 
**  and,  if  he  could  not  prevail  in  this  inll;ance,  he  was  refolved 
"  to  fit  no  longer  in  that  council ;  that  being  called  to  the  mi- 
<'  nillry  by  the  voice  of  the  }>eople,  to  whom  he  was  account- 
*'  able  for  his  condufir,.  he  would  not  remain  in  a  fituation  which 
•'  made  him  refponlible  for  meafures  whichhe  was  not  permit- 
*■*  ted  to  guide."'  Accordingi/  he  rcfigned  the  fcals  the  9th 
of  Oclober,  and  his  colleagues  continued  to  negociate  by  means 
of  lord  Briftol,  ambalTador  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  for  near 
two  months  longer.  Mr.  Wall,  the  prime  minifter  of  Spain,. 
■was  repeatedly  folicited,.  in  moderate  and  inoflenfive  terms,  to 
difclofe  the  nature  of  the  treaty,  which,  as  the  French  induftri- 
oufiy  circulated,  had  taken  place  among  all  the  different  branch- 
es of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  As  often  as  the  queftion  was  pro- 
polcd,  it  was  artfully  avoided.  At  length,  lord  Briiiol  being 
inflrucled  to  make  the  demand  with  greater  force,  Mr.  Wall 
entered  into  a  long  and  bitter  complaint  againft  England,  accufed 
her  of  infolence  and  ambition,  of  a  bouudlefs  defire  of  conqueft 
and  dominion,  and  of  having  (hown  to  the  world,  by  the  haugh- 
t-incl6  of  her  late  proceedings,  that  Ihe  intended  to  drive  the 
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i'rench  from  all  their  pofleflions   in   the  new  world  that  fheA.D. 
might  have  an  eafier  talk  in  feizing  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  ^']^-2. 
thofe  parts;  that  he  would  be  the  man  to  advifc  the  king  of 
Spain  not  to  fuffer  his  territories  to  be  invaded,  without  arming 
his  fubje6ls  in  their  tiefence.   As  to 'the  queftion  which  had  been 
fo  often  put  to  him,  he  gave  no  other  reply,  but  that  the  king 
his  mafter  had  thought  proper  to  renew   his  family  compa£l:s; 
and  then,  as  if  he  had  gone  farther  than  he  was  authorized,  he 
fuddenly  changed  the  difcourfe,  and  continued  his  declamatory 
invective  againft  Great  Britain.     This  was  the  happy  CiTedl  of 
jhe  meafures  of  the  Englith  miniftry,  whofe  forbearance  and 
good  breeding  were  repaid  by  infult  and  reproach.     At  length 
their  patience  forfook  them  ;  they  perceived  that  longer  mode- 
ration would  be  conftrued  into  fear,  and  they  fent  orders  to  lord 
Brillol  to  renew  his  inflances  concerning  the  treaty  with  be- 
coming firmnefs,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  fignified,  that  a  re- 
fufal  to  difclofe  its  contents,  or  to  difavow  an  intention  to  take 
part  with  our  enemies,  would  be  confidered  as  an  aggredion  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  and  an  abfolute  declaration  of  war.     Tlie  de- 
mand was  made  in  tlie  precife  terms  of  the  order,  an.!  then  the 
pride  of  Spain  tore  afunder  that  veil  wlvich  her  policy  had  fo 
long  thought  proper  to   aflume.     Her  flota  was  by  this  time  fafe 
in  the  harbour  ofCadiz.  She  was  now  fecure  as  to  her  interelf, 
and  could  give  full  fcope  to  her  refentment.     Mr.  Wall,  there- 
fore, replied  to  the  Englifh  requifltion    in    thefe   memorable 
words  :  *<  That  the  fpirit  of  haughtinels  and   difcord,    which 
*^  dictated  this  inconfiderate  demand  of  the  Englifn  miniltry, 
**  and   which,  for  the  misfortune  of  mankind,  dill   reigns  fo 
**  much  in  the  Briti/li  governmer.t,  is  vv'hat  has  made  the  decla- 
"  ration  of  war  4  that  in  that  moment  the  war  was  declired^ 
«<  when  the  king's  dignity  was  attacked  •,  and  that  the  Englifh 
«  ambaflador  might  return  how  and  when  he  thought  proper." 
The  earl  of  Briftol  .quitted  Madrid  the   I7rh  of  December^ 
and  foon  after  the  Spanilh  ambalTador  left  London.     Europe 
vas  thus  plunged  into  a  new  war  by  the  very  means  which  had 
been  ufed  to  draw  her  out  of  an  old  one.     A  mere  pundtilio,  if 
we  can  pofiibly  believe  Mr.  Wall,  was  the  motive  which  weigh- 
ed with  his  mafter  and  himfelf,  and  prompted  their  humane 
magnanimity  to  involve  one  half  of  Europe  in  difcord  and  mife- 
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A.  D.  ry.  But  whoever  diligently  attends  to  the  meafures  of  the  Spa- 
^  7*^2.  aiih  court  from  the  memorial  prefented  by  Mr.  de  Bully  to  the 
final  anfwer  of  ISIr.  Wall,  will  perceive,  that  their  motives  to 
liouility  were  of  a  nature  more  ferious  and  important.  The  in- 
iiilt  oiTered  to  the  king's  honour  in  the  queftion  propofed  by 
lord  Briltol,  might  have  been  eafily  done  away.  Spain  might  have 
required  England  to  difavow  the  proceedings  of  her  ambafTador, 
a  requeft  which,  upon  fufficient  fecurity  of  the  pacific  intentions 
of  the  former,  the  latter  would  readily  have  granted.  But  the 
infult  to  the  king's  honour  was  held  out  as  a  pretence  for  connng 
to  a  rupture  at  a  time  which  Teemed  to  fuit  the  interefts  of  Spain. 
The  real  caufe  of  the  war  was  her  partiality  for  the  French,  her 
uneafmefs  at  feeing  the  eldefl:  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
reduced  to  extremity,  and  her  jealoufy  of  the  growing  power  of 
England,  whofe  renown  offended  her  pride,  and  whofc  naval 
greatnefs  threatened  the  fafety  of  her  diftant  dominions.  It  ap- 
peared, however,  to  Mr.  Wall,  to  be  below  the  dignity  of  the 
Spanifh  monarch  to  avow  reafons  of  difguft,  in  which  fear  feem- 
ed  to  have  any  fliare.  He  therefore  diretled  the  count  de  Fu- 
entes  his  ambalTadox  at  London,  to  carry  on  the  farce,  and, 
before  he  left  the  Englilli  court,  to  publiflia  paper  or  manifeilo, 
in  which  he  alTigns,  as  the  only  caufe  of  the  rupture,  the  infult- 
ing  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  Spain  had  been  treated  during 
Mr.  Pitt's  adminiAration.  He  declares  to  the  Britifli  king,  to 
the  Englifli  nation,  and  to  the  whole  univerfe,  that  the  horrors 
of  war,  into  which  the  Spaniards  and  Englifli  are  going  to  plunge 
themfelvcs,  muil;  be  attributed  only  to  the  immeaibrablsambition 
of  him  who  held  the  reins  of  the  government,  and  who  appears 
i\\\[  to  hold  them,  although  by  another  hand  j  that,  if  the  re- 
ipedl  due  to  royal  majelly  had  been  regarded,  explanations  might 
have  been  had  without  any  difBcuUy  :  the  minifters  of  Spain 
might  have  laid  frankly  to  thofe  of  England  what  the  count  de 
Fuentes,  by  the  king's  exprels  orders,  declares  publicly,  vizi 
that  the  much-talked-of  treaty  is  only  a  convention  between  the 
niembers  of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  wherein  there  is  nothlng^ 
that  has  the  leaft  relation  to  the  prefent  war;  that  there  is  an 
article  for  the  mutual  guaranty  of  the  dominions  of  the  two  fo- 
vereigns,  but  it  is  fpecified  therein,  that  that  guarantj'  is  not  to 

be 
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be  underftood  but  of  the  dominions  which  flmll  remain  to  France  A.  D. 
after  the  prefent  war  fliall  be  ended.  1762. 

This  extraordinary  paper,  which  may  be  called  the  king  of 
Spain's  declaration  of  war  againft  the  right  honourable  William 
Pitt,  Efq;  was  evidently  intended  for  the  ignoble  purpofe  of 
fowing  diirenfions  among  the  lubjedls  of  Great  Britain.  It  wa;? 
anfwered  in  every  article  with  the  utmofl  moderation,  perfpicui- 
ty,  and  force,  in  a  memorial  publilhed  by  lord  Egremont,  who 
fucceeded  Mr.  Pitt  as  fecretary  for  the  fouthern  department.  It 
is  obvious,  that  the  .Spanifli  manifeflo,  whilll  it  pretends  to  fet 
forth  the  purport  of  a  treaty  dated  the  15th  of  Auguft,  does  not 
deny  the  exiftence  of  any  other  treaty,  which  might  more  offen- 
fively  concern  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  ;  nor  does  it  fay  the 
leaft  word  that  can  explain  the  intentions  of  Spain,  or  the  far- 
ther engagements  that  fhe  may  have  contracfled  with  France. 

When  the  terms  of  this  famous  treaty  came  to  be  dii'clofed,  it 
was  found  to  contain  articles  fufhcient  to  alarm  not  only  Great 
Britain,  againft  vvhofe  interefts  it  was  particularly  levelled,  but 
all  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  It  was  rather  an  aiSt  of  incor- 
poration, than  of  alliance  among  the  kings  of  France,  Spain, 
the  two  Sicilies,  the  duke  of  Parma,  and  all  the  branches  of  the 
Bourbon  houfe.  It  contained  ftipulations  hitherto  unheard  of  iu 
any  treaty.  By  the  23d  and  24th  articles,  the  fubjects  of  the 
fevcral  branches  of  that  auguft  family  are  admitted  to  a  mutual 
naturalization,  and  to  a  general  participation  of  reciprocal  pri- 
vileges and  immunities.  They  appear,  by  the  26th  article,  to 
difclofe  to  one  another  their  alliances  and  negociations.  By  the 
17th  and  18th  they  formally  engage  not  to  make,  or  even  to 
liften  to  any  propofal  of  peace  from  their  common  enemies,  but 
by  mutual  confent,  being  determined  in  time  of  peace,  as  well 
as  in  time  of  war,  to  confidcr  the  interefts  of  France  and  Spain 
as  the  fiime,  to  compenfate  their  feveral  lofles  and  advantages, 
and  to  a<ft  as  if  the  two  monarchies  formed  only  one  and  the 
fame  power.  There  are  but  two  reftridions  to  the  extent  of 
this  fcheme.  The  dire(5l  trade  to  America  forms  an  exception 
to  the  abfolute  community  of  interefts,  and  in  the  8th  article  it 
is  provided,  that  France  Ihall  not  be  intitled  to  the  alliftance  of 
Spain,  when  (he  is  involved  in  a  war  in  confcquence  of  her  en- 
gagements by  the  treaty  of  Weflphalia,  unlcfs  foaie  maritime 
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A.  D.  power  take  part  in  thofe  wars.  This  article  plainly  points  at  the 
J^7^2'  obje6l  againft  which  the  whole  treaty  was  more  immediately  di- 
rected. It  indicates,  that  the  «yire£l  and  immediate  tendency  of 
the  whole  is  to  afFecfl  England,  and  infinuates  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  that  their  conneflion  with  England  is  the 
circumftance  which  is  to  provoke  the  refentment,  and  call  forth 
the  activity  of  Spain. 

Excepting  thefe  two  reftridlions,  the  family-compa^  produced 
that  intire  union  between  the  French  and  Spanifh  monarchies, 
which  was  fo  much  dreaded  on  the  death  of  Charles  II.  and 
which  it  was  the  great  objedi  of  the  treaty  of  partition,  and  the 
war  of  the  grand  alliance,  to  prevent.  France  acquired  by  ne- 
gociation  and  intrigue  what  flie  could  never  acquire  by  force  of 
arms,  and,  at  the  clofe  of  an  unfortunate  war,  obtained  an  ad- 
vantage greater  than  any  flie  could  have  expe<fled  from  the  moft 
fortunate  iffue  of  her  affairs. 

England  was  never  placed  in  a  more  critical  fituation.  She 
had  to  contend  not  only  againft  all  the  great  continental  powers, 
but  againft  the  principal  naval  ftrength  of  Europe.  When  war 
■was  declared  in  January  1762,  the  Spaniards  had  at  Ferrol  11 
ihips  of  the  litie  ready  to  fail,  and  their  whole  fleet  amounted 
to  100  fhips  of  war<^. 

The  French,  upon  the  concltiGon  of  the  famlly-compa£l^,  felt 
themfelves  animated  with  new  vigour.  The  fhattered  remains 
of  their  navy  became  of  confideration  when  united  with  that  of 
8pain.  The  fpirits  of  the  people,  long  funk  in  defpondency, 
revived,  and  great  exertions  were  made  to  put  their  fleet  once 
more  on  a  refpe(StabIe  footing.    The  government  tried  every  re- 

c  List  of  the  Spanish  Fle  ET.        i  Ship  of             —                5ogiins. 
I    Ship  of  — .  85  guns.        3  —  30  

I     '  C4  BOMBKETCHIS. 

I    .  —  61  ■■  4  of  iC  gurs 

-i —  —  53        -  Four  fire-fliips. 


^  Sec  Appendix,  N°.  10. 
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fource ;  private  merchants  contributed  the  lafb  farthing  for  A.  D. 
equipping  privateers,  and  feveral  communities  engaged  to  fit  1762. 
out  men  of  war  at  their  own  expence. 

Great  Britain  enjoyed  peculiar  and  fufficicnt  advantages  to 
excite  iier  a£livity,  and  to  balance  the  combination  of  all  her 
enemies.  The  uniform  tenor  of  fuccefs  on  our  fide  made  the 
people  believe  themfelves  invincible ;  and  this  belief,  combined 
with  the  folid  experience  acquired  in  fuch  a  variety  of  fer vices* 
and  fo  many  (harp  conflicts  by  fea  and  land,  infpired  an  enthu- 
fiafm  of  difciplined  valour,  which  indeed  rendered  it  almoH:  im- 
pofTible  to  refift  them.  The  profpedi  of  a  Spanifh  war,  while 
it  held  forth  the  hopes  of  immenfe  plunder,  confpired  with  the 
prevailing  propenfities,  and  roufed  to  the  moft  vigorous  exertions 
of  public  and  private  ftrength.  Nor  had  the  parliament,  which 
met  the  3d  of  November,  176:,  been  wanting  in  liberality  to 
fecond  the  generous  ardour  of  the  nation.  They  went  through 
the  eftimates  with  diligence,  and  granted  fuch  liberal  fupplies  as 
greatly  exceeded  thofe  of  all  former  years.  70,000  feamen, 
including  19,061  marines,  were  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1762  ;  the  land  forces  were  maintained  at  the  number  of 
67,676,  befides  the  militia  of  England,,  the  two  regiments  of 
fencible  men  in  North  Britain,  the  provincial  troops  in  North 
America,  and  67,177  German  auxiharies  to  fupport  the  war  of 
Weftphalia.  For  the  payment  of  the  fea  and  land  forces,  of  fub- 
fidies  to  our  German  allies,  and  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  grants 
of  former  feffions,  they  voted  the  fum  of  )  8,6 1  7,895  1.  2  s.  8  d. 
of  which  I  2,OGO,o®o  were  borrowed  on  remote  funds,  at  four  per 
cent,  per  ann.  with  an  addition  of  i  per  cent,  per  ami.  for  99  years. 

When  war  was  declared  againft  Spain,  his  majefty  granted 
a  commifiion,  empowering  the  admiralty  to  ilTue  letters  of 
marque,  for  privateers  to  a£l  againft  the  fuhjefts  of  that  king- 
dom. At  the  lame  time  he  communicated  the  meafure  which  the 
treaty  between  Spain  and  France  had  compelled  him  to  take,  in  a 
fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament.  Suth  ample  fupplies  were 
already  granted,  that  no  farther  demand  was  made  on  this  ac- 
count ;  and  fo  immenfely  had  the  power  of  England  increafed  in 
the  courfe  of  three  reigns,  that  an  union,  the  lufpicion  of  which 
had  alarmed  all  Europe  in  the  time  of  the  grand  alliance,  was 
btheld  without  the  fmallcft  fymptom  of  fear  or  dt-dpcndcncy. 

TLe 
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A.  D.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  diftlaincd  not  only  to  take  any  Illlbe- 
^To2.  ral  advantages  of  his  enemies,  but  even  to  retort  their  wrongs. 
Although  his  Catholic  majelly  detained  the  Britilh  ihips  in  his 
ports,  and  laid  reftraints  on  the  Britifh  fubjedts  within  his  do- 
minions, the  fubjc(^s  of  Spain  were  left  at  entire  liberty,  and 
the  merchantmen  which  had  arrived  in  Englilh  harbours,  before 
they  had  been  apprized  of  the  declaration  of  war,  were  allow- 
ed to  depart  in  fafety.  This  magnanimity  became  the  dignity  of 
the  Britilli  nation.  It  is  the  part  of  fear  to  fnatch  at  every  piti- 
ful advantage.  But  had  Britain  defcended  fo  low,  it  would 
have  been  unworthy  of  the  grand  fcene  of  aftion  and  glory, 
which  was  now  ready  to  open  in  remote  parts  of  the  earth. 

The  failure  of  the  expedition  againft  Martinico  in  1759  did 
not  difcourage  our  adminiftration  from  making  this  ifland  the 
obje(St  of  another  attempt.  Martinico  ftill  furnifhed  a  conlider- 
able  refource  to  the  declining  commerce  of  France.  It  is  the 
largeft  of  all  the  Caribbee  iilands,  advantageoufly  fituated  be- 
tween Barbadoes  and  Guadaloupe,  and  to  windward  of  Antigua 
and  St.  Chriftophers.  It  extends  20  leagues  in  length,  and  is 
about  130  miles  in  circumference,  indented  by  a  great  number 
of  creeks  and  harbours,  diverfified  with  hill  and  dale,  fhaded 
with  wood,  watered  by  many  ftreams,  and  produces  a  very  con- 
liderable  quantity  of  fugar,  indigo,  coffee,  cotton,  ginger,  aloes, 
and  pimento.  Here  the  governor-general  of  all  the  French 
iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  refides,  and  here  is  eftablifhed  the  fo- 
vereign  council,  whofe  jurifdiftion  extends  over  the  French  An- 
tilles, and  even  to  the  fettlements  of  that  crown  in  the  iilands  of 
St.  Domingo  and  Tortuga.  In  a  word,  Martinico  is  the  moft 
populous  and  fiourifliing  of  all  the  French  fettlements  acrofs  the 
Atlantic.  Its  towns  and  harbours  are  flrongly  fortified  ;  the- 
country  itfelf  is  rendered  extremely  difhcult  of  accefs  by  woods, 
rivers,  rocks,  and  ravines ;  defended  by  a  body  of  regular 
troops,  befiides  a  direiplined  militia  confifting  of  10,000  white 
natives,  and  four  times  that  number  of  negroes,  whom  they  can 
arm  in  cafes  of  emergency.  The  acquifition  of  Martinico  would, 
in  cafe  of  a  peace,  furnilh  us  with  a  place  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance,either  to  retain  or  to  exchange;  and,  if  Spain  was  unchange- 
ably deterniined  on  a  war,  it  would  put  us  on  a  refpeclable  foot— 
i.ng  in  that  part  of  tlic  v.-o;-ld  where  the  Spaniards  are  moft:  vul- 
nerable, 
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Trerable,  and   where,  every  wound    aiTeding  the  vitals   of  the  A.  D. 
Itate,  they  feel  with  quickeft  fenfibihty.  1762. 

The  plan  for  profecuting  this  important  conqueft  had  been 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  the  preparations  had  been  made,  the 
officers  appointed,  and  every  neceffary  order  given  for  carrying 
the  whole  defign  into  execution.  Upon  a  change  of  admini- 
ftration  the  project  was  not  abandoned.  As  every  thing,  which 
had  been  the  object  of  war  in  North  America  was  by  this  time 
completely  acquired,  it  was  eafy  to  draw  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  army  from  that  quarter.  A  draught  of  eleven  bat- 
talions was  ordered  from  New  York,  and  alio  to  aflemble 
the  different  bodies  of  troops  that  were  fcattered  among  th.e 
Leeward  iflands.  Rear-admiral  Rodney  failed  from  England 
in  OtSlober,  aaid  took  on  board  his  tranfports  four  battalions 
at  Belleifle.  The  general  rendezvous  was  in  the  ifiand  of  Bar- 
badoes,  where  the  united  armaments  from  England  and  North 
America  amounting  to  eighteen  battalions  and  as  many  fhips 
of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  bombs,  and  fire-fiiips,  arrived  ia 
the  month  of  December.  The  land-forces  alone  felliittle  fhort 
of  1 2,000  men,  and,  taking  the  military  and  naval  together, 
it  was  fuch  an  armament  as  had  never  before  been  feen  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  The  fleet  proceeded  from  Barbadoes  the 
fifth  day  of  January,  and  on  the  eighth  anchored  in  St.  Anne's 
bay  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Martinico,  after  the  flnps  had  filen- 
ced  Tome  batteries  which  the  enemy  had  erected  on  that  part  of 
the  illand.  In  the  courfe  of  this  fervice,  the  Raifonable,  a  (hip 
of  the  line,  was,  by  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  run  u^ona  reef 
of  rocks,  from  which  fhe  could  not  be  difengaged  ;  but  the  crew 
were  faved  as  well  as  the  (tores  and  artillery.  General  Monk- 
ton,  who  commanded  the  land-forces,  judged  this  an  impropex* 
place  for  a  difembarkation,  and  therefore  detached  the  brigadiers 
Haviland  and  Grant  under  a  flrong  convoy  to  the  bay  of  Petite 
Anfe,  where  a  battery  was  cannonaded  and  taken  by  the  feamen 
and  marines.  The  detachment  then  effected  a  landing,  and 
marched  to  the  ground  oppolite  to  Pigeon  Ifiand,  which  com- 
mands the  harbour  of  Fort  Royal ;  but,  the  roads  being  found 
impalTable  for  artillery,  general  Monkton  thought  it  improper 
"to  land  the  main  body  there,  and  proceeded  to  a  creek  called 
^as  Navires,  v.'here  the  whole  forces  were  diftmbarked  on  the 
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A.  D.  i6thj  without  the  lofs  of  a  maU)  the  fleet  having  been  ftation- 
1762.  ed   fo  properly,  and    directing  their  fire  with  fuch    effect,  that 
the  enemy  was  obliged  in  a  fliort  time  to  abandon  the  batteries 
ei'ecled  to  defend  this  inlet. 

Wiien  the  landing  was  effedted,  the  difficulties  were  far  from 
being  at  an  end.  The  inhabitants  of  Martinico  feemed  deter^ 
mined  to  defend  tlie  ifland  to  the  laft  extremity.  Every  pafs 
was  guarded  and  fortified.  The  detachment  which  had  firft 
landed,  were  attacked  in  the  night  by  a  body  of  grenadiers, 
i'reebooteis,  negroes,  and  mulattoes  ;  but  thefe  met  with  fo  warm 
a  reception,  that  they  were  compelled,  after  fuftaining  confider- 
able  lofs,  to  rctire-with  precipitation. 

The  general  determined  to  attack  the  town  and  citadel  of 
Fort  Pvoyal  although  his  marcli  thither  was  incumbered  with 
difficulties  and  dangers,  there  being  rnany  ravines  and  gullieSj, 
very  deep,  and  diflicull  of  accefs,  well  covered  with  batteries  and 
redoubts,  and  defended  by  the  flavcs  as  well  as  natives  in  arms. 
Cefides  the  difficulties  of  the  approach,  the  tov/n  and  citadel  are 
overlooked,  and  commanded  by  two  very  confiderable  eminen- 
ces called  Morne  Tortuefon  and  Morne  Gamier.  Whilft  the 
enemy  kept  pofleflion  of  thcfe,  it  was  impoifible  to  attack  the 
town.  They  were  proteiSted  like  the  other  high  grounds  in  this 
jfland  by  natural  ravines,  ftrengthened  by  every  contrivance  of 
art.  The  Morne  Tortuefon  was  firft  to  be  attacked.  To  favour 
this  operation,  a  body  of  regular  troops  and  marines  were  or- 
dered to  advance  on  the  right,  along  the  fea-fide,  towards  the 
town,  in  order  to  take  the  redoubts,  which  lay  in  the  lower 
grounds.  A  thoufand  failors  in  fiat-bottotned  boats  rowed  clofe 
to  the  fl\ore  to  aiufl  them.  On  the  left,  towards  the  country, 
a  corps  of  light  infantry,  properly  fupported,  was  to  get  round 
the  enemy's  left,  whilit  the  attack  in  the  centre  was  made  by  the 
J^ritJlh  grenadiers,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army,  under  the 
iire  of  batteries  which  had  been  ere(fted  on  the  oppofite  fide 
with  great  labour  and  perfeverance,  the  cannon  having  been 
dragged  upwards  of  three  miles  by  the  feamen,  acrofs  the  ene- 
my's line  of  fire,  to  which  they  ejipofed  themfelves  with  ama- 
.-5ting  indifference. 

The  attack,  which  was  planned  with  fo  much  judgment,  was 
■eiscutcJ  with  cc^ual  fpirit  and  rcfclutioij.     The  Bricilh  troops 

fucceeded 
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fucceeded  In  every  quarter.  The  enemy  were  fuccefTively  driven  A.  D« 
from  poft  to  poft  ;  fome  fled  into  the  town  ;  others  mounted  to  i?^^' 
Morne  Garnier;  while  the  EnglUli  ftandard  was  diTplayed  at 
Morne  Tortuefon.  But  nothing  decifive  could  be  effected  againfl 
the  town  until  the  French  were  driven  from  the  former  emi- 
nence. It  was  three  days  before  proper  difpoiitions  could  i)e 
made  for  this  purpofe.  During  this  interval  the  enemy's  whole 
foi"ce  fallied  out  of  the  town,  or  defcended  from  the  hill,  and 
attacked  the  Englifii  in  their  advanced  pofts.  But  they  were 
repelled  with  fingu.lar  bravery  ;  and,  the  ardour  of  the  Britilh 
troops  hurrying  them  forward,  they  improved  a  defenfive  ad- 
vantage into  an  attack,  pafied  the  ravines^  mingled  with  the 
enemy,  fcaled  tiae  htli,  feized  the  batteries,  and  polled  tliem- 
felves  on  the  fummit  of  Morne  Garnier. 

All  the  fituations  which  commanded  the  to\vn  and  citadel 
ivere  now  fecured,  and  the  Englifh  in  the  morning  of  the  28th, 
began  to  play  their  artillery  •,  which  the  governor  no  fooner  ob-  \ 
ferved  than  he  ordered  the  chamade  to  be  beat,  and  furrendered 
the  place  by  capitulation.  On  the  4th  of  February  the  gates 
were  delivered  up  to  the  EnglUhj  and  next  morning  the  garriion, 
to  the  number  of  8©o,  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war. 
On  the  7th  Pigeon  Ifland,  which  was  firongly  fortified,  and 
counted  one  of  the  belt  defences  of  the  harbour,  furrendered 
at  the  firft  fummons,  and  obtained  a  capitulation  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  citadel.  Deputations  were  fent  from  different  quarters 
of  the  ifland  by  the  inhabitants,  defiring  the  fame  terms.  But  the 
governor-general,  Mr.  de  la  Touche,  retired  with  his  forces  to 
St.  Pierre  the  capital,  which  he  meant  to  defend  with  uncom- 
mon vigour.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  when  he  arrived 
there,  his  opinion  was  altered  by  the  advice  of  the  inhabitants. 
They  faw  the  Englifli  mailers  of  all  the  refl  of  the  ifland  •,  rhev 
reflefted  on  the  favourable  capitulation  which  the  ifland  of  Gua- 
ila'oupe  had  obtained,  and  the  good  faith  with  which  the  terms 
of  this  capitulation  had  been  obferved.  Although  ihey  changed 
mafliers,  they  changed  neither  laws  nor  religion  ;  their  property 
was  more  fecure  than  under  the  ancient  government,  their  com- 
merce more  free  and  unieftrained,  and  they  were  furnilhed  with 
all  neceflaries  from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  ;  whereas 
formerly  they  depended  for  fubflflence  upon  the  mod  precarious 
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A.  D.and  hazardous  methods  of  fupply.     Thefe  confiderations  liaHE! 

1762.  great  weight  with  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre,  who  perfuaded 
the  governor  to  fend  two  deputies  with  propofals  of  capitulation. 
On  the  14th  the  terms  were  fettled,  and  the  agreement  figned. 
On  the  i6th  the  Englifli  commander  took  pofleffion  of  St.  Pi- 
erre, and  all  the  pofts  in  that  neighbourhood,  while  the  gover- 
nor-general, the  lieutenant-governor,  the  (lafF-ofBcers,  and  about 
^20  grenadiers  were  embarked  in  tranfports  to  be  conveyed  to 
France.  Thefe  fignal  fuccelTes  were  obtained  at  the  fmall  ex- 
pence  of  400  men,  including  a  few  joflicers  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  different  attacks.  Fourteen  French  privateers  were  found 
in  the  harbour  of  Port  Pioyal,  and  a  much  greater  number,  from 
other  parts  of  the  ifland,  v»'ere  delivered  up  to  admiral  Rodney, 
in  conftquence  of  the  capitulation  with  the  inhabitants,  who  ia 
all  other  refpedls  were  very  favourably  treated^. 

The  furrender  of  Martinico,  which  was  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment, the  principal  mart  of  trade,  and  the  centre  of  all  the 
French  force  in  the  Caribbees,  naturally  drew  on  the  furrender 
of  all  the  dependent  iflands.  While  general  Monkton  was  re- 
gulating the  capitulation  of  St.  Pierre,  commodore  Swanton 
failed  with  a  fmall  fquadron  to  the  fertile  ifland  of  Granada^, 
which  was  given  up  without  oppofition.  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vin- 
cent, the  right  to  which  had  fo  long  been  di!p.uted  between  the 
two  nations,  followed  its  example.  By  thefe  acquificions,  the 
Englifh  colonies  at  Antigua,  St.  Chriflopher's,  and  Nevis,  as- 
well  as  the  fhips  trading  to  thefe  iflands,  were  fecured  againfl 
the  hoftilities  of  the  enemy j  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
acquired  an  annual  addition  to  the  amount  of  at  leaft  a  million 
ilerling,  and  the  Britifh  nation  became  undiflurbed  pofTeirors  of- 
that  chain  of  innumerable  iflands,  which  forms  an  immenfe  bow, 
extending  from  the  eafiern  point  of  Hiipaniola  almoll  to  the 
continent  of  South  America. 

The  confequences  of  this  important  conqueft  were  fiill  more 
important  than  the  conquell  itfelf.  It  opened  a  way  for  hum- 
bling efFe£lually  the  pride  of  Spain.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few- 
months,  more  decifive  ftrokes  were  (Iruck  againft  that  haughty 
monarchy  than  during  ten  years  of  the  former  Spanifli  war.  In 

e  See  Afpc:idix,  N°.  ii; 
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tj^t  war  Great  Britain  acquired  wealth  and  honour  ;  but  in  this  A.  D, 
ihe  difplayed  fuch  a  fcene  of  national  glory  as  Europe  had  never  1 7<^2»^ 
before  beheld.  As  thefe  events,  however,  did  not  immediate- 
ly follow  upon  the  reduction  of  Martinico,  it  is  proper  here  to 
paufe,  and  to  contemplate  the  effects  of  that  formidable  alliance 
concluded  in  the  1761,  among  the  different  members  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  kings  of  France  and  Spain-  imagined  they  had  acquired 
fuch  an  alcendant  over  all  their  neighbours  by  forming  thi* 
league,  that  they  might  henceforth  negle£l  with  impunity  the 
obfervance  of  thole  rules  which  the  moft  ambitious  and  defpotic 
princes  commonly  prelcribe  to  themfelves  in  the  execution  of 
their  boldeft  defigns.  This  evidently  appeared  in  their  conduft 
towards  Portugal,  the  ancient  and  natural  ally  of  Great  Britain, 
Portugal  pofleired  gold  without  poiTcfling  induftry  or  ingenuity. 
Ejigland  furniflied  the  Fortuguefe  with  all  the  conveniencies  of 
life,  and  received  fpecie  in  return.  The  balance  of  trade  was 
fuppofed  to  bring  annually  into  Great  Britain  about  a  millioiv 
fterling.  This  commercial  conne£lion  was  flrengthened  by  the 
ftrongeft  political  ties.  The  two  kingdoms  were  fo  fituated, 
that  they  had  little  to  fear  from  one  another,  while  they  might 
mutually  impart  many  reciprocal  advantages.  Tiie  harbours  of 
Portugal  afforded  prote6lion  as  well  as  fupplies  to  the  Englifn 
fleet,  while  the  Englifh  fleet  defended  the  lucrative  commerce 
of  the  Portuguefe  with  their  American  colonies.  The  natural 
and  inveterate  antipathy  between  Spain  and  Portugal  made  it  ne- 
eefTary  for  the  latter  to  look  out  for  fome  powerful  diftant  allvv 
None  is  fo  advantageous  in  that  view  as  England,  which  in  her 
turn  might  derive  great  advantages  from  Portugal,  in  profecu- 
ting  a  war  againft  any  of  the  fouthern  powers  of  Europe.. 

The  united  monarcbs,  unwilling  to  trull  the  ilTue  of  the  wax- 
to  hotiillties  committed  againft  Eagland  on  her  own  element, 
determined  to  wound  her  through  the  fides  of  this  ally.  The^r 
were  ftrongly  invited  to  this  meafure  by  the  prefcnt  unhappy 
circum.ftances  of  Portirgah  That  kingdom  was  altogether  un- 
provided in  the  means  of  defence.  The  military  fpirit,  by  whicl* 
the  Portuguefe  had  formerly  diftinguilhed  themfelves,  was  to- 
tally extin£l.  The  nobles  were  overwhelmed  in  ignorance^; 
bigotry,  and   oppreflion  fpiritual  as  vveli  as  temporal.     Thern 
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A.  D.  was  neither  Ikill,  difcipline,  nor  order  among  the  troops,  hoi* 
17^^' indeed  any  appearunce  of  a  regular  aimy,  and  the  frontier 
places  were  ill  fortified,  worfe  garrifoned,  and  almoft  entirely 
deftitute  of  ammunition  and  artillery.  In  this  condition  Portu- 
gal received  a  fatal  hlow  from  an  earthquake  in  1756.  The 
wealthy  and  flourifliing  city  of  I/.fljon  was  levelled  with  th^ 
ground,  near  30,000  of  the  inhabitants  were  buried  in  herruinsj 
and  thofe  who  remained  with  the  court  itfelf  were  reduced  to 
the  utmoft  diftrcfs  and  mifery.  As  if  this  earthquake,  which 
had  overturned  their  capital,  had  alfo  fnaken  and  diftradled  the 
frame  of  their  government,  and  the  temper  of  their  minds,  the 
fnofi:  dreadful  diftempers  broke  out  in  the  ftate.  A  feries  of 
horrid  crimes  and  cruel  puniOiments  fucceeded  to  this  national 
calamity.  Two  of  the  moft  noble  and  wealthy  families  of  Por- 
tugal, having  engaged  themftlves  in  a  facrilegious  attempt  on 
the  life  of  their  fovereign,  were  cut  off  at  once  with  little  di- 
ftin(Slion  of  age.  or  fex,  by  a  bloody  and  dreadful  exertion  of 
juflice.  Many  others,  who  were  accufed  or  fufpe£led,  fufFered 
death,  or  exile,  or  imprifonment.  Among  thefe,  and  partly 
from  the  fame  caufe?,  one  of  the  mofl:  conlld  erable  religious  or- 
ders for  wealthy  influence,  and  policy,  was  ftripped  of  its  pof- 
ieffionSi  and  entirely  driven  out  of  the  country. 

This  being  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  Portugal,  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  hoped  that  kingdom  would  be  an  eafy  conqueft,  not- 
■withftanding  all  the  fuccours  it  could  poffibly  receive  ;  which 
would  not  only  be  a  great  lofs  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  a  confiderable  inconvenience  to  her  in  carrying  on  the 
war,  but  would  afrord  a  valuable  depoflt,  to  be  exchanged  at 
the  peace,  for  the  farther  acquilltions  England  might  make  at 
the  expence  of  France  or  Spain.  Full  of  thefe  ideas^  his  Catho- 
lic majefty  gave  orders  for  providing  magazines  and  artillery, 
and  for  ftrengthening  his  fc^rtified  places  on  the  fide  of  Portu- 
gal. The  Spaniih  army,  fapplied  with  able  engineers  from 
France,  overfpread  the  Portuguefe  frontiers;  the  cammerce  of 
corn  between  the  two  kingdoms  was  prohibited,  and  every 
fhing  threatened  a  fudden  invafion.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  hoftile 
preparations  the  French  and  Spanifh  minifters  prefented  a  joint 
memorial  to  the  court  of  LiHior,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
peruiade  his  m.od  Faithful  majcity  to  defert  his  ancient  alliance, 

and 
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^nd  to  co-operate  with  the  two  crowns  againfl  Great  Britain.  A  D 
The  memorial  infiiled  largely  on  the  tyranny  which  Great  Bri-  1762. 
tain  exerted  upon  all  powers,  efpecially  the  maritime ;  and  unon 
Portugal  among  the  reft;  on  the  particular  inTult  which  had 
been  offered  10  her  jurirdiclion  by  admiral  Bofcawen's  attack  on 
Mr.  de  la  Clue's  fquadron  in  a  Portuguefe  harbour.  The  me- 
morial concluded  with  a  declaration,  that  as  loon  as  his  moft 
Faithful  majefty  had  taken  his  relolution,  which  they  doubted 
not  would  be  favourable,  that  the  king  of  Spain  would  march 
his  troops  Into  Portugal,  in  order  to  garrifon  the  harbours  and 
defend  them  againfi:  the  hoftile  attempts  of  the  Englifh.  An 
anfwer  was  required  in  four  days,  and  any  delay  beyond  tnat 
time  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  negfitive. 

Such  infolent  propofals  were  never  made  to  an  independent 
kingdom.     His  Portuguefe  majefty  anfwered  in  a  moderate  and 
humble  ftrain,  but  with  becoming  firmnefs,    He  took  notice  of 
the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  which  prevented  her  from  tak- 
ing part  in  an  oflenfivewar;  he  offered  his  mediation  between 
the  contending  parties  ;  but  was  refolved  at  all  events  to  pre- 
ferve  his  faith  to  England  inviolate ;  which  ought  not,  he  ob- 
ferved,  to  give  the  fmalleft  ofFence,  as  his  alliance  with  that 
crown  was  ancient  and  merely  defenfive.     This  anfwer  drew  on 
a  reply,  in  which  the  minifters  of  the  united  kingdoms  denied 
that  the  alliance  between  England  and  Portugal  was  purely  de*- 
fenfive,  and  for  this   unheard-of  reafon,  "  that  the  defenfive 
<«  alliance  was  converted  into  an  OiTenfive  one  by  the  lituation 
"  of  the  Portuguefe  dominions,  and  the  nature  of  the  Englilh 
"  power.  The  Enghfn  fquadrons,"  faid  they,  "cannot  in  all  fea- 
*«  fons  keep  the  fea,  nor  cruize  on  the  principal  coafts  for  cut- 
*^  ting  off  the  French  and  Spaaifli  navigation,  without  the  ports 
*'  and  the  affiflance  of  Portugal;  that  thefe  iilanders  could  not 
f  infult  all  maritime  Europe,  if  the  whole  riches  of  Portugal 
"  did  not  pafs  into  their  hands  j  which  furni (lies  them  with  the 
"  means  to  make  war,  and  renders  the  alliance  between  the 
i<  two  courts   truly  and  properly  offenfive."     They  conclude 
moft  infultingly,  ♦<  That  the  king  of  Portugal  ought  to  be 
"  glad  of  the  neceiTity  which  they  laid  upon  him  to  make  ufe 
<«  of  his  reafon,  in  order  to  take  the  road  of  his  glory  and  of 
"  the  common  intere(t.'^  The  king  replied  with  fullicient  fomt  j 

the 
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A.  D.  the  two  mlnifters  took- leave  and  retired  the  27th  of  April;  and 
?  y  ^2-  immediately  after,  war  was  declared  by  France  and  Spain  againft 
Portugal. 

The  advantages  which  Portugal  pofieffed  in  herfelf  for  ba- 
lancing this  powerful  combination,  confifted  principally  in  the 
nature  of  the  country,  which  is  fo  extremely  barren  and  un- 
cultivated as  to  make  it  very  difiicult  for  any  confiderable  army 
to  fubfift  in  it.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  frequency 
and  fteepnefs  of  the  mountains,  made  it  no  lefs  difficult  to  ad- 
vance by  rapid  marches,  and  to  improve  the  advantages  of  the 
campaign  with  proper  expedition.  Add  to  this,  that  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Spain  the  only  roads  are  narrow  and  difficult 
defiles,  which  may  be  maintained  by  a  fmall  body  of  forces 
aoainft  a  very  powerful  invafion.  But  notwithftandjng  thefe 
circumftances,  the  whole  hopes  of  Portugal  centered  in  the  af- 
fiftance  from  England.  The  greater  her  own  weaknefs,  the 
more  confpicuous  were  the  magnanimity  and  refources  of  Great 
Britain,  who,  at  the  clofe  offo  expcnllve  and  ruinous  a  war, 
made  fuch  aftonifiiing  efforts  in  prote£l:ing  her  allies.  She  fent 
a  fquadron  often  fliips  of  the  line  to  Liflion  f",  befides  frigates. 
With  thefe  (he  fent  officers,  troops,  artillery,  military  ftores, 
provifions  and  money-;  every  thing  that  could  enable  the  Por- 
tuguefe  to  exert  their  natural  flrength,  and  every  thing  which 
could  fupply  that  ftrength  where  it  was  deficient. 

The  Spaniards  could  entertain  no  hopes  of  depriving  the 
Englifh  of  the  ufe  of  the  Portuguefe  ports  by  attacking  them 
by  fea ;  fo  that  they  repofed  their  whole  confidence  in  the  brave- 
ry and  good  fortune  of  their  troops.  It  belongs  not  to  our  de- 
fign  to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  military  operations  in 
tins  effeminate  country,  which  could  hardly  furnifh  out  a  faint 
image  of  war.     The  inacceffible  and  difficult  nature   of  the 
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country,  joined  to  the  fpirit  and  activity  of  the  Britifh  troops,  A.  D. 
were  fufficient  to  defend  the  Portuguffe  dominions  with  very  1762. 
feeble  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  After  a  campaign  of 
above  five  months  the  Spaniards  had  got  pofleffion  of  no  ad- 
vanced pofts  in  which  they  could  maintain  themfelves  during  the 
winter.  The  heavy  rains,  which  begin  to  fall  in  0(ftober,  and 
the  want  of  provifions  for  men  and  horfe  in  an  enemy's  coun- 
try, made  them  fall  back  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where  every 
thing  had  been  provided  for  them  in  great  abundance. 

Thus  did  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  hvc  Portugal,  by  under- 
taking to  defend  her  caufe  within  her  own  territories;  The  fame 
pow^er  protected  this  ufeful  ally  not  only  againft  prefent  but  fu- 
ture dangers,  by  the  operations  carried  on  in  remote  parts  of  the 
earth,  where  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh  fquadrons  compelled  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  10  accept  terms  of  accommodation,  in  which 
the  intercfts  of  Portugal  were  not  neglefled. 

While  the  Englifli  troops  were  employed  in  taking  poflcflioh 
of  Martinico  and  the  dependent  iflands,  a  French  fleet  appeared 
to  windward  of  the  former,  and  fent  an  cfhcer  on  fhore  to  ob- 
tain information.  They  continued  cruizing  to  windward  for  two 
days,  and  even  approached  within  cannon -iliot  of  Trinity,  as  if 
they  had  intended  to  make  a  defcent  j  but  afterwards  they  chan- 
ged their  courfe,  and  bore  away  for  the  harbours  of  Dominica, 
Admiral  Pvodney  being  informed  of  their  arrival  in  thofe  parts, 
got  under  fail  with  his  'quadron,  and  beat  up  to  windward-ia 
queft  of  the  enemy  ;  they  did  not  wait  his  approach,  but  made 
hafte  to  take  refuge  in  their  own  harbours.  While  Rodney'i 
fleet  commanded  the  Caribhees,  lord  Colvillc's  fcjuaJron  was 
ftationed  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  order  to  protecft  the  coaft 
of  North  America,  and  the  new  conquefcs  in  the  gulf  and  river 
of  Sti  Lawrence.  Sir  Charles  Saunders  was  reinforced  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  enabled  him  to  give  law^  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
either  to  prevent  a  junction  of  the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets,  or 
if  that  fliould  be  found  impradtlcable,  to  give  them  battle  whea 
joined.  For  the  defence  of  the  Britifti  coaft,  and  in  order  to 
anfvvcr  the  emergencies  of  war,  a  powerful  fquadron  was  kept 
in  readincfs  at  Spithead  ;  another  rode  at  anchor  in  the  Downs, 
under  the  comir.and  jf  adniiral  Moor^ ;  and  from  thele  two 
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A  D.  were  occafionally  detached  into  the  channel,  and  all  round'  th 3 
1762.  ifland,  a  number  of  light  cruizers,  which  afted  with  fuch  vigi'- 
lance  and  activity,  that  not  a  ihip  could  venture  from  any  of  tha 
French  fea-ports  without  running  the  nioft  imminent  rifle  of 
being  taken;  and  fcarce  a  day  pafleu  in  which  fome  privateer  ot 
the  enemy,  either  French  or  Spaniih,  was  not  brought  into  the 
harbours  of  Great  Britain.  Rear-admiral  Cornifli  had  the  di- 
redlion  of  the  fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  admiral  Pocock  who 
had  acquired  fo  much  glory  there,  being  called  to  a  more  dan» 
I'erous  and  important  command,  the  Gonfequences- of  which  we 
are  now  going  to  relate.  The  whole  of  thefe  fquadrons,  com,- 
bined  with  detached  cruizers  in  different  parts,  amounted  to 
more  than  240  fliips  of  war;  a  force  which,  confidering  the 
difciplined  valour  and  naval  experience  of  our  feamen,  was  fit 
to  contend  againit  the  maritime  firength  of  the  whole  world 
united. 

The  rupture  with  Spain,  which  was  rendered  incurable  by  the 
invafion  of  Portugal,  brought  on  the  execution  of  a  plan  which 
had  been  long  in  agitation,  upon  the  prefumed  probability  o( 
fuch  an  event.  It  is  faid  that  admiral  Knowles  was  the  firft  who 
laid  before  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  a  fcheme 
fiDr  the  redu-ftion  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  in  which  the  whole  trade 
and  navigation  of  the  Spanifli  WeflLidies  centers,  and  without 
which  it  cannot  be  carried  on.  The  duke  approved  of  the  plan, 
and  recommended  it  to  the  miniftry.  But  after  they  had  confider- 
cd  the  draughts  and  plart^.  which  his  royal  highnefs  put  into 
their  hands,  lord  Anfon,  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  pro- 
duced his  own,  which  had  been  made  out  upon  more  accurate 
information ;  and  after  maturely  confidering^.  both  plans,  lord 
Anfon's  was  adopted.  However,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  had 
io  much  merit  in  this  affair,  that  he  vt^as  permitted  to  appoint  his 
favourite  lord  Albemarle  commander  in  chief  of  the  land  forces, 
and  his  brothers,  major-general  and  commodore  Keppel,  to  im- 
portant commands  in  an  expedition  which,  it  was  imagined^ 
would  be  equally  lucrative  and  honourable. 

Nothing  indeed  could  be  io  proper  at  this  time  as  an  attempt 
againft  the  Spanifli  Wefl:  Indies.  The  French  were  now  expel- 
led from  every  place  in  North  America,,  except  their  fettlsment 
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of  Loulfiana,  which  was  deemed  of  little  importance.  They  A. 'D. 
had  loft  their  Weft  India  iilands ;  fo  that  hardly  any  thing  re-  17^2. 
mained  to  be  done  in  that  part  of  the  world  but  an  expedition 
againft  thofe  of  Spain.  But  it  fhewed  great  wifdom  in  the  Bri- 
tilh  adminiftration,  who  determined  on  this  meafure,  that  they 
fixed  their  eyes  at  once  on  the  capital  object.  The  failure  of 
an  armament  in  a  fubordinate  attempt  is  a  bad  preparative  for  a 
greater;  as  the  former,  even  though  fuccefsful,  is  far  from 
being  decifive.  The  plan  of  the  war  of  1740,  in  which  we 
began  with  fmaller  attempts,  and  fo  proceeded  to  more  confi- 
derable,  was  mean  and  ignoble,  becaufe  the  fucceis  in  the  firft 
of  thofe  attempts  did  nothing  to  infare  fuccefs  in  the  fecond; 
por  were  both  together  of  any  coniequence  in  deciding  the  for- 
tune of  the  war.  But  the  plan  now  adopted  was  great  and  jnft  5 
for  by  beginning  with  the  Havannah  we  afpired  at  a  conqueft, 
which  being  obtained,  would  enable  us  to  terminate  the  war 
v/ith  honour,  as  it  entirely  intercepted  the  enemy's  refources  j 
and  if  we  chofe  to  profecuceour  advantage,  the  acquilition  of  tlxe 
Havannah  might  put  as  in  poiTefrion  of  the  whole  Spanifli  .Ame- 
rica. 

The  fleet  dcftined  to  extend  theEritidi  empire  in  the  wed, 
f-iiled  from  Portfmouth  the  5th  of  March,  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Pocock,  whofe  valour  and  condutl  had  contributed 
fo  much  towards  that  ibvereignty  which  his  country  poileiled  ia 
the  Eaft  Jndies.  They  failed  for  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  where 
they  were  happily  met  at  Cape  Nicholas,  the  north-weft  point 
of  the  ifland,  by  a  detachment  from  the  fleet  at  the  CaribbeeSj 
under  the  command  ot  that  gallant  and  able  oiiicer  8ir  James 
Douglas.  The  jun61:ion  happened  on  the  27th  of  May;  and 
the  united  fquadrons  confifted  of  19  l^^il  of  the  line,  18  fmaller 
fhips  of  war,  and  about  150  tranfports,  having  on  board  above 
10,000  land-forces  and  marines.  A  fupply  of  4000  men  had 
been  ordered  from  New  York,  which,  it  was  fuppofcd,  would 
arrive  time  enough  to  bear  part  in  their  military  operations. 

There  were  two  choices  before  the  admiral  for  his  courfe  to 
the  Havannah.  The  firft  and  moft  obvious  was  the  commoa 
way  to  keep  to  the  fouth  of  Cuba,  and  fall  into  the  trail  of  the 
?alleons.     But  this,  though  by  much  the  fafeft,  would  prove 
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A.  D.  by  far  the  moft  tedious  pnffiige ;  and  delnys,  above  "11  things, 
1702.  were  dangerous,  as  the  fleet  had  been  fo  late  in  failing  from 
England,  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  arrive  before 
the  hurricane  feafon,  which  would  put  an  end  to  all  naval  anc^ 
inilitary  operations.  He  therefore  refolved  to  run  along  the 
northern  fhore  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  purfuing  his  courfc  from 
eaft  to  weft,  through  a  narrow  pafiage  not  lefs  than  700  miles 
in  length,  called  the  Old  Straits  of  Bahama.  This  paiTage, 
through  almoft  the  whole  of  its  extent,  is  bounded,  on  the  right 
and  left,  by  the  moft  dangerous  fands  and  Ihoals,  which  has 
caufed  the  navigation  to  be  avoided  by  fingle  and  fmall  veflels. 
There  was  no  pilot  in  the  fleet  whofe  experience  could  be  de- 
pended on  to  condu£l  them  fafely  through  it.  The  admiral, 
however,  being  provided  Vfhh  a  good  chart  of  lord  Anfon's, 
refolved  to  truft  to  his  own  vigilance  and  fagacity  to  carry 
through  thofc  {traits  a  fleet  of  near  200  fail.  So  bold  an  attempt 
bad  never  been  before  made  ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition 
depending  entirely  on  difpatch,  made  it  prudent  to  hazard  it. 
At  the  fame  time  no  precaution  was  omitted,  which  could 
re-'Ove  the  imputation  of  temerity.  A  vefl'el  was  fent  to  re- 
connoitre the  paffage,  and  make  foundings:  fome  frigates 
fdllowed  ;  floops  and  boats  were  flationed  on  the  right  and 
left,  on  the  fliallpws,  with  well-adapted  fignals  both  for  the 
day  and  the  night.  The  fleet  moved  in  feven  diviflons,  and 
being  favoured  with  a  fair  wind  and  good  weather,  got  through 
this  perilous  pafTage  on  the  5th  of  June  without  accident  or 
interruption, 

Two  days  before  the  accomplifliment  of  this  hazardous  navi- 
gation, the  Echo  and  Alarm  frigates,  which  had  been  ordered 
a-head  of  the  fleet,  defcried  four  vefTels  which  proved  to  be 
the  Thetis,  a  Spanifh  frigate  of  18  guns  and  65  men,  and  the 
riiccnix  of  22  guns,  and  175  men,  and  two  brigs,  bound  to  Suga 
in  the  Straits,  for  a  cargo  of  timber  for  the  ufe  of  the  fliips  at 
the  Kavannah.  The  Engllfh  frigates  gave  them  chace,  and  obli- 
ged them  to  Itrike  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  This,  though 
a  imall  fuccefs,  was  an  aufpicious  beginning  of  the  expedition 
againft  the  Havannah.  This  place,  the  obje£l  of  their  long 
voyage  and  of  lb  many  anxious  hopes  and  fears,  was  now  before 
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them.  Though  St.  Jago,  fituated  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the' A.  D* 
illand  be  denominated  the  capital  of  Cuba,  yet  the  Havannah  is  17^^ 
foperior  to  it  in  wealth,  fize,  and  importance.  The  harbour 
upon  which  it  ftands  is,  in  every  refpecl,  one  of  the  beft  in  the 
world.  It  is  entered  by  a  narrow  paflage,  upwards  of  half  a 
mile  in  length,  which  afterwards  expands  into  a  large  bafon, 
fufficient  to  contain  1000  fail  of  the  largeft  fhips,  having 
almofl  throughout  fix  fathoms  water,  and  perfe£tly  fecured 
from  every  wind.  In  this  bay  the  rich  fleets  f  -om  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  aflemble,  in  o  'der  to  fet  out: 
together  on  their  voyage  to  Europe,  Great  care  had  been  takea 
to  fortify  a  place  which,  befides  being  extremely  populous, 
wealthy,  and  ilouriOiing  in  itfelf,  is  the  centre  of  the  richeft  com- 
merce of  the  world.  The  entrance'into  the  harbour  is  fecured 
on  one  fide  by  the  Moro  fort,  built  upon  a  projecting  point  of 
land,  all  of  folid  mafon-work,  having  a  ditch  70  feet  deep  fronx 
the  edge  of  the  counterfi:arp,  and  more  than  40  feet  of  that, 
depth  funk  in  the  rock :  on  the  other  it  is  defended  by  a  fort 
called  the  Puntal,  which  joins  the  town.  The  Havannah  itfelf, 
which  is  fituated  to  the  well:  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to  the. 
Moro  fort,  is  furrounded  by  a  good  rampart,  flanked  with  ba- 
ftions,  and  flrengthened  by  a  ditch. 

The  Spaniards,  fenfible  that,  upon  a  rupture  with  Great 
Britain,  their  Wefi:  Indies  were  the  fairefl:  mark  for  the  attack 
of  the  enemy,  maintained  a  powerful  fleet  in  thofe  parts,  and 
had  actually  a  confiderable  fquadron  of  fliips  of  the  line  in  the 
harbour  of  the  Havannah^.  But  fo  little  confidence  did  they  re- 
pofe  in  their  ftiipping  for  refifting  the  eflbrts  of  the  Engiifli  ar- 
mament, that  the  only  ufc  which  they  made  of  it  was  to  fink 
three  of  their  largeft  vefi^els  behind  an  immenfe  boom  which 
^hey  had  thrown  acrofs  the  mputh  of  the  harbour.   Their  chief 
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A.  D.  hope  was  in  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  the  difficultiss  attend- 
1762.  ing  all  military  operations  which  are  drawn  out  to  any  conlider- 
able  length  in  this  unhealthy  climate-  Thefe  circumftances  en- 
couraged don  Juan  de  Prado,  governor  of  the  Havannah,  to 
determine  on  a  vigorous  defence.  He  was  afiifted  by  the  acti- 
vity of  the  marquis  del  Real,  commodore  of  the  fleet,  and  by 
the  counfels  and  experience  of  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  and  the  go- 
vernor of  Carthagena,  who  happened  to  be  then  in  the  place, 
on  their  way  to  their  rerpe61:ive  governments. 

On  the  7th  of  June  all  things  were  in  reaclinefs  for  landing; 
and,  in  order  to  effecl  this  with  the  leaft  inconvenience,  the  ad- 
miral, with  the  greateft  part  of  the  fleet,  bore  away  to  the  weft- 
ward,  that  the  enemy's  attention  might  be  drav/n  towards  this 
quarter,  while  the  earl  of  Albemarle  and  the  whole  army  were 
landed  under  the  direclion  of  commodore  Keppel,  between  the 
rivers  Bocanao  and  Coxemar,  about  fix  miles  to  the  eaftward 
of  the  Moro-cafile.  A  body  of  Spaniards  appeared  on  the  ihore  j 
but,  fome  floops  being  ordered  to  fcour  the  beach  and  the  woods 
v/ith  their  cannon,  the  troops  pafTed  the  river  Coxemar  in  great 
order,  without  the  fmallelt  oppofition.  The  fivll  attempt  was 
to  drive  the  enemy  from  a  fmall  redoubt  on  the  top  of  the  hill 
Cavannos  which  overlooked  the  Moro.  This  was  effc6i:ed  on 
"  the  loth,  and  at  the  fame  time  three  bomb-ketches,  being  an- 
chored on  Ihore,  began  to  throw  fhells  into  the  town,  under 
cover  of  the  Ihips  Stirling-caftle  and  Echo, 

The  principal  body  of  the  army,  deflined  to  act  again fi:  the 
Moro,  was  di'vided  into  two  corps,  one  of  which,  commanded 
by  general  Elliot,  advanced  a  confiderable  way  into  the  country, 
towards  the  fbuth-eail  of  the  harbour  in  order  to  cover  the 
fiege,  and  to  fecure  the  parties  employed  in  watering  and  pro- 
curing provifions.  The  other,  conducted  by  general  Keppel, 
was  immediately  employed  in  the  attack  on  the  fort,  and  a  de- 
tachment headed  by  colonel  Howe,  was  encamped  to  the  vyeft- 
ward  of  the  townj  partly  with  a  view  to  cut  off"  the  communi- 
cation between  it  and  the  country,  and  partly  to  make  a  diver- 
iion  in  favour  of  the  grand  operation. 

The  feamen  having  landed  fafcines,  {tores,  and  artillery  with 
great  expeuicipn,  the  engineers,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Macr 
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Jtellar,  whofe  abilities  were  equally  diftinguifhed  at  Louifbourg  A.  I). 
and  the  Havannah,  began  to  ere£l  batteries  of  bombs  and  cannon,  ^  7^^* 
while  a  body  of  pioneers  were  employed  in  cutting  parallels,  and 
forming  a  line  with  fafcines  to  fecure  the  troops  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy.  The  hardlhips  fuftained  in  this  fervice  are  almofl 
inexpreiTible.  The  thinnefs  of  the  earth  made  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  cover  the  approaches.  It  was  neceffary  to  cut  roads  for 
communication  through  thick  woods.  The  artillery  was  to  be 
dragged  a  great  way  over  a  rough  rocky  fhore.  During  this 
fatigue  the  fupplies  of  provifion  were  not  plentiful,  and  water  was 
to  be  brought  from  a  great  diitance.  Many  men  dropped  down 
dead  with  heat,  thirft,  and  fatigue.  But  the  fpirit  and  ardour 
of  the  troops,  the  unanimity  and  condudl  of  the  commanders  by 
fea  and  land,  overcame  every  difficulty.  On  the  29th,  2000 
chofen  Spaniards,  with  a  numerous  body  of  negroes  and  mul- 
lattoes  landed  in  two  divifions,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Moro,  with  an  intention  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  befiegers. 
They  were  repulfed  by  the  piquets  and  advanced  polls  with 
great  bravery,  and  compelled  to  retreat  in  confuiion,  leaving 
behind  them  200  of  their  number  killed  or  taken. 

The  cannonading  began,  on  the  lit  of  July,  from  two 
batteries  bearing  twelve  cannon,  fix.  large  mortars,  three 
fmall  ones,  and  twenty-fix  royals.  The  enemy  had  leventeen 
pieces  of  artillery  on  the  front  attacked.  The  fire  was  for  a 
confiderable  time  pretty  near  on  an  equality,  and  kept  up  with 
great  vivacity  on  both  fides.  At  length  that  of  the  enemy  began 
to  fail.  Their  attention  was  divided  in  confequence  of  an  attack 
made  upon  the  north-eaft  face  by  three  (hips  of  the  line,  the 
Cambridge,  Dragon,  and  Marlborough,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Gooftrey,  Hervey,  and  Barnet.  Thefe  fhips,  having 
laid  their  broadfides  againft  the  fort,  kept  up  one  of  the  warm- 
cft  firings  ever  feen,  for  [even  hours,  without  intermifiion.  But 
the  Moro,  fituated  upon  a  high  hilj,  had  great  advantages,  and 
the  fire  from  the  oppofite  fort  of  Funtal  galled  them  exceed- 
ingly. They  were  obliged  to  retire  in  a  very  (battered  conditioa, 
after  lofing  above  100  men,  among  whom  was  captain  Gooflrey 
of  the  Marlborough,  a  brave  and  experienced  olScer. 

When 
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A.  D.  When  the  Spaniards  were  releafeJ  from  the  fire  of  the  flilps,- 
1762.  they  redoubled  their  a6livity  againil:  the  batteries,  and  on  both 
fides  a  conftant  unremitted  fire  was  kept  up  for  feveral  days. 
During  this  Iharp  and  doubtful  contention  the  merlons  of  the 
grand  battery  unfortunately  took  fire  on  the  3d  of  July.  The 
flames  became  too  powerful  for  oppofition,  and  the  labour  of 
600  men,  for  feventeen  days,  was  deftroyed  in  a  few  hours. 
This  llroke  was  felt  the  more  feverely,  becaufe  the  other  hard- 
Ihips  of  the  fiege  were  become  fcarcely  fupportable.  Sicknefs 
had  reduced  the  army  to  almofl  half  its  number.  Three  thou- 
fand  feamen  were  at  one  time  unfit  for  fervice,  and  near  double 
that  number  of  foldiers.  The  fcarcity  of  water,  and  the  total 
want  of  wholefome  provifions,  exafperated  the  difeafe.  The 
army  was  ready  to  perifh  by  thefe  calamities  j  and,  if  the  hurri- 
cane feafon  came  on  before  the  place  were  reduced,  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  the  fleet  was  inevitable- 

The  unconquered  fpirit  of  the  commanders  could  hardly 
maintain  the  languifhing  activity  of  the  troops,  when  Sir  James 
Douglas  who  had  parted  from  the  admiral,  in  order  to  fteer  his 
courfe  for  Jamaica,  arrived  with  the  fleet  from  that  ifland,  carry* 
ing  many  conveniencies  for  the  fiege.  This  favourable  circum* 
ftance  with  the  hopes  of  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from  New 
York,  which  arrived  a  few  days  afterwards,  reftored  the  vigour 
of  the  men,  and  rouzed  them  to  every  effort.  New  batteries  arofe 
in  the  place  of  the  old,  the  fire  of  which  foon  became  equal,  and 
-afterwards  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy  ;  the  cannon  of  the  fort 
was  filenced,  the  upper  works  demoliflied,  and  a  lodgement  at 
length  made  in  the  covered  way.  Notwithftanding  this  advan- 
tage, the  immenfe  ditch  cut  in  the  folid  rock  formed  an  obftacle 
that  was  very  difficult  to  furmount.  To  fill  it  up  was  impof- 
fiblc,  and  the  work  of  mining  would  have  been  impracticable, 
if  fortunately  a  thin  ridge  of  rock  had  not  been  left  to  cover  the 
extremity  of  the  ditch,  which  would  otherwife  have  been  open 
to  the  fea.  On  this  narrow  ridge  the  miners  paffed  wholly  un- 
covered, and  with  very  little  lofs  made  a  lodgement  at  the  foot 
of  the  wall.  While  they  formed  a  mine  for  throwing  the  coun- 
terfcarp  into  the  ditch,  another  fap  was  carried  on  along  the 
glacis.     In  the  night  of  the  2ifl  a  fcrjcant  and  twelve  men  fca- 
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led  the  wall  by  furprize ;  but,  the  garrifon  being  alarmed  before  A.  D. 
any  additional  troops  could  fuliain  them,  they  were  obliged  to  1-62. 
retreat. 

The  governor  of  the  ISIoro  now  phinly  faw,  that  the  place 
muft  be  fpeedily  reduced,  unlefs  fome  bold  meaiure  were  tried 
for  its  immediate  relief.  Accordiugly,  next  day  at  four  in  the 
morning,  he  ordered  a  Tally  to  be  made  from  the  town  by  1500 
raen,  compofed  chiefly  of  tl>e country  militia  and  negroes,  divided 
into  three  detachments,  who  attacked  th.e  befiegtrs  in  as  many 
different  places.  Meanwhile  a  warm  fire  was  kept  up  from  the 
fort  of  Puntal,  and  the  fhipping  in  the  harbour.  But  the  Eng- 
Jifh  guards,  though  fiarprized,  defended  themfelvcs  with  great 
relolution,  the  polls  attacked  were  fpeedily  reinforced,  and  the 
enemy  were  driven  precipitately  down  the  hill,  without  being 
able  to  deltroy  any  part  of  our  approaches.  The  Englilh  loft 
fifty  men  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  Spaniards  had  400  killed 
or  taken  prifoners. 

On  the  30th  of  the  month,  about  two  in  the  morning,  a  iloat= 
ing  battery  was  towed  into  the  harbour,  and  fired  with  grape- 
iliot  and  fmall  arms  into  the  ditch,  though  without  any  great  in- 
terruption to  the  miners;  and  the  clofe  fire  of  the  covering  par- 
ty Toon  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire.  This  was  the  laft  effor;: 
for  the  relief  of  the  Moro  :  for  on  that  day  the  mines  did  their 
work.  A  part  of  the  wall  was  blown  up,  and  fell  into  tb.e  ditch, 
leaving  a  breach  v;h!ch,  though  very  narrow  and  difficult,  the 
engineer  judged  pratfticable.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for 
the  aiTault.  Lieutenant  colonel  Stuart  commanded  the  attack. 
The  troops  hoping  to  fee  an  end  of  all  their  hardlhips,  entered 
on  this  moft  dangerous  fervice  with  the  greateft  rtfolution.  The 
enemy  who  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them,  when  they  had 
pafled  the  breach,  were  terrified  at  the  determined  valour  which 
.appeared  in  their  countenances,  and  fled  on  all  fides.  In  vain 
<Jon  Lewis  de  Velafco  the  governor,  whofe  bravery  and  con- 
dudl  had  excited  during  the  whole  fiege  the  admiration  of  his 
enemies,  end.-avoured,  with  romantic  courage,  to  defend  the 
colours  of  Spain.  He  fell,  as  well  as  his  fccond  the  marquis 
Gonfales,  while  attempting  to  no  purpofe  to  rally  his  troops. 
About  400  of  the  garrifon  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were 
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A.  D,  made  prifoners;  as  many  were  flaiicrhtered  on  the  fpot ;  others 
1762.  raato  the  boats,  and  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  efcape  to, 
the  town. 

The  Moro-fort  thus  came  into  the  pofTeiTion  of  the  Englifti 
after  a  vigorous  flruggle  of  40  days  from  the  commencement  of 
the  operations  againft  it.  This  advantage  was  not  immediately 
followed  by  the  furrender  of  the  Havannah.  The  governor; 
ieemed  ftill  determined  to  defend  that  place,  the  fire  of  which 
was  immediately  turned  againft  the  fortrefs  which  had  been  loft^ 
while  a  fliip  of  the  line  was  fent  down  into  the  harbour,  in  or- 
der to  batter  it  with  more  effe(ft.  IJt'leanwhile  lord  Albemarle 
ordered  a  line  of  batteries  to  be  eretled  along  the  hill  of  the 
Cevannos,  which  commanded  almoft  the  whole  eaftern  fide  of 
the  city.  Batteries  were  likewife  ere£ted  on  the  weftern  llde  of 
the  town,  which  had  hitherto  been  only  guarded.  When  thefe 
preparations  were  perfe£lly  ready  to  take  efFe<fl:,  his  lordlhip,  by 
nieffage,  reprefented  to  the  governor  the  irreGftible  force  of  the 
attack  which  he  was  ready  to  make  on  the  place,  but  which,  in 
order  to  prevent  unnecefTary  effuilon  of  blood,  he  was  willing  to 
fufpend,  that  the  .Spaniards  might  have  time  to  capitulate.  This 
reprefentation  was  made  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  lut  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  the  governor  returning  for  anfwer,  that  he  was  determi- 
ned to  defend  the  place,  committed  to  him,  to  the  lafl  extre- 
mity. Next  morning  at  day-break,  forty-five  cannon  and  eight 
mortars,  ereded  on  the  batteries  at  Cevannos,  began  to  play 
againil:  the  town  and  the  Puntal  with  fuch  continued  and  irre- 
jiifible  fury,  that  this  fortrefs  was  hlenced  before  ten.  In  an- 
other hour  the  north  baltion  was  almoft  difabled.  About  two 
in  the  afternootj  white  flags  were  difplayed  from  every  quarter 
of  the  town,  and  in  a  little  time  after  a  flag  of  truce  arrived  at 
the  head  quarters  with  propofals  of  capitulation.  Theeftabliflied 
religion  r.nd  the  ancient  laws  were  to  be  preferved,  and  pri- 
vate property  was  fecured  t^o  the  inhabitants.  The  garrifon, 
which  v/as  reduced  to  700  men,  were  to  have  the  honours  of 
w.ir,  and  to  be  conveyed  to  Old  Spain,  together  with  the  Spa- 
nilh  commodore,  the  governor  of  the  Havannah,  the  viceroy  of 
Peru,  and  the  governor  of  Carthngena.  The  Spaniards  ftrug- 
gled  hard  10  dwc  twelve  fl^ips  of  the  line  which  lay  in  the  har- 
bour 5 
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^our•,  but  this  was  a  capital  point,  and  wholly  inndmilTible.  A.  D. 
They  likewife  made  powerful  attempts  to  have  the  harbour  de-  '7^2. 
clared  neutral  during  the  war ;  but  this  would  have  deftroyed, 
in  a  great  mealure,  the  importance  of  the  conqueft.    It  was  de- 
bated for  two  days,  when  hoftilities  were  on  the  point  of  being 
renewed  ;  which  made  the  enemy  recede  from  their  demand  j 
and  the  Englifh  took  polTcflion  of  the  place  the  14th  of  Auguft^. 
Theacquifitionof  the  Havannah  united  in  itfelf  all  the  advan- 
tages that  can  be  obtained  in  war.     The  enemy  loft  a  whole 
fleet ;  they  were  deprived  of  a  wealthy  eftablifiiment  command- 
ing a  rich  and  extenfive  territory ;  and  they  ceded  a  port  which 
commanded  the  only  paffage  by  which  their  fliips  could  conve- 
niently fail  from  the  bay  of  Mexico  to  Europe.  While  this  port 
is  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  who  are  mafters  at  fea,  the  court 
of  Madrid  can  receive  no  fupplies  of  treafure  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  except  by  beating  up  to  windward  from  Carthagena, 
Which  would  expofe  them  to  infinite  trouble  as  well  as  danger 
from  the  Englifh  fquadrons,  or  by  furrounding  Cape  Horn,  or 
paffing  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan  from  the  South  Sea,  a 
voyage  of  intolerable  length,  and  fubje^l  to  equal  inconvenien- 
cies.     The  redudlion  of  the  Havannah,  while  it  diftreffed  the 
enemy  in  the  moft  effential  manner  by  flopping  the  fources  of 
their  wealth,    opened    art  eafy  avenue  to  the  conquerors  for 
reaching  their  American  treafures.  In  no  former  vrar  had  Great 
Britain  acquired  fuch  immenfe  fums  at  the  expence  of  her  ene- 
mies. Her  fuccefs  in  the  Eaft  Indies  is  faid  to  have  brought  into 
England  near  fix  millions  fince  the  commencement  of  hofiilities ; 
and,  in  the  conqueft  now   made,  fhe  obtained,  befides  an  im- 
menfe quantity  of  artillery,  fmall  arms,  ammunition,  and  war- 
like ftores,  about  three  millions  fterling  in  filvef,  tobacco,  and 
valuable  merchandize,  colle6led,  on  account  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
in  the  magazines  of  the  Havannah.  In  this  calculation  of  national 
profit  we  muft  not  omit  the  capture  of  the  Hermione,  a  regifter 
fliip,  the  value  of  which  fell  little  fhort  of  a  million  fterling.    If 
it  had  not  been  for  thefe  extraordinary  pecuniary  fupplies,  with 
which  the  war  was  attended,  it  would  have  been  diiBcult  to 

h  See  Appendix,  N"^.  iz. 
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A.  D.  carry  it  on  to  fuch  an  amazing  extent.  The  money  which  was^ 
1762.  brought  into  the  kingdom  invigorated  commerce,  and  urged  the 
hand  of  indurtry.  The  remittances  for  foreign  fubfidies  were  in 
a  great  meafure  paid  by  bills  on  merchants  fettled  abroad,  who 
had  received  the  value  of  rhefe  draughts  in  the  produce  of  Bri- 
tifli  manufadures.  The  trade  of  England  increafed  gradually 
every  year,  and  fuch  a  fcene  of  national  profperity,  during  the 
courfe  of  a  long,  expenfivc,  and  bloody  war,,  was  never  exhi- 
bited by  any  people  in  the  world. 

In  the  expedition  againfl  the  Havannah,  the  fpirit,  unanimity, 
and  perfeverance  of  the  arm-y  aixl  navy  were  eminently  confpi- 
cuous.  Never  indeed  was  there  a  period  of  liich  cordial  co- 
operation between  the  land  and  fea  forces,  or  fuch  a  pundlual' 
attention  to  orders.  One  captain  only,  of  the  name  of  Camp- 
bell, having  neglected  to  perform  his  duty  in  leading  the  fqua- 
dron  which  attacked  the  Moro,  was  obliged  t:o  quit  the  fervice. 

As  it  is  our  plan  to  give  an  account  of  the  more  important 
enterprizes,  which  fucceeded  through  the  co-operation  of  the 
navy,  before  we  proceed  to  relate  the  exploits  purely  naval, 
which  diftinguifhed  the  year  1762-,  we  muft  now  carry  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  expedition  againfl  the  Philippine  iflands, 
which  is  one  of  the  beft  conduced,  mofl:  ^lendid,and  mofl  im- 
portant of  all  the  fuccell'es  which  adorn  the  annals  of  this  glo- 
rious war.  The  defign  of  this  expedition,  which,  if  fuccefsful, 
would  give  as  fcvere  a  wound  to  the  interefts  of  Spain  in  the 
Eaft  Indiesi  as  flie  had  received,  by  the  taking  of  the  Havannah  >: 
on  the  fide  of  America,  was  fuggefted  by  the  following  accident. 
After  the  memorable  defence  of  Madras  in  1759,  colonel  Dra- 
per's bad  ftatc  of  health  obliged  him  to  leave  that  country.  He 
embarked  in  company  with  the  honourable  captain  Howe,  then 
commander  of  the  Winchelfea,  for  Canton  in  China,  a  place  with 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Philippines  carry  on  a  confiderable 
traffic.  Here  the  colonel  employed  himfelf  in  acquiring  a  minute 
knowledge  of  the  prefent  ilate  of  the  Spaniards  in  thefe  iflands, 
and  difcovered  that,  confiding  in  their  remote  diflance  from  Eu- 
rope, they  were  pcrfuaded,  that  no  attenipt  againft  them  would 
ever  be  deemed  praiTticable.  This  had  lulled  them  into  fuch  a  per- 
fect 
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feci  fecurity,  that  they  had  totally  negledleJ  the  keeping  up  of  A.  1). 
a  iTgular  military  force  for  their  own  defence.  i  7^2. 

Colonel  Draper  communicated  his  ideas  on  this  fubje£l  to 
lord  Anfon  and  lord  Egremont,  upon  the  firfl;  rumours  of  a 
war  with  Spain.  His  information  met  with  that  attention  which 
it  deferved.  He  was  dcfired  to  give  a  memorial  in  writing, 
explaining  his  plan  at  full  length,  and  afTured,  that,  if  a  Spanilh 
war  became  unavoidable,  the  undertaking  fliould  be  recom- 
mended to  his  majefty. 

The  motives  to  the  execution  of  this  cnterprize  were  many 
and  powerful.  'Jllie  Philippines  or  Manillas  form  a  principal 
divilion  of  that  imnienfe  Indian  Archipelago,  which  coniifts  of 
above  1200  iflands,  extending  from  the  nineteenth  degree  of 
north  latitude,  almoft  in  a  continued  chain,  to  the  fliores  of 
New  Guinea  and  the  great  fouthern  continent.  The  Philippines, 
which  form  the  northermoft  clufter  of  tliefe  iilands,  are,  fome 
of  them,  among  the  largefi-,  and  all  of  them,  naturally,  among 
the  richeft  iflands  in  the  world.  They  were  added  to  the  Spa- 
nifii  monarchy,  in  its  meridian  glory,  under  Philip  II.  and, 
being  happily  fituated  for  commerce,  they  were  ufed  as  the  cen- 
tre of  communication  for  the  Afiatic  and  American  trade.  They 
may  receive  European  goods  by  the  way  of  the  Gape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  conne.d.\;ng  the  traffic  of  China,  Japan,  and  the  Spice 
iflands  with  that  of  Eiirope  and  America,  unite  all  the  extenfiv^* 
dominions  of  Spain  in  one  commercial  chain  with  the  richcit 
countries  upon  earth. 

The  principal  ifland  of  the  Philippines  is  called  Manilla  or 
Luconia,  extending  300  miles  in  lengthy  and  90,  at  a  medium, 
in  breadth.  The  foil  is  cultivated  by  the  natives  with  uncom- 
mon induftry  for  this  part  of  the  world  ;  the  Chinefe,  who,  af- 
ter the  Tartar  conqueft  in  the  laft  century,  Hed  here  in  great 
numbers^  are  the  artizans,  and  the  Spaniards  enjoy  the  govern- 
ment, and  befl  part  of  the  commerce.  The  refi:  of  the  Philip- 
pine iflands,  as  far  as  the  Spanifh  power  prevails  in  them,  are: 
under  the  government  of  Luconia,  the  capital  of  which  is  Ma- 
nilla, fituated  on  the  fouth-eafl;  of  the  ifland,  and  lying  upon  a 
very  fair  and  fpacious  harbour.  Here  the  large  veficls  or  gal- 
leons annually  arrive,  and   froiij  this  place  they  f.ii!  for  Aca- 
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A.  D.  puico  in  America,  loaded  with  money  or  goods  to  the  value  or 
^7^2.  near  a  million  flerling.  In  the  war  of  1739,  the  talcing  one  of 
thcfe  galleons  was  confidered  as  i!ie  moft  brilliant  fuccefs  which 
attended  the  Britifii  fquadrons.  But  now  they  were  to  aim  at  an 
higher  object ;  not  at  a  particular  cargo,  but  at  the  principal 
mart  of  commerce  which  fupplied  this  cargo  ;  and  which,  when 
put  in  our  pofTeiTion,  would  enable  us  to  deftroy  the  intercourfe 
of  any  other  European  ftate  with  the  empires  of  China  and  Ja- 
pan, while  ic  procured  the  higheft  refpedl  for  the  Britifli  flag  all 
over  thofe  wealthy  and  extenfive  regions. 

The  grandeur  of  this  defign  was  fufficient  to  rouze  the  moft 
vigorous  efforts  of  adminiftration.  But  the  additional  weight  of 
Spain,  in  the  fcale  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  required 
all  the  exertions  of  her  flrength  nearer  home.  It  was  impofli- 
ble,  therefore,  to  fpare  fliips  or  troops  for  undertaking  a  con- 
queft  To  difi:ant  and  precarious,  however  advantageous  and 
fplendld.  But,  fortunately,  the  preceding  events  of  this  glo- 
rious war  naturally  paved  the  way  for  thofe  which  were  to  fol- 
low. The  fuccefs  of  one  expedition  not  only  fuggefted  the  idea 
but  facilitated  the  execution  of  another.  By  the  fortune  of  our 
arms  in  the  eaft,  we  were  become  arbiters  of  the  great  peninfu- 
la  of  India ;  the  French  v/ere  expelled;  the  Dutch  humbled; 
and  there  was  nothing  in  thofe  parts  to  refill  the  Britifii  forcCj 
or  even  to  afford  employment  to  all  the  troops  that  were  kept 
on  foot.  Nothing,,  therefore,  was  demanded  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, but  a  light  frigate  to  carry  colonel  Draper  to  Madras, 
where  alone  fuitahlc  preparations  might  be  made  for  this  impor- 
tant enterprize.  He  arrived  there  the  latter  end  of  June,  1762^ 
and  was  appointed  brigadier-general  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  land-forces  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition.  The  fquadron 
commanded  by  vice-admiral  Cornifh,  a  brave  and  able  officerj 
confided  of  leveral  iliips  of  the  line  >,  befides  frigates.  The 
troops  allotted  for  this  expedition  coniifted  of  one  regiment^ 

i  Thefe  were  the  Norfolk,  Panther,  Amer'cs,  Seaford  frigate,  Eitfabeth, 
Grafton,  Argo  fr'^ate,  I.enox,  Weymouth,  Schorfe  frit;3te.  The  Falmouth 
was  left  3t  the  reqiiefV  of  the  pref'/Jent  and  cmincil  of  Madras,  to  convoy  the 
EfT.x  Indiaman  which  hat?  on  h^^rd  tlie  treafnre  fir  the  China  cargoes;  hut  (he 
utrivid  tliTit  enoii^l'  to  hrvs  her  (hare  Jri  the  expedition. 

with 
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with  a  company  of  the  royal  artillery,  reinforced  with  600  fcpoys,  A.  D. 
one  company  of  Caffres,  one  of  Topazes,  one  of  pioneers,  with  1762. 
leveral  hundreds  of  unarmed  Lafcars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  engi- 
neers and  the  park  of  artillery.  The  admiral  fupplied  a  fine 
battalion  of  550  leamen,  and  270  marines.  The  whole  forpe 
amounted  to  no  more  than  2300  effetflive  men;  an  incot;fider- 
able  number,  but  of  tried  valour,  inured  to  toil  and  hardRiip, 
and  rendered  equal  by  their  difciplined  bravery  to  the  lirength 
of  a  great  army.  The  79th  regiment,  which  was  the  only  re- 
gular body  of  troops  employed  orl  this  fervicc,  had  been  the 
lirft  who  checked  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  India  ;  their 
valour  had  given  the  happy  turn  to  the  war  under  colonel 
Coote ;  they  were  iaured  to  the  climate,  and  accuilomed  to 
viif^ory;  and  their  arms  were  worthy  to  extend  the  glory  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  remoteft  verge  of  Afia. 

The  enterprize  was  no  fooner  refolved  upon,  than  the  admi- 
ral detached  captain  Grant  of  the  Scahorfe  to  the  entrance  of 
the  Chinefe  fea,  with  inftrudlions  to  intercept  all  velTeis  bound 
for  Manilla,  that  the  enemy,  who  were  even  ignorant  of  the 
declaration  of  war,  might  receive  no  intelligence  of  any  defign 
formed  againft  them.  The  fuccefs  of  tlie  enterprize  depended 
much  on  e^ipedition,  not  only  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  being  rouzed  from  their  fecurity,  but  in  order  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind  j  for  if  the  north-well  IMonfoon  Ihould  fet 
in  with  any  violence  before  the  fleet  were  well  advanced  on  their 
voyage,  the  whole  defign  would  be  defeated.  Accordingly  no 
time  was  loft.  In  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  the  troops  were 
embodied  and  formed,  and  the  flores  got  ready  and  ihipped, 
notwithftanding  a  raging  and  perpetual  furf,  which  in  thofe  cli- 
mates is  one  of  the  grcateft  difficulties  in  any  expedition,  great- 
ly embarrafllng  the  embarkation,  and  rendering  ftill  more  ha- 
jardous  the  debarkation  of  troops,  efpecially  in  the  face  of  aa 
enemy. 

The  fleet  failed  in  two  divifions  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  and 
on  the  19th  arrived  at  Malacca  ;  a  place  formerly  confidered  as 
the  key  of  the  Indian  commerce,  and  ftill  the  centre  of  a  very 
confiderable  trade.  The  Dutch,  to  whom  it  now  belonged,  al- 
:.hough  they  looked  with  no  very  favourable  eye  on  the  progrefs 
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A.  D.  of  the  Englifh  in  thofe  e^iftern  regions,  were  afraid  to  difcover 
^762.  any  fymptom  of  jealoufy.  The  Englifli  fleet  ufed  Malacca  as  a 
port  of  their  own,  and  fupplied  themfelves  not  only  with  re- 
frefhments,  but  with  every  necefiary  not  already  provided  for 
the  fiege  of  Manilla.  In  39  d.iys  from  Malacca  they  came  in 
ficht  of  Luconia  ;  the  weather  having  in  general  proved  favour- 
able, although  the  fquadron  was  once  feparated  in  a  (lorm. 

The  next  in  command  to  the  vice-admiral  was  commodore 
Tiddeman ;  and  the  battalion  of  feamen  and  marines  was  under 
the  captains  Collins,  Pitchford,  and  Ourry,  who  behaved  du- 
ring the  whole  fervice  with  equal  gallantry  and  condud.  The 
officers  fubordinate  to  brigadier-general  Draper  were  the  lieute- 
nant-colonels Monfon  and  Scott,  major  Barker  who  commanded 
the  artillery,  and  major  Moore.  Mr.  Drake,  and  fome  other 
gentlemen  in  the  Eait  India  company's  fervice,  were  appointed 
to  take  care  of  the  interefts  of  their  conftituents,  according  to 
a  convention  made  with  the  prefident  and  council  of  Madras, 
by  which  the  Eatl  India  company  were  to  have  a  third  part  of 
the  booty  or  ranfom.,  and  to  be  invefted  with  the  government  of 
the  conquered  country.  The  land  and  fea  forces  agreed  by- 
common  confent  to  participate  in  the  diftribution  of  their  feveral 
captures,  according  to  the  rules  eitabiifl^ed  in  the  navy.  The 
charadler  of  the  commanders,  as  well  as  thefe  wife  precautions, 
prevented  the  leaft  difagreement  from  arifing  between  the  army 
and  marine,  either  in  the  conduct  of  the  enterprize,  or  in  the 
divifion  of  the  fruits  of  their  fuccefs. 

The  admiral  having  founded  the  coaft,  difcovered  a  conveni- 
ent place  ^or  landing  the  troops,  about  two  miles  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Manilla.  On  the  24th  of  September,  the  proper  dif- 
pofitions  being  made,  and  the  three  frigates  Argo,  Seahorlc, 
and  Seaford,  moored  very  near  the  fliore,  to  cover  the  defcent ; 
three  divlfions  of  the  forces  were  put  on  board  the  boars  of  the 
fleet,  conduced  by  the  captains  Parker,  Kempenfield,  and  Brere- 
ton,  and  landed  at  the  church  and  village  of  Malata.  This 
was  not  performed  without  great  difficulty,  on  account  of  a  vio- 
lent furf,  which  daflied  many  of  the  boats  to  pieces.  At  the 
fame  time  the  enemy  began  to  affemble  in  great  numbers, 
both  borfe  and  infantry,  to  oppofe  the  defcent,  but  the  captains 
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King,  Grant,  and  Peighin,  who  commanded  the  covering  fii-  A.  D. 
gates,  mainrained  fuch  a  warm  fire  of  cannon  to  the  right  and  *7^^. 
left  that  they  foon  difperfed,  and  the  general  difembarlccd  his 
troops  without  the  lofs  of  a  iingle  man.  The  days  which  im- 
mediately fucceeded  their  landing  were  fpent  in  feizing  the  mofc 
advantageous  pofts,  in  fecuringthe  communication  wiih  the  na- 
vy, arid  in  reconnoitring  the  roads  and  approaches  to  the  town. 
They  found  it  defended  by  fome  good  works,  conllrutled  in  a 
regular  manner,  and  garrilbned  by  about  800  Spanifh  troops. 
The  Engliili  forces  were  too  few  to  invcfi:  the  place,  fo'  as  to 
prevent  k  from  being  fupplied  with  provifio'ns  from  tlie  country, 
cr  from  receiving  afiiftancefrom  the  natives,  a  fierce  and  daring 
people,  who,  though  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  fire-arms 
and  the  regular  dilcipline  of  war,  were  like  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Indian  illes,  extremdly  formidable  on  accoinit  ol"  their 
martial  fpirit,  native  intrepidity,  and  contempt  of  deaths  The 
governor  of  the  place  was  a  churchman  and  archbirivop,  who 
friled  himfsif  captain-general  of  the  Philippines ;  and,  however 
ill  qualified  by  his  profcfTion  for  the  defence  of  a  town  attack  • 
ed,  feemed  well  fitted  for  this  tafk  by  his  fpirit   and  refolution. 

The  day  after  the  troops  lauded  the  enemy  abandoned  a  fmall 
fort  called  the  Pulverifta,  which  proved  an  excellent  place  of 
arms  for  covering  the  landing  of  the  fiores  and  artillery.  Co- 
lonel Monfon,  with  an  advanced  party  of  2co  men,  occupied 
the  church  of  the  Hermita,  about  yoo  yards  from  the  city- 
The  head  quarters  were  fixed  in  the  curate's  houle,  and  fecured 
by  the  ieventy-ninch  regiment,  as  a  port  of  the  utmotl:  imports 
«nce,  both  from  its  firength,  and  the  commodious  cover  it  af- 
forded from  the  rains  which  had  deluged  the  country,  and  ren- 
dered it  smpofTible  to  encamp.  The  marines  were  left  at  the 
•Malnta,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 'the  pulveriOa,  to  preferve 
the  communication  with  the  fleets,  and  guard  the  ftores  and  ar- 
tillery, which,  on  account  of  the  furf,  were  not  lauded  with- 
•out  great  danger  and  fatigue.  The  battalion  of  feamen  were 
Rationed  between  the  feventy-ninth  regiment  and  the  marines  °, 
and  a  body  of  men  was  advanced  within  300  ynrds  of  the  town> 
and  polTelied  themfelves  of  the  church  of  St.  J-igo,  which  they 
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A.  D.  maintained,  notwithftanding  its  bein^  expofed  to  the  fire  of  th? 
17^2.  enemy. 

Before  batteries  could  be  erected,  the  enemy,  on  the  26th  of 
September,  attempted  a  fally  with  about  400  men.  They  were 
commanded  by  the  chevalier  de  Fayette,  and  having  two  field- 
pieces,  advanced  to  the  right  of  the  Englifli  advanced  pofts,  and 
began  to  cannonade.  Bat  colonel  Monfcm  at  the  head  of  the 
piquets,  reinforced  by  a  fmall  body  of  feamen,  foon  drove  ihem 
back  into  the  town.  Then-  retreat  was  fo  precipit;ate  that  they 
left  one  of  their  field-pieces  on  the  glacis. 

It  was  imagined  that  the  evidence  of  their  inferiority  in  this 
eight  encounter  would  be  an  inducement  to  the  governor  to  en- 
deavour at  obtaining  advantageous  terms  by  an  early  furrender. 
A  furnmons  was  fent  to  him  for  this  purpofe  ;  to  which  he  re- 
turned fuch  an  anfwer  as  fiiowed  we  had  nothing  to  expc^l  but 
what  we  v,*cre  able  to  command.     !^nde^d,  had    the   valour  of 
the  garrifon  correfponded  to  the  fpirited  declaration  of  the    go- 
vernor, the  town  would  have  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  an 
enemy,  whofe  numbers  obliged  them  to  confine  their  operations 
to  one  corner  cf  the  place,  leaving  two  thirds  of  it  open  to  all 
manner  of  fiipplies.     The  front,  to  vyhich  the  attack  was  di- 
rected, was  defended  by  the  baftions  of  St.  Diego  and  St.  An- 
.  drew ;  a  ravelin  which  covered  the  royal  gate,  a  wet  ditch,  cc-^ 
vered  way  and  glacis.  The  baftions  were  in  good  order,  mount- 
ed with  a  great  number  of  fine  brafs  cannon  j  but  the  ditch  had 
never  been  completed,  the  covered  way  was  out  of  repair,  and 
the  glacis  was  too  low. 

While  the  works  were  going  forward  with  great  rapidity, 
fome  ftragghng  fcamcn  v/ere  murdered  by  the  favages,  which 
induced  the  governor  to  fend  out  a  flag  of  truce  to  apologize  for 
this  barbarity,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  requeft  the  releafe  of  his 
r.ephew,  who  had  been  La'.ely  taken  in  the  bay  by  the  boats  of 
tiie  fleet.  His  demand  was  complied  with,  and  lieutenant 
Fryar  was  fent  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  conducl:  the  prifoner  to 
:ov;-n.  At  that  time  a  detachment  of  the  garrifon,  intermixed 
with  a  body  of  Indians,  fallied  out  to  attack  one  of  the  pofls  of 
ihe  befiegers  ;  when  the  favages  ignorant  of  the  law  of  nations? 
■j^.d  difrcgarding  the  facrcd  chamcle?  of  an  cfEcer  under  a  fafe 
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ConJucH:,  afTaulted  Mr.  Fryar  with  the  moft  brutal  fur}'',  mang-  A.  V. 
ling  his  body  in  a  mo(t  fliocking  manner,  and  mortally  wound-  1762. 
ing  the  Spanidi  gentleman,  who  endeavoured  to  prote<ll  his  con- 
ductor. In  their  attack  they  were  loon  repelled  by  the  Britifti 
party  who  defended  the  poft  ;  their  favage  cruelty  had  exafpe- 
rated  the  troops,  and  whenever  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh  foldiers,  they  found  no  meixy. 

Meanwhile  the  indefatigable  vigour  and  unconquerable  fpijit 
of  our  foldiers  and  feamen  had  raifed  three  batterie.?  for  cannon 
and  mortars,  which  played  on  the  town  with  confiderable  eiFe^'^f. 
The  navy  which  had  hitherto  afTifted  no  otherwile  than  in  co- 
vering the  landing,  and  in  furniflaing  menandftores,  began  now 
to  take  a  dire6l  part  in  the  fiege.  On  the  29th  the  admiral  or- 
dered the  Elifabeth  and  the  Falmouth  to  lie  as  near  the  town  as 
the  depth  of  water  would  allow,  and  to  enSlade  the  enemy's 
front  in  order  to  fecond  the  operations  of  the  army.  Ahhough 
the  (hallows  kept  them  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  have  all  the 
fefFe<Sl  which  could  have  been  wifhed,  their  fire  did  not  fr.il  to 
produce  great  confufion  and  terror  among  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  add  very  confiderably  to  the  fatigue  of  the  garriion. 

The  operations  of  the  beficgers  were  for  fome  days  retarded 
by  an  event  which  threatened  tb  dellroy  at  once  all  the  effedts 
of  their  induftry  and  tourage.  Daring  the  firfl:  days  of  October 
a  deluge  of  rain  poured  down^  accompanied  by  a  mighty  {lorm  of 
wind.  The  fquadron  was  in  the  greateft  danger,  and  all  com-  1 
munication  with  it  ahd  the  army  entirely  cut  off.  The  South-Sea 
Caftle  ftore-fliip,  which  had  lately  arrived,  and  contained  the 
greateft  part  of  the  toob  and  neceffaries  for  profccuting  the  fiege, 
i^as  driven  on  fliore.  The  governor,  or  archbifhcp  of  the  place, 
added  to  the  advantage  of  thefe  appearances  in  his  favour,  by 
Calling  in  the  aid  of  his  eccleilaflical  chara£ler.  He  gave  o'utj 
that  the  atigel  of  the  Lord  was  gone  forth  to  deftroy  the  Eng- 
lifii,  like  the  holl  of  Sennacherib  of  old;  and  this  miferable 
fuperftition  did  not  fail  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  a  fearful  and  cow- 
ardly garrifon. 

The  circumftances  of  this  florm,  by  an  extraordinary  fpccles 
of  good  fortune,  became  favourable  to  the  befiogcro.  The 
South-fca  Cdftlcj  by  being  driven  on  fh'ore  without  any  confi- 
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A.  D.  derable  damage,  gave  an  eafy  and  ready  accefs  to  all  the  ftore* 
1762.  jnd  provifions  which  fte  contained.  In  the  fituation  in  which 
fhe  lay  on  (liore,  her  cannon  became  a  proteiSlion  to  the  rear  of 
the  Englifli  camp ;  and,  by  enfilading  the  whole  beach  to  the 
fouthward,  flie  kept  in  awe  a  body  of  Indians  who  threatened 
an  attack  on  the  Pulverifta  and  the  magazine  of  the  befiegers  at 
the  Malata.  At  the  fame  time  the  confidence  which  the  enemy 
derived  from  the  natural  helps  arifing  from  the  ftarm,  and  in 
the  fupernstural  ones  added  by  their  fuperftition,  rendered  them 
more  remifs  and  languid  in  their  defence  ;  while  the  roaring  of 
the  fea,  occalloned  by  the  great  furf,  prevented  them  from  hear- 
ing the  noif^  of  the  Englifli  workmen,  who  were  bufy  in  the 
night  in  completing  the  feveral  batteries,  in  finifliing  a  parallel 
and  communication  from  thefe  to  the  advanced  pod  at  the 
church,  on  the  left  of  which  they  eftablifhed  a  fpacious  place  of 
arms.  All  this  was  accomplifl^ed  on  the  3d,  and,  the  battery 
being  opened  ag.-'.inil  the  left  face  of  St.  Diego's  batlion,  the  fire 
was  io  well  directed  by  the  fkill  of  major  Barker,  that  in  a  few- 
hours  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  mounted  on  the  face  of  the  ba- 
flion,  were  totally  filenced,  and  the  enemy  obliged  to  retire. 
In  lefs  than  two  days  all  their  other  defences  were  greatly  im- 
paired. 

The  Spaniards,  feeing  their  fortifications  no  longer  tenable, 
projeifted  a  fally  difpofed  in  two  attacks  upon  the  two  moft  im- 
portant pcfts  of  the  Englifli.  The  firll:  was  to  be  made  upon 
the  cantonment  of  Teamen,  who  were  known  to  have  had  the 
mofljconfjderable  part  in  the  management  of  the  artillery  during 
the  whole  fiege.  The  fecond  was  to  be  made  on  the  church  of 
St.  Jago,  which  had  been  of  fo  much  confeq.uence  in  protecting 
the  beficgers  in  their  approaches,  and  which  covered  a  flank  of 
the  army. 

In  the  middle  of  the  night  preceding  the  4th  of  O£lober, 
1000  Indians  marched  out  upon  the  firft  attack.  They  were 
much  encoui-'aged  by  ihe  inceilant  rains,  which  they  hoped  had 
rendered  the  fire-arms  ufelefs ;  while  their  ovsrn  arms,  confifting 
only  of  bows  and  lances,  could  fufi'er  nothing  from  fuch  acci- 
dents. Their  approach  was  favoured  by  a  great  number  of  thick 
bullies,  growing  on  the  fide  of  a  rivulet,  through  which  they 
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paffed  in  the  night,  without  being  perceived  by  the  patroles.  A.  D. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  quarter  of  the  feamen,  they  began  1762. 
the  work  of  deftru£tion  with  a  more  than  hoftile  fury.  The 
Englifh,  though  furprized,  maintained  their  ground  with  flea- 
dinefs,  and  repelled  the  mad  mgc  of  the  favages  with  manly  per- 
fevering  courage.  Prudently  fatisfied  with  this  advantage,  they 
remained  firm  in  their  pofts  till  day-break,  when  two  piquets  of 
the  feventy-ninth  regiment  arrived  to  their  affiftance.  The  In- 
dians, notwithftanding  the  weaknefs  of  their  armour,  advanced 
in  the  moil  refolute  manner  to  the  attack,  fought  with  incredi- 
ble ferocity,  when  repulfed,  returned  v/ith  redoubled  fury  to  the 
muzzles  of  the  Enghfh  mulkets,  and  died  hke  wild  beads 
gnawing  their  bayonets.  At  length,  however,  they  were  obli- 
ged to  retreat  before  the  difciplined  valour  of  the  Englllh,  ha- 
ving loft  300  men  in  this  daring  and  unequal  attack. 

The  bad  fuccefs  of  the  firft  attempt  did  not  difcourage  thofe 
who  were  ordered  on  the  fecond.  This  began  ju(t  as  the  for- 
mer had  been  defeated,  and  appeared  at  firfl;  more  favourable  to 
the  hopes  of  the  Spaniards.  Xhe  Seapoys,  who  defended  the  ' 
church  of  St.  Jago,  were  far  from  poilelung  the  firmnefsof  the 
Englifh  failors,  and,,  being  diilodged  without  difficulty,  retired 
in  confufion  from  their  poft.  The  enemy,  who  confifted  not 
only  of  Indians  but  of  a  ftrong  detachment  from  the  Spanifh 
garrifon,  immediately  feizcd  the  church,  climbed  to  the  top,  and 
irom  thence  poured  down  a  violent  fire  on  cur  people,  v^-ho 
maintained  themfclves  with  patience  and  refolution,  until  a  de- 
tachment with  ten  field-pieces  came  to  their  relief.  Then  the 
Spaniards  were  compelled  to  give  way,  leaving  70  of  their  num- 
ber dead  on  the  fpot.  Nor  were  we  freed  from  thefe  refolute 
attacks  without  confiderable  lofs.  This,  with  the  former  ac- 
tion, coft  the  befiegers  above  40  men,  including  captain  Strahan 
of  the  feventy-ninth  regiment,  and  lieutenant  Porter  of  the 
Norfolk,  two  gallant  ofhcers  who  fell  univerfally  regretted. 

This  was  the  laft  effort  of  the  garrifon  in  its  own  defence. 
The  unruly  fpirit  of  the  Indians,  impatient  of  repulfe,  and  dif- 
couraged  by  repeated  defeats,  led  them  to  return  home.  The 
fire  of  the  garrifon  grev/  faint,  and  all  the  outworks  of  the  ene- 
my were  now  in  a  ruinot^s  cor.dinon.  Tlie  operations  jf  the  be- 

llegers. 


23d  isr  A  V  A  L     HISTORY 

A.  D.  fiegers,  on  the  other  hand,  were  Co  well  dire<Sled,  and  carried 
•^7^2.  on  withfuch  vigour,  that  on  the  5th  the  breach  appeared  practi- 
cable. It  was  expe£led,  that  the  ganifon  would  demand  a  ca- 
pitulation, when  no  law  of  honour,  becaufe  there  was  no  pro- 
fpecl  of  fuccefs,  required  a  farther  defence.  But  the  befiegerS 
had  to  do  with  the  fuUen  obftinacy  of  Spaniards,  who  negleded 
all  opportunities  of  obtaining  favourable  terms,  and  without  ta- 
king proper  meafures  for  defending  the  breach. 

The  Englifh  general,  not  finding  any  defire  of  capitulation  in 
the  enemv,  prepared  without  delay,  and  with  the  moft  judicious 
arrangements  for  the  ftorm.  On  the  6th  at  four  in  the  morn- 
in-T,  the  troops  dcftined  for  this  fervice,  filed  off  from  their  quar- 
ters in  fmall  bodies  to  avoid  fufpicion,  and  gradually  affembling 
at  the  church  of  St.  Jago,  concealed  themfelves  in  the  place  of 
arms,  and  on  the  parallel  between  the  church  and  the  battery. 
Meanwhile  major  Barker  maintained  a  clofe  fire  upon  every  part 
of  the  enemy's  works,  from  which  we  might  apprehend  any  mo- 
lefration.  At  day-break  a  large  body  of  Spaniards  were  fecn 
formed  on  the  baftion  of  St.  Andrew,  as  if  they  had  received 
intimation  of  the  intended  aflault,  and  had  refolved  to  annoy 
the  aflailants  from  the  retired  flanks  of  the  baftion,  where  they 
had  flill  two  cannon  fit  for  fervice.  But  the  explofion  of  fom6 
fhells  thrown  among  them  by  the  bedegers  had  fo  good  an  ef- 
fe£l,  that  it  made  them  difperfe  and  retire  in  confufion. 

The  Britiih  troops  took  immediate  advantage  of  this  event, 
and  diredled  by  the  fignal  of  a  general  difcharge  from  the  artil- 
lery and  mortars,  ruflied  on  to  theafiault  undercover  of  a  thick 
fmoke  which  blew  directly  on  the  town.  Lieutenant  Ruffel,  at 
the  head  of  60  volunteers  from  different  corps,  led  the  way. 
They  were  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  feventy-ninth  re- 
giment. A  body  of  pioneers,  to  clear  the  breach,  and  if  ne- 
ceflary,  to  make  lodgements,  followed  ;  a  battalion  of  feamen  ad- 
vanced next,  fupported  by  two  grand  divifions  of  the  feventy- 
ninth  regiment ;  and  the  troops  of  the  Eaft  India  corhpany  form- 
ed the  rear.  Dlfpoi'ed  in  this  excellent  order,  the  afiailants,  to 
the  number  of  2000  men,  mounted  the  breach  with  amazing 
fpirit  and  aftivity.  The  Spaniards  retired  fo  fuddenly  that  it  was 
UTjagined  they  depended  entirely  on  their  mines.  Captain  Stc- 
verfon  wns  ordered  to  examine  the  ground)  which  removed  all 
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apprehenfion  from  this  danger  ;  and  the  EngHQi  troops  penetrn-  A.  D, 
ted  into  the  town  without  meeting  with  any  oppofition  until  they  1 762. 
came  to  the  royal  gate,  where  there  was  a  guard-houfe  defend- 
ed by  100  Spaniards  and  Indians.    Here  major  More  was  tranf- 
fixcd  with  an  arrow,  and  about  twenty  of  our  men  fell.     The 
«uard  refufed  quarter,  and  were  cut  to  pieces.     In  proceeding 
forward   the  troops  were  galled  with   Ihot  fro»n  the  galleries  of 
lofty  houfes,  furrounding  the  great  fquare.  But  the  Spanifh  fol- 
diers  every  where  gave  way  before  them.     Three   hundred   pe- 
filhed  in  endeavouring  to  efcape  by  pafling  a  deep  and  rapid  ri- 
ver.    The  governor  and    principal  magiftrates  imprudently  re- 
treated to  the  citadel,  which  was  by  no  means  a  tenable  poll; 
and  as  the  Englifh  general  had  no  offer  of  capitulation  either  on 
the  part  qf  the  garrifon  or  inhabitants,  it  was  impoflible  to  pre- 
vent fome  of  the  calamities  which  ufually  happen  to  cities  taken 
bv  (form,  from  the  cruel  rapacious  licenfe  of  the  common  fol- 
diers.     Thofe  who  had  retired  into  the  citadel  dreading  to  be 
cxpcfed    to  equal   fufferings,  furrendered   at   difcretion-     The 
marquis  of  Villa  Medina,  with  the  reft  of  the  Spanilh  officers, 
were  admitted  as  prifoners  of  war  on  their  parole  of  honour  ; 
and  all  the  Indians  were  difmified  in  fafety.     At  the  fame  time 
admiral  Cornifli  and  general  Draper,  influenced  by  a  generofity 
familiar   to  our  commanders,  though  able  to  command    every 
thing  by  force,  admitted  the  inhabitants  to  a  capitulation,  by 
which  they  enjoyed  their  liberties,  lives,  properties,  and  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  their  domeftic  government.     In  coniequence  of 
this  agreement  the  town  and  port  of  Cavite,  with  the  iflands  and 
forts  depending  upon  Manilla,  were  furrendered  to  his  Britannic 
majellyj  and  four  millions  of  dollars  werepromifed  as  a  ranfom 
for  favingthe  houfes  and  effe6ls  of  the  inhabitants '^  The  admi- 
ral took  pofTcfTion  of  fcveral  large  fiiips,  with  a  vaft  quantity  of 
military  and  naval  Hores  ;  and  the  English  found  here  every  re- 
frefliment  to  recruit  the  men,  and  every  neceffary  to  refit  the 
fquadron.     The  Eaft  India  company  were  intitled  to  one  third 
of  the   ^anfom,  and  the  conqueft  according  to    agreement  was 
delivered  up  to  Dawfon  Drake,  Efq;  and  the  other  individuals 
appointed  to  receive  them  in  behalf  of  that  company. 

k  As  this  ranfom  was  nxiver  paid,   commanders    in  future  will  do  well  to  lake 
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A.  D.  This  important  acquifition  was  rendered  complete  by  another 
1 762.  fortunate  event.  During  the  fiege  admiral  CorniOi  received  in- 
telligence by  the  capture  of  an  advice-fliip,  that  the  galleon  from 
Acapulco  was  arrived  at  the  ftraits  which  form  the  entrance  into 
the  Archipelago  of  the  Philippines.  This  jntelligence  was  not 
to  be  negledled,  as  fo  rich  a  prize  would  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  the  conqueft,  and  not  a  little  compenfate  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  a  repulfe.  Two  fhips  of  war,  the  Panther  a  fhip  of  the 
line,  captain  Parker,  and  the  Argo  frigate,  captain  King,  were 
immediately  difpatched  in  quell:  of  the  galleon.  After  twenty- 
iix  days  cruizing  they  defcried  on  the  30th  of  October,  being  off 
the  illand  Capul,  a  fail  (landing  northward.  The  Panther  being 
driven  by  the  current  among  the  Narangor,  was  obliged  to  an- 
•chor  j  but  the  Argo  coming  up  with  the  chace,  engaged  her  for 
near  two  hours,  during  which  the  Englifli  frigate  was  rough- 
^v  handled,  and  even  obliged  to  defift,  until  his  damage  could 
be  repaired.  The  current  flackening,  captain  Parker  was  enabled 
to  get  under  fail,  and  about  nine  next  morning  came  tip  with 
the  enemy,  who  after  having  been  cannonaded  near  two  hours 
at  a  very  fmall  diftance,  ftruck  her  colours.  The  Englifli  cap- 
tain was  not  a  little  furprized  to  learn  when  the  Spanifh  officers 
came  on  board,  that  inftead  of  the  San(fta  Philippina,  which 
was  expe£led  from  Acapuko,  he  had  taken  the  Sanitiffima  Tri- 
nidad, which  was  bound  for  that  port.  This  veficl  had  left 
Manilla  the  ift  of  Augufl,  and  had  failed  300  leagues  ro  the 
eafiiward  of  the  Em.bocadero;  but  meeting  with  a  hard  gale  of 
"wind^,  and  being  dirmafted,  was  obliged  to  put  back  and  refit. 
In  the  firll  engagement  with  the  Argo  this  galleon  mounted  on- 
ly fix  guns,  though  fhe  Vk^as  pierced  for  fixty.  In  her  engage- 
ment with  the  Panther,  fhe  mount-ed  but  thirteen.  The  Englifli 
<:apta!ns  had  both  been  ftirprized  to  find  fo  obflinate  a  refiftance 
with  fo  little  a(ft:iviTy  of  oppofition.  But  their  wonder  ceafed 
when  they  examined  the  galleon  with  attention.  She  was  a 
huge  veffel  that  lay  like  a  mountain  on  the  water,  and  her  fides 
fo  exceflively  thick  that  the  fliot  had  made  no  imprelTion  upon 
any  part,  except  her  upper  works.  She  had  800  men  on  boardj 
and  the  value  .of  her  cargo  was  regiilcred  at  one  million  and  a 
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half  of  dollars  ;  that  which  was  unregiftered  in  order  to  be  A.  D. 
fmuggled  amounted  to  full  as  much;  lb  that  this  capture  was  a  176Z. 
valuable  addition  to  the  conqueft,  and  a  frefh  wound  to  the 
enemy. 

At  no  period  of  time  had  the  Spanifh  monarchy  fuffered  fuch 
mortifying  difafters  as  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  of  which  there 
was  no  conqueft  more  advantageous  in  itfelf,  or  more  honour- 
ably atchieved  than  that  of  the  Philippines.  The  Britifh  forces 
eS'eQed  their  landing  before  Manilla  on  the  24th  of  September; 
their  battery  of  cannon  was  not  completed  uniil  the  3d  of  Oclo- 
ber,  and  on  the  6th  they  were  mafters  of  the  city.  In  this  Ihort 
time,  notwithftanding  the  tempeftuous  feafon  of  the  year  which 
prevented  the  communication  between  the  land  and  fea  forces,  a 
territory  was  acquired  confilVmg  of  fourteen  confiderable  iflands, 
which  from  their  extent,  fertility,  and  convenience  of  commerce, 
furniflied  the  materials  of  a  great  kingdom.  The  conqueft  of 
the  Havannah  had  in  a  great  meafure  interrupted  the  conundDi- 
cation  between  the  wealthy  American  colonies  of  the  Spaniards 
and  Europe.  The  reduflion  of  the  Philippines  now  exclu<ied 
them  from  Afia.  The  two  together  fccured  all  the  avenues  «f 
the  Spanifli  trade,  and  cut  off  aU  intercourfe  between  the  parts 
of  their  vaft  but  unconnected  empire.  Never  indeed  were  any 
people  more  to  be  pitied  than  the  Spaniards,  They  were  plun- 
ged precipitately  into  a  war  againA  every  principle  of  fou!id  po- 
licy and  caution,  merely  to  gratify  the  private  inclinations  of 
their  fovereign,  in  favour  of  the  interefts  of  his  f-amily,  which 
ftood  in  directt  oppofition  to  thofe  of  his  people.  Unfortunately 
for  the  happinefs  of  mankind  the  former  interefts  will  always  be 
preferred  under  the  government  of  an  abfolute  prince.  What- 
ever conclufions,  therefore,  may  be  drawn,  at  any  ruture  pe- 
riod, in  favour  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  Spaniards  from 
the  national  advantages  that  would  refult  from  a  pacific  conduct, 
ought  not  to  have  great  weight  on  the  councils  or  meafnres  of 
Great  Britain.  We  ought  in  this  cafe  to  diftruii  appearances. 
The  advantage^  at  leaft  the  fuppofed  advantage  of  a  I'ing  of 
Spain  and  of  his  fubjefts,  are  not  always  the  fame.  The  national 
advantage  is  moft  obvious  to  itrr.ngers,  but  that  of  the  king 
will  prevail  in  the  cabinet ;  and  Spain  wili  undertake  another 
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A.  D.  war  againft:  Great  Britain,  though  more  ruinous  than  the  for- 
1762.  mer,  whenever  the  interefts  or  honour  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon' 
demand  her  affiftance.    We  may  be  permitted  another  obferva' 
tion  at  this  particular  time  '^  The  fuccefs  of  the  laft  war  againft 
Spain,  than  which  none  more  briUiant  is  recorded  in  hifkory, 
depended  in  a  great  meafure  on  the  rapidity  with  which  all  our' 
meafures  were  carried  irito  execution*    The  garrifon  at  the  Ha- 
vannah  was  in  no  (Inre  of  defence;  the  inhabitants  of  Manilla 
uere  imacquaintcd  witlithe  declaration  of  war.  The  dominions 
of  Spain  from  which  Oie  draws  her  principal  refources,, lying  at 
an  Unmenfe  diftance  from  the  capital  and  one  another,  renders 
it  more  necefTary  for  her  than  for-  any  other  power  to  tempo- 
rise, tmtil  flie  can  infpire  with  atlivity  alL  the  parts  of  her  ex» 
tenfive  but  disjointed"  empire.     For  this  reafon  Great  Britain- 
cannot  be  too  much  on  her  guard  to  watch  the  firft  fymptom  of 
r.pproaching  hoAility.  To  take  the  advantage  of  the  firil:  ftroke, 
without  waiting  for  the  formal  declaration  of  war,  may  expofe 
her  to  the  cenfure  of  minute  politicians;  but  to  wait  patiently" 
till  (lie  herfeif  receives  it,  will  render  her  the  ftorn  of  her  cne- 
iriies. 

The  reduftion  of  the  Manillas  will  be  handed  down  as  a  me- 
morable event  to  the  lateft  pollerity.  Another  expedition, 
which  was  much  celebrated  at  the  time,  and  which  adorned  the 
luftre  of  the  Britifh  arms  in  the  courfe  of  this  autumn,  was  the 
recovery  of  the  ifland  of  St.  John  in  Ne'.vfoundland.  About 
the  latter  end  of  May,  intelligence  was  received  by  the  admiralty 
that  a  I^rench  iquadron  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Ternay  had 
failed  from  Breft  under  cover  of  a  fog.  The  deflination  of  this 
fquadron  being  uncertain,  Sir  Edward  Hawke,.with  the  duke  of* 
"York  as  rear-admiral,  were  immediately  ordered  from  Spithead 
with  feven  fliips  cf  the  hne,  and  two  frigates,  in  hopes  that 
they  might  fall  in  with  the  enemy.  They  vifited  the  coafk  of 
France;  and  after  cruizing  for  fome  time  in  the  chops  of  the 
Channel  for  the  protc£tion  cf  our  trade,  returned  to  Portfmouth 
not  l^.'ving  i'cGn  M.  de  Ternay's  fleet.  It  was  defcried,  how- 
ever, pn  the  iith  of  May,  about  fifty  leagues  to  the  north- 
's Oaobcr,  17-8. 
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ward  of  the  Lizard  by  captain  Rowley,  who  had  failed  with  A.  D. 
three  fliips  of  war,  the  Superbe  of  74  guns,  tlie  Gofport  of  44,  1762. 
and  the  Danae  of  38,  as  convoy  to  a  fleet  of  merchantmen 
bound  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  an.I  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica.    Captain  Rowley  no  fooner  perceived  th:em  than  he  m.ade  "^ 
a  difpofition  for  battle,  though  greatly  inferior  in  ftrength.  The 
French  fliips  bore  down  upon  him  ;  when  he  hoiited  British  co- 
jours,  and  fired  at  the  neareft,  when  (lie  was  within  little  more 
than  random  (hot.     The  enemy  immediately  hoifted  Englifli 
colours,  and  tacked  to  the  northward.   He  gave  them  chace  till 
three  in  the  afternoon  when  they  w^ere  fcarcely  in  fight;  and 
having  no  hope  of  bringing  them  to  adlion,  hedifcoutinued  tl^e 
purfuit,  and  rejoined  hisconvay. 

The  French  fcjuadron  confifted  of  the  Robufle  of  74  guns, 
the  Eveille  of  64,  the  -Garoniae  of  44,  and  the  Licorne  of  3a, 
carryiijg  1500  foluiers  undej  the  command  of  the  count  d'Hau- 
-ionville.  They  fleered  therr  courie  for  Newfoundland,  and  on 
the  24th  of  June  entered  the  bay  of  Bulls,  where  the  troops 
were  landed  without  oppofitioa.  Having  taken  poirelTion  of  an 
inconfiderable  Englifh  fettlement  in  this  bay,  they  t^eered  for 
the  town  of  St.  John's,  which  being  defended  by  no  more  than 
iixty-thrce  men,  furrendered  upon  capitulation.  This  little  gar- 
rifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  together  with  the  ofijcers  and 
<:rew  of  his  majefty's  floop  the  Gramont,  which  was  in  the  har- 
bour. The  French  likewife  took  feveral  merchant  vclTsls,  de- 
ftroyed  the  ftages  ere6bed  for  curing  cod,  and  every  thing  elfs 
belonging  to  the  fiihcry.  They  afterwards  began  to  repair  the 
foptifications  of  the  town,  of  which  they  had  determined  to 
keep  pofTeliion. 

When  the  news  of  this  lofs  reached  England,  the  antimini- 
ilerial  party  employed  it  as  a  fubjecl  of  reproach  againft  the 
king's  fervants.  Their  abufe,  though  mean,  illiberal,  and  vul- 
g.ir,  was  not  altogether  ill-founded.  Mr.  Pitt's  advice  for* 
guarding  Newfoundland  from  any  fuch  attempt,  had  been  ne- 
plccied  by  the  miniftry,  who,  while  on  this  occafion  they  repre- 
fented  the  lofs  of  a  place  cold,  barren,  and  inhofpitable,  as  of 
very  httle  confcquence,  did  not  delay  to  prepare  an  armament 
ior  regaining  the  pofieflion  of  it. 

G  g  2  But 
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A.  D.  But  their  preparations  for  this  purpofe  were  rendered  unne- 
*7^2.  cefiary  by  the  vigilant  celerity  of  lord  Colville  and  Sir  Jeffery 
Amherft,  who  commanded  by  fea  and  land  in  North  America. 
The  former,  upon  receiving  advice  of  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
3n  Newfoundland,  immediately  failed  thither  from  Halifax,  and 
blocked  up  the  harbour  of  St.  John's  with  one  fliip  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate  only,  even  while  M.  de  Ternay  lay  at  anchor 
in  it,  with  a  fuperior  fquadron.  On  the  i  ith  day  of  September 
his  lordiliip  was  joined  by  colonel  Amherft,  whom  his  brother 
Sir  Jeffliry  had  detached  from  New  York,  with  orders  to  touch 
at  Louifbourg,  and  take  on  board  fome  troops,  which,  with, 
ihofe  embarked  at  Halifax,  amounted  to  about  800  men,  chief- 
ly Highlanders  and  light  infantry.  The  light  infantry  landed, 
after  a  Ihort  refiftance,  at  Torbay,  about  feven  miles  to  the 
Korthward  of  St.  John's,  it  not  being  pofllble  to  land  at  Kitty- 
vitty,  where  the  enemy  had  flopped  up  the  narrow  entrance,  by 
linking  Ihallops  in  the  channel.  The  French  had  continued  to 
-annoy  tl-.e  boats,  as  the  troops  landed  ;  until  the  light  infantry 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat.  The  French  afterwards  took  to 
the  woods,  through  which  the  Britifli  had  to  march  for  four 
miles.  They  wounded  feveral  of  our  men  with  their  bufn  lire, 
•which  was  very  troublefome  till  captain  IVI'Donald's  company  of 
■light  infantry  rulhed  in  upon  them,  took  fome  pi-iloners,  and 
difperfed  the  reft.  The  Britifh  forces  advaiiced  to  the  ftrong 
poft  of  Kitty-vitty  which  they  took  fword  in  hand.  This  advan- 
tage fecurcd  their  communication  with  the  Ihips  for  landing  the 
ftores  and  artillery.  The  enemy  ported  on  a  hill  on  the  other 
lide  of  the  river  iired  upon  our  men  ;  but  a  detachment  was  fent 
to  drive  them  from  this  eminence  from  which  they  retreated  in 
iirecipitation,  leaving  feveral  prifoners  behind.  The  French 
were  (till  in  poiTefiion  of  two  very  high  and  fleep  hills,  the  one 
la  the  neighbourhood  of  our  advanced  pods,  and  the  other  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  John's,  and  commanding  all  the  in- 
termediate fpace.  It  was  necellary  to  dillodge  them ;  which  was 
performed  by  captain  McDonald  with  great  bravery  and  refolu- 
tion,  at  the  head  of  his  own  and  the  provincial  light  infantry. 
With  this  corps  he  pafTed  the  fentries  and  advanced  guard  unob- 
'crvedj  and  was  not  dilcovered  till  the  muin  body  of  the  French 
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faw  him  climbing  up  the  rocks,  and  almoft  at  the  top  which  he  A.  D, 
gained  5  having  receiveil  the  enemy's  fire,  he  poured  in  his  own  I'jOz. 
with  fuch  vivacity  that  the  French  gave  way.     The  gallant  cap- 
tain received  a  mortal  wound  ;  his  lieutenant  with  four  men 
Were  killed,  and  eighteen  wounded. 

On  the  1 6th  colonel  Amherft  proceeded  vigoroufly  in  his 
preparations  to  attack  the  town  of  St.  John's.  The  breaft-work 
and  unfinilhed  battery  which  commanded  the  harbour  beins; 
taken,  the  entrance  of  the  channel  was  cleared,  and  the  ftorcs 
and  artillery  were  landed  without  difficulty.  This  was  fortu- 
nately performed  before  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  which  happened 
immediately  after,  and  drove  lord  Colville  to  a  conllderable  dif- 
tance  from  the  coaft.  In  his  abfence  M.  de  Ternay  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  thick  fog,  to  flip  his  cables  and  to  make  his  efcape, 
leaving  the  garrifon  of  St.  John's  to  defend  itfelf.  His  fliips 
were  (ecn  at  a  great  diftance  by  the  Britilh  fquadron  ;  but  his 
conduct  was  fo  unlike  that  of  Engliihmen  in  abandoning  a  place 
intruded  to  his  protediion,  that  it  was  not  imagined  the  ihips 
which  they  defcried  could  be  thofe  of  M.  Ternay. 

On  the  17th  at  night  the  colonel  opened  a  batterv,  with  one 
eight-inch  mortar,  feven  cohorns,  and  fix  royals.  The  enemy, 
at  the  fame  time,  began  a  biilk  fire  from  the  fort,  and  threw 
feveral  fliells.  In  the  morning  of  the  iSch  tlie  count  of  Hau- 
fonville,  who  had  declared  two  days  before  in  a  letter  to  colo- 
nel Amherft  that  he  would  not  iurrender  the  fort  until  it  were 
totally  deftroyed,  thought  proper  to  alter  his  refolution,  and  to 
demand  a  capitulation.  Ihe  garriibn  furrendered  priloners  of 
war,  on  condition  of  being  conveyed  to  Brell  with  the  hril  op- 
portunity; which  condition  was  immediately  fulfilled  by  lorcj 
Colville,  who  had,  by  this  time,  returned  into  the  harbour. 
Thus  the  town  and  fort  of  St.  John's  with  all  the  other  places 
which  the  French  had  taken  on  this  coaft  were  recovered  by  the 
indefatigable  labour  and  perfevering  bravery  of  a  handful  of 
men,  without  the  lofs  of  above  20  foldiers  in  this  important  fer- 
vice.  ^ 

In  the  retaking  of  St.  John's  as  well  as  in  the  redutTlion  of  the 
Havannah  and  the  Philippines,  the  fleet  and  army  co-operated 
with  fingular  harmony  and  fuccels.     As  d:?y  nnvicrvvcnt  the 
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A.  D.  hme  fatigue,  and  were  expofcd  to  fimilar  dangers,  they  were 
17*^2.  intitled  to  an  equal  fhare  of  glory  as  well  as  of  reward.  But  it 
is  obvious  that  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the  Englifli  feamen  to  the 
French  and  Spanifli,  and  their  firm  hardinefs  in  performing 
fome  branches  of  fervice  which  no  land  troops  in  the  worjd 
would  have  dared  to  attempt,  was  the  principal  caufc  of  that 
uniform  and  uninterrupted  train  of  good  fortune  which  crowned 
the  Britiili  arms.  The  manly  {irmnefs  and  perfevering  refolution 
of  our  feamen,  diredled  by  the  experienced  valour  and  adlive  vi- 
gilance of  our  naval  commanders,  overcame  obftacles  of  art  and 
nature  which  appeared  at  firll:  fight  unfurmountable.  Evcr7 
meafure  was  taken  at  that  critical  moment  which  was  moft:  fa- 
vourable to  its  fuccefs ;  no  advantage  was  left  unimproved,  no 
error  unrepaired.  The  whole  plan  of  every  expedition,  as  well 
as  its  fubordinate  parts,  was  conducted  with  heroic  bravery, 
and  guided  by  confummate  wifdom. 

Nor  was  the  merit  of  the  fleet  lefs  confpicuous  in  thofe  at- 
tempts which  were  more  immediately  directed  againft  the  navaj 
flrength  and  refources  of  the  enemy.  In  the  courfeof  the  year 
we  meet  with  feveral  actions  at  fea,  which  would  adorn  the  an- 
nals of  any  country.  We  lliall  relate  them  in  the  order  of  time 
in  which  they  happened. 

Had  the  enemy's  defigns  fucceeded,  we  fliould  have  had  few 
exploits  to  boaft  of  near  the  coail:  of  France.  In  the  month  of 
December  of  the  year  1761,  they  attempted  to  burn  at  once  ali 
the  Britiih  Ihips  of  war  that  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Bafque. 
They  prepared  three  lirc-fliips,  which  being  chained  together, 
were  towed  out  of  the  port,  and  fet  on  fire  with  a  ftrong  breeze 
that  blew  dire£lly  on  the  Englifli  fquadrou.  This  attempt,  how- 
ever, was  made  with  hurry  and  trepidation,  and  the  wind  lucki- 
ly fl)ifting  drove  them  clear  of  the  fnips  they  were  intended  to 
deftroy.  They  were  confumed  to  no  purpofe,  after  blowing  up 
with  a  terrible  explofion  and  every  perfon  on  board  perifliing. 
On  the  7th  of  March,  his  majefty'«  fhip  Milford  fell  in  with  a 
tSpanifli  letter  of  marque  in  her  paffage  to  St.  Domingo.  She 
had  been  a  privateer  of  Bayonne  and  pierced  for  20  giins,  but 
carried  at  prcfent  only  16  fix-pounders,  ten  fwivels,  and  94  men, 
ar:d  had  a  valuable  cargo  on  board.     The  engagement  was  hoc 

and 
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and  defpcrate.  Captain  Man  of  the  Milford  foon  received  a  A.  D. 
mortal  wound.  Mr.  Day  the  firft  lieutenant,  taking  the  com-  1762. 
mand  of  the  fhip,  was  immediately  (hot  through  the  head.  The 
defence  of  the  king's  fliip  devolving  on  lieutenant  Naili,  this  of- 
ficer received  feveral  wounds  in  his  hands  and  face.  The  en- 
gagement continued  almofl  for  24  hours,  when  the  enemy  ftruck;, 
both  (hips  being  miferably  fliattered. 

About  the  fame  time  his  majefty's  flilp  Fowey,  of  24  guns, 
nine  pounders,  and  135  men,  commanded  by  captain  Mead, 
fell  in  with  La  Ventura,  a  Spanifh  frigate  of  26  guns,  12  poun- 
ders, and  300  men,  carrying  money  to  pay  the  Spanifii  troops 
at  Porto-Rico  and  St.  Domingo.  Thefe  frigates  engaged  about 
ifeven  leagues  from  Cape  Tiberone.  The  fight  continued  an  hour 
and  an  half,  when  their  mutual  damages  obliged  them  both  at 
the  fame  time  to  fheer  off  and  repair.  This  done,  captain  Mead 
at  ten  o'clock  of  the  night  bore  down  a  fecond  time  on  the  ene- 
my J  but  after  exchanging  a  broadlide  without  any  vifible  effe£l, 
it  being  too  dark  to  form  any  f.itisfa£lory  notion  of  the  diflance 
and  motion  of  the  Spanifli  vefTcl,  he  made  fail  to  windward;^' 
keeping  a  proper  look-out,  that  he  might  not  lofe  fight  of  her, 
but  be  able  to  renew  the  attack  with  advantage  by  day-light. 
Accordingly  in  the  dawn  of  the  morning,  the  Fowey,  keeping' 
her  men  at  their  q'larters,  ran  up  as  clofe  to  the  Ventura  as  ic 
•w'as  poflible  without  fal^ng  on  board  of  her.  The  engagement, 
renewed  for  the  third  time,  was  more  bloody  and  defpcrate  than 
before.  It  lafted  with  extraordinary  courage  and  condu«n:  on 
both  fides  till  half  an  hour  pafi:  eight,  when  the  Spanifli  frigate 
having  received  feveral  fliot  between  wind  and  water,  and  being 
reduced  almofl.  to  a  wreck,  was  compelled  to  ftrike  her  colours. 
She  had  near  50  men  killed-,  and  both  (hips  were  fo  much  dif- 
ablcd  that  neither  of  them  had  tackles  left  to  hoift  out  a  boat, 
sior  indeed  a  boat  that  could  fwim.  Captain  M-:ad,  who  is 
known  by  his  uf<;fuV  invention  for  cleaning  a  fhip's  bottom  a2' 
fta,  had  occafion  for  all  his  ingenuity  on  this  occafion.  He 
contrived  by  nailing  tarpaulins  over  the  (hot-holes  of  a  fmall 
boat,  to  bring  the  Spanifli  officers  on  board  the  Fowey.  His 
gallantry  was  the  more  confj  icr.ous  on  this  occalion,  as  the 
flnp's  maftcr  was  drunk  and  unfit  to  give  the  leail  afTifliance 

during 
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A.  D.  during  the  adlion.     The  gunner,  too,  happened  to  be  wounded 
J 1^-'  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement;  and  a  lieutenant,  with  24 
men,  were  on  Ihore. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  after  this  wreck  was  carried  into  Port- 
Royal  in  Jamaica,  the  HulTar  frigate,  captain  Carlcet,  attacked 
four  Ihips,  lying  under  a  fort  in  Tiberone  bay  j  one  of  which 
carrying  16  guns  fhe  burnt,  funk  another  of  14  guns,  cut  out 
one  of  j6  and  another  of  12,  and  carried  them  into  Jamaica. 
In  this  defperate  enterprize  the  Hufiar  had  but  one  m^n  killed 
and  12  wounded;  whereas  the  French  had  17  killed  and  35 
wounded.  But  mofl:  of  the  crews  of  the  enemy's  ihips  efcaped 
afhore  in  their  boats  during  the  engagement. 

On  the  21  ft  of  May  two  Britifia  frigates,  cruizing  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  made  prize  of  thellermione,  a  Spanilh  regifter-lbip, 
bound  from  I^ima  to  Cadiz,  loaded  with  fuch  a  quantity  of 
treafure  and  valuable  efFedls  as  enriched  all  the  captors.  The 
Hermione  had  but  28  guns,  and  furrendered  with  little  or  no 
refiftance  ;  (lie  was  indeed  in  no  fituation  to  make  a  proper  de- 
fence, the  ciiicers  on  board  not  being  acquainted  with  the  de- 
claration of  war  between  the  two  kingdoms.  This  fliip  carried 
2j6oo,ooo  hard  dollars ;  and  her  whole  cargo  was  valued  at  a 
million  fterling,  wliich  is  more  tlian  had  ever  been  before  taken 
■  in  one  bottom.  The  lofs  of  fuch  an  inimenfe  treafure  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  war  which  required  the  greateH:  expence,  muft  have 
been  a  heavy  blow  to  the  ambition  of  the  court  of  Madrid. 
The  prize  was  brought  from  Gibraltar  to  England,  and  the  gold 
and  filver  being  conveyed  in  covered  waggons  to  London,  was 
carried  in  proceffioti  to  the  bank,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  who  confidered  this  as  an  aufpicious  omen  of  fuccefs  ii4 
the  war  againft  Spain. 

In  the  beginning  ox  April  captain  Curry  of  the  Afteon,  in 
the  latitude  of  Tobago,  took  a  large  Spanilli  regifler-fhip,  bound 
for  Lagueira,  laden  with  artillery,  flores,  and  ammunition.  In 
September,  a  fleet  of  2C  fail  of  French  merchant-fhips,  richly 
iaden  with  fugar,  coffee,  and  indigo,  took  their  departure  from 
Cape  Francis  for  Europe,  under  convoy  of  four  frigates.  Five 
of  thefe  velTels  were  furprized  and  taken  in  the  night  by  fome 
privateers  of  New  York  and  Jamaica.     Next  day  it  was  their 
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fnisfortaine  to  fall  in  with  commodore  Keppel,  who  made  prize  A,  D, 
of  their  whole  fleet  and  convoy,  which  were  carried  into  the  '762. 
harbour  of  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica. 

Nor  were  the  Britifli  cruizers  lefs  fuccefsful  on  the  coarts  of 
Europe.   In  the  beginning  of  April  captain  Gambler  of  the  Bur- 
ford  arrived  at  Plymouth  with  a  large  Eaft  Indiaman  which 
had  failed  from  the  iile  of  Bourbon  with  a  valuable  cargo,  and 
been  taken  by  one  of  admiral  Pocock's  fquadren  in  the  chops 
of  the  channel.     About  the  end  of  Auguit  captain  liotham  ot 
the  tEoIus  chaced  two  Spanidi  fhips  into  the  bay  of  Aviles,  la 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Pinas;  and  on  the  2d  day  of  hiep- 
tember,  ftanding  into   the  bay,  came  to  an  anchor  in  fuch  a 
fituation  as  to  bring  his  guns  to  bear  not  only  upon  one  of  the 
fliips,  but  alfo  upon  a  fmall  battery  fituatcd  on  an  eminence. 
After  a  ihort  but  warm  conteft  both  the  battery  and  fliip  were 
abandoned  ;  but  before  captain  Hotham  could  take  polTcflioii 
of  his  prize,  fhe  ran  aground,  and  bulging.,  was  bm'ned  by  the 
captors.     On  the  2cth  of  September  he  took  a  velTel  of  confi- 
derable  value  belonging  to  Bourdeaux.     In  the  beginning  of 
November  captain  Ruthven  of  the  Terpiichore  took  a  French 
fhip  of  20  guns  bound  from  Bourdeaux  to  Cape  Francis.     The 
a£tion,  in  which  the  captain  was  wounded,   was  Iharp  and  ob- 
ftinate^     On  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month  the  enemy  loft  th# 
Oifeau,  a  frigate  of  26  guns,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Modene,  who  fell  in    with  captain  Tonyn  of  the   king's  ihip 
the  Brune,  about  f^vcn  leagues  from    Carthagena.     "J  he  en- 
gagement was  maintained  with  great  fpirit  on  both  fides  :  but 
at  length  the  chevalier  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  having  lofi  about 
30  men,  including  all  his  officers,  excepting  three,  v.'ho  witb 
himfelf  were  wounded  in  the  action. 

A  continuation  of -fuccefs  had  infpired  the  Englifh  v/ith  an  cn^^ 
thufiafm  of  valour  as  well  as  of  magnanimity.  Of  the  Hrft  we 
have  an  example  in  an  exploit  of  the  Brilliant  and  Duke  of  York 
privateers-,  and  of  the  latter  in  the  behaviour  of  captain  Clark 
of  the  Sheernefs  frigate,  Thcfe  privateers  entered  a  finall  port 
near  Cape  Finifterre,  defended  by  a  battery  at  the  entrance.  la 
two  hours  time  they  beat  the  Spaniards  from  the  fort,  hoilfeJ 
Enghfli  colours,  and  ipiked  up  the  cannon.  Tliey  might  have 
Jaid  the  town  in  aihes,  but  v/ere  fatisiied  with  burning  two  ihip.^. 
Vol.  ly,  H  h  and 
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A.  D.  and  bringing  off"  four  more  which  were  loaded  with  wine  for 
J  7^?'  the  ufe  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  at  Ferrol.  The  Minerva,  a  French 
frigate,  had,  m  company  with  four  other  (hips  of  war,  given 
chace  to  the  Sheernefs  commanded  by  captain  Clark,  who  took 
refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Villa  Franca,  and  there  anchored,  the 
wind  blowing  frefli.  He  was  immediately  followed  bv  the  cap- 
tain of  the  INIinerva,  who,  actuated  by  an  idle  fpirit  of  vanity 
and  infolence,  refolved  to  lie  between  him  and  the  fhore,  and 
ran  his  fhip  upon  the  rocks  which  bound  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
harbour.  Being  himfelf  ignorant  of  the  art  of  fcamanfliip,  and 
ill  affiiled  by  a  crew  little  acquainted  with  fuch  emergencies, 
his  fliip  was  in  a  ihort  time  dalhed  in  pieces ;  and  2  confiderable 
number  of  his  people  periflied,  notwithftanding  all  the  afliftance 
he  could  receive  from  his  conforts.  On  this  melancholy  occa- 
fion  captain  Clark,  forgetting  they  were  enemies,  and  that  this 
very  calamity  was  occalloned  by  their  refentment  againft  him 
and  his  country,  exerted  himfelf  vigoroufly  for  their  relief.  He 
rould  not  have  done  more  if  his  friends  had  been  in  danger. 
By  this  generous  afTilfance  the  greateft  part  of  the  crew  and  all 
the  officers  were  faved. 

The  fame  firm  and  rcfolute  fpirit,  and  the  fame  enterprizing 
gallantry,  appeared  in  every  branch  of  the  linglilh  marine. 
■Even  the  packets  performed  exploits  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  liiips  of  war  of  any  other  country.  The  Hampden, 
of  eight  carriage  guns  and  30  men,  failing  between  Faro  and 
Gibraltar,  was  attacked  by  1 1  privateers,  which  bore  down  in 
order  of  battle.  The  commodore  was  a  barcolongo  of  eight 
|;uns  and  60  men  ;  the  fecond  was  a  xebeque  of  the  fame  num- 
ber of  guns  and  men  ;  five  of  a  lefTer  fize  followed  a  little  a-ftern; 
other  four  carrying  30  men  each,  with  one  gun  in  the  prow, 
brought  up  the  rear.  The  engagement  began  at  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  in  fight  of  Gibraltar,  and  continued  till  half  paft 
one,  when  tint  mighty  fquadron  were  ordered  by  the  command- 
er in  chief  to  haul  their  wind,  and  to  return  from  whence  they 
came.  The  Hampden  proceeded  to  Gibraltar,  with  her  fails 
and  rigging  greatly  damnged,  but  without  any  other  confiderable 
]i>fs.  The  Harriot  packet,  in  her  pallage  from  New  York  to 
Falmouth,  dilcovered  equal  gallantry,  having  twice  repulfed  a 
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French  privateer  of  more  than  double  her  force.  The  captain  A.  D. 
was  rewarded  with  a  purfe  of  an  hundred  guineas,  and  promo-  17^^* 
ted  to  the  command  of  a  Lifbon  packet. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  every  naval  exploit  of  the  year 
1762,  in.  the  courfe  of  which  our  men  of  war  and  privateers 
fought  and  took  120  confiderable  prizes,  carrying  844  guns 
and  near  6000  men.  Neither  French  nor  Spaniards  had  force 
at  fea  which  was  fit  to  annoy  our  trade  in  any  great  degree,  and 
they  were  deterred  from  rilking  tlieir  lives  and  properties  on 
board  of  privateers,  by  the  rough  treatment  which  thefe  com- 
monly met  with  from  the  Englilh  frigates  or  armed  merchant- 
men. Since  the  Spaniardsj  through  the  ambition  of  the  court, 
had  been  precipitated  into  this  fatal  war,  they  had  loit  12  fliips 
of  the  line  befides  frigates  5  and  the  French  had  been  deprived 
of  a  marine  fufEcient  to  conllitute  the  ftrength  of  a  great 
kingdom.  Their  whole  lofs  amounted  to  18  fliips  of  the  line 
and  36  frigates  taken  ;  fourteen  fliips  of  the  line  and  thirteen 
frigates  deftroyed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  French  took  two 
and  deftroyed  three  Englifli  frigates  ;  and  thirteen  Britilh  fliips 
of  the  line,  with  fourteen  frigates,  were  loft  by  accident.  But 
not  one  capital  Englilh  fhip  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ei^cmy. 

The  profpe£l  of  rich  plunder,  which  always  attends  a  Spanifli 
war,  had  revived  the  fpirit  of  privateerings  after  it  was  in  a 
great  meaiirre  extinguiflied  by  the  repeated  difaliers  of  the 
French,  which  had  left  them  fcarcely  any  thing  more  to  lofe  by 
fea.  Some  attempts  were  made  in  this  way,  which  feem  bold 
and  daring  beyond  the  fpirit  and  abilities  of  private  perions. 
The  expedition  againfl;  Buenos  Ayres  in  particular,  though  ic 
ended  unfortunately  by  a  fatal  accident  againft  v/hich  human 
prudence  is  too  weak  to  provide,  defervesj  on  account  of  the 
boldnefs  and  magnitude  of  the  defignj  to  be  recorded  nniong 
the  memorable  naval  exploits  of  the  year.  It  was  the  lad  adt 
of  hoftility  between  the  Englifli  and  Spaniards,  and  concluded 
in  a  manner  the  mofl:  proper  for  difpoiing  brave  and  generous 
nations  to  a  mutual  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  and  a  <;ncere  defirci 
of  accommodation. 

The  attempt  againft  this  Spanifh  fettlement  was  undertaken 
by  fomc  private  adventurers,  after  we  had  made  ourftlvcs  ma- 
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A.  D.  {^ers  of  the  Havannah,  and  taken  meafures  for  the  conqueft  of 
1762.  the  Philippines.  Government  thought  prober  to  encourage 
their  defign,  not  fo  much  from  any  lucrative  motive  as  on  ac- 
count of  the  fituation  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  of  all  the  Spanifh 
colonies  lies  the  moft  conveniently  for  molefting  the  polTcffions 
of  our  Portuguefe  allies,  and  which,  if  we  fliould  be  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  get  it  into  our  power,  v.'ould  afford  a  ftation  well 
adapted  for  enterprizes  againft  the  trade  and  the  dominions  of 
Spain  in  the  South  Seas.  The  embarkation  was  made  from  the 
Taf^us,  and  confifted  of  the  Lord  Clive  and  Ambufcade  priva- 
teers, the  former  of  which  was  equal  in  force  to  a  fliip  of  50 
guns.  They  were  reinforced  by  a  Portuguefe  frigate,  and  fome 
fmall  armed  vefTels  and  ftore  fhips,  and  had  on  board  500  fol- 
diers,  partly  Englifli,  partly  Portuguefe.  The  expedition  was 
under  the  command  of  captain  Macnamara,  an  adventurer  of 
fpirit  and  experience,  who  had  been  many  years  a  captain  in 
the  Eaft  India  company's  fervice,  and  had  embarked  his  whole 
fortune  in  the  prefent  enterprize. 

The  armament  failed  from  Lifbon  the  30th  of  Auguft,  1 762, 
from  which  place  to  the  mouth  of  the  Plata  the  voyage  proved 
fiivourable.  But  when  they  had  entered  that  vaft  river  the  2d 
of  November^,  difficulties  and  obftru<flions  began  to  encounter 
them  on  every  ilde.  A  violent  gale  of  wind,  attended  with 
thunder  and  lightning,  attacked  them  at  their  entrance.  When 
the  tempeft  ceafed,  they  found  that  the  river  was  flioaly,  and  of 
lb  difhcult  navigation  that  they  mufl:  meet  with  no  fmall  obftruc- 
tions  in  making  their  way  to  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Spaniards 
were  not  here,  as  in  other  places,  unacquainted  with  the  deck- 
ration  of  war.  They  were  well  pr-epared  for  making  a  vigorous 
reliftance,  and  had  begun,  fome  weeks  before,  to  a£l  on  the 
ofFenfive  by  taking  the  Portuguefe  fettlement  of  Nova  Colonia. 
This  unexpected  intelligence  and  the  difficulties  of  the  voyage 
to  Buenos  Ayres  determined  the  adventurers  to  abandon  for 
fome  time  this  firft  defign,  and  to  begin  with  the  recovery  of 
Nova  Color.j  1.  An  Englilh  pilot  who  knew  the  place  and  river, 
and  whom  they  accidently  met  with  on  board  a  Portuguefe 
vefTel,  encouraged  them  to  the  attempt,  undertaking  to  carry  the 

commodorc^s 
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comncioJore's  Hiip  into  the  harbour,  and  within  plftol-fhot  of  A.  D. 
the  enemy's  principal  battery. 

On  the  ift  of  January,  1763,  he  made  good  his  promife.  1763. 
The  Englifh  fliips  arrived  before  Nova  Colonia  in  good  order, 
and  the  men  in  high  fpirits.  They  adorned  their  veiTels  with  all 
the  pomp  and  parade  of  a  naval  triumph.  Their  colours  were 
fully  difplayed  ;  the  foldiers  drefi:  in  new  red  uniforms,  and  dif- 
pofed  upon  the  poop  and  upon  the  tops,  made  a  gallant  appear- 
ance. In  this  manner  they  advanced  to  the  attack  the  6th  of 
January,  with  horns  founding  and  drums  beating,  and  every 
movement  exprefiive  of  hope  and  victory. 

The  Lord  Clive  made  the  fignal  for  engaging,  and  foon  after 
anchored  under  the  eaflmoft  battery  of  the  place,  while  the 
Ambufcade  was  erwpofed  to  a  warm  fire   from  the  middle  and 
well  batteries,  as  well  as  from  two  Spanifli   frigates.     But  the 
plan  of  engagement  was  not  exa6lly  followed  ;  the  Portuguefe 
frigate  on  which  they  had  great  dependence,  having  anchored 
at  fuch  a  diflance  that  none  of  her  (hot  reached  the  fliore.   The 
Spaniards  pointed   their  guns  well,  and  flood   to   them  with 
firmnefs.    But  the  (liips  having  retftified  feveral  miftakes  in  their 
firft  difpofition,  began  a  mofl  fierce  cannonading,  which  lafted 
from  eleven  in  the  forenoon  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  enemy's  fire  began  viiibly  to  abate,  and  their  men  to  retire 
to  the  eaflmolt  battery  as  the  place  of  greateft  fecurity.   Againft 
this  the  fire  of  the  Englifli  was   direfted   v/ith   redoubled  vio- 
lence ;  and  they  had  hopes  every  minute  of  feeing  the  Spanifli 
colours  ftruck.     But  when  they  were  on  the  point  of  attaining 
the  obje£l  of  all  their  defires,  the  commodore's  (hip,  by  fome 
accident  which   has   never  been   accounted  for,   unfortunately 
took  fire.     In  a  moment  flie  was  all  in  a  blaze  ;  and  the  fame 
inftant  difcovered  the  flames  and  the  impoiTibility  of  extinp-uiOi- 
ing  them.  There  was  to  be  feen  a  moft  dreadful  fpccTtacle.  The 
fides  of  the  veiTel  were  immediately  crowded  with  naked  men, 
who  but  a  few  minutes  before  reckoned  themfelves  in  the  afllired 
profpe(Si:  of  wealth  and  conquefi:.     Some  clung  to  the  fails  and 
^'Sg'"S  until  the  violence  of  the  flames  obliged  them  to  forego 
their  hold  ;  others  precipitated  themfelves  into  the  fea ;  manv 
died  by  their  own  harids;  and  fcvcral  of  ftill  more  determined 

courage 
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A.  D.  courage  went  to  the  lower  guns  in  the  inidfl  of  all  this  fcene  of 
17"3'  confufion  and  horror,  and  kept  up  a  conftant  fire  on  the  enemy, 
till  they  were  driven  by  the  flames  to  perilh  in  another  element. 
The  commodore  perlfhed  ;  and  of  340  men,  only  78  elcaped. 

None  of  the  other  veflels  durft  approach  the  Clive  for  fear  of 
Iharing  her  fate.  The  Ambufcade,  which  had  luffered  greatly 
from  the  enemy's  fire,  efcnped  to  the  Portuguefe  fettlement  of 
Kio  de  Janeiro.  Such  of  the  Lord  Clive's  crew  as,  by  uncom- 
mon dexterity  in  iwimming,  reached  the  fhore,  were  humanely 
received  by  the  Spaniards,  whofe  refentment  was  extinguifhed 
in  the  calamity  of  their  enemies.  The  Englifh  came  to  them 
naked ;  they  clothed  them  decently  :  they  were  deftitute  of 
every  neceflary  ;  they  fupplied  abundantly  all  their  wants,  re- 
ceived them  into  their  houfes,  and  treated  them  rather  like 
their  deareft  friends  than  enemies  come  to  expel  them  from 
their  poiTeffions. 

The  war  thus  clofed  with  an  a£lion  the  fittefl  that  can  be 
imagined  to  difpofe  the  minds  of  men  to  humanity,  gentlenefsj 
and  benevolence,  and  to  prepare  them  for  receiving  with  ap- 
probation the  meafure5  which  had  beeu  taken  for  giving  peace* 
to  the  fou'."  quarters  of  the  world. 

1  Concluded  at  Paris  the  loth  of  February,  ^76$.  See  Appendix,  N°.  XIII. 
for  the  articles  of  this  treaty  of  peace. 
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CHAP.      XXIV. 

The   Naval   Hiftory   of   Great    Britain   from   the 
end  of  the  War  in  1763  to  the  year  1779. 

S  the  war  of  1755  had  been  undertaken  in  order  to  a  t-j 
prote6l  the  Britiih  colonies  in  America  againft  the  en-  176^, 
croachments  of  the  French,  fo  the  fecurity  of  thefe 
colonies  feems  to  have  been  the  principal  objsiSl:  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  of  which  the  terms  were,  donbtlefs,  more  advantageous 
to  the  Englifh  fettlements  in  America  than  to  the  illand  of  Great 
Britain.  The  unexampled  fuccefs  of  the  war  enabled  England 
to  di£late  the  conditions  of  peace.  She  had  it  in  her  option  to 
retain  the  Well  India  iflands  of  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  Ma- 
riegalante,  and  Defiderade,  the  polTeflion  of  which  would  have 
brought  the  moft  important  advantages  to  her  commerce,  or  by 
ceding  thefe  iflands,  to  fccure  the  American  fettlements  on  the 
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A.  D.  north  by  the  acquifition  of  Canada.  She  preferred  the  interefl: 
17^3*  of  her  colonies.  It  was  no  lefs  in  her  power  to  retain  the  im- 
portant conquefts  flis  had  made  from  Spain,  as  to  obtain  an 
equivalent  for  thefe  conquelts  by  ftipulating  fuch  commercial 
advantages  as  would  have  added  immcnfe  wealth  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  to  defend  her  American  colonies  in  the  fouth  by  acqui- 
ring tht  forts  of  St.  Auguftine  and  Pcnfacola,  and  the  extenfive 
country  of  Florida.  In  this  inllance,  ah'b,  the  intereft  of  Ame- 
rica prevailed.  The  colonies  were  fecured  from  every  hoftile 
attack,  and,  at  the  price  of  Britifh  blood  and  treafure  and  every 
national  advantage,  were  placed  in  fuch  afituation  as  no  longer 
required  the  protediion  of  Great  Britain.  From  that  moment 
they  may  be  faid  to  have  obtained  independence,  when  their 
condition  enabled  them  to  affume  it. 

It  has  long  been  obferved,  that  England  generally  lofes  by 
negociation  the  advantages  which  fi;e  has  acquired  by  force  of 
arms.  If  this  obfervation  be  well  founded,  the  circumftance, 
perhaps,  does  not  fo  much  arife  from  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  her 
minifters  as  from  the  nature  of  the  EngliHi  conftitution.  In  a 
free  country  there  are  a  great  many  little  interefls,  all  of  which 
niufl;  be  confidered  by  a  miniRer,  and  fome  of  which  may  be 
.  allowed,  at  certain  times,  in  confequence  of  a  particular  combi- 
nation of  circumftances,  to  prevail  over  the  general  interefi:  of 
the  community-  At  the  time  that  the  public  attention  was  em- 
ployed in  conlidering  the  propofed  terms  of  peace,  the  condudl 
of  the  Weft  India  intereft  in  parliam.ent  was  extremely  remark- 
able. The  popular  lord-mayor  of  London  afTumed  the  lead 
among  thofe  colonifts,  who  compofed  a  powerful  and  complete 
body  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Thefe  gentlemen,  while  the 
peace  was  in  agitation,  fpared  neither  pains  nor  expence  to  per- 
fuade  the  Englilh  nation,  that  it  was  far  more  eligible  to  retaia 
Canada  than  the  Weft  India  iflands.  The  reafon  for  their  be- 
ing fo  anxious  to  foread  this  opinion,  was,  becaufe  the  poflelFion 
of  the  French  Wed  Indies  would  have  annihilated  their  own 
importance;  whereas  the  poiTcdion  of  Canada  could  not  de- 
tract any  thing  from  the  value  of  Jamaica,  Antigua,  and  the 
other  iflands,  in  which  their  property  confil'ied.  It  h  faid  that 
the  late  minifler  had,   againft  his  own  fentiments,  purchafed 
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their  friendfliip  by  complying  with  their  defires  in  this  particular;  A.  D. 
and  their  clamorous  efforts  to  render  their  own  voice  that  of  the  17^3' 
public,  had,  doubtlefs,  a  coniiderable  influence  with  the  mini- 
flers  who  negociated  the  peace.  But  this  was  not  all.  The 
Englifh  had  not  yet  learned  to  feparate  their  own  interefts  froin 
thofe  of  America  ;  and  thofe  who  then  held  the  hehii  of  affairs 
were  foolifhly  dazzled  with  the  notion  of  acquiring  an  extenfive 
and  undifturbed  empire  acrofs  the  Atlantic.  When  the  V/efl: 
India  patriots  obferved  them  determined  in  this  defign,  and  that 
the  retaining  Canada  and  the  ceffion  of  the  iflands  was  a 
point  irrevocable  in  the  negociationj  they  joined  heartily  in  op- 
poling  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  peace.  The  odium  of  this  mea- 
fure  was  thrown  entirely  on  admitiiftration  •,  but  the  clamour  of 
pretended  patriots  and  the  ambition  of  courtiers  had  united  in 
bringing  about  an  event  which  has  been  one  confiderable  fource 
of  the  fubfequent  calamities  which  have  befallen  Great  Britain, 

The  parliament  which  met  in  the  year  1763  approved  of  the 
peace,  and  voted  16,000  men  to  be  employed  for  the  fea  fervlce 
for  1764,  including  4287  marines.  The  king  in  his  fpeech  had 
recommended  keeping  the  fleet  on  a  refpe£table  footing ;  the 
ordinary  of  the  navy  amounted  to  368,598!.  and  200jOooL 
ivas  voted  towards  the  building  and  repairs  of  his  majerty's  Ihips 
for  1764.  Nothing  could  be  more  proper  than  thele  prepara- 
tions, which  ihfiired  the  performance  of  the  articles  of  the  ge- 
neral peace  on  the  part  of  France  and  Spain  ;  all  of  which,  ex- 
cepting the  liquidation  of  the  Canada  bills,  and  the  Manilla  ran- 
fom,  were  fulfilled  with  great  punftuality. 

Notvvithflanding  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
hifli  courts,  fome  occurrences  unavoidably  happened  in  diftant: 
parts  which  were  employed  as  arguments  by  the  oppofers  of  the 
peace  for  again  embroiling  Great  Britain  with  both  thefe  king- 
doms. The  firft  event  of  this  kind  was  a  mifunrlerfcanding  be- 
tween the  Englifh  and  French  commanders  in  America.  This 
afforded  matter  for  popular  declamation ;  but  when  the  fa(5ts 
were  fully  explained,  it  appeared  that  the  differences  had  intire- 
ly  arifen  from  the  commander  of  an  Engliili  frigate  having,  pur- 
fuant  to  his  orders  from  England,  obliged  a  French  (hip  to  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  navigation  pfefcribed  by  treaty.  This  mar- 

VoL.  IV.  I  1  tr.v 


=5*  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

A.  D.  ter  was  hardly  explained  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  the  public,  wheJT 
'7"3*a  floop  of  war  arrived  at  Portfmouth  from  Newfoundland, 
which  reprefented  the  French  fleet  on  that  coaft  as  extremely 
formidable.  It  was  aiTerted  that  the  French,  in  dire6t  oppofition 
to  the  treaty  of  peace,  intended  to  fortify  St.  Peter's,  and  that 
the  Britiih  fquadron  in  thofe  parts  commanded  by  Mr.  Palifer, 
was  by  no  means  in  a  condition  to  prevent  this  meafure.  Upon 
this  intelligence,  the  pxrty  in  oppofition  pronounced  a  French- 
war  to  be  unavoidable,  unlefs  we  were  difpofed  to  facrifice  all 
our  late  conquefts.  Meanwhile  Mr.  PaUfer  difpatched  a  floop 
to  the  French  governor  at  St.  Peter's  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  reports  which  prevailed,  and  to  know  if  he  had  mounted' 
cannon  and  ere^led  works  on  that  ifland.  The  governor  an- 
fwered  by  afllirances  that  there  was  no  more  than  one  four- 
pounder  mounted,  without  a  plat-form,  and  with  no  other  in- 
tention, than  to  make  lignals,  and  to  anfvver  thofe  which  were 
made  by  the  flfiiermeri ;  that  the  guard  had  never  exceeded  50 
rfien ;  and  that  no  works  or  buildings  whatever  had  been  ered- 
Cd  contrary  to  the  treaty.  The  fuipicions  had  arifen  from  the 
equivoeal  condu6l  of  a  captain  of  a  French  fliip  of  5c  guns, 
which,  as  it  appeared  by"  rhe  commodore's  letters,  was  the  only 
large  velicl  the  French  had  in  thofe  parts.  This  fliip,  with  one 
frigate  of  i6  guns,  and  another  of  inferior  force,  formed  their 
whole  ftrength,  and  Mr.  Pahfer  was  aflured  that  none  of  thofe 
veiTcls  had  ever  attempted,  or  would  ever  attempt  to  enter  intO' 
any  of  the  harbours  on  the  coafl:  of  Newfoundland. 

The  clamour  which  was  excited  by  the  conduct  of  a  French" 
fquadron  at  Turk's  ifland,  was  fuppcrted  on  a  better  foundation; 
This  place  is  the  moll:  confiderable  of  a  number  of  fmall  iflands- 
which  go  under  the  fame  name  on  the  coall  of  Spanifli  Hifpa- 
niola.  It  is  only  four  miles  in  length,  has  not  any  good  har- 
bour, and  is  fo  barren  and  uncomfortable  a  fpot  that  it  Is  im- 
pofTible  for  any  fettlemcnt  to  fubfifl  upon  it.  But  as  the  coafi: 
abounds  with  various  kinds  of  fifli,  efpecially  turtle,  and  affords 
gieat  quantities  of  fait,  the  Bermudians  and  other  Britifli 
iubjccls  reforted  thither  in  order  to  fifli,  and  to  gather  fait 
in  the  dry  fcafon.  Two  hundi-ed  of  them  were  employed  in 
•this  manner  in  the  month  of  June,  when  a  French  fliip  of  74 
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•runs,  with  a  fnow,  floop,  and  xcbeque,  arrived  from  Gape  A.  D. 
T'ran9ois.  Having  landed  on  Turk's  ifland,  they  laid  hold  of  the  -^  7*^3' 
£nglifti,  plundered  and  burnt  their  cabins,  detained  their  perfons 
for  feme  days  as  prifoners,  and  when  difmiiTed,  ordered  them 
never  to  return  into  thofe  parts.  Mr.  Lyttekon  the  governor  of 
Jamaica  was  no  fooner  informed  of  thofe  hollilities  than  he  Tent 
notice  of  them  to  the  miniflry,  who  gave  fuch  inftriK^ions  as  tlie 
occafion  required  to  lord  Hertford,  then  ambaflador  in  France. 
Meanwhile  an  account  of  the  whole  tranfaction  was  laid  before 
the  public;  and  it  was  generally  thought  that  the  French  intend- 
ed to  attempt  a  lettlement  on  Turk's  ifland.  The  oppolitlon  re- 
prefented  the  attack  upon  the  Englifli  falt-gatherers  as  a  preme- 
ditated plan  of  tlie  French  politics,  which  was  to  be  executed 
by  the  treacherous  d'Eflaign  then  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  for 
•expelling  the  Britifh  fubje£ts  not  only  from  tbefe  wretched 
iflands  but  from  all  their  other  pofTeilions  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
They  infilled  that  the  pad  hoflilities  and  prefent  intentions  of  the 
French  were  a  juftifiable  ground  for  a  new  war.  But 'this  cla- 
mour was  effe6lually  filenced  by  the  declaration  of  the  French 
court  in  anfwer  to  the  demands  of  the  Britifh  ambaflador.  It 
difavowed  the  pr-oceedings  of  the  French  fubjecls  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  difclaimed  all  intention  of  acquiring  or  conquering  Turk's 
ifland,  ordered  the  count  d'Eflaign  to  caufe  thefe  iflands  to  be 
immediately  abandoned.,  and  every  thing  therein  to  be  reflored 
to  the  condition  rn  which  it  was  before  the  late  violent  proceed- 
ings. Full  reparation  alfo  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  Britiih 
fabje<ns  for  the  lofs  of  their  property  and  other  injuries,  accord- 
ing to  an  eftimation  to  be  immediatelj  fettled  by  the  governors 
of  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo. 

The  ufual  remiflhei^s  of  the  court  of  Spain  in  giving  inflruc- 
•tions  to  their  governors  in  diftant  parts,  concerning  the  obferva- 
tion  of  treaties  negociated  in  Europe,  had  aimofi:  occafioned  a 
rupture  betwixt  England  and  that  kingdom,  which,  however, 
terminated  in  a  manner  equally  honourable  for  Great  Britain. 
■On  the  22d  of  February  1764,  an  order  came  from  don  Jofeph  1764. 
l\of^ido,  governor  of  Baccabar,  commanding  the  Englifh  fettlers 
in  the  bay  of  Honduras  to  retire  from  every  other  place,  and  to 
confine  themfelyes  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Balis.  The  Englifh 
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A.  D.  in  tliofe  parts  are  under  the  protection  of  tiie  governor  of  Ja- 
^7"4'  maica,  to  whom  they  formed  a  petition,  fetting  forth,  "  TliaC 
*'  the  Spanifli  orders  had  occafioned  a  total  ftagnation  of  bufi- 
*^  nefs  ;  that  the  commanders  of  (liips  who  had  hitherto  fupphed 
**  the  petitioners  with  provifions,  feeing  no  probability  of  being 
*'  paid  for  what  they  had  already  furnifhed,  declined  being 
*'  longer  concerned  in  that  commerce;  and  that  having  no 
*<  plantations  of  their  own,  and  being  cut  off  from  the  only 
*'  fupply  in  which  they  could  confide,  they  faw  no  pofiible 
*'  means  of  preferving  themfelves  and  their  families  from  fa- 
«*  mine."  In  confequence  of  this  petition  governor  Lyttelton 
fent  an  agent  from  Jamaica  to  inquire  into  the  true  ftate  of  the 
grievances  complained  of,  and  to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  re- 
drefs  them.  Upon  inquiry  it  was  found,  that  the  order  of  the 
bpanilh  governor  of  Baccabar  was  in  confequence  of  a  letter  of 
the  29th  of  December,  1763,  written  by  Mr.  d'Eftines,  captain- 
general  of  Jucatan,  who  had  arrived  at  Campeachy  on  the  yth 
of  the  fame  month.  This  letter  injoined  the  neceffity  of  confi- 
ning the  logwood  cutters  to  particular  diflrifts,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  iSpaniards  from  being  impofed  on  by  pretenders  to  the 
rights  of  jBritifh  fubje^ls.  Accordingly  the  Englifii  were  limited 
to  20  leagues  up  the  fouth  fide  of  the  new  river;  in  the  river 
Balis,  and  four  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  its  mouth,  they 
were  not  to  be  interrupted  ;  but  if  difcovered  beyond  thefe  li- 
inits,  t'.^.eir  negroes  were  feized,  their  property  confifcated,  and 
their  ov.'n  perfons  arrefted. 

While  proper  meafures  were  ufed  in  America  for  removing 
thefe  grievances,  and  for  keeping  the  Spaniards  to  the  T7th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty,  which  afcertained  the  right  of  the  Englifii  to 
cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,  the  earl  of  Pvochford, 
then  ambaffador  at  Madrid,  had  inftructions  to  complain  of  the 
conducl  of  Mr.  d'Eftines.  To  his  memorial,  which  was  di6la- 
tw.l  in  the  moft  fpirited  terms,  the  Spanifh  minifter  repTied, 
*'  Thnt  he  had  no  advices  from  that  governor  relative  to  the 
*'  fubjecl  of  the  complaint ;  but  that  it  was  certainly  his  Catho- 
"  lie  inajefly's  intention  to  abide  by  the  17th  article  of  the  lall 
'•*  treacy  of  peace ;  that  he  had  already  given  pofitive  orders  to 
*•  hio  governor  of  Jucatan  for  that  purpofe ;  that  thefe  ordei^ 
'■     -•   '  ««  fliould 
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?<  ftiould  be  renewed,  and  the  Engiifli  no  longer  interrupted  in  A.  D. 
*<  cutting  logwood  in  the  flipulated  places."  ^764, 

This  anfwer,  though  in  appearance  fufficientl}-  explicit,  did 
not  fatisfy  the  antiminifterial  party  in  Great  Britain.  They  af- 
firmed that  the  reply  of  his  Catholic  majefty's  minifter  was  difin^ 
genuous,  becaufe  it  ftipuiated  no  fatisfa(51ion  to  the  fufferers, 
nor  any  punifliment  on  the  offending  party;  and  they  called  out 
for  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  againfl:  Spain.  Partly,  per- 
haps, in  order  to  quiet  the  violence  of  their  clamours,  the  earl 
of  Rochford  was  ordered  to  make  frefh  remonftrances.  Thefe 
occafioned  the  fending  of  new  orders  to  the  governor  of  Juca- 
tan,  in  which  his  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  Britifh  fubje£ls 
in  the  bay  of  Honduras  are  difapproved  by  his  Catholic  maje- 
fly  ;  he  is  commanded  to  repair  their  injuries,  to  give  them  no 
difquiet  in  future  under  any  pretence  whatever;  it  being  the  de- 
fire  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  preferve  peace  \vith  Great  Britain, 
and  to  give  the  greateft  proofs  of  his  friendfiiip  to  the  Britilh 
nation. 

The  pacific  intentions  of  France  and  Spain,  which  had  been 
fufilciently  difcovered  in  every  tranfaftion  fince  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  known  flrength  of  the 
Britifh  navy  in  thofe  parts  where  the  natural  enemies  of  this 
kingdom  are  moil:  vulnerable.  The  American  feas  were  cover- 
ed with  Englifh  fliips  of  war,  which  in  a  great  meafure  inter- 
rupted the  illicit  commerce  between  the  Britiih  colonies  and  the 
French  and  Spanifli  Settlements.  This  occafioned  aiie^ling  repre- 
lentations  to  be  fent  from  gcrofs  the  Atlantic.  The  colonills  com- 
plained that  all  the  Britifli  fhips  of  war  were  now  converted  into 
guarda-coftas,  and  their  commanders  into  fo  many  cuftom-houfe 
officers,  who  feized  every  foreign  fliip  carrying  gold  and  filver 
to  be  exchanged  for  Britiih  commodities  ;  and  they  affcrted  that, 
if  this  refource  by  which  they  were  fupplied  with  fpecie  from 
France  and  Spain  was  cut  off,  it  would  be  ImpofTible  for  them 
to  make  their  remittances  to  England. 

The  univerfality  of  thefe  complaints  engaged  the  miniflry  to 
mitigate  the  rigour  of  the  orders  which  they  had  fent  out  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace  to  the  Wefl  India  governors,  and 
commanders  of  fliipsj  for  annoying  the  contraband  trade  of  the 

colonies 
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A.  D.  colonies  with  France  and  Spain,  The  navy  of  Great  Britain 
J  764.  was  thus  delivered  from  a  fervice,  which  was  in  fome  meafure 
unworthy  of  that  dignity  and  fplendour  by  which  it  had  been 
diftinguifhed  ;  and  a  few  veflels  were  henceforth  employed  in  an 
undertaking  which  was  more  fuitable  to  the  naval  greatnefs  of 
this  ifland. 

It  had  long  been  a  queftion  with  the  learned,  whether  the 
unexplored  part  of  the  (outhern  hemifphere  contained  another 
continent,  or  whether  fo  great  a  part  of  the  globe  exhibited  only 
an  immenfe  expanfe  of  water.  The  former  opinion  feemed  to 
be  rendered  probable  by  analogical  reafoning  concerning  the 
geography  of  the  earth,  and  received  fome  additional  flrength 
from  the  various  difcoveries  of  new  lands  in  thofe  remote  parts, 
by  the  feveral  commercial  powers  who  held  pofTefTions  in  Ame- 
rica. The  Englidi,  Portuguefe,  Dutch,  and  French  navigators 
bad  diftinguiflied  themfelves,  for  above  two  centuries,  in  this 
jmmenfe  field  of  enterprize  ;  and,  althoiigh  they  failed  in  nil 
(heir  attempts  to  determine  the  main  queftion,  they  met  with 
fuch  a  variety  of  new  objects  as  gave  rife  to  other  queRions, 
and  excited  frefh  curiofity.  Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefty  to  the  throne,  a  defign  was  formed  of  fending  out 
velTels  for  examining  with  particular  attention  the  wonders  of 
the  fouthcrn  hemifphere,  and  for  ponfirming  what  was  true  and 
detedling  what  was  falfe  in  the  various  and  contradi(ftory  ac- 
counts of  former  navigators.  In  the  year  1764,  the  kingdom 
being  then  in  a  flare  of  profound  peace,  the  Dolphin  and  the 
Tamer,  the  former  a  fiiip  of  war  of  the  fixth  rate,  and  the  lat- 
ter a  Hoop  mounting  fixteen  guns,  were  difpatched  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  under  the  command  of  comrnodore  Byron,  whofe  inftruc- 
tions,  dated  the  i  7th  of  June  in  that  year,  explain  the  nature  and 
obje£l:  of  the  expedition.  "  Whereas  nothing  can  redound 
*'  more  to  the  honour  of  this  nation  as  a  maritime  power,  to 
^'  the  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  ad- 
**  vancement  of  the  trade  and  navigation  thereof,  than  to  make 
*'  difcoveries  of  countries  hitherto  unknown  ;  and  whereas  there 
«^*  is  reafon  to  believe  that  lands  and  iilands  of  great  extent, 
**  hitherto  unvifited  by  any  European  power,  may  be  found  in 
M  the  Atlantic  ocean,  between  the  Cape  cf  Good  Hope  and 
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<•'  the  Magellanic  Straits,  within  the  latitude  convenient  forna-  A.  D. 
<«  vigation,  and  in  climates  adapted  to  the  produce  of  comnno-  1764. 
<»  dities  ufeful  in  commerce  ;  and  whereas  his  majefty's  ifiands 
"  called  Pepy's  ifland  and  Falkland  illands,  lying  within  the 
<«  faid  track,  notwithftanding  their  having  been  firft  difcovered 
«'  and  vifited  by  Britifli  navigators,  have  never  yet  been  fo  fuf- 
*'  ficiently  furveyed,  as  that  an  accurate  judgment  may  be  form* 
**  ed  of  their  coafts  and  produd,  his  majefty  taking  the  premi- 
**  fes  into  confideration,  and  conceiving  no  conjuncflure  fo  proper 
<*  for  an  enrerprize  of  this  nature  as  a  time- of  profound  peace,) 
<«  which  his  kingdoms  at  prefent  happily  enjoy,  has  thought  fit 
*'  that  it  fliould  now  be  undertaken."  Captain  Byron,  purfuant 
to  thefe  inftruf^ion?,  failed  from  the  Downs  on  the  21ft  of 
June  i  and  having  vifited  the  Falkland  ifiands,  paflTed  through 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  he  difco- 
Tered  the  ifiands  of  Difappointment,  George,  Prince  of  Walesj 
Danger,  York  ifland,  and  Byron  ifland.  He  returned  t6  Eng- 
land in  the  month  of  May  in  the  year  i  766-^having  determined 
in  the  courfe  of  this  loj^g  navigation  many  doubtful  points,  the 
refult  of  whicli  is  highly  interefting  to  the  public,  and  may  be 
6f  great  impoi'tance  to  future  navigators. 

Commodore  Byron  came  in  fight  of  Cape  Frio  on  the  coaft' 
of  Brazil  on  tlie  i  ith  of  September,  and  anchored  the  day  fol- 
lowing in  the  great  road  of  Rio  dc  Janeiro.  Tiiis  city  is  governed 
by  the  viceroy  of  Brazil,  who  received  the  Englifli  officers  witlt 
a  ceremonions  polittrnefs.  The  people  aboard  the  commodore's 
fhip,  having  been  fupplied  with  frefli  provifions  and  greens  every 
day,  were  very  healthy;  but  there  being  many  fick  aboard  the 
Tamer,  a  place  was  appointed  for  them  on  fliore,  where  they 
foon  recovered.  On  the  i6tli'of  O£lober  both  fhips  weighed 
anchor;  and  the  crews  were  impatient  to  get  to  fea,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  excefTive  heats  which  prevail  oil  that  coafi:.  They 
were  obliged,  however,  to  remain  five  days  above  the  bary 
waiting  for  the  land  breeze;  nor  was  it  without  much  difSculty 
they  got  out  at  laft,  on  account  of  the  narrownefs  of  the  en- 
trance between  the  two  firfb  forts,  which  renders  the  pafTage  fo 
dangerous  that  the  fhips  mufl  have  been  loft,  had  they  followed 
the  advke  of  the  Portuguefe  pilot.    During  the  delay  at  Rio  de 
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A.  D.  Janeiro  feveral  Englifli  failors  were  decoyed  by  the  Purtugucft 

17^4-  to  leave  their  refpe£tive  iliips.     This  is  a  common  practice  oh 

the  coaft  of  Brazil,  efpecially  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  the  Por- 

tuguefe,  carrying  on  a  great  trade,  fpare  no  pains,  nor  labour, 

nor  deceit  to  entice  foreign  feamen  to  enter  into  their  fervice. 

The  commodore,  having  loft  fight  of  the  coaft  of  Brazil  oft 
the  22d  of  0£lober,  called  all  hands  upon  deck,  and  informed 
them  that  he  was  not,  as  they  imagined,  bound  immediately  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  but  upon  certain  difcoveries,  which  it  was 
thought  might  be  of  great  importance  to  our  country,  in  confi- 
deration  of  which  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty  had 
been  pleafed  to  promife  them  double  pay,  and  feveral  other  ad-- 
vantages,  if  during  the  voyage  they  fhould  behave  themfelveS 
to  his  fatisfaclion.  They  all  exprelTed  the  greatefl:  joy  upon  the 
cccafion  ;  affured  him  they  would  undergo  with  chearfulnefs 
every  difhculty  and  danger  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and 
obey  his  orders  with  the  utmoft  zeal.  The  Commodore  conti- 
nued to  fleer  his  courfj  towards  the  fouth  ;  and  on  the  iith 
November  found  himfclf  in  the  latitude,  42  degrees  34  minutes 
fouth;  longitude,  58  degrees  17  minutes  weft.  While  he  was 
in  the  latitude  of  35  degrees  50  minutes,  he  found  the  weathef 
as  cold  as  it  is  in  the  fame  feafon  in  England,  although  the 
month  of  November  is  a  fpring  month  in  the  fouthern  hemi- 
fphere,  anfwering  to  the  montii  of  May  in  Europe;  and  they  were 
20  degrees  nearer  the  line  than  we  are  in  Britain ;  fo  much 
colder  is  it  towards  the  fouthern  regions  of  the  earth.  The 
people  on  the  forecaftle  were  frequently  deceived  ■ftnth  the  ap- 
pearance of  land.  On  the  12th  November  they  called  out  at 
once,  "  Land  right  a-head."  The  commodore  looked  forward 
under  the  fore-fail,  and  faw  v/hat  at  firft  appeared  to  be  ah 
ifland,  riling  in  two  rude  craggy  hills.  He  fent  ofGcefs  to  the 
maft-hcad  who  called  out  that  they  faw  land  a  great  way  to  the 
windward.  As  they  continued  their  navigation,  the  land  ftill 
kept  the  fame  appearance,  and  the  hills  looked  blue,  as  they 
generally  do  at  a  diftance.  Many  of  the  feamen  faid  they  fnvr 
the  fca  break  upon  the  fandy  beaches  ;  but  having  fteered  for 
above  an  hour,  what  they  had  taken  for  land  vanifhed  at  once, 
and,  to  their  great  aftonifliment,  appeared  to  have  been  a  fog 

bank. 
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binlc.  After  this  extraordinary  difappo'ntment  the  commodore  A.  D. 
fliaped  his  courfe  for  Cape  Blanco,  which  he  difcoveredon  the  1764. 
,17th,  but  after  two  days  failing  was  ftill  at  a  lofs  for  Port  De- 
Cre,  no  defcription  being  more  confufed  than  that  which  Sir 
John  Narborough  had  given  of  that  harbour.  On  the  20th  he 
difcovered  an  ifland,  which  correfponded  with  Nnrborough's 
defcription  of  Penguin  ifland  ;  and  in  the  evening  faw  a  remark- 
able rock,  riling  from  the  water's  edge  like  a  fteeple,  on  the 
*  fouth  fide  of  the  entrance  of  Port  Delire.  This  rock  is  an  e:<- 
cellent  land  mark  for  the  harbour,  which  is  othcrwife  very  dif^ 
ficult  to  find.  During  his  ftay  at  this  place,  v.'hich  was  till  the 
.5th  of  December,  the  commodore  ordered  every  part  of  it  to 
be  founded,  and  found  that  there  is  no  danger  but  v/hat  may  be 
feen  at  low  water.  He  difcovered  feveral  wells  of  frefli  water 
at  a  fmall  diitance  from  the  beach,  and  found  great  quantitie;s 
of  guanicoes  and  wild  fowl.  Here  is  alfo  fuch  plenty  of  excel- 
lent mufcles,  that  a  boat  may  be  loaded  with  tliem  every  trip 
at  low  water ;  and  in  fome  parts  of  the  coaft  there  are  buflies 
which  might  produce  a  tolerable  fupply  of  fuel.  On  the  wholej> 
Port  Defire  would  be  a  very  convenient  place  for  fliips  to  touch 
at,  if  it  were  not  for  the  rapidity  of  the  current. 

Having  unmoored  on  the  5th  December,  they  proceeded  Ini 
fearch  of  Pepy's  ifland,  which  is  faid  in  Cowley's  voyage  to  Iv 
jn  47  degrees  fouth  latitude.  But  they  fought  for  it  during  fe- 
veral days  in  vain,  and  were  at  length  obliged  by  .hard  weather 
to  fleer  for  the  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  the  north  entrance  of  the 
Streights  of  Magellan.  On  the  20th  they  ran  clofe  in  fliore  to 
this  cape,  there  being  a  long  fpit  of  fand  running  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  In  the  evening  they  brought  up  clofe  to  this  fpit  of  fand, 
having  feen  many  guanicoes  feeding  in  the  valh'e?,  arid  a  £7reac 
fmoke  all  the  afternoon.  At  this  place  the  Dolphin  anchored  ; 
but  the  Tamer,  not  being  able  to  fetch  tlie  anchoring  ground, 
kept  under  way  all  night.  However,  both  veftcls  anchored  next 
morning  two  miles  from  the  fliore.  This  was  the  coalf  of  Pa- 
tagonia, v.'hich,  according  to  very  early  accounts  was  fiid  to  be 
inhabited  by  a  race  of  giants  ;  but  the  veratity  of  thcfe  ac- 
counts had  become  doubtful,  from  the  confradicftory  aflvrtion^ 
of  many  liter  navigators  who  had'been  on  that  coaft,  and  had 
Vol.  IV.  K  k  never 
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A.  Do  never  met  with  any  men  of  an  extraordinary  ftature.  This  cir- 
17^4*  cumftance  naturally  engaged  the  commodore's  attention.  When 
his  fhip,  therefore,  had  come  to  an  anchor,  he  faw  exa£tly 
what  had  happened  to  the  crew  of  the  Wager,  as  mentioned  in 
the  account  written  by  Mr.  Bulkeley  of  her  voyage.  A  great 
number  of  horfemen  rode  backwards  and  forwards  directly 
abreafl  of  the  fiiip,  waving  in  their, hands  fomething  white  as  an 
invitation  for  thern  to  come  on  fliore.  The  commodore,  being 
extremely  defirous  to  know  what  thefe  people  were,  ordered 
out  his  twelve-oared  boat,  and  went  towards  the  beach  with 
Mr.  Marfhal  his  fecond  lieutenant,  and  a  party  of  men  well 
armed,  Mr.  Gumming  his  firft  lieutenant  following  in  the  fix- 
oared  cutter.  When  they  came  within  a  fliort  diftance  of  the 
iliore,  they  faw  above  500  people,  fome  on  foot,  but  the  great- 
er part  on  horfebacky  who  continued  waving  and  hallooing^ 
as  invitations  to  land.  They  appeared  to  be  entirely  unarmed  ; 
but  the  commodore  made  figns  to  them  to  remove  to  a  little 
didance,.  with  which  they  immediately  complied.  The  EngliQi- 
then  landed,  and  were  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  where  the  com- 
modore ordered  them  to  continue,  while  he  alone  went  forward 
towards  the  Indians,  who  retired  as  he  approached,  He  there- 
fore again  made  fignals  that  one  of  them  lliould  come  near, 
which  one  of  them  who  appeared  to  be  a  chief  immediately  com- 
plied with.  He  was  of  a  gigantic  ftature,  and  feemed  to  realize 
in  part  the  talcs  of  Polyphemus  of  old.  He  had  the  fl^in  of  a 
wild  beaft  thrown  over  his  llioulders,  and  his  face  was  painted  fo 
as  to  make  a  moft  hideous  appearance.  The  commodore  did  noC 
n:ieafure  him,  but  fuppofes  hisheight  to  have  been  about  kven 
feet.  With  this  frightful  ColoiTus  he  marched  forward  to  join- 
the  reft,  who  ftill  continued  at  a  diftance,  as  they  had  been  de- 
fired.  Mr.  Byron  made  figns  for  them  to  fit  down,  which  they 
readily-  obeyed.  There  were  among  them  feveral  women  pro- 
portionably  large,  and  few  of  the  men  feemed  lefs  than  the  chief 
who  had  firft  come  forward.  They  received  with  much  plea- 
fure  the  triiikets  which  were  diftributed  among  them,  and  be- 
haved in  a  m.oft  regular  and  orderly  manner,  no  one  teftifyinq 
the  leaft  impatience  or  difplcafure,  that  his  neighbour  was  ferved' 
before  him,  or  that  his  preicnt  was  better  than  his  own.    They 

made 
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made  figns  for  the  commodore  to  go  along  with  them,  and  of-  A.  D. 
fered  him  one  of  their  horfesj  but  he  made  them  underlland  I7'^4* 
tliat  he  muft  return  to  his  fliip,  at  which  they  exprefled  great 
concern.  During  the  pantomimical  conference,  an  old  man  of- 
ten laid  his  head  down  upon  the  flones,  and  Ihutiing  his  eyes 
for  about  half  a  minute,  firft  pointed  to  his  mouth,  and  after- 
wards to  the  hills,  meaning  probably,  that  if  the  fLrangers  could 
ftay  all  night,  he  would  bring -them  fome  provifions.  Thefe  peo- 
ple are  not  only  tall,  but  well  proportioned  :  except  the  fkins 
which  they  wore  with  the  hair  inwards,  molt  of  them  were  na- 
ked, a  few  only  having  o-n  their  legs  a  kind  of  boot,  with  a  fiiort 
pointed  fticlc  faftened  to  each  heel,  which  ferved  as  a  fpur. 
When  the  commodore,  and  feme  of  his  people  who  had  by 
this  time  come  up,  thought  proper  to  leave  them,  not  one  of 
them  offered  to  follow,  but  continued  to  remain  in  the  fame 
pofuion  in  which  they  had  been  placed.  They  had  a  great 
number  of  dogs,  with  which  they  probably  hunt  the  wild  ani- 
mals which  ferve  them  far  food.  Their  horfcs  were  not  large, 
nor  in  good  cafe,  yet  they  appeared  to  be  nimble  and  well  bro- 
ken. The  bridle  was  a  leathern  thong,  with  a  fmall  piece  of 
wood  that  ferved  for  a  bit,  and  the  faddles  refenible  the  pads, 
which  are  ufed  among  the  country  people  in  England.  The 
women  rode  ailride,  and  both  men  and  women  without  flir- 
rups  ;  yet  they  galloped  fearlefsly  over  the  fpit  upon  which  the 
Englifli  landed,  the  Hones  of  which  were  large,  loofe  and  flip*. 
pery. 

Mr.  Byron,  having  quitted  this  part  of  the  coafr,  and  being 
in  latitude  51  degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  63  degrees  22  mi- 
nutes weft,  obferved  on  the  i-<]th  of  January  a  low  flat  ifland, 
full  of  high  tufts  of  grafs  refembiing  bulhes.  He  continued 
his  courfe  along  the  Ihore  of  this  ifland  about  fi.'i  leagues,  and 
then  faw  another  ifland  low  and  rocky.  On  the  former  he 
difcovered  one  of  the  flncft  harbours  in  the  world,  which  he 
named  Port  Egm.ont  in  honour  of  the  earl,  who  prefided  at 
the  board  of  admiralty.  The  mouth  of  this  harbour  is  fouth- 
eaft,  diflant  feven  miles  from  the  rocky  ifland,  which  is  a  good 
mark  to  know  it  by.  In  every  part  of  Port  Egmont,  where 
the  whole  navy  of  England  might  ride  in  peifeCt  lafety,  there 
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A.  D.  13  grest  plenty  of  frefii  water  j  and  gcefe,  ducks,  fnipes  an4 
*.  7^4*  other  birds  are  fo  numerous,  that  the  iLip's  company  grew  tired 
of  them.  Here  are  wild  celery  and  wood  ibrrei  in  the  greateft 
abundance,  befides  many  other  refrcfliments  which  arc  in  th? 
highell  degree  falutary  to  thofe  who  have  contradted  fcoibutic 
diforders  during  a  long  voyage,  is'or  is  there  any  want  of  muf- 
cles,  clams,  cockles  and  limpets  ;  the  feals  and  penguins  are 
innumerable,  and  it  is  impoITible  to  walk  on  the  beach  without 
iirft  driving  them  away.  The  coaft-,  alfo,  abounds  with  ani- 
mals of  a  more  dangerous  kind.  There  are  fea  lions  of  an 
enormous  fize  ;  and  a  very  fierce  quadruped  refembling  a  wol^. 
The  fangs  of  this  creature  are  remarkably  long  and  Ihurp  j  and 
it  is  fo  fierce  as  to-^run  againft  every  animal  that  it  fees.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  guefs  how  this  quadruped  fliould  have  got  to  thefe 
illands,  which  are  diftant  at  lead:  one  hundred  leagues  from  the 
continent.  Tiie  firft  navigator  vyho  vilited  thofe  parts  is  fuppo- 
ied  to  he  captain  Davies,  the  aiTjciate  of  Cavendifh,  in  1592. 
In  I594>  Sir  Uichard  Hawkins  faw  land,  fupuofed  to  be  the 
fame,  and,  iu  honour  of  his  ir-iftrefs  queen  Elifabeth,  called 
them  Hawkins's  Maiden  Land.  Long  afterwards  they  were  feen 
by  iOine  French  fliips  from  St.  Maloes  ;  and  Frezier,  probably 
for  that  reafon,  called  theai  the  Malouins,  a  name  which  ha$ 
lince  been  adopted  by  the  Spaniards.  Commodore  Byron  thinks 
there  is  littk  reafon  to  doubt  they  are  the  fame  called  PepY*§ 
Illands  by  Cowley  j  ^aui  he  took  poiTciTion  of  Port  Egmont  and 
ail  the  neighbouring  ifiands  for  his  majefly  King  George  th^ 
Third,  by  the  name  of  Falkland  Ifiands. 

Commodore  Byron  having  examined  thofe  parts  with  a  de^ 
t'ree  of  attention  that  had  never  been  before  beftowed  on  them, 
jr.ade  fail  for  Port  Defire,  and  on  the  6th  of  February  favsr' 
land,  and  ftood  in  for  the  port.  During  the  run  froni  Falkland 
lihmds  to  this  place,  the  number  of  whales  about  the  lliip  was 
fo  preat  as  to  render  the  navigation  dangerous.  On  the  14th 
he  put  to  fea,  in  order  to  go  through  the  Streights  of  Magel- 
lan, and  to  examine  with  attention  the  principal  bays  and  har- 
bours forniCd  by  the  coaft  on  each  iide.  Fie  entered  the 
vStreight  the  i^tii  of  February,  and  quitted  it  the  9th  of  April, 
'haviu^  employed  feven  weeks  and  two  days  in  ths  voyage, 
' ■.    ■     .  which 
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ivhich  was  attended  with  incredible  diiTicukies  and  dangers.  A.  D. 
■yhefe,  however,  were  to  be  afcribed  entirely  to  liis  entering  1764. 
the  Streight  near  the  time  of  the  equinox,  when  the  worll:  wea- 
ther was  to  be  expected:  but  at  a  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  not 
only  a  fingleveffel  but  a  whole  fquadron  ir.ight  pafs  the  Streight 
in  lefs  than  three  weeks.  One  great  advantage  of  this  paflagc 
above  the  doubling  Cape  Horn,  is  the  facility  with  which  fiih  is 
almoft  every  where  to  be  procured,  with  wild  celery,  fcurvy 
grafs,  berries,  and  many  other  vegetables. 

Having  cleared  the  Streight,  he  purfued  his  courfe  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  on  the  9th  of  May,  being  in  latitude  26  degrees  46 
minutes  louth,  longitude  94  degrees  45  minutes  weft,  determi^ 
jied  to  fteer  a  north-weft  courfe  until  he  got  the  trade  wind,  and 
then  to  ftand  to  the  weftward  till  he  ftioukl  iali  in  with  Solo- 
mon's illands,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  or  make  fome  new  dil- 
covery.  On  the  3ift  there  was  a  great  number  of  birds  about 
the  Ihip,  which  a:iade  him  conclude  that  land  was  at  no  great 
diftance.  But  none  was  difcovered  till  the  7th  of  June,  in  la- 
titude 14  degrees  5  minutes  fouth,  longitude  144  degrees  58 
minutes  weft.  Then  a  fmall  iftand  was  obferved  at  the  diftance 
of  fome  leagues.  In  a  very  fliort  time  another  ifland  was  dif- 
covered to  windward,  much  larger  than  the  firft.  The  fliip 
ftood  for  the  Imall  ifland,  which  had  a  moft  beautiful  appear- 
ance, being  furrounded  with  a  beach  ofthefineft  white  land, 
and  within  covered  with  tall  trees,  which  extended  their  ftiade 
to  a  great  diftance.  It  feomed  to  be  about  ftve  niiles  in  circum- 
ference, and  from  each  end  of  it  a  fpit  runs  Into  the  fea,  upon 
which  the  furge  broke  with  great  violence.  The  natives  ap-. 
peared  on  the  beach  with  fpcars  in  their  hands,  at  leaft  Hxteen 
feet  long.  They  made  large  ftres,  probably  for  fignais,  as  the 
fame  appeared  immediately  after  on  the  larger  iiland.  The 
commodore  failed  round  this  ifland,  but,  to  the  great  regret  anci 
difappointment  of  the  Lhip's  company,  no  anchoring- place  could 
be  found  within  lefs  than  a  cable's  length  of  the  fliore,  which 
was  furrounded  clofe  to  the  beach  with  a  fteep  coral  rock.  The 
failors,  diftrefled  with  the  fcurvy,  hw  cocoa  nuts  in  great  abun- 
dance, the  milk  of  which  is  perhaps  the  heft  antil'corbutic 
in  the  wovldo     Tiiey  hud  reafon  to  bdieve  that  there  were  limes, 

bananas. 
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A.  D.  banjinas,  and  other  fruits  which  are  generally  found  between 
1764.  the  tropics  J  and,  to  increafe  their  mortification,  they  faw  the 
(hells  of  many  turtles  fcattered  about  the  fiiore.  Having  view- 
ed this  forbidden  paradife  with  fenfations  of  inexpreflible  di- 
ftrefs,  ihey  wrought  up  to  the  other  iiland,  which  was  difco- 
vercd  to  be  equally  inacceffible.  They  perceived  feveral  other 
]ovf  iflands,  or  rather  peninfulas,  moft  of  them  being  joined  one 
to  the  other  by  a  neck  of  land  very  narrow,  and  almofl  level 
with  the  furface  of  the  water.  Here  the  cocoa  trees  are  eafily 
difcovcred,  being  higher  than  any  other  part  of  the  furface. 
A  boat  being  fent  to  found  the  lee  fide  of  thei'e  iflands  for  an  an- 
choring placcj  the  Indians  ran  down  in  great  numbers  to  the 
fliore,  armed  w'ith  long  fpears  and  clubs,  and  making  uf'e  of 
many  threatening  geftures.  A  gun  was  fired  over  their  heads, 
which  made  them  fly  to  the  woods  ;  but  the  boat  returned 
without  being  able  to  difcover  any  foundings  clofe  in  with  the 
furf,  which  broke  very  high  upon  the  fliore.  The  commodore 
thus  finding  it  impoffible  to  obtain  any  refrefliment  here,  nam- 
ed this  clufler  of  ifles  the  Iflands  of  Difappointment;,  and  con- 
tinued his  voyage  to  the  weftward. 

Land  was  again  difcovered  in  kfs  than  twenty-four  hours,  at 
the  difi:ance  of  fix  leagues.  In  the  morning  of  the  loth  of 
June,  being  within  three  miles  of  the  (bore,  they  perceived  it 
to  be  a  long  \ov^  if^and,  with  a  white  beach,  of  a  pleafant  ap- 
pearance, full  of  cocoa-nut  and  other  trees.  It  was  furround- 
ed  with  a  rock  of  red  coral,  and  the  natives  behaved  in  the 
fame  hoftile  manner  as  thofe  of  the  Iflands  of  Difapppintment. 
No  anchoring  place  was  to  be  found,  nor  was  it  poffible  to  efi:a- 
blifh  any  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  Indians.  When  the 
veiTel  came  to  the  wedermoft  point  of  this  ifland  the  flulors  ob- 
fcrved  another  about  four  leagues  diftant.  They  vifited  every 
part  of  its  coaft,  but  could  find  no  foundings.  The  boats  ha- 
ving approached  very  near  the  (hore,  made  iigns  to  the  natives, 
who  appeared  in  great  numbers,  that  they  wanted  water.  The 
Indians  readily  underftood  them,  and  directed  them  to  run 
down  farther  along  the  fhore.  Some  of  them  fwam  off  to  our 
boats,  carrying  cocoa  nuts,  and  water  in  the  lliells.  The  prin- 
cipal obje^  of  the  boats  was  to  obtain  fome  pearls;  and  the 
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men,  to  aflifl;  them  In  explaining  their  meaning,  had  taken  with  A.  D. 
them  fome  of  the  pearl-oyfter  fliells,  which  they  had  found  in  I7<^4» 
great  numbers  upon  the  coafr.  But  all  their  endeavours  to 
make  themfelves  underftood  by  the  Indians  were  ineffeftual ; 
and,  as  no  anchorage  could  be  found  for  the  fhips,  the  commo- 
dore proceeded  to  the  weftward,  having  named  thefe  iflands, 
which  are  fituated  in  latitude  14  degrees  41  minutes  fouth,  lon- 
gitude 149  degrees  15  minutes  weft,  King  George's  iflands. 

On  the  day  following,  that  is,  the  13th  of  June,  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  land  was  again  difcovered,  bearing 
S.  S.  W.  diftant  about  fix  leagues.  The  commodore  flood 
for  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  low  and  very  narrow  ifland,  lying 
eaft  and  weft,  with  a  very  green  and  pleafiint  appearance,  but 
a  dreadful  furf  breaking  on  every  part  of  it.  It  abounds  witli 
rnharbitants,  is  about  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and  lies  in  lati- 
tude 15  degrees  fbuth,  and  the  weftermoft  point  of  it  in  longi- 
tude 151  degrees  53  minutes  weft.  To  this  place,  which  was 
every  where  inacceilible,  the  commodore  gave  the  name  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  idand. 

From  the  weftern  extremity  of  this  iftand  he  fteered  towards 
the  north-weft,  and  on  the  i6th  faw  vaft  flocks  of  birds, 
which  always  took  their  flight  to  the  fouthward  when  evening 
came  on.  This  appearance,  as  well  as  the  obfervation  that  all 
the  little  iflands,  which  had  been  difcovered,  were  full  of  inha- 
bitants, made  it  probable,  that  there  was  a  continent,  or  at 
leaft  fome  larger  iflands  to  the  fouthward.  But  the  ficknefs  of 
the  fliip's  crew  made  itimpoflTible  for  them  to  purfue  their  difco- 
veries  in  that  direction.  On  the  21ft  of  June  they  were  in  lati- 
tude 12  degrees  33  minutes  fouth,  longitude  167  degrees  47  mi- 
nutes weft,  and  next  morning  difcovered  a  nioft  dangerous  reef 
of  breakers,  at  the  diftance  of  a  league.  Land  was  feen  a  little' 
afterwards  from  the  maft-head,  having  the  appearance  of  three 
iflands,  with  rocks  and  broken  ground  between  them.  The 
fouth-eaft  of  thefe  iflands  is  about  three  leagues  in  length  be- 
tween the  extreme  points,  from  both  which  a  reef  runs  out, 
upon  which  the  fea  breaks  to  a  tremendous  height.  The  iflands 
themfelves  had  a  more  fertile  and  beautiful  appearance  than  any 
feefore  diftovcred^  and,  like  the  reft,  fwarmed   with  peoplcj^ 
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A.  D.  whofe  habitations  were  feen  ftanding  in  clufiers  all  along  the 
'7^4' coaft,  which  is  unfortunately  furrounded  in  fuch  a  manner  b^ 
rocks  and  breakers,  that  it  cannot  be  approached  without  the 
moft  imminent  danger.  The  commodore,  therefore,  named 
thefe  the  Iflands  of  Danger.  They  ly  in  latitude  lo  degrees 
15  minutes  fouth,  longitude  169  degrees  28  minutes  weft. 

He  fteered  from  thence  N.  W.  by  W.  and  on  the  24th  dif- 
covered  another  ifland  bearing  S.  S.  W.  diftant  about  feven  or 
eight  leagues.  It  appeared,  upon  approaching  nearer  to  it,  to 
be  low,  and  covered  with  wood,  among  which  were  cocoa-nut 
trees  in  great  abundance.  It  is  near  thirty  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence ;  a  dreadful  Tea  breaks  upon  almoft  every  part  of  the 
coaft,  where  no  anchorage  is  to  be  found.  The  commodore 
fent  out  the  boats  with  orders  to  land,  if  poffible,  and  procure 
fome  refrefhments  for  the  fick.  They  brought  off  about  200 
cocoa  nuts,  v.'hich,  to  perfons  affli£led  with  the  fcurvy,  were  arl 
ineftimable  treafure.  They  reported,  that  there  was  no  figri 
of  the  illmd's  ever  being  inhabited.  They  found  thoufands  of 
fea-fowi  fitting  upon  their  neiis,  which  were  built  in  high  trees  ; 
and  thefe  birds  were  To  tame,  that  they  fuffered  themfclves  to  be 
knocked  dov/n,  without' taking  to  flight.  The  commodore  was 
nt  firft  inclined  to  believe  that  this  ifland  was  the  fame  that  in 
the  Neptune  Francois  is  called  Mrtluita,  and  laid  down  about  a 
degree  to  the  eaftward  of  the  great  ifland  of  St.  Elifabeth,  the 
principal  of  the  Solonion's  iflands ;  but,  being  afterwards  con- 
vinced of  the  contrary,  he  called  it  the  Duke  of  York's  ifland. 

He  continued  liis  courfe  till  the  29th,  in  the  track  of  Solo- 
mon's iflands,  but  found  no  rcafon  to  believe  that  any  fuch  ex- 
ifted  in  the  fituation  affigned  them  by  the  French.  He  difco- 
iered,  however,  on  the  2d  of  July,  an  ifland  bearing  north, 
diftant  about  fix  leagues.  Next  morning  it  was  found  to  be  low 
nnd  flatj  of  a  delightful  appearance,  and  full  of  wood,  among 
which  thecocoa-nut  tree  was  very  confpicuous.  It  is  extremely 
populous,  and  the  natives,  in  more  than  fixty  canoes,  put  off 
from  the  fliore  and  made  towards  the  fln'p,  vvhich  lay  by  to 
receive  them.  *'  After  thefe  Indians,"  fays  the  commodore 
*'  had  gazed  at  us  fome  time,  one  of  them  fuddenly  jumped 
**  out  of  his  proa,  fwam  to  the  Ihip,  and  ran  up  the  fide  like  a 
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^  cat;  as  foon  as  he  Imd  flepped  over  the  gunwale,  he  fat  A.  D. 
«<  down  upon  it,  and  huril  into  a  violent  fit  oi:  laughter,  then  1764. 
*<  ftarted  up,  and  ran  all  over  the  Ihip,  attempting  to  fteal 
*«  whatever  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon,  but  without  fuccefs, 
<'  for  being  ftark  naked  it  was  impoirible  for  him  to  conceal  his 
«  booty  for  a  moinent.  Our  featnen  put  on  him  a  jacket  and 
**  trowfers,  which  prothiced  great  merriment,  ior  he  had  all 
**  the  geftures  of  a  monkey  newly  drtfied  ;  we  alfo  ga-ve  him 
*<  bread,  which  he  eat  with  a  voracious  appetite,  and  after  ha- 
*'  ving  played  a  thoufand  antic  tricks,  he  leaped  overboard, 
'*  jacket  and  trowfers  and  all,  and  -fwam  back  to  his  proa, 
**  After  this  feveral  others  fwam  tothe  fliip,  ran  up  the  fide  to 
"  the  gun-room  ports,  and  having  crept  in,  fnatched  up  wbat- 
*'  ever  lay  in  their  reach,  and  immediately  leaped  again  into  the 
*'  fea,  and  fwam  away  at  a  great  rate,  though  fome  of  them, 
<*  having  both  hands  full,  held  up  their  arms  quite  out  of  the 
"  water  to  prevent  their  plunder  from  being  fpoiied.  Thefe 
*'  people  are  tall,  well  proportioned  and  clean  limbed  j  their 
*'  fkin  is  a  bright  copper  colour,  their  features  extremely  good, 
<'  and  there  is  a  mixture  of  intrepidity  and  chearfulnefs  in  their 
*'  countenances  that  is  -very  flri-king.  They  had  long  black 
*»  hair,  which  fome  of  them  wore  tied  up  behind  in  a  great 
"  bunch,  others  in  three  knots  ;  fome  of  them  had  long  beards, 
**  fome  only  whilkers,  and  fome  nothing  more  than  a  fmall 
"  tuft  at  the  point  of  the  chin.  They  were  all  of  them  ftark 
*'  naked,  except -their  ornaments,  which  confifted  of  flieils, 
<«  very  prettily  difpofed  and  llrung  together,  and  were  worjj 
"  round  their  necks,  wrilts,  and  waids.  One  of  thefe  men, 
*<  who  appeared  to  be  a  perfon  ot  fome  confequence,  had  a 
<*  ftring  of  human  teeth  about  his  waill,  which  was  probably  a 
**  trophy  of  his  military  courage,  for  he  would  not  part  with. 
■*'  it  in  exchange  for  any  thing  that  1  could  oiler  him.  Some 
■*'  of  them  were  unarmed,  but  others  had  one  of  the  mofl 
*'  dangerous  weapons  I  had  ever  feen.  It  v/as  a  kind  of  fpear, 
*<  very  broad  at  the  end,  and  fruck  full  of  Ihark's  teeth,  which 
**  are  as  fharp  as  a  lancet,  at  the  fides,  for  about  three  feet  of 
'<  its  length.  We  fliowed  them  fome  cocoa  nuts,  and  made 
.«*  figns  that  we  wantesl  more  ;  but  inllcad  of  giving  any  inti<- 
VoL.  IV.  L  i  ««  Oiation. 
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A.  D.  "  mat  ion  that  they  could  Tupply  us,  they  endeavoured  to  take 
1764-  cc  away  thofe  we  had."  The  commodore  fent  out  boats  to 
found,  and  they  reported  that  there  was  ground  at  the  depth 
of  thirty  fathom  v/ithin  two  cables  length  of  the  fliore ;  but  as 
the  bottom  was  coral  rock,  and  the  foundings  much  too  near 
the  breakers  for  a  (liip  to  lie  in  fafety,  he  was  obliged  to  make 
fail,  without  procuring  any  refrefliments.  This  ifland,  to  which 
his  officers  gave  the  name  of  Byron!s  Ifland,  lies  in  latitude 
T  degree  18  minutes  fouth,  longitude  173  degrees  46  minutes 
eaft.  Here  ended  the  difcoveries  made  by  the  Dolphin.  8ha. 
afterwards  ftiaped  her  courfe  for  the  iflc  of  Tinian,  which,  to 
licr  great  regret  and  diiappointment,  appeared  to  be  no  longer 
that  delightful  place  of  which  the  elegant  author  of  Anfon's 
voyage  has  given  fo  luxuriant  a  defcription.  From  thence  flie 
proceeded  to  Catavia,  and  haying  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  proceeded  on  her  return  to  England.  She  came  to  an- 
chor in  the  Downs  on  the  9th  of  May,  1766,  having  been  juffc 
nine  weeks  in  coming  from  the  Cape,  and  fomewhat  more  than 
two  and  twenty  months  upon  the  voyage  round  the  world. 

We  have  not  interrupted  the  courfe  of  commodore  Byron's 
dilcoveries,  by  relating  the  tranfadlions  of  the  year  1765,  which 
if  not  the  ultimate  caufe,  were  the  immediate  occafion  of  thofe 
dlfturbances  that  gradually  proceeded  to  fuch  a  degree  of  vio- 
lence, as  required  the  mofl  vigorous  exertions  of  the  naval 
jlrength  of  this  kingdom.  The  parliament,  which  afTembled 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1764,  voted  16,000  men  to  be 
employed  in  the  lea  fervice  for  the  year  1765,  including  4287 
marines  ;  and  a  fum  not  exceeding  4I.  per  man  pi-r  month  for 
their  maintenance.  The  ftips  ftationed  in  the  Britifli  feas 
had  no  call  to  exert  their  a<fi;ivity  j  but  thofe  on  the  coaft  of 
America  were  employed  in  the  fame  fervice  which  had  been 
sittended  with  Ibch  bad  effects  the  preceding  year.  The  trade 
»  r.'f  America  with  Great  Britain  had  increafed,  during  the  laft 
years,  and  aner  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  beyond  the  hopes 
and  fpeculations  of  the  mofi:  fanguine  politicians.  The  Ameri- 
?.-.ns  bought  annually  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of  Britifli 
commodities.  Their  trade,  however,  was  not  confined  to  the 
n-'.f'ier  country.  It  fuelled  out  on  every  Utk;  and  having  fil- 
led 
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led  all  its  proper  channels  to  the  brim,  overflowed  with  a  rich  A.  D. 
abundance.  In  fhort,  the  contraband  trade  kept  pace  with  the  '7^4-' 
regular,  and  was  its  moft  natural  effedt.  This,  doubtlefs,  was 
an  evil ;  but  being  conneded  with  the  caufe  of  our  profperity, 
it  was  an  evil  that  ought  to  have  been  treated  with  the  greateli: 
delicacy  and  addrefs.  Unfortunately  for  the  interefts  of  the 
Britiih  empire  on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic,  a  gentleman  now 
prelided  in  the  treafury,  who  had  beheld  with  peculiar  jealoufy 
the  increafe  of  this  contraband  trade.  Mr.  Grenville,  when 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  not  ftridly  called  upon  in  his 
official  line,  had  prefented  a  very  ftrong  memorial  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafury,  heavily  complaining  of  the  grovvfth  of  the  illi- 
cit trade  in  America.  We  have  already  hinted  at  the  bad  con- 
fequences  arifing  from  the  attempt  to  put  an  entire  flop  to  the 
commerce  between  the  Britifli  and  Spanilh  colonies.  Thefe 
were  feen  and  acknowledged  even  by  adminirtration.  A  law 
was  rriade  therefore,  the  5th  of  April,  1764,  which  rendered 
legal,  in  fome  refpects,  the  intercourfe  between  the  different  v 

eftablifhments  in  the  new  world.  But  the  fame  law  loaded 
this  commerce  with  very  heavy  impofitions,  and  ordered  the 
money  arifing  from  thefe  to  be  paid  in  fpccie,  into  the  Britifh 
exchequer.  While  it  was  thought  expedient  to  fit  out  armed 
cutters,  under  the  command  of  fea  officers,  to  prevent  fnuig- 
gling  in  the  Britifh  Teas,  the  naval  commanders  on  the  coafts  oF 
America  were  employed  in  rendering  eUedlual  the  late  commer- 
cial regulations.  Thefe  gentlemen  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  he- 
come  acquainted  with  all  the  forms  which  this  bufinefs  required. 
They  were  unacquainted  with  the  cafes  in  which  fiiips  were  li- 
able to  penalties;  nor  did  they  better  underflanj  thofe  cafes  in, 
which  they  were  even  exempted  from  detention.  Hurried  oa 
by  the  natural  violence  of  their  difpolitionp,  and  a6ling  with 
that  irregular  vivacity  and  contempt  of  formal  rules,  whicli  they 
bad  exerted  with  fucli  advantage  and  glory  in  defence  of  theix' 
country  againft  the  common  enemy,  they  ruined  the  interefts 
of  trade,  while  they  difnppointed  the  expectations  of  the  trea- 
fury. The  commerce  betv/een  Britifli  fubje^ls  was  the  firfl-  that 
fufFered,  notwithAanding  that  vaft  number  and  intricacy  of  ' 
bonds,  clearances,  cockets,  regifters,  ^c.  which  had  been  e- 
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A.  D.  ftatliflied  to  proteiTl  it.  The  trade  carried  on  between  the  Kri^- 
17^4*  ti(h  and  Spanifli  colonies,  which  was  fo  extremely  advantageous 
to  the  former,  was  nearly  annihilated.  The  new-made  cuftom- 
houfe  ofEcers  feized,  indifcrimlnately,  all  veilels  carrying  on  that 
trade,  whether  belonging  to  fellow-fubjetls  or  foreigners,  which 
the  ordinary  cuftom-houfe  officers,  ftationed  on  them,  had  al- 
wavs  oern^.itted  to  pafs  unnoticed.  Befidcs  the  general  traiKc 
between  the  Englifii,  French,  and  Spanilh  Americans,,  there 
Was  a  particular  and  moft  advantageous  trade  carried  on  be- 
tween North  America  and  the  French  Weil  Indies.  It  confifl- 
cd  chiefly  in  an  exchange  of  fucli  commodities  as  muit  other- 
tvife  have  remained  a  drug,  if  not  an  incumbrance,  on  the  hands 
of  the  pofTclTors.  The  balance  was  paid  in  fpecie  to  North 
America,  which,,  together  with  the  balance  of  the  Spanilh 
trade,  enabled  them  to  make  their  remittances  to  Great  Britc^iii. 
This  intercourfe  between  North  America  and  the  French  Weft. 
India  illands,.was  confidered  as  fo  necelTary  to  the  former,  that 
it  was  permitted  to  be  maintained  during  the  £rft  years  of  the' 
war ;  dire£lly-,-  by  means  of  flags  of  truce  ;  indirectly,  througli 
the  Dutch  and  Danifli  iflands  ;  and,  at  length,  through  the 
Spanifli  port  of  Monte  Chrifti  in  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola« 
"When  the  Engliflij  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  had  ob- 
tained the  moft  diftinguifhed  advantages,  and  in  a  manner  laid 
fiege  to  ail  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  governm.ent  deter- 
mined to  put  a  ftop  to  this  inte^-courfe,  not  fo  much  in  the  light 
of  a  contraband  trade,  as  in  that  of  a  treafonable  practice, 
without  which  it  would  be  irapoflible  for  thefe  valuable  iflands 
to  hold  out  againil  our  attempts  to  reduce  them.  When  the 
^^ar  concluded,  the  arguments  of  treafon  ceafed,  and  this  inter- 
courfe again  returned  to  its  former  flourilLing  condition.  But, 
upon  the  eftabhOmient  of  the  new  revenue  laws,  it  funk  under 
the  fame  blow  which  deftroycd  the  general  commercial  inter- 
courfe of  the  new  world. 

Before  the  eftablKhing  of  thefe  laws  produced  any  confider- 
able  eiTe6t  in  Great  Britain,  it  was  attended  with  very  fatal  con- 
fequences  to  the  fituation  and  circumftances,  as  well  as  to  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  colonifts.  Immediately  on  a  ftop 
being  put  to  their  trade,  they  came  to  a  refolution  not  to  buy. 
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iny  clothing  they  could  poflibly  live  without,  that  was  not  of  A.  IX 
their  own  manufad\uring.  Not  having  the  ufual  returns  to  17^4" 
make  to  Great  Britain  for  the  woollen  goods  which  they  ufually 
purchafed  from  her,  they  adopted  a  plan  of  retrenchment  dic- 
tated by  neceffity,  and  gave  up  all  hopes  of  being  clothed  in  the 
finery  of  their  mother  country.  The  refolution  taken  with  re- 
gard to  this  article  was  rendered  general  by  a  vote  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  which  follov^ed  the  law  impciing  new  duties  uponr 
their  foreign  trade :  *'  That,  towards  farther  defraying  the  ne- 
"  cefTary  expences  of  protedling  the  colonies,  it  may  be  proper 
«■«  to  charge  certain  Itamp-duties  upon  them."  When  this  dc- 
t-ermination  of  the  Britilh  legiflature  was  known  in  America, 
the  inhabitants  entered  into  alTociations,  not  only  to  abide  by 
their  former  refolution  taken  in  confequence  of  the  interruption 
of  their  trade  by  the  naval  cuftom-houfe  officers,  but  to  encourage 
as  much  as  poflible  all  kinds  of  manufadure  within  themfelves. 
Thefe  meafures  were  defpifed  by  the  miniflry,  who  concluded 
that  becaufe  the  wool  of  the  colonies  is  not  fo  good  as  that  of 
Great  Britain,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  them  not  to  depend  up- 
on her  for  that  article-,  and  becaufe  the  other  commodities  whicb 
they  purchafed  from  this  country  were  fuch  as  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  for  them  to  want,,  they  muft  be  foon  dif- 
oufted  with  an  agreement,  entered  into  in  a  moment  of  rcfent- 
ment,  which  mull  be  more  diftrefling  to  themfelves  than  injuri- 
ous to  the  mother  country.  But  the  firm  perfeverance  of  the 
colonies  in  adhering  to  the  principles  of  their  aflbciation,  proved 
the  weaknefs  of  this  reafoning.  They  were  ready  to  fubmit  to 
every  other  hardfhip  rather  than  yield  to  v.fhac  they  deemed  aa 
iiifringement  of  their  liberties. 

In  confequence  of  this  general  difpofition  of  perfons  of  all  rankfs 
in  thefe  colonies,  great  evils  began  to  be  felt,  and  Hill  greater 
to  be  apprehended.  A  temporary  interruption  of  comrnercidi 
intercourfe  between  England  and  America  immediately  took  place 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  former. 
The  numerous  body  employed  in  preparing,  buying,  or  tranf- 
porting  goods  to  the  American  market,  were  deprived  of  em- 
ji>loyment.  While  individuals  were  reduced  to  beggary,  the 
levenue  fuffcred  in  j^roportion  by  the  want  of  the  export  and 
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A.  D.  import  duties.  Yet  neither  thefe  evils,  nor  the  fear  of  totally 
1765.  alienating  America  from  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain,  deterred 
the  miniftry  from  paffing  that  law,  the  bare  fufpicion  of  which 
had  occafioned  fuch  difguft.  The  ftamp-a£l  made  its  way 
through  both  houfes,  and  received  the  royal  alFent  by  commif- 
iion,  the  22d  of  March,  1765. 

The  news  of  this  unfortunate  event  firfl:  reached  the  pro- 
vince of  New  England,  which  of  all  the  Enghfh  colonies  has 
ever  had  the  ftrongeft  bent  towards  republican  licentioufnefs. 
The  fuUen  obfi:inacy  and  hatred  which  already  poflefled  themj 
were  converted,  by  this  freOi  inftance  of  what  their  leaders 
taught  them  to  deem  little  better  than  tyranny,  into  the  moft  vio- 
lent fury,  which  every  where  broke  out  into  adlion.  The  fhips 
in  the  harbour  hoifted  their  colours  half-mafl  high,  in  token  of 
the  deepefi:  mourning  ;  the  bells  rang  muffled  *,  the  populace 
treated  the  a6l  with  the  moft  licentious  contempt ;  many  of  the 
better  fort  gradually  mixed  in  theie  tumults,  and  the  alTemblies 
not  only  of  New  England  but  of  all  the  confiderable  provin- 
ces, which  had  by  this  time  caught  the  flame,  inftead  of  barely 
conniving  at  the  people's  aflerting  their  independence  by  tumul- 
tuous adls,  proceeded  to  avow  it  themfelves  in  the  molt  expref- 
.  five  terms,  grounding  it  on  the  fame  arguments  which  their 
friends  on  this  fide  the  water  had  already  ufed  to  prove  it.  The 
hiftory  of  what  follows  is  that  of  the  difgrace  of  Great  Britain. 
The  miniftry,  whether  unwilling  or  unable  to  fupport  by  force  of 
arms  the  law  which  they  had  thought  proper  to  enacl,  refigncd 
their  places.  Their  fucceffors  yielded  to  the  ftorm,  inftead  of 
relifting  it,  while  refiftance  could  yet  be  effedlual.  They  ob- 
tained a  momentary  popularity  by  repealing  the  ftamp-a<Sl,  which 
had  been  fo  ofTenfive  to  the  colonies,  and  fo  hurtful  to  a  confi- 
derable part  of  the  trading  intereft  of  Great  Britain.  But  the 
factious,  turbulent  fpirit  which  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  for- 
mer, was  far  from  being  mollified  by  the  lenient  concefRons  in 
their  favour,  and  the  great  confideration  fliewn  to  their  circum- 
ftances  by  their  legiilature.  The  miniftry,  whofe  debility  or 
moderation  had  tended  to  confirm  them  in  their  difregard  to  the 
authority  of  parliament,  did  not  long  continue  in  office.  But 
the  effects  of  their  adminiftration  were  permanent.  The  colo- 
nifts  were  no  longer  fatisfied  in  committing  private  a£ls  of  out- 
rage i 
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rage;  they  did  not  content  themfelves  with  fliowing  difrefpeft  A.  D. 
to  their  governors  and  other  fervants  of  the  crown  j  but  open-  1765. 
]y  fet  at  defiance  the  power  of  the  whole  legiflative  body.  Even 
the  aflembly  of  New  York,  a  province  where  the  ideas  of  legal 
iubordination  had  been  long  and  firmly  eftabliflied,  voted  in 
dire<fl  oppofition  to  an  aft  of  laft  fellion  for  providing  the  troops 
with  necelTaries  in  their  quarters,  and  pafied  an  act  of  afr;;mbly 
by  which  thefe  provinces  were  regulated  in  a  mode  totally  in- 
confiftent  with  that  prefcribed  by  parliament. 

Adminiftration  combated  this  rebellious  ufurpation  of  power 
by  another  a£l  of  the  legiflature,  incapacitating  the  afTembly  of 
New  York  for  all  legal  functions,  till  they  had  in  every  refpe£b 
complied  with  the  Britilh  regulations  refpcfting  the  troops.  At 
the  fame  time  they  oppofed  the  licentious  fpirit  of  the  other* 
provinces  by  new  revenue  laws,  which,  as  no  vigorous  means 
were  ufed  to  enforce  them,  were  as  nugatory  as  the  for- 
mer. The  Rockingham  adminiftration  repealed  the  ftamp-  176(5. 
act,  but  aflerted  the  right  of  taxation  ;  their  fuccefTors  (the 
duke  of  Grafton  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  treafury)  exer- 
cifed  this  right,  by  laying  duties  on  the  importation  of  glafs,  1767, 
paper,  and  lome  other  commodities,  into  the  colonies.  The  of- 
ficers appointed  to  colle<Sl  this  revenue  were  every  where  treat- 
ed like  criminals;  and  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  was  totally 
difregarded.  Befides  the  tumultuous  riots  v/hich  happened  in 
particular  parts,  the  temper  general  and  coniludl:  of  the  whole 
people  became  every  day  more  licentious.  That  republican  fpi- 
rit, which  is  as  inconfiftent  with  the  genuine  principles  of  the 
Britifli  confticution  as  it  is  agreeable  to  the  wild  dodrines  and 
levelling  principles  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Boilon  had  been 
nurfed,  began  firft  openly  to  difplay  itfelf  in  that  capital.  Ha- 
ving  adopted  refolutions  of  a  nature  the  moft  violent  and  facti- 
ous, the  afTembly  there  fent  a  circular  letter,  figned  by  the 
fpeaker,  the  iith  of  February,  1768,  to  all  the  other  alTem-  1768. 
blies  of  North  America.  In  this  they  expatiated  largely  on  the 
natural  rights  of  men,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  Britilh  legiflature, 
and  they  fummoned  the  colonies  to  unite  in  one  common  caufs 
for  maintaining  their  privileges  inviolate.  This  letter  was  anfwer- 
€d  by  many  of  the  provinces  in  a  firailar  tone;  and  the  flame  of 
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A.  D.  rebellion  began  to  fpread  over  the  whole  North  American  c&n^ 

1768.  tinent. 

One  vigorous  meafure  gave  it  a  confiderable  check  in  the 
place  where  it  had  firft  broke  out.  Two  regiments  were  order- 
ed from  Ireland  to  fupport  the  authority  of  parliament  over  the 
inhabitants  of  Boftonj  and  feveral  detachments  from  different 
parts  of  the  continent  rendezvoufed  at  Halifax  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  Upon  the  firft  rumour  of  thefe  movements,  the  Bof- 
tonians  were  as  much  alarmed  as  if  they  had  been  on  the  point 
of  fuffering  all  the  horrors  of  invafion  from  a  cruel  foreign 
enemy.  The  affembly,  or  convention,  which  on  many  occafions 
had  treated  not  only  their  governor^  but  even  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  with  the  moH:  indecent  afperity  of  exprclTion, 
drew  up  a  memorial  in  terms  of  great  moderation,  difclaiming 
all  pretence  to  any  authority  whatever,  and  advifing  and  recom- 
jnending  it  to  the  people  to  pay  the  greateft  deference  to  go- 
vernment, and  to  wait  with  patience  the  refult  of  his  majefty's 
wifdom  and  clemency  for  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances.  If 
the  moft  unhappy  infatuation  had  not  prevailed  over  the  coun- 
cils of  Great  Britain,  the  fudden  change  produced  by  this  ap- 
pearance of  vigour  might  have  opened  the  eyes  of  adminiflra- 
tion,  and  taught  them  that  coercive  meafures  alone  could  reduce 
"  the  Americans  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty.  But  inftead  of  pufliing 
the  advantage  which  they  had  obtained,  in  order  to  deftroy  the 
very  feeds  of  rebellion,  the  firft  deceitful  appearance  of  tran- 
quillity made  them  relax  their  feverity;  the  Americans  had  time 
to  recolledl  themfelves  and  to  recover  from  their  panic;  and  the 
important  moment  was  again  loft  of  eftablifliing,  without  great 
cfFufion  of  blood,  the  fovereignty  of  parliament  over  the  whole 
Britilh  empire. 

While  fo  little  attention  was  beftov/ed  on  preferving  the  do- 
minions of  which  we  were  already  in  polTeiEon,  continual  ef- 
forts were  made  for  extending  the  limits  of  our  territories  by 
frefli  difcoveries.  In  Auguft,  1766,  the  Dolphin,  in  which 
commodore  Byron  had  circumnavigated  the  world,  was  again 
fent  out  under  the  command  of  captain  Wallis,  with  the  Sv/al- 
low,  commanded  by  captain  Carteret.  They  proceeded  toge- 
ther to  the  weft  end  of  the  Streights  of  Ma_gellan,  and  feparar 
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ted  in  the  great  fouthern  ocean.     Captain   "Wallis  diredcd  his  A.  D. 
courfe  more  wefterly  than  any  navigator  before  him  had  done  ^76^- 
in  Co  high  a  latitude ;  but   he  met  wiili   no  land  till  he  came 
within  the  tropic,  where  he  difcovered  the  iflands,  Whitfunday  j  ■ 
Queen  Charlotte;   Egmont  5   Duke  of  Gloucefter;    Duke    of 
Cumberland;  Miitea  ;  Otaheite  ;  Eimeo  ;  Tapanamou  ;  Howe; 
Scilly ;  Bofcawcn  ;  Keppel,  and  Wallis  ;  and  returned  to  England 
in  May,    1768.     Captain   Carteret  kept   a  different  route,  in 
which  he  diilovered  the  iflands,  Oinaburgh ;  Gloucefter;  Queen 
Charlotte ;  Carteret ;  Gower;and  the  bitreight  between  New 
Britain  and  New  Ireland,  and  returned  in  March,   1769. 

Captain  Wallis  having  cleared  the  Streights  of  Magellan  the 
I2th  of  April,  1767,  proceeded  weftward,  but  did  not  fall  in 
with  any  undifcovered  land  till  the  6lh  of  June.  A  few  days 
before  the  faiiors  had  obferved  feveral  gannets,  which,  with  the 
uncertainty  of  the  weather,  inclined  them  to  believe  that  land 
was  not  far  diftant.  This  belief  was  confirmed  by  their  feein? 
a  great  many  birds  on  the  5th ;  and  the  day  after,  being  in  la- 
titude 19  degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  137  weft,  they  faw 
plainly  from  the  deck  a  low  ifland,  at  about  five  or  fix  leagues 
diftance.  When  they  were  within  a  few  miles  of  this  ifland 
they  faw  another,  bearing  north-welt  by  weft.  The  captain 
fent  his  boats  manned  and  armed  to  the  fliore  of  the  former, 
which  returned  in  a  few  hours,  bringing  with  them  feveral 
cocoa  nuts  and  a  confjderable  quantity  of  Icurvy  grals.  The 
crews  reported,  that  they  had  feen  none  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
had  vifited  feveral  liuts,  or  rather  llieds,  confifting  only  of  a 
roof,  neatly  thatched  with  cocoa-nut  and  pahn  leaves,  lupport-- 
ed  upon  pofts,  and  open  all  around.  Tliry  had  found  no  an- 
chorage, and  the  Jurf  was  fo  high  that  it  was  with  diiHcuky 
they  had  got  on  fliore,  the  whole  ifland  being  furrounded  with 
a  reef  of  rocks,  which  rendered  it  extremely  difiicult  of  accefs. 
The  captain,  therefore,  finding  it  anfWered  no  purpofe  fo  con- 
tinue longer  at  this  iflind,  which,  being  difcovered  on  Whitfun- 
eve,  he  called  Whitfun-ifland,  flood  away  for  the  other,  diftant 
about  four  leagues.  When  the  fliio  came  under  the  lee  of 
the  latter,  the  boats  were  immediately  difpatched,  but  could 
find  no  foundings  till  withrn  half  a  cable's  length  of  the  fliore. 
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A,  D.  They  landed,  however,  and  found  the  ifland  fandy  and  level,. 

'I768.  full  of  trees,  but  without  underwood,  and  abounding  with  fcur- 
vy  grafsj  an<l  wells  of  excellent  water.  As  the  boats  approach- 
ed the  iliore,  the  Indians  thronged  down  towards  the  beach, 
and  put  themielves  upon  their  defence  with  long  pikes,  as  if  to 
difpute  the  landing.  The  boats  crew  then  lay  upon- their  oars, 
and  made  fjgns  of  friendfnip,  lliewing  at  the  fame  time  feveral 
firings  of  beads,  ribbands,  knives,  and  other  trinkets.  The 
Indians  ftill  made  ligns  for  them  to  depart,  but  at  the  fame 
tkne  eyed  the  trinkets  with  fuch  a  wifliful  curiofity,  as  left  room 
to  expeft  that  it  might  be  poflible  to  eftabliih  an  intercourfe. 
This,  however,  was  not  effcj^ied,  but  the  boats  landed,  and 
the  fhip  was  fupplied  with  water  and  other  necelTary  refrefh- 
ments.  Captain  Wallis  took  pofleflion  of  the  ifland  in  the 
nameof  Gcorg€  the  Third,  and  named  it  Charlotte's  Ifland  in 
honour  of  her  majefty.  It  is  about  fix  miles  long,  and  one 
broad,  and  lies  in  latitude  19  degrees  18  minutes  fouth,  longi- 
tude 138  degrees  4  minutes  weft.  The  flime  day  that  they  left 
this  place  they  difcovered  another  ifland,  bearing  eaft  by  north, 
diflant  fifteen  miles  Here  the  fea  breaks  over  a  reef  of  rock, 
running  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  forms  itfelf  into  a  lagoon  in  the 
middle  of  the  ifland,  which  is  low,  covered  with  trees,  but 
without  any  huts  or  inhabitants.  The  Indians  belonging  to 
Charlotte  Ifland  had  fled  thither  in  their  canoes  when  the  Eng-« 
iifli  landed  on  their  coaft ;  and  feeing  their  enemies,  as  they 
imagined,  purfuing  them  to  this  place,  they  left  their  women 
and  children  on  the  beach,  and  advanced  with  pikes  and  fire- 
brands, making  a  great  noife,  and  dancing  in  a  ftrange  manner. 
The  foil  of  this  ifland  was  fandy,  there  is  no  verdure  under  the 
t?ees,  the  fliore  every  where  rocky,  and  no  anchorage.  The 
captain  therefore  left  a  place  vihcre  there  was  no  profpeel  of 
obtaining  any  refreOiment,  having  firft  named  it  Egmont  Ifland 
in  honour  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  It  lies  in  laiitude 
19  degrees  20  minutes  fouth,  longitude  138  degrees  30  minute* 
weft. 

On  the  iith  of  June,  about  mid-day,  they  faw  an  ifland, 
bearing  weft  fouth-weft,  and  flood  for  it.  At  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon they  were  vvitldn  a  o.uaiter  of  a  mile  of  the  ihore,  but. 

could: 


OF     King     G  E  O  Pv  G  E     HI.  27^ 

could  find  no  foundings,  the  ifland  being  lurrounded  by  roclcs,  A.  D. 
on  which  the  fea  breaks  very  high.  As  to  appearance,  ibil,and  i  7<^i^' 
inhabitants,  it  differed  little  from  the  iflands  which  they  had 
juft  left.  The  captain  named  it  Gloucefter  Illand,  in  honour  of 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  that  name.  It  lies  in  latitude 
19  degrees  ii  minutes  fouth,  longitude  140  degrees  4  minutes 
weft. 

In  failing  wcilward  the  captain  difeovered  two  other  fmall 
ifiands,  the  firfl:  of  which  he  named  after  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, and  the  fecond  after  Prince  William  Plenry.  Thefe,  how- 
ever, had  nothing  to  recommend  them  above  thofe  already  men- 
tioned ;  fo  that  he  continued  to  proceed  weflward,  in  hopes  of 
finding  higher  land,  where  the  (hip  might  come  to  an  anchor^ 
and  fuch  refrefliments  as  they  flood  in  need  of  be  procured. 
Gn  the  17th  he  difeovered  highland,  with  frequent  fires,  which 
proved  it  to  be  inhabited.  This  alfo  was  an  ifland,  nearly  cir- 
cular, about  two  miles  in  diameter.  There  was  no  anchorage 
to  be  found,  but  the  inhabitants  appeared  more  numerous  than 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  place  could  fupport,  which  gave  hopes  that 
there  were  -lands  of  greater  extent  not  far  diftant,  which  might 
be  lefs  difficult  of  accefs.  The  captain  having  named  this  ifland, 
which  lies  in  latitude  i  7  degrees  51  minutes  fouth,  longitude 
J47  degrees  30  minutes  weft,  Ofraburgh,  in  honour  of  Prince 
,Frederick,  bore  away  to  the  fouth-weil ;  and  the  fame  day  difeo- 
vered very  high  land  in  the  weft-fouth-weft.  This  was  the  fa- 
mous ifland  of  O-Taheite,  v.'hich  captain  Wallis  named  King 
George  the  Third's  Ifland.  It  confifts  of  two  principal  divi- 
lions,  which  are  united  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land-  The  cir- 
cumference of  both  is  about  forty  lear^ues,  lying  in  latitude  17 
-degrees  46  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  149  degrees  13  minutes 
weft.  The  Dolphin  happened  to  approach  this  coaft  the  18th 
of  June,  during  a  tiiick  fog ;  and  the  crew  were  much  furprifed, 
when  it  cleared  away,  to  find  themfelves  in  the  middle  of  fome 
hundreds  of  canoes.  The  Indians,  who  affembled  to  the  num- 
ber of  many  thoufands,  behaved  at  firft  in  a  friendly  manner  j 
one  of  them  holding  up  a  branch  of  the  plantain  tree  as  a  token 
of  peace.  But  afterwards  having  furrounded  the  fliip  with  a 
,j»iimber  of  canoes  loaded  with  ftones,  they  began,  on  a  fig.nai 
Mm  Z  Jjiveji^ 
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A.  D.  given,  to  throw  them  with  great  violence,  which  obliged  the 
J  ;oo.  captain  to  order  fome  guns  to  be  fired.  The  terror  of  the  fire- 
arms foon  made  them  defift  from  hoftdities;  and  an  intercourfe 
■was  eftabliflied  by  which  the  Englifli  procured  hogs,  fowls, 
bread,  fruit,  apples,  bananas  and  cocoa  nuts,  in  exchange  for 
nails,  hatchets  and  various  trinkets,  which  the  Indians  held  in 
great  value.  The  Dolphin  lay  off  this  ifland  from  the  24th  of 
Tune  to  the  27th  of  July  ;  during  which  the  Englifh  examined 
the  interior  parts  as  well  as  the  coaft,  which  they  found  to  be 
luxuriantly  fertile  and  extremely  populous.  The  inhabitants  are 
•well  lodged,  and  clothed  with  a  ftulFmade  of  the  macerated 
fibres  of  a  (hrub  which  grows  in  great  abundance  in  their  coun- 
try. They  are  of  the  ordinary  European  fize,  a  tawny  com, 
plexion,  the  men  well  made,  and  the  women  handfomc.  Cap* 
tain  Wallis  could  not  difcover  what  were  their  religious  fenti- 
incnts,  or  whether  they  entertained  any  ideas  of  fuperior  and 
inviliblc  powers.  But  having  become  fomewhat  acquainted  with 
them,  he  found  them  not  only  juft  in  their  dealings,  but  gene- 
rous and  humane  •,  and  fo  extremely  fufceptible  of  attachment, 
that  feveral  of  them,  efpecially  the  queen  of  the  ifland,  were 
exceedingly  affli^led  when  their  vifitants  were  obliged  to  de-» 
part. 

A.fter  leaving  this  ifland,  which  has  been  examined  with  more 
attention  in  later  voyages,  the  captain  fteered  his  courfe  for  Ti- 
nian.  In  his  way  thither  he  fell  in  vj'ah.  feveral  fmall  iflands, 
none  of  which  afforded  good  anchorage.  The  principal  of 
them  is  Bofcawen'^  Ifland,  lying  in  latitude  15  degrees  50  mi- 
nutes foutb,  longitude  175  degrees  weft;  Keppel's  Ifle,  in  latif 
tude  15  degrees  55  minutes  fouth,  longitude  175  degrees  3  mi- 
nutes welt  5  ai'.d  Wallis's  Ifle,  in  latitude  13  degrees  18  minutes 
fouth,  longitude  177  degrees  weft.  The  boats,  in  examining 
the  laft,  found  that  in  two  or  three  places  there  is  anchorage 
in  eighteen,  fourteen,  and  twelve  fathom,  upon  fand  and  coral, 
without  a  reef  of  rocks  which  Ibrrounded  the  iiland.  There  is 
alfo  a  breach  in  this  reef,  about  fixty  fathom  broad ;  and  a  fhip, 
if  preil'ed  with  neceffity,  might  anchor  here  in  eight  fathom, 
but  it  is  not  fafe  to  moor  with  a  greater  length  than  half  a  ca- 
ble. The  plans  of  all  thefe  iflands  were  delivered  by  the  cap- 
tain 
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tain  on  his  return  into  the  hands  of  the  admiralty,  with  their  A.  D. 
longitudes  and  latitudes  fo  accurately  laid  down,  that  fucceeding  1768 
navigators  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  them. 

Captain  Carteret,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  feparated 
from  his  companion  after  paffing  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and 
fteered  a  courfe  confiderably  nearer  to  the  equator.  On  the 
26th  of  July,  1767,  being  in  latitude  10  degrees  fouth,  longi- 
tude 167  degrees  weft,  he  was  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  fome 
of  the  iflands  called  Solomon's  Iflands,  this  being  the  latitude 
in  which  the  fouthermoft  of  them  is  laid  down.  What  increafed 
this  expeftation  was  the  feeing  a  number  of  fea  birds,  which 
often  hovered  about  the  {l:iip  ;  but  the  captain  was  not  lb  fortu- 
nate as  to  meet  with  any  land  j  and  as  he  failed  over  the  fouth- 
ern  limits  of  that  part  of  the  ocean  in  which  Solomon's  Iflands 
are  faid  to  lie,  and  commodore  Byron,  in  the  voyage  formerly 
defcribed,  had  traverfed  the  northern  without  finding  them, 
there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  that,  if  there  be  any  luch  illands, 
their  fituation  in  all  our  charts  is  erroneoufly  laid  down. 

Captain  Carteret  continued  his  voyage  nearly  in  the  fame 
parallel,  towards  the  weft;  but  did  not  diicover  land  till  the 
1 2th  of  Auguft,  when  he  fell  in  with  a  clufler  of  iflands,  of 
which  he  counted  feven.  Having  anchored  at  about  three  cables 
length  from  the  ftiore,  he  foon  obferved  fome  of  the  natives, 
who  were  black,  with  woolly  heads,  and  ftark  naked.  A  boat 
was  difpatched  in  fearch  of  a  watering  place,  at  which  the  na- 
tives difappeared  ;  and  the  boat  returned  with  an  account  that 
there  was  a  fine  run  of  frefli  water  abreaft  of  the  fhip,  and  clofe 
to  the  beach,  but  that  the  whole  country  in  that  part  being  al- 
moft  an  impenetrable  foreft,  the  watering  would  be  very  dan- 
gerous if  the  natives  fiiould  endeavour  to  prevent  it ;  that  there 
were  no  efculent  vegetables  for  the  refrefhment  of  the  fick,  nor 
any  habitations  as  far  as  the  country  had  been  examined,  which 
was  v^ild,  forefly  and  mountainous.  The  captain,  therefore, 
tried  fome  other  places,  where  the  failors  faw  hogs,  poultry, 
cocoa-nut  trees,  plantains,  bananas,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
vegetable  produ£l:ions,  as  they  failed  along  the  fiiore.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  an  unhappy  difpufe  arofe  between  the  boat's 
?rew  and  the  natives,  who  defqnded  themfelves  bravely  with, 

bows 
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A.  D.bows  and  arrows,  which  they  fired  in  regular  platoons.  This 
1^68-  prevented  all  friendly  intercourfe  j  and  the  fhip's  company  were 
fo  much  weakened  by  difeafe,  that  they  could  not  hope  to  ob- 
tain what  they  wanted  by  force.  The  captain  gave  the  general 
name  of  C)neen  Charlotte  Iflands  to  the  whole  clufrer,  and  af- 
figned  particular  names  to  the  moft  remarkable.  That  which 
he  called  Hoive's  lies  in  latitude  ii  degrees  lo  minutes  fouth, 
longitude  164  degrees  43  minutes  eaft.  Egmont  Ifland  lies  in 
latitude  10  degrees  40  minutes  fouth,  longitude  164  degrees 
49  minutes  eaft.  The  eaft  lides  of  thefe  two  iflands  which  lie 
exadlly  in  a  line  with  each  other,  including  the  paliage  between 
them  of  four  miles,  extend  about  eleven  leagues  ;  both  of  them 
appear  to  be  fertile,  and  afford  a  very  agreeable  profpecl,  being 
covered  with  tall  trees  of  a  beautiful  verdure.  Lord  Howe's 
Ifland,  though  more  flat  and  even  than  the  ofher,  is  notwith- 
fianding  high  land.  At  the  diftance  of  about  thirteen  leagues 
fr-om  the  north-eafl:  point  of  Egmont  Ifland  is  another  of  a 
ftupendous  height,  and  a  conical  figure,  tlie  top  of  which  is 
fhaped  like  a  funnel,  emitting  fmoke,  though  no  flame. 
This  he  called  Volcano  Ifland.  To  a  low  flat  land,  which, 
when  Howe  and  Egmont  iflands  were  right  a-head,  bore 
north-weft,  he  gave  the  name  of  Keppel's  Ifland.  It  lies  in 
latitude  10  degrees  15  minutes  fouth,  longitude  165  degrees 
4  minutes  eafr.  The  largefl:  of  two  others  to  the  fouth-eaft  he 
called  Lord  Edgecumb's  Ifland,  the  fmall  one  Perry's  Ifland; 
the  other  iflands,  of  which  there  are  ftjveral,  he  did  not  parti- 
cularly name. 

As  all  hopes  of  obtaining  refrefliment  in  thofe  parts  were  at 
an  end,  and  the  fliip  v/as  not  in  a  condition  of  purfuing  her 
voyage  to  the  fouthward,  the  captain  gave  orders  to  fteer  north, 
lioping  to  refrefli  at  the  country  which  Dampier  has  named 
Neva  Britafviia  Accordingly  he  failed  from  Egmont  Ifland 
the  1 8th  of  Auguft,  with  a  frefh  trade  wind  ;  and  on  the  20th 
difcovered  a  flat  low  land,  in  latitude  7  degrees  ^6  minutes 
fouth,  longitude  158  degrees  ^6  minutes  eaft,  which  he  called 
Gowcr's  Ifland.  Here,  to  the  great  mortification  of  all  on 
board,  no  anchorage  could  be  found,  but  fome  cocoa-nuts  were 
ptirchafed  from  the  natives,  who  approached  the  fliip  in  their 
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c^ntfes.  Thejiiwere  in  every  rcfpeiSt  the  fame  fort  of  people  A.  D. 
that  had  been  met  with  in  the  neighbouring  places,  'i'he  night  iJ^iJ. 
was  exceedingly  dark,  and  by  day-break  a  current  had  let  the 
fliip  confiderably  to  the  fouthward  of  the  ifland,  and  in  fight 
of  two  others,  lituated  nearly  eaft  and  weft  of  each  other. 
That  to  the  eaft  is  much  the  fmalleft,  and  was  named  Simpfon's 
ifland.  The  other  is  lofty,  has  a  ftately  appearance,  lies-  in  la- 
titude 8  degrees  26  minutes  fouth,  lo-ngitude  159  degrees  14  mi- 
nutes eaft,  and  its  length  from  eaft  to  weft  is  above  fix  leagues 
It  was  named  by  the  officers  Carteret's  Ifland,  in  honour  of  their 
commander.  A  boat  was  fent  on  fliorc,  which  the  natives  en- 
deavoured to  cut  oft",  and  hoftilities  having  thus  commenced^ 
the  Englifli  feized  their  canoe,  in  which  they  found  an  hundred 
cocoa  nuts.  The  canoe  was  large  enough  to  carry  eight  or  ten 
men,  neatly  built,  adorned  with  ftiell-work  and  figures  rudely 
painted.  The  people  were  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and 
fpears  pointed  with  flints.  By  fome  figns  which  they  made,  it 
appeared  that  they  were  not  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  ufe 
of  fire-arms.  Like  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  iflands 
they  were  quite  naked,  and  equally  dexterous  at  fwimming  and 
managing  their  canoes.  In  the  following  days  the  (hip  found 
•no  foundings  at  the  fmall  iflands  which  (he  fell  in  with,  and 
which  the  captain  fuppofes  to  be  thofe  called  Ohang  Java,  dif- 
covered  by  Tafman.  They  are  nine  in  number,  and  to  the 
north  lie  two  others  which  are  mentioned  by  no  preceding  na- 
vigator, and  which  the  captain  named  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and 
Winchelfca  Iflands.  The  former  lies  in  latitude  40  degrees  ca 
minutes  fouth,  longitude  154  degrees  eaft ;  the  latter  is  diftanc 
about  ten  leagues,  in  the  direction  of  fouth  by  eaft. 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft  they  fav/  another  large  ifland  to  the 
northward,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  St.  John's  ifland,  dii'co- 
vered  by  Schouten,  and  foon  after  they  faw  high  land  to  the 
wcltvvard,  which  proved  to  be  Nova  Britannia.  The  next  day 
a  north-wefterly  current  fent  them  into  a  deep  bay  or  gulf, 
which  has  been  diftinguiflied  by  Dan.pier  by  the  name  of  St. 
George's  bay.  From  this  place  they  failed  to  a  little  cove  at: 
feveral  miles  diftance,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  lingUlh 
Qjvs.     Here  they  found  wood   aud  v/uter  in  great  plci.ty,  airi> 

lock 
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A.  D.  rock  oyfters  and  cockles  of  a  very  large    fize.     Higher  on  the 
'768.  fhore  they  procured  cocoa  nuts,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  tree 
that  bears  them,  which  is  called  the  cabbage.     This  cabbage  is 
a  white,  crifp,  juicy  fubflance,  which,  ufed  raw,  taftes  fome- 
what  like  a  chefnut,  but,    when  boiled,   is  fuperior  to  the  beft 
parfnip.     For  each  of  thefe  cabbages  they  were  obliged  to  cut 
down  a   tree,  by   which  means  they   deftroyed,  in  the   parent 
ftock,  a  great  deal  of  cocoas,    which   are    the   mofl  powerful 
antifcorbutic  in  the  world.     The  fliip's  company,  who  were  ex- 
tremely affli£ted  with  the  diforder,  recovered  faft,  and  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  neighbourhood,  where  the  coun- 
try is  high  and  mountainous,  but  covered  with  trees  of  various 
Jiinds,  fonie  of  which  are  of  an  enormous  growth,  and  probably 
would  be  ufeful  for  many  purpofes.     Among  others  they  found 
the   nutmeg  tree   in  great   plenty,  though  the   nuts  were   not 
then   ripe,  and   appeared  not   to    be  of  the   bcft   kind,  owing 
perhaps  to   their  growing  wild,  and    being  overlhadovved   by 
taller  trees.     The  different  kinds  of  palm,  with  the  beetle  nut 
tree,  various  fpecies  of  the  aloe,  canes,  bamboos,  and  rattans, 
grow  with  wild  luxuriance.     The  woods  abound  with   pigeons, 
doves,  rooks,  parrots,  and    a   large  bird  with  black   plumage, 
that  makes  a  noife  fomewhat  like  the  barking  of  a  dog.     The 
people  fent  out  to  examine  the  country  fell  in  withfeveral  habi- 
tations of  the  natives,  which  appeared  by  the  fliells  that  were 
fcattered  about  them,  and  the  fires  half  confumed,  ro  have  been 
but  very  lately  deferted.     From  the  meannefs  of  thefe  hovels,  it 
appeared  that  the  inhabitants  ftood  low  even  in  the  fcale  of  fa« 
•yage  life. 

Eriglifj  Cove  lies  a  few  miles  from  WalHs  Ifland,  which  is  dl- 
ftant  about  three  leagues  from  Cape  St.  George,  the  latitude  of 
which  is  5  degrees  fouth,  and  its  longitude  152  degrees  19  mi- 
nutes eaft,  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  leagues  due  weft 
from  the  continent  of  America.  The  captain  weighed  anchor 
the  7th  of  September,  having  taken  pofTeffion  of  this  country, 
■with  all  its  iflands,  bays,  ports,  and  harbours,  for  his  majefty 
King  George  the  Third.  This  was  performed  by  nailing  upon 
a  high  tree  a  piece  of  board,  faced  with  lead,  on  which  was  en- 
graycd  tJic  En^Iifh  union  flag,  with  the  name  of  the  (hip  and 

her 
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her  commander,  the  name  of  the  Cove,  and  the  time  of  her  A.  1). 
coming  in  and  failing  out  of  it.  A  boat  had  been  fent  out  fc-  176^. 
veral  times  to  examine  the  harbours  of  the  coaft,  and  from  one 
of  thefe  expeditions  returned  with  a  load  of  cocoa-nutn,  which 
ilie  procured  in  a  fine  fmall  harbour  about  four  leagues  wefl- 
north-wefl;  from  Englifli  Cove.  Of  this  harbour  the  captain 
received  fo  agreeable  accounts  that  he  thought  proper  to  vifil  ir, 
and  found  that  it  was  formed  by  two  illands  and'  the  main. 
The  largefi;,  which  is  to  the  north- wefl,  he  called  Coon- nut 
JJland^  and  the  fmaller,  which  is  to  the  fouth-enft,  he  called 
Leigh's  Ifland.  His  officers  named  the  harbour  in  honoiu'  of 
their  captain  ;  it  is  by  far  the  befl:  llation  they  had  fallen  in  witli 
during  their  long  run  from  the  Streights  of  Magellan.  The  cap- 
tain would  have  continued  here  afufficienttime  to  give  his  peo- 
ple all  the  refrefliments  they  wanted,  if  the  lives  of  all  on  board, 
in  their  prefent  unhealthy  condition,  the  quantity  of  fiiip's  pro- 
vifions,  and  the  fhattered  ftate  of  the  veflel,  had  not  depended 
upon  their  getting  to  Batavia  while  the  monfoon  continued  to 
blow  from  the  eaftward. 

He  weighed  anchor  the  pth,  but  was  again  driven  by  winds 
and  currents  into  St.  George's  bay,  which,  contrary  to  what 
had  been  fuppofed,  he  found  inflead  of  a  hzj  to  be  a  channel 
between  two  iflands.  This  channel  he  found  to  be  divided  by 
a  pretty  large  ifland,  which  he  named  in  honour  of  the  duke  of 
York,  and  fevcral  fmall  ones  lying  fcattered  around  it.  The 
land  of  the  Duke  of  York's  Ifland  lies  level,  and  has  a  delight- 
ful appearance  ;  the  center  is  covered  with  lofty  woods,  and 
near  the  fliore  are  the  houfes  of  the  natives,  extremely  nume- 
rous, built  among  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  the  whole  forming 
a  profpect  the  moll  beautiful  and  romantic  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  largefi  of  the  two  iflands  that  are  divided  by  the  channel 
or  ilreight,  which  is  about  eight  leagues  broad,  the  captain  left 
in  pofTeihon  of  its  ancient  name  of  New  Britain.  It  lies  on  the 
fouth  fide,  and  there  is  upon  it  fome  high  land,  and  three  re- 
markable hills  clofe  to  each  other,  which  he  called  the  Mother 
and  Daughters.  To  the  northern  ifland  he  gave  the  name  of 
New  Ireland,  and  to  the  flreight  that  of  St.  George's  Channel. 
Continuing  to  fleer  along  tlie  coait  of  New  Ireland,  he  difco- 
VoL.  I\^  N  n  covered 
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A.  D.  vered  a  large  ifland,  with  a  pleafant  appearance,  very  populdur, 
1708.  which  he  named  in  honour  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  It  lies 
in  latitude  2  degrees  53  minutes  fouth,  longitude  149  degrees 
lyniinutes  eaft.  All  the  time  the  fhip  lay  off  this  ifland  there 
■was  an  inceiTlint  noife  like  the  beating  of  a  drum  ;  and  ten  ca- 
noes put  off  from  New  Ireland,  with  about  an  hundred  and 
fifty  men  on  board.  The  people  are  black  and  woolly  headed, 
but  have  not  tb.e  flat  nofes  and  rhick  lips  of  the  Africans.  None 
of  them  would  come  on  board,  but  conveyed  fuch  trifles  as  they 
exchanged  for  the  nails  and  iron  offered  them  by  the  Engli(h> 
upon  the  end  of  a  long  (lick.  The  canoes  were  long,  narrow, 
and  neatly  made:  one  of  them  could  not  be  lefs  than  ninety 
feet ;  formed,  however,  of  a  fmgle  tree,  rowed  by  three  and 
thirty  men,  and  without  any  appearance  of  fails.  Thefe  ne- 
groes, though  ftark  naked,  except  a  few  ornaments  of  fhells 
upon  their  arms  and  legs,  had  their  heads  and  beards  abundant- 
ly covered  with  white  powder. 

The  weftern  extremity  of  New  Ireland  the  captain  named 
Cape  Byron.  It  lies  in  latitude  2  degrees  30  minutes  fouth, 
longitude  149  degrees  2  minutes  eali.  Over  againfb  the  coaft.  of 
New  Ireland,  to  the  weflward  of  Cape  Byron,  lies  a  line  large 
iiland,  covered  with  trees,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  New 
Hanover.  To  the  weftward  of  New  Hanover  he  difcovered, 
at  the  difirance  of  eight  leagues,  feven  fmall  iflands,  which  were 
named  the  Duke  of  Portland's  Iflands;  the  middle  of  which 
lies  in  latitude  2  degrees  29  minutes  fouth,  longitude  148  degrees 
27  minutes  eaft.  The  fhip  was  now  clear  of  the  ftreight,  whofe 
length  from  Cape  St.  George  to  Cape  Byron  is  above  eighty 
leagues.  The  necelTity  which  puflied  captain  Carteret  on  this 
difcovery  may  be  very  advantageous  to  future  navigators,  as  St. 
George's  Channel  is  a  much  better  and  fliorter  paflage  than 
round  all  the  land  and  iflands  to  the  northward  ;  and  refreOik- 
ments  of  various  kinds  may  be  procured  from  the  natives  inha- 
biting the  oppofite  coafts  of  the  channel,  or  the  iflands  that  lie 
near  them,  for  beads,  ribbands,  looking-glafles,  and  efpecially 
iron  tools  and  cutlery  ware,  of  which  they  are  immoderately 
fond.. 
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The  captain  proceeded  weflward  the  15  th  of  September,  and  A.  D, 
the  fame  day  dilcovered  an  ifland  of  conliderable  extent,  with  1768. 
many  others  lying  to  the  fouthward.  From  thefe  many  canoss, 
crowded  with  Indians,  paddled  to  the  Iliip :  they  m;:de  various 
iigns,  which  were  repeated,  to  fhow  that  whatever  they  meant 
the  fame  was  meant  to  them.  In  order  to  invite  them  on  board, 
the  lliip's  company  held  up  whatever  trilies  they  thought  would 
give  them  pleafure;  but  they  had  no  fooner  come  within  reach 
of  the  people  on  deck,  than  they  threw  their  lances  at  theai 
with  great  force.  It  was  neceiTary  to  reprefs  their  fury  by 
f.ring  fmall  Ihot,  with  which  one  of  them  was  killed,  and  the 
canoes  rowed  off  with  great  expedition.  In  failing  along,  many 
ether  canoes  appeared,  and  behaved  in  the  fame  hoftile  manner. 
From  one,  in  which  a  man  was  killed  by  the.fiiot  of  a  muiket, 
the  reft  precipitately  leaped  into  the  fea,  which  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  feizing  the  canoe,  which  was  full  fifty  feet  long, 
though  one  of  the  fmallell  that  Jiad  come  out,  and  filled  with 
fifli,  turtle,  yams,  and  cocoa  nuts.  The  fiiip  being  difengaged 
from  this  fierce  and  unfriendly  people,  purfued  her  courfe  aloncr 
the  other  illands,  which  are  between  twe^ity  and  thirty  in  num- 
ber, and  of  confiderable  extent,;  one  in  particular  would  alone 
make  a  large  kingdom.  The  captain,  not  having  had  an  obfer- 
vation  of  the  fun  for  fcveral  days,  and  there  being  itrontT  cur- 
rents, could  not  exactly  aicertain  their  fituation,  but  he  judoed 
the  middle  of  thelargeft  to  lie  in  latitude  2  degr.ees  18  minutes 
fouth,  longitude  146  degrees  44  minutes  ead,  at  the  diftance  of" 
five  and  thirty  leagues  from  New  Hanover,  He  called  them 
Admiralty  Iflands,  and,  if  his  iliip  had  been  in  better  condition 
and  provided  with  proper  articles  f(ir  thelndipu  trade,  he  would 
have  examined  them  with  particular  attention,  efpecially  as  their 
appearance  is  very  inviting,  being  clothed  with  a  beautiful  ver- 
dure, the  woods  lofty  and  luxuriant,  interfperfed  with  fpots 
cleared  for  plantation,  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  houfes 
of  the  natives,  who  feem  to  be  very  numerous.  With  thefe 
illands  it  would  be  eafy  to  eftabhlli  a  commercial  intercourfe,  as 
the  fuperiority  of  our  fire-arms  would  foon  perfuade  the  natives 
that  all  contefi:  is  vain  ;  and  the  traffic  would  be  advantageous 
iJii  both  fidesj  as  the  Indians  might  be  fnpplied  with  many  arti- 
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A.  D.  cles  which  they  are  greatly  in  want  of,  and  the  Englifli  might 
1768.  in  all  probability  be  fupplied  with  the  valuable  fpiceries  produ- 
ced in  the  Moluccas  ;  for  the  Admiralty  Iflands  lie  in  the  fame 
degree  of  latitude,  and  the  nutmeg  tree  was  found  on  the  coafl 
of  New  Ireland,  a  foil  comparatively  barren  and  rocky. 

Having  pafTed  thefe  iflands  the  fiiip  continued  her  courfe  weft 
by  north  with  a  fine  eaftcrn  breeze,  and  on  the  19th  difcovered 
two  fmall  iflands,  both  low  land,  level  and  green.  The  neareft 
the  captain  called  Durour's  Ifland.  Its  latitude  is  about  I  de- 
gree 14  minutes  fouth,  its  longitude  143  degrees  21  minutes 
cafl.  At  no  great  diftance  is  the  other,  which  was  called  Mat- 
ty's Ifland,  and  two  others,  ftill  fmaller,  lying  to  the  fouth- 
•wefl:,  were  called  Stephen's  Iflands.  All  thefe  have  a  beautiful 
green  appearance,  are  covered  with  trees,  and  repleniflied  with 
inhabitants.  On  the  25th  of  September  the  ftiip  fell  in  again 
^vjth  land,  which  proved  to  be  three  iflands,  the  largeft  lying 
fifty  miles  north  of  the  line,  and  in  longitude  137  degrees  51 
minutes  eaft.  Several  canoes  foon  came  off,  filled  with  the  na- 
tives, who,  after  making  figns  of  peace,  canie  on  board  with- 
out the  leafl:  appearance  of  fear  or  diflrulf.  They  fold  their 
cocoa  nuts  with  g'cat  pleafure  for  fmall  pieces  of  iron.  They 
are  of  the  Indian  copper  colour,  their  features  pleaflng,  their 
teeth  remarkably  white  and  even,  of  the  common  flature,  nimble, 
vigorous  and"  aclive  in  a  furpriflng  degree.  They  are  not,  like 
the  other  people  on  all  the  iflands  that  had  been  vifited,  quite 
naked,  though  they  had  only  a  flight  covering  for  the  waiil, 
which  confifted  of  a  narrow  piece  ot  fine  matting.  They  of- 
fered to  leave  a  certain  number  of  their  people  as  pledges,  if 
the  failors  would  go  on  fhore,  to  which  they  ftrongly  urged 
them  ;  and  one  of  them  v/ould  by  no  means  leave  the  Ihip  when 
iihe  purfued  her  courfe;  the  captain  carried  him  to  Celebes, 
v/here,  being  taken  ill  at  fea,  he  unfortunately  died.  The 
iflands  from  which  he  had  been  taken  were  remnrkably  fmall 
and  low,  the  largell  being  no  more  than  five  miles  in  compafs. 
The  captain  gave  them  the  name  of  Frceivill  Jfiaudsy  from  the 
fociable  and  benevolent  difpofition  of  the  natives. 

The  remaining  route  of  captain  Carteret  to  the  coafi:  of  Min- 
danao, and  from  thence  to  the  ifland  of  Celebes,  had  been 
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explored  by  Dampier  and  other  navigators.  But  the  captain  has  A.  D. 
rectified  feveral  miftakes  which  his  predeceflbrs  had  fallen  into,  1768. 
particularly  in  the  account  of  the  ftreight  of  MacalTar.  He 
made  the  entrance  of  this  ftreight  the  14th  of  November,  and 
anchored  before  the  town  of  Macafiar  tlie  15th  of  December. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place  he  obtained  permiffion,  after 
much  altercation  and  many  threats  ufed  with  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor, to  continue  a  confiderable  time,  until  the  crew  were  a 
httle  recovered  from  their  languor  and  debility,  and  the  iliip  put 
in  a  condition  to  undertake  her  voyage  to  Batavia,  This  voyage 
being  fuccefsfully  performed,  the  captain  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  had  a  pleafant  paiTage  to  the  ifland  of  St. 
Helena.  He  left  this  place  the  24th  of  January,  1769,  to 
profecute  his  voyage  to  England ;  and  after  a  month's  naviga- 
tion difcovered  a  Ihip  to  leeward,  in  the  fouth-wefl:  quarter, 
which  hoiiled  French  colours.  When  this  Ihip  was  near  enough 
to  hail  the  Swallow,  captain  Carteret  was  furprized  to  hear  the 
Frenchman  mention  his  own  name  as  well  as  that  of  his  ihip, 
inquiring  after  his  health,  and  telling  him,  that  after  the  return 
of  the  Dolphin  to  Europe,  it  was  believed  he  had  fufTcred  fliip- 
wreck  in  the  ftreight  of  Magellan,  and  that  two  Ihips  had  been 
fent  out  in  queft  of  him.  The  captain  aflccd  in  his  turn  who  it 
was  that  was  lb  well  acquainted  with  all  thefe  particulars,  and 
how  this  knowledge  had  been  acquired.  The  Frenchman  an-  ■ 
fvvered,  that  the  fliip  was  in  the  fervice  of  their  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, commanded  by  Mr.  Bougainville,  returning  from  the  ifle 
of  France,  who  had  got  an  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  Dol- 
phin and  Swallow  from  the  French  ^'azette  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  An  offer  was  then  made  of  fupplying  the  Swallow  with 
refrefliments,  which  was  a  mere  verbal  civility,  as  the  /hip  had 
immediately  failed  from  the  fame  places  at  which  Mr.  Bougain- 
ville himfelf  had  been  fupplied  ;  and  it  was  aiked  if  captain 
Carteret  had  any  letters  to  fend  to  France.  As  he  happened  to 
have  feveral,  which  he  had  received  from  French  gentlemen  at 
the  Cape,  this  furnilhed  an  occafion  to  Mr.  Bougainville  to  fend 
his  boat  on  board,  which  was  precifely  what  he  deiired.  A 
young  ofiicer,  drefied  in  a  waiftcoat  and  trowfers,  but  whofe  rank 
captain  Carteret  foon  found  to  be  fuperior  to  his  appearance^ 
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A.  D.  came  down  to  the  cabbin ;  and  being  aflced  feveral  quefl:ions  by 
1768.  captain  Carteret,  to  which,  he  replied  with  great  readinefs  and 
ingenuity,  contrived  to  introduce  inquiries  concerning  the 
ftreights  of  IMagcllan,  the  hardfliips  which  the  Swallow  had 
lullered  in  her  voyage,  and  other  topics  equally  interefting. 
Thefe  queftions  the  captain  endeavoured  to  elude  as  long  as  it 
was  poiTible;  but  the  queries  of  the  young  Frenchman  becoming 
too  particular  and  troublefome,  having  defired  to  know  on  what 
ficie  the  equator  the  Swallow  had  crofTed  the  fouth  feas,  the 
captain  rofe  up  abruptly  with  fome  marks  of  difpleafure.  His 
Tcifitor  was  going  to  make  an  apology,  to  prevent  which  captain 
Carteret  defired  him  to  prefent  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Bou- 
gainville, and  in  return  for  his  obliging  civilities,  prefent  him 
■  with  one  of  the  arrows  with  which  the  Indians  had  wounded 
fome  of  the  Englifh. 

When  the  captain  came  on  deck  he  was  aflced  by  his  lieute- 
nant whether  the  Frenchman  had  entertained  him  with  an 
account  of  his  voyage.  This  led  him  to  explain  the  general 
purport  of  their  converfation,  upon  which  the  lieutenant  obfer- 
ved,  that  the  boat's  crew  had  not  kept  their  fecret  as  well  as 
their  officer.,  but  .given  fufBcient  intimation,  that  they  had  been 
round  the  world,  mentioning  the  different  places  they  had 
-touched  at,  and  many  particulars  of  their  voyage.  This  difin- 
genuous  artifice  of  Mr.  Bougainville,  to  draw  captain  Carteret 
into  a  breach  of  his  obligation  to  fecrecy,  was  unvvorrhy  of  thac 
ipirit  of  enterprize  which  led  him  to  undertake  fo  dangerous  a 
navigation,  which  he  has  related  with  fo  much  elegance. 

According  to  his  own  account,  he  failed  from  France  in  No- 
vember, 1766,  in  the  frigate  la  Boudeufe  ;  and  having  fpent 
ibme  time  on  the  coaPc  of  Brazil,  and  at  Falkland  iflands,  got 
into  the  fouthern  ocean,  by  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1768.  In  this  ocean  he  difcovered  the  four  Facardines, 
the  Ifle  of  Lanciers,  Harpe  Ifland,  Thrum  Cap,  and  Bow  Ifland. 
About  twenty  leagues  farther  to  the  weft  he  difcovered  four 
other  iflands,  and  afterwards  fell  in  with  Otaheite,  ifles  of 
Navigators,  and  Forlorn  Hope,  which  to  him  were  new  difcove- 
ries.  He  then  pafTed  through  between  the  Hebrides  ;  difcovered 
the  Shoal  of  Diana,  the  land  of  C^pe  DeUverance  j  feveral  fmall 
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rfTands  to  the  north  ;  pafTed  the  coaft  of  New  Ireland  ;  touched  A.  D. 
at  Batavia ;  and  arrived  in  France  in  March,  1760,  about  the  176^. 
fame  time  that  captain  Carteret  arrived  in  England. 

The  admiralty  did  not  wait  for  his  arrival  to  fit  out  another 
expedition,  which  was  attended  with  circumftances  peculiarly 
interefting.     The  brilliant  difcoveries  of  captain  Wallis,  who 
returned  to  England  in  May,   1768,  infpired  the  moft  fanguins 
hopes  of  completing  the  great  purpofe  for  which  all  thefe  voy- 
ages had  been  undertaken.     Many  fouthern  lands  were  already 
difcovered,    which    heightened    the    probabihty  of  finding  at 
length  the  great  T.-rra  Aiijiralis  incognita,  which  had  been  {o 
long  fought  for  in  vain.     Among  the  countries  which  Wallis 
had  dil'covered  and  explored  was  the  ifiand  of  Otaheite,  the 
fituation  of  which   appeared  extremely  proper  for  anfwerin^  a 
particular  purpofe,  which  the  admiralty  had  in  their  view  in  the 
prefent  expedition,  befides   the  general  defign  of  difcovering 
imknown  lands.     The  year  1 769  was  rendered  remarkable  by 
the  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the  difkr  of  the  fun  ;  a 
phoenomenon  of  the  greatefl   importance   to   the    fciences    of 
aflronomy,  geography  and  navigation;  and  which  every  where 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  learned  in  thofe  branches  of  know- 
ledge.    In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1768  the  royal  fociety 
prefented  a  memorial  to  his  majefiy,  fetting  forth  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  accurate  obiervations  of  this  tranfit  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  world  ;  particularly  from  a  fet  of  fuch  obfer- 
Yations  made  in   a  fouthern  latitude,  between  the  140th  and 
1 80th  degrees  of  longitude,  weft  from  the  royal  obfervatorv  ac 
Greenwich  ;  but  that  the  fociety  were  in  no  condition  to  defray 
the  expence  necelTary  for  equipping  veffels  to  convey  the  obfer- 
vers  to  their  deftined  flations.    In  confequence  of  this  memorial 
the  admiralty  were  dire<Stcd  by  his  majefty  to  provide  proper 
veiTels   for   the   purpofe.     Accordingly,   the  Endeavour  bark, 
which  had  been  built  for  the  coal  trade,  was  purchafed  and 
fitted  out  for  the  fouthern  voyage,  and  the  command  of  her 
intrufted  to  lieutenant  (now  captain)  Cook,  himfelf  a  difiin- 
guiflied  member   of  the  royal  fociety,  and   appointed   by   his 
afibciates,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Charles  Green  the  allrono- 
K->er,  to  make  the  rcquifite  obfervations  on  the  tranfit. 

Captain 
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A.  D.  Captain  Cook  failed  from  Dcptford  the  30th  of  July,  1768^ 
1368.  with  inflru6lions  to  proceed  directly  to  Otaheite;  and,  after  the 
aftronomical  obfervations  fiiould  be  completed,  to  profecute  the 
defign  of  making  difcoveries  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  by  proceeding 
fouthward  to  the  latitude  of  40  degrees,  and  if  he  did  not  find 
land  to  continue  his  voyage  to  the  weft,  between  the  latitudes  of 
40  degrees  and  35  degrees  fouth,  till  he  fell  in  with  New  Zea- 
land, which  he  was  diredled  to  explore-,  and  thence  to  return 
to  England  by  fuch  route  as  he  fliould  judge  moft  convenient. 

In  executing  thele  inftructions,  Mr.  Cook  endeavoured  to 
make  a  dire£l  courfe  to  Otaheite,  and  in  part  fucceeded  ;  but 
when  he  came  within  the  tropic  he  fell  in  with  feveral  iflands, 
which  had  not  been  before  difcovered.  He  remained  three 
months  at  Otaheite,  and  then  vifited  many  neighbouring  iflands, 
till  then  unknown.  On  the  6th  of  October,  1769,  he  fell  in 
■with  the  call  fide  of  New  Zealand,  and  continued  exploring 
the  coaft  of  this  country  till  the  31ft  of  March,  1770.  He 
then  proceeded  to  New  Holland,  and  furveyed  its  eaftern  coafls, 
wliich  had  not  been  before  vifited;  and  pafTing  between  its 
northern  extremity  and  New  Guinea,  afterwards  touched  at  the 
ifland  of  Savu,  Batavia,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  St.  Hele- 
na, and  arrived  in  England  on  the  12th  of  July,   1771. 

Befides  the  aftrononiical  purpofes  which  were  anfwered  by 
this  voyage,  and  the  important  difcoveries  of  new  lands,  made 
in  the  courfe  of  the  longeft  navigation  hitherto  undertaken,  the 
expedition  of  captain  Cook  was  diftinguiflied  by  another  cir- 
cumftance  particularly  interefting  to  the  lovers  of  philofophy. 
The  expedition  was  adorned  by  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Banks,  a 
man  of  letters  as  well  as  of  fortune,  who  was  accompanied  by 
Dr.  Solander,  an  accompliflied  difciple  of  Linnseus.  Both  thefo 
gentlemen  were  remarkable  for  an  extenfive  and  accurate  know- 
ledge of  natural  hiflory,  and  being  otherwife  men  of  liberal 
education  and  principles,  they  were  led  to  make  various  obfer- 
vations, not  only  on  the  natural  curioflties  and  productions,  but 
on  the  manners,  policy,  religion  and  language  of  the  feveral 
countries  which  they  vifited.  Seldom  have  men  of  fuch  talents 
pollcfied  that  fpirit  of  daring  enterprize  which  prompts  to  the 
difcovery  and  examination  of  unknown  lands.     Seldom  have 
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diftant  countries  been  vifited  and  defcribed  by  philofophers  ;  for  A.  D« 
avarice  and  ambition,  and  not  the  thirft  of  knowledge,  havege-  ^1^9' 
nerallv  excited  to  fuch  undertakings  men  of  a  bold  and  hardy 
but  of  a  narrow  and  illiberal  fpirit.  The  ingenious  obfervations 
made  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  voyage  tend  to  fill  up  the 
pi£ture  of  which  former  navigators  had  only  (ketched  the  out- 
lines. , 

The  reception  which  captain  Cook  and  his  companions  met 
with  from  the  Portuguefe  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  he  put  in  the 
13th  of  November  in  order  to  purchafe  provifions  and  necefTa- 
ries,  was  moft  unworthy  of  the  defign  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. That  ignorant  fuper/titious  people  could  form  no  idea 
of  the  object  of  their  voyage.  The  purpofe  of  making  philo- 
fophical  difcoveries  they  treated  with  the  utmofl:  contempt,  and 
watched  the  perfons  of  the  Englifli  travellers  with  all  the  jea- 
lous feverity  of  fear  and  ignorance.  Mr.  Cook  continued  his 
voyage  to  the  Streights  of  Le  Maire,  which  feparate  Staten 
Ifland  from  Terra  del  Fuego.  He  arrived  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Streights  the  14th  of  January,  which  is  near  the  mitldle  of 
fummer  in  thofe  parts.  As  the  weather  was  calm,  Mr.  Banks 
was  defirous  of  examining  the  coaft  of  the  main  land,  and  af- 
cending  a  mountain  which  appeared  at  a  little  diftance  in  fearch 
of  plants.  This  was  effected  ;  but  fo  exceflive  is  the  cold  in 
the  fouthcrn  hemifphere,  that,  at  a  degree  of  latitude  which  in 
the  fummer  months  is  temperate  in  Europe,  all  thofe  who  un- 
dertook this  expedition  were  in  danger  of  being  frozen  to  death  ; 
and  feveral  of  Mr.  Banks's  attendants  adlually  periflied. 

In  tiiis  miferable  climate  the  inhabitants  appeared  to  be  the. 
moll  deftitute  and  forlorn  of  all  human  beings.  They  have  no 
dwelling  but  a  wretched  hovel  of  fticks  and  grafs,  which  not 
only  admits  the  wind,  but  the  fnow  and  the  rain.  They  are 
deftitute  of  every  convenience  that  is  furnilhedby  the  rudeft  art, 
having  no  implement  even  to  drefs  their  food.  They  have  no 
other  clothing  than  th.e  ikin  of  the  guanicoe  or  fcal,  which  is 
thrown  over  their  fhoiilders,  drawn  over  their  feet,  and  worn 
round  the  waifts  of  the  women  as  a  fuccedaneum  for  a  fig-kaf.  . 
Shell-fiih  feems  to  be  their  only  food,  which  being  in  no  great 
plenty  in  any  particular  place,  obliges  them  to  wander  perpetu- 
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A.  D.  ally  in  fmall  hordes  over  thofe  dreary  and  inhofpltable  regions^ 
1769.  vvhicli  appear  fo  ill  fitted  to  be  the  habitations  of  men.  Yet 
thefe  favage  tribes  are,  perhaps,  only  miferable  in  the  imagina- 
tions of  thofe  who  furvey  them,  and  who,  placing  themfelves 
in  their  fituation,  conceive  what  exquifite  fufferings  they  would 
feel  if  reduced  to  the  fame  manner  of  life.  The  wandering  in- 
habitants of  Terra  del  Fucgo  are  contented  with  their  lot. 
Though  deprived  of  whatever  is  comfortable,  they  are  ftudious 
to  adorn  their  perfons.  Their  faces  are  painted  in  various 
forms ;  the  region  of  the  eye  generally  white,  and  the  rcfl  of 
the  face  diverfified  with  flreaks^of  red  and  black. 

The  captain  fell  in  with  the  ifland  of  Terra  del  Fuego  about 
twenty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  Streight  of  Le  Maire. 
The  Streight  itfelf  is  about  five  leagues  long  and  as  many  broad  ;. 
and  has  a  bay  in  the  middle  of  it,  which  afFords  good  anchor- 
age, as  well  as  excellent  wood  and  water.  The  doubling  of 
Cape  Horn  has  been  fo  much  dreaded,  that,  in  the  general  opi- 
nion, it  is  more  eligible  to  pafs  through  the  Streight  of  Magel- 
lan ;  but  captain  Cook's  experience  leerns  to  prove  the  contra- 
ry, for  he  was  no  more  than  thirty-three  days  in  coming  round 
the  land  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  from  the  eafl  entrance  of  the 
Streight  of  Le  Maire  j  whereas  captain  Wallis  employed  above 
three  months  in  getting  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan  in 
the  fame  feafon  of  the  year» 

Captain  Cook,  continuing  his  voyage  in  a  north  wefterly  di- 
ref^ion,  obferved  the  latitude,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1769,  ta 
be  22  degrees  Ji  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  127  degrees  5^ 
minutes  weft.  Some  of  the  people,  who  were  upon  the  watch 
in  the  night,  reported  that  they  faw  a  log  of  wood  pafs  by  the 
ihip,  and  that  the  fea,  which  was  rather  rough,  became  fudden- 
ly  as  fmooth  as  a  mill-pool.  However,  they  fell  in  with  no 
land  till  the  4th  of  April,  when  an  ifland  of  an  oval  form  ap- 
peared at  the  diilance  of  a  few  leagues.  They  approached  it 
on  the  north  fide  within  a  mile,  but  found  no  bottom  with  130 
fathom  of  line.  The  whole  is  covered  with  trees,  efpecially  palms 
and  cocoa-nut  trees  ;  among  the  groves  of  which  the  natives 
were  feen  walking  in  great  numbers.  The  captain  named  this 
Lagoon  Ifland,     It  is  fitnateJ  in  latitude  18  degrees  47  minutes 
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foqth,  and  longitude  139  degrees  29  minutes  weft.  In  purfuing  A.  D. 
his  voyage  weftward  he  fell  in  with  fereral  other  inconiiderable  *7^9' 
iflands   at    no   great    diflance  from  the  former.     Thefe  were 
Thrumb-Cap,  The  Groups,  Bird  Ifland,  and  Maitca,  to  which 
captain  WaUis  had  given  the  name  of  Ofnaburgh. 

On  the  I  uh  of  April  land  was  feen  a-head,  which  w.'^s 
known  by  its  fituation  to  be  Gtaheite,  the  fame  which  is  defcii- 
bed  in  the  voyage  of  captain  Wallis,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  King  George  the  Third's  Ill.jijid.  When  the  fiiip  came 
near  to  the  liiore,  it  was  imnaediately  lurromuJed  by  the  natives 
in  their  canoes,  who  offered  cocoa-nuts,  fruit  refcmbiing  applesj 
bread  fruit,  and  fome  fmali  fifhes,  in  exchange  for  beads  and 
other  trifles.  Soon  after  arrived  other  canoes,  in  which  were 
fome  of  thofe  Indians  who  had  maintained  a  good  deal  of  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  cr^w  of  captain  Wallis's  Ihip,  and  who  were 
immediately  known  to  Mr.  pore,  the  fecond  lieutenant,  who 
had  gone  round  the  world  with  that  captain.  One  of  thefe  an- 
cient acquaintance  came  on  board,  and  as  foon  as  th«  fhip  was 
properly  fecured,  went  on  ftiore  with  the  captain  and  the  other 
gentlemen.  They  were  all  received  with  many  marks  of  friend- 
Ihip  by  the  hofpitable  Indians,  and  a  treaty  was  ratified  between 
them  by  exrhanging  the  green  branches  of  a  tree,  which  was 
the  fymbol  of  peace  among  many  ancient  and  powerful  nations. 
The  (liip  continued  on  the  coaft  of  Otaheite  three  months,  tra* 
ding  with  the  natives,  and  examining  the  ifland.  The  ordinary 
rate  of  trafiic  was  a  fpike  nail  for  a  fmall  pig,  and  a  fnialler  nail 
for  a  fowl ;  a  hatchet  for  a  hog  ;  and  twenty  cocoa  nuts,  or 
bread  fruit,  for  a  middling-fized  nail.  Looking-glaiTcs,  knives, 
and  beads,  are  excellent  articles  of  commerce,  and  for  thefe 
ev^ry  thing  may  be  obtained  v/hich  the  natives  can  beftow. 
During  the  whole  time  that  the  Engli.'h  continued  here,  they 
lived  in  the  mofl  friendly  intercourie  with  the  Indians ;  and 
conlidered  the  ifland  not  as  before  in  a  curfory  manner,  buE 
with  a  critical  attention. 

Though  Otaheite   lies  within   the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  it    Is 

one  of  the  mofl  healthy  and  delightful  fpots  in  the  world.  The 

heat  is  not  troublefome,  and  the  air  is  fo  pure  that  frcfli  meat 

Will  keep  very  well  for  two  days,  and  fdli  one  day.     The  winds 
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A.  D.  generally  blow  from  the  diyifions  between  eafl:  and  fouth  ;  the 
17^9*  tide  rifcs  but  little,  and  being  governed  by  the  winds  is  extreme-^ 
ly  uncertain.  The  coaft  is  of  a  bold  elevation,  rifes  like  an 
amphitheatre,  and  the  mountains  every  where  covered  with 
wood,  prefenc  to  the  view  the  moft  captivating  profpecSl.  The 
flones  all  over  this  ifland  appear  to  have  been  burnt ;  and  there 
are  other  marks  of  violent  concuffions  and  fubterraneous  fires, 
by  which  the  face  of  nature  has  been  altered  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  ifles.  The  exterior  ranges  of  hills  are  fometimes 
barren,  and  contain  a  great  quantity  of  yellowilli  clay,  mixed 
with  iron  ore  j  but  this  excepted,  there  are  no  other  indications 
of  metals,  or  valuable  minerals  of  any  kind. 

The  foil  of  Otaheite  is  a  rich  black  mold,  producing  fpon- 
taneoully  a  great  variety  of  the  mod  excellerit  fruits  y  fugar  canes, 
which  the  inhabitants  eat  rawj  ginger,  turmeric,  and  a  great 
number  of  other  excellent  roots,  which  are  unknown  in  other 
climates.  The  trees  are  the  greateft  curiollty  of  Otaheite.  The 
Chincfe  paper-miilberry  tree  is  that  of  which  the  natives  make 
their  cloth.  The  trunk  of  the  bread-fruit  tree,  which  furniihe^ 
nourifliment  to  the  whole  ifland,  is  fix  feet  in  the  girth,  and 
about  twenty  feet  to  the  branches.  There  is  a  fpecies  of  the 
fio,  the  branches  of  which  bending  down,  take  freih  root  in 
the  earth,  and  thus  form  a  congeries  of  trunks,  united  by  a 
common  vegetation,  which  have  the  appearance  of  one  ftock  of 
aftoniiliing  magnitude.  Another  tree,  covered  with  a  dark- 
green  foliage,  bears  golden  apples,  which  refemble  the  anan^ 
or  pine-apple  in  juicinefs  and  tlavoiir.  The  moft  beautiful  tree 
in  the  world  received  the  name  of  Barrifigtcniay  the  native* 
call  it  huddoo  ;  it  had  a  great  abundance  of  flowers,  larger  than 
lilies,  and  perfectly  white,  excepting  the  tips  of  their  num.erous 
chives,  which  were  of  a  bright  crinij'on.  The  fruit,  which  is  a 
large  nut,  has  the  property  of  various  plants  of  tropical  cli- 
mates, of  intoxicating  fifli,  fo  that  they  come  to  the  furface  of 
the  water,  and  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  taken  by  hand.  Thei^x 
is  a  great  variety  of  excellent  filh,  which,  as  they  form  the 
principal  object  of  luxury,  the  catching  of  them  is  the  main 
occupation  of  the  natives.  There  are  no  venomous  reptiles  or 
troubiefomc  inre6ls,  but  ants  and  mofqultos.     Befides  poultry 
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exaftly  like  thofe  of  Europe,  there   are  wild  ducks ;  beautiful  A.  D. 
green  turtle  doves ;  large  pigeons  of  a  deep  blue  plumage;   par-  1769. 
roquets  valued  for  their  red  falkers,  and  often  feen  tame  in  the 
houfes  of  the  natives.     There  are  no  quadrupeds  in  the  ifland* 
but  hogs,  dogs  and  rats  ;  all  v?hich  are  extremely  numerous. 

The  perfons  of  the  inhabitants  being  examined  with  particular 
attention,  there  was  no  occafion  to  alter  the  idea  which  captain 
Wallis  had  given  of  them.     Captain    Cook   rather    feems  to 
heighten  the  panegyric  ;  and  Mr.  Bougainville  affirms,  that  were 
a  painter  to  delineate  an  Hercules  or  a  Mars,  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  to  difcover  more  advantageous  models.     The  women  of 
the  lower  ranks  are  of  a  fmaller  ftature  than  the  refi:,  which  is 
attributed  to  their  early  and  promifcuous  intercourfe  with  men  • 
for  the  better  fort,  who  do  not  gratify  their  paffions  in  the  fame 
unbridled  manner^  are  above  the  middle  feature  of  the  Europeans. 
The  men  of  confequence   in  the  ifland  wear  the  nails  of  their 
fingers  long,  which  they  conlider  as  a  very  honourable  diftinc- 
tion,  fince  only  fuch  people  as  have  no   occafion  to  work  can 
fuffer  them  to  grow  to  that  lengch.     The  women  always  cut 
their  hair  fhort  round  their  heads.   Both  men  and  women  have 
the  hinder  part  of  their  thighs  and  loins  marked  with  black  lines 
in  various  directions,  by  ftriking  the  teeth  of  an   inftrument 
fomewhat  like  a  comb  through  the  Ikin,  and  rubbing  into  the 
pun£lures  a  kind  of  pafte  made  of  foot  and  oil,  which  leaves  an 
indelible  (tain.  This  cuftom,  which  is  called  tattowing,  is  coni- 
mon  to  all  perfons  beyond  the  age  of  twelve  years  j  and  the 
legs  of  people  of  fuperior  rank  and  authority  are  checquered 
•with  the  fame  decorations.     Both  fcxes  are  not  only  decently 
but  gracefully   clothed  with   the  (tuff  above-mentioned.     The 
drefs  of  the  better  fort  of  women  confifts  of  fcveral  pieces  ;  one 
is  wrapped  round  the  waill:,  fo  as  to  hang  down  in   the  form  of 
a  petticoat,  and  being  pf  a  thin  pliable  texture,  difplays  an  ele- 
gant figure  to  the  greateft  advantage.     "  The   women  of  Ota- 
*»  heitc,"  fays  Mr.  de  Bougainville,   "  have   features  as   agree- 
*'  able  as  thofe  of  the  Europeans ;   and    are  unrivalled   in  the 
*'   fymmetry  and  beautiful  proportion  of  their  limbs.    The  men 
**   who  live  much  on  the  water  are  of  a  redder  complexion  than 
^f  thofe  who  chiefly  rcGde   on  Ihor?.     Some   have  their  hair 

«  brown. 
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A.  D.  "  brown,  red  or  flaxen,  in  which  they  are  exceptions  to  all  the 
1765;.  «  natives  of  Afia,   Africa  and  America,  who  have  their  hair 
*'  univerfally  black." 

Their  houfes  are  nothing  more  than  a  roof,  fcarcely  four 
feet  from  the  ground,  raifed  on  three  rows  of  pillars,  one  rovr 
on  each  fide,  and  one  in  the  middle.  The  covering  confifts  of 
palm  leaves,  the  pillars  of  wood,  and  the  floor  is  ftrowed  with 
hay  or  covered  with  mats.  Thefe  limple  habitations  contain  no 
other  furniture  except  a  few  blocks  of  wood,  which  ferve  them 
as  pillows,  and  their  ordinary  apparel  is  made  ufe  of  inftcad  of 
blankets  and  Iheets.  The  fize  of  the  houfc  is  proportioned  to 
the  number  which  conftitutes  the  family,  and  is  feldom  occupied 
excepr  during  the  hours  of  repofe.  In  thefe  dormitories  it  is  the 
eliabliflied  rule  for  the  mafter  and  miftrcfs  to  fleep  in  the  middle, 
round  them  the  married  people,  in  the  next  circle  the  unmarried 
women,  and  the  fervants  at  the  extremity  of  the  llied,  or  in  fair 
weather  in  the  open  nir. 

They  are  quite  unacquainted  with  the  method  of  boiling 
water,  as  they  have  no  veffels  among  tliem  that  will  bear  the 
heit  of  the  fire.  Their  meat  is  always  broiled  or  roaftcd.  They 
ufe  Ihells  for  carving,  but  eat  with  their  fingers.  Some  attempt- 
ed the  ufe  of  the  knife  and  fork,  in  imitation  of  the  Englifh, 
but  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Hawkefworth,  that  they  cculd  not  guide 
thefe  implements ;  by  the  mere  force  of  habit,  the  hand  came 
always  to  the  mouth,  while  the  food  at  the  end  of  the  fork 
went  to  the  ear.  Their  general  drink  is  water,  or  the  milk  of 
the  cocoa  nut.  They  have  a  plant  called  ava  ava,  of  an  intoxi- 
cating quality,  which  the  men  make  ufe  of  fparingly  ;  the  wo- 
men never  ;  and  they  teftiiied  averfioir  for  the  ftrong  liquors 
.which  were  offered  them.  They  eat  alone,  or  at  leafl  only  in 
company  with  a  guefl:  that  happens  to  come  in  ;  and  the  men 
?.nd  women  never  fit  down  together  to  a  meal.  Perfons  of  rank 
are  conflantly  fed  by  their  inferiors,  frequently  their  women, 
and  this  cuitom  is  fo  ftrongly  confirmed,  that  a  chief  who 
dined  on  board  the  Endeavour  would  have  returned  without  his 
raeat,  if  one  of  the  fervants  had  not  fed  him.  The  origin  of 
thefe  finguiar  cuftoms  has  not  been  explained.  The  idea  of 
«;|e,in]irAefs  to  wlilch  thcfc  people  are  fo  ftrongly  attached,  that 
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rhey  perform  their  ablutions  feveral  tiir.es  every  day,  may  perhaps  A.  D. 
account  for  the  great  men's  requiring  to  be  fed.     But   that  a  ^1^9' 
people  remarkably  fond  of  fociety,  and  particularly  that  of  their 
women,  fliould  exclude  its  pleafures  from  the    table,  where, 
among  all    other  nations,  whether  civil  or  favage,  they  have 
been  principally  enjoyed,  is  truly  inexplicable.  Captain  Cook 
imagined  this  ftrange  fingularity  among  the  inhabitants  of  Ota- 
heite  muft  have  arifen  from  fome  fuperftitious  opinion  ;  but  they 
conftantly  affirmed  the  contrary.     They  ate   alone,    they  faid, 
becaufe  it  was   right ;  but  why  it  was  right  to  eat  alone  they 
never  attempted  to  explain. 

Thefe  iflanders,  who  ly  on  the  ground,  and  inhabit  huts  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  are  remarkably 
healthy  and  vigorous,  and  generally  attain  to  old  age,  without 
feeling  the  inconvcniencies  of  this  melancholy  period  of  iife» 
Mr.  de  Bougainville  defcribes  an  old  man,  whom  they  faw  on 
their  landing,  who  had  no  other  chara<fter  of  old  age,  than 
that  remarkable  One  which  is  imprinted  on  a  fine  figure.  His 
head  was  adorned  with  white  hair,  and  a  long  white  beard; 
all  his  body  was  nervous  and  flefliy  ;  he  had  neither  wrinkles, 
nor  fiiowed  any  other  token  of  decrepitude.  This  venerable 
man  fcemed  difpleafed  at  the  arrival  of  thefe  ftrangers,  retired 
without  making  any  return  to  the  courtefies  which  they  paid 
him,  and  inftead  of  taking  part  in  the  raptures  which  the  mul- 
titude expreffed,  his  thoughtful  and  fufpicious  air  feemed  to  in- 
dicate a  fear,  that  the  fociety  of  a  new  race  of  men  might  di- 
fturb  the  uninterrupted  happinefs  which  he  had  folongenjoyed. 
They  are  utterly  deftitute  of  medical  knowledge,  which  they 
hold  in  contempt;  but  they  are  good  proficients  in  furgery,  the 
operations  of  which  they  often  experience  to  be  ufeful.  One 
of  the  Engliih  Teamen,  when  on  Ihore,  ran  a  large  fplinter  intO' 
his  foot,  which  his  companion,  after  giving  him  exquilite  pain,* 
vainly  attempted  to  extfaft  with  his  pen-knife.  Anold  Indian, 
who  happened  to  be  prefent,  called  a  man  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  who,  having  examined  the  lacerated  foot,  fetched 
a  (hell  from  the  beach,  which  he  broke  to  a  point  with  his 
teeth  j  with  which  infisrument  he  laid  open  the  wound,  and  ex- 

tra^ed 
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A.  D.  tracleJ  thefplinter:  whilfl  this  operation  was  performing,  t\\t 
'  7^9*  old  man  went  a  little  way  into  the  wood,  and  returned  with 
fome  gum,  which  he  applied  to  the  wound,  upon  a  piece  of  the 
cloth  that  was  wrapped  round  him,  iind  in  two  days  time  it  waS 
perfectly  healed.  This  gum  was  produced  by  the  apple  tree  ; 
the  furgeon  of  the  (hip  procured  fome  of  it,  and  ufed  it  as  a 
vulnerary  balfam  with  great  fuccefs. 

The  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheitc  is  foft  and  me- 
lodious, abounding  with  vowels,  which  renders  its  pronunci- 
ation cafily  acquired.  It  is  almoft  totally  without  inflexion  either 
of  nauns  or  verbs  •,  but  a  fufficient  acquaintance  with  it  has  not 
been  attained  to  determine  Avhether  it  is  copious  or  otherwife. 
It  was  impoflible  to  teach  the  Indians  to  pronounce  the  EngliQl 
names  of  their  guefts,  but  they  did  not  fail  to  come  as  near  to 
It  as  polTible,  the  giving  of  the  name  being  an  indifpenfible  ce- 
remony, which  they  never  omitted  when  they  introduced  anew 
acquaintance.  They  converted  the  Englifli  names  into  words 
refembhng  Spanifh  or  Italian  ;  Cook  they  called  Toote;  Hicks j 
Hete  1  Mr.  Gore,  Toarro;  Dr.  Solander,  Torano ;  Parkinfon^ 
Patini ;  Mr.  Monkhoufe,  a  midfhipman,  they  called  Matte* 
whioh  fignifies  in  their  language  dead,  becaufe  he  commanded 
a  party  that  killed  a  man  for  ftealing  a  mulket.  The  neareft 
imitation  they  could  reach  of  king  George,  was  by  calling  him 
Kihiargo.  They  are  not  dcftitute  of  genius  for  the  fciences, 
though  they  have  no  opportunity  of  cultivating  them.  A  map 
of  Otaheite,  engraved  for  captain  Cook's  firft  voyage,  was  taken 
out  and  laid  before  Tuahow  the  high  admiral,  without  inform- 
ing him  any  thing  of  what  it  was.  He  prefently  difcovered  its 
meaning,  and  was  overjoyed  to  fee  a  reprefentation  of  his  own 
country.  Thefe  people  have  a  remarkable  fagacity  in  foretelling 
the  weather,  particularly  the  quarter  from  whence  the  wind 
•will  blow.  In  their  long  voyages  they  ftcer  by  the  fun  in  the 
day,  and  in  the  night  by  the  ftars ;  all  of  which  they  diftin- 
guifh  feparately  by  names  j  and  know  in  what  part  of  the  hea- 
vens they  will  appear  in  any  of  the  months,  during  which  they 
are  vifiblc  in  their  horizon  j  nor  are  they  lefs  acquainted  with  the 
periods  of  their  annual  appearance.  They  reckon  timeby  moons, 
thirteen  of  which  compofe  the  year.     They  divide  the  day  and 

the 
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the  night,  each  into  fix  parts.  They  judge  of  the  time  of  the  A.  D. 
clay  by  the  height  of  the  fun.  It  is  faid,  that  the  highefi:  num-  17'^>9« 
ber  for  which  they  have  names  is  200,  They  exprefs  the  di- 
ftnnce  from  one  place  to  another  by  the  time  it  would  take  to 
run  over  it.  They  enrertain  no  notion  of  the  baneful  influence 
of  comets,  but  they  confider  thofe  meteors  which  are  called 
lliooting  ftars,  as  evil  genii. 

The  government  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  is  compared 
by  Dr.  J-Iawkefworth  to  the  early  ffate  of  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope under  the  feudal  fyftem;     There  is  a  king  or  fovereign  in 
each  of  the  two  peninfulas  into  which  the  ifland  is  divided  ) 
with  the  lands  of  the  different  diOrifls,  whofe  polfeffions  are 
cultivated  by  their  vafTals  and  villeins.     The  king  poffeiTes  far 
lefs  authority  over  the  whole  fociety,  than  each  chieftain  pofTcf- 
fes  in  his  own  diflrift,  and   the  nobles  are  nearer  on  a  footii.'g 
with  their  fovereign  than  the  lower  ranks  are  with  the  nobleti. 
Intermarriages  are  not  permitted  between  the  nobles  and  ths 
Tulgar  ;  every  advantage  and  honour  is  confined  to  the  former  j 
and  even  fuch  articles  of  food  as  are  reckoned  delicacies,  porkj 
filh  and  fowl,  are  only  to  be  ufed  by  the  nobility.     Of  thele 
there  are  difl'erent  orders,  as  in  all  the  feudal  kingdoms.  There 
are  different  liveries,  fo  to  fpeak,  to  diftinguifh  thele  orders ; 
and  the  rank  of  every  individual  is  afcertained  by  the  height  ar- 
which  their  fervants  wear  their  falhes.  Like  the  ancient  nobili- 
ty of  Europe,  they  enjoy  the  right  of  private  war ;  and  each 
nobleman  at  the  head  of  his  vaffals,  repels  injuries,  and  maiii- 
tains  his  rights,  by  the  decifion  of  arms.     Their  influence,  in- 
deed, over  their  followers  is  moft  powerful.     They  have  intel- 
ligence of  every  event;  they  receive  notice  of  every  crim.e  that 
is  committed  ;  they  beflow  reward,  infiift  punlfhmcnt,  and  their 
decifions  are  fubmitted  to  with  the  moft  pallive  and  unreferved 
obedience.     Otaheite,  therefore,  afibrds  in  miniature,  the  pic- 
ture of  two  feudal  kingdoms,  for  the  wliole  inhabitants,  includ- 
ing women  and  children,  do  not  exceed  6000.     One  circum- 
flance  alone,  as  it  is  related  by  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  is  peculiar 
to  this  people.     The  child  of  the  prince,  or  of  the  baron,  fuc- 
ceeds  to  the  titles  and  lionours  of  his  father  ns  foon   as  it  is 
born  ;  Co  that  a  baron  \v-ho  was  yefterdny  diftinguillied  by  epi- 
VoL.  IV.  P  p  thets 
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A.  D.  ihets  Of  honour,  and  approached  with  the  ceremony  of  lower- 
^7^9-  ing  the  garments  and  uncovering  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  is 
to-day,  if  his  wife  be  delivered  of  a  fon,  reduced  to  the  rank 
of  a  private  perfon  ;  all  marks  of  refpetl  being  transferred  to 
the  child,  though  the  father  ftill  continues  to  pofTefs  and  admi- 
nifler  the  eftatc  If  this  circumftance  be  authentic,  itfurniflies  a 
remarkable  diftindlion  between  the  government  of  Otaheitearid 
that  of  the  feudal  nations  of  Europe.  In  thefe,  force  generally 
prevailed  over  right.  The  weaknefs  of  age  and  fex  often  ex- 
eluded  irom  the  fucceffion  thofe  who  were  naturally  intitled  to 
k.  The  eftate  of  a  child  or  of  a  woman  was  often  acquired 
by  a  diftant  collateral  relation  ;  even  the  defiination  of  royalty 
proceeded  r.ot  in  a  regular  line,  the  uncle  often  ufurping.  the 
rights  of  a  fon,  the  brother  thofe  of  a  daughter. 

The  rel-igion  of  thefe  iflaftJers  is  not  the  circumflance  which 
firft  attrn(51;s  the  attention  of  travellers.  Captain  "Wallis,  who 
firft  vifited  and  defcribed  them,  is  inclined  to  believe,  that  they 
had  not  any  religious  worlhip'  or  belief.  But  fubfequent  accounts 
inform  us  of  their  religious  tenets,  which  are  as  fuperftitious 
and  abfnrd  as  thofe  of  other  pagan  nations.  They  admit  that 
great  and  primitive  truth,  that  all  is  d^rrived  originally  from  one 
iirft  caufe.  But  they  iuppole  the  Supreme  Being  to  have  im- 
pregnated'a  rock,  which  brought  forth  the  year;  which  daugh- 
ter, enrbraced  by  the  father,^  produced  the  thirteen  months  ; 
which,  in  conjundfion  with  each  other,  produced  the  days.  In 
the  fame  manner  were  the  ftars  and  all  the  other  objects  of  na- 
ture created,  fo  that  the  idea  of  generation  runs  through  the 
whole,  ail  idea  imprefl'cd  with  peculiar  force  on  the  imagination 
of  thele  Indians,  who  of  all  men  are  particularly  the  mofl.  ad- 
ditSked  to  the  lexual  pleafures.  They  beheve  the  exigence  of 
the  ibul  after  death,  and  of  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  happi- 
nefs  to  be  then  enjoyed  j  but  they  arc  fiiid  to  have  no  concep- 
tion of  a  ftate  of  punifiiment  or  reward  hereafter.  The  fhare 
of  happinels  in  a  future  life,  they  imagine,  will  be  proportioned' 
^  not  to  the  merit  but  to  the  rank  of  individuals  ;  the  nobles  en- 

joying the  full  diftindlion  of  felicity,  while  their  vaffals  and 
villeins  muil;  be  fatished,  even  in  the  region  of  fpirits,  with  a 
fuborJinate  lot.     This  religious  tenet  is  eWdently  derived  from 

their 
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their  political  ufages.  The  priefthood,  as  in  many  ancient  A.  D. 
countries,  is  hereditary.  The  priefts  are  profelVedly  the  men  of  1765;. 
fcience,  but  their  knowledge  is  altogether  frivolous,  confifting 
■in  being  converfant  in  the  names  and  rank  of  the  fubordinate 
divinities,  and  the  opinions  concerning  the  origin  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another,  by  real 
tradition,  in  detached  fentences,  and  in  a  phrafeolo^y  unintelli- 
gible to  thofe  who  do  not  belong  to  the  facred  families. 

The  general  manners  and  charader  of  the  people  are  fuch  as 
naturally  refuit  from  the  limited  flate  of  focitty  in  which  they 
live,  and  the  faint  gradations  of  improvement  to  which  they 
■have  attained.  Their  pailions,  like  thofe  of  children,  are  vio- 
lent, but  tranfitory.  They  pafs  iuddenly,  yet  without  any  ap- 
parent caufe,  from  an  excefs  of  grief  to  the  tranf[X)rls  of  joy. 
Their  propenfity  to  particular  friend iliips,  like  that  of  all  rude 
people,  is  ftrong ;  and  their  fidelity  inviolable.  When  the  Eng- 
lifh  vifited  them  for  the  fecond  time,  every  Indian  chofe  his 
friend.  With  a  difpofition  naturally  generous,  they  difcovered 
a  fingular  propenfity  to  theft,.  Of  this  there, are  innumerable 
examples  in  all  the  accounts  which  are  related  of  them.  But 
perhaps  it  has  not  been  fullciently  attended  to,  that  their  incli- 
•nation  to  this  vice  might  depend  lefs  on  the  depravity  of  their 
xiioral  principles,,  than  on  their  limited  notions  of  propertv. 
Even  after  they  h:vd  CKperienced  the  power  of  their  new  vifi- 
lants,  they  continued  to  pilfer  as  affiduoufly  as  before  j  and 
perfons  who,  in  other  refpecfts,  difplayed  no  fmall  elevation  of 
charaSter,  had  a  particular  prediledlion  for  riches  acquired  by 
Health. 

Another  trait  of  therr  chnrafler,  which  had  been  in  fome 
meafure  miftaken  by  the  iirfi:  travellers  into  their  country,  is 
the  licentioufnefs  of  their  amours.  Mr.  de  Bougainville  and  Y)r. 
Havvkefworth  aiTert,  that  there  were  no  women  in  the  illand  who 
had  the  fmalleft  pretenfions  to  chaftity.  This  alTertion,  however, 
•captain  Cook  diicovered  to  be  too  general.  The  women  of 
rank,  that  is,  all  the  female  nobleffe,  are  not  devoid  of  honour  5 
iilthough  tbey  do  not  imagine  their  inferiors  ought  to  be  condem- 
ned for  yielding  to  promifcuous  love.  But,  notwithflanding  the 
exception  which  the  captain  has  difcovered,  it  mufl  be  acknow- 

I*  p  2  ledged, 
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A.  D.  ledged,  that  their  manners  in  this  particular  are  fuch  as  could 
J  yOp.  fcarcely  efcnpe  obfervation  and  cenfure.  When  the  Dolphin 
firfl:  appeared  on  the  coaft,  a  great  number  of  women  appeared 
on  the  beach,  and  were  very  importunate  with  the  men  in  the 
boat  to  come  on  fliore.  They  ftripped  themfelves  naked,  and 
endeavoured  to  allure  them  by  many  wanton  geftures  ;  and 
•when  they  found,  that  notwithflanding  all  their  endeavours  to 
detain  them,  the  boat  was  putting  off",  they  pelted  them  with 
apples  and  bananas,  Ihouting  and  fliowing  ev^ry  poflible  fign  of 
derifion  and  contempt.  After  this,  canoes,  with  a  number  of 
women,  came  clofe  by  the  fide  of  the  fliip,  where  the  fame 
wanton  geftures  were  repeated.  A  regular  traffic  being  eftablifh-^ 
ed  on  ihore,  it  was  fettled  that  a  river  fhould  feparate  the  na- 
tives and  the  flrangcrs,  and  a  few  only  of  the  former  fliould 
crofs  at  a  time,  for  the  purpofe  of  trading.  Several  young 
women  were  then  permitted  to  crofs  the  river,  who,  though 
they  were  not  averfe  to  the  granting  of  perfonal  favours,  were 
tenacious  of  making  the  moft  of  them.  An  iron  nail  was  com- 
monly the  price  of  beauty  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  charms  of 
the  damfel  was  the  fize  of  the  nail  which  fhe  received.  The 
men  fcrupled  not  to  prom.ote  this  kind  of  dealing,  for  fathers 
and  brothers  would  bring  their  daughters  and  filters,  for  the 
purpofe  of  proftitution  to  the  failors.  When  they  prefented  the 
girl,  they  fhowed  a  ffick  of  the  fize  of  the  nail  which  was  de- 
manded for  her,  and  he  who  came  up  to  the  price  was  intitlcd 
to  the  merchandize. 

From  the  unbridled  licentioufnefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ffland,  the  French  gave  it  the  name  of  the  new  Cyther^. 
When  Mr.  de  Bougainville  arrived  on  this  fhore,  he  was  recei- 
ved  with  the  fame  lafcivlous  compliments  which  had  been  lavifii- 
ed  on  the  Englilh.  *^  It  was  very  difficult,"  fays  that  officer, 
*'  with  fuch  feducing  incitements,  to  keep  at  their  work  500 
*'  young  French  failors,  who  had  been  deprived  of  the  fight  of 
f*  women  for  fix  months  "  Notwithftanding  the  endeavours 
iifed  to  keep  the  crew  in  order,  the  captain's  cook  found  means 
to  efcape  on  fliore.  He  had  no  fooner  fingled  out  a  fair  one, 
than  he  was  immediately  encircled  with  a  large  party  of  natives, 
^ho  flripped  him  of  his  clothes  from  head  to  foot,  and  with 

great 
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great  tumult  and  violent  exclamations,  examined  every  part  of  A.  D. 
his  body  very  minutely.  When  their  curiofity  had  been  fully  '7^9* 
gratified  they  reftored  his  clothes,  and  handing  the  girl  to  him, 
fignified  by  figns  fufficiently  expreflive,  that  flic  was  very  much 
at  his  fervice.  But  by  this  time  the  ardour  of  the  Frenchman 
had  fubfided,  and  every  tumultuous  paflion  was  abforbed  in  that 
of  fear.  He  intreated  them,  as  the  only  favour  they  could  be- 
flow,  to  convey  him  on  board,  and  he  reached  the  ihip  more 
dead  than  alive. 

When  captain  Cook  lay  off  this  fliore,  the  women  of  0(a- 
heite  had  fo  totally  diverted  themfelves  of  all  apprehenfions  of 
ill  treatment  from  the  Englifli  failors,  that  great  numbers  of  the 
lower  clafs  remained  on  board  the  fhip,  after  the  numerous 
tribe  of  vifitants  had  returned  on  fliore  in  the  evening.  They 
ventured,  without  fcruple,  to  pafs  the  night  on  board,  having 
ftudied  the  difpofition  of  Britifh  feamen  fo  well  as  to  know  that 
they  ran  no  rifle  by  confiding  in  them,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
might  m.ake  fure  of  every  bend,  nail  and  hatchet  that  their  lovers 
could  mufter.  The  evening,  therefore,  was  as  completely  de- 
dicated to  mirth  and  pleafure,  as  if  the  fliip  had  been  at  Spit- 
head  inftead  of  Otaheite.  Before  it  was  perfeflly  dark  the 
women  aiTembled  on  the  forecaftle,  and  one  of  them  blowing 
a  flute  with  her  noflirils,  all  of  them  danced  a  variety  of  dances 
lifual  in  their  country,  mofl:  of  which  were  little  coniiflient  with 
European  ideas  of  delicacy.  Even  the  better  fort  are  not  entire- 
ly exempted  from  the  national  weaknefs.  A  chief  named  0-tai 
came  on  board,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two  fifters  5  one 
of  whom,  named  Morarai,  wag  a  mofl:  graceful  figure,  with  the 
mofl:  delicate  and  beautiful  contours  of  the  hands  and  all  above 
the  zone-,  an  ineffable  fmile  fat  on  her  countenance ;  her  admi- 
ration at  feeing  the  new  obje£ls  aboard  the  fliip  difplayed  itfelf 
in  the  livelieft  expreffions;  nor  was  (he  fatisfied  with  looking 
round  the  decks,  but  defcended  into  the  ofncers  cabins,  attend- 
ed by  a  gentleman  of  the  fliip.  Having  curioufly  examined 
every  part,  Morarai  took  a  particular  fancy  to  a  pair  of  fheets 
which  flie  faw  fpread  on  one  of  the  beds,  and  made  a  number 
of 'fruitlefs  attempts  to  obtain  them  from  her  conductor,  to 
Tvhor"   they  ^elong'^d.     He  propofed  a  fpccial  favour  as  the 

condition, 
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A.  D.  condition.  She  hefitated  feme  time,  and  at  laft,  with  Teeming 
1769.  relu<n:ance,  confented.  But  when  the  yielding  nymph  was 
about  to  furrender,  the  (bip  flruck  violently  on  the  reef,  and  the 
affrighted  lover,  more  fenfible  to  danger  than  to  his  fair  miftrefs, 
quitted  her  unrifled  charms,  and  liew  upon  deck.  Repeated 
fhrieks  made  the  condition  of  the  (liip  more  alarming;  every 
perfon  on  board  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  on  this  emergen- 
cy, at  length  they  brought  her  again  to  float.  When  the  dan- 
ger was  over,  the  officer  bethought  himfeif  of  his  abandoned 
fair  one;  but  on  vifiting  his  cabin  he  found  her  gone,  and  his 
bed  ftripped  of  its  fheets.  Morarai,  however,  had  condu<^ed 
the  theft  with  fuch  dexterity,  as  would  have  rendered  it  not  on- 
ly excufable  but  praife-worthy  among  the  Spartans ;  having  ap- 
peared on  deck,  and  continued  a  confiderable  time,  without  ex- 
citing any  miflrufl  of  her  acquificion.  Four  days  after  this  ad- 
venture, the  fame  officer,  accompanied  by  feveral  others,  drol- 
ling about  the  country,  came  to  the  fpot  v/here  O-tai  and  his 
fair  fifter  refidcd.  Ke  thought  it  to  no  purpofe  to  inquire  after 
his  lofl  bed  linen,  but  chofe  rather  to  renew  his  folicitations  to 
the  lady.  Beads,  nails  and  various  triiies  were  prefented  to  her, 
which  flie  readily  accepted,  but  remained  inflexible  to  the  paf- 
fionate  addreiTes  of  her  lover.  She  was  already  in  pcflefiion  of 
the  flieets,  which  were  the  only  wealth  of  fufficient  value  in  her 
eyes  to  induce  her  to  admit  the  tranfient  embraces  of  a  firangerJ 
though  fhe  was  accufed  by  her  countrywomen  of  admitting  tow- 
taws,  or  men  of  the  lov/eft  rank,  to  her  bed  at  night;  and 
thus  impofing  on  her  brother,  who  would  have  been  highly  of- 
fended at  the  proftitution,  not  of  her  perfon,  but  of  her  dig- 
nity. 

Though  it  be  evident  that  the  general  chara£ler  of  the  natives 
of  Otaheite  is  extremely  deficient  in  point  of  modefty,  yet  ma- 
ny of  their  cuftoms,  perhaps,  are  more  immodeft  in  appearance 
than  in  reality.  The  ufual  way  of  exprefling  their  rcfpcft  to 
ftrangers  is  by  uncovering  themfelves  to  the  middle;  and  a  ce- 
remony of  a  (imilar  kind,  but  exprefhve  only  of  refpcft,  was 
ufed  by  Oorattao,  a  woman  of  rank,  who  vifited  Mr.  Banks. 
After  laying  down  feveral  plantain  leaves,  a  man  brought  a 
large  bundle  of  cloth,  of  the   manufacfture  of  that   country, 

which 
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which  having  opened,  he  fpr«icl  it  piece  by  piece  upon  the  A.  D-. 
ground,  in  the  fpacc  between  Mr.  Banks  and  his  vifitants. 'V^i^* 
There  were  in  all  nine  pieces,  but  having  fpread  three  pieces 
one  upon  another,  the  lady  came  forward,  and  ftepping  upon 
them,  took  up  her  garments  all  round  her  to  the  waift  j  (he 
then  turned  about  three  times  with  great  compofure  and  deli- 
beration, and  with  an  air  of  perfe6l  innocence  and  fimplicity, 
which  having  done,  flie  dropped  the  veil:  when  other  three 
pieces  were  fpread.  flie  repeated  the  fame  ceremony  ;  and  fo  the 
tJiird  time,  v»'hen  the  laft  three  pieces  were  laid  out ;  after 
which  the  cloth  was  again  rolled  up,  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
EanivS,  as  a  prefcnt  from  the  lady,  who,  v/itli  her  attending 
friend,  came  up,  faluted  him,  and  received  fuch  prefents  in  re- 
turn as  he  thought  proper  to  offer  them.  Examples  of  this  kind 
would  lead  us  to  believe,  that  the  indecency  of  the  natives  of 
Otaheite,  like  thai  of  moll  nations  who  have  made  fniall  ad- 
vancements in  the  arts  of  focial  life,  proceeds  lefs  from  a  natu- 
ral propeniity  to  voluptuous  excels,  than  from  their  imperfedl: 
notions  of  propriety.  As  what  has  appeared  in  them  a  flrong 
iiiciination  to  the  vice  of  dealing,  arifcs,  probably  in  fome  de- 
gree, from  their  limited  ideas  of  property,  fo  the  apparent  ii- 
centioufncfs  of  their  manners,  with  regard  to  the  fair  fex,  may 
proceed  from  a  want  of  thofe  cultivated  notions  of  iklicacy 
Avhith  prevail  in  poliihed  countries.  They  fee  nothing  indecent 
in  the  unreferved  intercourfe  of  the  fexes ;  among  them  Venus 
ii  the  goddefs  of  hoipitality  ;  her  worlhip  is  celebrated  without 
myik-ry ;  and  every  pailion  is  gratified  before  witnefTes,  without 
any  more  figns  of  fhame,  than  appears  in  other  countries  when 
people  alTociate  at  a  meal.  Yet  it  mufl:  not  be  diffembled,  that 
fome  of  their  cuftoms  difcover  a  certain  reSnement  in  fenfual 
plcafure,  which  is  the  chara£leriftic  of  a  degree  of  depravity 
that  could  hardly  be  expefted  in  their  fimple  (late  *. 

We  return  from  this  digrelTion,  in  which  we  have  endeavour- 
ed to  reduce  into  a  linall  compafs  the  various  accounts  of  Wal- 
lis.  Cook,  Fofter,  and  Bougainville,  concerning  the  manners 
and  charader  of  a  people,  whofe  dilcovery  is  one  of  the  molt 

*  Ildwkef'A',  II.  11;.     Boil"  tinvi!!e,  i^o,  &c. 
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A.  D.  brilliant  that  has  been  made  by  modern  navigation.  The  ifland, 
^1^9'  indeed,  is  more  interefting  to  the  philofopher  than  to  the  mer- 
chant, as  it  produces  nothing  that  can  be  converted  into  an  arti- 
cle of  diftant  traffic,  and  can  be  ufeful  only  in  affording  refrefli- 
inents  to  fliipping,  in  their  voyages  through  thole  feas.  Captain 
Cook  took  his  leave  of  Otaheite  the  13th  of  July,  1769,  ha- 
ving carried  with  him  Tupia,  one  of  the  natives,  who  informed 
him  that  four  of  the  nciglibouring  iilands  lay  at  the  diftance  of 
lefs  than  two  days  fail.  The  names  of  thefe  were  Ulietea,  Hya- 
heine,  Otaha,  and  Bolabola.  The  firft  is  about  twenty-one 
leagues  in  circuit.  Its  produ£lions  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  O- 
taheite,  nor  is  there  any  thing  to  diftinguifh  the  appearance  and 
manners  of  its  inhabitants  from  thofe  of  that  ifland.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  other  three,  as  well  as  of  the  fmall  iflands 
of  Tubal  and  Maurua-,  to  all  of  which,  as  they  lie  contiguous 
to  each  other,  captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of  the  Society 
Idands,  but  did  not  think  it  necelTary  to  diftinguifli  them  fepa- 
rately  by  any  other  names,  than  thofe  by  which  they  are  known 
to  the  natives.  They  are  fituated  between  the  latitudes  of  16 
degrees  10  minutes,  and  10  degrees  55  minutes  fouth,  and  be- 
tween the  longitudes  of  150  degrees  17  minutes,  and  152  de- 
.  grees  weft,  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  Ulietea  and  O- 
taha  lie  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  each  other,  and  arc 
both  inclofed  within  one  reef  of  coral  rocks,  fo  that  there  is 
no  palilige  for  Jhipping  between  them.  Ulietea  affords  a  great 
many  good  harbours  both  on  the  eaft  and  weft  fide  ;  the  en- 
trances into  them,  indeed,  are  but  narrow  ;  but  when  a  ihip  is 
once  in,  notliing  can  hurt  her.  The  northermoft,  on  the  weft 
fide,  in  which  the  Ihip  lay,  is  called  Ohamaneno  ;  the  channel 
leading  into  it  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  and  lies  be- 
tween two  low  flmdy  iflands.  This  harbour,  though  fmall,  is 
preferable  to  the  others,  becaufe  it  is  fituated  in  the  moft  fertile 
part  of  the  ifland,  and  where  frelh  water  is  eafily  to  be  got. 
Otaha  alfo  affords  two  good  harbours,  one  on  the  eaft  fide  and 
the  other  on  the  v/cft.  The  ifland  of  Bolabola  lies  north-weft 
and  by  weft  from  Otaha,  diftant  about  four  leagues.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  reef  of  rocks,  and  feveral  fmall  iflands,  in  com- 
pafs  together  about  eight  leagues.  This  ifland  is  rendered  re- 
markable 
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nvarkable  by  a  high  craggy  hill,  which  appears  to  be  almofl  A.  D. 
perpendicular,  and  terminates  at  the  top  in  two  peaks,  one!7'^9» 
higher  than  the  other.  The  captain  did  not  take  time  to  exa- 
mine the  harbours,  but  underftood  that  Bolabolais  not  deficient 
in  this  particular.  The  illand  of  Houaheine  is  fituated  in  the 
latitude  of  16  degrees  43  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  150  de- 
grees 52  minutes  weft,  diftant  from  Otaheitc  about  thirty-one 
leagues,  and  about  Ceven  leagues  in  compafs.  The  harbour, 
which  is  called  by  the  natives  Owalle,  lies  on  the  weft  fide, 
tinder  the  northernn:oft  high  land.  The  climate  is  more  forward 
than  that  of  Otaheite,  and  the  country  abounds  with  provifions. 
The  inhabitants  of  all  thefe  iflands  treated  the  Englifh  with  the 
moft  courteous  hofpitality  ;  and  tcftified  great  forrow  at  the  de- 
parture of  their  guefts,  which,  however,  did  not  take  place  till 
captain  Cook  had,  with  the  ufual  formality,  taken  pofl^eflion  of 
their  territories  in  the  name  of  his  majefty  King  George. 

The  captain  left  thefe  ftiores  the  9th  of  Auguft,  i  769,  and 
met  with  nothing  remarkable  in  his  courfe  till  the  13th  about 
noon,  when  he  faw  land  bearing  fouth-eaft,  which  Tupia  told 
him  was  an  illand  called  Oheteroa.  It  is  fituated  in  the  latitude 
of  22  degrees  27  minutes  fouth,  and  in  the  longitude  of  150 
degrees  47  minutes  weft,  about  thirteen  miles  in  circuit,  and 
the  land  rather  high  than  low,  but  neither  populous  nor  fertile 
■in  proportion  to  the  other  iflands  which  had  been  difcovered  in 
thofe  feas.  The  chief  produce  feems  to  be  a  tree  of  which  they 
make  their  weapons,  called  in  their  language  Etoa  ;  many  plan- 
tations of  it  were  feen  along  the  (hore,  Vv'hich  is  not  furrounded, 
like  the  neighbouring  iflands^  by  a  reef.  The  fiiip,  or  boats, 
made  the  whole  circuit  of  ',i:ieteroa,  and  found  there  was  nei- 
ther harbour  nor  anchorage  about  it;  and  thehoftile  difpofition 
of  the  natives  rendering  it  impoffible  to  land  without  bloodihed, 
tlie  captain  determined  not  to  attempt  it,  having  no  motive 
that  could  juftify  the  riCk  of  lit  •; 

Tupia  mentioned  feveral  iflands  lying  at  different  diftanccs 
and  in  different  directions  from  this,  between  the  fouth  and  the 
north-Vv'eft;  and  that,  at  the  diftance  of  three  days  f.iil,  thr;r^ 
was  an  ifland  called  Mancoa,  or  Bird  luand.  But  fo  many  dif- 
coveries  of  this  kind  had  already  been  mad;',  tliat  tho  captain 
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A.  D-  purpofed  to  fpend  no  more  time  in  fearch  of  i (lands,  only  in  exr- 
I'jCh).  aminlng  thofe  whicli  he  happened  to  fall  in  with  during  his 
courfe,  and  to  proceed  fouthward  in  fearch  of  a  continent. 
After  a  navigation  of  above  fix  weeks  land  was  difcovered, 
v/hich  became  the  fubjetlof  much  eager  converiation,  it  being  ge- 
nerally believed  to  be  the  Terra  AuJiraVts  Incognita  It  was  indeed 
the  coafl  of  New  Zealand,  which,  ever  fmce  it  had  been  dif- 
covered by  the  Dutch  navigator  Tafman,  in  1642,  has  palTed 
with  mod  geographers  for  a  part  of  the  g^reat  fouthern  conti- 
nent. But  captain  Cook  difcovered  that  New  Zealand  confifted 
of  two  iflands,  divided  by  a  Streight  which  is  called  after  his 
name,,  and  fituated  between  the  latitudes  of  34  degrees  22  mi- 
nutes and  47  degrees  25  minutes  fouth,  and  between  the  longi- 
tudes of  166  degrees  and  180  degrees  eall.  This  indefatigable 
navigator  employed  almofl  fix  months  in  fully  exploring  the 
coaiU  of  both  iflands,  of  which  he  dillinguiflied  the  feveral 
bays,  rivers,  capes,  &c.  by  particular  names.  The  firft  place 
wh^re  he  anchored,  on  the  northernmoft  ifland,  he  called  Po- 
verty Bay,  becaufe  he  found  in  it  no  refreihments,  nor  any  thing 
except  wood  neceffary  for  a  flrlp.  From  hence  he  proceeded 
fouthward  almoll  to  the  forty-firft:  degree  of  latitude  ;  and  then 
reverfmg  his  courfe,  failed  to  the  north-eaftern  point  of  land, 
and  the  breaded  part  of  the  whole  ifland.  He  afterwards  an- 
chored in  a  port,  fituated  in  latitude  56  degrees  54  minutes  fouth, 
and  in  longitude  1 84  degrees  4  minutes  weft,  which,  as  he  here 
made  an  obfervation  of  the  tranfit  of  Mercury  over  the  fun,  he 
called  Mercury  Bay.  The  river  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 
head  of  this  bay  he  called  the  Thames,  on  account  of  its  re- 
femblance  to  the  Englifii  river  of  that  name.  The  banks  of  this 
river  are  reprefented  as  the  mod  eligible  place  in  thofe  iflands 
for  fettling  a  colony.  More  to  the  north-weft  is  the  Bay  of 
Iflands,  fo  named  from  the  great  number  of  little  iflands  that 
line  its  fliores,  forming  feveral  harbours  equally  fafe  and  com- 
modious, where  there  is  depth  and  room  for  any  number  of 
fliipping.  Captain  Cook,  in  doubling  the  northern  extremity 
ef  New  Zealand,  met  with  a  gale  of  wind,  which,  for  its 
flrength  and  continuance  was  fuch  as  he  had  never  experienced 
befure.     He  was  three  weeks  in  making  ten  leagues^  and  five 
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weeks  in  making  fifty.  Having  doubled  this  cape  he  proceeded  A.  D. 
along  the  weftern  fhore,  which  is  extremely  barren,  conlifting  1769. 
of  banks  of  white  fand,  and  which  he  therefore  called  the  De- 
fcrt  Coaft.     The  fouthern  part  of  this  coaft  bends  towards  the 
weH:,  and  is  diftinguillied  by  a  remarkably  high  peak  of  a  moft 
majtilic  appearance,  covered  with  perennial  fnow.     This  peak, 
which  received  the  name  of  Mount  Egmont,  is  furrounded  by  a 
fiat  country  of  a  pleafant  appearance,  cloathed* with  wood  and 
verdure.      Having  coafled  this  (liore,  the  captain  entered  the 
Streight  which  divides  the  northern  from  the  Ibutherji  ifland. 
The  latter  underwent  a  very  accurate  furvey.     On  the  eaftern 
co.ilt  he  difcovered  a  fmall  ifland  of  a  circular  form,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  43  degrees  44  minutes  fouth,  which  he  called  Banks's 
liland.     Proceeding  fouthward  he  found  the  extremity  of  the 
land  almoft  feparated  from  the  reft,  it  being  joined  by  a  long- 
and  narrow  ifthmus.     The  fouth-eaft  fide  is  of  very  dangerous 
navigation^  on  account  of  the  ridges  of  rocks  v/hich  rife  for 
many  leagues  out  of  the  fea.   But  the  weftern  extremity  affords 
a  commodious  bay,  with  many  harbours  and  coves  fcattered  on 
different  parts  of  it,  where  good  anch.orage  rnay  be  found.     On 
the  f.iore,  the  foil  is  a  deep  black  mold,  formed  of  decayed  ve- 
getables.    The  trees  gradually  diminiih  in  height  and  circumfr- 
lence,  in  receding  from  the  fr.ore,  contrary  to  what  is  obferved 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.     The  captain  having  left  the  above 
mentioned  bay,  (which  he  called  Z)/£,/?'_y  Bay),  proceeded  along 
the  weftern  coaft,  and  entered  Cook's  Streights  by  the  fouth- 
weft  point  of  land,  behind  which  he  anchored  in  a  fine  har- 
bour, Y/hich  he  named  Admiralty  Bay.     A  little  more  to  the 
eaftward  is  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  the   entrance   of  which 
lies  in  latitude  41  degrees  fouth,  longitude  175  degrees  25  mi- 
nutes eaft.  This  foisnd  is  three  leagues  broad  at  its  mouth,  and 
contains  a  colleftion  of  the  fineft  harbours  in  the  world.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  fmall  iflands  lying  at  the  entrance,  and 
the  land  about  it  is  fo  high  as  to  be  ken  at  the  diftance  of  twen- 
ty leagues.     Here  the  failors  caught  near  three  hundred  weight 
of  fifli,  and  found  wood  and  water  in  abundance.    The  captain 
ordered  the  water-caiks  to  be  filled  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
prepared  to  leave  New  Zealand  on  the  30th  of  March,  having 
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A.  D.  circumnavigated  the  whole  coall,  and  made  frequent  excurfions 

^7^'J-  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country. 

Thefe  iflands  produce  no  quadrupeds  but  dogs  and  rats  j 
there  are  few  fpecies  of  birds,  and  of  thofe  none,  except  per- 
haps the  gannet,  is  the  fame  with  thofe  of  Europe.  For  this 
fcarcity  of  animals  upon  the  land,  the  fea  makes  an  abundant 
recompence ;  every  creek  fwarming  with  fifli,  equally  whole- 
fome  and  delicickus.  The  fliip  feldom  anchored  in  any  flation, 
or  with  a  light  gnle  pafled  any  place,  which  did  not  afford 
enough  of  fiih  with  hook  and  line  to  ferve  the  whole  (hip/s 
company ;  the  feine  feldom  failed  of  producing  a  ftill  more 
ample  fupply  ;  and  the  variety  of  fpecies  was  equal  to  the  plen- 
ty. There  are  mackarel  of  many  kinds,  one  of  which  is  exactly 
the  fame  as  we  have  in  England ;  and  the  other  fpecies  of  fifli 
unknown  to  the  European  (eas,  were  diftinguiflied  by  the  names 
of  thofe  kinds  to  which  they  bear  the  neareft  refemblance,  and 
they  do  honour  to  the  comparifon.  Among  the  vegetable  pro- 
ductions of  New  Zealand,  the  trees  claim  a  principal  place ; 
there  being  forefts  of  vaft  extent,  full  of  the  ftraighteft,  the 
cleancfli  and  the  largeft  timber,  any  where  to  be  feen.  The 
trees  here,  however,  are  too  hard  and  too  heavy  to  be  made 
into  m?.fl:s  •,  but  for  every  other  purpofe  they  feem  to  be  exceed- 
ingly fit,  on  account  of  their  fize,  their  grain,  and  their  appa- 
rent durabiliry.  There  are  few  eatable  vegetables  in  New  Zea- 
land, except  wild  celery,  and  a  kind  of  crefies,  which  grow 
in  great  abundance  upon  all  parts  of  the  fea-lhore.  Of  the  ef- 
i;ulent  plants  raiicd  by  cultivation,  there  are  only  yams,  fweet 
potatoes,  and  cocoas.  Gourds  are  cultivated  by  the  natives  for 
the  fake  of  the  fruit,  which  furnilhes  them  with  vefiels  for  va- 
iiousufes.  There  is  a  plant  that  fervea  the  inhabitants  inflead 
of  hemp  and  flax,  which  excels  all  that  are  put  to  the  fame 
purpofes  in  other  countries.  Of  this  plant  there  are  two  forts; 
the  leaves  of  both  relemble  thofe  of  flags,  but  their  flowers 
are  imalier,  and  their  cluilers  more  numerous  •,  on  one  kind 
tliey  are  yellow,  on  the  other  a  deep  red.  Of  the  leaves  of 
thefe  plants,  with  very  little  preparation,  they  rtiake  all  their 
common  apparel,  as  well  as  their  firings,  lines  and  cordage  for 
zvcry  purpofe,  which  are  fo  much  fcrjnger  than  a;iy  thing  we. 
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can  make  with  hemp,  that  they  will  not  bear  a  comparifon.  A.  D. 
Of  the  leaves  of  this  plant,  without  any  other  preparation  than  1769. 
that  of  fplitting  them  into  proper  breadths,  and  tying  the  ftripes 
together,  they  make  their  filliing  nets,  fome  of  which  are  of 
an  enormous  fize. 

J'rom  the  populoufnefs  of  the  fea-coafls,  it  was  at  firft  ima* 
gincd,  that  the  natives  of  New  Zealand  were  extremely  nume- 
rous.   But  it  was  afterwards  found,  that  the  interior  parts  were 
intirely  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  or  very  thinly  peopled  ;  for  the 
principal  food  of  the  New  Zcalanders  confifting  in   fifli,  they 
are  afraid  to  remove  to  a  great  diftance  from  the  chief  fource  of 
their  fubfiftence.     The  flefli  of  dogs,  and  the  few  vegetables 
above-mentioned  are  the  only  fuccedaneum  they  have  to  fupport 
life;  fo  that  when  the  dry  ftock  fails  in  the  feafon  when  few  flfli 
are  caught,  the  diftrefs  is  dreadful ;  and  this  calamity,  which  too 
often  happens,  accounts  for  a  practice  prevalent  in  New  Zea- 
land of  fortifying  every  village  with  the  utmoft  care,  and  the 
horrid  cullom  of  eating  thofe  who  are  killed  in  battle.     The 
New  Zealanders  rather  exceed  the  European   fize ;  are  ftout, 
well  limbed  and  flefliy ;  exceedingly  a6live  and  vigorous ;  and 
difcover  great  manual  dexterity  in  all  the  arts  to  which  they  ap- 
ply.    Their  colour  refembles  the  brown  hue  of  the  Spaniards ; 
the  women  have  not  a  feminine  delicacy  in  their  appearance, 
but  their  voice  is  remarkably  foft ;  and  by  this  they  are  princi- 
pally diftinguiilied,  the  drefs  of  both  fexes  being  the  fame.  This 
drefs  is  to  a  Granger  the  moft  uncouth  that  can  be  imagined. 
It  is  made  of  the  leaves  of  the  hemp  plant,  fplit  into  three  or 
four  flips,  interwoven  with  each  other  into  a  kind  of  ftufF  be- 
tween netting  and  cloth,  with  all  the  ends,  which  are  eight  or 
nine  inches  long,  hanging  out  on  the  upper  fide.     Of  this  fin- 
gular  cloth  two  pieces  ferve  for  a  complete  drefs  ;  one  of  them 
is  tied  over  their  flaoulders  with  a  firing,  and  reaches  as  low  as 
the  knees ;  to  the  end  of  this  firing  is  faftened  a  bodkin  of  bone, 
which  is  eafily  faftened  through  any  two  parts  of  this  upper  gar- 
ment to  keep  them   together.     The  other  piece  of  cloth,  or 
lov/er  garment,  is  wrapped  round  the  waift,  and  reaches  nearly 
to  the  ground.     When  they  have  only  the  upper  garment  en, 
(for  the  lower  is  net  fo  confbantly  worn),  and  fit   upon  their 
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A.  D.  hams,    they   bear  a   refemblance   to  a   thatched  houfe  j   but 
^1^9'  however  ugly  their  drefs,  it  is  a  proper  defence  againft  the  in- 
clemencies of  the  weather  to  men  who  often  Ileep  in  the  open 
air. 

Thefe  people  being  inured  to  war,  and  acciiflromed  to  confi- 
der  every  itranger  as  an  enemy,  were  always  difpofed  to  attack 
the  Englifli  until  they  were  intimidated  by  their  manifeft  fuperi- 
ority.  But  when  they  were  convinced  of  the  power  of  fire- 
arms, and  obferved  the  clemency  of  their  enemies  in  forbearing 
to  make  ufe  of  thefe  dreadful  weapons,  except  in  their  own  de- 
fence, they  became  at  once  friendly  and  afFedlionate ;  and  when 
an  intercourfe  was  efcabliflied,  were  rarely  detected  in  any  act 
of  diflionefty.  They  excel  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  as  much 
in  modefty,  as  they  fall  fhort  of  them  in  the  cieanlinefs  of  their 
perfons,  and  the  convenience  of  their  habitations.  Tiie  women, 
however,  were  not  impregnable  ;  but  the  terms  and  manner  of 
compliance  were  as  decent  as  thofe  in  marriage  among  us,  and 
according  to  their  notions,  the  agreement  was  as  innocent.  The 
confent  of  friends  was  necefTary  to  obtain  the  perfonal  favours 
of  a  young  woman,  and  by  the  influence  of  a  proper  prefent 
this  confent  might  generally  be  obtained. 

The  ingenuity  of  thefe  people  appears  principally  in  tlie  con- 
Itruclion  and  managem.ent  of  their  canoes,  and  in  whatever  re- 
lates to  war  or  filliing.  The  larger  canoes  are  68  feet  long,  5 
feet  broad,  and  3  and  a  half  feet  deep  ;  each  fide  conhfting  of 
one  intire  plank  63  feet  long,  fitted  and  laflied  to  the  bottom 
with  great  dexterity  and  flrength.  They  have  no  defenfive 
armour  ;  although  they  have  a  great  variety  of  thofe  which  are 
fitted  for  deftruction.  The  principal  of  thefe  are  Ipears,  darts, 
b.nttle-axes,  and  the  patoo-patoo,  which  is  faftened  to  their 
wrifls  by  a  flrong  ftrap,  left  it  Chould  be  wrenched  from  them, 
and  which  the  principal  people  generally  wear  iticking  to  their 
girdles,  confidering  it  as  a  military  ornament,  and  part  of  their 
drefs,  like  the  poniard  of  the  Afiatic,  and  the  fword  of  the 
European.  Tillage,  weaving,  and  the  other  arts  of  peace  feem 
to  be  beft  known  and  miOft  praftifed  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
country.  They  have  an  inftrument  which  fcrves  at  once  for 
fpade  and  plough.     The  ground  is  rendered  as  fmooth  as  in  a 
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garden,  and  every  root  has  its  fmall  hillock,  ranged  in  a  regular  A.  D. 
quincunx  by  lines,  which  were  feen  with  the  pegs  remaining  in  I77^» 
the  ground.  The  religion,  government  and  language  of  the 
New  Zealanders  bear  a  remaricable  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the 
natives  of  Otaheite.  Tupia  underftood  their  difcourfe,  and  was 
perfe£lly  underftood  by  them.  This  ilmilarity  of  dialogue  proves 
a  common  origin  ;  but  which  of  the  two  ccHintries  was  firfl: 
peopled  -y  whether  they  were  peopled  from  one  another,  or  both 
from  fome  more  ancient  mother-land  ;  and  what  this  land  is — • 
are  queflions  which  in  all  probability  will  never  be  refolved- 

Captain  Cook  failed  from  New  Zealand  the  31ft  of  March, 
1770,  and  made  the  coaffc  of  New  Holland  the  i9Lh  of  April. 
It  was  in  latitude  37  degrees  58  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude 
210  degrees  39  minutes  weft,  when  he  firft  difcovered  land. 
The  fouthernmofi:  point  of  land  in  fight  at  this  time  was  judged 
to  lie  In  latitude  38  degrees,  longitude  21 1  degrees  7  minutes, 
beyond  which,  although  the  v/eather  was  very  clear,  nothing 
could  be  obferved.  The  great  body  of  Van  Diemen's  land, 
however,  ought,  according  to  the  maps,  to  have  borne  due 
i'outh  ;  but  the  captain  not  having  Cccn  it,  does  not  determine 
whether  it  joins  the  point  now  difcovered  or  not.  Standing  to 
tlie  northward  he  obferved  a  bay,  which  feemed  to  be  well  ihel- 
tered  from  all  winds,  and  into  v/hich  he  determined  to  go  with 
the  fliip.  There  he  anchored  in  the  afternoon  under  the  fouth 
iliore,  about  tv.-o  miles  within  the  entrance,  in  fix  fathom  wa- 
ter, the  foutli  point  bearing  fouth-eaft,  and  the  north  point  eafr. 
This  place  was  a-breaft  of  a  fmall  village  confifling  of  about 
fix  or  eight  houfes  ;  and  while  the  failors  were  preparing  to 
hoift  out  the  boat,  they  faw  an  old  woman,  follov/ed  by  three 
children,  come  out  of  a  wood.  She  was  loaded  with  fire- 
v/ood,  and  each  of  the  children  had  alfo  its  little  burden.  She 
often  looked  at  the  (l:iip,  but  exprefTed  neither  fear  nor  furprife. 
Some  canoes  returned  from  the  fiihing;  the  men  Innded,  and 
the  old  woman  having  kindled  a  fire,  they  began  to  drefs  their 
dinner,  to  all  appearjince  wholly  unconcerned  about  the  (liip. 
They  were  all  flark  naked,  the  woman  herfelf  being  deflitute 
even  of  a  fig  leaf.  It  was  natural  to  imagine  that  thefe  favages, 
who  feemed  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  fhip's  coming  into  the  bay, 

would 
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A.  D.  would  have  paid  as  little  attention  to  the  people's  coming  on 
*77°'  fhore.  Bat  as  ibon  as  the  boat  approached  the  rocks,  two  of 
the  men  came  down  upon  them  to  defend  their  coafl,  arid  the 
rell  ran  away.  Each  of  the  two  champions  was  armed  with  a 
lance  about  ten  feet  long,  and  a  ihort  flick,  which  he  feemed 
to  handle  as  if  it  was  a  machine  to  affift  him  in  throwing  his 
lance.  They  called  out  in  a  loud  harfn  tone,  and  in  a  language 
■which  none  of  thofe  in  the  boat,  although  Tupia  was  of  the 
party,  underflood  a  fingle  word.  The  courage  of  thefe  Indi- 
ans was  remarkable,  as  they  were  but  two  againft  forty  in  the 
boat ;  which  the  captain  ordered  to  lie  on  her  oars,  while  he 
endeavoured  to  obtain  the  good-will  of  his  opponents  by  throw- 
ing them  nails,  beads,  and  other  trifles,  which  they  took  up, 
and  feemed  to  be  well  pleafed  with.  When  he  made  figns  to 
them  thac  the  fliip  wanted  water,  they  waved  with  their  hands, 
■which  he  interpreted  as  an  invitation  to  land.  But  this  was  not 
their  meaning,  for  when  the  boat  began  to  advance  they  renew- 
ed their  oppolition.  One  appeared  to  be  a  youth  of  nineteen 
or  twenty,  and  the  other  a  man  of  middle  age ;  both  of  fuch 
determined  obftinacy  that  it  was  neceflary  to  fire  a  mufket  be- 
tween them.  Upon  the  report  the  youngefl  dropped  a  bundle 
of  lances  upon  the  rock,  but  recolledling  himfelf  in  an  inftant, 
he  fnatched  them  up  again  with  great  hafte,  and  threw  a  flone 
at  the  boat.  A  fecond  mufl-cet  was  fired,  which  ftruck  (he  old- 
efl  on  the  legs,  who  immediately  ran  to  one  of  the  houfes  dif- 
tant  about  an  hundred  yards,  and  returned  with  a  fhield  or  tar- 
get for  his  defence.  A  third  muflict  v/as  lired  before  they  be- 
took themfelves  to  flight,  and  left  the  boat  mafter  of  the  fhore. 
Here  there  was  abundance  of  water,  and  fuch  a  variety  of 
plants,  that  the  captain  gave  it  the  name  of  Botany  Bay.  It 
lies  in  latituJe  34  degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  152  degrees  37 
minutes  eaft.  The  country  in  general  is  level,  low  and  woody. 
There  are  two  kinds  of  trees,  larger  than  the  Englifli  oak ; 
one  of  them  yields  a  reddifli  gum  like  fanguis  draconis^  and  the 
wood  is  heavy,  hard,  and  dark  coloured.  The  woods  abound 
with  birds  of  an  exquidte  beauty,  particularly  of  the  parrot 
kind  ;  and  crows  exactly  the  fame  with  thofe  in  England.  A- 
bout  the  head  of  the  harbour,  where  there  arc  large  flats  of 
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fand  and  mud,  there  is  great  plenty  of  water-fovvl ;  and  on  the  A.  D, 
banks  themfelves  are  vaft  quantities  of  oy(ters,  mufcles  and  coc-  177^* 
kles,  which  feem  to  be  the  principal  lubliftence  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  captain  having  left  this  place^  where  he  could  eftablifli 
no  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  proceeded  northwards  in  order 
to  examine  the  eafi:ern  coafl:  of  New  Holland,  and  to  diflinguidi 
by  name  the  more  remarkable  places  that  he  met  with  in  his 
voyage.  Having  paffed  what  he  called  Hervey's  Bay,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  Mangrove  trees,  he  anchored  in  Buftard  Bay,  in  la- 
titude 24  degrees  4  minutes  fouth,  longitude  151  degrees  42  mi- 
nutes eaft.  He  gave  it  that  name  from  the  great  numbers  of 
birds  of  the  buftard  fpecies,  as  large  as  turkeysj  one  of  which 
weighed  feventeen  pounds  and  a  half,  and  was  the  moft  delicate 
bird  that  had  been  met  with  during  the  whole  voyage.  Here 
are  oyfters  in  great  numbers,  and  of  various  kinds;  among 
others  the  hammer  oyfiier,  and  abundance  of  fmall  pearl  oyfters. 
And  captain  Cook  fays,  that  if  in  deep  water  there  is  equal 
plenty  of  fuch  oyfters  at  their  full  growth,  a  pearl  fifhery  might 
be  eftablifhed  to  very  great  advantage.  Proceeding  about  two 
degrees  farther  north,  he  anchored  again  in  Thirjly  Sound. 
From  the  great  variation  in  the  needle,  when  brought  on  fliore, 
and  from  feveral  other  obfervations  at  this  place,  it  feems  pro- 
bable that  iron  ore  abounds  in  the  hills.  Along  the  whole  coaft 
the  fea  conceals  fnoals,  which  fuddenly  project  from  the  Ihore, 
and  rocks  that  rife  abruptly  like  a  pyramid  from  the  bottom. 

Off  Cape  Tribnlaik/ti  which  lieS  in  latitude  16  degtees  6  mi- 
nutes fouth,  and  longitude  146  degrees  39  minutes  eart,  our  in- 
trepid and  hitherto  fuccefsful  adventurers  were  expofed  to  thJ 
mofl  imminent  danger.  On  the  loth  of  June,  at  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  the  fliip  fuddenly  ftruck  againfl  a  coral  rock,  and  be- 
came immoveable,  except  by  the  heaving  of  the  fdrge,  which. 
beating  her  againft  the  craggs  of  the  rock  on  which  ihe  lav, 
caufed  fo  violent  a  concufTion  that  it  v/as  with  the  Utmoll  diffi- 
culty any  one  on  board  could  ftand  on  his  legs.  At  the  dawn 
of  day  land  appeared  at  eight  leagues  diftance,  without  atiy 
ifland  in  the  intermediate  fpace  upon  which  they  might  be  fet  on 
fhore  by  the  boats,  and  afterwards  proceed  to  the  main,  if  ths 
lliip  fliould  go  to  pieces:  the  wind,  however,  died  away,  till  \z 
'  Vol.  IV.  E  r  becaioe 
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A.  D.  became  a  dead  calm,  by  which  the  fliip  efcaped  inftant,  and 
i-770.otLerwife  inevitable,  deitruction.  At  eleven  in  the  lorenoon  it 
was  high  water,  but  fo  much  fhorter  was  the  day-tide  than 
that  of  the  night,  that  notwithftanding  the  fliip  had  been  light- 
ened near  fifty  tons,  flie  did  not  float  by  a  foot  and  a  half.  Thus^ 
difappointed,  they  proceeded  to  lighten  her  ft dl  mere,  by  throw- 
ing overboard  every  thing  chat  could  poihbly  be  {pared,  i  he  wa- 
iter now  began  to  ruflx  in  to  faft,  that  two  pumps  could  fcarcely 
)teep  her  free.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  the  tide  again  began  to 
rife,  and  with  it  the  leak  incrcifed  fo  faft  that  it  was  neceflavy 
t-o  man  two  more  pumps,  of  which  one  only  could  be  wrought. 
Three  of  the  pumps,  however,  being  kept  going,  the  fl)ip  righted 
nt  nine  ;  but  by  thistimethe  leak  liad  gained  foconGderabiy,  that 
it  was  imagined  flie  muft  go  to  the  bottom  as  foon  as  Ihe  ceafed- 
to  be  fiipportsd  by  the  rock.  The  floating  of  the  fhip  therefore 
"was  "anticipated,  not  as  an  earneft  of  deliverance,  but  as  a  forerun- 
ner of  deftrucT::on.  The  boats  were  not  capable  of  carrying  all 
on  fliore,  where,  fhould  any  of  the  crew  be  able  to  arrive,  their 
fate  would  be  ftill  more  melancholy  than  that  of  thofe  who  pe- 
pilhed  in  the  fliipwreck.  Banifked  on  a  coaft  where  even  nets 
artd  fire-arms  could  fcarcely  furnifli  the  means  of  fubliftence^ 
,  and  pofleffing  the  means  of  no  effedlual  defence  again  ft  the  na- 
tives, they  mufl:  fpeedily  fall  a  prey  to  indigence  or  ferocity,  or 
Janguifli  during  the  remainder  of  life  in  a  defolate  wildernefs, 
without  the  hope  of  any  domeftic  comfort,  and  cut  off"  fron^ 
ijje  fociety  of  men.  To  thofe  only  who  have  waited  in  fuch  a 
fufpence,  death  has  approached  in  his  wildeft  terrors.  V/hile 
every  one  was  reading  his  own  fenfatioa  in  the  countenance  of 
his  companions  the  finp  floated,  and  was  heaved  into  deep  wa* 
ter.  It  was  no  fmall  confolation  to  find  that  flic  did  not  now 
admit  more  water  than  fiie  had  done  upon  the  rock-  By  th& 
gaining  of  the  leak  upon  the  pumps  there  were  no  lefs  than 
three  feet  nine  inches  water  in  the  hold  ;  and  the  men  having 
endured  excefiive  fatigue  of  body,  and  agitation  of  mind,  for 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  having  but  little  hope  of  fuc- 
ceeding  at  laft,  began  to  flag,  when  this  favourite  circumftance 
again  animated  their  vigour,  and  made  them  exert  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary eftbrts.  But  none  of  them  could  work  at  the  pumps 
above  five  or  fix  minutes  together,  and  then,  being  totally  ex- 
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Tiaufted,  they  threw  themfelves  down  upon  the  deck,  though  a  A.  D. 
ftream  of  water  was  running  over  it  from  the  pumps   feveral  '  11^' 
inches  deep.    When   thofs  who  fucceeded   them  had  worked 
their  fpell,  and  were  exhaufted  in  their  turn,  thev  threw  them- 
selves down  in  the  fame  manner,  and  the  others  flarting  uprt:- 
newed  their  labour.     At  eleven    o'clock  a  breeze  from  the  Tea 
fpringing  up,  the  Oiip  was  got  under  fail,  and  fiood  for  the  land. 
The  exadl:  lituation  of  the  leak  could   not  be    difcovered,  and 
t-herefore   it   was    impofiible    to    flop    it    within,    and   it   was 
as  impolTible  to  continue  that  degree  of  labour,  by    wliich'  the 
pumps  liad  been    made  to  v/ork.     In  this  fituation  a  happy  ex- 
pedient was  adopted.     It  is  called   fothering   the  fiiip,  and  is 
done  by  taking  a  large   fluddiiig-fail,  on  which    a  quantity  of 
oakum    and   wool   chopped    firiall  and    mixed   together,     wjfis 
ftitched  down  in  handfids  as  lightly  as  pofTible;  over    this  the 
dung  of  flieep  and  other  filth  was  fpread  ;  and  the  fail,    thus 
prepared,  was  hauled  under  the-  fliip's  bottom  by  ropes,  which 
-kept  it  e/.tended.     When   it  came  under  the  leak,  the  fuQion* 
which  carried  in  the  water,  carried   in  with  it  the  oakum   and 
Wool  from  the  furface  of  the  fail,  which  in  other  parts  the  wa- 
ter was  not  fufficiently  agitated  to  wafli  off.     This  contrivance 
fucceeded  fo  happily,  that  one  pump  was  able  to  reduce  the 
water  from  the  leak-,  and  fo  fufceptible  are  ma-nkind  of  fuddea 
joy  whenever  {o  pat-tially  relieved  from  inaminent  danger,  thai 
fcarcely  greater  tranfport  could  have  been  felt,  if  they  had  been 
arrived  into  a  fafe  harbour,  than  this  faveurable  alteration  occa- 
fjoned.     At  fix  in  ihe  evening   the  fliip  was  brought  to  an    an- 
chor for  the  night  in  feventeen  fathom  water,  at  the  diftancc  of 
feven  leagues  from  the  ihore,  and  one  from  the  ledge  of  rocks 
upon  which  fiie  had  ftruck.    The  next  morning  (lie  came  to  an 
anchor  within  two  miles  of  the  fliore,  no  harbour  having  been 
difcovered,     But  the  day  following  was  mofl  propitious   by  thq 
difcovery  of  a  harbour  to  leeward,  mod  excellently  adapted  to 
the   purpofe  for  which  it  was  wanted  ;  and   what  was    no   lefs 
fortunate  than  remarkable,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  voyage 
no  place   had  been  feen  which  would  have  afforded    the  fame 
relief  to  the  fliip  in  the  fituation  fhe  then  was.     Three  whole 
days  intervened  before   a  favourable  wind  arofe  to  carry  them 
jnty  their  delUucd  haven,  in  which  time  they  found  leifure  and  in- 
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A-  D.  cliriation  to  refleifl,  that  there  was  nothing  but  a  loclc  of  woo?, 
*77P"  between  them  and  deftruction.  At  length  thefe  buffeted  adven- 
turers fet  their  impatient  feet  on  land,  after  giving  the  ftrongeft 
proof  of  a  manly,  inflexible  firmnefs  ;  for,  lays  captain  Cook, 
«'  Upon  this  occafion  I  mult  obferve,  both  in  juftice  and  gra- 
f<  titude  to  the  (liip's  company  and  the  gentlemen  on  board, 
"  that,  although  in  the  midft  of  our  diftrcfs,  everyone  feemed 
«'  to  have  a  juft  ienfe  of  his  danger,  yet  no  paffionate  exclama- 
''  tions  or  frantic  geftures  were  heard  or  fec-n  j  every  one  ap- 
**  peared  to  have  the  moft  perfedt  poffeffion  of  his  mind,  and 
*•  every  one  exerted  hirnfelf  to  the  utmoft  with  a  quiet  and 
*<  patient  perfeverance,  equally  diflant  from  the  tumultuous 
<«  voice  of  terror,  and  the  gloorny  inactivity  of  defpair  *.'* 
Their  change  of  fituation  was  now  vifible  in  every  countenance, 
for  it  was  mofi.  fenfibly  felt  in  every  breafl.  They  had  failed 
three  hundred  and  fixty  lecgues,  with  a  man  continually  in  the 
chains  heaving  the  lead,  which  perhaps  never  happened  to  any 
other  veird.  They  had  been  theee  months  entangled  among 
Ihoals  and  rocks  that  every  moment  threatened  them  with  de- 
iiruQion  ;  frequently  palling  the  night  at  anchor,  within  hear- 
ing of  the  furge  that  broke  over  them  ;  fometimes  driving  to- 
■wards  it  even  while  their  anchors  were  out,  and  knowing  that 
if  by  any  accident,  to  which  an  almoft:  continual  tempeft  expo- 
fed  them,  they  fhould  not  hold),  every  perlon  on  board  mull 
inevitably  periili. 

The  harbour  which  afforded  them  relief  in  this  extreme 
emergency,  they  named  after  their  veffel  Endeavour  River.  It 
lies  in  latitude  15  degrees  26  minutes  foutb,  and  its  longitude 
by  obfervation  is  214  degrees  42  minutes  30  feconds  weft.  It  is 
only  a  fmall  bar  harbour,  or  creek,  which  runs  in  a  winding 
channel  three  or  four  leagues  inlahd,  and  at  the  head  of  which 
there  is  a  fmall  brook  of  frefli  water.  There  is  not  depth  of 
water  for  ih.ipping  above  a  mile  within  the  bar,  and  at  this  dil- 
tance  only  on  the  north  fide,  where  the  bank  is  fo  fteep  for  near 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  that  a  flnp  may  lie  afloat  at  low  Avater,  fo 
«ear  the  fhore  as  to  reach  it  with  a  flep,  and  the  fituation  is 
extremely  convenient  for  heaving  down  ;  but  at  low  water  the 
depth  upon  the  bar  is  not  more  than  nine  or  ten  feet,  nor  more 
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4than  17  or  1 8  at  the  height  of  the  tide ;  the  difFerence  between  A.  D. 
high  and  low  water  at  i'pring  tides,  being  about  9  feet.  At  i??^- 
the  time  of  new  and  full  moon  it  is  high  water  between  9  and 
10  o'clock.  This  part  of  the  coaft  is  fo  barricaded  with  fhoals 
as  to  make  the  harbour  exceedingly  difEcult  of  accefs  ;  the  fafeft 
approach  is  from  the  fouthward,  keeping  the  main  land  clofe 
upon  the  board  all  the  way  ;  and  the  fituation  of  the  harbour 
may  always  be  found  by  the  latitude,  which  has  been  very  accu- 
rately laid  down. 

The  captain  having  refitted  at  this  place,  where  the  principal 
refrediment  to  be  procured  was  turtle,  and  a  plant  called  in  the 
"Weft  Indies,  Indian  kale,  fet  fail  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
to  examine  the  northern  extremity  of  the  country.  The  rocks 
and  fhoals  off  this  coafl  are  more  dangerous,  perhnps,  than  in 
any  part  of  the  globe  •,  for  here  are  reefs  of  coral  rifing  like  an 
immenfe  wall,  almoft  perpendicularly  out  of  the  fea  ;  always 
overflowed  at  high  water,  and  at  low  water  in  many  places, 
dry.  The  enormous  waves  of  the  vafl:  fouthern  ocean  meeting 
with  fo  abrupt  a  refiftance,  break  with  inconceivable  violence, 
in  a  furf  which  no  rocks  or  fforms  in  the  northern  hemifphere 
can  produce.  The  danger  of  navigating  the  unknown  parts  of 
this  ocean  was  greatly  increafed  to  our  adventurers,  by  their 
having  a  crazy  fnip,  and  being  fliort  of  provifions  and  every 
other  neceflary.  "  Yet,"  fays  captain  Cook,  "  the  diftindtion 
"  of  the  firfi:  difcoverers  made  us  chearfully  encounter  every 
«  danger,  and  fubmit  to  every  inconvenience ;  and  we  chofe 
"  rather  to  incur  the  cenfure  of  imprudence  and  temerity,  which 
*'  the  idle  and  voluptuous  fo  liberally  beflow  upon  unfuccefsful 
*'  fortitude  and  perfeverance,  than  leave  a  country  which  we 
**  had  difcovered,  unexplored,  and  give  colour  to  a  charge  of 
f  timidity  and  irrefolution  *." 

The  captain  refolved  to  keep  the  main  land  on  board  in  his 
future  route  to  the  northward  ;  becaufe,  if  he  had  gone  without 
the  reef,  it  might  have  carried  him  fo  far  from  the  coaft  as  to 
prevent  his  being  able  to  determine  whether  this  country  joined 
to  New  Guinea.  This  was  a  queftion  which  former  navigators 
had  left  undecided,  and  which  captain  Cook  was  determined  to 
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A.  D.  decide.  In  the  execution  of  this  enterprize,  he  braved  fuch 
^77<^'  dangers  as  would  have  appalled  the  refolution  of  any  man  whofe 
fpirit  for  difcovery  had  not  extinguifhed  all  regard  to  perfonal 
fafety.  He  found  the  two  countries  to  be  divided  by  a  narroNv 
fen,  or  ftreight,  the  north-eafl  entrance  of  which  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  lo  degrees  39  minutes  fouth,  and  in  the  longitude 
of  218  degrees  36  minutes  weft,  it  is  formed  by  the  northern 
extremity  of  New  Holland,  and  a  congeries  of  illands,  which, 
it  is  probable,  extend  all  the  way  to  New  Guinea.  Thefe 
iflinds  differ  very  much  in  height  and  circuit,  and  many  of 
them  Teemed  to  be  well  clothed  with  herbage  and  wood,  and 
well  peopled  with  inhabitants. 

To  this  channel  or  paflage  the  captain  gave  the  name  of  En- 
deavour Streights.  Its  length  from  north-caft  to  fouth-weft  i.s 
ten  leagues,  and  its  breadth  five  leagues,  except  at  thenorth-eall: 
entrance,  where  it  is  lefs  than  two  miles,  being  contracted  by 
the  iflands  which  ly  there.  On  one  of  thefe  iflands  the  captain 
took  poflelTion  of  the  eaftern  coaft  of  New  Holland,  from  the 
latitude  of  38  degrees  to  10  degrees  30  m.inutes  fouth,  in  the 
name  of  his  majefty  king  George  the  Third,  and  diftinguidied 
that  immenfe  extent  of  country  by  the  appellation  of  New  South 
Wales.  The  afcertaining  of  the  divifion  between  New  Holland 
and  New  Guinea  was  the  laft  difcovery  made  by  captain  Cook 
in  this  voyage.  He  was  now  arrived  in  feas  which  had  been 
already  navigated,  and  where  every  coaft  had  been  laid  dovvti 
by  Dutch  or  Spanifh  navigators.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  follow- 
ing this  judicious  and  enterprizing  adventurer  in  his  navigation 
to  the  iile  of  Java,  and  his  voyage  homeward,  it  is  proper  to 
look  back,  and  confider  the  information  that  may  be  derived 
from  his  difcoveries  relative  to  New  Holhnd. 

This  immenfe  ifland,  for  fuch  is  the  title  by  which  it  feems  to 
be  improperly  diftinguiilied,  exceeds  in  magtiitude  the  habitabie 
Xv.rts  of  the  continent  of  Europe;  extending  from  \o  degrees 
to  44  degrees  fouth,  between  1 10  degrees  and  154  degree?  eaft. 
It  received  the  name  of  Holland  from  its  having  been  chiefly 
explored  by  Dutch  navigators.  The  land  firft  difcovered  in  thofe 
parts  was  called  Eeendraghty  or  Concord  Land,  from  the  name 
cf  the   fliip   v/hich  made  the  difcovery  in  17 16.     Two  years 
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after,  another  part  of  this  coaft  was  difcovered  by  Zeachen,  A.  D. 
who  gave  it  the  name  of  Arnheim  and  Diemen,  though  a  diffe-  i??®* 
rent  part  from  wiiat  received  the  name  of  Diemen'a  Land  froiix 
Tafman  j  the  latter  being  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  ifland, 
whereas  the  former  lies  in  15  degrees  fouth.  Van  Meitz>  Car- 
penter, and  Dampier  difcovered  different  parts  of  the  coaft; 
but  our  information  derived  from  all  thefc  adventurers  was  no- 
thing in  comparifon  of  what  we  have  received  from  captain  Cook. 
The  whole  eaftern  coall  of  New  Holland  is  well  watered  by 
brooks  and  fprings,  but  there  are  no  great  rivers.  The  face  of 
the  country,  every  where  bleak  and  barren,  is  confiderably  Icfs 
fo  towards  the  fouth,  where  the  trees  are  taller,  and  iht  herbage 
richer  ;  but  no  underwood  is  any  where  to  be  feen.  There  are 
but  two  forts  of  timber  trees,  the  gum  tree  and  the  pine  ;  the 
efculent  plants  are  few,  but  there  are  a  variety  of  fuch  as  grati- 
fy the  curiofity  of  the  bntanift.  The  fpecies  of  birds  are  nume- 
rous, and  many  of  exquiliie  beauty.  Venomous  ferpents  abound, 
and  great  variety  of  reptiles,  moft  of  which  are  harmlcfs.  The 
greateft  natural  curiolity  in  this  country  is  the  ant,  of  which 
there  are  feveral  forts.  One  is  green,  and  builds  its  neft  upon- 
trees,  by  bending  down  the  leaves,  and  gluing  the  points  of 
them  together,  fo  as  to  form  a  purle.  The  vifcus  ufed  for  this 
purpofe  is  an  animal  juice,  which  nature  has  enabled  them  ta 
elaborate.  Thoufands  of  thefe  bufy  infetls  were  feen  r.fincr  z\l 
their  ftrength  to  hold  the  leaves  in  a  proper  pofition,  while  other 
induftrious  multitudes  were  employed  within,  in  applyin'^  the 
gluten.  «  To  fatisfy  ourfelves,'^  fays  captain  Cook,  "  that  the 
«»  leaves  were  bent  and  held  down  by  thefe  diminutive  artificers, 
*«  we  difturbed  them  in  their  work,  and  as  fooa  as  thev  were 
"  driven  from  their  ftation,  the  leaves  in  which  they  wtre  em- 
«'  ployed  fprung  up  with  a  force  much  greater  than  we  could 
*«  have  thought  them  able  to  conquer  by  any  combination  of 
"  their  ftrength.  But  though  we  gratified  our  curioGtv  at  tht'ic 
«'  expence,  the  injury  did  not  pafs  unrevenged,  for  tboufirnds 
«  immediately  threw  themfelves  upon  us,  and  gave  us  intolera- 
««  ble  pain  with  their  filings,  efpccially  thofe  which  took  poffef- 
«<  fion  of  our  necks  and  our  hair,  from  winch  they  were  not 
^?  eafily  driven."    There  is  another  fpecicSj  nolIlHing  ao  ^ower 
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A.  D.  of  tormenting,  and  refembling  the  white  ants  of  the  Eaft  In- 
177'^-dics.  Thefe  conftrud  nefts  upon  the  branches  of  trees  three  or 
four  times  as  big  as  a  man's  head;  the  materials  of  whiclv  are 
formed  of  fmall  parts  of  vegetables  kneaded  together  with  a 
glutinous  matter,  with  which  nature  has  furniflied  them.  Upon 
breaking  the  outfide  cruft  of  this  dwelling,  innumerable  cells, 
furnifhed  with  inhabitants,  appear  in  a  great  variety  of  winding 
direftions,  all  communicating  with  each  other,  and  with  feveral 
apertures  which  lead  to  other  nefls  upon  the  fame  tree.  They 
have  alfo  another  houfe  built  upon  the  ground,  generally  at  the 
root  of  a  tree,  and  formed  like  an  irregularly  fided  cone,  fome- 
times  more  than  fix  feet  high,  and  nearly  as  much  in  diameter* 
The  outfide  of  thefe  is  compofed  of  well  tempered  clay,  about 
two  inches  thick,  and  within  are  the  cells,  which  have  no  open- 
ing outward.  Between  thefe  two  dwellings,  one  of  which  is 
their  fummer,  and  the  other  their  winter  refidence,  there  is  a 
communication  by  a  large  avenue,  or  covered  way  leading  to 
the  ground  by  a  fubterraneous  pafiage.  The  fifh  here  are  of 
kinds  unknown  to  Europe,  except  the  fliell-fifli  and  the  m.ullet. 
Upon  the  flioals  and  reef  are  the  fined  green  turtle  in  the  world, 
and  oyfters  of  various  kinds,  particularly  the  rock  oyfter,  and 
the  pearl  oyftcr.     In  the  rivulets  and  fait  creeks  are  alligators. 

This  extenfive  country  is  very  thinly  inhabited,  and  that  by 
men  in  the  loweil  ftage  of  favage  life.  On  the  coafi:  the  natives 
never  appeared  in  larger  companies  than  thirty  together,  and  the 
ground  being  entirely  uncultivated,  they  drew  their  principal 
fubfiftence  from  the  fea.  It  is  probable  that  the  inland  parts  of  the 
country  are  totally  dcftitute  of  inhabitants.  The  only  tribe  with 
which  any  intercourfe  was  efl:ablifhed,  confided  of  21  perfons, 
12  men,  7  women,  a  boy  and  a  girl.  The  men  are  middle  fized, 
clean  limbed,  and  remarkably  vigorous  and  nimble.  Their 
countenances  are  exprefiive ;  their  voice  foft  and  effeminate; 
their  bodies  encrufted  with  dirt,  which  makes  them  appear  al- 
moft  as  black  as  negroes.  They  crop  their  black  hair,  and  keep 
their  beards  Ihort  by  finging  them.  The  women  were  never 
feen  but  at  a  diftance,  for  when  the  men  crofled  the  river  to  the 
fliip  they  left  them  behind.  Neither  fex  have  any  confcious 
leafe  of  indecency  in  difcovering  the  whole  body.  They  recei- 
ved 
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ved  the  things  that  were  given  them,  but  were  infenfible  to  all  A.  l>. 
the  iigns  that  were  made  that  fomething  was  expected  in  return.  ^  77o. 
Many  of  the  trinkets  that  had  been  given  them  were  afterwards 
found  thrown  negligently  away  in  the  woods,  like  the  pla)''- 
things  of  children,  which  pleafe  only  when  they  are  new.  The 
bodies  of  many  were  marked  with  large  fears,  inflicted  with 
Ibme  blunt  inftrunient,  and  which  they  lignificd  by  fagns  to  have 
been  memorials  of  grief  for  the  dead.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance of  a  town  or  village  in  the  whole  ifland ;  iheir  houfes 
were  framed  without  art  or  induftry;  fome  of  them  only  fufB- 
cient  for  a  man  to  (land  upright  in,  but  not  large  enough  for 
him  to  extend  his  length  in  any  diredlion.  They  are  built  with 
pliable  rods,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  finger,'  in  the  form 
of  an  oven,  and  covered  with  palm  leaves  and  bark.  The  door  13 
a  large  hole.  Under  thefe  houfes  or  Iheds  they  flecp,  coiled  up 
with  their  heels  to  their  head,  in  which  polltion  one  of  the 
houfes  will  hold  three  or  four  perfons.  Towards  the  north  o£ 
the  ifland  thefe  houfes  were  made  ftill  {lighter ;  one  fide  being 
entirely  open,  and  none  of  them  above  four  feet  deep.  Thefs 
hovels  were  fet  up  occafionally  by  a  wandering  hordj  in  any 
place  that  would  furnifli  them  for  a  time  with  fubfiftence,  and 
left  behind  them  when  they  removed  to  another  fpot.  Whea 
they  mean  to  continue  only  a  night  or  two  at  a  place,  they  fleep 
without  any  flicker  except  the  bullies  alid  grafs,  the  latter  o£ 
Avhich  is  here  near  two  feet  high.  They  have  a  fmall  b.'g,  about 
the  fize  of  a  moderate  cabbage  net,  which  the  men  carry  upoa 
their  back  by  a  ftring  that  pafies  over  their  heads.  It  generally 
contains  a  lump  of  paint  and  rofin,  fome  fi(b~hooks  and  lines,, 
fliells  of  which  their  hooks  are  made,  a  few  points  of  darts, 
and  ornaments  of  fliells  and  bones,  v/ith  which  they  adorn  their 
v/rifts  and  nofes.  This  is  the  whole  inventory  of  the  nchcft 
man  among  them.  They  are  unacquainted  with  the  uic  ofneta 
in  fifhing.  Their  fifli-liooks  are  neatly  made,  and  fome  of  theca 
extremely  fmall-.  For  flriking  turtle  they  have  a  peg  of  wood, 
about  a  foot  long,  and  well  bearded  ;  this  fits  into  a  focket  as 
the  end  of  a  flalf  of  lig'.it  wood,  as  thick  as  a  man's  wriff,  and 
eight  feet  long.  To  the  flafFis  tied  one  end  of  a  loofe  line, 
about  four  fathoms  lon^,  t!-.e  other  eiul  of  whivh  is  fallened  to 
Vol.  IV.  "  S  f  the 
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A-.D.  the  peg.     To  ftrike  the  turtle  the  peg  is  fixed  into  the  focket ; 

177^'  and  when  it  has  entered  his  body,  and  is  retained  there  by  the 
barb,  the  ftafF  flies  off,  and  ferves  for  a  float  to  chace  their  Vic- 
rim  in  the  water.  It  affifts  alfo  to  tire  him,  till- they  can  over- 
take him  with  their  canoes,  and  haul  him  afliore.  Their  lines 
are  made  of  the  fibres  of  a  vegetable,  and  are  from  the  thick- 
ncfs  of  half  an  inch  to  the  finenefs  of  an  hair.  They  bake  their 
provifions  by  the  help  of  hot  ftoncs,  lilie  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fouth  fea  iflands.  They  produce  fire  with  grear  facility,  and' 
fpread  it  in  a  \\'onderful  manner.  For  this  purpofethey  take  two 
pieces  of  dry  foft  wood.  The  one  is  flat,  the  other  a  ftick  with 
•an  obtufe  point  at  one  end.  This  they  prefs  upon  the  other,  and 
turn  it'  Jiinibly  by  holding  it  between  both  hands  as  we  do  a 
chocolate  mill.  By  this  method  they  get  fire  in  lefs  than  two 
minutes,  and  from  the  fmalleft  fpark  increafe  it  with  great  fpeed 
and  dexterity.  <'  We  have  often  {ten,"  fays  captain  Cook, 
"  one  of  them  run  along  rhe  fliore,  to  all  appearance  with  no- 
«  thing  in  his  hand,  who  ftooping  down  for  a  moment,  at  the 
**  diftance  of  every  fifty  or  an  hundred  yards,  left  fire  behind 
**  him,  as  we  could  fee,  firll:  by  the  Imoke,  and  then  by  the 
*<  flame  among  the  drift  wood,  and  other  litter  that  was  fcat- 
*■'  tered  along,  the  place.  We  had  the  curiofity  to  examine  one 
*■'  of  the  planters  of  fire  when  he  fet  off,  and  we  faw  him 
"  wraj-*  up' a  fmall  fpark  in  dry  grafs,  which,  when  he  had  run 
**  a  littl'eway,  having  hcen  fanned  by  the  air  which  his  motion 
"  produced,- began  to  blaze.  He  then  laid  it  down  in  a  place 
•^  convenient  for  his  purpofe,  inclofinga  fpark  of  it  in  anothei" 
•'  quantity  of  grafs,  and  fo  continued  his  courfe.'"  Their  wea- 
pons are  fpears  or  lances  y  fome  have  four  prongs  pointed  with 
bone  and  barbed.  To  the  northward  the  lance  has  but  one 
point ;  the  fliaft  is  made  of  cane,  ftraight  and  light,  from  eight 
to  fourteen  feet  long,  confiding  of  feveral  joints,  where  the 
pieces  are  let  into  each  other  and  bound  together.  The  points 
of  thefe  darts  are  either  of  hard  heavy  wood,  or  bones  of  fifll  : 
tliofe  of  wood  are  fometimes  armed  with  fliarp  pieces  of  broken 
ihells  ftuck  in,  and  at  the  junctures  covered  with  rofin.  The 
canoes  to  the  northward  are  not  made  of  bark,  but  of  the  trunk 
of  a  tree-  hoMowed  by  fire  ,  and  none  cf  them  carry  more  than 

four 
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four  people.  The  only  tools  feen  among  them  are  the  adze,  A.  D. 
wretchedly  made  of  ftone ;  f'ome  fmall  pieces  of  ftone  in  the  •  IT^' 
fiape  of  a  wedge;  a  wooden  mallet,  and  feme  aukward  in- 
Itruments,  or  rather  fragments  of  (liejls  and  coral,  'i  he  uncul- 
tivated ftate  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Holland  ;  their  total 
ignorance  of  agriculture,  and  the  arts  moft  neceffary  to  human 
life,  accounts  fortheir  being  found  in  .very  fma'.l  numhers  toge- 
ther. They  could  not  live  in  large  focieties  without  being  ex- 
pofed  to  perilh  for  want  of  the  necellaries  of  life.  But  it  is 
hard  to  fay  how  there  comes  to  be  fo  very  few  of  thefe  little 
-wandering'Communities  in  a  country  of  fuch  amazing  extent ; 
and  whether  they  are  thinned  by  civil  broils,  excited  by  thp 
horrid  appetite  of  devouring  each  other,  that  prevails  in  New 
Zealand,  or  that  their  population  is  prevented  by  any  other 
caufes,  cannot  be  afcertained.  Though  their  country  is  at  fo 
little  diftance  from  New  Guinea,  they  have  never  in  all  proba- 
bility vifited  that  ifland.  If  they  had,  the  cocoa  nuts,  bread 
fruits,  plantains  and  other  vegetables  which  abound  there,  would, 
naturally  have  been  tr'anipjanted  to  Mew  Holiand.  But  no  traces 
of  them  are  to  be  found ;  and  the  rriiferahle  inhabitants,  dedi- 
tute  of  all  ncceffaries  hut  what  they  procur-e  by  fidiiiig,  unaC'p 
quainted  with  the  uie  of  clothes  to  defend  them  againft  the  ri- 
gour of  the  elements,  and  unprepared  to  live  in  iuch  numbers 
together,  as  might  enable  them  to  obtain  the  firiaUelt  degrccjof 
knowledge  even  in  the  rude  arts  of  uncultivated  life,  are  redu- 
ced to  the  loweft  condition  in  which  the  human  fj'jecies  have 
ever  been  difcovered  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  Yet  men  funk  m 
this  humiliating  ftate,  prefent  us  with  tlie  rudiments  of  all  the 
arts  and  paffions  which  diifing-uifli  the  greateft  and-iiio.il- poli.lied 
jiations.  Their  contrivances  for  fifiiing  prove  them  xspahle  tQ 
,nttain  the  higheft  pitch  of  mechanical  ingctiuitv.  Their  regard 
to  feparate  property  (liows  them  as  iufceptible  of  avarice  as  rhey 
are  fenfible  to  the  dictates  of  jufliee  ;  and  their  attempts,  liow- 
ever  aukward,  to  adorn  their  perfons,  indicate  a  defire  t'© 
pleafe,  and  to  render  thenifeives  mutually  agreeable.  One  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  voyages  into  diflant  lands  is  to  furnilh  materials 
for  the  hiftory  of  man.  They  prove,  beyond  the  polhbility  of 
fclifpute,  the  elevation  and  dignity  of  his  nature  ;  for  how  unfor^ 
3  i  2.  tuuat;,C 
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A.  D.  runate  foever  his  external  circumftances,  he  dlfcovers  himfeif, 
*77°'  bv  the  phineft  marks,  to  pofTefs  the  feeds  of  all  thofe  various 
attainments  which  dillinguifh  the  heroes  and  fages  of  the  moll 
enlightened  periods. 

It  is  equally  agreeable  to  the  writer  and  reader  to  dwell  on 
the  brilliant  and  ufeful  difcoveries  of  Britifli  navigators  in  diftant 
parts  ;  and  it  is  extremely  mortifying  ro  be  obliged  to  return 
from  this  pleafing  theme,  to  record  the  unhappy  nieafures  of 
the  Britifli  adminiftration,  which  have  involved  the  navy,  the 
army,  and  the  whole  empire  in  circum.ftances  not  lefs  dilgrace- 
ful  than  calamitous  and  ?.ffli61ing.  It  would  not,  however,  be 
agreeable  to  the  truth  of  hiftory  entirely  to  ?.fcribe  the  diftref- 
fmg  fcenes  which  followed,  to  the  negligence  and  incapacity  of 
ininirters.  Notorious  as  thefe  have  appeared,  the  fituation  and 
behaviour  of  the  nation  at  large,  feemed  to  forebode  fome  fatal 
calamity.  Intoxicated  with  more  than  expe£lcd  profperity,  the 
people,  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war,  were  feized  with  an  extra- 
vagant degree  of  giddy  infolence,  which  made  them  defpife  the 
lefl  of  mankind.  In  an  overgrown  and  wealthy  capital,  where 
every  capricious  abfurdity  is  apt  to  be  carried  to  the  moft  vicious 
excefs,  the  vulgar  were  taught  to  fpurn  at  regularity,  fubordi- 
nation  and  law.  From  refentment,  envy,  and  the  word  paffions 
incident  to  the  human  frame,  the  meanefl:  of  mankind  were  ca- 
pable of  throwing  the  nation  into  confufion  j  of  heaping  aa 
oppreffivc  weight  of  popular  odium  on  the  fervants  of  the 
crown  ;  and,  however  defe<flive  their  dexterity,  yet  working 
with  fuch  fturdy  engines  as  the  ignorant  prejudices  of  a  licentious 
rabble,  they  were  able  to  divide  the  one  half  of  the  ifland  againfl 
the  other.  Our  enemies  faw  with  pleafure  the  effe6t  of  their 
wretched  cabals,  which  were  not  more  defpicable  in  themfelves 
^han  deftru6tive  in  their  confequences :  France  and  Spain  learn- 
ed with  inexpreffible  joy  the  refpectable  employment  of  the 
"Britifli  parliament  in  the  never-ending  debates  concerning  the 
cxpulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  in  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  quefl:ion 
was,  to  decide  whether  an  out-law,  a  bankrupt,  and  an  impious 
blafphemer,  fliould  be  appointed  to  defend  the  laws,  the  property 
and  religion  of  England.  They  were  charmed  with  the  petitions 
and  remonflranceS  of  the  city  of  London  •,  atid  were  glad  to 

find 
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find  the  Englifli  miniflers  too  much  employed  m  an  altercation  A.  D. 
with  the  magiftrates  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  quieting  the  un-  i??®* 
happy  riots  which  clamorous   incendiaries  had  excited   among 
the  people  at  home,  to  engage  in  vigorous  meafures  for  re-efta- 
blifhing  their  authority  in  America. 

The  condndl:  of  adminirtration,  with  regard  to  this  country, 
was  beyond  any  thing  that  their  moft  fanguinewilhes  could  have 
hoped.  Contradi<Slory  inftrudions  given  to  the  governors ;  tax- 
es impofed  and  repealed  again  and  again;  ailembiies  called  and 
diffolved,  and  allowed  to  lit  again  without  difavowing  the  mea- 
fures which  had  occafioned  their  former  diflolution  ;  troops  fent, 
driven  out,  with  many  alternate  propofals  of  violence  and  fub- 
miffion  ;  treafons  charged,  adopted  by  parliament,  not  proved, 
nor  attempted  to  be  proved,  neither  detefted  nor  punilhed. — 
The  adminiftration  of  lord  North,  who,  already  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  was  in  the  beginning  of  1770  appointed  firfl: 
lord  of  the  treafury,  did  not  announce  any  alteration  in  the 
hefitating,  ambiguous  condudf  which  had  been  hitherto  main- 
tained. The  firll  meaTure  which  he  adopted  relative  to  America 
was  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  repeal  of  part  of  an  acl  palled  in  the 
feventh  of  his  prefent  majefly,  eflablilhing  duties  on  paper, 
painters  colours,  glafs,  and  tea.  The  duties  on  the  other  arti- 
cles were  abolifhed,  that  on  tea  only  was  continued.  The 
motives  afiigned  for  the  bringing  in  this  bill,  were  the  danger- 
ous combinations  which  thefe  duties  had  given  birth  to  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  and  the  diflatisfaction  which  they  had  created  at 
home,  among  the  merchants  trading  to  the  colonies.  It  did 
not  fail  to  be  remarked  on  this  occafion,  that  while  the  mini- 
fter  condemned  thefe  duties  in  the  grofs,  and  the  law  upon 
which  they  were  founded  as  fo  abfurd  and  prepoflerous  that  it 
was  aftoniihing  how  it  could  originate  in  a  Britiih  houfe  of  com* 
mons,  he  yet,  notwithftanding  this  decifive  declaration,  propo- 
fed  a  repeal  of  but  part  of  the  law,  and  fliil  continued  the  duty 
on  tea  ;  left  he  Ihould  be  thought  to  give  way  to  American 
ideas,  and  to  take  away  the  impofitions,  as  having  been  contra- 
ry to  the  rights  of  the  colonies.  Another  inconfiftencc,  notlefs 
glaring,  and  of  iiill  more  importance,  v/as  the  declaring  the  law 
of  taxation,  while  no  vigorous  flep  was  taken  to  enforce  it. 

Great 
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A.  D.  Great  Britain,  difturbed  by  fa£tious  riots  at  home,  and  threa- 
^77°'  tened  with  a  rebellion  in  America,  was  to  be  infulted  by  the  un- 
provoked hoftility  of  foreign  powers.  Our  unhappy  inteiline 
divifions,  which  had  gradually  fpread  from  the  convulfions  in- 
the  capital  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  empire,  had  fo  filled  the 
hands  and  engaged  the  thoughts  of  government,  that  little  at- 
tention either  had  or  could  for  Tome  time  paft  have  been  given 
to  our  foreign  interefts.  Thus  coni-ulftd  at  home,  and  in  a 
flate  of  contention  with  our  colonies,  already  produ£live  of  the 
moft  alarming  appearances,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed,  from  the 
known  fyftems  of  policy  eftabliflied  and  praclifed  among  rival 
flates,  that  fuch  evident  opportunities  of  advantage  would  be 
overlooked  by  the  natural  and  ever  watchful  enemies  of  Great 
)3ritain.  The  ftate  of  France,  indeed,  being  nearly  as  unfortu- 
nate as  our  own,  prevented  that  kingdom  from,  cxpreffing  her 
i'icret  animofity.  But  the  principles  of  the  family  compa6l  ac- 
tuated every  member  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  j  and  a  flroke 
v/as  at  this  time  aimed  by  Spain  which  affected  the  honour  of 
the  Britifli  flag,  and  tarniflied  the  recent  glory  of  the  nation. 

The  liril  difcovery,  the  iituation  and  the  importance  of  Falk- 
land iflands,  have  already  been  defcribed.  Gold  and  filver  be- 
ing almofl:  the  only  objedls  which  excited  the  attention  of  the 
flrft  difcoverers  and  conquerors  of  the  new  world,  thefe  iflands 
producing  nothing  of  this  kind  were  negle<Sied  for  almofl  two 
centuries.  Experience,  and  the  extenfion  of  -commerce,  have 
?.t  length  fhewn  the  probability  that  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
new  world  afford  other  commodities,  which  may  be  turned  to 
as  great  advantage  by  induftrious  nations  as  mines  of  gold  and 
filver.  In  particular  it  is  thought,  that  the  greateft  and  moft 
advantageous  filhery  in  the  world  might  be  eftabliriied  there; 
and  navigators  fay,  that  an  hundred  whales  are  to  be  met  with 
in  the  high  fouthern  latitudes.,  for  one  that  is  to  be  found  on  the 
coaft  of  Greenland.  Befldes  this  motive,  which  was  alone  faf- 
ijcient  to  excite  the  enterprize  of  a  commercial  nation,  lord 
Anfon's  voyage  fully  explained  the  advantages  that  would  refult 
to  England  in  time  of  war,  from  having  a  friendly  port  and 
j^ace  of  refreihment  confiderably  more  to  the  fouth,  and  n:mch 
jisarer  Cape  Horn  than  the  Brazils.     The  jealous  and  difagree- 

able 
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able  chara£ler  of  the  American  Portuguefe,  which  rendered  it  A.  I>. 
defirable  to  avoid  all  dependence  on  fuch  infidiousandcontemp-  1770- 
tible  allies;  the  great  length  of  the  voyage,  by  which  the  vi- 
gour and  health  of  the  nnien,  as  well  as  water  and  other  provi- 
fions,  were  exhaufced  before  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  aftion ; 
were  the  principal  inducements  mentioned  by  lord  Anion  for 
carrying  this  meafure  into  execution.  He  pointed  out  the  place 
mofl  proper  for  forming  the  eftablifhment,  and,  when  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty,  made  preparations  for  fending  frigates  to  make 
difcoveries  in  thofe  fcas,  and  particularly  to  examine  the  condi- 
tion and  circumflances  of  the  above-mentioned  iilands.  But. 
this  project  was  noc  fo  cautioufly  condudled  as  to  efcape  the 
vigilance  of  the  court  of  Spain,  who  made  fuch  reprefcntations 
on  this  fubjecl  to  the  Britilh  miniftry  that  the  fcheme  was  for 
the  prefent  laid  afide,  and  continued  dormant  till  the  conclufion 
of  the  laft  war,  when  it  was  again  revived  by  the  earl  of  Eg- 
rnont,  who  then  prefided  in  the  admiralty.  Accordingly  com- 
modore Byron  was  fen t  out  in  the  year  1764,  the  fuccefs  of 
whofe  expedition  we  have  already  related.  About  the  f^me 
time  Mr.  Bougainville  fi^iled  into  thofe  feas  to  make  difcoveries 
for  the  crown  of  France,  and  touched  at  Falkland's  Iflands. 
But,  in  a  requifitioa  of  the  court  of  Spain,  the  French  eafily 
fold  or  ceded  all  right  to  any  property  in  what  is  called  the  Ma- 
gellanica  regions  ;  with  which  fale  or  difpofition  it  appears  that 
Great  Britain  was  not  acquainted,  nor  even  with  any  feitk- 
inents  ever  formed  there  by  the.  French. 

In  the  year  i  769,  there  was  an  Englifh  frigate  and  a  iloop  upon 
that  flation  ;  and  captain  Hunt  of  the  Tamer  frigate  cruizing  ofT 
Falkland's  Iilands  fell  in  with  a  Spanifh  fchooner  belonging  ta 
Port  SoHdad  taking  a  furvey  of  them.  The  Englifh  captain,  ac- 
cording tothe  orders  which  he  had  received,  defired  the  Spaniard 
to  depart  from  that  coafr  as  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majefly. 
Thefchoonerdeparted,  but  returned  intwoday3after,andbrougbi: 
on  board  an  ofucer  with  letters  and  a  prefent  from  Don  Philip 
Ruez  Puenta,  the  Spanilh  governor  of  Port  Soliflad.  Tjiefe  lectcri 
were  couched  in  terms  of  apparent  civility.  Den  Ruez  afFecSt- 
cd  to  difbelieve  the  report  of  the  captain  of  the  fchooner,  and 
a'ttributed  capraiK  Hunt's  being  in  thofe  fens  to-chance  or  ftrefs 
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A.  D.  of  weather.  He  ofFered  him  upon  that  prefumptlon  every  re^^- 
177"^'  frefliment,  and  all  a£l:s  of  kindnefs  in  his  power  j  but  if  the 
improbable  account  which  he  had  received  Hiould  happen  to  be 
true,  he  warned  the  Englifii  captain  of  his  danger,  reminded 
him  of  the  violation  of  treaties,  and  the  foie  dominion  of  the 
king  of  Spain  in  thofe  leas ;  and  at  the  fame  time  authorized 
the  Spanilh  officer  to  order  the  Engliili  rubje£ls  immediately  to 
depart. 

Captain  Hunt,  in  anfwer  to  the  Spanifh  officer  with  whom 
the  governor  had  ddired  him  to  correfpond,  afferted  the  fole 
dominion  of  his  Britannic  majcrty,  as  well  by  right  of  difcovery 
as  fettlement,  and  warned  the  Spaniards  in  his  name,  and  by 
his  orders,  to  depart  the  iflands,  and  allov/ed  them  fix  months 
from  the  date  of  the  letter  to  prepare  for  their  departure.  The 
Spanifh  officer  made  a  formal  protefi:,  as  well  upon  the  grounds 
already  mentioned  as  upon  captain  Hunt's  refuling  to  allow  him 
to  vifit  the  fettlement,  and  his  threatening  to  fire  into  the  Spa* 
nilh  fchooner  upon  her  attemptmg  to  enter  the  harbour  ;  heal- 
fo  protefted  againft  the  captain's  going  to  Solidr.d  which  he  had 
propofcd  in  an  amicable  manner,  and  declared  that  it  fliould  be 
confidcred  as  an  infult. 

About  two  months  after  this  tranfaftion,  two  Spaniffi  frigates 
of  confiderable  force,  with  troops  on  board  for  the  new  fettle- 
ment, arrived  at  Port  Egmont,  the  principal  place  in  Falkland's 
Iflands,  under  pretence  of  v/anting  water.  The  commander  in 
chief  wrote  a  letter  to  capta'.n  Hunt,  in  which  he  exprefled 
great  aflonifhmcnt  at  feeing  an  Engliln  flag  flying,  and  a  kind  of 
fettlement  form.ed  ;  charged  him  with  a  violation  of  the  laft 
peace,  and  protefted  againft  the  mcafure  in  all  its  parts,  at  the 
fame  time  declaring  he  would  abftain  from  any  other  manner  of 
proceeding  until  he  had  acquainted  his  Cathr>Iir  majefty  with  this 
difagreeable  tranfaclion.  Captain  Hunt,  as  before,  founded  his 
polleffion  on  the  claim  of  right,  jurdfied  his  ccndudl  by  the  or- 
ders of  his  ibvereign,  and  again  warned  the  Spaniards  to  de- 
part totally  from  thofe  iflands. 

The  Spanifh  frigates  having  continued  eight  days  at  Port  Eg- 
mont, during  which  ti:;:;  they  were  fupplled  with  water,  and 
treated  with  great  civility  by^gur  people,  departed  feemingly 

without 
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Tvlthout  any  hoftile  intention.  But  captain  Hunt,  dreading  the  A.  D, 
confequences  which  foon  followed,  thought  proper  to  return  as  i/zO* 
foon  as  poITible  to  England,  to  give  an  account  of  what  had 
pafTed  to  the  admiralty.  He  was  fucceeded  at  Port  Egmont  by 
the  Favourite  floop,  captain  Maltby,  which,  with  the  Swift, 
captain  Farmer,  each  of  16  guns,  formed  the  whole  force  upoa 
that  ftation.  Even  this  was  unfortunately  leflened,  the  Swift 
being  overfct  in  the  Streights  of  Magellan  where  (he  had  gone 
to  make  difcoveries.  The  people,  except  three,  were  happily 
faved,  by  the  fortitude  and  conftancy  of  a  few  of  their  number, 
who,  in  an  open  cutter,  undertook  a  voyage  of  three  weeks  in 
the  mod  boifterous  feas  in  the  world.  They  arrived  at  Port 
Egmont,  and  brought  the  Favourite  to  the  relief  of  their  dif- 
treiled  companions. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  dreadful  danger  and  unexpefled  de- 
liverance, when  a  SpaniiL  frigate  came  into  the  fame  port,  under 
pretence  that  fhe  had  been  fifty-three  days  from  Buenos  iVyres, 
and  was  diftreffed  for  water :  but  three  days  after,  her  conlbrts, 
confifling  of  four  other  frigates,  alio  arrived,  and  it  foon  ap- 
peared that  they  had  been  only  26  days  at  fea,  had  parted  fiom 
the  firfl  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and,  infbead  of  being  in  their  way 
to  Port  Solidad,  were  now  arrived  at  their  place  of  deftination. 
Thefe  five  frigates  carried  1 34  pieces  of  cannon,  and  had  on 
board  between  id  and  1700  men,  including  foldiers  and  ma- 
rines; befides  which,  they  had  brought  with  them  a  train  of 
artillery,  and  other  materials  fufficient  to  have  invefted  a  regu- 
lar fortification. 

A  Spanifli  broad  pendant  was  immediately  hoifted  on  the  nr- 
rlval  of  the  four  laft  frigates,  and  as  no  doubt  of  their  inten- 
tions now  remained,  captain  Farmer  ordered  moft  of  the  officers 
and  men  v/ho  had  belorged  to  the  Swift  to  come  on  fliore  to 
the  defence  of  the  fettlement,  while  captain  Maltby  began  to 
bring  the  Favourite  nearer  to  the  Cove.  Upon  the  fiiTt  motioa 
of  the  Favourite,  one  of  the  Spanifh  frigates  ient  an  officer  on 
board  to  acquaint  the  captain  that  if  he  weighed  they  would 
jire  into  his  ve{Td.  He,  however,  got  under  fail,  regardlefs  of 
this  menace:  the  frigate  fired  two  Ihot^  which  fell  to  l-.^eward 
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A.  D.  of  him  ;  and  three  of  the  Spanifh  vefiels  got  under  way,  and' 

^>7^*' worked  to  windward  as  he  did. 

The  whole  ftrength  of  the  Englifli  in  the  ifland  confided  in 
a  wooden  block-houfe,  which  had  not  even  a  port-hole  in  it* 
and  only  four  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  funk  in  the  mud,  to 
defend  it.  From  the  firfi  appearance  of  the  Spaniih  force,  cap- 
tain Farmer  had  been  active  in  clearing  the  fiores  out  of  the 
block-houie,  and  in  endeavouring  to  make  it  as  defenfible  as  its 
nature  would  permit.  He  raifed  the  cannon^  cleared  the  plat- 
form, and  cut  out  port-holes.  In  the  mean  time  letters  were 
fent  from  the  Spanifli  commodore  to  both  the  captains  feparate- 
}y,  requeuing  them  in  the  politefl:  terms  to  confider  his  great 
])ower,  and  their  own  defencelefs  fnuation  ;  and  that  they  would, 
by  quitting  the  place,  prcs'ent  his  being  under  the  difagreeable 
neccffity  to  proceed  to  hoftihties.  Thefe  were  followed  by  an- 
other the  next  day  in  which  he  offered,  if  they  would  quietly, 
and  with  good-will,  abandon  Port  Egm.ont,  he  would  peaceably 
put  his  troops  on  Ihore,  and  treat  them  with  all  the  confidera- 
lion  which  the  harmony  fubriftii>g  between  the  two  powers  re- 
quired y  that  he  would  allow  them  to  carry  away  all  their  pro- 
perty, and  give  them,  a  receipt  for  any  part  of  it  they  might 
chufe  to  leave  behind,  in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  ami- 
cably acijufted  between  their  refpe<Slive  courts.  If,  contrary  to 
expcfbation,  they  Ihould  endeavour  to  rnaintain  the  fettlement,. 
he  would  then  p:?cceed  to  the  accomplifhment  of  his  orders-, 
and  in  that  eafe  threatened  them  with  an  attack  by  fea  and  land, 
expatiating  in  a  pompous  ftyle  on  the  fpirit  and  brilliancy  which 
they  v/ould  experience  in  his  military  and  naval  forces.  He 
concluded  by  requiring  a  categorical  anfvver  in  fifteen  minutes 
after  the  receipt  of  his  letter. 

To  this  arbitrary  fummcns  the  Brltifh  officers  replied,  that 
words  are  not  always  deemed  hoftilities,  and  that  it  was  impof- 
iible  for  them  to  believe  he  fliould  venture  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  when  by  his  own  acknowledgment  the  moft  perfecft 
harmony  fubfifled  between  the  tvv^o  courts,  to  commit  an  a<Sl  of 
the  moft  fatal  tendency.  That  the  king  of  Great  Britain  waa- 
able  to  defend  the  honour  of  his  flag,  and  to  proteft  the  fecu- 
rity  of  his  dominions  in  all  parts  of  the  vrorld  :  and,  had  even 
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■a  (liorter  time  than  fifteen  minutes  been  allowed  them  to  deli-  A.  D. 
berate,  it  could  not  alter  their  determined  refolution  to  defend  ^77°* 
tlvs  charge  intrufted  to  them  to  the  utmoft  of  their  abilities. 

Previous  to  the  defigned  attack  the  Spanifh  commodere  de- 
lired  that  fome  of  our  officers  might  be  fent  to  view  the  numbair 
and  condition  of  the  troops  and  artillery  which  he  intended  to 
land,  in  order  to  perfuade  the  EngliHi  captains  of  the  ineflicacy 
of  their  obftinate  refiftance  to  his  commands.  This  was  com- 
plied with  j  but  without  iliaking  the  Britiili  refolution.  The 
Spanifh  frigates  then  warped  in  clofe  to  ti\e  Ihore,  and  moored 
head  and  flern  oppofite  to  the  blcck-houfe  and  battery.  The 
fame  evening,  the  9th  of  June,  captain  Maltby  came  on  iliore 
with  fifty  of  the  Favourite's  men,  who  brought  with  them  two 
fix-pounders,  ten  fwivels,  and  a  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and 
smmuni'.ion.  The  next  morning  a  part  of  the  Spnnilli  troops 
and  artillery  landed,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  our 
people;  and  when  they  had  advanced  half  way  from  the  place 
of  their  landing,  the  reft  of  the  boats,  with  the  remainder  of 
-the  troops  and  artillery,  put  off  from  one  of  the  .Spanifli  fri- 
■gztes,  and  rowed  right  in  for  the  Cove,  being  covered  by  the 
•fire  of  the  frigates,  wbofe  fliot  went  over  the  block-houfe. 

The  Englifli  fired  fome  ihot ;  but  feeing  the  impoffibility  of 
defending  the  fettlem.ent,  and  the  Spaniards  having  now  broke 
through  all  the  limits  of  peace  and  amity,  fo  that  therr  hoflility 
could  neither  be  denied  nor  explained  away,  our  ofhcers  with 
-great  addrcfs  having  brought  the  affair  to  that  point  which  they 
defired,  determined  with  equal  propriety  to  fa've  the  valuable 
fives  of  their  people,  v/ho  muft  have  been  unavoidably  cut  off 
i-n  this  unequal  contefj:.  Accordingly  they  hung  out  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  demanded  articles  of  capitulation. 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  articles,  concluded  between  the  Eng- 
iifh"  captains  on  one  hand,  and  Don  John  Ignatio  Madariaga, 
major-general  of  the  royal  navy  of  Spain,  on  the  other,  was, 
that  the  Britifli  fubjefts  ihould  be  allowed  to  depart  in  the  Fa- 
vourite, and  to  take  with  them  Aich  of  their  ffores  as  they 
thought  proper;  that  an  inventory  fliould  be  made  of  the  re- 
juainder,  which  were  to  be  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  gover- 
nor o[  iiolidad,  who   became  anfwerable  for   them ;  that  the 
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A.  D.  Englilh  flag  fhoulJ  continue  flying  on  fhorc  and  on  board  the 
''77^*  {loop;  but  that  they  were  to  exercife  no  jurifdi^lion  except  over 
their  own  people ;  nor  to  appear  under  arms  until  the  time  of 
embarkation,  to  which  they  were  to  march  out  with  drums  beat- 
ing and  colours  flying.  There  was  a  reftriclion  with  regard  to 
the  time  of  their  departure,  until  the  governor  of  Solidad,  or  his 
^deputy,  fliould  arrive  to  make  the  inventories,  and  to  take  charge 
of  the  ftores.  For  the  better  fecurity  of  this  limitation  a  nevsr 
and  wanton  infult  was  oiTered  to  theBritifli  flag,  the  Favourite's 
rudder  being  forcibly  taken  away,  and  kept  on  ftiore  during  the 
time  of  their  detention.  The  account  of  the  violent  tianfac- 
tions  of  the  Sp-miards  at  Falkland's  Ifl.inds,  previous  to  this 
open  and  unprovoked  hoftility,  was  brought  to  England  by  cap- 
tain Hunt  early  in  the  month  of  June.  The  nation  heard  the 
news  with  indignation  and  refentment  •,  efpecially  as  tliey  had 
already  much  reafon  to  complain  of  the  ungenerous  conducl  of 
the  Spaniards  in  detaining  fome  thoufands  of  Engliih  prifoners, 
feizcd  under  pretence  of  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  by  the  Spa- 
iiifh  guarda  coilas.  The  neceiTity  of  putting  ourfelves  in  a 
refpetlable  condition  of  defence  was  infifted  on  by  the  moft  po- 
pular members  in  both  houfes.  Their  partizans  clamoured  a- 
gainft  the  tamenefs  of  adminiftration,  and  maintained  the  ne- 
celTity  of  an  immediate  declaration  of  war,  in  order  to  difappoint 
the  perfidious  defigns  of  our  ancient  and  inveterate  enemies. 

The  malignant  nature  of  thefe  defigns,  it  was  faid,  appeared 
too  evidently  in  a  dreadful  national  calamity,  which  happened 
about  this  time,  in  the  conflagration  at  Portfmouth.  An.  event 
fo  prejudicial  to  our  maritime  ftrength,  attended  with  fuch  cri- 
tical circun:i fiances,  was  confidered  as  a  part  of  a  great  and  fet- 
tled plan  for  the  reduction  of  our  power  and  opulence.  The 
iire  which  happened  about  the  fame  time  in  Pcterfburgh,  and 
which  was  alio  accompanied  by  fome  alarming  particulars,  did 
not  lefTen  the  fufpicion  on  this  occafion ;  and  the  reward  of  a 
thoufand  pounds  oiTcred  by  government,  in  the  Gazette,  for 
the  difcovcry  of  thofe  who  had  occafioned  the  Are  in  the  dock- 
yard at  Portfmouth,  added  a  new  caufc  of  jealoufy  and  dif- 
truft. 
''    ■  ■  The' 


OF    King    GEOR.GE    III.  333 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  fire  was  fuppofed,  according  to  the  A.D. 
firft  loofe  calculations,  to  amount  to  half  a  miilion,  but  by  later  1770«. 
and  more  accurate  eftimatcs,  is  made  to  be  only  150,000!. 
which  is  comparatively  nothing  to  the  dreadful  ccafequences 
that  muft  have  enfued,  without  a  fpeedy  and  eltectual  aluiiance. 
The  quantity  of  ftores  confumed  was  fupplied  with  great  expe- 
dition from  the  other  docks;  the  public  buildings  and  work- 
houfes  were  foon  rcftored ;  and  the  lofs  thus  rendered  of  very 
little  confequence  to  our  marine  in  general. 

Notwithft anding  the  alarm  occaiioned  by  thefe  tranfiidlions  in 
the  nation,  the  miniftry  made  little  preparation  for  war.  Soaie 
fhips  indeed  were  put  into  commiffion,  and  there  was  greater 
buftle  in  the  dock-yards  than  in  the  time  of  profound  tranquillity. 
It  was  not,  however,  till  the  latter  part  of  Auguft,  that  houfes 
were  opened  at  the  ports  for  manning  fixteen  fail  of  the  line, 
and  prefs  warrants  were  not  illued  till  near  a  month  after. 
Much  about  this  time  the  Favourite  returned  v.ith  our  people 
from  Falkland's  Iflands ;  but  notvvithftanding  the  melancholy 
ftory  which  they  told,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Jing;lilh  name,  fuclx 
was  the  licentioufnefs  and  depravity  ot  the  times,  that  even  the 
manning  of  the  navy  met  with  great  difficulties.  The  legality  of 
prefs  warrants  was  publicly  called  in  queltion,  and  the  opinions 
of  counfel  jvpplied  to  on  the  fubject.  In  the  city  of  London, 
upon  the  eletlion  of  alderman  Crofoy  to  the  mayoralty,  thac 
magilfrate  totally  refufed  to  back  the  prefs  warrants,  and  af- 
f;rted,  that  the  confiderable  bounty  granted  by  the  city  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  fuch  violences.  Alderaian  Wilkes  had  be- 
fore difcharged  an  impreffed  man.  Such  tranfatHiions  will 
tranfmit  in  proper  colours  to  pofterity  the  na.nes  of  thofe 
patriotic  magiltrates,  who  did  their  utmofi:  to  impede  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  vyhen  the  fecurity  of  the  Britilh  dominions  and  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  were  at  flake. 

"When  the  parliament  was  airembled  the  I3t]i  of  November, 
1770,  the  fpecch  from  the  throne  took  notice  that  an  immediate 
demand  had  been  made  from  the  court  of  Spain  of  fuch  fatis- 
faction  as  there  was  a  right  to  expect  for  the  injury  received  ;. 
and  at  the  fime  time  declared,  that  the  preparations  for  war 
Ihould    npt  be   difcontiuued,   until   full  rcpnrr.tion   fiiould  be 

obtained. 
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A.  D.  obtained.  The  addrefles  of  both  houfes  of  parliament  were 
*7?®'  fpirited,  and  the  ftrongefl:  and  mod:  unreferved  aflurances  were 
given,  that  every  degree  of  requifite  fupport  fliould  be  chearfully 
granted.  At  the  fame  time  that  the  bleffings  of  peace  were  ac- 
knowledged, the  fulIeH:  confidence  was  placed  in  his  majefty, 
that  he  would  never  be  induced,  by  a  miftalven  tenderncfs  for 
the  prefent  eafe  of  the  people,  to  facrifice  their  more  eflential  and 
more  lafting  interefts.  So  early  as  the  29th  of  November  40,000 
men  were  voted  for  the  fea  fervice ;  extenfive  grants  were  af- 
terwards paiTed  for  the  ordinary  and  fupport  of  the  navy  ;  the 
land  forces  for  home  fervice  were  augmented  from  about  17,000 
to  above  23,000  effe£live  menj  a  new  battalion  was  added  to 
the  ordnance,  and  a  fmall  addition  made  to  the  pay  of  the  fub- 
altern  officers  belonging  to  that  corps. 

As  the  fefiion  advanced,  the  profpecl  of  peace  feemed  gra- 
dually to  diminifh.  The  negociation  and  the  tranquil  intentions 
of  Spain,  which  had  been  alledged  by  the  miniftry  in  anfwer  to 
the  clamours  for  immediate  war,  were  no  longer  heard  of,  and 
a  ftate  of  hoflility  with  that  country  feemed  to  be  confidered  as 
the  probable  iffue  of  this  affair.  In  fadl,  the  negociation  was 
for  a  confiderablc  tim€  interrupted,  and  only  renewed  throuoh 
the  mediation  of  France,  and  finally  concluded  at  the  earneft 
delire  of  that  court,  and  the  terror  infpired  into  the  Spaniards 
by  the  vigour  of  the  Britif]:i  preparations. 

About  a  fortnight  before  the  arrival  of  our  people  from 
Falkland's  Iflands  a  letter  was  received  at  the  ofiice  of  lord 
Weymouth,  fecretary  of  flate  for  the  fouthern  department, 
from  Mr.  Harris  our  minifler  at  Madrid,  acquainting  govern- 
ment, that  a  fliip  had  arrived  from  13uenos  Ayres,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  intended  expedition,  its  force,  and  the  time  fixed 
for  its  failing.  At  the  fame  time  prince  MafTerano,  the  Spaniili 
ambalTiidor,  acquainted  his  lordihip,  that  he  had  good  reafon  to 
believe  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  had  taken  it  upon  him  to 
make  ufe  of  force,  in  difpofTefTing  our  people  of  Port  Egmont ; 
and  that  he  was  diredled  to  make  this  communication  to  pre- 
vent the  bad  confequences  of  its  coming  througli  other  hands; 
at  the  fame  time  exprefTing  bis  v-riflies,  that  whatever  the  tranf- 
^>k?ns  at  Port  Egmont  may  have  been,  in  confequence  of  a 
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ftep  taken  by  the  governor,  without  any  particular  inflru£lion  A.  D. 
from  his  Catholic  majefty,  they  might  not  be  produQive  of  mea-  '  77°' 
fures  dangerous  to  the  good  underftanding  between  the  two 
crowns. 

Lord  Weymouth  replied,  that  if  force  had  been  ufed  it  was 
difficult  to  fee  how  the  fatal  confcquences  could  be  avoided  ^ 
that  the  inftrutStions  given  to  the  Britifh  officers  at  Falkland's 
Iflands  were  of  the  moft  pacific  nature  ;  but  that  ftill  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  Mr.  Buccarelli,  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres^ 
having  zSicd  without  orders,  left  an  opening  for  conciliation, 
provided  the  ambaffador  would  difavow  the  condu6l  of  thac 
gentleman.  Prince  Mafferano,  however,  declared,  that  he  had 
no  inflru6lions  to  that  purpofe,  but  deprecated  all  refolutions 
and  meafures  that  miglit  involve  the  two  crowns  in  a  war. 

Upon  a  fecond  conference  with  the  ambaffador,  lord  Wey- 
raouth  demanded,  in  his  majefty's  name,  as  a  fpeciiic  condition 
of  preferving  the  harmony  between  the  courts,  a  difavowal  of 
the  proceedings  at  Port  Egmont,  and  that  the  aftairs  of  that 
fettlement  (hould  be  reftored  to  the  precife  ftate  in  which  they 
were  previous  to  thefe  proceedings.  He  at  the  fame  time  fent 
in{tru(5tions  to  Mr.  Harris,  to  inrorm  Mr.  Grimaldi  the  Spanifli 
minifter  of  ilate  of  what  had  pafTcd  here,  and  of  the  propofed 
fatisfadlion,  which  alone  could  put  it  in  his  majefty's  power  to 
fufpend  his  preparations  for  hoftiiity.  Mr.  Grimaldi  at  firH:  ex- 
prefTed  hinifelf  in  very  vague  terms.  He  had  reafon  to  forefee 
that  fome  difagreeable  event  would  happen  in  the  fouth  feas, 
from  the  notorious  dlf\pproba:ion  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  any 
Britifh  efiiablifiiments  in  thofe  parts.  He  could  not  blame  the 
Gondu6l  of  Mr.  Buccarelli,  as  it  was  founded  upon  the  laws  of 
America.  At  the  fame  time  he  wiflied  to  have  prevented  this' 
conduft,  and  had  adhiaUy,  upon  the  firft  furaiife  of  tlie  defign, 
difpatched  a  veliel  from  the  Groyne,  to  hinder  it  from  being 
put  in  ex<icution  •,  that  the  Spanilh  nation  had  fo  little  to  get  and 
fo  much  to  lofd  by  a  war,  that  nothing  but  the  lafl:  extremity 
could  reduce  them  to  fo  violent  a  meafure  ;  and  that  the  king 
his  mafter  wiOied  only  to  acl  confiilrenrly  with  hii,  own  honour 
and  the  welfare  of  fds  people,  and  that  fo  far  as  our  demr.nd 
was  eompatibk  with  thofe  two  points,  there  was  no  doubt  of 
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A.  D.  Its  being  ngreed  to.    In  a  fubfcquent  meeting  he  afiured  the  Br?- 

J770'  tifli  envoy,  that  his  Catholic  majcfry  was  determined  to  do  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  terminate  this  affair  in  an  amicable  manner  : 
that  inflructions  for  this  purpofe  had  been  tranfmitted  to  prince 
Mafierano  at  the  court  of  London,  differing  from  the  requifition 
of  that  court  in  terms  only,  and  not  effentially,  fo  that  he  had 
ho  doubt  tlie  propofals  which  they  contained  would  readily  be 
adopted. 

Prince  Mafferano,  accordingly,  propofed  a  convention  to 
lord  "Weymouth,  in  which  the  king  of  Spain  difavowed  any 

«  particular  orders  given  to  Mr.  Buccarelli,  at  the  fame  time  that 

his  mnjefty  allowed  that  governor  had  a<fled  agreeably  to  his 
general  inftruftions,  and  to  the  oath  which  his  office  obliged 
him  to  take.  He  further  flipulated  the  reftitution  of  Falkland's 
Iflands  witliout  prejudice  to  his  Catholic  majefty's  right;  and  he 
expetled  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  would  difavow  captain 
Hunt's  menace,  which,  he  faid,  gave  immediate  occafion  to  the 
fleps  taken  by  Mr.  Buccarelli.  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
when  his  Britannic  majefly's  moderation  condefcended  to  demand 
rcdrcfs  for  the  injury  which  his  crov/n  had  received,  he  could 
not  poinbly  accept  as  a  convention  that  fatisfaction  to  which  he 
had  fo  jufl;  a  title  without  entering  into  any  engagement  in  order 
to  procure  it.  That  the  idea  of  his  majefty's  becoming  a-  con- 
tra'£ling  party  upon  this  occafion,  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  cafe, 
for  having  received  an  injury,  and  demanded  the  moft  moderate 
reparation  of  that  injury  his  honour  can  permit  him  to  accept, 
that  reparation  lofes  its  value  if  it  is  to  be  conditional,  and  to 
be  obtained  by  any  ftlpulation  whatfocver  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty. 

Upon  this  anfwer  prince  MalTerano  told  lord  Weymouth,  that 
he  had  no  power  to  proceed  in  this  affair,  except  by  convention, 
without  farther  inftru6cions  from  Madrid.  While  the  an^baffa- 
dor  fent  for  thefe,  lord  Weymouth  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
Mr.  Harris,  to  lay  before  the  Spanifii  minifter  the  unexpected 
obftacles  that  had  arifen  in  this  affair,  and  to  demand  a  direct 
anfwer  to  the  objecl  of  his  firft  requifition.  For  feveral  days, 
however,  no  anfwer  was  returned  -,  but  at  length  Mr.  Grimaldi 
intimated,  that  the  king  his  mafter  had  fent  inftru^iions  to  prince 
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Maflerano,  by  which  he  was  empowered  to  treat  again,  and  to  A.  D. 
grant  every  reafonable  fatisfa6lion  for  the  fuppofed  infult ;  that  i77®* 
his  Catholic  mnjelly  was  willing  to  come  into  any  method  re- 
garding the  manner  of  giving  the  fatisfaction  that  Ihould  appear 
the  mofl:  eligible  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  expecting,  how- 
ever, that,  as  he  went  fuch  a  great  length  to  fave  his  honour,  his 
own  {hoiild  alfo  be  coniidered,  fo  far  as  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  fatisfatiion  that  was  to  be  offered. 

Nothing  could  appear  to  be  more  fatisfactory  than  thefe  pre- 
tended inllriic^ions  given  to  prince  MafTerano.  Mr.  Grimaldi's 
anfwer  was  given  the  7th  November,  and  was  received  in  Lon- 
don the  19th  ;  but  it  foon  appeared  that  the  condu£l  of  prince 
MalTerano  did  not  at  all  accord  with  the  pacific  intentions  and 
conciliatory  fentinients  profeffed  at  Madrid.  The  earl  of  Roch- 
ford,  who  fucceeded  lord  Weymouth  in  office,  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Harris,  dated  the  tid  December,  in  which  he  informed 
him,  that  all  negociations  with  the  Spanifh  ambalTador  had  for 
fome  time  been  at  an  end,  the  anfwer  to  the  king's  demand 
being  totally  inadmifhble  ;  and  that,  it  being  inconfiftent  with 
his  majefty's  honour  to  make  any  farther  propofal  to  the  court 
(of  SpaiR,  he  was  defired  to  withdraw  from  Madrid  with  all 
ccmvenient  fpeed. 

Thus  was  the  negociation  entirely  broken  off.  How  it  came 
again  to  be  renewed  feems  to  have  been  better  known  In  all  the 
coffee-houfes  of  Europe  than  to  the  Englifh  fecretaries  of  flate. 
No  document  relative  to  its  renewal  has  ever  been  laid  before 
parliament  or  the  public,  bi.it  it  is  reafonable,  from  the  duplicity 
and  defign  difcovered  by  Spain  in  the  whole  tranfA6tion,  to  look 
for  the  motives  of  conciliation  in  every  other  quarter,  rather 
than  in  the  pacific  or  friendly  difpofitions  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid. 

The  family  compaiSl,  by  which  the  different  branches  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  engaged  to  ''mploy  their  whole  force  in  the 
mutual  fupport  and  ainftance  of  each  other,  was  propofed,  and 
carried  into  execution  by  the  wifdom  and  addrefs  of  the  duke  of 
ChoifeuL  That  able  minifler  little  imagined  a  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  this  formidable  union  might  become  extremely  in- 
convenient to  France,  for  the  intereft  of  which  it  bad  principally 
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A.  D.  been  formed.  It  did  not  occur  to  him,  that  the  haughty  fpirit 
'77°'  of  Spain,  exafperated  by  the  difgraceful  wounds  received  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  would  prompt  her  to  take  the  firft  op- 
portunity of  feeking  revenge  j  while  France,  exhaufted  in  her 
refources ;  without  money  or  credit ;  convulfed  by  the  moft 
violent  difienfions  between  the  firft  orders  of  the  ftate,  while 
the  people  were  ripe  for  fcdition  from  the  want  of  the  firft 
neceflaries  of  life,  might  be  in  no  condition  to  afford  Spain 
that  afliftance  which  had  been  ftipulated  between  them.  The 
credit  of  the  duke  who  had  contrived  the  family  compaft,  long 
confidered  as  a  mafterpiece  of  policy,  but  now  found  to  be  at- 
tended with  confequences  in  every  view  difgraceful  to  France, 
began  to  decline :  he  was  foon  after  removed  from  his  em- 
ployment, and  obliged  to  retire.  Other  councils  prevailed, 
more  agreeable  to  the  pacific  difpofitions  of  an  aged  prince, 
who  ha<l  nothing  farther  in  view  but  to  end  his  days  in  the 
bofom  of  eafe  and  tranquillity. 

The  interval  that  pafied  between  the  breaking  off  of  the  nc- 
gociation  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  with  the  tranfadtions 
of  which  the  public  has  never  been  informed  by  authority,  was 
probably  filled  up  by  liftening  to  the  mediation  of  France,  which 
difarmed  the  ardent  hoftility  of  her  fouthern  ally,  and  perfua- 
ded  her,  much  againft  her  own  Inclination,  topropofe  an  accom- 
modation, in  form  at  leaft,  lefs  ofFenfive  to  the  dignity  of  Great 
Britain.  It  was  not  till  the  firfb  day  of  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
1771.  ment,  January  22d,  1771,  after  the  Chriftmas  recefs,  that,  In- 
ftead  of  a  cmvetiticn,  a  declaration  was  propofed  and  ngned  by 
prince  Maflerano,  and  accepted  by  the  earl  of  Kochford.  By 
the  former  the  arabaiTador,  in  name  of  his  mafter,  difavows 
the  violence  ufed  at  Port  Egmont,  and  fVipulates  that  every  thing 
fliall  be  reftored  there  precifely  to  the  fame  flate  in  which  it 
was  before  the  redu£lion  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  declares,  that 
this  reftoration  is  not  in  any  wife  to  affe£l  th«  queftion  of  the 
prior  right  of  fovereignty  of  thofe  iflands  j  and,  by  the  accept- 
ance, the  performance  of  thefe  fl:ipulaLlons  is  to  be  confidered 
ns  a  fatisfaftion  for  the  injury  done  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain *.     This  tranfactlon  was  immediately  announced  to  both 
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houfes.  While  the  friends  of  adminiftration  propofed  an  addrefs  A.  D. 
of  thanks  to  his  majefty  for  having  fupported  the  honour  of  the  '77i* 
crown  of  Great  Britain  by  a  firm  and  unvaried  adherence  to  his 
juft  demand  of  fatisfa£llon,  nnd  for  not  having  too  haftily  en- 
gaged the  nation  in  the  hazards  and  burdens  of  war,  the  gen- 
tlemen in  oppofition  affirmed,  that  the  whole  tranfailion  was 
equally  unfafe  and  difgraceful  \  that  inftead  of  having  provided 
a  reparation  for  former  hoftilities,  or  a  fecurity  again  ft  future, 
it  contained  in  itfelf  the  genuine  feeds  of  perpetual  hoftility  an4 
war :  that  it  is  a-s  diflionourable  to  the  crovv-n  itfelf  as  to  the 
nation,  and  admitting  the  fafliionable  language,  that  the  dignity 
of  the  former,  and  the  reparation  to  it,  are  the  only  objects  of 
confideration,  it  will  be  foiuid  as  fhamefully  deficient  in  this 
refpe^l  as  in  every  other.  Thus,  by  this  infamous  accommoda- 
tioHj  the  honour  of  the  crown  of  England  had  not  been  put  on 
the  fame  footing  with  that  of  inferior  kingdoms.  The  French 
king,  for  a  fmall  violation  of  territorial  right  in  the  purfuit  of 
an  outlawed  fmuggler,  had  thought  it  nece/fary  to  fend  an  am- 
balTador  extraordinary  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  apologize  for 
it  in  the  moft  folemn  and  public  manner.  When  the  Englifk 
fleet  under  admiral  Bofcawen  deftroyed  fome  French  fliips  on 
the  coaft  of  Portugal,  Great  Britain  fent  an  ambaflador  extra- 
ordinary to  the  court  of  Lifbon,  to  make  reparation  in  honour  j 
but  when  the  Spaniards  infult  the  Britifii  flag,  and  commit  the 
mofl  outrageous  ads  of  hoftility  on  BritiOi  fubjeds,  they  pro- 
pofe  a  declaration,  in  which  the  right  to  employ  the  fiime  vio- 
lence again  is  maintained  and  defended;  for,  though  the  court 
of  Spain  had  difavowed  the  aCl  of  hoftility  as  proceeding  from 
particular  inftruttions,  (he  continued  to  juftify  it  under  her  ge- 
neral inIlru6tions  to  her  governors,  under  the  oath  by  them  ta- 
ken, and  binder  the  eftabliflied  laws  of  America;  and  that  this 
juftification  of  an  adt  of  violence  under  general  orders,  efla- 
blifhed  laws  and  oaths  of  office,  is  far  more  dangerous  and  in- 
jurious to  this  kingdom  than  the  particular  enterprise  which  has 
been  difavowed,  as  it  moft  evidently  fuppofes,  that  the  governors 
of  the  Spanifli  American  provinces  are  not  only  authorized,  but 
required,  to  raife  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  to  invade  our 
pciTt^ffions  in  thofe  parts,  in  themidft  of  profound  peace.     Ma- 
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A.  D.  ny  other  objeftions  of  equal  weight  were  urged  againft  the  ac-' 
177^-  ceptance  of  the  Spanifli  declaration,  in  a  ftrong,  animated,  elo- 
quent, and  argumentative  proteft  of  the  houfe  of  peers,  which 
will  remain  to  nil  pofterity  to  their  immortal  honour*. 

The  tame  meafures  of  government,  however,  were  adopted, 
by  a  great  majority.  During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  Septem- 
ber 16,  I  77 1,  Spain  fulfilled  her  engagements  contained  in  the 
declaration,  by  the  refloration  of  Port  Egmont,  which  was  de- 
livered up  to  captain  Scott,  who  was  fcnt  thither  with  a  fmall 
fquadron  for  that  purpofe.  Miniftry  feemed  to  think  all  was 
fecured  by  an  amicable  termination  of  this  difpute;  and  parlia- 
ment was  not  called  till  after  the  Chrifttnas  holidays,  21ft  Ja- 
1772.  r^u^ry,  1772.  The  late  meeting  oi  this  afienibly,  which  indi- 
cated that  no  urgent  bufinels  required  an  early  attendance,  and 
the  pacific  declaration  from  the  throne,  were  fufficient  to  lull 
the  nation  into  the  moft  perfe6l  fecurity.  What,  therefore,  muft 
have  been  their  furprize  and  indignation,  when  a  motion  was 
made  fo  early  as  the  29lh  of  January,  that  25,000  feamen  Ihould 
be  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  It  was  urged,  in 
fupport  of  this  motion,  that,  the  French  having  fent  a  confider- 
able  fleet  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  we  were  obliged  upon  that  account 
to  augment  our  naval  force  there,  as  the  propriety  of  our  being 
always  fuperior  to  them  in  that  part  of  the  world  was  fo  evident 
as  not  to  admit  of  an  argument  :  that  a  larger  fquadron  was 
now  employed  for  the  protection  of  Jamaica  and  our'  other  Weft 
India  iflands,  than  in  former  years  of  peace;  as  the  impor- 
tance of  our  valuable  poiTcffions  in  that  quarter,  the  probability 
of  the  Spaniards  making  their  firft  attempt  upon  them  in  cafe  of 
?i  war,  and  the  confiderable  fleet  which  they  kept  in  thofe  feas, 
rendered  an  augmentation  of  our  maritime  llrength  on  that  fla- 
tion  a  matter  of  the  moil  evident  necefilty  :  that  the  war  be- 
tween the  Turks  and  RuiTians  made  it  alio  neceilary  to  employ 
a  greater  number  of  ihips  for  the  prote^^tion  of  our  commerce 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  Archipelago  than  had  been  cuftomary 
in  times  of  general  peace.  Befides  thefe  general  reafons  for 
augmentation,  much  ftrefs  wks  laid  upon  the  great  reform  with 
Jregard  to  the  guard-fliips^  i:  being  acknowledged,  that  for  fe- 
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teral  years  pad:  thefe  (hips  had  been  exceedingly  neglcded,  and  A,  D. 
confidered  merely  as  jobs;  fo  that  at  the  time  of  the  late  ex-  I77^- 
pe(Sted  war  there  were  neither  lliips  nor  men  fit  for  Icrvice  :  but 
that  now  things  were  fo  much  altered  for  the  better,  that  twen- 
ty of  the  bed  (hips  in  the  navy  were  kept  upon  that  duty,  and 
lyere  in  fuch  complete  condition,  and  fo  nearly  manned,  that  a 
flight  prefs  would  at  any  time  enable  them  in  a  very  few  days  to 
put  to  fea  :  That  the  reft  of  the  fleet  was  aifo  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  in  about  a  year  we  fliould  have  near  eighty  iliips  of 
the  line  at  home  fit  for  fervice,  befidcs  thofe  that  were  upon  fo- 
reign duty.  Many  pointed  and  (evere  farcafms  were  levelled  at 
the  miniftry  for  accompanying  a  fpeech,  which  breathed  no- 
thing but  efFufions  of  peace,  with  all  the  a£tual  preparations  for 
war.  Some  gentlemen  in  oppofition  declared  for  the  motion, 
Upon  the  avowed  principle  that  the  fupplies  demanded  were  not 
in  any  degree  to  be  confidered  as  a  peace  eftabUiliment  ;  while; 
the  greater  part  of  thefe  gentlemen  arraigned  the  adding  to  the 
burdens  of  a  nation  already  finking  under  the  weight  of  an 
overgrown  and  monftrous  public  debt.  They  obferved  that  our 
peace  eftablifliment  was  every  year  increafing,  and  that  argu- 
ments fimilar  to  thofe  at  prefent  alledged  could  never  be  want- 
ing to  oppole  any  diminution  of  it :  that  already  it  was  nearly 
double  to  what  it  had  been  at  the  accelfion  of  George  the  Firit ; 
laft  year  we  had  fuftained  all  the  inconveniencies  of  a  war  with- 
out any  of  its  advantages  ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  the  intention  of 
government  to  perfift  for  ever  in  the  fame  ruinous  mealurcs. 
Thefe  obfervations  were  at  prefent  regarded  as  the  clamours  of 
party  •,  and  the  events  which  followed  fully  juftified  the  necef- 
fity  of  keeping  the  navy  on  a  refpe6table  footing. 

The  progrefs  of  the  Pvufllans  in  the  Mediterranean  rendered 
it  necefl^ary  for  both  France  and  Spain  to  ftand  on  their  guard, 
and  to  watch  the  growing  greatnefs  of  thefe  new  and  formida- 
ble allies  of  Great  Britain.  But,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1773,  there  were  more  extraordinary  preparations  in  the  French  1 773. 
and  Spanilh  ports  than  any  apprehenfion  of  this  kind  could  ac- 
count for.  Thofe  preparations  were  carried  on  with  the  utmoft 
vigour  and  indullry,  not  only  in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean, 
bi^t  in  thofe  of  the  ocea::,  and  aSurded  room  for  fufpe<Sting 
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A-  D.  the  mofl  hoftile  intentions.  Strong  remonftrances  on  this  fub* 
^773- je£l  were  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  at  the  courts  of 
Paris  and  Madrid,  accompanied  with  a  declaration,  that,  if  fuch 
meafures  were  continued,  his  Britannic  majefty  would  be  under 
a  neceffjty  of  fending  fuch  a  fleet  of  obfervation  into  the  Me- 
diterranean, as  fhould  efFedtually  fruftrate  any  attempts  that 
might  be  made  againft  the  Ruffians.  In  the  mean  time  a  power- 
ful fleet  was  equipped,  and  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Spithead, 
and  thofe  warlilie  preparations  were  for  fome  time  continued  on 
all  fides.  The  rapidity  with  which  Great  Britain  alTembled  fuch 
a  naval  force  as  was  fufficient  to  contend  with  that  of  all  her 
enemies  united,  and  the  magnificence  and  military  pomp  with 
which  her  mighty  preparations  were  difpiayed  *,  reftrained  the 
hofliie  difpofitions  which  had  begun  to  prevail  at  Paris  and  Ma- 
drid, and  prevented  the  profecution  of  meafures  which  muft 
have  involved  all  Europe  in  their  confequences.  The  vigorous 
exertions  on  this  occafion  were  like  a  flafli  of  lightning,  which 
for  a  moment  brightened  the  gloom  of  night  that  fat  fo  thick 
and  heavy  on  the  Britifli  councils.  But  after  this  tranfient  flafli 
the  darknefs  returned  more  intenfe  and  horrible  than  before. 

The  condu£l  of  adminiftration  will  be  an  enigma  to  pofterir 
ty.  PoiTefied  of  a  naval  force  that  made  the  greateft  princes  of 
Europe  tremble,  they  have  been  fo  far  from  quieting  the  dif^ 
fenfions  which  prevailed  in  Aaierica,  that  they  have  totally 
alienated  from  Great  Britain  thofe  flourifliing  and  wealthy 
provinces,  and  reduced  their  country  to  the  utmoll  ftate  of  del^ 
pair.  Two  roads  were  open  before  them,  either  of  which 
might  have  been  followed,  if  not  with  equal  glory,  yet  with  an 
equally  affured  profpedl  of  fuccefs.  By  difregarding  the  cla- 
mours of  an  interefted  oppofition,  and  making  ufe  of  the  power 
in  their  hands,  they  might,  while  all  Europe  were  filent  in  our 
prefence,  have  inllidled  whatever  punifiiment  became  neceflary 
to  reduce  the  rebellious  provinces  to  an  humble  fenfe  of  their 
duty.  But  this  method  was  fo  far  from  being  adopted,  that  a 
§.vii  lord  of  the  treafury  tallied  of  compelling  the  Americans  to 
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fubmit  to  taxes  without  bloodflied  ;  and  a  firft  lord  of  the  ad-  A.  D. 
miralty,  upon  the  appearance  of  meafures  which  indicated  vi-  *773' 
gour,  voted  a  redudtion  of  4000  feamen  ;  aiTuring  the  houfc, 
that  the  low  eftablilhment  propofed  would  be  fully  fufficient  for 
conquering  the  Americans  ;  of  whofe  power  and  courage  he. 
fpoke  with  the  utmoft  contempt,  alhrming  that  they  were  not 
difciplined  nor  capable  of  difcipline,  and  that  formed  of  fiich 
materials,  and  fo  indifpofed  to  a^ion,  the  numbers  of  whicb 
fuch  boafts  had  been  rtade,  would  only  facilitate  their  defeat. 

Another  road,  which  might  have  been  purfued  with  univerfal 
applaufe,  would  have  been  to  abandon  that  odious  meafure  of 
taxing  a  free  people  without  their  own  confent.  Had  that  beea 
done,  the  weight  of  oppoiition  would  have  been  removed  7\l 
once,  and  the  Americans,  if  they  flill  continued  refracirorvj 
might  have  been  compelled  by  force  of  arms  to  acknowledge 
the  fupremacy  of  the  mother  country,  without  one  fympathizin|; 
voice  in  Europe  to  condole  with  them  for  the  rigours  of  a  pu-^ 
nillmient  which  they  had  juftly  drawn  on  their  own  heads. 
But  neither  of  thefe  metho(is  being  adopted,  the  miniftry  h<cfi- 
tated  between  peace  and  war;  and  their  tame,  equivocal,  rem- 
porifmg  conducfl  brought  the  Americans  to  a  maturity  of  refin- 
ance and  rebellion,  the  effe^ls  of  \vhich  ve  ihould  now  proceeiJ 
to  defcribe  and  deplore,  if,  in  deriucing  a  rln-onoloi:ical  account 
of  the  naval  tranfadions  of  Great  Britain,  there  were  not  fouic 
intervening  events,  which  deierve  to  be  particubrly  related. 

Thefe  are  the  difcoveries  which  continued  to  be  made  by  our 
navigators  in  the  years  17731  i774»  ^'^d  1775.  They  were 
not,  as  of  late  years,  confined  intirely  to  the  fouthern  oceans 
While  captain  Cook  was  employed  in  exploring  this  part  of  the 
globe,  the  honourable  Conftantine  Phipps,  now  lord  Mu3- 
grave,  was  fent  to  examine  how  far  navigation  was  pratlicabk 
towards  the  north  pole.  This  v/as  done  in  confequence  of  an 
application  to  lord  Sandwich,  firll  lord  of  the  admiralty,  from 
the  Royal  Society.  His  lordfhip  laid  the  requeft  of  the  Society 
before  the  king,  who  ordered  the  Racehorfe,  and  Cctrcaf;., 
bombs,  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  expedition.  The  comman-d  of 
the  former  was  given  r.-.  captain  Phipps,  and  of  the  latter  to 
captain  Lutwidge.     The  idea  of^  a  pafii^ge  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by 
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A.  D.  tlie  north  pole,  xvas  fuggefted  as  early  as  the  year  1527,  by 
1773.  Robert  Thorne,  a  merchant  of  Briftol,  who  addrelTed  a  paper 
to  Henry  the  Eighth  on  that  fiibje6t ',  but  Henry,  as  ufual,  was 
involved  in  a  multiplicity  of  affairs,  which  prevented  him  from 
giving  any  attention  to  this  application.  In  the  feign  of  Queeti 
Jblifabeth  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby  made  the  attempt  with  three 
fiiips,  anno  1553.  He  proceeded  to  the  latitude  of  75  degrees 
north,  but  being  obliged  to  winter  in  Lapland,  he  and  all  hiis 
company  perilhed  miferably.  Three  years  afterwards  captaift 
Burroughs  failed  on  the  fame  defign,  and  advanced  to  78  de- 
grees north.  To  him  fucceeded  captains  Jackman  and  Pell 
in  1580,  in  two  fliips;  the  latter  of  whom,  with  his  fliip,  was 
loft.  The  Dutch  began  to  purfue  the  fame  difcovery  in  1595* 
and  fucceflive  voyages  were  made,  which  tended  rather  to 
prove  the  impradlicability  of  failing  to  high  northern  latitudes, 
than  the  probability  of  finding  the  paffage,  which  was  the  ob- 
ledt  of  thefe  daring  enterprizes.  In  1607  Henry  Hudfon  was 
equipped  by  a  company  of  London  merchants,  to  difcover  3 
paffage  by  the  north  pole  to  Japan  and  China.  He  penetrated 
to  80  degrees  23  minutes  north,  and  was  then  flopped  by  the 
ice.  Two  years  after  another  fhip  was  fent  out  by  the  RuUia 
Company  of  merchants  in  London ;  the  fhip  was  commanded 
by  Jonas  Poole,  who  could  not  with  his  utmoft  endeavours  ad- 
Vance  farther  than  79  degrees  5  minutes  north.  In  the  year 
1614  another  voyage  was  undertaken,  in  which  Baffin  and 
Fotherby  were  employed,  but  without  fuccefs  j  and  next  year 
Fotherby,  in  a  pinnace  of  20  tons,  with  ten  men,  was  equally 
unfuccelsful.  John  Wood,  with  a  frigate  and  a  pink,  failed 
in  1676,  but  returned  without  effecting  any  thing.  Moll: 
of  thefe  voyages  having  been  fitted  out  by  private  adventur- 
ers, for  the  double  purpofe  of  difcovery  and  prefent  advantage, 
it  was  natural  to  fuppofs  tliat  the  attention  of  the  navigators  had 
been  diverted  from  the  more  remote  and  lefs  profitable  objedt 
of  the  two,  and  that  they  had  not  profecuted  the  chief  purpofe 
of  difcovery  with  all  the  care  that  could  have  been  wiflied. 
"  But,"  fays  captain  Phipps,  "  I  am  happy  in  an  opportunity 
•'  ot  doing  juftice  to  the  memory  of  thefe  men,  which,  with- 
**  out  having  traced  their  fteps,  and  experienced  their  difficul- 
"  ties,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  to  have  done.     They  ap- 
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«<  pear  to  have  encountered  dangers,  which  at  that  period  Hiufl:  A.  1). 
«<  have  been  particularly  alarming  from  their  novelty,  with  the  1773* 
*'  greateil  fortitude  and  perfeverance,  as  well  as  to  have  fticvvii 
"  a  degree  of  diligence  and  Ikill,  not  only  in  the  ordinary  and 
**  pradtical,  but  in  the  more  icientific  parts  of  their  profclhon^ 
**  which  might  have  done  honour  to  modern  feamen,  with  all 
**  their  advantages  of  later  improvements.  This,  when  com- 
**  pared  with  the  ftate  of  navigation,  even  within  thefe  forty 
"  years,  by  the  mod  eminent  foreign  authors,  affords  the  moft 
*'  flattering  and  fatisfatSlory  proof  of  the  very  early  exrftence  of 
*'  that  decided  fuperiority  in  naval  affairs,  which  has  carried  the 
*'  power  of  this  country  to  the  height  it  has  no\jy  attained." 

The  captain  failed  in  February  1773,  and  after  paihng  the 
iflands  of  Shetland,  the  firfl  land  he. made  was  Spitzbergen,  in 
latitude  77  degrees,  59  minutes,  11  feconds  north,  and  lon- 
gitude 9  degrees,  13  minutes  eafii  The  coaft  appe;3red  to  be 
neither  habitable  nor  acceihbie^  but  formed  of  high  black  rocks, 
without  the  leafl  marks  of  vegetation,  moftly  bare  and  pointed, 
in  fome  places  covered  with  fnow,  and  tov/ering  above  the 
clouds.  The  vallies  between  the  high  cliffs  were  filled  with  fnovir 
or  \ct.  **  This  profpe^l,"  fays  captain  Phipps^  *'  would  hava 
<'  fuggefted  the  idea  of  perpetual  winter,  had  not  the  mildnels 
*«  of  the  weather,  the  fmooth  water,  bright  fun-fhine,  and  con- 
**  flant  day-light,  given  a  chearfulnefs  and  a  novelty  to  the 
*<  whole  of  this  ftriking  and  romantic  fcene.  The  height  of  onij 
"  mountain  feen  here  was  found  to  be  1503  yards.  The  har- 
*'  hour  of  Smeerenbergj  lying  in  latittide  79  degrees,  44  mi- 
**  nutes  north,  longitude  9  degrees,  50  minutes,  45  feconds  callj 
**  has  good  anchorage  in  fifteen  fathoms.  Clofe  to  this  harbour 
*'  is  an  ifland,  called  Amlterdam  Ifland,  where  the  Dutch  uicJ 
*<  formerly  to  boil  their  whale-blubbtr,  and  the  remains  of  fome 
*«  conveniencies  erected  by  them  for  that  purpofe  are  Hill  vifiblci 
*'  They  attempted  once  to  form  an  eftablirnment  here,  and  left 
*»  fome  people,  who  all  periflied  in  the  winter.  The  Dutch 
**  fhips  ftill  refort  to  this  place  for  the  latter  feafon  of  the  whale- 
*'  fifheryi  The  molt  remarkable  views  which  thefe  dreary  re- 
"  gions  prefent,  are  what  are  called  the  ice-bergs.  Thefe  are  ' 
♦*  large  bodies  of  ice,  filling  the  vallies  between  the  high  moun- 
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A.  D.  **  tains.  Their  face  cowards  the  fea  is  nearly  perpendicular,  and 

*773'  "  of  a  very  lively  green  colour.    One  was  about  300  feet  high, 

*«  with  9  cafcade  of  water  ilTuing  out  of  it.     Large  pieces  fre- 

»'<  quently  break  off  f/om  the  ice-bergs,  and  fall  with  great  noifc 

««  into  the  water.'' 

Captain  Phipps  has  been  very  accurate  in  defcribing  the  (cvr 
animals  which  thefe  inhofpitable  regions  produce,  and  was  at 
pains  to  examine  the  vegetable  and  mineral  produdlions.  He 
proceeded  afterwards  to  MofFen  llland  in  latitude  80  degrees 
north,  longitude  12  degrees,  20  minutes  eaft,  which  is  of  a 
round  form,  about  two  miles  in  diameter,  with  a  lake  in  the 
middle,  frozen  with  eternal  ice.  At  the  Seven  Iflands  which  lie 
in  latitude  81  degrees,  21  minutes  north,  the  two  flnps  be- 
came fuddenly  faft  in  the  ice  on  the  51  \\  of  July.  Thcle  iflands 
an^d  nortb-eaft  lan(',  with  the  frozen  lea  formed  almoft  a  baft»n, 
having  but  about  four  points  open  for  the  ice  to  drift  out  in  cafe 
of  a  change  of  wind.  The  paflage  by  which  the  fliips  had  come 
in  to  the  vrellward  became  clofe,  and  a  ftrong  current  fee  in  to^ 
the  eaft,  by  which  thty  were  carried  ftiii  farther  from  their 
eourfe.  The  labour  of  the  whole  ihip's  company  to  cut  away 
the  ice  proved  inefTccTtual ;  their  utmoil:  efforts  for  a  whole  day 
eould  not  move  the  Ihips  above  300  yards  to  the  wefiward 
through  the  ice,  whilll  the  current  had  at  the  fiime  time  driven 
them  far  to  the  north-ealf  and  eallward.  Appearances  remain- 
ed thus  threatening  for  four  or  live  days,  the  fafety  of  the  crew 
leemed  all  that  could  poffibly  be  eiietled.  As  it  had  been  fore- 
feen  that  one  or  both  of  the  fliips  might  be  facrificed  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  voyage,  the  boats  for  each  Ihip  were  calculated,- 
in  number  and  fize,  to  be  fit  in  any  emergency  to  tranfport  the. 
whole  crew.  Driven  to  this  (late  of  danger  and  fufpenfc,  on  the 
6th  of  Auguft  the  boats  were  hoifted  out,  and  every  poffibls 
method  taken  to  render  them  fecurq  and  comfortable  j  but  the 
nest  day  the  wind  blew  ealtwardly,  and  the  Ihips  were  moved 
about  a  mile  to  the  weftward.  But  ftill  they  run  not  fo  far 
weft  by  a  great  way  as  when  they  were  firfi:  befet  with  the  ice; 
however,  on  the  9th  of  Augud,  the  current  had  vifibly  changed, 
and  run  to  the  weftv.'ard,  by  which  both  the  fl)ips  had  beeir 
carried  conGJerablj  in  that-dircdion.  On  the  lotk  a  briik  wind 
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3t  Tjortii-north-ean:  accompliflied  tlieir  deliverance,  and  freed  A.  D. 
them  from  the  dreadful  profjiecl  of  perilling,  as  many  for-  I773« 
mer  adventurers  had  done  in  thofa  pokr  regions.  Having 
found  it  impracticable  to  penetrate  any  farther  towards  the 
jjorth,  they  returned  to  the  harbour  of  Smecrenberg  ;  hiving, 
in  the  profccution  of  this  voyage,  reached  8i  degrees,  36  mi- 
nutes north  hititude,  and  between  the  latitudes  of  79  degrees, 
50  minutes,  and  81  degrees.,  traverfcd  17  degrees  and  a  ^alf  of 
longitude,  that  is,  from  2  degrees  caft  to  ly  degrees,  30  mi- 
nutes eaft. 

While  lord  Mul-grave  was  employed  in  afcertaining  the  limits 
of  navigation  towards  the  north,  captain  Cook  was  indefatiga- 
ble in  examining  the  refpccSlive  dominions  cf  land  and  ocean  ia 
the  fouthern  hemifphere.  Notwithftanding  the  various  voyages, 
in  which  this  part  of  the  globe  had  been  traverfed  in  the  many 
different  dire^ions,  all  tending  to  render  the  exigence  of  a  fou- 
thern continent  more  improbable,  the  fa£l  was  not  yet  brought 
to  a  clear  and  demonftrative  evidence.  To  determine"  this  point 
was  the  main  objecl:  of  the  prefent  voyage,  on  which  captain 
Cook  {ailed  in  the  Piefolution,  accompanied  by  captain  Fur- 
neaux  in  the  Adventure,  the  2d  of  April,  1772.  The  fliips  ia 
which  they  embarked  were  the  mofl:  proper  that  could  be  con- 
trived for  fuch  a  dangerous  undertaking;  captain  Cook  in  the 
clear,  fimple,  and  matdy  narrative  which  he  has  publiflied  of 
his  proceedings,  having  proved  beyond  the  poiTibility  of  doubt, 
that  north-country  vciiels,  or  fuch  as  are  buiit  fur  the  coal  trade,, 
are  the  fitted  for  puri'uing  with  fuccefs  the  difcovcry  of  remote 
countries.  To  the  nature  of  his  fhips,  which  v/ere  of  this  fafe 
and  commodious  conftru^Stion,  rather  than  to  his  own  nautical 
flcill  and  abilities,  he  modeftly  afciibes  the  finguLir  ieiicity  of  his 
voyage,  which  was  far  beyond  the  experience  or  hopes  of  for- 
mer navigators. 

Beildes  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  form  of  th.e  veflels^^ 
?.nd  the  Ikiil  of  the  commander,  the  provifion  of  every  fort 
exceeded  all  that  had  been  known  on  any  former  occafion. 
Every  circumiVance  and  fituation  that  could  be  forefeen  or  ap- 
prehended was  provided  for  with  unexampled  liberality.  A  con- 
iiucrable  fum  of  money  was  allotted  by  parliament  to  encourage 
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A.  D.  tu'o  gentlemen,  eminent  in  natural  hi{lory,  to  facrincc  their 
* 773*  time,  and  encounter  the  toils  and  dangers  of  fuch  a  voyage. 
With  the  fame  generous  fpirit  for  the  improvement  of  know- 
ledge, a  landfcape-pninter  of  merit,  and  two  able  aftronomers, 
were  alio  engaged.  Nor  was  any  attention  omitted  which  could 
be  deemed  neceffary  for  the  fubfiftence,  fecurity,  health,  or 
comfort  of  .ill  the  voyagers. 

Having  failed  witli  {<>  many  circuqpflances  in  their  favour,  they 
reached  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  without  meeting  with  any  re- 
markr.ble  occurrence,  and  departed  from  thence  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1772.  'i'hey  returned  to  the  fame  place  tlie  22d  of 
r>Iarch,  1775>  having  failed  no  lefs  than  20,000  leagues  in  two 
years  and  four  months;  an  extent  of  voyage  nearly  equal  to 
three  times  the  equatorial  circumference  of  the  earth,  and  which, 
it  is  highly  probable,  never  was  traverfed  by  any  o'.her  fliip  in 
an  equal  period  of  time.  When  we  take  into  computation  the 
voyage  to  and  from  the  Cape  to  England,  the  whole  time  con- 
i'umed  is  above  three  years,  during  which  they  experienced  every 
variety  of  climate  from  52  degrees  north  latitude  to  7  i  degrees 
fouth,  and  were  continually  expofed  to  all  the  hardlhips  and  fa- 
tigue infeparable  from  a  feafaring  life  ;  antl  yet  what  is  moft  ex- 
traordinary, the  numerous  fliip's  company  on  board  the  Refolu- 
tion  preferred  a  more  uninterrupted  ftate  of  good  health,  than 
perhaps  they  could  have  enjoyed  on  fliore  in  the  moft  temperate 
climate  of  the  earth.  In  that  long  and  various  courfe,  of  1 18 
pcrfons  only  four  were  loft ;  and  of  that  four  only  one  fell  a 
victim  to  ficknefs:  a  fad\  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  naviga- 
tion. 

In  the  mod:  healthy  clim^^tes  no  bills  of  mortality  have  produ- 
ced fuch  an  inftance  amongft  an  equal  number  of  men  during  a 
like  period.  When,  therefore,  we  coniider  the  numbers  of 
brave  feamen  who  perifhed  by  marine  difeafes  under  Anfon  and 
other  navigators,  the  greateft  praife  is  due  to  captain  Cook  for 
his  judicious  management  in  preferving  the  health  of  the  men 
under  his  command.  The  chief  prefervative  againft  the  fcurvy, 
ufed  by  this  judicious  commander,  was  fweet  wort,  which  was 
given  not  only  to  thofe  who  were  afflicted  with  that  diftemper, 
but  likewife  to  thofc  who  were  thought  likely  to  take  it.  Portable 
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foup  and  four  krout  were  alfo  ufed  with  fuccefs  in  prefervinp;  the  A.  D. 
health  of  the  feamen.  The  (hip's  company  were  kept  in  conftant  1773* 
exercife,  and  their  cleanlinefs  contributed  not  a  little  to  their 
health.  The  fliip  was  frequently  purified  by  fires,  a  practice 
much  recommended  by  captain  Cook.  Frefii  water  was  alfo 
an  objeft  of  particular  attention.  Not  fatisfied  with  having 
plenty  of  that  necefiary  article,  he  would  always  have  the  purefi-, 
and  therefore,  whenever  an  opportunity  offered,  he  emptied 
what  he  had  taken  in  a  few  days  before,  and  filled  his  cafks 
anew.  As  a  tefi:imony  of  regard  for  thefe  important  improve- 
ments for  preferving  the  health  of  feamen,  the  Royal  Society  was 
pleafed  to  bellow  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal  upon  captain 
Cook. 

The  firft  cruize  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  November  2  2d, 
1772,  was  employed  in  afcertaining  the  great  quefcion  concern- 
ing the  Terra  Aujlralis  hicognita.  The  two  fhi[)s  failed  in  com- 
pany, and  the  10th  of  December  following,  being  in  latitude  50 
degrees,  40  minutes  fouth,  faw  the  firlt  ice.  The  mafs  was 
jibout  50  feet  high,  and  half  a  mile  in  circuit,  flat  at  top,  and 
its  fides  rofe  in  a  perpendicular  direction,  againft  which  the  fea 
broke  exceedingly  high.  From  this  time  the  icy  mountains  be- 
gan to  be  very  frequent,  exhibiting  a  view  as  pleafing  to  the  eye 
as  terrible  to  refle£lion  ;  <'  for,"  fays  the  captain,  "  were  a 
**  (hip  to  get  againfi:  the  weather-fide  of  one  of  thefe  mafies  of 
»'  ice,  when  the  fea  runs  high,  fhe  would  be  daflied  to  pieces  in 
*•  a  moment."  On  the  T4th,  being  in  latitude  54  degrees, 
50  minutes  fouth,  21  degrees,  34  minutes  eaft,  they  were 
Itopped,  in  their  route  to  the  fouthward,  by  an  immenfe  field  of 
low  ice,  to  which  no  end  could  be  feen  to  the  fouth  eaft  or  weft. 
In  different  parts  were  hills  of  ice,  like  thofe  that  had  been  be- 
fore found  floating  in  the  fea;  and  the  fliip's  company  were  often 
amufed  with  the  flattering  profpe£l:  of  land,  which  turned  out 
to  be  fog-banks.  A  boat  was  here  hoifted  out  to  try  the  direction 
of  the  current,  and  Mr.  Wales  the  aftronomer,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Fofter  the  naturalifl,  took  the  opportunity  of  going  in  her 
to  make  experiments  on  the  temperature  of  the  fea  at  differ:;nt 
depths.  A  thick  fog  came  on,  which  blackened  into  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  obfcurity,  that  they  intirely  loft  fight  cf  both  the  fliips. 

In 
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A-  D.  In  a  four-oared  boat,  in  an  ininienre  ocean,  far  from  any  liofpi- 
1773-  table  {hore,  furrounded  with  ice,  and  deftitute  ofprovifions,  their 
fituation  was  as  frightful  as  any  that  can  well  be  imagined.  In 
this  dreadful  fufpcnfe,  they  determined  to  He  ftill,  hoping  that, 
provided  they  preferved  their  place,  the  floops  would  not  aban- 
don them.  The  moft  delightful  mufic  they  ever  heard  was  the 
jingling  of  the  bell  of  the  Adventure,  which  took  them  on  board. 
The  ftiips  then  changed  their  courie  to  the  eaftward,  where  the 
large  iflands  of  ice  were  hourly  feen  in  all  dirciftions  ;  Co  that  they 
became  as  familiar  to  thofe  on  board  as  the  clouds  and  the  Tea. 
A  ftrong  refleccion  of  white  on  the  fkirts  of  the  fky  was  a  cer- 
tain indication  of  thefe  iflands  j  although  the  ice  itfelf  is  not  en- 
tirely white,  but  often  tinged,  efpecially  near  the  furface  of  the 
fsa,  with  a  .beautiful  beryUine  blue.  This  colour  fometimes  ap- 
peared 20  or  30  feet  above  the  furface,  and  was  moft  probably 
produced  by  fome  particles  of  fea-water  dafhed  againft  the  mafs 
in  tempeftuous  weather.  Different  (hades  of  white  were  fre- 
quently obferved  In  the  larger  iflands,  lying  above  each  other  in 
ftrata  of  a  foot  high,  which  confirms  captain  Cook's  opinion 
concerning  the  formation  and  increafe  of  thefe  maffes  by  heavy 
falls  of  fijow  at  diiFerent  intervals.  The  "Z^th  the  iflands  ftill 
furrounded  them,  behind  one  of  which,  in  the  evening,  the  fet- 
■tin^-  fun  tinged  its  edges  with  gold,  and  brought  upon  the  whole 
mafs  a  beautiful  iLiiTufion  of  purple.  "  Although,"  fays 
captain  Cook,  "  this  was  the  middle  of  fummer  with  us,  I 
"  much  queftion  if  the  day  was  colder  in  any  part  of  England. 
«  The  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  conitantlv  kept 
*'  below  the  freezing  point.  The  fl-sooting  at  penguins  afford- 
*'  ed  great  fport  but  little  profit,  the  biids  diving  fo  frequently 
*«  in  the  veater,  and  continuing  fo  long  under  it,  that  the  fow- 
«  lers  were  generally  obliged  to  give  over  the  purfuit.  Their 
*'  thick  glolly  plumage  turned  cfF  the  fmail  fliot,  and  it  was 
«  neceiTary  to  attack  them  with  ball." 

Having  hitherto  met  with  no  land,  captain  Cook  determined, 
January  2d,  1  773,  to  go  in  fearch  of  Cape  Circumcifion,  which 
is  laid  down  by  Bouvet  in  58  degrees,  53  minutes  fouth,  10 
degrees  6  minutes  eaft;  but  as  he  faw  no  appearance  of  it  in  that 
iitiiaticii,  although  the  weather  was  very  clear,  he  fuppofed  it 

tO; 
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to  Iiavc  been  nothing  but  fieltls  and  mountains  of  ice.  Janunry  A.  D. 
pth,  three  boats  were  holfted  out,  and  in  a  few  hours  took  up  as  ^773* 
much  ice  as  yielded  fifteen  tons  of  good  frefh  water.  The  ialt 
which  adhered  to  the  ice  was  fo  trifling  as  not  to  be  tafled,  and 
intirely  drained  off  by  lying  a  Qioit  time  on  the  deck.  Cranzc 
iome  years  ago  advanced  in  his  hirtory  of  Greenland,  thaC 
thofe  great  malTcs  of  ice  in  the  northern  feas  diiiolved  into  frefli 
water,  from  which  he  inferred,  that  they  owed  their  origin  to 
the  vaft  rivers  of  thofe  hyperborean  rcgionsj  but  it  was  rc^"ervtd 
to  captain  Cook  to  eilabliih  the  dodVine,  that  the  freezing  of  fea- 
water  into  ice,  not  only  deprives  it  of  all  its  fait  particles,  but 
that  it  will  thaw  into  foft,  potable,  and  moft  wholefome  water. 
He  has  alfo  proved  by  experience  that  the  bad  qualities  which 
for  i^o  many  ages  have  been  attributed  to  melted  fnow  and  ice- 
water  arc  delVitute  of  all  foundation.  Tiiis  happy  difcovery  oi' 
deriving  the  greateft  advantage  from  the  ice  mountains,  which 
feem  to  threaten  our  navigators  with  nothing  lefs  than  de- 
ftru<Slionj  enabled  them  to  perfevere  in  their  voyage  for  a  length 
of  time  that  would  have  been  otherwife  impoHlble,  and  contri- 
buted to  that  unparalleled  degree  of  health,  which  they  (o  for- 
tunately enjoyed. 

January  i  7th,  they  crofTcd  the  AntarcStic  circle  in  longitude  39 
degrees, 35  minutes  eafi:,  which  had  till  then  remained  impenetra- 
ble to  all  former  navigators.  The  ice-iflands  became  more  and 
more  numerous;  and  in  longitude  67  degrees,  15  minutes  fouth, 
an  immenfe  Held  of  congelation  extended  to  the  fouth  ward  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach,  which  obliged  captain  Cook  to  put  about, 
and  {land  north-eaffc  by  north.  Here  were  feen  many  whales 
playing  about  the  ice,  and  various  flocks  of  brown  and  white 
pintadoes,  which  were  named  Antarclic  pererels,  becaufe  they 
ieemed  to  be  natives  of  that  region.  January  3  i  ft,  two  iflands  of 
ice  were  i'ccn  in  latitude  50  degrees,  50  minutes  fouth,  one  of 
which  appeared  to  be  frilling  to  pieces  by  the  crackling  noife  it 
made;  and  this  was  the  lall  ice  feen,  until  they  returned  agaia 
to  the  fouthward.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  ti;is  latitude  they 
fell  in  with  the  illands  difcovered  by  MeiTrs.  Thirguelen,  .St. 
Allouard  and  Marion,  French  navigators,  all  of  which  were 
iflunds  of  iaconHdv-rablc  extent,  hig!-.,  rocky,  dcAitute  of  trees. 
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A.  D.  and  almofl  intirely  barren.     It  was  fuppofed  that  the  Frencn 
1773'  h^d  difcovered  the  north  cape  of  a  great  fouthern  continent ;  but 
though  that  land  was  not  found  by  captain  Cook,  his  long  na- 
vigation proves,  that  their  difcovery,  if  not  an  ice  field,  could 
only  be  a  fmall  ifland. 

The  Refolution  loft  fight  of  the  Adventure  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  two  floops  continued  feparate  for  the  reft  of 
the  cruize,  but  afterwards  met  in  Queen  Charlotte's  found  in 
New  Zealand.  They  proceeded  together  to  Otaheite,  and 
other  illands  within  the  tropics,  and  again  feparated  near  to 
Cook's  ftreights,  and  never  more  joined  during  the  voyage. 
Captain  Furneaux  returned  a  fecond  lime  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous at  Queen  Charlotte's  found,  but  his  confort  having  left 
that  place  a  confiderable  time  before  his  arrival,  he,  after  re- 
freiliing  his  crew,  fet  fail  for  England,  v/hich  he  reached  in 
July  1774, 

The  Refolution  continuing  her  voyage.  In  58  degrees  fouthj 
captain  Cook  obferv^d  for  the  firft  time,  on  February  17th,  the 
Aurora  Auftralis,  a  phcsnomenon  which  had  never  before  been 
taken  notice  of  by  any  navigator  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere* 
It  confifted  of  long  columns  of  a  clear  white  light,  fliooting  up 
from  the  horizon  to  the  eaflward,  alnioft  to  the  zenith,  and 
fpreading  gradually  over  the  whole  fouthern  part  of  the  fky. 
Thefe  columns  differed  from  the  fouthern  lights  in  being  al- 
Avays  of  a  whltifli  colour.  The  fliy  was  generally  clear  when 
'  they  appeared  and  the  air  fliarp  and  cold,  the  thermometer 
ftanding  at  the  freezing  point.  In  March  26rh,  captain  Cook 
made  the  coaft  of  New  Zealand,  and  anchored  in  Dullcy  bay, 
after  having  been  one  hundi'ed  and  feventeen  days  at  fea,  without 
having  once  feen  any  land,  in  which  time  they  had  failed  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  leagues. 

The  captain  concinued  during  the  follovving  months,  v/hich 
are  the  winter  feafon  in  that  climate,  to  vifit  his  old  friends  at 
Otaheite,  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands ;  and  after  examin- 
ing a  fpace  of  more  than  40  degrees  of  longitude  between  the 
tropics,  he  returned  to  Queen  Charlotte's  found.  There  he 
changed  the  fair-weather  rigging  of  his  fhip  for  fuch  as  might 
refill  the  ftorms  and  rigours  of  the  high  fouthern  latitudes,  and 

fet. 
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fet  fail  the  27th  November  to  explore  the  unknown  parts  of  the  A.  D. 
Pacific  Ocean.  On  December  6th  he  reached  the  51ft  degree,  32  ^773* 
minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  the  1 80th  degree  ead  longitude,  con- 
fequently  the  point  of  the  antipodes  of  London.     December 
15th,  in  6(5  degrees  fouth,  and  159    degrees  weft,  the  farther 
courfe  to  the  fouthward  was    interrupted    by  the   ice-iflands, 
among  tvhich  they  were  almofl  embayed,  which  obliged  them 
to  tack  to  the  north,  and  foon  after  they  got  clear  of  all  the 
ice,  but  not  without  receiving  feveral  Icnocks  from  the  larger 
pieces,  which  would  have  deftroyed  any  veffel  lefs  carefully  pre- 
pared to  refifl:  thofe  repeated  fhocks.     They  crofTcd  the  An- 
tardlic  circle  a  fecond  time  on  Decen-\ber  the  20th,  in  the  longi- 
tude of  147  degrees,  46  minutes  weft.     The  next  morning  they 
faw  innumerable  ice-iflands,  high  and  rugged,  their  tops  form- 
ed into  various  peaks,  which  diftinguifhed  them    from   thofe  ' 
hitherto  obferved,  which  were  commonly  flat  at  the  top.  Many 
of  thofe  now  feen  were  between  two  and  three  hundred  feet  in 
height,  and  between  two  and  three  miles  in  circuit,  with  per- 
pendicular cliffs  or  fides,  aftonifliing  to  behold.     Mofl:  of  their 
winged  companions  had  now  left  them,  except  the  grey  alba- 
irofTes,  and  inftead  of  the  other  birds,  they  were  vifited  by  a 
few  Antarctic  pete^els,  two  of  which  were  Oiot.     From  the  ap- 
pearance of   the  former,  captain  Cook  fays,  "  we  may  with 
<'  reafon  conjecture  that  there  is  land  to  the  fouth."     Decem- 
ber the  22d,  they  had  penetrated  to  67  degrees,  31   minutes 
fouth,  being  the  highefi:  latitude  they  had  yet   reached.     The 
longitude  was  142  degrees,  54  minutes  weft.     They  celebrated 
Chriftmas  day  the   25th   with  great  feftivity,  the  failors  feaft- 
ing  on  a  double  portion  of  pudding,  and  regaling  themfelves 
with  the  brandy  which  they  had  faved  from  their  allowance  fe- 
veral months  before,  being  folicitous  to  get  very  drunk.     The 
fight  of  an  immenfe  number  of  ice-iflands,  among  which  the 
fliip  drifted  at  the  mercy  of  the  current,  every  moment  in  dar^- 
ger  of  being  daflied  in   pieces,   ^ould  not  deter  them  from  in. 
<lulging   in   their   favourite  amufement;  as  long  as  they  had 
brandy  left,  they  would  perfift  to  keep  Chriftmas,   though  the 
.elements  had  confnired  together  for  their  deftrudicn. 

Vol.  IV.  '^'^  y  January 
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A.  D.  January  3d,  1774,  being  in  latitude  ^d  degrees  fouth,  and  Ion- 
*774*  gitude  140  degrees  31  minutes  weft,  the  wind  obliged  them  to 
fteer  more  to  the  north-eaft  than  they  would  have  chofen,  by 
which  they  left  unexamined  afpace  of  40  degrees  of  longitude,  and 
20  degrees  of  latitude  ;  which,  however,  was  afterwards  explored 
on  the  return  of  the  Rcfolution  next  year,  and  likewife  by  captain 
Furncaux  in  the  Adventure  much  about  this  time.  The  wind 
increaled  fo  much  on  January  the  15th,  that  it  was  very  doubt- 
ful whether  our  navigators  would  return  to  give  an  account  of 
their  voyage.  At  nine  at  night  a  huge  mountainous  wave  flruck 
the  fllip  on  the  beam  and  nlled  the  deck  with  a  deluge  of  wa- 
ter, which  poured  into  the  cabin,  extinguifhed  the  lights,  and 
left  the  gentlemen  there  in  doubt  whether  they  were  not  en- 
tirely overwhelmed,  and  finking  into  the  abyfs.  They  pafkd 
for  a  third  time  the  Antar£lic  circle  on  January  26th,  in  lon- 
gitude 109  degrees  wefl,  when  they  found  the  mildeft  fun-fhine 
that  had  been  experienced  in  the  frigid  zone.  This  led  them  to 
entertain  hopes  of  penetrating  as  far  towards  the  fouth  pole  as 
other  navigators  had  done  towards  the  north-,  but  the  next  day 
they  difcovered  a  folid  ice  field  before  them  of  immenfe  extenty. 
bearing  from  eaft  to  weft.  Abed  of  fragments  floated  all  round 
this  field,  which  feemed  to  be  raifed  feveral  feet  high  above  the 
levfl  of  the  v^atsr.  Whilft  in  this  fltuation,  they  obferved  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  horizon  illuminated  by  the  rays  of  light  re- 
fle6led  from  the  ice  to  an  amazing  height.  Ninety-feven  ice- 
iflands  were  counted  within  the  field,  befidethefe  on  theoutfidej. 
many  of  them  were  large,  and  looked  like  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, rifing  one  above  another  till  they  were  loft  in  the  clouds. 
The  outer  or  northern  edge  of  this  immenfe  field  was  compofed 
of  loofe  or  broken  ice  clofe  packed  together;  fo  that  it  was  not 
poffible  for  any  thing  to  enter  it.  Captain  Cook,  however,  is 
of  opinion,  that  there  muft  be  land  to  the  fouth  behind  this  ice  j 
but  adds,  "  It  can  afford  no  better  retreat  for  birds,  or  any 
♦'  other  animals,  than  the  ice  itfelf,  with  which  it  muft  be  en- 
*'  tirely  covered.  I  who  was  ambitious  not  only  of  going  far- 
**  thcr  than  any  body  had  gone  before,  but  as  far  as  it  was 
<'  poffible  for  man  to  go,  was  not  forry  at  meeting  with  this  in- 
**  tsrrugtion ;  as  it  in  fbme  nieafure  relieved  us,  and  fliortened 

«  the 
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*««  the  clangers  and  hardfliips  infeparable  from  the  navigation  A.  D. 
««  of  the  fouthern    polar  regions.     Since    then    wc   could   not  1774' 
*«  proceed  farther  to  the  fcuth,  no  other  reafoo  need  be  affigned 
*«  for  my  tacking  and  ftanding  back  to  the  north,  beiwg  at  this 
*'  time  in  tlie  latitude  of  71    degreesj  10  minutes  fcuth,  arid 
"  longitude  106  degrees,  54  minutes  wert." 

Csptain  Cook  then  went  in  fearch  of  the  land,  faid  to  have  been 
difcovered  by  Juan  Fernandr:z  about  a  century  ago,  in  latitude 
38  degrees,  and  laid  down  by  Mr.  Dairy mp!e  in  yo  degrees 
wefl,  but  no  fuch  land  was  found  in  this  fituation  :  if  there  is  any  ^ 
land  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  can  be  nothing  but  a  fmall  ifland 
The  captain  then  proceededtothe  Marquefas  illandsdifcovered  hv 
Mendana  in  i  ^95,  and  vilited  a  fecond  time  during.this  voyage  the 
•queen  of  tropical  ifiands,  Otaheite  ;  where,  having  refrelhed,  he 
failed  for  the  new  Hebrides,  which  though  difcovercd  as  early  as 
1606  by  that  great  navigator  Oidros,  had  never  been  rulhcienEi^ 
explored.  Captain  Cook,  befides  afcertaining  the  extent  and 
fituation  of  the  iflands  of  this  Archipelago,  which  had  beea 
barely  feen  by  others,  added  the  knowledge  of  feveral  before 
unknown,  which  intitled  him  to  give  the  whole  the  appellation 
•which  they  now  bear  They  are  fituatedin  the  direcStion  of  north- 
north  weft  and  fouth-fouth  ezd,  between  the  latitudes  of  14 
degrees,  29  mir.utes,  and  20  d>;grces,  4  minutes  fouth,  and  be- 
tv/een  the  longitudes  of  166  degrees,  41  minutes,  and  170  de- 
grees, 21  minutes  eaO,  extending  125  leagues.  Of  all  thcfe 
iilands  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo  is  the  mcft  wefterly  and  the 
largeft,  being  twfnty-two  leagues  in  length,,  and  twelve  in 
brcr.dih.  The  lands,  efpecially  on  thie  weft  fide,  are  exceed™ 
jngly  high  and  mountainous,  generally  covered  with  wood,  and 
the  vallies  uncommcnly  luxuriant,  watered  by  fcreams  and  che- 
quered with  plantations.  On  the  weft  ilJe  is  a  large  and  Qiq 
bay,  the  two  points  which  form  irs  entrance  lying  at  the 
diftance  often  leagues  from  each  other.  The  inhabitants  are 
of  a  ftout  make,  dark  colour,  with  woolly  hair  j  though  alm'jfl 
naked,  their  perfons  are  adorned  with  ihells  and  feathers  ;  rouml 
their  middle  they  wear  a  narrow  belt,  from  v^^hich  is  hung  » 
matted  belt  which  covers  them  behind  and  before  as  low  as  the 
Uf,ess.  They  had  no  other  arms  but  %ears  with  two  or  three 
Y  y  2  prongs. 
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A.  D,  prongs,  which  feemed  rather  intended  for  attacking  fifli  than 
^y?^-  men.  The  Second  day  after  the  fhip  arrived  on  their  coafl:  they 
were  with  much  difficulty  prevailed  oh  to  approach  near  enough 
to  receive  feme  prefents,  of  which  nails  were  accepted  with 
the  greatefl  plcafure.  They  faftened  a  branch  of  the  pepper 
plant  to  the  rope  by  which  the  nails  were  let  down,  which  was 
the  only  return  they  made  for  the  generofity  of  the  flrangers. 
Their  language  bears  fome  refemblance  to  that  of  the  Friendly 
«   Iflands. 

MallicoIIo  is  the  moft  confiderable  ifland  next  to  Efpiritu  San- 
to, being  i  o  leagues  in  Icngih,  an*.'  8  at  its  greateft  breadth.  It  is 
not  only  fertile,  but  appears  to  have  been  very  anciently  inhabited, 
as  the  natives  called  it  by  nearly  the  fame  name  which  Quiros  had 
received  160  years  ago.  The  people  here  are  defcribed  as  the  moft 
ugly  and  ill-proportioned  that  can  well  be  imagined,  and  differ- 
ing  in  almofi:  every  relpefi:  from    the  other   iflanders   in  the 
South  Sea.  They  are  of  a  dark  colour,  and  diminutive  fize,  long 
beads,  monkey  faces,   their   hair  black  and  curly,   but  not  fo 
foft  or  v/ool'y  as  that  of  a  negro.     The  men  go  quite  naked  ; 
and  what  increafes  their  natural  deformity  is  a  rope  as  thick  as 
a  man's  finger  tied  round  the  beily,  cutting  a  deep  notch  acrofs 
the  body,  which  feems  divided  into  two  parts  by  this  tight  and 
unnatural  ligature.    Moft  other  nations  invent  Tome  kind  of  co- 
vering from  motives  of  (hame,  but  here  a  roll   of  cloth,   conti- 
nually faftened  to  the  belt,  rather  difplnys  than  conceals,  and  is 
the  oppofite  of  modcil^y.     They  are  armed   with  fpears,  bows 
and  arrows;  but  are  of  a  more    pacific  difpofition  than  moft 
ccher  favages,  having  ventured  to  the  fhip  without  much  invita- 
tion, and  received  with  much  complacence  the  prefents  offered 
them,  for  which  they  made  a  fuitable  return.     When  they  re- 
turned on  Viioie  the  found  of  iinging  and  beating  their  drums 
•was  heard  all  night.     Mr,  Fofter  fuopofcss  there  may  be  50,000 
inhabitants  on  this  extenfive  iiland,  which  contains  more  than 
60  fquare  miles,  covered  for  the  mofl  part  with  a  continued 
foreft,  of  which  a  few  infulated  fpots  only  are  cleared,  which 
are  lofl  in  the  extenfive  wild  like  faiall   ifinnds   in   the  Pacific 
Ocean. 

Very 


OF    King     GEORGE    III. 

357 

Very  few  women  were  fecn,  but  thofe  few  were  no  lefs  ugly  a  -pj 
(han  the  men;  of  a  fmall  ftature,  their  heads,  faces,  and  fhoul-  1774* 
ders  painted  red.  1  heir  food  confifls  principally  of  vegetables, 
which  they  cultivate  with  much  care  ;  hogs  and  fowls  abound, 
and  by  means  of  their  canoes  they  draw  a  confiderable  fupply 
of  fifh  from  the  ocean.  When  the  Piefolution  was  about  tQ 
depart,  captain  Cook  fays,  **  the  natives  came  off  in  canoes, 
"  making  exchanges  with  flill  greater  confidence  than  before, 
♦*  and  giving  fuch  extraordinary  proofs  of  their  honefly,  as  fur- 
"  prifed  us.  As  the  fhip  at  firfi:  had  frefli  way  through  the 
*'  water,  feveral  of  the  canoes  dropped  allern  after  they  had 
**  received  goods,  and  before  they  had  time  to  deliver  theirs 
<*  in  return  ;  inftead  of  taking  advantage  of  this,  as  our  friends 
»'  at  the  Society  Iflands  would  have  done,  they  ufed  their  utmoft 
*'  eftbrts  to  get  up  with  us,  and  deliver  what  they  had  already 
»«  been  paid  for  ;  one  man  in  particular  followed  us  a  conGder- 
«<  able  time,  and  did  not  reach  us  till  it  was  calm,  and  the 
**  thing  was  forgotten  ;  as  foon  as  he  came  along-llde  he  held 
*'  up  tlie  article,  which  feveral  on  board  were  ready  to  buy, 
«  but  he  refufed  to  part  with  it  till  he  faw  the  perfon  to  whom 
«  he  had  before  fold  it ;  this  perfon  not  knowing  the  man  again, 
*'  offered  him  fomething  in  return,  which  he  conffantly  refufed, 
*«  and  {bowing  him  what  had  been  given  before,  at  length 
*'  made  him  fenfible  of  the  nice  point  of  honour  by  which  he 
«  was  actuated."  Befides  excelling  all  their  neighbours  in  pro- 
bity, they  appeared  the  mofl  intelligent  of  any  nation  that  had 
been  feen  in  the  South  Sea.  They  readily  underflood  the  mean- 
ing conveyed  by  figns  and  geftures,  and  in  a  few  minutes  taught 
the  gentlemen  of  the  fliip  feveral  words  in  their  language,  which 
is  wholly  diflinct  from  that  general  tongue  of  which  fo  many 
dialects  are  fpoken  at  the  Society  Iflands,  the  Marquefas, 
Friendly  Ifles,  Eafter  Ifland  and  New  Zealand.  They  were  not 
only  affiduous  in  teaching,  but  had  great  curiofity  to  learn  the 
language  of  the  flrangers,  which  they  pronounced  with  fuch 
accuracy,  and  retained  with  fuch  force  of  recollection,  as  led 
their  inftrudtors  to  admire  their  extenfive  faculties  and  quick 
appreheniion  ^  (o  that  what    they  wanted  in  perfon   or  beauty 

was 
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A.  D.  was  amply  compenfated  to  them  In  acutenefs  of  underHanding, 

*774'  and  probity  of  heart. 

Captain  Cook  continued  fixteen  days  at  another  ifland  called 
Tanna,  diftinguillied  by  a  furious  volcano,  which  was  feen 
burning  at  a  great  diftance  at  fea.  The  foil  of  this  ifland  is 
compofed  of  decayed  vegetables  intermixed  with  the  alhes  of 
the  volcano,  and  the  country  is  in  general  fo  covered  with  trees, 
ihrubs,  and  plants,  as  to  choalc  up  the  bread-truit  and  cocoa 
nuts.  The  natives  are  not  numerous,  but  ilronger  and  better 
proportioned  than  the  MallicoUefe.  Not  one  fingle  corpulent 
man  was  feen  here ;  all  are  active  and  full  of  fpirit.  Their  fea- 
tures are  large^  the  nofe  broad,  but  the  eyes  full  and  generally 
agreeable.  They  feem  to  excel  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  yet  they  are 
not  fond  of  labour  ;  they  never  would  put  a  hand  to  afliif  in 
any  work  the  lliip's  company  was  carrying  on,  which  the  Indi- 
ans of  other  iflands  ufed  to  delight  in  :  here  they  throw  all  the 
laborious  drudgery  on  the  women,  many  oi  whom  were  feea 
carrying  a  child  on  their  backs,  and  a  bundle  under  their  arm, 
and  a  fellow  ftrutting  before  them  with  only  a  club  or  a  fpear. 
The  plantations  confifl  of  yams,  bunanas,  eddoes  and  fugar 
canes,  all  which  being  very  low,  permit  the  eye  to  take  in  a 
great  extent  of  country  There  are  plenty  of  hogs,  but  very  few 
domeftic  fowls.  Rats  of  the  fame  fpecies  common  in  the  other 
iflands  were  feen  running  about  in  great  numbers.  They  par- 
ticularly frequent  the  fields  of  fugar  canes,  where  they  make 
<lefl:ru£live  depredations- 
Captain  Cook  continued  furveying  thefe  iflands  during  the 
month  of  Augufl,  1774;  from  which  he  fet  fail  the  ifb  Sep- 
tember, and  having  flood  to  fouth-wefi  all  night,  next  day  no 
j-nore  land  was  to  be  feen.  On  the  4th  of  September,  being  in 
the  latitude  of  19  degrees  14  minutes  fouth,  and  the  longitude 
of  165  degrees  eaft,  land  was  difcovered  bearing  fouth-fouth- 
weft,  for  which  he  continued  to  fleer  till  five  in  the  evening. 
The  Ihip  had  hardly  got  to  an  anchor  on  the  5th  before  it  was 
furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  canoes,  carrying  the  natives, 
moft  of  whom  were  unarmed.  They  were  prevailed  on  to  re- 
ceive fome  prefents,  lowered  down  to  them  by  a  rope,  in  return 
for   u'hich   they  tied   two  fifli  th^t  flunk  intolerably.     Thefe 
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mutual  exchanges  brought  on  a  degree  of  confidence;  feveralA.D« 
came  on  board,  and  flayed  dinner,  but  could  not  be  perfuaded '774* 
to  eat  any  thing  but  yams.  They  were  curious  in  examining 
every  part  of  the  fliip,  which  they  viewed  with  uncommon  at- 
tention. They  were  fond  of  fpike  nails,  and  pieces  of  coloured 
cloth,  efpecially  red.  After  dinner  the  captain  went  on  fliore 
with  two  armed  boats,  carrying  with  him  one  of  the  natives, 
\vho  had  conceived  an  attachment  for  him.  They  landed  on  a 
fandy  beach  before  a  vafl:  number  of  people,  who  had  affembled 
merely  from  curiofity.  The  captain  made  prefents  to  all  thofe 
his  friend  pointed  out,  v/ho  were  either  old  men,  or  fuch  as 
feemed  to  be  perfons  of  fome  note  :  he  offered  to  make  prefents 
to  fome  women  who  flood  behind  the  crowd,  but  his  friend  re- 
ftrained  him  from  this  a£l  of  complaifance.  A  chief,  named 
Teabooma,  then  made  a  fpeech  confifting  of  fhort  fentences, 
to  each  of  which  two  or  three  old  men  anfvvered  by  noddino' 
their  heads,  and  giving  a  kind  of  grunt,  fignificant  of  approba^ 
tion.  The  fpeech  was  made  on  account  of  the  ftrangers,  to 
whom  it  feemed  to  be  very  favourable.  The  captain  having  tl^en 
inquired  by  figns  for  frefh  water,  fome  pointed  to  the  eaft,  and 
others  to  the  weft.  His  friend  undertook  to  condu6l  him  to  it 
in  the  boats  j  and  having  rowed  about  two  miles  up  the  coaft  to 
the  eaft,  where  the  fliore  was  moflly  covered  with  mangrove 
trees,  they  entered  by  a  narrow  creek,  which  led  to  a  little 
"UraggUng  village,  near  which  was  abundance  of  frefh  water. 
The  ground  near  this  village  was  finely  cultivated,  being  laid 
out  in  plantations  of  fugar  cane,  plantains,  yams,  and  other 
roots,  and  watered  by  little  rills,  artfully  conduced  froni 
the  main  flream  which  flowed  from  the  hills.  Here  were  fome 
cocoa-nut  trees,  which  did  not  feem  burdened  with  fruit :  the 
crowing  of  cocks  was  heard,  but  none  of  them  were  (etii.  In 
proceeding  up  the  creek,.  Mr.  Foller  fhot  a  duck,  which  was- 
the  firfc  ufe  rhefe  people  law  of  fire-arms.  The  captain's  friend 
was  at  much  pains  to  explain  to  his  countrymen  how  it  had 
been  killed.  "The  day  being  far  fpent,"  fays  the  captain,  «'  and 
*♦  the  tide  not  permitting  us  toftay  longer  in  the  creek,  wp  took 
«*  leave  of  the  people,  and  got  on  board  a  little  after  fun-fet. 
'"  From  this  little  cxcurfion  I  found  we  v/ere  to  cxpedt  nothing 
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/^^  J), "  from  thefe  people  but  the  privilege  of  vlfiting  their  countrf 

1774.  *'  undifturbed.  For  it  was  eafy  to  fee  they  had  little  more  than 

"  good  nature  to  beftow.     In  this  they  exceeded  all  the  nations 

**  we  had  yet  met ;  and  although  it  did  not  fatisfy  the  demands 

*'  of  nature,  it  at  once  pleafed,  and  left  our  minds  at  eafe." 

The  captain  continued  the  greatefl  part  of  the  month  in  ex- 
amining this  ifland,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  New  Caledo- 
nia. It  is  the  largeft  of  all  the  tropical  illands  in  thofe  parts, 
and,  excepting  New  Holland  and  New  Zealand,  is  the  largeft 
that  has  been  difcovered  in  the  fouth  Pacific  Ocean.  It  extends 
from  19  degrees,  37  minutes,  to  22  degrees,  30  minutes  fouth 
latitude,  and  from  163  degrees,  37  minutes,  to  167  degrees,  14 
minutes  eafl:  longitude  j  being  twelve  degrees  diftant  from  New 
Holland;  and  the  country  bearing  aftrongrefemblanceto  thofe 
parts  of  New  South  Wales  that  lie  under  the  fame  parallel  of 
latitude.  The  whole  coaft;  feems  to  be  furrounded  by  reefs  and 
flioals  which  render  the  accefs  to  it  very  dangerous  •,  but  at  the 
fame  time  guard  the  coafls  againfl  the  violence  of  the  wind  and 
fea,  caufe  them  to  abound  wirh  fifli,  and  fecure  an  eafy  andfafe 
navigation  for  canoes.  Thefe  Indians  are  ftout,  tall,  and  in  ge- 
neral well  proportioned  ;  their  benrds  and  hair  black  and  flrong- 
ly  frizzled,  fo  as  10  be  almofr  v/oolly  in  fome  individuals.  They 
are  remarkably  courteous  and  friendly;  but  their  appearance  is 
verv  indecent,  every  Caledonian  being,  like  the  natives  of  Tan- 
na  and  Mallicollo,  an  ambulant  llatue  of  the  Roman  garden-god. 
Yet  there  was  not  a  fingle  inftance  of  the  women  permitting 
any  improper  familiarities.  They  fometimes  indeed  mixed  in  the 
crowd,  and  amufed  themfelves  with  encouraging  the  propofals 
•f  the  feamen,  beckoning  them  to  come  along  the  bufhes  ;  but 
as  foon  as  the  failors  followed,  they  gave  them  the  flip,  running 
away  with  great  agility,  and  laughing  very  heartily  at  their  ri- 
diculous difappointment. 

Their  houfes  or  huts  are  circular  as  a  bee-hive,  and  full  as 
clofe  and  warm.  The  entrance  is  by  a  fquare  hole,  big  enough 
to  admit  a  min  bent  double  ;  the  fide-walls  four  feet  and  a  half 
high,  the  roof  more  lofty,  peaked  at  the  top,  and  fupporting  a 
poll  of  wood  ornamented  with  carving  or  (hells.  They  com- 
monly erect  fevcral  huts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  each   other, 
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under  a  clufler  of  thick  fig-trees,  whofe  foliage  is  impervious  to  A.  D. 
the  rays  of  the  fun.  The  ihip  did  not  continue  long  enough  on  J  774* 
this  coall:  for  the  captain  to  acquire  any  certain  knowledge  con- 
cerning the  language,  government,  and  religion  of  the  natives, 
They  are  governed  by  chiefs,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the  New 
Hebrides,  and  pay  a  great  degree  of  deference  to  old  age.  No 
circumftance  was  obferved  in  their  behaviour  which  denoted  the 
fmallell  fuperflition  of  any  kind. 

After  leaving  New  Caledonia,  the  Refolution,  fleering  fouth- 
%vard,  fbll  in  with  an  uninhabited  ifland  the  loth  October,  I  774» 
which  the  captain  named  tsotfolk  ifle,  in  honour  of  the  noble 
family  of  Howard.  It  lies  in  latitude  29  degrees  2  minute? 
fouth,  longitude  168  degrees  i6  minutes  ealf.  It  is  about  three. 
miles  long,  very  fleep,  covered  with  cyprefs  trees,  abounding  in 
a  red  porous  lava,  which  indicates  that  this  ifland  had  been  ;; 
volcano.  Ihe  productions  of  New  Zealand  are  here  combined 
with  thofe  of  the  New  Hebrides  and  Caledonia,  for  the  cyprefs 
of  the  one,  as  well  as  the  cabbage  palrii  of  the  other,  flourifli 
in  great  perfedlion  ;  the  former  yielding  timber  for  the  carpen- 
ter, and  the  latter  affording  a  moft  palatable  and  wliolefome  re- 
frefhmenti  The  filh  caught  here,  together  with  the  birds  and 
vegetables,  enabled  the  fliip's  company  to  fare  fumptuoufly  every 
day  during  their  (lay.  Here  is  likewife  the  valuable  flax  plant 
of  New  Zealand  ;  all  which  circumflances,-  if  the  ifland  were  a 
little  larger,  would  render  it  an  unexceptionable  place  fdr  an 
European  fettlement. 

The  greateft  defe£l  of  Norf^jlk  ifland,  as  well  as  of  all  thofe 
lately  vifited,  is  the  fcarcity  of  animal  food,  with  which,  how- 
ever, they  might  cahly  be  flored  in  great  abundance.  But  this 
circumflance  obliged  the  captain  to  fail  again  for  New  Zealand, 
where  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  ths 
19th  O£lober,  1774.  Here  he  continued  tiil  the  toth  of  Nor 
vember,  when,  having  already  latisfied  himfeU  of  the  non-exift- 
ence  of  an  undifcovered  continent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  Magellanic  regions,  and  by  exploring  ihc 
unknown  parts  of  the  Atlantic  and  Indian  oceans,  to  complete  thi: 
furvey  of  the  fouthem  hemlfphere.  The  firft  objcdl  of  this  cruiz;; 
was  to  difcover  an  extenfive  coafl  laid  dov.-n  by  Mr.  Dalrymplci 
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A.  D.  between  40  and  53  degrees  weft  longitude,  and  in  the  latitude  of 
*774«  54  and  58  degrees  fouth,  in  which  he  places  the  bay  of  St.  Se- 
baflian.  But  no  I'uch  coall  was  to  be  found  j  and  as  captain 
Furneaux  in  the  Adventure  pafl'ed  acrofs  that  part  where  the 
eaftern  and  weftern  fliores  are  lard  down,  it  appears  thatnofuch 
land  exif^s  in  the  fituation  afligned  to  it  in  the  Englifhor  French 
charts.  On  January  14th,  1775,  land  was  difcovered  in  lati- 
tude 53  degrees  56  minutes  fouth,  longitude  39  degrees  24  mi- 
nutes weft. ;  the  mountains  appeared  of  an  ininienfe  height,  co- 
vered with  fnow  and  ice  to  the  water's  edge.  Towards  the 
fouth  feveral  low  lands  were  fcen,  which  appeared  to  have  fome 
verdure  upon  them,  and  were  therefore  called  the  Green  Iflands. 
This  land,  which  was  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  a  great  con- 
tinent, v-^as  found  at  length  to  be  an  ifland  of  70  leagues  in  cir- 
cuit, between  the  latitudes  of  53  degrees  57  minutes  and  54 
degrees  57  minutes  fouth,  and  the  longitudes  of  38  degrees  13 
minutes  and  35  degrees  34  minutes  weft.  It  is  not  eafy  to  coiT- 
ceive  any  thing  more  difmal  than  the  face  of  nature  in  this  ifland; 
Though  it  was  in  the  midft  of  the  fumnier  of  that  climate,,  the 
iiland  feemed  in  a  manner  walled  round  with  ice,  and  muft  have 
been  nearly  inacceflible  in  any  other  feafon.  Captain  Cook 
knded  in  a  bay  on  the  northern  ftde,  which  he  called  Pofleffion 
Bay,  becaufe  here  he  took  pofleflion  for  his  majefty  of  this 
dreary  manfion  of  fterility  under  the  name  of  Southern  Geor- 
gia. The  head  of  the  bay,  as  well  as  two  places  on  each  fide, 
were  terminated  by  perpendicular  cliffs  of  great  height,  fuch  as 
jlre  found  in  the  harbour  of  Spitzbergen  in  the  northern  hemi- 
fphere.  Pieces  were  continually  breaking  oir,  and  floating  out 
to  fea ;  and  a  great  fall  happened  while  the  Ihip  was  in  the  bay, 
which  made  a  noife  like  cannon.  The  other  parts  of  the 
country  were  not  lefs  favage  and  horrible.  The  wild  rocks 
raifed  their  lofty  fummits  till  they  were  loft  in  the  clouds,  and 
the  vallies  lay  involved  in  fncw,  affording  no  trees  nor  ftirubs, 
nor  the  leaft  figns  of  vegetation.  Captain  Cook  examined  alfo 
the  foutiiern  parts  of  this  ifland,  which  afforded  nothing  but  a 
ftrong-bladed  grafs  growing  in  tufts,  wild  burnet,  and  a  plant 
of  the  mofly  kind  fpringing  from  the  rocks.  Seals,  fea-lions, 
and  penguins  were  the  only  appearances  of  animated  nature  in 
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this  land  of  defolation,  which  the  captain  left  on  the  2<5th  of  A.D. 
January,  intending  to  Iteer  eaft-fouth-eafl:  until  he  arrived  jn  60  ^774* 
degrees  latitude,  beyond  which  he  meant  not  to  proceed,  unlefs 
he  difcovered  certain  figns  of  failing  in  with  land.  In  the  pro- 
fecution  of  this  defign  he  met  with  nothing  but  thick  fogs  and 
continual  iflands  of  ice,  the  unintermitting  afpeiSl  of  which  at 
length  tired  even  this  perievering  adventurer.  Many  on  bourd 
■were  at  this  time  afH:Ctcd  with  fevere  rheumatic  pains  and  colds, 
and  fome  were  fuddenly  taken  with  fainting  fits,  fince  their  un- 
vvholefome,  juicelefs  food  could  not  fupply  the  waile  of  animal 
fpirits.  When  the  hope  ot  reaching  a  milder  climate  diffufed  a 
general  fatisfa6lion  -another  frozen  country  rofe  to  their  view 
the  31ft  January.  Captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of  Sandwich 
Land  to  this  difcovery,  which  may  pofTibly  be-  the  northern 
point  of  a  continent ;  for  he  is  of  opinion,  that  there  is  a  trafjt 
of  land  near  the  pole,  which  is  the  iource  of  mod  of  the  ice 
that  is  fpread  over  this  vafb  ibuthern  ocean.  He  likewiJ'e  thinks 
that  it  extends  fartheft  to  the  north,  oppohte  the  fouthern  At- 
lantic and  Indian  oceans^  becaufe  ice  was  always  found  more  to 
the  north  in  thole  feas  than  in  thefouthern-Pacific,  which  he  ima- 
gines would  not  happen  unlets  there  was  land  of  confiderable 
extent  to  the  fouth.  But  the  danger  of  exploring  thefe  unknown 
regions  of  winter  is  fo  great  that  he  concludes,  feemingly  on 
good  grounds,  that  no  man  will  everventure  farther  than  he  has 
done.  The  moll  fouthern  extremity  that  was  feen  lies  in  latitude 
59  degrees  30  minutes  fouth,  longitude  27  degrees  30  minutes 
well:.  To  this  he  gave  the  name  of  Southern  Thule,  beyond 
which  nothing,  perhaps,  will  ever  be  difcovered.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  conceive  any  profpecR:  more  inexprelFibly  horrid  than  the 
appearance  of  this  country  j  a  country  doomed  by  nature  never 
to  feel  the  genial  warmth  of  the  fun's  rays,  and  where  all  life 
and  vegetation  are  for  ever  fliut  up  in  eternal  froll.  This  for- 
bidden coail  admjitted  of  no  anchorage  ;  every  place  that  look- 
ed like  a  harbour  being  blocked  up  with  ice.  Captain  Cook 
having  thus  fully  accompliflied  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  pro- 
ceeded northward,  and  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  as 
?vbove  mentioned. 

Z  z  2  3ejbr« 
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A.  D.  Before  we  conclude  the  hifcory  of  this  voyage,  It  mud  not  bo 
*  774* -omitted  that  captain  Cook,  when  he  returned  to  Otaheite,  April 
1774,  hnd  an  opportunity  of  examining,  with  more  accuracy 
than  had  been  hitherto  done,  the  naval  force  of  this  ifland. 
Having  gone  by  appointment  to  the  diftricl:  called  Opparee,  to 
pay  a  villt  to  Oroo  the  Icing,  he  obferved  a  number  of  large 
canoes  in  motion  5  all  of  which,  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  drew  up  in  regular  order,  completely  manned 
and  equipped.  The  vefTels  were  decorated  with  flags  and 
dreamers,  fo  that  the  whole  made  a  more  fplendid  appearance 
than  could  have  been  expc6ted  in  thofe  feas.  Their  inftruments 
of  war  Avere  clubs,  fpears,  and  Hones;  the  canoes  were  ranged 
clofe  along-fide  of  each  other  with  their  heads  afhore,  and  the 
ftem  to  the  fea  ;  the  admiral's  veffel  being  nearly  in  the  centre. 
Befides  the  velfels  of  war,  there  were  an  hundred  and  feventy 
fail  of  fmaller  double  canoes,  all  with  a  little  houfe  upon  them, 
and  rigged  with  mafi:  and  fail,  which  the  war  canoes  had  not. 
The  former  muft  have  been  intended  for  tranfports  and  vidlual- 
lers,  for  in  t!ie  war  canoes  there  was  no  fort  of  provifions 
whatever.  In  all  the  three  hundred  and  thirty  veffels  the  cap- 
Tain  guefied  there  might  be  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fixfy  men,  a  number  v/bich,  he  fays,  appears  incredible,  efpecial- 
fy  as  he  was  told  the  whole  belonged  to  two  diftritts,  the  ifland 
being  divided  into  more  than  forty.  In  this  computation,  how- 
ever, he  allowed  but  forty  men,  troops  and  rowers,  to  each  of 
the  larger  canoes,  and  eight  to  each  of  the  fmaller;  an  cftimate 
which  all  his  oiJiccrs  ar"*eed  rather  to  fail  iliort  of,  than  to  cx- 
ceed  the  truth.  The  fleet  was  going  out  to  attack  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Eimeo,  who  had  ventured  to  provoke  the  Otaheiteans  to 
a  naval  engagement.  The  captain  was  obliged  to  depart  before 
he  fjfw  the  conclufion  of  this  affair  ;  but  the  marine  flrengtlx 
which  lie  witnefTed  led  him  to  important  reflections  concerning 
the  populoufnefs  of  Otaheite.  "  It  had  been  obferved,"  he  fays, 
**  that  the  number  of  war  canoes  belonging  to  the  diftridls  of 
*<  Altahourou  and  Ahopata  was  an  hundred  and  fixty ;  to  Tet- 
*<  taha  forty,  and  to  Matavai  ten  ;  and  that  this  diftridl  did 
«<  not  equip  one  fourth  part  of  that  number.  If  we  fuppofe 
«  every  diftricl  in  the  ifland,  of  \Yhich  there  are  forty-three,  to 

<•  raife 
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«<  raife  and  equip  the  fame  number  of  war  canoes  as  Tettaha,  we  A.  D. 
**  fhall  find,  by  this  eftimate,  that  the  whole  ifland  can  raife  antl  1/74* 
**  equip  1720  war  canoes,  and  68,000  able  I'eamen;  allowing 
**  forty  men  to  each  canoe.  And,  as  thefe  cannot  amount  to 
**  above  one  third  part  of  the  number  of  both  fexes,  children 
^'  includetl,  the  whole  ifland  cannot  contain  lefs  than  204,000 
**  inhabitants  ;  a  number  which  at  firft  fight  exceeded  my  be- 
*'  lief.  But,  when  I  came  to  reflect  on  the  vafl:  fwarms  which 
^'  appeared  wherever  we  came,  I  was  convinced  that  this  eftimate 
**  was  not  much,  if  at  all,  too  great.  There  cannot  be  a  greater 
"  proof  of  the  richnefs  and  fertility  of  Otaheite,  (not  forty 
**  leagues  in  circuit),  than  its  fupporting  fuch  a  number  of  in- 
**  habitants."  We  now  return  from  defcribing  the  difcoveries 
of  this  enterprizing  and  judicious  commander,  to  relate  the  fe- 
quel  of  our  domeftic  misfortunes. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  although  the  miniflry  had 
given  way  to  the  refractory  fpirit  of  the  colonies  in  many  other 
inftances,  yet  the  odious  and  ill-judged  tax  on  tea  imported  into 
America  was  fi:ill  fupported  by  the  force  of  an  acl  of  parlia- 
ment. This  regulation,  which  had  been  much  objeifled  to  at 
home,  was  univerfally  obnoxious  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. The  Americans  forefaw,  that  if  the  tea  was  once  landed^ 
and  in  the  hands  of  confignees  appointed  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, which  had  lately  fallen  under  the  direction  of  govern- 
ment, it  would  be  impoffibleto  prevent  its  fale  and  confumption: 
and  they  therefore  confidered  the  duty  on  this  commodity  as  a 
meafure  calculated  to  deceive  them  into  a  general  compliance 
with  the  revenue  laws,  and  thereby  to  open  a  door  to  unlimited 
taxation.  Befides,  all  the  dealers  both  legal  and  clandefi:ine, 
who,  as  tea  is  an  article  of  fuch  general  confumption  in  Ameri- 
ca, were  extremely  powerful,  faw  their  trade  at  once  taken  out 
'  of  their  hands.  Views  of  private  intereft  thus  confpiring  with 
motives  of  public  zeal,  the  fpirit  of  oppoficion  univerfally  diffu- 
fed  itfelf  throughout  the  colonies,  who  determined  to  prevent 
the  landing  of  the  tea  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

Meanwhile  the  tea  fhips  had  failed  from  England,  OtTtober, 
1773,  with  the  following  deftinations:  ForBof^on,  New  York, 
^nd  Philadelphia,  three  fliips,  each  loaded  vvith  <5oo  chefts  of 
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A.  D.  teaj  for  Charleilown  and  Rhode-Ifland,  two  fiiips,  loaded  with 
S774'  2QO  chefts  each  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  2200  chcfts.  As  the 
time  of  this  arrival  approached,  the  people  aflembled  in  diiierent 
places  in  great  bodies  in  order  to  concert  nrjeafures  for  prevent- 
ing this  dangerous  importation.  The  confignees  appointed  for 
vending  the  tea  by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  were  compelled,  in 
molt  places,  at  the  rifk  of  their  lives  and  profjerties,  to  relin- 
quifli  tiieir  employments.  Committees  were  appointed  by  the 
people  to  propofe  tefts,  and  to  punifli  thofe  who  refufed  fub- 
fcribing  whatever  was  propofed,  as  eneznies  to  their  country. 
In  the  tumultuary  afTemblies  held  on  thefe  occallons  innume- 
rable refolutions  were  palled  derogatory  to  the  legifiative 
power  of  Great  Britain.  Inflammatory  hand-bills  and  other 
leditious  papers  were  publiflied  at  New  York,  Charleilown,  and 
Philadelphia ;  but  Bofton,  whicli  had  fo  long  taicen  the  lead  in 
rebellion,  was  the  fcene  of  the  firlt  outrage.  The  fliips  laden 
•with  tea  having  arrived  in  that  port,  were  boarded  (i8th  De- 
cember, i  773)  by  a  number  of  armed  men,  under  the  difguife  of 
Mohawic  Indians,  who  in  a  few  liours  difcharged  the  vakiable 
cargoes  into  the  fea.  Charleilown  in  South  Carolina  followed 
tliis  pernicious  example.  At  New  York  alone  the  tea  was  land- 
,  ed  under  the  cannon  of  a  man  of  war. 

When  the  American  difpatches  arrived,  March  7,  r774,  and 
brought  advice  of  the  outrages  committed  againfl  the  tea-fhips 
at  Bofton,  his  majefly  fent  a  meffage  to  both  houfes,  in  which 
tliey  are  informed,  that  in  confequcnce  of  the  unwarrantable 
practices  carried  on  in  North  America,  and  particularly  of  the 
violent  proceedings  at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with  a  view 
of  obftrutling  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and  upon  grounds 
and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive  of  its  conftitution,  it  was 
thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  parliament ;  that  they 
may  enable  his  majefty  to  take  fuch  nieafures  as  may  be  moft 
likely  to  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  thofe  diforders,  and  confider 
what  farther  regulations  may  be  neceflary  for  fecuring  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  and  the  jufl  dependence  of  the  colonies  upoa 
the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  miniiler  who 
-delivered  this  melTage  allowed,  that  the  defi:ru£lion  of  the  tea  at 
Lofton  might  have  been  prevented  by  calling  in  the  alFifiance  of 

the 
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the  naval  force  which  lay  in  the  harbour  j  but  as  the  leading  A.  D. 
men  in  that  city  had  always  made  great  complaints  of  the  inter-  '774* 
pofition  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  charged  all  difturbances  of 
every  fort  to  their  account,  this  affiftance  had  with  great  pru- 
dence been  declined  ;  the  Boftonians  were  left  to  the  free  exen- 
cife  of  their  own  judgment,  and  the  refult  had  given  the  lie  to 
all  their  former  profeffions. 

The  meiliige  and  declaration  feemed  to  be  at  variance  with 
each  other.  In  the  former  his  nvajefty  defires  the  parliament  to 
impower  him  to  flop  the  courfe  of  diforders,  which  the  minifier 
allows  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  exertion  of  that  force 
with  which  he  was  already  intrufted.  But  it  feems  that  govern- 
ment had  not  as  yet  been  fufficiently  perfuaded  of  the  evil  inten^ 
tions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Borton,  and  wifhed  to  give  them  a  far- 
ther opportunity  of  difplaying  the  moft  extenfive  depravity  of 
their  political  characters.  This  being  now  evident  to  every  un^- 
prejudiced  mind,  the  minifter  opened  his  plan  for  the  reftoration 
of  peace,  order,  juftice,  and  commerce  in  the  MafTachufet's  Bay. 
He  ftated  that  the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parliament  had 
always  originated  in  that  colony,  which  had  been  inftigated  to  a 
rebellious  conduct  by  the  irregular  and  feditious  proceedings  of 
the  town  of  Bofton.  That  therefore,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  tho- 
rough reformation,  it  became  neceffary  to  begin  with  that  town, 
which  by  a  late  unparalleled  outrage  had  led  the  way  to  the  de- 
liruclion  of  commerce  in  all  parts  of  America.  That,  had  fuch 
an  infult  been  offered  to  Britilh  property  in  a  foreign  port,  the 
nation  would  have  been  intitled  to  demand  fatisfattion.  He  pro- 
pofed,  therefore,  that  the  town  of  Bofton  fliould  be  obliged  to 
pay  for  the  tea  which  had  been  dellrcyed,  and  to  give  fecurity 
in  future  that  trade  may  be  fafely  carried  on,  property  prote6l'- 
ed,  laws  obeyed >  and  duties  regularly  paid.  For  this  purpofe, 
he  faid,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  away  from  Bofton  the 
privilege  of  a  port  until  his  majefty  fhould  be  fatisfied  in  thefe 
particulars.  Upon  thefe  arguments  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  (March  14th)  "  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  officers 
•*  concerned  in  collecting  the  cuftoms  from  the  town  of  Bofton 
**  in  the  province  of  the  Maffachufet's  Bay  in  North  America, 
»*  and  to  difcoatinue  the  landing  aad  difciiarging,  lading  aved 
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A.D.  **  fliipplng  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandife  at  the  faid  town 

^7.74-  "  of  Bofton,  or  within  the  harbour  thereof."     This  bill  pafTeJ 

in  the  houfe  of  commons  the  25th  of  March;  and,  after  being 

carried  up  to  the  lords,  received  the  royal  afl'ent  the  3 1  ft  of 

March. 

This  law  forms  the  sera  at  which  has  been  dated  the  decifivc 
refolution  of  parliament  to  proceed  to  extremities  with  the  pro- 
vince of  MafTachufet's  Bay.  Befides  the  (hips  of  war  already 
in  America,  the  Prefton,  admiral  Graves,  with  the  Royal  Oak, 
Worcefter,  and  Egmont,  were  ordered  to  repair  with  all  con- 
venient fpeed  to  Bofton.  But  at  the  fame  time  that  thefe  refo- 
lutions  were  taken,  general  Gage  was  appointed  governor  of  the 
obnoxious  colony,  a  gentleman  who  had  long  relided  there,  and 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants,  with  whom  he  had 
formed  the  nioft  intimate  connections.  This  to  many  afforded 
a  proof  that  the  miniflry  had  fallen  back  into  their  former  irre.- 
folution  ;  and  the  Boftonians  threatened  on  the  one  hand  with 
<an  act  which  deprived  them  of  their  ordinary  means  of  fubfift- 
ence,  and  foothed  on  the  other  by  the  appointment  of  a  gover- 
nor moft  agreeable  to  their  wilhes,  maintained  their  Wonted 
fpirit,  and  continued  to  defy  the  equivocal,  temporizing  timidity 
of  the  mother  country.  They  ventured  to  hold  a  town-meeting, 
at  which  they  refolved  to  invite  the  oCher  colonies  to  flop  all  im- 
ports and  exports  to  and  from  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  until  the  Bofton  port  bill  /liould  be  repealed.  They 
artfully  connected  the  fafety  of  the  liberties  of  North  America 
with  the  punifhment  of  one  rebellious  city,  and,  expatiating  on 
the  injuftice  and  cruelty  of  the  odious  bill,  appealed  from  it  to 
God  and  the  world.  The  governor  arrived  the  middle  of  May, 
and  was  received  at  Bofton  with  the  ufual  honours.  He  laid 
nothing  before  the  provincial  aftembly  but  what  the  ordinary  bu- 
fjnefs  required ;  but  gave  them  notice  of  their  removal  to  the 
town  of  Salt- m  on  the  iirft  of  June,  in  purfuance  of  the  late  adt 
of  parliament. 

Meanwhile  the  Bofton  port  bill,  as  well  as  the  refolutlons 
taken  at  the  town-meeting,  were  difpatcihed  to  every  part  of  the 
continent.  Thefe,  Hke  the  Fury's  torch,  fet  the  countries  every 
where  in  a  flame  through  which  they  paff.'d.    At  New  York  the 
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populace  had  copies  of  the  bill  printed  upon  mourning  paper,  A.I), 
which  they  cried  about  the  ftreets  under  the  title  of  a  barbarous,  1774' 
cruel,  bloody,  and  inhuman  murder.  The  houfe  of  burgeiFes  in 
Virginia  appointed  the  firft  of  June,  the  day  on  which  the  Bo- 
ffon  bill  was  to  have  effedl,  to  be  fet  apart  for  fafting,  prayer, 
and  humiliation;  an  example  which  was  followed  by  almoft 
every  province  of  North  America.  Even  the  inhabitAUts  of  Sa- 
lem who  derived  evident  advantage  from  the  degradation  of  a 
neighbouring  town,  declared  that  they  muft  be  dead  to  every 
idea  of  jull:ice,  and  loft  to  all  the  feelings  of  humanity,  if  they 
could  indulge  one  thought  to  feize  on  wealth,  and  raife  their  for- 
tunes on  the  ruins  of  their  fuffering  neighbours. 

Thus  the  Bofcon  port  bill,  unalTifted  by  thefe  a£live  exertion? 
of  the  m'litary  or  naval  power  of  Great  Britain  which  might 
have  rendered  it  an  object  of  terror,  raifed  a  ilame  from  one: 
end  to  tlie  other  of  the  continent  of  America,  and  united  all  the 
old  colonies  in  one  common  cauie.  They  all  agreed  in  determi- 
ning not  t-o  fubmit  to  the  payment  of  any  internal  taxes  that  were 
not  inipofed  by  their  own  aflemblies,  and  to  fulpend  all  com- 
merce with  the  motlier  country,  until  the  American  grievances  ia 
general,  and  thofe  in  Maffachufet's  Bay  in  particular,  were  fully 
redrelTed.  Nor  were  they  lefs  unanimous  in  entering  into  a  ge- 
neral agreement,  which  was  formed  at  Bolton  under  the  name 
of  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  for  n^utually  fupporting  each 
other,  and  nvaincaining  what  they  deemed  the  rights  of  freemen, 
inviolate.  They  foon  alter  appointed  deputies  from  each  pro- 
vince to  attend  a  General  Congrefs»  which  fnould  contain  tl;a 
united  voice  and  wifdom  of  America,  and  which  they  agreed 
Ihould  be  held  at  Philadelphia  the  5th  of  September,  1774. 
Among  the  iJrft  acls  of  this  affembly  was  a  declaration  ia 
wliich  they  acknowledge  their  dependence,  but  infifl  on  their 
privileges.  Tlu-y  chearfully  confent  to  the  operation  of  fuch 
acls  of  the  Britifli  lec;i{lature  as  are  confined  to  the  regtilation  of 
their  external  commerce,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  com- 
mercial advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother  country  : 
but  they  infift,  that  the  foundation  of  the  EngliOi  conilitutiou 
and  of  all  free  government,  is  a  right  in  tlie  people  to  participate 
in  their  legiilatjvs  council,  and  as  the  colonies  are  not,  and  from 
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A.  D.  various  caufes  cannot  be  reprefented  in  the  Britifli  parliamenr,. 

J  774*  they  are  intitled  to  a  free  and  exclufive  legiflation  in  their  feve- 
ral  provincial  aflemblies,  in  all  cales  of  taxation  and  inteinal  po- 
licy. They  recommend  to  the  ieveral  provinces  the  continuance 
of  the  meafures  which  they  had  already  adopted,  for  eftablifii- 
ing  a  powerful  national  militia,  and  for  railing  money  to  pay 
thofe  brave  troops  who  would  at  every  hazard  defend  the  privi- 
leges of  America. 

The  General  Congrefs  gave  a  confidence  to  the  defigns  of 
twelve  colonies  differing  in  religion,  manners  and  forms  of  go- 
vernment, and  infected  with  all  the  local  prejudices  and  aver- 
lioTis  incident  to  neighbouring  ftates.  The  ftrength  which  all  de- 
rived from  this  formidable  union  might  have  been  fuflicient  to 
Silarm  Gk-eat  Britain  ;  but  the  miniftry,  inftead  of  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, continued  ftlU  to  fight  the  Americans  with  a^ls  of  parlia- 
ment.    For  this  purpofe  the  firfl;  lord  of  the  treafury  moved, 

J  775.  10th  February,  1775,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biil  to  refiore  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  province  of  Maffjchufet's  Bay  and 
New  Hampfiiire,  as  well  as  of  t]\e  colonies  of  Connedllcut  and 
B^hocle  Ifiand  ;  and  to  prohibit  thefe  provinces  from  carrying  on 
any  fi (fiery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  other  places- 
tisercin  mentioned.  Upon  the  third  reading  of  this  bill  a  mo- 
tion was  made  for  an  amendmenr,  that  the  colonies  of  New 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,.  Maryland,  Virginia,,  and  South  Carolina, 
ihould  be  included  in  the  fame  reftri6lions' with  the  New  Eng- 
land provinces.  This  amendment,  hovvever,  was  over-ruled  y 
although  it  could  hardly  be  denied  that  thefe  provinces  had  ren- 
dered themfelves  equally  culpable  with  tliofe  of  New  England. 
Nearly  about  the  fame  time,  parliament  voted  an  augmentation 
of  4383  foldiers,  and  2coo  feamen  ;  and  it  was  intended  that 
the  troops  at  Bofton  fiiould  amount  to  full  ten  thoufand,  a  num- 
ber deemed  more  than  fuiHcient  for  quelling  the  prefcnt  difturb- 
;\ncc.  While  the  nation  feemed  in  general  heartily  to  concur  in 
thofe  vigorous  meafures,  they  were  not  a  little  afloniflied  at  the 
famous  conciliatory  motion  made  by  lord  North,  containing 
the  following  refolution :  <*  That  when  the  governor,  council- 
*^  and  aflembly  of  any  colony  fliould  be  willing  to  contribute 
*'  their  proportion  to  the  commcn  defence,  and  for  the  fupport 
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<"■  of  the  civil  government,  fuch  proportion  to  be  rairetl  under  A.  D. 
«'  the  authority  of  the  afiembly  of  thiit  province,  it  will  be  pro-  i77v 
*<  per  to  forbear  impofing  or  levying  any  tax,  duty  or  alTcflment 
""  from  the  faid  province,  excepting  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may 
*'  be  expedient  to  impofe  for  the  regulation  of  commerce." 
This  propofjtion  was  confidered  by  many  of  thofe  who  fupport- 
ed  the  genera^l  meafures  cf  government,  as  a  derelidlion  of  thofe 
rights  which  they  had  hitherto  contended  to  be  eflentia-1  to  thtj 
Britilh  legiflature;  while  the  oppofition  afferted,  that  it  would 
be  received  with  the  iame  indignation  by  the  Americans,  as 
every  other  meafure  intended  to  dilhnite  their  interefts. 

This  law  which  occalioued  great  djfcontents  in  England,  met 
not  with  the  fmallell:  regard  in  America.  While  the  parlia- 
ment were  employed  in  enad:ing  it,  the  ill  humour  that  pre- 
vailed among  the  troops  and  inhabitants  at  Bofton,  broke  out 
into  action.  It  is  (till  undecided  which  party  commenced  ho-  ^ 
ftilities ;  but  the  fkirmilhes  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  proved 
the  bravery  of  the  Provincials  far  fuperior  to  the  ideas  general- 
ly entertained  of  it.  The  blood  flied  on  thefe  occafions  excited 
the  greateft  indignation  in  the  other  colonies,  and  they  prepar- 
ed for  war  with  as  much  eagernefs  and  diipatch,  as  if  an  enemy 
had  already  appeared  in  their  own  territories.  In  fome  places 
the  magazines  wei-e  fcized,  in  others  the  trcafury,  and  without 
waiting  for  any  account  or  advice,  a  ilop  was  almoll  every 
where  put  at  the  fame  time  to  the  exportation  of  provifions 
The  governor  ant!  forces  at  BoAon,  as  well  a-s  the  inhabitant:^, 
continued  clofely  blocked  up  by  land  ;  while  they  were  exclud- 
ed from  all  fupp'ies  of  frelh  proviilons,  which  the  neighbouring 
countries  could  have  afforded  them  by  fea.  As  the  military 
ftores  began  to  be  exhaufled  without  the  nofiTibility  of  receiving 
any  fpeedy  fspply,  the  governor  thought  proper  to  enter  into  a 
capitulation  with  the  Boftonians,  by  which,  upon  condition  of 
delivering  up  their  arms,  they  were  allowed  to  depart  with  all 
their  other  etfecfs.  Though  all  the  poor  and  helplefs  were  lent 
out,  and  many  others  obtained  paflports  both  then,  and  ac 
different  tiines  afterwards,  yet  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants were  upon  different  grounds  obliged  to  remain  in  the  city, 
which  breach  of  faith,  as  the  Americans  termed  it  on  the  part 
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A.  D.  of  general  Gnge,  is  defcribed  with  great  indignation  in  all  their 

*  775'  fiibfequent  publications. 

The  Continental  Congrefs,  met  at  Philadelphia  May  loth, 
1775,  ^^^^  adopted  fuch  me/ifures  as  confirmed  the  people  in 
their  warlike  refolutions.  They  provided  for  the  array  and 
fupport  of  an  armv,  named  generals,  eftabliflied  a  paper  curren- 
cy, for  the  realizing  the  value  of  which  the  "  Twelve  United  Co- 
♦'.lonies"  became  fecurities  ;  foon  after  Georgia  acceded  to  the 
Congrefs,  from  which  time  they  were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  f  Thirteen  United  Colonies."  It  was  faid,  that  in  the 
Mfhole  extent  of  North  America,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Florida, 
nenr  200, ceo  men  were  training  to  arms  under  the  aufpices  of 
the  Congrefs.  This  alfembly  took  meafurcs  not  only  for  de- 
fending themfeives,  but  for  diifrefiing  their  enemies.  They 
ftriclly  prohibited  the  fupplying  of  the  Britifli  fifheries  with  any 
kind  of  provifion  ;  and  to  render  this  order  cixedhial,  flopt  all 
exportation  to  thofe  colonies  and  iflands  which  ftill  retained 
their  obedience.  This  prohibition  occafioned  no  fmall  diftrefs 
to  the  people  at  Newfoundland,  and  to  all  thofe  employed  in 
the  fifheries;  infomuch,  that,  to  prevent  an  abfolute  famine,  fe- 
veral  Ihips  were  under  a  neceffity  of  returning  light  from  that 
Oation,  to  carry  out  cargoes  of  provifions  from  Ireland. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  private  perfons,  belonging  to  the 
back  parts  of  Conne£licut,  Maflachufet's,  and  New  York, 
\vithout  any  public  command,  or  participation  that  has  hitherto 
been  difcovered,  undertook  an  expedition  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance, and  which  threatened  to  deprive  Great  Britain  of  every 
{ingle  poiTeilion  which  (he  held  in  North  America.  This  was 
tlie  furprJze  of  Ticonderago,  Crown-Point  and  other  fortreiTes, 
fmiatcd  upon  the  lakes,  and  conimanding  the  pafTes  between  the 
jmcient  Engliili  colonies  and  Canada.  'J  hcfe  adventurers, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  240  men,  feizcd  Ticonderago 
and  Crown-Point,  in  which  they  found  above  2co  pieces  of 
cannon,  befides  niiortars,  howitzers,  and  large -quantities  of  va- 
rious lloresj  they  alio  took  tvpo  vefTels,  which  gave  them  the 
command  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  materials  ready  prepared  at 
Ticonderago  for  the  equipping  of  others. 

Although  the  troops  at  Bofton  were  greatly  reinforced  by 
the  arrival  of  the  generals  Howv'^  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  a 

coaliderable 


OF    King     GEORGE     III.  373 

confiderable  body  of  marines,  and  fever.1l  regiments  from  Ire-  A.  D. 
land,  they  continued  patiently  to  fubmit  to  all  theinconvenien-  1775- 
cies  of  a  blockade;  nor  did  they  receive  any  confiderable  af- 
fiftance  from  the  great  number  of  fhips  of  war  which  ahnoft 
furrounded  the  peninfula.  The  Congrefs  publiflied  a  refolution, 
June  8th,  importing  the  compadt  between  the  crown  and  the 
people  of  Maffacbufet's  Bay,  to  be  difiblved.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  proclamation  of  general  Gage,  (June  I2th),  by 
which  a  pardon  was  offered  in  the  king's  name,  to  all  thofe 
who  fliould  forthwith  lay  down  their  arms,  and  punilhment  de- 
nounced againft  thofe  who  obftinately  perfifted  in  difobedience. 
They  were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors  ;  and  as  the  re- 
guLir  courfe  of  juftice  was  ftopped,  martial  law  Vv^as  to  take 
place  until  the  rules  of  civil  equity  were  reflored  to  their  due 
efficacy. 

The  Provincials  confidering  this  proclamation  ns  an  imme- 
diate prelude  to  hoftiiity,  determined  to  be  before  hand  with 
their  enemies.  Having  made  the  necelfary  preparations  for 
feizing  the  port  of  Charleftown,  they  fent  a  number  of  men 
with  the  greatefi;  privacy  in  the  night,  to  throw  up  works  upon 
Bunker's  Hill.  This  was  efie^ted  with  fuch  extraordinary  or- 
der and  filence,  and  fuch  incredible  difpatch,  that  none  of  the 
fliips  of  war  which  covered  the  fliore,  heard-  the  noife  of  the 
workmen,  who  by  the  morning  had  made  a  fmal!  but  ftrong 
redoubt,  confiderable  entrenchments,  and  a  brealt-work,  that 
was  in  fome  parts  cannon  proof.  The  fight  of  thefe  works 
was  the  firfl  thing  that  alarmed  the  Lively  man  of  war,  and  her 
guns  called  the  town,  camp,  and  fleet  to  behold  a  fight,  which 
feemed  little  lefs  than  a  prodigy.  A  heavy  and  continual  fire 
of  cannon,  howitzers,  and  mortars,  was  from  this  time  carried 
on  againft  the  works,  from  the  fiiip,  and  floating  batteries,  as 
well  as  from  the  top  of  Cop's  Hill  in  Bofton.  About  noon, 
general  Gage  caufed  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  be  em- 
barked under  the  command  of  major-general  Howe,  and  briga- 
dier-general Pigot,  to  drive  the  Provincials  from  their  works. 
Thefe  troops,  confiding  of  ten  companies  of  grenadiers,  as  ma- 
py  of  light  infantry,  and  the  5th,  38th,  43d,  and  5 2d  battalions, 
with  a  proper  train  of  artillery,  were  landed  and  drawn  up 

without 
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A.  D.  without  oppofition,  under  the  fire  of  the  (hips  of  war.  The 
'775-  two  generals  found  the  enemy  fo  numerous,  and  in  fuch  a  po- 
fture  of  defence,  that  they  thought  it  necefiary  to  fend  back  for 
a  reinforcement  before  they  commenced  the  attack  ;  they  were 
accordingly  joined  by  two  companies  of  hght  infantry  and  gre- 
nadiers, by  the  47th  regiment,  and  by  the  firfl  battahon  of  ma- 
rines, amounting  in  the  whole  to  fomething  more  than  2000 
men. 

The  attack  began  by  a  moft  fevere  fire  of  cannon  and  how- 
itzers, under  which  the  troops  advanced  llowly  towards  the 
^nemy,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  artillery  to  ruin  the 
works,  and  to  throw  the  Provincials  into  confufion.  Thefe, 
however,  fuilained  the  affault  with  a  firmnefs  that  would  have 
done  honour  to  regular  troops,  and  detached  a  body  of  men  to 
Charleftown  which  covered  their  right  flank.  General  Pigot, 
who  commanded  the  right  wing  was  thus  obliged  to  engage  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  lines  and  with  thofe  in  the  houfes.  Du- 
ring this  conflict,  Charleftown  was  fet  on  fire  j  whether  by  the 
troops,  or  by  carcafTes  thrown  from  the  fiiips,  is  uncertain,  but 
that  large  and  beautiful  town,  which,  being  the  firfl  fettlement 
in  the  colony,  was  confidered  as  the  mother  of  Lofton,  was  in 
one  day  burnt  to  the  ground.  The  Provincials  did  not  return  a 
fhot  until  the  king's  forces  had  approached  ahnoft  to  the  works, 
where  a  molt  dreadful  fire  took  place,  by  which  above  a  thou- 
sand of  our  braveft  men  and  officers  fell.  In  this  aflion,  one  of 
the  hottell:  ever  known,  (confiderJng  the  number  engaged),  our 
troops  were  thrown  into  fome  diforder;  but  in  this  critical  mo- 
ment general  Clinton,  who  arrived  from  Bofton  durmg  the  en- 
gagement, rallied  them  by  a  happy  manosuvre,  and  brought 
them  inftantaneouily  to  tlie  charge.  They  attacked  the  works 
with  fixed  bayonets  »ind  irrefiflible  bravery,  and  carried  them  in 
every  quarter.  The  Provincials  fought  defperately,  but  being, 
as  they  affirm,  dellitute  of  bayonets,  and  their  powder  expend- 
ed, they  were  obliged  to  recreat  over  Charleflown  neck,  which 
was  enfiladed  by  the  guns  of  the  Glafgow  man  of  war,  and  of 
two  floating  batteries.  The  king's  troops  took  five  pieces  of 
cannon,  but  no  prifoners  except  30,  who  were  fo  feverely 
wounded  that  they  could  not  efcape. 

The 
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The  poiTeflion  of  pnrt  of  the  peninfula  of  Chadeftown,  and  A.  D. 
of  Bunker's  Hill,  which  was  immediately  fortified,  enlarged  the  1775° 
quarters  of  the  troops,  who  had  been  much  incommoded  by 
the  (Ireiglunefs  in  which  they  were  confined  in  Bofton  ;  but 
this  advantage  was  counterbalanced  by  the  great  additional  duty 
which  they  were  now  obliged  to  perform.  Befides,  the  Pro- 
vincials loll  no  time  in  throwing  up  works  upon  another  hill 
oppofite  to  Bunker's,  on  the  fide  of  Charleflown  neck  which 
was  flill  in  their  polTefllon.  The  troops  were  thus  as  clofely 
invefted  in  this  peninfula  as  they  had  been  in  Bofton.  Their 
fituation  was  irkfome  and  degrading,  being  furrounded  and 
infulted  by  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  defpife, 
and  cut  off  from  ail  thofe  refiefliments  of  which  thev  ftood  in 
the  greateft  need. 

The  refentment  occafioned  by  their  fufferings  probably  enga- 
g^ed  them  to  continue  a  great  cannonade  upon  the  works  of  the 
Provincials,  which  could  have  little  other  cfresfl  than  to  inure 
them  to  that  fort  of  fcrvice  in  which  they  were  employed.  A 
regiment  of  light  cavalry  which  arrived  from  Ireland,  increafed 
the  wants  of  the  garrifon,  without  being  of  the  imalleft  ufe,  as 
the  cavalry  were  never  able  to  fet  foot  without  the  fortifications. 
The  hay  which  grew  upon  the  iflands  in  the  bay,  as  well  as  the 
llieep  and  cattle  which  they  contained,  became  an  object  of 
great  attention  to  the  king's  troops;  but  the  Provincials  having 
prepared  a  number  of  whaling  boats,  and  being  mafters  of  the 
fliore  and  inlets  of  the  bay,  were,  notwithflanding  the  number 
of  the  fliips  of  war  and  armed  vefllls,  too  fuccefsful  in  burning,, 
deflroying,  and  carrying  away  thofe  elTential  articles  of  fupply. 
Thefe  enterprizes  brought  on  feveral  Ikirmillies,  and  the  enemy 
grew  at  length  fo  daring  that  they  Inirnt  the  light-houfe  fituatcd 
on  an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  though  a  man  of 
war  lay  within  a  mile  of  them  at  the  time;  and  forae  carpenters 
being  afterwards  fent,  under  the  prote^lion  af  a  fmall  party  of 
rrtarines,  to  eredl  a  temporary  light-houfe,  tiiey  killed  or  carried 
off  the  whole  detachment.  From  this  time  a  fort  of  predatory 
war  conmicnced  between  the  king's  fiiips  and  the  inhabitants  on 
different  parts  of  the  coail.  'I'he  former,  being  refuled  the 
iupplies  of  prcviiions  »nU  nccclTarics  which  they  wanted  for 

themfiivcs 
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A.  D.  themfelves  or  the  army,  endeavoured  to  obtain  them  by  {o)^ce, 
*775'  and  in  thefe  attempts  were  frequently  oppofed,  and  lometimes 
repulfed  with  lofs  by  the  country  people.  The  feizing  of  fliips^ 
in  conformity  to  the  new  laws  for  reftraining  the  commerce  of 
the  New  England  provinces,  was  alfo  a  continual  fource  of  ani- 
mofity  and  violence,  the  proprietors  hazarding  all  dangers  in 
defending  or  recovering  their  veflels.  Thefe  contefts  drew  the 
vengeance  of  the  men  of  war  upon  feveral  of  the  fmall  towns 
upon  the  fea-coafts,  fome  of  which  underwent  a  fevere  chaftife- 
nient. 

The  parliament,  which  met  in  Oclober,  1775,  deemed  more 
firmly  detcrn-iined  than  on  any  former  occafion,  to  purfue  what 
were  called  vigorous  meafures  by  the  majority,  and  which  the 
pppofition  dillinguiihed  by  the  epithets  of  cruel,  bloody,  and 
unjuft.  The  American  petitions  addreiTed  to  the  crown  were 
reje£l;ed  with  conteaipt  or  indignation  ;  and  it  was  determined 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  a  fpirit  that  ihould  aftonifii  all  Europe, 
and  to  employ  fuch  fleets  and  armies  in  the  enfuingyear  as  had 
never  before  entered  the  new  world.  A  motion  was  made  from 
the  admiralty,  in  the  cooimittee  of  fupply,  that  28,000  feamen, 
including  6665  marines,  (hould  be  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1776.  This  was  accompanied  with  a  general  outline  of 
"the  fervices  to  which  the  navy  Ihould  be  applied  ;  particularly, 
that  the  fleet  on  the  North  American  ftation  Ihould  amount  to 
78  fail.  This  would,  doubtlefs,  employ  the  greateft  part  of  the 
feamen  propofed ;  and  happily  the  affairs  of  Europe  did  not  re- 
quire any  confiderable  exertion  of  our  naval  flrength.  The 
profeffions  of  the  neighbouring  courts  were  pacific  and  friendly  i 
and  what  was  of  more  weight  than  profefiions,  their  prepara- 
tions were  nowife  alarming.  At  any  rate  our  guardfhips  were 
fo  numerous  and  fo  well  appointed,  that  they  might  on  the 
Ihortefi:  notice  be  rendered  fuperior  to  any  force  that  our  rivals 
could  alTemble.  The  motion  ior  the  augmentation  was  pafied  ; 
though  not  without  fevere  auimadverfion  from  the  moft  diftin- 
guiihed  of  our  naval  commanders,  <vho  arraigned  in  the  plaineft 
terms  the  prefent  government  and  conduct  of  our  naval  affairs, 
and  infilled  that  the  eilablifliment  now  prcpcfed,  though  too 

great 
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great  for  peace,  was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  demands  of  A.  D. 
a  war.  '775' 

On  the  day  following,  (8th  November),  the  minifter  of  the 
war  department,  having  laid  the  eftimates  for  the  land  fervice  be- 
fore the  committee  of  fupply,  fliewed  that  our  whole  militarv 
force  would  amount  to  55,000  men,  of  which  upwards  of 
25,000  would  be  employed  in  America.  On  this  occafion  alfo 
many  gentlemen  affirmed,  that  the  propofed  force  was  totally 
unequal  to  the  purpofeof  conquering  America  by  force  of  arms, 
the  meafurc  upon  which  the  miniftry  feemed  novv  ablblutcly  de- 
termined. This  was  fupported  by  the  opinion  of  a  great  general 
officer  who  had  been  long  In  adminiftration ;  the  other  milita- 
ry gentlemen  were  called  upon  to  declare  their  diflent  if  they 
thought  othervvife,  but  they  all  continued  filent. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  the  firfl:  lord  of  the  treafury  brought 
in  the  famous  prohibitory  bill,  totally  interdicting  all  trade  and 
intercourfe  with  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies.  All  property  of 
Americans,  whether  of  fliips  or  goods,  on  the  high  Teas  or  in 
harbour,  are  declared  forfeited  to  the  captors,  being  the  ofTicers 
and  crews  of  his  majefty's  fliips  of  war  ;  and  feveral  clauf<  s 
were  inferted  in  the  bill  to  facilitate  and  leflln  the  expence  of 
the  condemning  of  prizes,  and  the  recovery  of  prize-money. 
But,  in  order  to  foftcn  thefe  harlh  meafures,  the  bill  enabled  the 
crown  to  appoint  commiffioners,  who,  befides  the  power  of 
granting  pardons  to  individuals,  were  authorifed  to  inquire  into 
general  grievances,  and  empowered  to  determine  whether  any 
part,  or  the  whole  of  a  colony,  were  returned  to  that  rtate  of 
obedience  w^hich  intitled  them  to  be  received  v.ithin  the  kirg's 
peace  and  protection,  in  v>rhich  cafe  the  reflritlions  of  the  pre-. 
fent  bill  were  to  ceafe  in  their  favour. 

After  all  the  boafted  preparations  for  hoftility,  the  feeming 
contradiftion  in  this  bill  was  thought  by  many  to  fupport  tin: 
confiilent  char3<Stcr  of  adminidration.  It  was  flill  t!\e  fame  al- 
ternative of  war  and  peace;  peace  offered  by  Great  Britain  who 
had  received  the  injury,  and  not  by  her  enemies,  on  whom  flu: 
pretended  to  be  ready  to  wreak  the  whole  weight  of  her  ven- 
geance. This  mixed  fyftem  of  v/nr  and  conciliation  was  repre- 
fented  as  highly  improper  at  the  prefent  jun(5lure.  The  meaiiire 
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A.D.  adopted,  whether  of  peace  or  war,  fhould  be  clear,  fitnpleir 
.r775«  and  decided,  not  involved  in  doubt,  perplexity  and  darknefs* 
If  war  is  refolved,  and  it  is  determined  to  compel  America  to 
fubmiflion,  let  the  means  of  coercion  be  fuch  as  will,  to  a  mo- 
ral certainty,  infure  fuccefs.  Our  fleets  and  armies  muft  com- 
mand terms,  which  will  in  vain  be  lolicited  by  our  commillion- 
ers. 

While  thefe  preparations  and  debates  occupied  the  Britilh  fe- 
nate,  the  defigns  of  the  Americans  gradually  became  more  da- 
ring. Their  fuccefsful  expedition  to  the  lakes,  with  the  reduc- 
tion of  Ticonderago  and  Crown  Point,  had  opened  the  gates  of 
Canada  •,  and  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  bold  refolution  offend- 
ing a  force  to  invade  and  conquer  that  loyal  colony.  The  ge- 
nerals Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  with  two  regiments  of  New 
York  militia,  a  body  of  Nev*^-England  nien,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  three  thoufand,,  were  appointed  to  this  fervice.  A 
number  of  baiteauic,  or  flat-boats,  were  built  at  Ticonderago 
and  Crown  Point,  to  convey  the  forces  along  Lake  Champlain 
to  the  river  Sorel,  which  forms  the  entrance  into  Canada. 
Having  proceeded  to  the  ifle  Aux  Noix,  they  propofed  to  attack 
the  fort  St.  John's,  in  which  they  w^re  retarded  by  a  want  of 
ammunition  fufficient  for  carrying  on  the  liege.  Their  com- 
mander Montgomery,  who  was  well  qualified  for  any  military 
fervice,  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  redu6lion  of  the  little  Fort 
Chamblee,  which  lies  farther  up  the  country,  and  was  in  a  very 
defenfible  condition.  Here  he  found  confiderable  llcres,  and 
120  barrels  of  powder,  which  enabled  him  to  pufli  with  vigour 
the  liege  of  St.  John's.  General  Carleton,  the  governor  of  the 
province,  then  at  Montreal,  was  equally  indefatigable  in  his  en- 
deavours to  raife  a  force  fufiicient  for  its  relief.  With  the  ut- 
moL\  difficulty  he  had  got  together  about  a  thoufand  men,  com- 
pofed  principally  of  Canadians,  with  a  few  regulars  and  fome 
Englifla  officers  and  volunteers.  With  thefe  he  intended  a  junc- 
tion with  colonel  M'Lean,  who  had  raifed  a  regiment  under  the 
name  of  P*.oyal  Highland  Emigrants,  confifting  of  the  native 
mount?.'hieers  of  Scotland,  who  had  lately  arrived  in  America, 
and  who,  in  confequence  of  the  troubles,  had  not  obtained  fet- 
tlements.     But  the  defigns  of  general.  Carleton  were  defeated 
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by  a  party  of  Provincials,  who  encountered  him  at  Longnel),  A.  D. 
and  eafily  repulfed  the  Canadians.  Another  party  pulhed  1775* 
M'Lean  towards  che  mouth  of  the  Sore],  where  the  Canadians, 
by  whom  he  was  attended,  hearing  of  the  general's  defeat,  im- 
mediately abandoned  him  to  a  man,  and  he  was  compelledj  aC 
the  head  of  his  few  Scots  emigrants,  to  take  refuge  inC^ebec. 
Meanwhile  Montgomery  obtained  pcfTeflion  of  St.  John's,  3d 
November,  1775,  where  he  found  a  conficlerable  quantity  of 
artillery,  and  many  ufeful  ftores  ;  the  garrifon,  commanded  by 
major  Prefton,  furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  and  were  fent  up 
the  lakes  to  thofe  interior  parts  of  the  colonies,  which  were  belt 
adapted  to  provide  for  their  reception  and  fecurity. 

Upon  M'Leari's  retreat  to  Quebec,  the  party  who  had  redu- 
ced him  to  that  neceflity  immediately  ere£led  batteries  near  the 
junction  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sorel,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  efcape  of  the  armed  vefTels,  which  general  Carleton  had  ac 
Montreal,  to  the  defence  of  Quebec.  Montgomery  meanwhile 
laid  liege  to  Montreal,  of  which  he  got  poiTciFion  the  13th  No- 
vember ;  and  Carleton's  armament  being  purfued,  attacked  and 
driven  from  their  anchors  up  the  river  by  the  Provincials,  he 
himfelf  narrowly  efcaped  in  a  dark  night,  in  a  boat  with  muf- 
fled paddles,  and  after  many  dangers  arrived  at  Quebec.  His 
naval  force,  confiding  of  eleven  armed  veffels,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Provincials. 

The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this  time  in  a  ftate  of  great  weak- 
nefs,  as  well  as  internal  difcontent  and  diforder.  Befides  this, 
colonel  Arnold  appeared  unexpectedly  with  a  body  of  New- 
Englanders  at  Point  LevijOppofite  to  the  town.  The  river  for- 
tunately feparated  them  from  the  place,  otherwise  it  feems  pro» 
babie  that  they  might  have  become  mauers  of  it  in  the  firfl:  fur- 
prize  and  confufion.  Several  days  elapfed  before  they  effected 
a  pafTage  in  boats  furnifhed  them  by  the  Canadians,  notwith- 
flanding  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifli  frigates  in  the  river.  The 
inhabitants  of  Quebec,  however,  had  by  this  time  leifure  to 
unite  for  defending  their  city.  When  Montgomery,  therefore, 
who  with  the  utmofl:  expedition  had  puflied  forward  to  join 
Arnold,  attempted  on  the  31ft  of  December  to  carry  the  place 
by  efcaladc,  he  met  with  the  moft  vigorous  and  unexpecSted  re- 
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A.  D.  fiftance.  He  hifiifelf  was  fl.Hin,  Arnold  wounded,  and  a  confi- 
'  775*  derable  body  of  the  Provincials  taken  prifoncrs  of  war.  The 
remainder  did  not  again  venture  on  any  fimilar  attack,  but  were 
fatisfied  with  converting  the  lic;ge  into  a  blockade,  and  found 
means  elFcd-ually  to  prevent  any  fupplies  of  provifions  or  neccf- 
faries  from  being  carried  into  Quebec. 

While  the  Provincials  obtained  thcfe  important  advantages  in 
Canada,  the  Virginians  obliged  their  governor,  lord  Dunmore, 
to  provide  for  his  fafety  by  embarking  on  board  the  Fowey  man 
of  war.  All  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  that  colony 
was  diiTolved  July  i  8tli.  The  governor  in  vain  emancipated  the 
fiaves,  a  meafure  which  he  had  fo  often  threatened,  that  its  ex- 
ecution was  rendered  ineffectual.  He  determined,  however,  to 
do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  regain  polTelTion  of  fomc  part  of 
the  country  which  he  had  governed.  Being  joined  by  luch 
perlons  as  were  obnoxious  on  account  of  their  loyalty,  and 
fupported  by  the  frigates  on  the  Itation,  he  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blifli  fuch  a  marine  force  as  might  enable  him,  by  means  of  the 
noble  rivLTS,  which  render  the  moft  valuable  parts  of  Virginia 
acceflible  by  water,  to  be  always  at  hand,  and  to  profit  by  every 
favourable  occafion  that  offered.  But  his  fpirited  endeavours  to 
redeem  the  colony  were  attended  only  with  difappointment  j 
and  his  armament,  too  feeble  for  any  effential  icrvice,  was  di- 
ftinguifhed  barely  by  ads  of  depredation.  The  unfortunate, 
town  of  Norfolk,  having  refufed  to  fupply  his  majefly's  Ihips 
Vk'ith  provifions,  was  attacked  by  a  violent  cannonade  from  the 
Liverpool  frigate,  three  Hoops  of  war,  and  the  governor's  arm- 
ed fhip  the  Dunmcre;  and  the  fird  of  January  was  fignalized 
with  burning  it  to  the  ground.  In  South  Carolma  lord  Wil- 
liam Campbell,  the  governor,  after  lefs  vigorous  exertions,  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  Charleftown,  on  board  a  (hip  of  war  in 
the  river ;  and  governor  Martin  of  Tsorth  Carolina  faved  him- 
felf  by  the  fame  expedient.  The  fleet  of  England  ferved  as  a 
peaceable  afylum  to  the  expelled  magiftrates  of  revolting  pro- 
vinces, while  its  army  was  ingloriouily  cooped  up  in  Quebec 
and  Bofton. 

The  Provincials  were  not  lefs  active  in  the  cabinet  than  in  the 
£cld.  November  13,  1775,  the  inhabitants  of  Tvluffachufet's 
"■  .  Bay 
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Bay  publlflied  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  and  eflabliflied  A.  D. 
courts  of  adaiiralty  for  trying  and  condemning  Britilh  finps.  I775« 
The  General  Congrefs,  (December  the  6th),  having  previouily 
agreed  on  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  anfwer- 
ed  with  much  acrimony  the  royal  proclamation  of  Auguft  23d 
for  fupprefiing  rebellion  and  fedition,  anddecl?.rcd,  that  what- 
ever punifhment  fliould  be  infiiQed  upon  any  perfons  in  the 
power  of  their  enemies,  for  defending  the  caufe  of  America, 
the  fame  fliould  be  retaliated  on  the  Britilh  fubjecls  who  fell 
into  their  hands. 

In  this  (late  of  pbftinacy  or  firmnefs  on  the  fide  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, the  diflrelTed  army  at  Boftoii  looked  with  impatience  to- 
wards thefe  kingdoms  for  the  arrival  of  the  expe^ed  reinforce- 
ments. The  delays  and  misfortunes  which  the  tranfports  expe- 
rienced in  their  voyage,  and  the  fight  of  m-any  veflels  laden  with 
the  necelTaries  and  comforts  of  life  taken  in  the  harbour,  heigh- 
tened the  mortification  and  fulFerings  of  thofe  brave  troops,  who 
■were  kept,,  by  the  feverity  of  the  fcafon,  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
enemy,  in  a  total  inacflion  during  the  whole  winter.  The  Ame- 
rican cruizers  and  privateers,  though  yet  poor  and  contemptible, 
being  for  the  greater  part  no  better  than  whale-boats,  grew  daily 
niore  numerous  and  fuccefsful  againfi:  the  vidtuallers  and  ftore- 
fliips  j  and,  among  a  multitude  of  other  prizes,  took  an  ordnance 
(hip  from  Woolwich,  containing  a  large  mortar  upon  a  new 
conflrudion,  feveral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon,  a  great  num- 
ber of  fmall  arms,  with  abundance  of  ammunition  and  all  man- 
ner of  tools,  utcnfils,  and  machines  neceflary  for  camps  and 
ileges.  This  important  prize,  which  gave  a  new  colour  to  the 
r^dlitary  operations  of  the  Provincials,  was  taksn  by  a  fuvall  pri- 
vateer, which  excited  jufl  indignation  againfi  the  management 
of  our  naval  affairs,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of  fuch  value  in  a 
dcftncelcfs  veiTel. 

When  news  of  tlie  prohibiting  a(Sl  reached  the  Congrefs,  they 
fent  orders  to  general  Wafliington  to  bring  affairs  at  Bolfon  to  as 
fpeedy  a  decifion  as  pofTible,  in  order  to  difengage  his  army,  and 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  oppofe  the  new  dangers  with 
>vhich  they  were  threatened.  Wafliington,  therefore,  opened  a 
new  battery,  at  a  place  called  Phipp's  Farm,  on  thcnight  of  the 
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A.  D.  2d  of  March,  from  whence  a  fevere  cannonade  and  bombard- 
^'Jj6.  ment  was  carried  on  againfl  the  town.  This  attack  was  conti- 
nued till  the  5th,  when  the  army,  to  their  incredible  furprize, 
beheld  fomeconfiderabls  works  upon  the  heights  of  Dorchefter- 
point,  from  which  a  24  pound  and  a  bomb  battery  were  foon 
after  opened.  The  fituation  of  the  king's  troops  was  now  ex- 
tremely critical,  it  being  neceffary  either  to  abandon  the  town 
which  began  to  blaze  on  every  fide,  or  to  diflodge  the  enemy 
and  deftroy  the  new  works.  The  latter,  however,  general 
Howe,  who  had  fucceeded  general  Gage  in  the  command,  judg- 
ed to  be  impraflicable,  fo  that  nothing  remained  but  to  aban-' 
don  Eofton,  and  to  convey  the  troops,  artillery,  and  (lores  oa 
board  the  fliips.  The  embarkation  rather  refembled  the  emigra- 
tion of  a  nation,  than  the  breaking  up  of  a  camp;  1500  of  the 
inhabitants,  whofe  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe  had  rendered 
them  obnoxious  to  their  countrymen,  encumbered  the  tranfports 
\vith  their  families  and  efFi.'6ts.  This  inconvenience,  joined  to 
fc.ircity  of  provifions  and  ill  fuccefs,  bred  much  difcontent.  The 
troops  confidered  themfeivesas  abandoned,  having  received  no  ad- 
vices from  England  fmce  the  preceding  October.  Mutual  jealoulles 
prevailed  between  the  army  and  navy;  each  attributing  to  the 
other,  part  of  this  uneafinefs  which  itfelf  felt.  The  intended 
voyage  to  Halifax,  at  all  times  dangerous,  was  dreadfully  fo  at 
this  tempefluous  equinoclial  feafon,  and  the  multitude  of  ihips, 
which  amounted  to  150  fail,  increafed  the  difficulty  and  appre- 
henfion.  At  the  fame  time  the  king's  forces  were  under  the  ne- 
cellity  of  leaving  a  confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  and  flores 
behind.  The  cannon  upon  Bunker's  Hill,  and  at  Bofi:on  Neck, 
could  not  be  carried  off.  Attempts  were  made  to  render  them 
unferviceable  ;  but  the  hurry  which  then  prevailed,  prevented 
them  from  having  any  great  efFeft.  Some  mortars  and  pieces  of 
cannon  which  were  thrown  into  the  water,  were  afterwards 
weighed  up  by  the  inhabitants  of  Boftonj  who,  the  17th  of 
March,  received  general  Waihington'sartny  with  drums  beating, 
colours  flying,  and  all  the  fplendour  of  military  triumph. 

It  was  above  a  week  after  this  time  before  the  weather  per- 
mitted the  fleet  to  get  entirely  clear  of  the  harbour  and  road  j 
hut  tills  delay  was  amply  corapenfated  by  the  voyage  to  Halifax* 
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"whkh  was  fliorter  and  more  fuccefsful  than  could  have  been  ex-  A.  D. 
peeled.  Several  fliips  of  war  were  left  behind  to  proted:  the  177^» 
vefTels  which  (houid  arrive  from  England  j  but  the  great  extent 
of  the  bay  with  its  numerous  iflands  and  creeks  allowed  fucb 
advantages  to  the  provincial  armed  boats  and  privateers^  that 
they  took  a  great  many  of  thofe  velTels,  which  were  (till  in  ig- 
norance that  the  town  had  changed  mafters. 

On  the  fide  of  Canada,  general  Carleton  conducted  his  opera- 
tions with  morefuccefs.  All  the  attempts  of  the  Provincials  to 
take  Quebec  by  ftorm  were  rendered  abortive;  nor  did  they  fuc-- 
ceed  better  in  endeavouring  by  fire-fiiips  and  otherways  to  burn 
the  veffels  in  the  harbour.  Such  was  the  conftancy  and  vigilancer 
of  governor  Carleton,  brigadier  M'tean,  and  t!ie  aflivity  of  the 
garrifon,  that  the  Americans  intended  to  raife  the  Gege^  which 
was  prevented  from  being  carried  fuceefsfully  into  execution 
by  the  fpirit  and  vigour  of  the  ofhcers  and  crews  of  the  Ifis  man 
of  war  and  two  frigates,  which  were  the  firfl  that  had  failed 
from  England  with  fuccours,  and  which  havin^T  forced  their 
way  through  the  ice,  arrived  at  Quebec  before  the  paffage  was 
deemed  pradicable.  The  unexpeded  appearance  of  the  fliips 
threw  the  befiegers  into  the  utmoft  confi:ernation,  and  the  com- 
mand which  they  obtained  of  the  river  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion between  the  different  detachments  of  the  enemy.  Genera! 
Carleton  loft  no  time  in  feizing  the  advantages  which  the  prefent: 
fituation  afforded.  May  6th,  he  marched  out  at  the  head  of 
the  garrifon,  and  attacked  the  rebel  camp  which  he  found  in  the 
utmoft  confulion.  Upon  the  appearance  of  our  troops  thev  lied 
on  all  fides,  abandoning  their  artillery,  military  ftores,  and  all 
their  implements  for  carrying  on  the  fiegc.  During  this  tranf- 
a£lion  our  fmaller  fliips  of  war  proceeded  up  the  river  with  areat 
expedition,  and  took  feveral  fmall  vellels  belonging  to  the  ene- 
my, as  well  as  the  Gafpee  floop  of  war,  which  had  a  few  months 
before,  unfortunately  fallen  into  their  hands. 

The  fuccefs  at  Quebec  tended  greatly  to  facilitate  the  recon- 
•queft  of  Canada,  and  the  invafion  of  the  back  part  of  the  colo- 
nies by  the  way  of  the  lakes,  which  was  the  firft  of  the  three 
principal  objeds  propofed  in  the  condud  of  the  Britifli  forces  in 
{he  eiifuing  campaign.     The  I'^cond  was  the  making   a  ftrono- 
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A-  1).  imprcffion  on  the  fouthei-n  colonies,  which  it  was  hoped  woula 
1776'  at  leaft  have  been  attended  with  the  recovery  of  one  of  them. 
The  third  was  the  grand  expedition  againft  the  city  and  province 
of  New  York. 

It  had  for  Tome  time  been  the  fate  of  the  fleets,  tranfports,  and 
ii^uallers  which  failed  from  Efigland  to  meet  with  fuch  difficul- 
ties, delays,  and  fo  many  untoward  circumftances,  as  in  a  great 
degree  fruftrated  the  end  of  their  deftination.  Sir  Peter  Parker's 
fquadron  which  failed  from  Portfmouth  at  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
did  not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear  til!  the  beginning  of  May,  where 
they  were  detained  by  various  caufes  till  the  end  of  the  month. 
There  they  found  general  Clinton,  who  had  already  been  at  New 
York,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he  had 
fcen  lord  Dunmore,  and,  finding  that  no  fervice could  be  efFe£l* 
ed  at  either  place  with  his  fmall  force,  came  thither  to  wait  for 
them.  After  this  juntlion,  the  fleet  and  army  were  both  fuffici- 
ently  powerful  to  attempt  fome  enterprize  of  importance  *. 
Charleflown  in  South  Carolina  was  the  place  deftined  for  their 
attack.  The  fleet  anchored  oiF  the  bar  the  beginning  of  June  ; 
but  the  pasTing  this  obftacle  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty, 
efpecially  to  the  two  large  ihips,  which  notwithftanding  the  ta- 
king out  of  their  guns,  and  the  uling  every  other  means  to  ligh- 
ten them  as  much  as  poffible,  both  firuck  the  ground.  V/hen 
this  difficulty  was  overcome,  our  fleet  attacked  a  fort  lately  erect- 
ed upon  the  fouth-weft  point  of  Sullivan's  ifland,  and  command- 
ing the  pafl'age  to  Charleftown.  The  troops  commanded  by  ge- 
neral Clinton,  lord  Cornwallis,  and  brigadier-general  Vaughan, 
■were  landed  on  Long-Ifland  which  lies  to  the  eaftward  of  Sul- 
livan's. The  Carolinians  had  ported  fome  forces  with  artillery 
at  the  north-eaflern  extremity  of  the  latter,  at  the  diftance  of 
two  miles  from  the  fort,  where  they  threw  up  works  to  prevent 
the  paflage  of  the  royal  army  over  the  breach.  General  Lee  was 
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'^ncamped  with  a  large  body  of  troops  on  the  continent,  at  the  A.D. 
back  and  to  the  northward  of  the  ifland,  with  which  he  held  a  1776- 
communication  open  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  and  could  by  that 
means  at  any  time  march  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  his  force, 
to  fupport  the  poft  oppofed  to  our  paflage  from  Long  Ifland. 
This  iiland  is  a  naked  burning  fand,  where  the  troops  fulTcred 
much  from  their  expofure  to  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  ;  and 
both  fleet  and  army  were  much  diftreiTed  through  the  badnefs 
of  the  water,  and  the  defecl  or  unwholefomenefs  of  the  provi- 
fions. 

Thefe  inconveniencics  rendered  difpatch  of  the  utmoft  im- 
porrance  •,  but  it  was  not  till  the  28th  of  June  that,  every  thing 
being  fettled  between  the  commanders  by  Tea  and  land,  the 
Thunder  bomb  took  her  ftation,  covered  by  an  armed  fhip,  and 
began  the  attack  by  throwing  /hells  at  the  fort.  Tl.e  Briflol, 
Solebay,  Experiment,  and  A.61:ive,  foon  after  brought  up,  and 
began  a  moll:  furious  and  inceliant  cannonade.  1'he  Sphinx^ 
Syren,  and  Acltsori,  were  ordered  to  the  wefbvvard,  betweea 
the  end  of  the  ifland  and  Charleftown,  partly  with  a  view  to 
enfilade  the  works  of  the  fort,  and,  if  pofllble,  to  cut  off  all 
communication  between  the  ifland  and  the  continent,  and  partly 
to  interrupt  all  attempts  by  means  of  flre-fliips,  or  otherwife, 
to  prevent  the  grand  attack.  But  this  defign  was  rendered 
tmfuccefsful  by  the  flrange  unikiifnlnefs  of  the  pilot,  who  en- 
tangled the  frigates  in  the  fliop.ls  called  the  Middle  Grounds, 
where  they  all  ftuck  faft }  and  though  two  of  them  were 
fpeedily  difengaged,  it  was  then  too  late  to  execute  the  intended 
fervice.  The  A6lieon  could  not  be  got  off",  and  was  burnt  by 
the  officers  and  crew  the  next  morning,  to  prevent  het  materials 
and  ftores  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  eneiry.  Amidfl 
the  dreadful  roar  of  artillery  and  continued  thunder  from  the 
fiiips,  the  garrilbn  of  the  fort  ftuck  with  the  greateft  firmnefs 
and  confiancy  to  their  guns,  firCd  deliberately  and  flovvly,  and 
took  a  cool  and  efFetlive  aim.  The  fliips  fufFcred  ■dccord\up]y  ; 
and  never  did  our  marine,  in  an  engagement  of  the  fame  nature 
with  any  foreign  enemy,  experience  fo  rude  an  encounter.  Tha 
fprings  of  the  Briftol's  cable  being  cut  by  the  fliot,  ihe  lay  for 
i'omt  time  fo  mucli  exoofcj  to  the  enerr;v's  fire^  that  fhe  was 
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A.  D.  mofl  dreadfully  raked.  The  brave  captain  Morris,  after  recer-> 
*77<^-  ving  iuch  a  number  of  wounds  as  would  have  fufficiently  jufti- 
lied  a  gallant  man  in  retiring  from  his  ftation,  ftiJl  difdained^ 
V'ith  a  noble  intrepidity,  to  quit  his  ilation,  until  his  arm  bein^ 
fliot  ofF,  he  was  carried  away  in  a  condition  which  did  not  af- 
ford a  poffibility  of  recovery.  It  is  faid  that  the  quarter-deck 
of  the  Briltol  was  at  one  time  cleared  of  every  perlon  but  the 
commodore,  who  flood  alone,  a  fpedacle  of  daring  intrepid 
lirmnt-fs,  which  has  never  been  exceeded,  feldom  equalled. 
The  others  on  that  deck  were  either  killed,  or  carried  down  to 
have  their  wounds  dreiied.  The  fortifications  being  extremelv 
ftrong,  and  their  lownefs  preferving  them  from  the  weight  of 
our  ihot,  the  fire  from  the  fhips  produced  not  all  the  effect 
which  was  hoped  or  expe<fl:ed.  The  fort,  indeed,  feemed  for  a 
fliort  time  to  be  filenced,  but  this  proceeded  only  from  a  want 
ot  powder,  which  was  fjon  fupplied  from  die  continent.  The 
land  forces  all  this  while  continued  inactive  ;  and  night  at  length 
put  an  end  to  the  attack  of  the  ileet.  Sir  Peter  Parker  finding- 
all  hope  of  fuccefs  at  an  end,  and  the  tide  of  ebb  nearly  fpent, 
called  off  his  fliattered  veiTels,  after  an  engagement  of  above  ten- 
hours.  The  Briflol  had  iii,.and  the  Experiment  79  men  kil- 
led and  wounded;  and  both  ftiips  had  received  fo  much  damage 
that  the  Provincials  conceived  ftrong  hopes,  that  they  could 
never  be  got  over  the  bar.  The  frigates,  though  not  lefs  dili- 
gent in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  being  lefs  pointed  at 
than  the  great  (liips,  did  not  fuflrer  a  proportionable  lofs. 

Blaring  theie  tranfadions  the  General  Congrefs  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  preparing  the  people  for  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency, by  a  circular  manifeflo  to  the  feveral  colonies,  ftating 
the  caufes  which  rendered  it  expedient  to  put  an  end  to  all  au- 
thority under  the  crown,  and  to  take  the  powers  of  government 
into  their  own  hand.  The  caufes  affigned  were,  the  contempt' 
of  their  petitions  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  the  proliibitory  bill 
by  which  they  were  excluded  from  the  protedion  of  the  crown, 
and  the  intended  e:iert;on  of  all  the  force  of  Great  Britain, 
aided  by  foreign  mercenaries  for  their  dellrudion.  The  colonics 
of  Maryland  and  Pcnrifj/lvania  at  firfl  teftified  a  difinclination  to 
the  eUabliflims^t  of  a  new  government.  Their  deputies,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  were  at  length  inAru(^ed  to  coincide  in  this  mcafurc,  and  A.  D. 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  the  Thirteen  United  Provinces  de-  ^776. 
clared  themfelves  free  and  independent  dates,  abjurirto  all  alle- 
giance to  the  BritiOi  crown,  and  all  political  connexion  with 
their  mother  country.  A  few  weeks  after  this  declaration,  lord 
vifcount  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
fquadron,  and  fuch  a  number  of  land  forces  as  had  never  be- 
fore appeared  in  the  new  world.  Befides  t!ie  national  troops 
there  were  13,000  HefHans  and  Waldeckers,  commanded  bv 
able  officers  of  their  own  country.  The  whole,  compofed  of 
the  new  reinforcements  and  the  troops  formerly  in  America, 
amounted  to  an  army  of  35,000  men;  which  was  •fijne-;-ior  in 
number,  difcipline,  and  provilions  of  every  kind,  to  any  force 
the  Americans  could  bring  into  tlie  field.  General  Howe  had 
left  Halifax  a  fortnight  before  his  brother's  arrival ;  the  latter 
being  impatient  of  remaining  in  a  place  where  nothing  eflential  to 
the  lervice  could  be  performed,  and  where  provilions  began  to 
grow  fcarce,  had  embarked  his  troops  on  bonrd  the  fleet  com- 
manded by  admiral  Shuldam,  and  failed  to  Sandy  Hook,  the 
iirft  land  that  is  met  with  in  approaching  Kew  York  from  the 
f5?a.  On  his  pafiage  he  was  met  by  fix  tranf^iorts  with  Highland 
troops  on  board,  who  had  been  feparatcd  from  ieveral  of  their 
companions  in  the  voyage.  It  appeared  icon  after,  chat  moft  of 
the  miffing  (hips,  with  above  450  foldiers  and  feveral  officers, 
had  been  taken  by  the  American  cruizers.  The  general  found 
every  part  of  the  ifland  of  New  York  flrongly  fortified,  defend, 
ed  by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  guarded  by  a  confiderable  army. 
The  extent  of  Long  liland  did  not  admit  of  its  being  fo  ftrong- 
ly  fortified  or  fo  well  guarded  •,  it  was,  however,  in  a  powerful 
il:ate  of  defence,  having  an  encampment  of  confiderable  force 
on  the  end  of  the  ifland  near  New  York,  and  feveral  works 
thrown  up  on  the  moft  acceffible  parts  of  the  coall:,  as  well  as 
St  the  ftrongeft  internal  palTes.  Staten  liland,  which  was  of  lefs 
value  and  importance,  was  lefs  powerfully  defended  ;  and  on 
this  the  general  landed  without  oppofition.  Here  he  was  met 
fey  governor  Tryon,  who,  like  the  other  gentlemen  inverted 
■y/jth  chief  authority  in  North  America,  had  been  obliged  ta 
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A.D.  efcape  on  fhip-board.     Some  hundreds  of  well-afFccled  inhabJ- 
177°'  tants  from  the  neighbouring  parts  alio  joined  the  royal  (landard. 

Lord  Howe  did  not  arrive  at  Staten  Ifland  till  the  14th  of 
July  ;  when  he  fent  to  the  continent  a  circular  letter  letting 
forth  the  powers  with  which  he  and  his  brother  were  invefted 
by  the  late  a£l  of  parliament  for  granting  general  or  particular 
pardons  to  all  thofe  who,  in  the  tumult  and  difafter  of  the 
times,  might  have  deviated  from  their  juft  allegiance,  and  who 
"were  willing,  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty,  to  reap  the  bene- 
fits of  the  royal  favour.  Thefe  letters  were  treated  with  as 
little  rerpe<fl  as  every  ether  propofition  of  a  limilar  kind,  the 
Americans  contemning  the  idea  of  granting  pardons  to  thofe  who 
■were  not  fcnfible  of  any  guilt.  Meanwhile  the  Britifli  arma- 
inent  was  joined  by  the  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
•as  well  as  by  fome  regiments  from  Florida  and  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  greatefh  part  of  the  forces  being  now  united,  an  attack 
tfgainfl:  Long  Ifland  was  determined,  as  being  more  eafy  of  exe- 
cution than  againft  the  ifland  of  New  York,  and  as  the  for- 
nier  abounded  more  with  thofe  fupplies  which  fo  great  a  body 
of  men  as  were  now  aflembled  by  Tea  and  land  demanded. 

The  neceflary  meafures  being  taken  by  the  fleet  for  covering 
the  defcent,  the  army  was  landed  without  oppofition  on  the 
fouth-weft  end  of  the  ifland.  Soon  after  this  was  efFe6led,  ge- 
neral Clinton,  in  the  night  of  the  26th  of  Auguft,  at  the  head 
of  the  van  of  the  army  confiding  of  the  light  infantry,  grena- 
diers, light  horfe,  referve  under  lord  Cornwallis,  with  fourteen 
iield  pieces,  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  encampment,  and 
fcized  an  important  pafs  which  they  had  left  unguarded.  The 
■way  being  thus  happily  open,  the  whole  army  paffcd  the  hills 
without  noife  or  impediment,  and  defcended  by  the  town  of 
Bedford  into  the  level  country.  The  engagement  was  begun 
early  in  the  morning,  while  the  fliips  made  leveral  motions  on 
the  left,  and  attacked  a  battery  at  Red  Hook,  which  diftra6ted 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  called  ofF  their  attention  from, 
their  right  and  rear  where  the  main  attack  was  intended.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  fpirit  and  alacrity  fliewn  by  all  the  dif- 
ferent corps  of  which  the  Britifli  army  was  compofed.  They 
made  the  enemy  retreat  on  every  flde,  purl'ued  them  with  great 
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flaughter,  and  fuch  was  the  ambition  between  the  Britifii  and  A.  D. 
foreign  troops,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  general  Howe  could  ^77^* 
reflrain  their  impetuofity  in  breaking  through  the  American 
lines,  and  cutting  to  pieces  or  taking  prifoners  all  thofe  who  had 
efcaped  the  danger  of  the  battle  and  the  purfuit.  The  vi6lors 
encamped  in  the  front  of  the  enemy's  work  on  the  evening  af- 
ter the  engagement,  and  on  the  iSth,  at  night,  broke  ground  in 
form  at  600  yards  diftance  from  a  redoubt  which  covered  the 
enemy's  left. 

During  the  battle  general  Wafliington  had  pafTed  over  from 
New  York,  and  faw  with  great  mortification  the  unhappy  fate 
of  his  braveft  troops.  The  remainder  were  as  much  inferior  in 
number  and  difcipline  to  the  Britifh  army,  as  their  inconfiderable 
batteries  were  unequal  to  the  aifault  of  the  royal  artillery.  No 
hopes  of  fafety  remained  but  in  a  retreat,  which  might  well  have 
appeared  impracticable  in  the  fiice  of  fuch  a  commanding  force 
by  land,  and  a  fleet  at  fea  which  only  waited  a  favourable  wind 
to  enter  theEafl  River,  which  would  efFefftually  cutoff  all  com- 
munication between  the  iflands.  This  arduous  tafk,  however, 
■was  undertaken  and  carried  into  execution  by  the  fingular  abi- 
lity of  general  Wafliington.  In  the  night  of  the  29th,  the  Pro- 
vincial troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  camp  and  their  dif- 
ferent works,  and  with  their  baggage,  flores,  and  artillery  con- 
veyed to  the  water  fide,  embarked,  and  pafied  over  a  long  ferry 
to  New  York.  This  was  condufled  with  fuch  wonderful 
lllence  and  order,  that  our  army  did  not  perceive  the  leafl:  mo- 
tion, and  were  furprifed  in  the  morning  at  finding  the  lines 
abandoned,  and  feeing  the  laft  of  the  rear  guard  in  the  boats 
and  out  of  danger.  By  this  fuccefsful  manoeuvre,  general 
Wafliington  not  only  faved  the  troops  on  Long  Uland  from 
captivity,  but  fortified  the  courage  and  ftrength  of  his  arm.y  at 
New  York,  and  enabled  the  Americans  to  continue  the  war 
with  unabating  ardour.  Yet  this  meafure  he  could  not  have 
effe£led,  had  the  Englifh  general  allowed  his  troops  to  force  the 
enemy's  lines,  had  the  fliips  of  war  been  fbationed  in  the  Eaft 
Kiver,  or  had  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifh  foldiers  watched  and 
jjitercepted  the  movements  of  the  Provincials. 

After 
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A.  D.  After  the  fuccefs  attending  the  fuperior  bravery  of  the  Engli'fh 
1776.  in  the  engagement,  and  that  attending  the  fuperior  vvifdom  of 
Wafliington  in  the  retreat,  the  commiffioners  renewed  their  pro- 
pofiils  of  conciliation,  which  were  iVill  as  fruitlefs  as  before. 
Laying  afide,  therefore,  their  pacific  cliarafter,  they  again  had 
recourfe  to  their  mihtary.  The  Britifii  troops  were  impatient  to 
meet  the  enemy,  who  had  efcaped  fo  unexpectedly  from  their 
hands.  A  river  only  divided  them,  along  the  banks  of  which 
thev  ere£ted  batteries,  while  a  fleet  of  300  fail,  including  tranf- 
ports,  hovered  round  the  ifland  of  New  York,  and  threatened 
deftruvStion  on  every  fide.  The  fmall  ifiands  between  the  oppo- 
fite  iliores  v.^ere  perpetual  objefts  of  conteft,  until  by  dint  of  a 
well-ferved  artillery,  and  the  aid  of  the  fhips,  thofe  were  fecu- 
red  which  were  moft  necefiary  to  their  future  operations.  At 
length,  every  thing  being  prepared  for  a  defcent,  the  men  of 
war  made  feveral  movements  up  the  North  river,  in  order  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to  that  quarter  of  the  illand. 
Other  parts  feemed  equally  threatened,  and  increafed  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  real  objeQ:  of  the  attack.  While  the  rebels  were 
in  this  ftate  of  perplexity,  the  firfl  divifion  of  the  army,  under 
the  command  of  general  Clinton,  embarked  at  the  head  of 
Newtoun  Bay,  which  runs  pretty  deep  into  Long  Ifland,  and 
where  they  were  entirely  out  of  view  of  the  enemy.  Being  co- 
%'ered  by  five  flaips  of  war  upon  their  entrance  into  Eafl  River, 
they  proceeded  to  Kepp's  Bay,  where,  being  lefs  expected  than 
in  fome  other  places,  the  preparation  for  defc;nce  v^as  not  fo 
confiderable.  The  works,  however,  were  not  weak,  nor  def- 
titutc  of  troops,  but  the  lire  from  the  fhips  was  fo  incelTaut  and 
well  dire£led  that  they  were  foon  abandoned,  and  the  army 
ianded  without  farther  oppofition.  The  enemy  immediately 
cjuitted  the  city  of  New  York,  and  retired  towards  the  north, 
where  their  principal  ftrength  lay,  particularly  at  King's  Bridge, 
by  which  their  communication  with  the  continent  of  New  York 
"ivas  kept  open.  General  Howe  thought  the  works  here  too 
firong  to  be  attacked  with  any  profpe6l  of  fuccefs;  and  there- 
fore determined  either  to  bring  the  rebels  to  an  engagement  on 
equal  terms,  or  to  inclofe  them  in  their  fortrefTes.  While  he 
laade  ivhat  appeared  to  be  the  proper  difpofltions  for  this  pur- 
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pdfe,  with  a  fleet  and  army  fufficient  to  cover  nnd  furround  the  A.  D. 
whole  iflaiid,  general  Wafliington,  by  a  moft  judicious  manosu-  ^71^' 
vre,  formed  his  troops  into  a  line  of  fmall  detached  encamp- 
ments, which  occupied  every  high  and  ftrong  ground  on  the 
land  oppoiite  to  King's  Bridge.  He  left  a  garrifon  to  defend 
the  lines  there,  and  Fort  Wafliington  ;  which,  after  a  vigoroua 
refiftance,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifli  forces.  But  gene- 
ral Howe  could  not  bring  Wafliington  to  an  engagement,  who 
availed  himfelf  of  his  Ikiil  and  addrefs  while  he  fled  before  a 
fuperior  force,  retreating  from  one  poft  to  another,  but  always 
occupying  more  advantageous  ground  than  his  purfuers. 

The  Britiili  commander  thus  difappointed  in  his  defign  of  ma- 
king any  vigorous  imprcfllon  on  the  main  body  of  the  enemy, 
detached,  on  the  1 8th  of  November,  lord  Cornwallis  to  take 
Fort  Lee,  and  to  advance  farther  into  the  Jerfeys.  The  gari-i- 
fon  of  2000  men  abandoned  the  place  the  night  before  his  lord- 
fliip's  arrival,  leaving  their  artillery,  flores,  tents,  and  every 
thing  elfe  behind.  Our  troops  afterwards  over-ran  the  greater 
part  of  the  two  Jerfeys,  the  enemy  flying  every  where  before 
them  ;  and  at  length  extended  their  winter  cantonments  from; " 
New  Erunfwick  to  the  Delaware,  In  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber general  Clinton,  with  two  brigades  of  Britifli,  and  two  of 
Heflian  troops,  with  a  fquadron  of  fliips  of  war  commanded 
by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  were  fent  to  make  an  attack  upon  B.hode 
Ifland,  in  which  they  fucceeded  beyond  expectation.  The  general 
took  poflelfion  of  the  ifland  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  ;  while 
the  naval  commander  blocked  up  the  principal  marine  force  of 
the  enemy,  commanded  by  Hopkins,  the  admiral  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  who  then  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Providence. 

On  the  fide  of  Canada  we  left  general  Carleton  driving  the 
rebels  towards  the  Lakes  Champlain  and  St.  George,  of  which 
they  had  formerly  obtained  poflelhon,  as  well  as  of  the  impor- 
tant fortrefs  of  Ticonderago.  If  the  Britifli  troops  could  reco- 
ver thefe,  and  advance  as  far  as  Albany,  before  the  feverity  of 
the  winter  fet  in,  they  might  pour  dertruilTtion  into  the  heart  of 
the  middle  or  northern  colonies,  as  general  Wafliington  could 
not  attempt  to  hold  any  poll  in  New  York  or  the  Jerfeys  againfl: 
fuch  a  fuperior  force  as  already  oppofcd  him  in  froiU,  and  ge- 
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A.  D.  neral  Carleton's  army  at  his'  back.  Notwithftandlng  t!ie  moft 
177^*  unremitting  induftry  in  preparing  this  northern  expedition,  it 
avas  not  until  the  month  of  October,  that  the  Englifli  fleet  was 
in  a  condition  to  feek  the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain.  The  fliip 
Inflexible,  which  may  be  confidered  as  admiral,  had  been  re- 
con{lru£ted  at  St.  John's,  from  which  fhe  failed  in  twenty-eight 
days  after  laying  her  keel,  and  mounted  18  twelve  pounders. 
One  fchooner  mounted  14,  and  another  12  fix  pounders.  A 
flat-bottomed  radeau  carried  6  twelve  pounders,  befides  howit- 
zers ;  and  a  gondola  7  nine  pounders.  Twenty  fmaller  veiTels, 
under  the  denomination  of  gun-boats,  carried  brafs  field-pieces 
from  nine  to  twenty-four  pounders,  or  were  armed  with  howit- 
zers. Several  long-boats  were  furniflicd  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
an  equal  number  of  long-boats  acled  as  tenders.  All  thefe  apper- 
tained to  war;  and  there  were  befides  an  immenfe  number  of 
tranfports  and  victuallers  deftined  for  the  fervice  and  conveyance 
of  the  arniy.  The  armament  was  condudled  by  captain  Pringle, 
and  navigated  by  above  700  prime  feamen,  of  whom  200  were 
volunteers  from  the  tranfports,  who  after  having  rivalled  thofe 
belonging  to  the  flaips  of  war  in  all  the  toil  of  preparation,  now 
boldly  and  freely  partook  with  them  in  the  danger  of  the  expe- 
dition. The  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  not  of  equal  force,  and 
amounted  to  only  fifteen  vefi^els  of  different  kinds,  confiding  of 
two  fchooners,  one  floop,  one  cutter,  three  gallies,  and  eight 
gondolas.  The  principal  fchooner  mounted  12  fix  and  four 
pounders.  They  were  commanded  by  Benedi£l  Arnold,  who 
was  now  to  fupport  upon  a  new  element  the  glory  which  he  had 
acquired  by  his  atchievements  as  a  general. 

The  Britilli  armament  proceeding  up  the  lake  the  nth  of 
Oflober,  1776,  difcovered  the  enemy  drawn  up  with  great 
judgment,  in  order  to  defend  the  pafllage  between  the  ifland  of 
Valicour  and  the  weftern  main.  A  warm  aftion  enfued,  and 
was  vigoroully  fupported  on  both  fides  for  feveral  hours.  The 
wind  being  unfavourable,  the  fhip  Inflexible  and  fome  other 
veflels  of  force  could  not  be  worked  up  to  the  enemy,  fo  that 
the  weight  of  the  action  fell  on  the  fchooner  Carleton  and  the 
gun-boats.  As  the  whole  could  not  be  engaged,  captain  Prin- 
gle, v.-ith  the  approbation  of  the  general,  withdrew  his  advanced 
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velTcls  at  the  approach  of  night,  and  brought  the  whole  fleet  to  A.  D. 
anchor  in  a  line,  as  near  as  polhble  to  the  enemy,  in  order  to  1776. 
prevent  their  retreat. 

Arnold  being  now  fenfible  of  his  inferiority,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  darknefs  of  the  night  afforded  to  fet  fail,  un- 
perceived,  hoping  to  obtain   fliclter  and  protedion  at  Crown 
Point.     Fortune  feemed  at  firft  favourable  to  his  purpofe,  for 
he  had  entirely  loft  fight  of  the   enemy  before  next  morning. 
The  chace,  however,  being  continued  both  on  that  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day,  the  wind,  and  other  circumflances  peculiar  to  the 
navigation  of  the  \/kc,  which  had  been  at  firfl:  advantageous  to 
the  Americans,  became  at  length  otherwife,  fo  that  on  the  13th 
at  noon  they  were  overtaken,  and   brought    to  ad^ion    a    few 
leagues  fhort  of  Crown  Point.  The  engagement  lafted  two  hours, 
during  which  thofe  veffcls  of  the  enemy  that  were  mofl  a-head 
pufhed  on  with  the  greateft  fpecd,  and,  pafhng  Crown   Point, 
efcaped  to  Ticonderago ;  while  two  gallies,  and  five  gondolas, 
Nvhich  remained  with  Arnold,  made  a  defperate  refinance.    But 
their  obflinate  valour  was  at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the  iu- 
periority  of  force,  Ikill,  and  weight  of  metal  by  which  it  was 
aflailed.  The  Wafhington  galley  with  Waterburg,  a  brigadier- 
general  and  the  fecond  in  command,  aboard,  flruck,   and  was 
taken.      But  Arnold  determined  that  his  people  fhould  not  be- 
come prifoners,  nor  his  veflcl  a  prey  to   the  Englifli.     With 
equal   refolution  and  dexterity  he  run  the  Congrefs  galley,  in 
which  himfelf  was,  with  the  five  gondolas,  on  fliore,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  land  his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the  veffcls,  in 
fpite  of  every  effort  that  was  ufed  to  prevent  both.     Not  fatis- 
fied  with  this  fubftantial  advantage,  whiLh  in  his  fituation  was 
more  than  could  have  been  expected  from  an  experic^nced  com- 
mander, he  inflexibly  peril  feed  in  maintaining  a  dangerous  point 
of  honour,  by  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and  not  quitting  his  gal- 
ley till  flie  was  in  flames,  lefl:  the  Englifh  fliould  have  boarded 
and  flruck  it ;  an  attention  which  greatly  raifed  his  reputation  in 
America. 

Thus  was  Lake  Champlain  recovered,  and  the  enemy's  force 
nearly  deftroyed,  a  galley  and  three  fmall  veffels  being  all  that 
cfccTped  to  Ticonderago.     The  Provincials,  upon  the  rout   of 

Vol.  IV.  3  D  their 


394  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

A.  D.  their  fleet,  fet  fire  to  the  houfes  at  Crown  Point,  and  retired  ti 
177^'  their  main  body.  Carleton  took  pofleflion  of  the  ruins,  and  be- 
ing joined  by  his  whole  army,  pufhed  on  towards  the  enemy. 
But  the  poft  of  Ticonderago  was  too  ftrongly  fortified  to  be 
taken  without  great  lofs  of  blood  j  and  the  benefit  arifing  from 
fuccefs,  could  not  be  conflderable,  as  the  feafon  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  think  of  croifing  Lake  George,  and  of  expofing  the 
army  to  the  perils  of  a  winter  campaign,  in  theinhofpitable  wilds 
to  the  fouthward.  General  Carleton,  therefore,  reimbarked  the 
army  without  making  any  attack  upon  this  place,  and  returning 
to  Canada,  cantoned  his  troops  there  for  the  winter. 

The  Americans  feem  to  have  been  guilty  of  an  unpardonable 
blunder  in  not  maintaining  a  more  powerful  fquadron  on  the 
lakes,  which  hid  open  the  heart  of  their  country.  But  befides 
the  want  of  timber,  artillery,  and  other  materials  neceflary  for 
fuch  an  equipment,  the  carpenters,  and  all  others  concerned  in 
the  bufinefs  of  fliipping,  were  fully  engaged  in  the  fea-ports  in 
the  conftruclion  and  fitting  out  of  privateers.  To  this  the  force 
of  the  rebels  was  principally  bent ;  and  the  intereft  of  indivi- 
duals which  was  more  immediately  concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of 
particular  cruizers,  than  in  fupporting  the  marine  ftrength  of 
the  nation,  gave  redoubled  vigour  to  all  the  operations  of  the 
former. 

The  Wed  Indies,  which  in  the  want  of  food,  and  of  (laves, 
the  article  next  in  neceffiry  to  food,  experienced  the  firfl:  me- 
lancholy effe£is  of  the  American  war,  alfo  fuffered  the  moft 
from  the  Provincial  privateers.  The  fleet  which  failed  from 
Jamaica  in  Augufl,  1776,  being  fcatteredby  bad  weather,  fell  ^ 
prey  to  the  a6f  ivity  of  their  cruizers,  who  had  feized  the  proper 
flation  for  intercepting  their  pafHige.  Nor  was  the  trade  from  the 
other  iflands  more  fortunate.  So  that  though  the  Americans  did 
not  begin  their  depredations  till  late  in  the  year,  the  Britifh  lofs 
in  captures,  exclwfive  of  tranfports  and  government  flore-fhips 
Avas  eftimated  confiderably  higher  than  a  million  fterling.  Some 
blame  was  thrown  on  the  convoy,  and  much  indignation  felt 
that  the  fuperintendence  of  our  naval  affairs,  on  which  the  glory 
and  fccurity  of  the  nation  depend,  (hould  be  intrufted  ^to  hand* 
unworthy  to  hold  it.  Such  a  facred  depofit  required,  it  was 
thought,  not  only  pure  but  ftcady  hands  j  the  duties  of  the  im 
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portant  office  to  which  it  belongs,  calling  for  unremitting  vigi-  A.  D. 
lance  and  adlivity,  and  being  totally  incompatible  with  a  life  of  i??^. 
licentious  and  degrading  pleafure.  Religious  men  were  not 
furprized,  tbat  under  fuch  an  inaufpicious  influence  the  digni- 
ty of  the  nation  lliould  fufFcr  a  total  eclipfe,  while  the  Ameri- 
can crulzers  fwarmed  in  the  European  Teas,  and  repleniflied  the 
ports  of  France  and  Spain  with  prizes  taken  from  the  Englith. 
Thefe  prizes  were  fold  in  Europe  without  any  colour  of  difguiie, 
at  the  fame  time  that  French  flnps  in  the  Weft  Indies  took 
American  commiffions,  and  carried  on  with  impunity  a  foc- 
cefsful  war  on  Eritiih  trade  and  navigation. 

Meanwhile  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  parliament  approach- 
ed, when  it  was  expelled  that  the  line  of  condu£l  neceffary  for  a 
total  conqueft,  or  happy  conciliation  with  the  colonies,  would 
be  clearly  pointed  out  and  cKplained.  The  great  armaments 
which  were  continually  increaiing  in  the  French  and  Spanifti 
ports,  and  many  other  fufpicious  appearances  during  the  recefsj 
rendered  it  neceflary  to  put  into  commiflion  fixteen  additional 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  to  increafe  the  bounty  to  feamen  for  enter- 
ing the  fervice  to  five  pounds  per  man.  The  expences  of  the 
-navy  for  the  year  1777,  including  the  ordinary  at  400,005!. 
and  the  building  and  repairing  of  fhips,  which  was  voted  at 
465,500!.  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  3)205,505!.  excluGve 
of  4000I.  which  was  afterwards  voted  to  Greenwich  Hofpital. 
The  fupplies  for  theland-fervice  fell  little  fhort  of  three  millionaj 
although  the  extraordinaries  of  the  preceding  year,  which  ex- 
ceeded i,20o,oool.  were  not  yet  provided  for.  In  whatever 
manner  adminiftration  might  employ  the  force  by  fea  and  ]and_j 
the  nation  had  provided  for  the  fupport  of  both,  v/ith  fuch  libe- 
ral magnificence  as  equalled  the  fupplies  during  the  laft  war^ 
when  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Britain  oppofed  and  defeated  the 
■united  efi'orts  of  the  greateft  powers  in  Europe.  Soon  after  the  ^777*. 
Chriftmas  recefs  a  bill  was  pafTed,  enabling  the  admiralty  to 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  to  the  owners  or  captains 
of  private  merchant  (hips,  to  take  and  make  prize  of  all  vefiels 
with  their  effc(fbs,  belonging  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
yhiirteen  United  Colonies.  All  the  powers  of  the  kingdom 
3D?,  yv.ff^ 
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A.  D.  were  thus  called  forth,  afi'ording,  as  it  would  feerr,  a  force  infi- 
*  777*  nitely  more  than  fufficient,  had   it  been   properly  dirc<fled)  to 
crulh  this  afpiring  rebellion. 

But  unfortunstely  the  ftar  of  America  ftill  m.iirttained  the 
afcendant.  The  Britifh  troops  whom  we  left  in  apparent  fe- 
curity  in  their  cantonments  were  aCiiled  on  all  fides,  in  the 
middle  of  winter,  by  general  Wafliington,  who  remedied  the 
deficiency  of  his  force  by  the  manner  of  applying  it,  and  by  at- 
tacking unexpe£ledly  and  feparately  tucfe  bodies  \vhich  he 
could  not  venture  to  encounter  if  united.  By  feme  well-con- 
certeJ  and  fpirited  aclions  this  American  Fabius,  atter  a  retreat 
which  would  have  done  honour  to  the  judgment  of  the  moil 
circumfpe<£l  of  all  the  Romans,  not  only  faved  Philadelphia  and 
delivered  Pennfylvania  from  danger,  but  recovered  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Jerfeys,  and  obliged  an  army  greatly  fuperior  in 
number  as  well  as  in  difcipline  to  aifl  upon  the  defenfive,  and 
for  feveral  months  to  remain  within  very  narrow  and  inconve- 
nient limits. 

The  Britifli  nation,  how  much  foever  they  were  afHicled  with 
thofe  misfortunes;  ftill  expecVed  that  notwithftanding  this  war 
of  polls,  furprizes,  and  detachments,  which  had  been  fuccefs- 
fuUy  carried  on  by  the  Americans  during  the  winter,  the  regu- 
lar forces  would  prevail  in  the  end.  They  waited,  therefore, 
with  much  impatience  for  the  approach  of  fpring,  when  the 
mighty  armaments  which  they  had  raifed  with  fo  high  expedla- 
tion  of  victory,  mi_c,ht  be  brought  into  aclion.  When  the  time 
at  lenorth  arrived,  with  equal  afronifhrnent  and  indignation,  they 
learned  that  from  fome  improvider.ee  or  inattention,  unac- 
counted for  at  home,  the  army  was  rellrained  from  taking  the 
.  field  for  want  of  tents  and  field  equipage.  The  months  of 
March  and  April,  therefore,  inftead  of  being  employed  in  fuch 
decifive  enterprizes  as  might  terminate  the  war,  were  confined 
to  feme  fubordinate  expeditions  in  which  the  naval  fuperiority 
cf  Britain  was  crowned  with  fuccefs.  The  Provincials  had 
erected  mills  and  citabliflied  magazines  in  a  rough  and  moun- 
tainous tract  called  the  Manour  of  Courtland,  to  which  a  place 
called  Peek's  Kill,  lying  fifty  miles  up  Hudfon's  river  from 
New  York,  fcrved  as  a  kind  of  port.  Courtland  Manour  was 
too  lirong  to  be  attacked  with  any  profpe£t  of  fuccefs;  but 
PeeVi's  Mill  lav  within  the  reach  cf  the  navy.     On  the  23d  of 
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Marc^,  colonel  Bird  was  fent  with  300  men  under  the  conduit  A.  D. 
of  a  firigare  aiid  other  armed  vefTcls,  up  the  North  River  to  de-  1777. 
ftroy  the  works  of  the  ewemy  at  this  place.  Upo;i  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Briiilh  armament,  the  Americans  thinking  them- 
felves  unequal  to  the  defence  of  the  port,  and  being  convinced 
that  there  was  not  time  to  remove  any  thing  but  their  perfons 
and  arms,  fet  fire  to  the  barracks  and  principal  fiorehoufes,  and 
then  retired  to  a  ftrong  pafs  about  two  miles  diflance,  com- 
manding the  entrance  into  the  mountains,  and  covering  a  road 
which  led  to  fome  of  the  mills  and  other  depofits.  The  Bri- 
tifl)  troops  landed  and  compleated  the  conflagration,  which  had 
already  gone  too  far  to  allow  any  thing  to  be  faved.  All  the 
magazines  were  thus  deftroycd,  and  the  troops,  having  per- 
formed this  fervice,  returned  after  taking  feveral  fmall  craft 
laden  with  provifions.  Another  expedition  of  a  fimilar  kind 
was  undertaken  againfl  the  town  of  Danbury  on  the  borders  of 
Connecticut,  and  attended  with  equal  fuccefs. 

Thefe  petty  advantages  were  nothing,  compared  to  theinflnite 
benefit  which  the  Americans  derived  from  the  delay  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  army  in  taking  the  field.  The  Provincials  were  greatly  aug- 
mented by  reinforcements  from  all  quarters  to  the  Jerfeys.  Thofe 
who  fliuddered  at  a  winter's  campaign  grew  bold  in  fummer; 
and  the  certainty  of  a  future  winter  had  no  greater  efFett  than 
diftant  evils  ufually  have.  "When  general  Howe  pail'ed  over  from 
New  York  to  the  Jerfeys  the  middle  of  June,  he  found  Waih- 
ington's  army,  which  fix  weeks  before  had  been  nothing  to  his 
own  in  point  of  force,  greatly  incrcafed,  and  Rationed  in  fuch 
advantageous  and  inacceflible  pofts  as  defied  every  afiault.  All 
his  attempts  to  bring  Waihington  to  an  engagement,  or  to  make 
him  quit  his  defenfive  plan  of  conducing  the  war,  proved  abor- 
tivej  and  it  appeared  the  height  of  temerity  to  attempt  advan- 
cing to  the  Delaware,  through  fo  ftrong  a  country  entirely  hc- 
ftile,  and  with  luch  an  enemy  in  his  rear.  Nothing  remained, 
therefore,  for  general  Howe  but  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  Immenfe 
nival  force  which  co-operated  with  the  army,  and  which  in  9, 
country  like  America,  interfered  by  great  navigable  rivers,  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  tranfporting  his  forces  to  the  moil:  vul- 
nerable parts  of  the  rebellious  provinces.  The  Americans  had  no 
force  to  refill  the  navigntionj  and   i(  was  impofTiblc  for  them  to 
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A.  D.  l^now  where  the  ftorm  would  fall)  or  to  make  provifion  againfl: 
1777.  it.     General  Howe  accordingly  paffed  over  with  the   ymy  to 
Staten  Illand,  from  which  it  was  intended  that  the  embarkation 
fliould  take  place. 

For  the  fuccefs  of  this  grand  expedition  nothing  was  more  re- 
quifite  than  difpatch  ;  yet,  notwitliftanding  the  affiftance  afford- 
ed by  the  crews  of  300  veflels,  it  was  not  till  the  23d  of  July 
that  the  fleet  and  army  were  ready  to  depart  from  Sandy  Hook. 
The  force  embarked  conlifted  of  thirty-fix  Britifh  and  Heflian 
battalions,  including  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  with  a 
powerful  artillery,  a  New  York  corps  called  the  Q^ieen's  Ran- 
gers, and  a  regiment  of  light  horfe.  Seventeen  battalions  with 
a  regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the  remainder  of  the  New  York 
corps  were  left  for  the  protection  of  that  and  the  neighbouring 
iflands ;  and  Rhode  Illand  was  occupied  by  feven  battalions. 

Philadelphia,  the  original  feat  of  the  General  Congrefs,  but 
from  which  that  body  had  retired  to  Baltimore,  was  the  objeft 
of  thefe  mighty  preparations.  The  weather  being  unfavourable, 
it  coft  the  fleet  a  week  to  gain  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware.  The 
information  which  the  commanders  received  there  of  the  mea- 
fures  taken  by  the  enemy  for  rendering  the  navigation  of  tha|. 
river  impradbicable,  engaged  them  to  alter  their  defign  of  pro- 
ceeding by  that  way,  and  to  undertake  the  paflage  by  Chefapeak 
Bay  to  Maryland,  the  fouthern  boundary  of  which  is  at  no 
great  diftance  from  Philadelphia.  The  middle  of  Auguft  was 
pafied  before  they  entered  this  bay,  after  which,  with  a  favour- 
able wind,  they  gained  the  river  Elk  near  its  extremity  through 
a  moi\  intricate  and  dangerous  navigation.  Having  proceeded 
Jjp  this  river  as  far  as  it  was  poflible  for  large  vefiels,  the  army 
were  relieved  from  their  tlrefome  confinement  on  board  the  tranf- 
•ports,  which  was  rendered  doubly  difagreeable  by  the  heat  of 
the  feafon,  and  landed  without  oppofition  at  Elk  Ferry  on  the 
25th  of  Auguft.  Whilfh  one  part  of  the  army  advanced  to  the 
head  of  the  Elk,  the  other  continued  at  the  landing-place  to 
protect  and  forward  the  artillery,  ftores,  and  neceflary  provifions. 
Meanwhile  general  Wafliington  returned  with  his  army  from 
the  Jerfeys  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia.  Their  force,  in- 
t:Iuding  the  militia,  amounted  to  13,000  men,  which  was  flill 

conllderablj 


i 


OF    King     GEORGE    III.  39^ 

confi  Jerably  inferior  in  number  to  the  royal  army.  General  A.  D. 
Howe,  after  publifliing  fuch  proclamations  as  he  thought  ne-  1777. 
celTary  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  and  inducing 
them  to  return  to  the  protection  of  the  crown,  began  on  the 
3d  of  September  to  purfue  his  courfe  to  Philadelphia.  Wafhing- 
ton  loft  no  opportunity  of  haraflfing  him  in  his  march,  by  every 
poffible  means  which  did  not  involve  the  necefiity  of  rifking  a 
general  engagement.  B-ut  feveral  confiderable  a£lions  rook 
place  betv/een  the  troops  both  before  and  after  general  Howe 
had  entered  Philadelphia,  of  which  the  army  became  poffeffed 
the  26th  of  September.  In  thefe  adtions  vidtory  always  inclined 
to  the  fide  of  the  king's  troops,  who  (hewed  as  much  ardour  in 
the  attack  as  Wafhington  difcovered  wifdom  in  the  retreat,  and 
in  avoiding  a  general  engagement.  The  Provincials  had  great 
difadvantage  in  the  ufe  of  the  bayonet,  with  which  inftrument 
they  were  ill  provided,  and  which  they  knew  little  how  to  ma- 
nage. And  when  this  circumftance  is  confidered,  it  will  not 
appear  furprifing  that  the  diiproportion  between  their  number 
of  flain  and  that  of  the  king's  troops  Ihould  in  every  atlion 
have  been  confiderable. 

When  the  Britifli  troops  had  taken  poffeffion  of  Philadelphia, 
their  firfl:  employment  was  to  eredl  batteries  which  might  com- 
mand the  river,  and  protetft  the  city  from  any  infult  by 
water.  This  was  fo  neceffary  a  meafure,  that  the  very  day  of 
the  arrival  of  the  forces,  the  American  frigate  Delaware,  of  32 
guns,  anchored  witiiin  500  yards  of  the  unfinifhed  batteries, 
and  being  feconded  by  another  frigate,  with  fome  fmaller  velTels, 
commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  lafled  for  feveral  hours. 
Upon  the  falling  of  the  tide,  however,  the  Delaware  ground- 
ed, and  was  taken  •,  and  the  batteries  newly  eredled  were  play- 
ed with  fuch  effe6l  againft  the  other  velTcls,  that  they  were  for- 
tunate to  be  able  to  retire. 

Meanwhile  lord  Howe  being  apprized  of  the  determined 
progrefs  of  the  army  to  Philadelphia,  took  the  mofl:  fpeedy 
and  effedlual  meafures  to  convey  the  fleet  and  tranfports  round 
to  the  Delaware,  in  order  to  fupply  the  army  with  the  neceffary 
ftores  and  provifions,  as  well  as  to  concur  in  the  adlive  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign.   After  a  dangerous  and  intricate  voyage, 
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A.  D.  the  fleet  arrived  in  the  wcftern  or  Fcnnfylvania  fiiore,  wherfe 
*777-they  drew  up  and  anchored.  The  paflage  to  Philadelphia, 
however,  was  ftill  impraclicable,  for  the  Americans  had  con- 
ftrucled  great  and  numerous  works  with  wonderful  labour  and 
induftry  to  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The  principal 
of  thefe  were  the  flrong  batteries  on  a  low  and  marfliy  iflandj 
or  rather  an  accumulation  of  mud  and  fand  at  the  jun£lion  of 
the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  j  a  confiderable  fort  or  redoubt  at 
a  place  called  Red  Bank  on  the  oppofite  fliore  of  New  Jerfey , 
and  in  the  deep  navigable  channel  between  thefe  forts  there  had 
l)een  funk  feveral  ranges  of  frames  or  machines,  which  from 
refembhnce  of  conflruclion  were  called  chevaux  de  frizCi 
Thefe  were  compofed  of  tranfverfe  beams,  firmly  united,  and 
of  fuch  weight  and  ftrengih  as  rendered  it  equally  difficult  to 
penetrate  or  remove  them.  About  three  miles  lower  down  the 
river  they  had  funk  other  machines  of  a  fimilar  form,  and 
credled  new  batteries  on  fliore  on  the  Jerfey  fide  to  co- operate 
in  the  defence.  Both  were  farther  fupported  by  feveral  gallies 
mounting  heavy  cannon,  together  with  two  floating  batteries,  a 
number  of  armed  vefTels  and  fmall  craft  of  various  kinds,  and 
fome  fire-fhips. 

The  firfl:  thing  requifite  for  opening  the  channel,  was  to  get 
the  command  of  the  (hore.  Accordingly,  upon  the  reprcfenta- 
tion  of  captain  Hammond  of  the  Roebuck,  which,  with  fome 
other  fhips  of  war,  had  arrived  in  the  Delaware  before  lord 
Howe,  the  general  detached  two  regiments  to  diflodge  the  ene- 
my from  Billingsfort,  the  prinfcipal  place  of  fiirength  on  the 
Jerfey  fl^iore.  This  fervice  was  fuccefsfully  performed ;  and 
captain  Hammond,  after  a  vigorous  contefl  with  the  marine 
force  of  the  enemy,  was  able  with  much  labour  to  weigh  up  as 
much  of  the  chevaux  de  frize  as  opened  a  narrow  and  difficult 
paiT;)ge  through  this  lower  barrier^ 

It  was  not  attempted  to  remove  the  upper  barrier,  which  was 
inuch  the  ftronger,  until  the  arrival  of  lord  Howe,  who  con- 
certed meafures  for  this  purpofe  with  the  general.  The  latter 
ordered  batteries  to  be  erected  on  the  Pennfylvania  fhore,  to 
affin;  in  diflodging  the  enemy  from  Mud  Ifland.  He  alfo  de- 
tached, (22d  Odoberjj  a  flrong  body  of  Heffians  to  attack  the 
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i-edoubt  at  Red  Bank  ;  while  lord  Howe  ordered  the  men  of  A.  D. 

war  and  frigates  to  approach  Mud  Ifland,  which  was  the  main  1777« 
bbje(fl:  of  the  aflault.  The  operations  by  land  and  fea  were 
equally  unfuccefsful.  The  Hcflians  were  repulfed  with  great 
{laughter  by  the  garrifon  at  Red  Bank,  as  well  as  by  the  float- 
ing batteries  of  the  enemy.  The  (hips  could  not  biing  their  fire 
to  bear  with  any  confiderable  elleft  upon  the  ifland.  The  ex- 
traordinary obftruftions  with  which  the  Americans  had  inter- 
rupted the  free  courl'e  of  the  river,  had  even  affc6ted  its  bedi 
and  wrought  fome  alteration  on  its  known  and  natural  channel. 
By  this  means  the  Augufta  man  of  war  of  64  guns,  and  Merlin 
floop  were  grounded  fo  faft  at  fome  diftance  from  the  chevaux 
de  frize,  that  there  was  no  pofiibility  of  getting  them  ofF.  In 
this  fituation,  though  the  fkillof  the  ofBcers,  feconded  by  the 
aQivity  of  the  crews,  prevented  the  effe£l  of  four  fire-lhips  fent 
to  dellroy  the  AuguRa,  fhe  unfortunately  took  fire  in  the  en- 
gagement, v.'hich  obliged  the  others  to  retire  at  a  diftance  from 
the  expc6led  explofion.  The  Merlin  alfo  v/as  deftroyedj  hut 
few  lives  were  loft. 

Thefe  untoward  events  did  not  prevent  a  fecond  trial  on  the 
15th  November  to  perform  the  necelTary  work  of  opening  the- 
communication  of  the  river.  While  the  enemy  left  nothing  un-» 
done  to  (Irengthen  their  defences,  the  Britilla  fleet  were  incef- 
fantly  employed  in  conveying  heavy  artillery  and  ftores  up  the 
river  to  a  fmall  moraffy  ifland,  wliere  they  ere«Sted  batteries, 
which  greatly  incommoded  the  American  works  on  Mud  Ifland . 
At  length  every  thing  being  prepared  for  an  aflault,  the  lils  and 
Somerfet  men  of  war  palTed  up  the  eall  channel,  in  order  to 
attack  the  enemy's  works  in  front ;  leveral  frigates  drew  up 
againft  a  newly  erected  fort  near  Manto  Creek  ;  and  two  armed 
veflels,  mounted  v.'ith  24  pounders,  made  their  way  through  a 
narrow  channel  on  the  weflern  fide,  in  order  to  enfilade  the 
principal  works.  The  fire  from  the  fliips  was  terrible,  and  re- 
turned during  the  whole  day  with  equal  vivacity.  Towards  the 
evening  the  fire  of  the  fort  began  to  abate,  and  at  length  was 
lotally  filenced.  'i'he  enemy  perceiving  that  meafures  were  ta- 
king for  fcrcing  their  works  on  tlie  following  morning,  let  fire 
to  every  thing  that  could  be  deflroyed,  and  efcaped  under  fa- 
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A;  D  vour  of  the  night.     The  forts  on  the  main  land  did  not  afte^-- 
^777'  wards  make  much  refiftance,  and,  as  well  as  that  on  the  ifland^ 
afforded  a  confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  and  military  ftores 
to  the  vi6lors. 

The  American  fhipping  having  now  lofl  all  protection  on 
cither  fide  of  the  river,  feveral  of  their  gallies,  and  other  armed 
veffels,  took  the  advantage  of  a  favourable  night  to  pafs  the 
batteries  of  Philadelphia,  and  fly  to  places  of  fecurity  farther  up 
the  river.  This  was  no  looner  difcovered  than  the  Delawara. 
frigate,  now  lying  at  Philadelphia,  was  manned  and  fent  in  pur- 
foit  of  them  j  and  other  meafures  were  taken  whiclx  rendered- 
tlieir  efcape  impoffible.  Thus  environed,. the  crews  abandoned^ 
and  fet  fire  to  their  veffels,  which  were  all  confumed  to  the 
number  of  feventeen,  including  the  two  floating  batteries  and 
fire-fhips  :  with  all  thefe  advantages,  the  advanced  feafon  of  the 
year  and  other  impediments  rendered  the  clearing  of  the  river 
in  any  conliderable  degree  imprafticable  •,  fo  that  the  m.aking 
fuch  a  channel  as  afforded  a  pafl^age  for  tranfports  and  veflcls  of 
eafy  burden,  with  provifions  and  necefiiiries  for  the  army,  was^ 
ptll  that  could  be  effected  by  the  fleet;  while  the  whole  fucccls  of 
t'he  army  amounted  only  to  their  fecuring  good  winter  quarters 
at  Philadelphia. 

If  the  confequences  of  victory  v?ere  little  calculated  to  rc- 
n-iove  tlie  uneafinefs  which  began  to  be  felt  in  England,  as  to 
the  nature  and  refult  of  the  American  war,  the  effetls  of  defeat 
in  the  army  of  the  north,  intended  to  co-cperate  with  the  grand- 
expedition,  occafioned  the  moft  gloomy  apprehenfions.  It  had 
been  refolved  in  the  cabinet,  where  all  the  future  operations  of 
the  campaign  had  been  fettled  with  a  painful  and  minute  accu- 
racy, that  while  general  Howe  made  a  fevere  impreffion  on  the 
heart  of  America,  the  extremities  fliouid  alfo  feel  the  cruel  ef- 
fects of  hoftility.  General  Carleton,  who  had  fuccecded  fo 
well  in  this  attempt  in  the  former  campaign,  and  to  whofe  un- 
remitting activity,  direfted  by  experienced  wifdom,  the  nation 
are  indebted  for  the  prefervation  of  Ganada-,  was  fuperfeded  in 
the  connnand,  which  was  beCowed  by  government  on  general 
Burgoyne.  With  an  army  of  above  fevcn  thoufand  regular 
tr-oops,  provided  ma  naauner  the  moft  complete,  and  furniihed 
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■with  the  fiaen:  train  of  artillery  ever  {"cen  in  the  new  worhl, /^.  D. 
that  general  proceeded  to  Canada,  when  being  joined  by  the  i??/* 
.provincial  militia  of  the  country,  he  took  meafures  according  to 
his  inftr-utlions  for  being  reinforced  by  a  powerful  band  of  fa- 
vages.  About  the -micidle  of  June,  he  met  tlie  Indians  in  Co«- 
^refs  on  the  banks  cf  Lake  Chaniplain,  where  he  fiid  every 
thing  that  appeared  mofi:  effectual  for  raifing  the  valour,  and 
bridling  the  ferocity  of  our  new  allieSo  Soon  after  he  publifhed 
•a  manihsilro  to  t!ie  inh-hitants  of  the  northern  provinces,  fettinq 
forth  the  magnitude  of  his  preparations,  and  denouncing  againft 
the  rebellious  all  tlie  calamities  and  outrages  of  war,  arrayed  in 
the  moft  territic  fornas.  Encouragement  and  employment  were 
aiTured  to  thofe,  who,  with  a  difpoiition  and  ability  fuited  to  the 
purpofe,  fhould  cht-arfuily  aflift  in  redeeming  their  country  front 
Slavery,  and  in  re-eftabli fining  legal  government.  ProtetHcn  an4 
fecurity,  clogged  with  conditions,  reflridled  by  our  circumftan- 
ces,  and  rather  obfcurely  and  imperfectly  expreffed,  were 
held  out  to  the  peaceable  and  iudullrious,  who  continued  in  their 
Jiabitations. 

After  thefe  previous  fteps,  which  the  general  judged  ne- 
cefTary,  it  was  intended,  that  the  army  in  concert  with  the 
naval  force  on  the  lakes,  (houid  proceed  to  the  fiege  of  Ticon- 
dereigo,  and  after  fecuring  that  important  fortrefs,  advance 
fouthward  on  the  frontiers  of  the  provinces,  where  they  would 
5t  length  join  the  force  conducted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinten,  and 
iCommodore  Hotham,  which,  advancing  northward  from  Nev/ 
"York,  deflroyed  the  works,  towns  and  country  of  the  ene- 
-my  on  botii  fides  of  the  river.  At  f.rll:  ever,y  thing  fucceeded 
with  general  Burgoyne  that  could  gratify  the  moll  fanguine 
iiopes  of  thofe  who  employed  him.  Ticonderago  was  taken, 
the  remainder  of  the  rebel  fquadron  on  Lake  George  was  pur- 
iiied  and  defeated,  and. the  enemy  every  where  fled  bolore  the 
vidorious  troops,  whom  they  had  neither  ftrengchnor  fpirit  to 
withftand.  The  firfl  impreflions  of  defpair  produced  on  the 
■minds  of  tlie  rebels  had  time  to  wear  oif  by  the  delays  of  the 
march,  in  a  country  lb  impradlicable,  that  in  fome  places  it  was 
haydly  pofnble  to  advance  a  mile  in  a  day.  The  New  England 
governments,  the  moft  immediately  threatened,  had  time  to  re- 
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A.  D  collefl  tKemfelves,  and  to  take  every  meafure  that  feemed  moft 
'^111'  iicceffary  for  their  defence.  Arnold,  who  alternately  a£^ed  the 
part  of  a  general  and  commodore,  with  equal  fkill  and  bravery, 
was  fent  to  reinforce  the  declining  courage  of  the  American 
troops,  and  carried  with  hitn  a  confiderable  train  of  artillery. 
The  terror  excited  by  the  favages,  who  were  guilty  of  various 
enormities  too  Ihocking  to  be  defcribed,  produced  at  length  an 
elT'ecl  diredlly  contrary  to  what  had  been  expeiSted.  1  he  inha- 
bitants of  the  open  and  frontier  country  were  obliged  to  take  up 
arms  to  defend  themfelves  againft  this  barbarous  race;  and 
ivhen  the  regular  army  of  the  Provincials  feemed  to  be  nearly 
wafted,  a  new  one  and  more  formidable  was  poured  forth 
from  the  woods,  mountains  and  marflies,  which  in  this  part  are 
thickly  fown  with  plantations  and  villages.  General  Gates,  an 
officer  of  tried  ardour,  and  of  a  regular  military  education,  took 
the  command  of  this  force,  in  which  he  co-operated  with 
Arnold  with  the  mof^  fingular  unanimity.  The  confequence  is 
well  known,  and  will  be  long  remembered.  Burgoyne  had 
gone  too  far  to  retreat  to  Canada,  nor  could  he  proceed  to  Al- 
bany, without  forcing  his  way  through  the  rebel  army.  After 
a  number  of  fkirmifhes,  marches,  and  two  bloody  engagements, 
he  entered  into  the  convention  of  Saratoga  the  i  7th  October, 
by  v.'hich  the  Britifli  troops  laid  down  their  arms,  and  engaged 
liever  to  adifl  more  in  attempting  to  fubdue  America. 

During  the  operation  of  the  caufes  which  led  to  this  humi- 
liating traniaclion,  Sir  Ilenry  Clinton  condu£led  his  expedition 
up  the  North  River  with  uncommon  fuccefs.  Having  em- 
barked 3000  men  for  that  expedition,  accompanied  by  a  fuitable 
Tiav-dl  force,  confilling  of  frigates,  armed  gallies,  and  fmaller 
veflels,  he  attacked  tlie  Forts  of  Montgomery  and  Clinton. 
Several  necelTary  motions  being  made  to  mafic  the  real  defign, 
the  troops  were  landed  in  two  leparate  divilions,  at  fuch  a  ui- 
ilance  as  occafioned  a  confiderable  and  difficult  march  through 
the  mountains,  which  was  condu<rted  fo  Ikilfully,  that  they  ar- 
rived at  the  forts,  and  began  their  rerpe<Slive  attacks  at  the  fame 
moment  of  time.  The  furpriie  and  terror  of  the  garrifon  was 
increafed  by  tne  r.ppearance  of  tl-e  fliips  of  war,  and  the  arrival 
and  near  Bic  >A  the  gallies,  which  approached  fo  c\ok  as  to 
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{Irike  the  walls  with  their  oars.  Both  forts  were  carried  by  A.  D. 
iiorrn,  and  the  flaughter  of  the  enemy,  occafioned  by  the  obfti-.i777* 
iidcy  of  their  refillance,  was  very  confiderable.  Thofe  who 
ffcaped  fet  fire  to  two  fire  frigates  and  feveral  other  veflels, 
which,  with  their  artillery  and  ftores,  were  cor.fumed  or  iunk. 
Another  fort,  called  Conilitution,  was,  in  a  day  or  two  after, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  combined  naval  and  land  forces,  fee 
on  fire  and  abandoned.  The  artillery  taken  in  all  the  three 
amounted  to  67  pieces  of  different  fizes.  ^  A  few  days  after- 
wards Continental  Village,  containing  barracks  for  1500  men, 
and  confiderable  (lores,  was  deftroycd.  A  large  boom  or  chain, 
the  expence  of  which  was  eftimated  at  L.  70,000,  and  which 
was  confidered  as  an  extraordinary  proof  of  American  induftry 
and  IkiU,  was  funk  or  carried  away  :  and  the  whole  lois  was 
the  greatell:  which  the  enemy  had  hitherto  luftained.  The  navy 
continued  to  purfue. the  advantage.  Sir  James  Wallace,  with  a 
flying  fquadron  of  light  frigates,  and  general  Vaughan,  with  a 
confiderable  detachment  of  troops,  made  various  excuriions  up 
the  river,  carrying  terror  and  dellru£lion  wherever  they  went. 
At  the  very  time  that  general  Bargoyne  was  negociating  con- 
ditions for  his  ruined  army,  the  thriving  town  of  Efopus,  at  no 
very  great  diftance,  was  reduced  to  alhes,  and  not  a  houfe  lefc 
ftanding.  The  troops  and  veiTels,  did  not  retire  to  New  York 
until  they  had  difmantled  the  forts,  and  left  the  river  totally  de- 
fencelefs.  Thus  it  mufl  be  confefied  that,  amidft  all  our  mis- 
fortunes, the  navy  carried  on  every  operation  in  which  they 
were  concerned  with  their  wonted  fpirit  and  fuccefs. 

When  news  of  the  various  events  which  had  marked  and 
chequered  this  important  year  of  the  American  war  were 
brought  to  England,  the  nation  were  agitated  by  a  tumult  of 
paffions  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  defcribe  or  analyfe.  The  boall- 
ed  preparations  which  were  to  bring  America  to  our  feet,  and 
v.'hich  fjemed  capable,  inflead  of  fubduing  the  rebels  by  open 
force,  to  look  them  into  unconditional  fubmifTion,  produced 
none  of  the  great  effeiSts  which  had  been  fo  firmly  expedled. 
The  armament  conduced  by  the  Howes,  had  not  been  able  to 
gain  any  decifive  advantage  over  the  force  of  the  Provincials ; 
the  northern  arm^j  v-diether  through  the  incapacity  of  the  mi- 

niilefjj 


4o6  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

A.  D.  iiifter,  or  the  railinefs  of  the  general,  had  been  delivered  up  or 
^777*  rather  abandoned  a  miferable  prey  into  the  hands  of  cur  ene- 
mies. Great  part  of  the  (hipping  of  the  Americans  had,  in- 
deed, been  deilroyed ;  fome  of  their  towns  were  in  our  poflef- 
fion  ;  their  country  had  felt  the  calamities  of  war;  their  works 
of  defence,  raifed  v/ith  great  art  and  induftry,  had  been  weak= 
ened  or  demoliihed;  but  the  fpirit  of  the  people  was  Piill  un- 
fubdued,  and  their  unremitting  adlivity  in  a  caufe  which  they 
■adored,  animated  by  the  firfl:  gleams  of  fuccefs,  would  natural- 
Jy  prompt  them  to  more  vigorous  and  daring  efibrts  than  they 
iiad  yet  exerted. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  fatal  appearances,  the  Englifli  miniPiry 
were  fo  entwined  in  the  American  war,  that   it  was  impofTibk 
•for  them  conveniently  to  be  difengaged  from  it :  theirmeafures, 
it  feemed,  could  only  be  juftified  by  fuccefs,  which,  had  it  de- 
pended on  the  liberality   of  the  fupplies,  muft   doubtlefs  ha\'e 
'been  obtained.  On  the  27th  of  November,  1777,  60,000  feamen, 
^vith  I  r,ooo  marines,  were  voted  forthe  fervice  of  the  enfuing 
-year.     The  maintaining  of  thofe,   with  the  building  and  repair^ 
ing  of  fliips,  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  and  half-pay,  and   the 
<iifchargc  of  a  million  of  debt,  made  the  whole  expence  of  the 
^eet  for  the  year  1778,  amount  to  above  five  millions  fterling. 
Yet  this  immenfe  lum  exceeded  only  by  about  half  a    million 
■the  expence  of  the  land  forces  ^  for  beudes  the  national  troops, 
-"we  had    taken   into  pay  about  25,000   Heffians,  Hanoverians, 
Ijrunfwickers.,  and  other  Germans  :  and  many  corporations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  fubfcribed  largely  for  raifing  new  regiments 
to  reinforce  the  ftanding  military  ftrength  of  the  country.  This 
ineafure  which,  in  any  other  war,  would  have  been  univerfally 
approved   as    a  mark  of  the    higheft  public  fpirit,  was   loudly 
condemned   by  o[)po{ition,  as  furnifhing    troops   to  the  king 
without   confent   of  parliament ;    and   the  eftecl  produced   on 
the  public  by  the  fa£tious  clamours  againft  the  new  levies,  clear- 
■iy  iliowed  the  prevailing  indifference,  or  rather  dilinclination  to 
the  continuance  of  a  war,  in  which  we  had  hitherto  met  with 
tittle  elfe  but  difappointmeQts  and  difgrace. 

Meanwhile  the  news  of  the   defeat  and  furrender  of  general 
Piirgoyne's  army  were  receii'.ed  in  France  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, 
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ceniber,  and  began  totally  to  change  the  views  and  behaviour  of  A.  D* 
that  court  with  regard  to  the  Americans.  The  agents  whom  1777* 
the  Congrcfs  kept  at  Paris  had  hitherto  been  coolly  received  by 
the  Frencli  miniliry,  though  idolized  by  the  levity  or  interefted- 
ncfs  of  the  nation  j  but  upon  lo  favourable  a  turn  in  the  affairs 
of  their  conftituents,  they  renewed  with  more  fuccefs  their  pro- 
pofals  for  negociating  a  treaty,  while  the  French  king  received 
the  compliments  of  his  nobility  on  the  misfortune  of  the  Britifb 
troops,  Vvith  as  much  complacence  as  if  his  own  had  obtained  a 
fignal  victory.  In  confequence  of  thefecircumft-ances,  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  the  credit  of  the  Americans,  Monfieur  Girerd, 
royal  fyndic  of  Strafbourg,  and  fecretary  of  his  mofl:  Chriftiaa 
majefly's  council  of  ftate,  waited  on  the  American  agents  by 
order  of  his  Majefly  the  i6rh  of  December,  and  acquainted 
them,  that,  after  long  and  full  conllderation  of  their  affairs  and 
propofitions  in  council,  his  majelty  was  determined  to  acknow- 
ledge the  independence  of  the  Americans,  and  to  make  a  treaty 
with  them  of  amity  and  commerce.  That  in  this  treaty  no  ad- 
vantage Ihould  be  taken  of  their  prefent  fituation  to  obtain 
terms  which  otherwife  could  not  be  convenient  for  them  to  a- 
gree  to,  his  majefty  defiring  that  the  treaty  once  made  fhoiild 
be  durable,  which  could  not  be  expelled  unlefs  each  nation 
found  its  intereft  in  the  continuance  as  Vv'ell  as  in  the  commence- 
ment of  it.  It  was  therefore  his  intention  to  enter  into  fuch  an 
agreement  with  them  as  they  could  not  but  approve,  had  their 
fiate  been  long  eftahlifhed,  and  attained  the  fulnefs  of  I'trength 
and  power.  Tiiat  his  majerty  was  determined  not  only  to  ac- 
knowledge, but  fupport  their  independence,  even  at  the  rilk  of 
a  war;  and  notwithftandlng  the  expence  and  danger  attending 
this  meafure,  he  expe£led  no  compenfation  on  that  account,  as 
he  pretended  nut  to  a<n  v/holly  for  their  fakes,  fince,  befides 
his  real  good  will  to  them  and  their  caufe,  it  was  manifeiily 
the  interefi:  of  France  that  the  power  of  England  fhould  be 
dimlnilhed,  by  feparating  America  from  it  for  ever.  The  only 
condition  which  he  required,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans  was,  *<  That  in  no  peace  to  be  made  with  England 
'*♦  they  ftiould  give  up  their  independence,  and  return  to  the 
"  obedience  of  that  ^jovernment."     Upon  this  foundation  the 

treaty 
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A.  D.  treaty  was  drawn  up  and  figned,  and  foon  after  difpatched  td 

177^*  receive  the  ratification  of  Congrefs. 

It  appears  not  from  any  thing  laid  before  the  public,  that  the 
Britifli  miniftry  were  officially  informed  of  this  important  tranf- 
acHiion.  Above  two  months  afterwards  the  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  and  the  minifttr  for  the  fouthern  department,  declared 
they  knew  nothing  for  certain  concerning  any  treaty  between 
France  and  America.  If  this  was  really  the  cafe,  the  ambalTador 
at  Paris  fcarcely  deferved  thofe  honourable  and  lucrative  marks 
of  royal  approbation,  which  have  been  fincefo  liberally  beftow- 
ed  on  him  ;  but  if  the  fa6l  is  otherwife,  and  if  we  may  give 
entire  credit  to  the  defence  of  that  nobleman  when  called  to  ac- 
count in  the  houfe  of  peers,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fave  the  ho- 
nour of  minifiers,  whofe  character  and  veracity  is  of  lefs  im- 
portance to  the  public,  than  tlie  humiliating  and  difgraceful  con- 
dition in  which  this  once  great  and  refpe^lable  nation  muft  ap- 
pear in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  In  former  times  we  fhoujd,  inftead 
of  diflembling  the  treaty,  have  demanded  a  full  communication 
of  all  its  contents  ;  but,  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  ingenious  author, 
"  when  people  are  deje£led  by  frequent  loiTes,  torn  by  inteftind 
*'  factions,  or  any  other  way  internally  diftreiTed,  their  delibe- 
"  *<  rations  are  confufed,  their  refolutions  flow,  and  an  apparent 
<'  languor  is  vifible,  w+ien  they  attempt  to  carry  their  rtfolu- 
«  tions  into  execution." 

However  this  queftion  may  be  decided  between  the  miniflry 
at  home,  and  their  ambalfador  at  Paris,  (for  the  tamcnefs  ol 
the  public  has  not  yet  brought  this  affair  to  a  full  explana- 
tion^,  it  was  generally  believed  that  adminiftration  knew  of  the 
propofed  treaty  between  France  and  America,  and  that  the  plan 
of  conciliation  propofed  by  lord  North  the  I7th  of  February, 
was  intended  to  counterwork  the  negociations  of  our  rivals. 
The  propofition  of  his  lordfnip  was  for  two  ads  of  parliament : 
the  firft,  a  bill  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  appoint  commilFioners 
to  treat,  confent,  and  agree  on  the  means  of  quieting  thediforders 
now  I'ubfiftijig  in  certain  of  the  colonies.  The  fecond,  a  bill 
declaring  the  intention  of  parliament  concerning  the  exercife  of 
the  right  of  impofing  taxes  on  the  provinces  of  Norlli  America. 
Both  bills  were  palled  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  nice  diftindlions 

which 
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%vhlch  are  made  In  his  lordfliip's  fpeech,  it  appeared  to  common  A.  D. 
underftandings  that  we  gave  up,  by  the  latter  bill,  not  only  the  ^77^- 
power  of  taxing  America,  but  all  that  national  pre-eminence 
and  fupremacy  which  had  been  fo  porapoufly  defcribed;  We  thus 
renounced  the  original  ground  of  the  quarrel,  and  more  than 
America  ever  defired  us  to  renounce;  but  fince  the  declaration 
of  independency,  and  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  with  France, 
it  was  little  to  be  doubted  that  our  prefent  concellions  would  be 
attended  with  no  better  fuccefs  than  our  former  pretenfions.  In 
fa£l,  the  moderation  of  government,    the  unfeafonablenefs  of 
which  prevented  its  having  any  efFecl  on  the  refolutions  of  the  re- 
bels, ferved  only  to  damp  the  fpirits  of  tbofe  who  had  entered 
moft  heartily  into  all  the  meafures  of  government  -and  coercion  5 
and  had  not  France,  by  throwing  afide  the  veil  through  which 
our  minifters  were  ftill  fond  to  view  her,  rouzed  the  indignation 
and  refentment  of  the  BritilTi  nation,  the  military  ardour  which 
had  been  fo  happily  excited  would  have  begun  to  fubfide,  and  the 
people  would  have  again  fallen  back  into  a  lethargic  langour  and 
ina(Stivity.  But,  on  the  13th  of  March,  the  marquis  of  Noailles, 
ambafTador  from  France,  delivered  the  following  declaration,  by 
order  of  his  court,  to  lord  vifcount  Weymouth  :  <<  That  tiie 
United  States  of  America,  who  are  in  full  poflc-iTion  of  indepen- 
dence, as  pronounced  by  them  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  having 
propofed  to  the  king  to  confolidate,  by  a  formal  convention,  the 
connection  begun  to  be  efi:abli(hed  between  the  nations,  the  re- 
fpedtlve  plenipotentiaries  have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendfhip  and 
commerce,  defigned  to  ferve  as  a  foundation  for  their  mutual 
good  correfpondence.     His  majefly  being  determined  to  culti- 
vate the  good  underftanding    fubfifting  between   France  and 
Great  Britain,  by  every  means  compatible  wj^Ii  his  dignity,  and 
the  good  of  his  lubjecls,  thinks  it  neceffary  to  make  this  pro- 
ceeding known  to  the  court  of  London,  and  to  declare  at  the 
iame  time,  that  the  contracting  parties  have  paid  great  attention 
not  to  ftipulate  any  exclulive  advantages  in  favour  of  the  French 
nation-,  and  that  the  United  States  have  referved  the  liberty  of 
treating  with  every  nation  whatever^  upon  the  fame  footing  ot 
equality.     In  making  this  communication,  his  moll  Chriilian 
niajefty  obferves,  that  the  British  miniftry  will  find  new  proofs 
Vol.  IV,  3  F  of 
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i^iD.  of  liis  conftant  and  fincere  difpofition  for  peace,  and  he  there-- 
177^'  fore  hopes  they  will  take  effectual  meafures  to  prevent  the  com- 
merce between  France  and  America  from  being  interrupted, 
and  to  caufe  all  the  ufages  received  between  commercial  nations 
to  be  in  this  refpedl  obferved.  In  this  jufl:  confidence  he  thinks 
it  fuperfluous  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  has  taken  eventual  mea- 
fures, in  concert  with  the  United  States  of  America,  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  of  his  flag,  and  effectually  to  protect  the  lavT- 
ful  commerce  of  his  fubje£ls,"  This  declaration  was  immediate- 
ly laid  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  with  a  mefTage  from  the  king^ 
letting  forth  the  perfidy  of  France,  and  contrafling  it  with  his 
own  fteady  adherence  to  the  faith  of  treaties.  The  meiTage  was 
anfwered  by  both  lords  and  commons  in  a  high  drain  of  indig- 
nation and  reR'ntir.ent  ngainft  the  reftlefs  ambition  of  the  French 
court.  The  Britllh  amballador  at  Paris  was  recalled,  and  the 
marquis  of  Noailles  left  London.  The  immediate  confequenccs 
of  thefe  fleps  were  an  embargo  laid  on  the  fhipping  in  the  French 
and  Engliih  ports;  the  warmefi:  imprefs  almoft  ever  known  j. 
and  the  embodying  and  calling  forth  the  militia' to  the  number 
of  thirty  thoufand  men. 

A  war  with  France  can  never  be  unpopular  in  tliis  country  j 
and  by  bringing  matters  to  fuch  a  point  that  the  French  appear- 
ed evidently  to  be  the  aggrelTors,  and  wantonly  to  provoke  the 
hoftility  of  Great  Britain,  the  minifiry,  had  this  been  their  owiv 
work^^would  have  pofTelfed  the  merit  of  ufing  the  furcfl  means 
cf  rouzing  the  latent  refentment  and  inherent  antipathy  of  the 
Englifli  againll  their  natural  enemies.  The  great  body  of  the 
people  talked  of  nothing  but  violation  of  treaties,  treachery, 
war  and  vengeance.  The  new  levies  were  carried  on  with  re- 
doubled vigour,  eMTeciaFy  in  Scotland.  A  majority  of  both 
houfes  re-echoed  the  feiuiments  and  language  of  the  vulgar. 
A  few  only  ventured  to  think  that  France  had  done  nothing  in- 
confiilent  with  the  univerfal  praOice  of  nations,  and  mufl  have 
been  deaf  to  every  call  of  intei-eft,  if  fhe  had  not  availed  her- 
felf  of  the  misfortunes  or  mifcondu£l  of  Great  Britain  to  ag- 
grandize her  own  power.  Upon  the  fame  principle  that  (^eea 
Elizabeth  afhfted  with  her  troops  and  treafure  the  United  States 
of  the  NotiierJiiiids  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  a  monarch  then 

formidable- 
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formidable  to  all  Europe,  the  French  could  not  fail,  in  a  more  A.  D. 
enlightened  age,  greedily  to  ieizc  the  occnfion  of  fupporting  the  ^JJ^' 
independence  of  Britilli  America.  If  ever  the  French  gave  us 
fair  play,  it  was  furely  on  the  prefent  occaHon  ;  they  allowed  us 
to  negociate  and  to  fight.;  to  hefitate  between  war  and  peace  ; 
and  to  throw  away  many  precious  years  in  armed  truce  and  pa- 
cific hoftility  j  and  it  aftonilhed  all  Europe,  not  thst  they  inter- 
pofed  at  length,  but  that  they  did  not  interpofe  iooner.  .Befides, 
as  ihey  had  long  affifted  the  Americans  in  an  underhand  man- 
ner, the  open  avowal  of  this  aififtance  was  ciie  greateil  advan- 
tage that,  in  our  prefent  circumilanceq,  we  could  poffibly  obtain. 
It  revived  the  decaying  ardour  of  the  nation,  united  every  well- 
willier  to  his  country  in  a  common  caufe,  and  called  forth  the 
mod  vigorous  efforts,  both  public  and  private,  that  the  hopes 
of  plunder,  interefl,  refentment,  and  a  feafe  of  national  honour 
.could  infpire. 

The  effedls  of  this  fplrit  in  augmenting  otir  armaments  by  fea 
and  land  were  foon  viiible.  -if  we  may  credit  the  words  of  thofe 
who  preCded  over  the  navy,  in  a  Ihort  time  we  bad,  befides  a 
vaft  number  of  armed  vefil^ls  and  privateers,  228  ihips  of  the 
line,  frigates  and  floops  in  commiHion  *.  Of  thefe,  50  fhips  of  the 
line  were  employed  foi°  the  protection  of  Great  Britaui.j  tiie 
whole  number  of  vcffcls  on  the  co^afi;  of  America  amounted  (it 
was  laid  by  men  in  office')  to  130;  admiral  Barrington  was  lla- 
-tioned  at  the  Leeward  iilands,*,  Sir  Peter  Parker  at  Jamaica  ;  the 
men  of  war  appointed  to  attend  the  Senegal  fleet,  were  ordered 
,10  remain  on  that  coall  for  the  protedlie^n  of  trade.j  and  admir^ 
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A.  D.  DufF's  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean  was  reinforced  with  fer 

1 772'  veral  capital  flaips.  Nor  were  the  French  ilow  in  their  prepara' 

tions.     They  had  aliembled  a  powerful  fquadron  at  Breft,  and 

another  at  Toulon  ;  and  their  troops  crowded  the  fea-ports,  and 

covered  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom  *. 

While  thefe  preparations  were  going  forward  in  Europe,  no- 
thing decifive  had  happened  in  America.  The  king's  army  had 
remained  quiet  in  their  winter  quarters  tolerably  well  fupplied 
■with  provifions  •,  and  general  Waftxington's  troops  continued 
hutted  at  Valley  Forge,  where  it  is  faid  they  fuffered  into- 
lerable hardfiiips.  The  greater  part  of  the  fleet  remained'  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  from  which  detachments  were  fent  to  cruize  be- 
fore the  principal  fea-ports  of  the  continent,  where,  as  well  as 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  they  were  fuccefsful  in  making  a  great  num- 
ber of  cnptures.  As  the  fpring  approached,  and  the  navigation 
cf  the  Delaware  became  practicable,  general  Howe  fent  various 
detachments  to  range  the  country  round  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  open  tl>e  communication  for  bringing  in  provifions,  and  to 
colletl  forage  for  the  army.  All  thefe  expeditions  were  fuccefs- 
ful; and  on  the  7th  May  major  Maitland  was  detached  with  the 
fecond  battalion  of  light  infantry  in  flat-boats,  protected  by  three 
gallies  and  other  armed  veffcls  commanded  by  captain  Henry  of 
the  navv,  to  deftroy  the  American  fhips  lying  in  the  river  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Trenton  ;  v/hich  was  efFe£led  with  great 
fuccefsf.  On  the  25th  of  the  fame  month  was  carried  on  a  iimi- 
lur  expedition  from  Rhode  Ifland  under  the  command  of  lieute- 
nant-colonel Campbell  and  captain  Clayton  of  the  navy.  They 
deftroyed  1  25  boats,  collefted  by  the  rebels  in  Hickamunet  ri- 
ver, together  with  a  galley  under  repair,  deftined  for  an  inva- 
fjon  of  that  iiland.  Another  detachment  from  the  men  of  war 
deilroyed  the  rebel  veffels  in  Warren  Creek  ;  and  a  third  burnt 
^he  faw-mills  on  a,  creek  near  Taunton  river,  employed  in  pre- 

*  N'.  XVII.  Appendix.     LiO  of  French  fleefs. 

•}•  Lift  of  American  fhips  burnt  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  May. 

a.  frigates,  one  for  31,  the  other  for  zS  gunsj 

9  large  (hips ; 

5  privateer  (loops  for  16  guns  each  ; 

3  ditto  for  10  guns  each  5 
S3  brigs,  wiih  a  niimbtr  of  floops  and  .'chooners. 

parinar 
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paring  materials  to  build  boats  and  other  fuitable  craft  for  the  A.  D. 
purpofe  of  the  before-mentioned  invafion.  '77^' 

Thefe  operations  of  the  pet ile  guerre  clofed  the  military  career 
of  general  Sir  "William  Howe,  who  refigned  the  command  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  returned  to  England.  The  firft  operation 
of  the  new  commander  was  to  evacuate  Philadelphia,  purfuanc 
to  the  inftru£tions  which  he  had  received  from  the  miniller, 
This  meafure,  though  attended  with  great  danger  on  account  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  Walhington's  army  of  20,000  men,  and 
though  accompanied  with  a  certain  degree  of  difgrace  necef- 
farily  attached  to  the  abandoning  of  a  town,  the  pofieflion  of 
which  had  been  acquired  at  fuch  an  expence  of  blood  and  trea- 
fure,  was  yet  deemed  nccelTdry  to  enable  his  majelly's  forces  to 
refift  the  united  efxbrts  of  the  Americans  and  their  new  and. 
powerful  allies.  On  the  i8th  of  June  the  army  began  their 
march,  and  proceeded  to  Gloucefter  Point,  and  from  thence 
crofTed  the  Delaware  in  fafety  through  the  excellent  difpofition 
made  by  the  admiral  to  fecure  their  paflage.  They  continued 
their  march  towards  New  York  till  the  28th,  without  any  inter- 
ruption from  the  enemy,  excepting  what  was  occafioned  by  their 
having  deftroyed  every  bridge  on  the  road.  Then  the  rebels 
began  to  approach  nearer  the  royal  army,  not  in  order  to  rifle 
a  general  engagement,  but  to  harafs  their  march,  and  if  pofiible 
to  feize  their  baggage,  which,  as  the  country  admitted  of  but 
one  route,  confided  of  a  train  extending  near  twelve  miles.  The 
judicious  difpofitions  made  by  general  Clinton,  and  the  bravery 
of  his  troops,  compelled  the  alTailants  to  retire  on  every  fide. 
The  army  marched  without  farther  oppofition  to  Navefink, 
where  they  waited  two  days,  in  hopes  that  general  Waihington 
might  be  induced  to  take  poll  near  Middletown,  where  be 
might  have  been  attacked  to  advantage.  But  as  he  ftill  declined 
affording  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  general  action,  prepa- 
rations were  made  for  palTmg  to  Sandy-Hook  Ifland  by  a  bridge 
of  flat  boats,  which  by  the  extraordinary  efibrts  of  the  navy 
was  foon  completed,  and  over  which  the  whole  army  pafTed  in 
about  two  hours  time  on  the  5th  of  July,  the  horfes  and  cattle 
having  been  previoufly  tranfported.  They  were  afterwards  ear- 
ned up  to  New  York^  while  the  fleet,  the  proceedings  of  which 

ha4 
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A.  D.  had  been  regulated  by  the  motions  of  the  army,  anchored  off 
'^71^-  Staten  Ifland.  This  ftation  was  lefs  difadvantageous  than  that 
of  the  Delaware,  in  cafe  the  French  fleet  at  Toulon  flioulJ 
efcape  to  America.  This  unfortunately  had  happened  ;  M. 
D'Eftaing  having  failed  from  Toulon  the  13th  of  April  with 
twelve  (liips  of  the  line  befides  frigates  and  llore-fliips.  The 
fa6l  was  known  to  the  miniftry  the  27th  of  the  dme  month  4 
h\it  no  effectual  meafure  had  been  taken  in  confequence  of  it. 
it  was  feveral  days  even  before  a  council  was  called  to  take  ibis 
important  macter  into  confideration.  The  fucceeding  month  was 
fpent  in  naval  reviews,  and  in  parliamentary  debates,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  minifters  acknovidedged  that  it  was  judged 
improper  to  detach  any  part  of  our  fleet,  until  the  internal  lafety 
of  Great  Britain  was  fufHciently  provided  for.  Meanwhile 
3)'Eftaing's  fquadron  rode  rniftrefs  of  the  Tea,  and  purfuing  their 
courfe  to  America,  arrived  on  the  coall  of  Virginia  the  5th  of 
July.  On  the  8th  they  anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dela- 
ware, and  on  the  i  rth  arrived  on  the  northern  fliore  of  New 
Jerfey. 

Lord  Howe  made  no  delay  in  taking  the  neceffary  meafures 
to  oppofe  their  attempts,  until  the  esoefted  reinforcement  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Byron  fhould  arrive  from  England. 
But  nothing  could  be  more  blameable  than  the  late  departure, 
or  more  unfortunate  than  the  tedious  voyage  of  that  admiral. 
He  failed  the  5th  of  June,  and  worked  out  of  the  channel 
^gainfl  a  frefh  wind  at  fouth-weft.  Nothing  very  material  hap- 
pened  till  the  3d  of  July,  when  the  fquadron  was  feparated  ia 
49  degrees  4  minutes  north  latitude,  and  26  degrees  48  minutes 
weft  longitude  from  the  Lizard,  in  a  mofl  violent  gale  at  north, 
accompanied  with  heavy  rains.  At  eight  o'clock  next  evening 
the  ftorm  abated,  and  of  a  fquadron  of  14  veflels  ihewed  only 
the  Princefs  Royal,  Invincible,  CuIIoden,  and  Guadaloupe. 
On  the  6th  the  CuUoden  was  ordered  to  look  out  to  th*e  north- 
eaft  quarter,  and  the  Guadaloupe  to  the  fouth-weft.  The 
Ouad.'.loupe  joined  again  the  next  afternoon,  and  kept  company 
itill  the  2 1  it,  when  fhe  and  the  Invincible  feparated  in  a  thick 
fog  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  On  the  5th  of  Auguft  the 
;s.dmiral  fell  in  with  the  CuUoden,  after  being  feparated  a  month, 

but 
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Kut  (he  parted  company  again  in  the  night  of  the  nth.  The  A.  D» 
Prir.cefs  Royal  being  thus  left  by  herfelf,  tlie  admiral  continued  1778. 
his  beft  endeavours  to  get  to  Sandy  Hook,  but  the  prevailing 
wind  being  from  the  fouth-weft  to  weft,  he  made  very  flow 
progrefs.  On  the  i8rh  of  AugufI:  the  crew  of  the  Princefs 
Royal  perceived  12  fail  of  fliips  at  anchor  to  leeward,  diftant 
about  eight  miles.  Thefe  were  foon  difcovered  to  be  pare  of 
D'Eftaing's  fquadron,  and  as  the  admiral  could  neither  get  inta 
the  road  of  Sandy  Hook  nor  of  New  York,  without  paffing 
through  the  midd:  of  the  enemy,  he  bore  away  for  Halifax^ 
where  he  arrived  the  26th  of  AugufI,  and  found  the  CuUoden, 
which  had  reached  that  port  before  him.  The  reft  of  the  fqua- 
dron afterwards  dropped  in  gradually  there,  or  into  the  harbour 
of  New  York,  their  crews  very  fickly,  and  their  furniture  much 
impaired. 

Meanwhile  D'Eftaing's  fquadron  had,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  12th  of  Juiy,  come  to  anchor  off  Shrewfbury  Inlet,  about 
four  miles  from  Sandy  Hook.  They  confifted  of  12  fail  of  two 
decked  fhips,  and  three  frigates.  One  of  the  large  fhips  had  90 
guns,  one  80,  fix  were  of  74,  three  of  64,  one  of  50;  the 
leaft  of  the  frigates  mounted  36  guns  j  and  their  complement  m 
men  was  above  r  1,000.  To  oppofe  this  formidable  fquadron 
ford  Howe  had  only  fix  fail  of  64  gun  Ihips,  three  of  50,  two 
of  40*',  with  fome  frigates  and  fioops,  for  the  moft  part  poorly 
manned.  In  this  great  difparity  of  force  the  fpirit  of  Britifii 
feamen  blazed  forth  with  more  than  its  ufual  luflre.  A  thou- 
fand  volunteers  from  the  tranfports  prefented  themfelves  to  mari 
the  fleet.  Such  was  their  ardour,  that  many  who  had  been 
detained  as  neceflary  for  the  wiitch  in  their  refpe£live  Ihip.Sj. 

•   Lift  of  lord  TI)we's  fleet. 
Eagle  of  &4  g»ri<-f  Vict-acimiral  Kiw,c,  capfains  Duncan  and  Curtis- 

Trident,  6.^  C.)inmodore  Elliot,  captain  MuU^y  i 

Nonfiich,  (<4  Capiiin  Griffiths  ; 

St.  Albans,         64  Fitzlusb^rt; 

?  "mcrfet,  ff4   .  €)JJ  ry  ; 

Ardent,  64. Ke ppel  ; 

Experiine.'.t,        50  — —  S^r  James  Wallace; 

Jfis,  so   Raynor; 

Prcfton,  50  — —    C'lmmodore  Hotbam  ; 

Phoerix,  40  Captain  Parker; 

Roebuck,  40  -- — .  Hammoniv 

wers 
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A.  D.  were  found  concealed  in  the  boats  which  carried  their  more 
*77^'  fortunate  companions  on  board  the  feveral  men  of  war.  The 
army  were  equally  forward  and  impatient  to  (ignalize  their  zeal 
in  a  line  of  fervice,  which,  independent  of  the  fpirit  that  ani- 
mated them,  would  have  been  extremely  difagreeable  to  men 
unaccuftomed  to  a  fea  life.  Though  fcarcely  recruited  from 
the  fatigues  of  a  long,  toilfome,  and  dangerous  march,  they 
were  eager  to  caft  lots  to  decide  which  fiiould  be  appointed  to 
embark  as  marines.  The  mafkers  and  mates  of  the  merchant- 
men fhewed  equal  alacrity ;  feveral  taking  their  ftations  at  the 
guns  with  the  common  failors,  others  putting  to  fea  in  their 
fmall  fvvift  failing  fhallops,  to  alarm  fuch  fhips  as  might  be 
bound  for  the  port,  and  to  look  out  for  the  long  expe<!i!led  ar- 
rival of  Byron's  reinforcement.  One,  of  the  name  of  Duncan, 
with  a  fpirit  of  difmterefted  patriotifm,  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  firft  names  of  Greece  or  Rome  in  the  moft  bril- 
liant period  of  thofe  celebrated  republics,  wrote  for  leave  to 
convert  his  veffel,  the  whole  hopes  of  his  fortune,  into  a  fire- 
ihip,  to  be  conducled  by  himfelf  i  rejedting  all  idea  of  any  other 
recompence  than  the  honour  of  iacnficing  his  life,  fervices  and 
expeQations,  to  an  ardent  love  of  his  country. 
^*^  Lord  Howe,  encouraged  by  the  noble  enthufiafm  of  every 
one  who  bore  the  name  of  Britain,  and  which  could  never  have 
been  executed  under  a  commander  who  was  not  univerfally  be- 
loved and  refpedted,  lofl:  not  a  moment  in  forming  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  fleet,  with  determined  purpofe  to  refift  the  moft  vi- 
gorous exertions  of  the  enemy.  While  the  French  admiral 
was  employed  in  founding  the  bar,  his  lordfhip  placed  his  fhips 
in  the  ftrongefl  fituation  the  channel  withm  the  Hook  would 
admit.  He  founded  its  feveral  depths  in  perfon;  he  afcertained 
the  different  fetting  of  the  currents  -,  communicated  his  difco- 
veries  to  the  officers  of  the  moft  experience,  and  after  hearing 
their  feveral  opinions,  formed  fuch  plans  of  arrangement  as 
feemed  bell  adapted  to  counteradl  the  enemy's  deiigns.  He 
lengthened  his  line  which  v/as  already  formed  of  the  Ifis, 
Eagle,  Somcrfet,  Trident,  Nonfuch  and  Ardent,  by  adding  the 
Leviathan  ftore-fliip,  manned  by  volunteers  for  the  occafion, 
and  fupplied  with  cannon  from  the  train.  One  battery  of  two 
howitzers,  and  another  of  three  eighteen  pounders,  were  erect- 
ed 
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ed  on  the  point,  round  which  the  enemy   mufl  have  pafled,  to  A.D. 
enter  the  channel.  ^77!^. 

During  thefe  vigorous  preparations  the  admiral  had  the 
daily  mortification  to  fee  feveral  of  the  Englifh  traders  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  French.  The  Stanly  armed  brig,  with  five 
prizes,  unfortunately  anchored  in  the  middle  of  their  fleet,  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  concealing  their  enfigns,  and  was  boarded 
before  flie  difcovered  her  miftake.  If  fome  traders  and  advice- 
boats  had  not  efcaped  over  the  flats,  the  Hope,  with  a  convoy 
from  Halifax,  would  likewife  have  been  taken,  and  added  to 
the  general  lofs  and  indignation. 

The  French  fquadron  had  maintained  a  conflant  intercourfe 
with  the  fliore  by  means  of  boats  and  fmall  veflels  ;  which  was 
obferved  to  ccafe  on  the  21ft  of  July.  On  the  day  following 
they  appeared  under  way.  The  wind  was  favourable  for  crof- 
ifing  the  bar,  the  fpring  tides  were  at  the  higheft,  and  every  cir- 
cumflance  concurred  for  attacking  the  Britilh  fleet  to  the  great- 
eft  advantage.  The  admiral,  therefore,  had  reafon  to  expert  one 
of  the  hotteft  actions  ever  fought  between  the  two  nations. 
Had  the  Englidi  men  of  war  been  defeated,  the  tranfports  and 
viftuallers  muft  have  been  an  eafy  acquifition  ;  and  the  army,  of 
courfe,  compelled  to  furrender  on  any  terms  the  enemy  might 
impofe.  But  D'Edaing  feems  not  to  have  pofiefled  fufEcient 
courage  to  contend  for  fo  great  a  ftaks  ;  and  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  he  bore  off  to  the  fouthward,  to  the  great  morti- 
fication of  our  gallant  feamen,  who,  confident  of  victory,  only 
longed  for  a  battle. 

lnftru£lions  were  immediately  difpatched  to  the  advice-boats 
ftatloned  without  on  the  flats,  to  followandobferve  the  motions 
of  the  French  fleet.  It  was  generally  fuppoled  that  the  ene- 
my's defign  was  to  force  the  port  of  New  York,  and  that  their 
bearing  to  the  fouthward  was  owing  to  the  circumftanccs  of 
the  weather.  But  advice  was  received,  that  they  were  (ecn  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d,  in  the  latitude  of  the  Delaware.  Soon 
after  this  intelligence,  the  Engliih  fleet  received  an  unexpctfled 
accefTion  of  force  by  the  arrival  of  the  Renown  from  the  Weft 
Indies ;  and  (o  extremely  inferior  were  they  in  every  refpedt  to 
the  enemy,  that  the  adtiiiion  of  a  fingle   ilfty  gun   Qv.p   was  a 
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A.  D.  matter  of  general  exultation.     Such  was  the  mortifying  debilirw 
I778'0f  the   Britilh   fleet,   while   the   firft   lord   of  the    admiralty, 
triumphed  in  parliament  in  the  fuperiority  of  lord  Howe's  fqua- 
dron  over  that  of  M.  D'Eflaing. 

The  Difpatch  arrived  from  Halifax  the  26th  of  July,  whiclv 
brought  no  intelligence  of  Byron,  but  informed  the  admiral,, 
that  the  Raifonable  and  Centurion  were  both  on  their  way  to 
New  York,  Thefe,  as  \9-dl  as  the  Cornwall,. formed  a  moft 
feafonable  reinforcement. 

It  was  now  known  for  certain,  that  the  French  fleet  had  fail- 
ed for  Rhode  Ifland.  On  the  2(;th  they  had  been  feen  of^ 
Newport  harbour  •,  the  lame  day  two  of  their  frigates  had  en- 
tered the  Seconnet  palTagej  next  morning  two  line-of-battle 
iliips  had  run  up  the  Naraganfet  paflage ;  and  the  remainder  of 
the  fquadron  were  at  anchor  without  Brenton's  Lodge,  about 
five  miles  from  the  town.  In  this  divided  ftate  of  the  enemy^ 
lord  Howe,  notwithftanding  the  great  inferiority  of  his  force 
even  after  the  reinforcement,  determined  to  fave  the  Britifli 
garrifon  at  Rhode  Ifland.  Two  additional  fire-fliips  were  con- 
ftrudled  by  his  orders,  and  all  his  fquadron  was  ready  for  feac 
hy  the  firft:  of  AugufV.  The  weather  prevented,  however,  his. 
arrival  at  Rhode  Ifland  till  the  evening  of  the  c)th.  By  this 
time  D'Eftaing  had  entered  the  harbour  under  an  eafy  fail,  can- 
nonading the  town  and  batteries  as  he  pafled.  His  fituatlon, 
therefore,  was  much  ftronger  than  that  on  which  the  Englifh 
had  depended  at  Sandy  Hook.  The  rebels  alfo  were  poflefled 
of  the  left-hand  (hore,  the  whole  length  of  the  harbour,  which 
gave  them  an  opportunity  not  only  to  annoy  the  Britifh  fleet 
from  the  heights  of  Conanicut,.  near  to  which  it  mufl  have  ap- 
proached, but,  during  the  attack  againft  D'Eflaing,  to  bring  alf 
their  guns  to  bear  upon  the  Englifli  fliips  from  the  northern  ex- 
tremity of  that  ifland. 

Next  morning  the  v/lnd  blew  directly  out  of  the  harbour, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  the  French  fquadron  appeared  ftanding  out 
to  fea  with  all  their  fails  on  board.  Lord  Howe  immediately 
made  the  fignal  to  get  under  way,  and  endeavoured  by  feveral 
niaflerly  manoeuvres  to  throw  the  enemy  to  leeward.  The 
weather-gage  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance,  as,  unlefs 
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he  could  obtain  that,  the  fire-fhips,  in  which  were  placed  the  A.D. 
greateft  hopes  in  contending  with  fuch  a  fuperior  force,  could  J77S« 
not  be  brought  into  action;  and  the  frigates  which  had  charge 
cf  them  would  likewife  have  been  prevented  from  engaging. 
But  the  attention  of  the  French  was  as  great  to  preferve  this 
advantage,  as  thefolicitude  of  the  Euglifh  to  acquire  it.  Night 
put  an  end  to  the  manoeuvres  on  both  fides,  and  next  morning 
prefented  the  two  fleets  in  the  Tame  fituation  with  regard  to  the 
■weather,  but  at  fomewhat  greater  dillance.  The  wind  ftill 
being  to  the  eaftwcrd,  blowing  frefh,  and  there  appearing  no 
profpe£l  of  change,  lord  Howe,  therefore,  ordered  the  frigates 
which  had  the  charge^f  the  lire-fliips  to  be  informed,  that, 
ihould  the  enemy  continue  to  preferve  the  weather-gage,  he 
fhould  wait  their  approach  with  the  fquadron  formed  in  a  line 
©f  battle  a-head,  from  the  wind  to  the  rftai-board.  At  the 
fame  time  he  took  a  ftep  upon  which  no  officer  could  have 
ventured,  whofe  character  for  perfonal  bravery  was  lefs  fully, 
cftablifhed.  It  is  well  known  that  a  commander  in  chief,  fla- 
tioned  in  the  line,  cannot,  after  the  a^ion  is  commenced,  ob- 
ferve  the  general  conduct  of  the  battle.  His  Jervices  are  thea 
ef  no  more  avail  than  thofe  of  jiny  other  officer,  equally  brave 
and  expert  in  the  management  of  a  fingle  (hip.  But,  as  lord 
Howe  had  on  this  occalion  to  engage  under  lb  many  difadvan- 
tages,  it  was  necefTary  to  feek  refource  in  his  fuperior  fkill  and 
adlivity,  to  be  ready  to  profit  of  every  fortuitous  occurrence^ 
and  to  compenfate  for  the  inferiority  of  his  force  by  his  addrefs 
in  applying  it.  He  therefore  flaifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Apol- 
lo frigate,  leaving  the  Eagle  in  the  centre,  and  moved  to  a  con- 
venient difliance  to  take  a  view  of  the  whole  line.  .Having  by 
this  gained  a  nearer  view  of  the  French  fleet,  and  obferved  that 
they  had  placed  their  flrongeffc  fhips  in  the  van,  he  ftrengthened 
the  rear  of  the  Britith  to  receive  their  attack.  About  four 
©''clock  the  French  admiral  altered  his  bearing,  and  new-formed 
his  line  to  engage  to  leeward.  Lord  Howe  crofied  through  the 
interftices  of  the  Englifli  line  with  the  frigates  and  fire-fhips, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  after  made  a  Hgnal  for  his  fhips  tolhorten 
iiail,  and  clofe  to  the  centre.  The  engagement  feemed  now  to 
^e  decided  on  by  the  commanders  of  both  fquadrons ;  but  in  a 
3  G  2  iliorc 
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A.  D.  fliort  time  the  French  again  altered  their  courfe,  and  bearing  to 
177^"  the  fouthward  were  fpcedily,  from  the  ftate  of  the  weather, 
entirely  out  of  fight. 

The  wind  blew  fo  hard  that  it  was  necefTary  for  the  Britifli  to 
lie  to  all  night  to  prevent  the  feparation  of  their  fleet.  But  the 
gale  increafed  to  fuch  violence,  that,  notwithftanding  this  pre- 
saution,  the  blue  divificn  was  totally  feparated  from  the  reft  ; 
the  centre  ai^.d  van  with  moft  of  the  frigates  ftiil  keeping  toge- 
ther. The  Apollo,  in  v;hich  the  admiral  was  embarked,  having 
loll:  her  fore-maft  in  the  night,  he  fliifted  his  flag  next  day  on 
board  the  Phoenix,  captain  Hammond,  then  in  company  with 
the  Centurion,  Ardent,  Richmond,  Vigilant  and  Roebuck. 
The  whole  fleet  was  greatly  difr.bled  by  the  ftorm,  their  lails 
fhp.ttered,  their  mafts  fprung,  and  the  fire-fhips  rendered  by  the 
wet  totally  unfit  for  fervice.  Bur,  though  the  elements  warred 
againfl  them,  they  failed  not  to  aflail  their  enemies  wherever 
the  opportunity  offered.  On  the  evening  of  the  13th,  captain 
Dawfon,  in  the  Renown  of  nfiy  guns,  fell  in  with  the  Langue- 
doc,  carrying  M.  D'Eftaing,  totally  difmafted.  Having  run 
clofe  under  her  lee,  he  gave  her  all  his  upper-deck  guns;  then 
ilanding  off  to  windward,  opened  his  lower  ports,  and,  at  half 
a  cable's  length,  poured  in  three  broadfides.  The  darknefs  ob- 
liged him  to  lie  to  for  the  night,  in  the  refolution  of  renewing 
the  attack  next  morning;  but  at  the  firft  dawn  lix  French  ("hips 
liove  in  fight,  three  of  which  remained  with  the  wreck,  and  the 
other  three  gave  him  chace.  The  fame  evening  commodcire 
'liotham  would  have  taken  the  Tonani,  had  ic  not  been  for  t!ie 
intervention  of  other  French  (hips.  A  circumftance  of  another 
kind  prevented  the  Caefar,  a  74  gun  fliip,  from  becoming  a  prize 
to  the  Ifis,  after  an  n^ion  as  brilliant  as  any  on  record  in  the  hi- 
itory  of  the  Engiifli  navy.  Captain  Rayner  of  the  Ifis,  difcovcr- 
ing  the  force  of  his  opponent,  at  firft  endeavoured  to  efcapeher; 
blit  fijc  proved  to  be  the  fafteft  failer.  In  a  fhort  time  they  were 
clofe  on  board  each  other,  and  engaged  for  an  hbur  and  a  half 
within  piftol-nk)t.  Notwiihftandi'ng  the  extrsordinary  difpro- 
portion  of  force,  the  addrefs  and  intrepidity  of  the  Englilh  captain 
was  fo  happily  feconded  by  the  ardour  of  his  ofucers  and  men, 
lh?.t  the  Ficnch;r.an  %vriS  forced  to  put  before  the  wind.    The  Ifis 
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was  Incapable  of  purfulng  Ulm,  being  To  much  ftiattered  in  her  A.  D, 
mafts  and  rigging.  Mr.  Bougainville,  the  French  captain,  loft  ^"JJ^- 
his  arm,  the  firft  Ueutenanc  his  leg,  and  they  acknowledged 
feventy  men  killed  and  wounded  ;  whereas  the  Ids  had  but  one 
man  killed,  and  fourteen  wounded.  After  thefe  honourable 
but  partial  engagements,  the  Englifh  ftiips  failed  for  the  gene- 
ral rendezvous,  which  the  admiral  had  appointed  at  the  Hook, 
where  they  found  their  conforts  almoll  as  much  fi:iattered  by 
the  Itorm,  as  they  had  been  by  the  (lorm  and  the  French  fleet 
pgether. 

During  the  time  requifite  lor  repairing  the  dirabledflilps,  the 
Experiment,  being  fent  to  explore  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  New- 
port, brought  intelligence,  the  23d  of  Auguft,  that  D'Efcaing's 
Iquadron  had  again  returned  to  Rhode  Ifland.  Lieutenant 
Stanhope  arrived  next  day,  having  with  great  gallantry  paflcd 
through  the  body  of  the  French  iiect  in  a  whale-boat,  convey- 
ing more  complete  information  of  the  fituation  of  the  enemy. 
He  had  left  them  at  anchor  at  the  harbour's  mouth,  which  it 
was  not  probable  they  had  entered,  as  the  wind  had  all  along 
continued  at  eaft.  The  rebels,  to  the  number  of  twenty  thou- 
fand,  had  advanced  within  fifteen  hundred  yards  of  our  works. 
From  them,  however,  Sir  Robert  Pigor,  who  commanded  the 
£ngli(h  garrifon,  apprehended  little  danger ;  but  fhould  the 
French  fleet  come  in,  the  governor  ordered  his  melTenger  to  fav 
it  would  make  an  alarming  change. 

Lord  Howe  loft  not  a  moment,  upon  this  informr.tion,  to  let 
fail  for  the  relief  of  the  place.  But  he  w'as  met  at  fea  by  the 
Galatea  with  difpatches  from  general  Pigot,  acquainting  him 
that  D'Eftaing  had  failed  from  his  anchorage,  and  Iteered  in  a 
courfe  for  Bolton.  His  lordfliip,  therefore,  detached  the  Nau- 
tilus, Sphinx,  and  Vigilant  to  Rhode  Ifland,  and  proceeded  with 
tlie  remainder  of  his  fquadron  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  As  it  was 
not  probable  that  the  French  would  attempt  to  navigate  their 
large  fhips  in  their  difabled  ftate  through  the  fouth  channel, 
within  George's  Bank,  his  lordfliip  was  in  hopes  that,  bv  fol- 
lowing that  courfe,  he  might  intercept  their  p.nTage  to  fiollcn 
Bay.  But  on  entering  that  bay  the  30th,  he  found  to  his  great 
mortification  that  the  enemy  h?4  anticipated  his  arrival.     Tiie 
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A.  D.  next  day  he  endeavoured  to  take  advantage  of  a  leading  wind  td 
^77S'  view  their  pofition,  but  was  prevented  by  the  St.  Albans  run- 
ning on  fliore  near  the  point  of  Cape  Cod.  He  efFe^ed  his  pur- 
pofe,  however,  on  the  ill  of  September,  and  judging  that  no 
attempt  could  be  made  againft  them  in  their  prefent  fituation 
vith  the  fmalleft  profpetl  of  fuccefs,  he  ftood  off  to  fea,  in  or- 
der to  difengage  his  {hips  from  the  navigation  of  the  coaft,  which 
was  extremely  dangerous,  the  wind  blowing  frefli  from  the  eafl, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  weather  in  other  refpeOs  unfavour- 
able. When  he  arrived  at  Newport,  he  found  that  the  meafures 
which  he  liad  taken,  had  been  efFe£tual  in  relieving  that  im- 
portant garrifon  ;  the  rebel  general  Sullivan,  on  the  unexpected 
letreat  of  D'Efkaing,  having  retired  from  before  the  place  after 
uttering  many  bitter  reproaches  againft  the  brittle  faith  of  his 
new  allies.  Lord  Howe  afterwards  returned  to  Sandy  Hook, 
und  his  health  being  infirm,  furrendered  the  powers  with  which 
he  was  intruPied  to  rear-admiral  Gambler,  and  fet  fail  for  Eng- 
land, where  he  arrived  the  25th  of  October. 

The  naval  operations  in  Europe,  though  farlefs  complicated, 
were  not  more  decifive  than  in  America.  The  French,  as  early 
ss  the  month  of  May,  had  in  the  road  of  Breft  nineteen  fhips  of 
74  guns,  three  of  80,  and  fourteen  frigates,  commanded  by  the 
count  D'Orvilliers,  lieutenant-general  of  the  marine.  The  duke 
of  Chartres,  eldeft  Ton  of  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  com- 
manded an  eighty-gun  flaip,  and  gave  the  fplendour  of  his  name 
to  this  formidable  equipment.  The  Britifh  fleet  %  deftined  tp 
&61  againft  the  main  force  of  the  enemy,  was  committed  to  ad- 
miral Keppel,  who  failed  from  St.  Helen's  the  8th  of  June, 
with  unlimited  difcretionary  powers.     Nathing  particular  hap- 

•  It  confifted  of  (he  following  ftiipS  :  The  Vti^cry  of  -oo  guns,  aJmiral  Ke(i# 
jiel ;  the  Queen  of  90  guns,  >'ice-adm'ral  Hnrland  ;  ihe  Ocean  tf  90  guns,  vice- 
admira!  Paiiifer ;  the  Sandwich  of  90  gims;  the  Prince  George  of  90  guns;  rhe 
Foudroyant,  Shrewfbiry,  Egmonr,  Valiant,  Cell  ageux,  Ramilits,  Hector,  Mo» 
Tiarque,  Elifabeth,  Berwick,  and  Cumberland,  of  74  guaseach:  ;he  America, 
KxKter,  Stirling  Cafil",  Robiifte,  and  Bienfaifan',  of  64.  guns  each  j  Arethufa 
frigate  of  30  guns ;  Fox  and  Ptoferpine  frigates  ;  the  Alert  and  Meredith  armed 
>cui(ers,  and  the  Vu  can  fire-(hip  ;  in  all  27  fail;  wh'ch  were  afterwards  joined  by 

.f  .me  rjthers S;e  Appendix^  N''.  XXI.    fur  a  complele  lift  of  the   Bdt;/h  and 

French  .fleet*. 
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pened  until  the  17th,  when  the  Englifti  fleet  being  in  line  of  A.  D. 
battle,  25  miles  dillant  from  the  Lizard,  they  perceived  two  ^77^- 
(hips  and  two  tenders  furveyingthe  fleet,  and  watching  its  mo- 
tions. The  fituation  of  the  admiral  was  fomewhat  embarralTing^ 
for  by  commencing  hoftilities  without  exprefs  orders,  the  whole 
blame  of  the  war  might  be  laid  upon  him  j  but  confidering  that 
it  was  neceflary  to  ftop  thefe  frigates,  as  well  to  obtain  intelli- 
gence, as  to  prevent  its  being  communicated,  he  immediately 
direfted  the  whole  fleet  to  chace  ;  and  between  five  and  fix  in 
the  evening  the  Mdtord  had  got  clofe  along- fide  the  lee- 
ward fhip,  which  proved  tO  be  a  large  French  frigate  called 
the  Licorne,  of  32  gUns  and  230  men.  Her  commander  could 
not  be  perfuaded  by  civil  words  to  bring  his  veflel  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  fleet,  fo  that  it  was  neceffiiry  to  fire  a  gun,  which  made 
him  prepare  to  obey  the  Englifli  officer's  requeft.  The  other 
French  fliip  was  purfued  by  the  Arethufa  and  Alert  cutter^ 
and,  at  fome  diftance  allcrn,  the  Valiant  and  Monarque.  Mean- 
while the  French  frigate  which  had  been  overtaken  by  the  Mil- 
ford,  and  was  now  attended  by  the  America,,  changed  her 
Gourfe,  and  went  upon  a  different  tack,  with  a  view  to  efcape., 
One  of  the  Englifli  Ihips  attending  her,  fired  a  fhot  acrofs  her;^ 
which  was  immediately  followed  by  the  French  frigate's  difchar- 
ging  a  whole  broadfide  into  the  America,  at  the  very  moment 
lord  Longford  was  upon  the  gunwale  talking  to  the  French  cap- 
tain in  the  moft  civil  ftrain.  The  latter  thenftruck  hiscoloursj, 
and  though  his  conduft  merited  the  fire  of  the  America,  lord 
Longford's  magnanimity  difdained  to  take  Vengeance  on  an  ene- 
my whom  he  had  entirely  in  his  power.  On  the  i^th  the  Va- 
liant and  Monarque  who  hadchaced  the  other  French  ftiip,  were 
feen  making  for  the  fleet  with  a  difabled  fliip  in  tow,  which  was 
fowl  perceived  to  be  the  Arethufa  with  her  main-maft  gone,  and 
much  fliattered  in  other  refpefts^  The  Arethufa  had,  on  the 
night  of  the  i/th,  come  up  with  her  chace,  which  proved  to  be 
the  Belle  Poule,  a  large  French  frigate  with  heavy  metal.  The 
French  captain  peremptorily  refufed  to  bring  to,  which  obliged 
captain  Marfliall  of  the  Arethufa  to  fire  a  fliot,  which  was  im- 
mediately returned  by  a  whole  broadfide  from  the  French  fri- 
gate. This  brought  on  an  engagement  which  lalled  upwards  of 
two  hours.     The  adion  was  contefted  with  equal  obftinacy  oii 
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A.  D.  both  fides.  The  French  frigate  was  fuperior  in  weight  of  me- 
*  778.  tal,  and  in  the  number  of  men  ;  advantages  which  £he  flood  in 
need  of:  at  length  the  Arethufa  being  much  (battered  in  her 
mafts,  fails  and  rigging,  and  there  being  Httle  wind  to  govern 
her,  fhe  could  not  prevent  the  French  ihip  from  getting  into  a 
fmall  bay,  where  boats  at  day- light  came  out  and  towed  her  in- 
to fafety.  The  Arethufa  had  eight  men  killed,  and  thirty-fix 
wounded.  The  French  acknowledge  forty  flain,  and  forty-feveti 
wounded,  on  board  the  Belle  Poule.  Captain  Fairfax  of  the 
Alert  cutter  was  more  fortunatCj  having  taken,  after  a  gallant 
engagement,  a  French  fchooncr  of  ten  carriage-guns,  and  ten 
fwivels  that  attended  the  Belle  Poule.  And  on  the  i8th  the 
Foudroyant,  Courageux,  and  Robuftc,  had  chaced  and  taken 
the  Pallas,  a  French  frigate  of  32  guns  and  220  men. 

From  papers  found  on  bdard  the  Pallas  and  Licorne  French 
frigates,  the  admiral  difcovered  that  the  enemy's  fleet  in  Breft 
water  coniifted  of  thirty- two  fail  of  the  line,  and  about  a  do- 
zen frigates  J  whereas  his  own  confifted  only  of  twenty  of  the 
former,  and  three  of  rhe  latter.  In  this  perplexing  fituation  he 
confidered  the  probable- confequences  of  rilking  an  engagement 
againft  fuch  odds,  alfo  the  critical  and  hazardous  fituation  the 
nation  might  be  reduced  to  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  as  the  dock- 
yards and  whole  fiiipping  in  the  ports  of  the  channel  would,  in 
that  cafe,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy ;  therefore,  though  he 
forefaw  that  to  come  home  without  orders  might  be  fatal  to  his 
own  reputation,  yet  he  refolved  to  rifle  that  for  the  fafety  of  hU 
country,  and  accordingly  returned  to  Spithead  the  27th  June 
for  a  reinforcement. 

At  this  jundlure  two  fleets  from  the  "Weft  Indies^  with  fomc 
fhips  from  the  Levant,  arrived,  which  afforded  a  fupply  of  fea- 
men  •,  by  this  feafonable  relief  the  admiral  was  enabled  to  fail 
aaain  on  the  9th  July,  with  twenty-four  fiiips  of  the  line,  and 
was  joined  on  his  way  down  the  channel  by  fix  more.  The 
French  king  in  the  mean  time  had  iffued  orders  for  reprifals  on 
the  fliips  of  Great  Britain,  afiigning  the  capture  of  the  frigates, 
and  our  engagement  with  the  Belle  Poule,  as  the  orienfible  rea- 
fons  :  thus  nothing  of  war  was  wanting  between  the  two  na- 
tions but  the  ceremony  of  a  proclamation.  The  French  fleet, 
confifting  of  thirty-two  fliips  of  the  line,  and  a  number  of  fri- 
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gates,  had  failed  from  Brefl:  the  8th  July,  they  were  divided  A.  D. 
into  three  fquadrons,  under  count  D'Orvilliers,  (commander  i??^* 
in  chief),  count  Duchaffault,  and  the  duke  de  Chartres,  a 
prince  of  the  blood,  affifted  by  three  other  admirals*.  On 
their  departure  from  Bred,  the  Lively  frigate,  which  had  been 
cruizing  to  watch  their  motions,  was  captured,  being  fo  much 
entangled  amongft  them  that  (lie  could  not  efcape. 

•  The  Britifla  fleet  f  was  aifo  divided  into  three  fquadrons, 
commanded  by  admiral  Keppel,  the  vice-admirals  Sir  Robert 
Harland  and  Sir  Hugh  Fallifer:  rear-admiral  Campbell,  from 
friendfhip  to  admiral  Keppel,  condefcended  to  a£t  as  firft  cap- 
tain on  board  the  Vidlory.  The  two  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each 
other  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  July,  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
about  35  leagues  to  the  vveftvvard  of  Breft.  At  firfl:  the  French 
admiral,  from  his  movements,  feemed  defirous  to  bring  on  an 
engagement,  probably  fuppofing  the  Britifli  fleet  to  be  nearly 
of  equal  force  with  what  it  was  about  four  weeks  before  j  but 
on  coming  nearer  he  difcovered  his  mifl:ake,  and  from  that 
moment  he  evidently  determined  to  avoid  an  a£lion.  This  plaii 
he  adhered  to  for  the  three  following  days,  notvvithftanding 
every  effort  iifed  by  the  Britifli  admiral  to  bring  him  to  a£iion  ; 
which  the  latter  ardently  wiflied  for,  before  the  Eafl  and  Weil 
India  fleets,  which  were  expected  about  this  time,  fliould  ar- 
rive, finding  it  would  be  diflicult  to  prote<fb  them  effe(R:ually, 
as  the  French  fleet  overfpread  many  leagues  of  the  ocean.  All 
the  advantage  he  could  obtain  in  four  days  was  to  fcparate  two 
of  the  enemy's  line-of-battle  fliips,  which  returned  to  Brefl, 
and  could  not  afterwards  rejoin  their  fleet :  this  placed  both 
fleets  upon  an  equality  as  to  line-of-battle  fliips.  On  the  24th 
the  Britifli  admiral  threw  out  the  fignal  to  chnce  to  windward, 
which  was  continued  the  two  following  days,  keeping  at  the 
fame  time  his  fliips  as  much  connefted  as  the  nature  of  a  pur- 
fuit  would  admit,  in  order  to  feize  the  flrft  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  eneniy  to  a  clofe  engagement ;  but  this  proved 
ineffeflual,  the  French  cautioufly  avoiding  coming  to  adtion, 
and  in  their  manoeuvres  fliowing  great  addrefs  and  nautical 

•  For  a  !ill  of  the  French  fleet  fee  Appendix,  No.  >^XI. 
f  See  Appendix,  N°.  XXI.  for  a  lift  cf  the  Britifn  fleet. 
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A.  D.  knowledge.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  27tk 
.177^'  July»  the  French  were  difcovered  to  windward  about  five  miles 
tliftance.  Admiral  Keppel  finding  fome  of  his  fleet  too  much 
fcattcred,  made  fignals  to  colleft  them  together,  fi;iU  continuing 
to  follow  the  enemy.  About  ten  o'clock  a  heavy  dark  fquaU 
came  on,  which  continued  near  an  hour ;  when  it  cleared  up, 
the  two  fleets,  by  a  fliift  of  wind,  had  neared  each  other,  but 
OH  different  tacks.  About  half  paft  eleven  the  fignal  was  hove 
cut  for  a  general  engagement,  at  which  time  the  fliips  as  they 
came  up  began  firing.  The  French  attacked  at  fome  diftance. 
the  hea<Jmoft  of  Sir  Robert  Harland's  divifion,  which  led  th.e 
van.  Their  fire  was  warmly  returned  by  almoft-  every  fhip  in 
the  fleet,  as  they  ranged  along  the  line  j  and  notwithltanding 
it  had  been  extended  by  the  chace,  they  were  foon  engaged,  as 
the  two  fleets  pafTcd  each  other.  The  cannonade  was  very 
heavy,  and  did  conCderable  execution  on  both  (ides.  The  ene-- 
iny,  as  ufual,  fired  chiefly  at  the  rigging,  which  crippled  many 
of  the  Britilh  fliips,  while  Mr.  Keppel  continued  the  old  way 
of  fighting,  by  firing  principally  at  the  hulls  of  the  enemy's 
Ihips  with  good  fuccefs. 

The  action,  for  t!ie  fiiort  fpace  it  lafted,  (about  three  hours}, 
was  very  warm.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Britifli  was  133 
killed,  and  373  wounded  ;  among  the  latter  were  four  officers, 
none  of  whom  died.  The  French  concealed  their  lofs  as  much 
as  poffible ;  they  acknowledged,  however,  150  killed,  and  about 
600  wounded.  From  the  manner  of  engaging  it  is  probable 
they  loft  more  men  than  the  Britifii,  perhaps  double  the  num-~ 
ber. 

After  the  different  flfips  had  repaired  their  damages,  the 
commander  in  chief,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  made 
the  fignal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a-head.  The  red  divifion, 
commanded  by  Sir  Pvobert  Harland,  immediately  obeyed  ;  but 
the  blue  divifion  never  came  into  the  fine  during  the  refl:  of  the 
day,  Sir  Hugh  Paliifer  alledging,  that  his  fiiip  the  Formidable 
was  fo  much  difabled  that  he  could  not  obey  the  fignal. 

Admiral  Keppel's  letter  to  the  admiralty  prior  to  the  en/- 
gagement  mentioned  his  being  for  feveral  days  in  chace  of  the 
enemy,  from  v/hich  the  public  expecfled  that,  if  an  adlion  flioukl 

happen,. 
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happen,  it  would  prove  a  decifive  one:  but,  en  reading  the  A.D* 
Gazette  account  of  this  affair  when  it  was  over,  and  finding  the  1778. 
enemy  had  efcaped  with  their  whole  fleet,  not  a  fliip  being  cap- 
tured or    deilroyed,    they   were  greatly  chagrined  and  difap- 
pointed. 

Both  fides  cLiimed  the  vi£lory  *  in  this  undecifive  aQion. 
The  French  foon  after  the  engagement,  drew  up  in  a  line  of 
battle  to  leeward,  and  continued  during  the  afternoon  in  that 
pofition,  with  an  intention,  they  aflert,  to  renew  tlie  engage- 
ment; but  it  is  more  probable^  with  a  view  to  bring  .off  their 
crippled  fliips  in  the  night,  which  mufl  have  been  abandoned 
if  they  had  fled  fooner. 

The  French  Gazette  relates,  that  the  Eng]ifi.i  flole  away  in 
the  night,  without  fliowing  any  lights ;  and  in  the  morning,  the 
French  having  no  expetStation  of  being  able  to  renew  the  ac- 
tion, and  finding  themielves  unexpectedly  off"  Ulhant,  (the  ef- 
fe<Sts  of  the  winds  and  currents),  while  they  fuppofed  them- 
felves  near  thirty  leagues  from  any  land,  they  took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  into  Breft,  in  order  to  land  their  wounded 
men. 

Although  the  Englifh,  had  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of  vic- 
tory, yet  the  French  account  is  totally  falfe ;  for  it  appeared 
by  the  evidence  of  witnefTes  upon  oath,  (in  the  fubfequent 
trials  of  Keppel  and  Pallifcr),  that  the  French,  on  purpofe  to  de- 
ceive, Rationed  foon  after  it  was  dailc  three  of  their  beft  fil- 
ing fliips  in  a  line,  at  confiderable  diflances  from  each  other, 
with  lightF,  in  order  to  have  the  appearance  of  their  whole 
fleet.  This  flnefle  had  the  intended  efi'cid  ;  their  fleet  ftole  away 
in  the  night,  and  the  three  fliips  followed  them  at  day-light  in 
the  morning. 

The  Britifli  fleet  was  aearly  in  a  line  of  battle  all  night,  (ex- 
cepting the  Formidable  and  fome  other  fliips  of  bir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer's  divifion) ;  both  admiral  Keppel,  and  Sir  P^obert  Harland, 
had  diftinguifliing  lights  out,  and  alfo  alight  at  their bowfprit  end. 
iy'ir  Hugh  PaUifer,  not  being  in  his  ftation,  had  no  lights,  neither 
in  that  fltuation  would  it  have  been  proper,  as  it  might  have 
mifled  fome  of  the  fliips  of  his  own  and  other  divillons.     The 

*  See  adoiiral   Keppel's    letter    to  the    admir.lty,    J^iviiig  an  accciUit  of  the 
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A.  D.  men  were  on  deck  ail  night  in  every  fhip  of  the  fleet,  qujrter- 
177^' ed  at  their  guns,  ready  to  renew  the  aclion  in  the  morning, 
expeding  the  French  were  alfo  inclined  to  fight  -,  but  in  this 
they  found  themfelves  miftaken,  their  whole  fleet  being  out  of 
fight,  excepting  the  three  fnips  above  mentioned,  which  were 
alfo  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be  overtaken. 

Whether  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  this  engagement  was  owing 
to  any  mifconducH:  in  the  commander  in  chief,  to  a  mifunder- 
flanding  between  him  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  or  to  fome  other, 
caufe  *,  is  perhaps  not  e?Ty  to  determine  f :  but  whatever  rea- 
fons  may  be  afligned  for  this,  it  is  evident  that  a  fair  opportu- 
niry  was  loft.of  ftriking  a  blow  againfl:  the  maritime  power  of 
France,  which  might  have  been  decifive. 

The  commander  difcovering  in  the  morning  that  the  French 
had  efcaped,  that  many  fliips  of  his  own  fleet  had  fufFered 
greatly  in  their  raafts  and  rigging,  and  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  profpeci  of  overtaking  the  enemy  before  they  could  reach 
Brefc,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  bring  the  fleet  home  to  be 
repaired.     He  arrived  ofF  Plymouth  on  the  31ft  of  July. 

Admiral  Keppel  put  to  fea  again  with  the  fame  number  of 
fliips  and  commanders,  on  the  2 2d  of  Augufi:.  The  French 
had  left  Brefl  fome  days  before,  but  inftead  of  looking  out  for 
the  Britifli  fleet,  they  bore  away  for  Cape  Finifterre,  leaving 
their  trade  at  the  mercy  of  our  fleet  and  privateers.  Many  of 
their  merchantmen  accordingly  fell  into  the  hanos  of  the  Eng- 
liil).  The  Britifli  admiral  continued  cruizing  in  the  bay  till 
the  28th  of  06lober,  when  he  returned  to  Portfmouth,  and 
the  French  got  to  Breft  a  few  days  after. 

The  commiflloners  appointed  to  fettle  matters  amicably  with 
the  Americans  had  fo  little  efle<n:  in  flifpending  the  military  or 
naval  operations  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  that  it  was  not  neceflary 
to  interrupt  the  thread  of  our  narration  by  giving  an  account  of 
their  proceedings.     But  as  the  propofals  v.'hich  they  were  em- 

'  Some  expcriercrd  ftamer.,  attribute  the  mifcarri?ge  on  the  x-jth  of  July,  to 
the  Dritilh  fleet  keeping  the  old  way  of  fighting,  by  firing  dileily  at  the  hulls  of 
the  enemy;  whereas  \i  (Iiey  hid  fired  at  the  rig^ng  and  malls,  fome  of  tliem 
miift-have  been  much  ccipnled,  which  would  liave  forced  the  French  adtttiral, 
either  to  iiave  fubrnutcd  to  a  general  engaoemeiit,  or  to  have  abandoned  the  lame 
fliips. 

■    A  '1;  jrt  account  of  adir.IraJ  Kcppei's  trial  is  fu'^j  jiuej. 
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powered  to  make,  altered  intirely  the  object  of  the  wnr,  it  is  A.  D. 
lieceiTary  to  explain  the  purport  of  their  commiffion,  the  means  i??^* 
uled  for  giving  it  effect,  and  the  fentiments  with  which  it  was 
received.  They  failed  the  21(1  of  April  in  his  majefty's  fhip 
the  Trident,  and  their  arrival  in  America  was  notified  the  9th 
of  June,  in  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  general  Wafl:- 
ington,  intimating,  that  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  William  Eden,  and 
George  Johnftone,  three  of  the  commiflioners  for  reftoring  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  were  then  at  Philadelphia, 
and  requeuing  a  paflport  for  their  fecretary  Dr.  Fergufon,  witli 
a  letter  from  them  to  Congrefs.  General  Walhington  declined 
granting  this  requeft  until  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  fhould  be 
known  j  but  while  that  airembly  were  deliberating  on  the  expe- 
diency of  the  meafure  referred  to  them,  an  exprefs  arrived  from, 
the  general,  carrying  a  letter  from  the  commiiFioners  addreiTed 
to  his  excellency  Henry  Laurens  the  prefident,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Congrefs.  This  letter,  after  much  debate,  v.-as  read. 
It  contained  the  powers  with  which  the  commiffioners  were 
furnifhed  to  fufpend  hoftilities,  to  remove  grievances,  and  to 
grant  the  requefts  which  the  colonies  had  frequently  made  on 
the  fubje£l  of  atSls  of  parliament  pafTed  fince  the  year  1763,  and 
Xo  fettle  a  plan  of  policy  for  the  future  government  of  America, 
which  fhould  obtain  force,  when  ratified  by  the  parliament  ot 
Great  Britain;  the  whole  drain  of  the  letter  is  highly  refpectfui. 
The  commiflioners  declare,  it  is  their  inclination  "  to  eftablifii 
«'  the  powers  of  the  legiflatures  in  each  particular  flate  of  Amc- 
"  rica,  to  fettle  its  revenue,  its  civil  and  military  eftablifhment, 
<*  and  to  allow  it  the  exercife  of  a  perfect  freedom  of  legifl;i- 
*<  tion  and  internal  government."  They  alfo  declare  themfelvcs 
ready  "  to  concur  in  meafures  towards  extending  every  freedom 
<'  to  trade  that  the  refpe6live  interefls  of  Great  Britain  anti 
"  America  can  require  •,  to  agree  that  no  military  force  fhall  be 
"  kept  up  in  the  different  ftates  of  North  America  without  the 
"  confent  of  the  General  Congrefs,  or  particular  ailemblies  -, 
"  and  to  concur  in  meafures  calculated  to  difcharge  the  debts 
"  of  America,  and  raife  the  value  and  credit  of  the  paper  cir- 
■  culation."   To  thefe  advantageous  and  condefcending  propo- 

■'■■'"  •  '  f^]s 
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A.D.  fals  the  Congrefs  anfwered  in  terms  of  great  haughtinefs.    The 
*77^*  commiffioners  proceeded  on  a  fuppollrior!,  that  the  Americans 
were  fubje£\s  of  Great   Britain,   an   idea   utterly   inadminible. 
The    commifTioncrs    mentioned    the    infuiious    interpofition   of 
France,  an  expreffion  fo  difrefpe£lful  to  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jerty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  the  United  States,  that  nothing 
but  an  earned  defire  to  fpare  the  farther  efFulion  of  blood  could 
have  perfuaded  Congrefs  to  allow  the  reading  of  a  paper  drawa 
up  with  fuch  bold  indecency  of  language.     They  obferve,  how- 
ever, that  *'  they  will  be  contented  to  enter  upon  a  conlidera- 
««  tion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain, 
*'  not  inconfiilent   with   treaties   already   fublifLing,   when   his 
"  Britannic  majedy  fliall  demonftrate  a  fincere  difpofition  for 
*'  that  purpofe.    The  only  folid  proof  of  this  difpofition  will  be 
*<  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  thefe 
*'  dates,  or  the  withdrawing  of  his  fleets  and  armies."     Such 
were  the  fruits  of  a  negociation,  propofed  with  much  triumph 
by  miniders,  and  accepted  with  great  unanimity  by  parliament. 
By  the  fame  fatal  miftonducl,  or  the  fume  unexampled  misfor- 
tune, which  had  marked  every  dep  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Britifli  adminidration  with  regard  to  the  colonies,  the  army  had 
orders  to  evacuate  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
commiffioners.    At  the  moment  that  we  held  out  terms  of  peace, 
we  difcovered  our  inability   to  continue   the  war  with  effedl. 
Such  a  remarkable  coincidence  naturally  damped  the  hopes  of 
our  negociators  as  well  as  of  all  thofe  who  were  dill  attached 
to  the  intereds  of  the  mother  country.     The  Englifh  general 
had  expected  to  receive  a  powerful  reinforcement  of  troops ; 
he  received  commifTioners  who  had  powers  to  negociate  away 
the  principal  objects  for  which  he  fought.     The  commiflioners 
expc£led  to  add  weight  and   perfuafion  to  their  propofals  by 
being  feconded  by  the  active  operations  of  the  army.     They 
were  obliged  to  retire  wirh  that  army,  which  now  abandoned 
its  conqueds,  and,  Indead  of  afpiring  at  advantage,  difcovered 
great  merit  in  being  able  to  make  a  retreat  without  fudaining 
any  irreparable  lofs. 

Thus  it  happened  by  a  fatality  unkno\yn  in  any  other  age  or 
cpuntry,  ihAt  the  propofuh  cf  the  comix.iir: oners  damped  the 
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fplrits  and  checked  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  while  the  conduft  A.  D. 
of  the  troops,  however  neccflary  and  proper  in  itfelf,  weakened,  I'/J^* 
difgraced,  and  vilified  the  propofals  of  the  commKFioners.  After 
this  inaufpicious  beginning,  it  could  fcai-ccly  be  expe<ftcd  that 
any  future  meafurcs  (liould  be  attended  with  better  fuccefs.  The 
commiflioners,  however,  continued  in  America  four  months^ 
publifliing  proclamations  of  grace  and  pardon  to  thofe  who  de- 
fpifed  their  power  j  offering  friendfliip  and  union  to  thofe  who 
avowed  that  they  Avere  not  only  divided  from  us  for  ever,  but 
leagued  with  our  worft  enemies  ;  and  endeavouring  to  treat  with 
alTemblies,  or  corieipond  with  private  perfons,  all  which  en- 
deavours were  rejected  with  marks  of  ineffable  contempt.  At 
length,  after  being  expofed  to  fuch  indignities  as  we  do  net 
recolledl  that  the  minifters  of  any  independent  nation  ever  fub- 
jnitted  to  among  a  civilized  people,  and  after  condefcending  to 
fuch  degrading  language  of  their  conftituents,  as  was  never  held 
by  the  reprefentatives  of  any  kingdom  upon  earth*,  they  c'e- 
lermined  to  return  ho:ne  ;  previous  to  which  they  publiflied  a 
manifefto  dated  at  New  York  the  3d  of  October,  1778.  This 
contained  a  recapitulation  of  the  advantages  which  they  were 
empowered  to  confer,  with  an  appeal  from  the  refolutions  of 
the  Congrefs  to  the  inhabitants  at  large,  and  a  denunciation  of 
a  more  dcfirudtive  war  than  had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  fince, 
if  the  Britifh  colonies  were  to  become  an  acccffion  to  France, 
prudence  would  didl:ate  to  Great  Britain  the  ncceffity  of  render- 
ing  that  acccffion  of  as  little  avail  as  poffible  to  her  enemy. 
Soon  after  the  publication  of  this  paper,  which  was  not  more 
effectual  than  the  reft  of  their  proceedings,  they  fet  f.iil  for 
England. 

The  military  and  naval  operations,  it  has  been  obfcrved,  v/ere 
little  interrupted  by  this  extraordinary  negociation.  The  ad- 
vanced feafon  of  the  year,  however,  prevented  thofe  a^ive  and 
powerful  exertions  which  alone  could  produce  any  decifive  ef* 
fed  5  the  fpii'its  and  vigour  of  the  troops  and  feamen  feemcd 

*  As  an  eximple  taks  the  fnilywinc;  mcnr^raMc  words  of  one  of  the  corr.iTiir- 
fi.iners  in  a  ieiter  to  tiie  prciulciit  i>f  ihc  Congreis  :  "  If  you  Ihould  follow  the  cv- 
"  ample  of  Greai  Krkaii)  in  the  hour  of  her  infdence,  and  fend  us  back  withoi!«: 
♦'  a  hearing,  I  Ihould  hope  fiom  piiva!c  fi  i..-n(li1iip,  that  I  may  he  pcrrnittcd  la 
**  fee  the  coualrj,  and  iht  wwrthy  chariiclcis  Hsc  lus  exhibited, " 

gradually 
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A.  D.  gradually  to  languifli,  and  their  operations  naturally  degenera- 
177^'  ted  into  the  peti/e  guerre.  In  thofe  partial  hoftilities  the  king's 
troops  were  generally  fuccefsful.  They  deftroyed  feveral  maga- 
zines belonging  to  the  enemy;  laid  wade  the  poirefTions  of  fome 
of  the  moft  obftinate  of  the  rebels ;  and  demolifhed,  by  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Ihips,  fome  villages  which  were  built  for  the  re- 
ception of  prize  goods,  and  the  accommodation  of  the  failors 
belonging  to  the  American  privateers.  But  no  general  engage- 
ment took  place,  nor  was  any  thing  decifive  performed  by  the 
Englifli  or  French  fquadrons,  both  of  which  fuffered  greater  in- 
jury from  the  weather  than  from  the  allaults  of  the  enemy. 
The  furrender  of  Dominica  by  the  Englilh  was  in  fome  meafure 
compenfated  by  the  taking  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and 
Miquelon,  which  were  the  only  fettlements  the  French  pofTefled 
in  the  northern  parts  of  America.  Thus  every  thing  feemed  to 
tend  to  an  equality ;  and  we  had  the  mortification  to  mourrt 
over  our  lofs  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  without  any  profpe^t  of 
being  foon  able  to  repair  it.  "We  had  already  loft  two  fliips  of 
the  line,  thirteen  frigates,  and  feven  flocps  of  war  *.      The 

*  Lift  of  Englifh  men  of  war  taken  or  deftroyed  in  the  prefcnt  war. 
Ships.  guiij. 

Augufta,  64     burnt  in  the  Delaware  ; 

Somerfet,  64     lolt  on  the-  coaft  of  New  England  ; 

Repnlfe,  31     loft  off  Bermudas ; 

Orphfus,  1 

'"^^'  K     31  funk  or  burnt  at  Rhode  Ifland  ; 

Juno.  f 
Lark,   each  of  J 

Minerva,  31  taken  by  the  French  in  the  Weft  Indies  j 

Adleon,  i8  burnt  at  Sullivan's  Iflind  ; 

Fox,  18  taken  by  the  French  off  Breft.    This  fhip  had  before  been 
taken  by  the  Americans,  and  retaken  by  the  Flora: 

Lively,  2Q  taken  by  the  French  off  Bred; 

Cerberus,  i8  burnt  at  Rhode  Lland  ; 

Mermaid,  28  run  afhore  by  the  French  off  Cape  Henlopen  ; 

Aftive,  18  taken  by  the  French  in  the  Welt  Indies; 

Syvenj  s8  deftroyed  by  ti.e  Americans ; 

Drake,  18  taken  by  an  American  privateer  ; 

''.     ,'„  ^    >8     funk  or  burnt  at  Rhode  liland; 

King  s  Fimer,     j 

Pomona,  18     loft  in  the  Weft  Indies; 

Meiliri,  14     burnt  in  the  Delaware; 


Senegal,  14  > 

Thoi.der  bomb,  J  '"''^«"  ^*>'  '^«  ''^'"'^'  '^ R'^""  ^^^^^d. 
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merchant  fliips  taken  by  the  American  privateers,  were  near  a  A.  D. 
thoufand  in  number,  and  valued  at  nearly  two  millions  fteriing.  177^* 
We  had  not  taken  one  capital  ihip  from  the  French,  nor,  ex- 
cepting the  Pallas  and  Licorne  frigates,  any  man  of  war  wortk 
mentioning.  After  the  naval  force  of  the  Americans  feemed  to 
be  totally  deilroyed,  it  arofe  more  than  once  from  its  ruins,  and 
harafled  our  trade  as  much  as  before.  The  value  of  American 
captures,  however,  made  by  Englifli  veflels,  exceeded,  by  fe- 
veral  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  the  lofs  which  the  Britiih 
merchants  had  fuftained ;  and  when  we  take  into  the  account 
the  captures  from  the  French,  particularly  the  Modefte  and 
Carnatic  Indiamen,  each  of  which  was  worth  near  half  a  mil- 
lion, the  balance  will  appear  to  be  conliderably  in  favour  of 
Great  Britain.  But,  in  eltimating  national  advantages,  we  mufi: 
not  compenfate  the  lofs  of  Englifli  m.erchants  by  the  gains  of 
Englifli  feainen.  The  latter,  being  chiefly  rhe  profit  of  a  few 
individuals,  is  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  benefit  of 
the  great  body  of  merchants  and  manufacturers  ;  nor  lioes  it 
even  indemnify  the  public  for  the  damage  and  diminution 
which  the  navy  itfelf  has  fufiered  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  fea, 
and  fuflained  from  the  efforts  of  the  enemy. 

In  taking  a  general  retrofpeift  of  the  conduct:  of  the  war,  in 
as  far  as  the  navy  is  concerned,  it  appears  tliat  the  commanders 
in  chief,  as  well  as  the  captains  of  particular  veffcls,  have  for 
the  moll  part  acSfed  with  their  ufiial  bravery  and  wifdom. 
Whatever  afperfions  may  be  thrown  on  thofe  who  fiiperimended 
the  management  of  our  marine,  no  diflionour  has  been  fixed  on 
the  Britiih  flag,  nor  has  the  ancient  glory  of  our  fcamen  been 
tarniflied.  Hitherto,  indeed,  their  fpiritcd  ardour  and  intrepi- 
dity have  not  produced  the  effc<5fs  that  ufually  reililt  from  them. 
But  we  are  not  to  account  for  this,  by  fuppofing  any  diminu- 
tion of  thofe  eminent  qualities  for  which  they  have  been  long 
difiinguiflied.  The  inaufpicious  and  fatal  influence  which  pre- 
vails in  a  high  department  has  continued  to  give  us  one  proof 
after  another,  tiiat  no  people  can  be  great  without  being  vir- 
tuous. The  iniquities  of  the  minlilers  have  been  vifitcd  oa 
the  nation 

.^ijdqit'ul  Jfl'irant  rcges,  plecluntur  Ach'ivu 
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A.  D.  But  that  very  circumflance  which  has  hitherto  occafionetl  our 
1  7/^"  perplexity  and  diftrefs,  the  unhappy  fuperintendence  of  our  na- 
val affairs,  is  what  ought  at  prefent  to  afford  us  juft  grounds  of 
confolation.    If  our  boundlefs  fupplies  and  powerful  armaments 
had  been  managed  and  direifted  by  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of 
minifi:ers,  and  if,  notwithftanding  this  moft  favourable  circum- 
flance, the  exertion  of  our  forces  by  fea  and  land  had  been  un- 
able to  maintain  with  honour  the  caufe  in  which  we  were  enga- 
ged, we  fliould  have  jufi:  reafon  to  defpair;  becaufe  it  is  plain, 
that  in  fuch  a  cafe  we  could  not  expert,  by  any  alteration  of 
management,  to  defeat  the  malignant  purpofes  of  our  natural  and 
inveterate  enemies.    But  if  our  fleets  and  armies  were  condem- 
ned to  reluctant  inactivity  at  the  beginning  of  the  war;  if  while 
we  had  the  Americans  only  to  contend  with,  we  took  no  refo- 
lutions  becoming  the  dignity  of  a  great  nation  ;  if  while  our 
enemies  prepared  for  hoftility,  by  augmenting  their  troops  and 
equipping  their  fquadrons,  our  own  were  allowed  to  rot,  lan- 
guilh,  and  moulder  away  in  a  ftate  the  moft  deplorable  ;  if  after 
the  meffage  delivered  by  the  French  ambaffador,  which  was  in 
effe£l  a  declaration  of  war,  had  rouzed  the  fpirit  of  the  nation, 
our  miniftcrs  flill  remained  profoundly  funk  in  lethargic  fecu- 
rity,  totally  incapable  of  thofe  vigorous  meafures  which  their 
fituatlon  required,  and  in  every  inftance  behind-hand  with  our 
enemies ;  what  could  we  poffibly  expefl  from  fuch  a  conduift 
but  misfortune,  difgrace,  and  complicated  calamity  ?  A  French 
fleet  was  equipped  at  Breft,  and  another  at  Toulon.  The  defti- 
nation  of  the  latter  appeared  plainly  to  every  body,  not  con- 
cerned in  adminiftration,  to  be  for  America.     But  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  remained  in  doubtful  fufpenfe.    He  knew  not 
what  part  of  the  empire  might  be  attacked.  He  continued  mo- 
tionlefs  himfelf,  and  received  patiently  the  hoftile  affault  ;  like 
an  unfkilful  boxer,  intending  to  cover  the  part  on  which  he 
had  already  received  a  blow,  and  then  fhifting  his  hand  to  ano- 
ther part  juft  wounded,  but  poffefling  neither  fpirit  nor  addrefs 
fufficient  to  ward  off  the  impending  ftroke.     Even  after  D'E- 
ftaing's  fquadron  had  failed,  the  account  of  which  we  obtained 
by  the  vigilance  of  a  foreign  refident,  without  any  thanks  to  the 
court  of  admiralty,  the  important  pafs  of  the  Mediterranean 

was 
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was  left  unguarded.  It  was  ftill  pretended,  that  the  deAination  A.  D. 
of  this  fleet  was  uncertain  :  their  faihng  in  an  American  di-  1778. 
re£lion  might  be  a  feint ;  if  a  fquadron  fhould  be  detached 
from  our  fleet  in  purfuit  of  them,  they  might  perhaps  return, 
and  forma  junction  with  D'Orvilhers,  which  would  give  him  a 
decifive  advantage  OTcr  admiral  Keppel.  Then  the  difgrace  of 
the  nation  burft  forth  with  irrefiflible  evidence.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  boafted  declarations  that  our  fleet  was  fuperior  to  the 
united  power  of  France  and  Spain,  it  happened  that  the  fleet 
of  France  alone  commanded  more  than  our  refpeft.  The  im- 
nienfe  funis  voted  for  the  navy  fupplies,  for  thefe  three  years 
paft,  could  not  furnifli  us  with  fliips  to  follow  D'Eftaing  with- 
out  leaving  our  own  coaft  defencclcfs. 

The  confequence  of  this  was,  that  while  we  employed  feve- 
ral  months  in  gleaning  the  old  (tores,  that  had  lain  for  years 
rotting  in  the  different  dock-yards,  fplicing  and  knotting  cord^ 
age  that  had  long  been  condemned  as  unferviceable,  and  patch- 
ing up  mafts  and  yards  from  the  remnants  of  a  fleet  once  the 
terror  of  the  world,  D'Eftaing  rode  the  waves  in  triumph,  car- 
rying protection  and  independence  to  America.  If  the  fortune 
of  lord  Howe  had  not  been  equal  to  his  activity,  his  fatigued 
vefl^cls,  confiderable  part  of  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  fer- 
vice  in  which  they  were  engaged,  lay  difperfed  over  tlie  wide- 
extended  coaft  of  North  America,  mufl  have  been  attacked  in 
detail,  nnd  defeated  by  piece-meal.  The  admiral  himfelf,  with 
the  main  force  of  his  fquadron,  narrowly  efcaped  deftrucliou 
in  the  Delawjire  ;  for,  had  the  French  fleet  arrived  a  few  days 
fooner,  he  would  have  been  furprized  in  that  river  with  two 
fhips  of  64  guns,  one  of  50,  two  of  40,  and  a  (cw  frigates, 
encumbered  with  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  viduallers,  and  private 
traders,  laden  for  the  mod  part  with  the  refugees  from  Phila- 
delphia, who  feized  this  lafi:  opportutiity  of  tranfporting  their 
families  and  the  wreck  of  their  fortunes. 

Thus  was  the  main  force  of  Great  Britain  on  that  fide  of  the 
Atlantic  left  to  be  the  fport  of  contingencies.  It  was  faved  by 
fomething  that  nearly  refembles  a  miracle.  Lord  Howe  refift- 
ed  until  Byron's  fleet,  which  had  long  been  kept  waving  in  the 
harbovir  of  Portfmouth,  to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of  the 
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A.  D.  populace,  at  length  arrived  in  America.  But  this  fquadroti 
^77^*  had  been  equipped  in  fuch  a  manner  as  rendered  it  fitter  for  a 
naval  review  than  for  any  effective  fervice.  It  was  unable  to 
weather  a  fummer  dorm,  and  approached  the  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, having  more  need  of  protection  than  ability  to  yieki  affifl:- 
unce.  Among  thefe  and  all  the  other  muhiplied  errors  which 
dif^raced  every  part  of  our  naval  adminiftration,  we  find  the 
great  fource  of  our  prefent  calamities.  But  if  we  make  a 
thorough  reformation  in  this  important  department,  we  fliall 
ibon  fee  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  defpair,  until  the  whole 
mafs  of  citizens  become  as  corrupt  as  thole  men  who  have 
brought  difgrace  and  calamity  upon  their  country. 

Before  concluding  this  chapter,  we  have  thought  proper  to 
wait  for  the  judgment  of  the  court-martial  concerning  the  con- 
duct of  admiral  Keppel  in  the  action  of  the  27th  of  July. 
Though  the  period  of  this  decifion  extends  beyond  the  limits 
niligncd  to  the  prefent  work,  yet  as  it  tends  to  clear  up  an  im- 
portant tranfaction,  the  principal  circumftances  of  which  have 
been  already  related,  we  have  thought  it  eflential  to  the  naval 
liiftory  of  the  year  1778.  Soon  after  the  action,  the  periodical 
publications  were  filled,  as  ufual,  with  encomiums  or  iatires  on 
the  admiral,  according  to  the  various  opinions,  inclinations,  or 
humours  of  the  diflerent  writers,  who  chofo  to  celebrate  or  to 
arraign  his  character  and  conduct.  As  the  adm.iral  had  little 
perfonal  connection  with  the  king's  minirters,  and  belonged  td 
a  family  which  had  been  diftmguifhed  by  peculiar  marks  of 
friendlhip  from  the  late  duke  of  Cumberland  whom  they  fol- 
lowed in  oppofition,  it  was  evident  that  he  owed  the  high 
command  conferred  on  him  to  his  profefllonal  abilities  alone, 
without  the  fmalleft  affiltance  from  court  favour.  T hofe  who 
approved  all  the  meafures  of  adminiftration  were  naturally, 
therefore,  the  loudeft  in  condemning  his  behaviour,  while  the 
;iiitimiiiillerial  party  not  only  jullified  his  proceedings,  but  held 
him  forth  as  an  object  del'erving  the  warmeft  gratitude  and  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Various  anonymous  paragraphs 
were  publifhed  and  aniwered.  The  panegyric  of  Sir  Hugh 
j^allifer,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  occafioned  a  criticifm  on 
his  conduct  5  it  was  faid  that  he  Jilbbcyed  orders  by  neglecting 
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to  pay  any  attention  to  the  admiral's  fignals,  and  thereby  pre-  A.  D. 
vented  the  deftrudion  of  the  whole  French  fleet.  Thele  in-  ^/yS. 
vedlives  and  recriminations  might  have  pafTcd  on  both  fides 
without  any  material  conlequence,  and  the  propriety  of  ad- 
miral Keppel's  behaviour  being  blended  with  the  prejudices  of 
party,  would  probably  have  remained  a  matter  of  doubt,  until 
the  paffions  ot  contending  facSlions  fubfiding,  had  left  time  lor 
liltening  to  the  impartiality  of  fome  future  hiftorian.  But  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  took  a  decifive  ftep  on  the 4th  of  November;  and 
by  giving  his  name  to  the  public  in  a  letter  written  for  his  own 
jultification,  conveyed  an  indirect  infinuation  againd  his  com- 
mander. In  the  beginning  of  December  thefe  imputations  were 
re-echoed  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  called  up  the  admi- 
ral to  vindicate  his  profcffional  character.  "  If  he  was  to  go  over 
<«  the  bufinefs  of  the  27th  of  July  again,  he  would  conduct  him- 
*'  felf  in  the  fame  manner.  Every  thing  that  could  be  done  had 
*<  been  done;  and  he  was  happy  to  fay,  the  Britilli  flag  had  not 
f  been  tarniGied  in  his  hands.  He  felt  himfelf  peifectly  eafy 
f  on  that  head,  and  fliould  never  be  alhamed  of  his  condu<St  on 
<'  the  day  alluded  to.  The  oldeft  and  moft  experienced  officers 
*'  in  his  majefty's  navy,  in  every  engagement,  faw  fomething 
«'  which  they  were  before  unacquainted  with  ;  and  that  day 
^'  prefented  fomething  new.  He  impeached  no  man  of  neglcdt 
"  of  duty,  becaufe  he  was  fatistied  that  the  ofucer  alluded  to 
<'  had  manifefted  no  want  of  courage,  the  quality  mofl:  eflcntial 
"  in  a  Britilh  Teaman."  He  faid  "  he  was  much  furprized  when 
*«  an  officer  under  his  command,  had  made  an  appeal  to  the 
*;«  public  in  a  common  newfpaper,  figned  with  his  name,  before 
*'  any  accufaiion  had  been  made  againft  him,  and  which  tended 
*^  to  render  him  odious  and  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  his  coun- 
V  trymeji."  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  declared  *'  he  was  {o  confcious 
*'  of  not  having  been  any  hindrance  to  a  re-a£tion  with  the  Brell 
*'  fleet  on  the  27th  of  July,  that  he  was  equally  indifferent  with 
»'  the  honourable  admiral  how  foon  an  inquiry  were  fet  on  foot. 
»«  He  had  difcovered  from  what  the  admiral  had  jufl  faid,  that 
*'  the  principal  matter  which  weighed  againft  him  in  the  admi- 
"  ral's  mind  was  the  publication  in  the  nevvfpapcrs,  which  he 
>'  had  finned  with  his  name,  apd  by  which  he  would  abide.    If 
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A.  D.  <t  It  was  imprudent,  if  it  was  wrong,  the  confequence  was  to 
1778.  «  himfelF.  To  fay  any  thing  againll  a  friend  was  to  a  man  of. 
«*  fenfibility  the  mod  difagreeable  thing  in  nature;  but  where  an 
*'  officer's  reputation  was  at  flake,  the  removing  an  unjuft  flig- 
•'  ma  was  certainly  the  firft  obje£l.  If  there  was  any  reafon  of 
•«  accufation,  why  not  make  it  openly  and  fairly  ?  If  not,  why 
*<  infinuate  that  he  had  been  wanting  in  point  of  condutSt,  though 
*<  a  teflimony  was  given  in  favour  of  his  courage  ?  This,"  hefaid, 
**  was  a  language  extremely  different  from  that  of  the  admiral's 
<*  difpatch  containing  an  account  of  the  adlion,  in  which  he  in- 
*<  formed  the  admiralty-board  of  the  fpirited  and  gallant  condudl 
*'  of  all  the  officers  under  his  command."  Admiral  Keppel  ac- 
knowledged "  he  had  given  that  approbation,  and  was  ready  to 
♦*  repeat  it,  and  point  the  teftimony  particularly  as  well  as  gene- 
**  rally.  The  vice-admiral  had  alluded  to  fignals,  and  faid  that 
**  it  was  no  fault  of  his  that  the  fleet  of  France  was  not  re-at- 
**  tacked.  As  to  that  he  could  only  fay,  tl^at  he  prefumed  every 
**  inferior  officer  was  to  obey  the  fignals  of  his  commander;  and 
**  now  when  called  upon  to  fpeak  out,  he  would  inform  the 
"  houfe  and  the  public,  that  the  fign?.l  for  coming  into  the  Vic- 
♦♦  tory's  wake  was  ikying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till 
*'  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed  :  at  the  fame  time  he  did  not 
*<  charge  the  vice-admiral  with  aflual  difobedience.  He  doubt- 
*»  ed  not  but,  if  an  inquiry  (hould  be  thought  neceflary,  that 
«<  he  would  be  able  to  juiUfy  himfelf,  becaufe  he  was  fully  per- 
«'  fuaded  of  his  perfonal  bravery." 

In  confequence  of  this  altercation,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  drew 
up  the  following  charge  againft  admiral  Ktppel,  which  he  ex- 
hibited at  the  board  of  admiralty  on  the  yth  of  December. 

Charge  0/"  Misconduct  and  Neglect  o/'Duty 
agawjl  the  Honourable  Admiral  KEPPEL,  on  the 
2'jth  and  2S ih  of  Juljy  1778,  in  divers  pijiances  as  under 
mentioned, 

•'  I.  That  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  1778,  having 
*<  a  fleet  of  thirty  fliips  of  the  line  under  his  command,  and  being 
M  ijicn  in  the  prefencc  pf  a  French  fleet  of  the  like  number  of 
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«  flilps  of  the  line,  the  faid  admiral  did  not  make  the  neceftary  A  D. 
«'  preparations  for  light,  did  not  put  his  fleet  into  a  line  of  bat-  '  7;  ^» 
"  tie,  or  Into  any  order  proper  either  for  receiving  or  attacking 
"  an  enemy  of  fuch  force;  but,  on  the  contrary,  although  his 
*'  fleet  was  already  difperfed  and  in  diforder,  he,  by  making  the 
*'  fignal  for  feveral  Hiips  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  divifion 
«'  to  chace  to  windward,  increafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of 
"  his  fleet,  and  the  fliips  were  in  confequence  more  fcattered 
«*  than  they  had  been  before;  and,  whillt  in  this  diforder,  he 
«  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and  made  the  fignal  for  battle. 
*«  That  the  above  conduct  was  the  more  unaccountable,  as  the 
**  enemy's  fleet  was  not  then  in  diforder,  nor  beaten,  nor  flying, 
»<  but  formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle  on  that  tack  which  ap- 
"  proached  the  Britifli  fleet,  all  their  motions  plainly  indicating 
«'  a  defign  to  give  battle,  and  they  edged  down  and  attacked  it 
<•  whilft  in  diforder.  By  this  unoflicer-like  condu£l,  a  general 
**  engagement  was  not  brought  on,  but  the  other  flag-officers 
*•  and  captains  were  left  to  engage  without  order  or  regularity, 
'«  from  which  great  confufion  enfued  :  fome  of  his  fliips  were 
*'  prevented  from  getting  into  action  at  all;  others  were  not 
*'  near  enough  to  the  enemy  ;  and  fome,  from  the  confufion, 
"  fired  into  others  of  the  king's  fliips,  and  did  them  confider- 
**  able  damage  :  and  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  left  alone 
**  to  engage  fingle  and  unfupported.  In  thefe  inflances  the 
**  faid  adn:iiral  Keppel  negligently  performed  the  duty  impofed 
**  on  him. 

"  II.  That  after  the  van  and  centre  divifions  of  the  Britifli 
"  fleet  pafl^ed  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did  not  imme- 
*♦  diately  tack  and  double  upon  the  enemy  with  thefe  two  divi- 
*'  fions,  and  continue  the  battle,  nor  did  he  collect  them  toge- 
'*  ther  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  renew 
*'  the  battle  as  foon  as  it  might  be  proper  :  on  the  contrary,  he 
*^  flood  away  beyond  the  enemy  to  a  great  diflance  before  he 
"  wore  to  ftand  towards  them  again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral 
**  of  the  blue  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  expofed  to  be  cut 
"  off. 

*<  III.  That  after  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  had  pafl"ed  the 
*'  lafl  of  the  enemy's  fliipp,  and  immediately  wore,  and  laid  his 
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A.  D.  "  own  fliip's  head  towards  the  enemy  again,  being  then  \n  their 
177S.  (I  wake  and  at  a  little  diftance  only,  and  expetling  the  admiral 
"  to  advance  with  all  the  fliips  to  renew  the  fighi,  the  admiral 
*•  did  not  advance  for  that  purpofe,  but  iliortened  fail,  hauled 
*'  down  the  fignal  for  battle  ;  nor  did  he  at  that  time,  nor  at 
<*  any  other  time  whilft  flantling  towards  the  enemy,  call  the 
**  fliips  together  in  order  to  renew  the  attack,  as  he  might  have 
**  done,  particularly  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  and  his  divifion, 
**  which  had  received  the  leafl:  damage,  had  been  the  longeft 
"  out  of  action,  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it,  were  then  to 
<«  windward,  and  could  have  bore  down  and  fetched  any  part 
**  of  the  French  fieet,  if  the  fignal  for  battle  had  not  been  haul- 
*<  ed  dov/n,  or  if  the  faid  admiral  Keppel  had  availed  himfelf  of 
"  the  fignal  appointed  by  the  31ft  article  of  the  fighting  inftruc- 
*'  tions,  by  which  he  might  have  ordered  thofe  to  lead,  who  are 
**  to  lead  v^ith  the  ftarboard  tacks  on  board,  by  a  wind  ;  which 
*'  fignal  was  applicable  to  the  occafion  for  renewing  the  engage- 
"  ment  with  advantage^  after  the  French  fleet  had  been  beaten, 
"  tlieir  line  broken,  and  in  diforder.  In  thefe  inftances  he  did 
*^  not  do  the  utmoll  in  his  power  to  take,  fink,  burn,  or  dcfiroy 
"  the  French  fleet  that  had  attacked  the  Bririlh  fleet. 

*'  IV.  That  inflead  of  advancing  to  renew  the  engagement, 
*'  as  in  the  preceding  articles  is  alledged,  and  as  he  might  and 
*'  ought  to  have  done,  the  admiral  wore,  and  made  fail  directly 
*«  from  the  enemy,  and  thus  he  led  the  whole  Britifli  fleet  away 
*'  from  them,  which  gave  tiiem  an  opportunity  to  rally  unmo- 
**  leftcd,  and  to  form  again  into  a  line  of  battle,  and  to  fland 
"  after  the  Britifli  fieeti  This  was  difgraceful  to  the  Britifli  flag; 
*'  for  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave  the  French 
*'  admiral  a  pretence  to  claim  the  vi£lory,  and  to  publifli  to  the 
*<  world,  that  the  Britifli  fleet  ran  away,  and  that  he  purfued 
*'  it  with  the  fleet  of  France,  and  oficred  it  battle. 

"  V.  That  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July,  177S,  when 
"  it  was  perceived  that  only  three  of  the  French  fleet  remained 
<•'  near  the  Britifli  in  the  fituation  the  whole  had  been  in  the 
*'  night  before,  and  that  the  refl  were  to  leeward  at  a  greater 
"  dirtance,  not  in  a  line  of  battle  but  in  a  heap,  the  admiral  did 
"  not  caufc  the  floret  to  purfue  the  flying  enemy,  not  even  to 
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<*  chace  the  three  fhips  that  fled  after  the  reft,  but  on  the  con-  A.  D. 
«<  trary  he  led  the  Britifli  fleet   another  way  diretlly  from   the  ^11^- 
«*  enemy.     By  thefe  inftances  of  mifconduft  and  negleiSl  a  glo- 
"  rious  opportunity  was  loft  of  doing  a  moft  eflential  ferviceto 
«*  the  fl;ate,  and  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  navy  was  tarnifhed. 

H.  Palliser." 

This   charge  was  fent  to  the  admiralty  on  the  afternoon  of          ■ 
the  9th  of  December,  and  intimation  thereof  was  given  by  that 
board  to  admiral  Keppel  the  fame  evening. 

When  the  contents  of  the  accufation  were  laid  before  the 
public,  the  opinions  of  men,  warped  by  a  thoufand  prejudices, 
and  fhaded  by  all  the  different  gradations  of  knowledge  and  ig- 
norance, were  infinitely  various,  inconfiffent,  oppoHte,  and  con- 
tradictory. Thofe  who  only  knev?  that  we  had  neither  taken 
nor  deftroyed  any  of  the  French  fhips  in  the  late  engagement, 
a  circumftance  which  they  could  not  hefitate  in  afcribing  to  the 
mifcondurt  of  our  commanders,  underftood,  or  fancied  theyun- 
derflood,  the  charges  alledged  againft  the  admiral.  They  wiihed 
that  the  man  who  had  tarniflied  the  antient  luftre  of  the  Britilli 
flag  might  be  brought  to  condign  punifhnient;  for  never  any 
crifis  was  more  alarming  than  the  prefent,  or  more  loudly  de- 
manded every  exertion  of  difcipline  and  feverity,  that  fo  thofe 
who,  flieltered  under  great  examples,  negligently  or  ignorantly 
performed  the  fervice  required  of  them,  might  be  rouzfd  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty  or  infufSciency,  and  either  acquire  fuch  ta- 
lents as  were  beneficial  to  the  public,  or  decline  the  weight  of  a 
command  too  heavy  for  their  abilities. 

This  torrent  of  popular  cenfure,  which  on  another  occaficn 
would  have  burft  forth  with  irrefiftible  fury,  was  efiecfually 
checked  by  two  circumftances,  extremely  honourable  to  the  ad- 
miral. His  candid,  open,  liberal  behaviour  had  endeared  him 
to  the  great  body  of  Bi  itifh  feamen,  who  loved  his  manners,  and 
refpefted  his  courage.  He  was  known  to  have  little  connedlion 
with  the  prefent  miniftry,  and  efpecially  to  be  no  favourite  with 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  This  was  fufTicient  to  occafion 
a  fufpicion  that  the  minifters  in  general  heartily  concurred  in 
the  accufation,  partly  to  divert  the  public  from  melancholy  re- 
flexions on  our  prefent  deplorable  condition,  and  partly  to  fliare 
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A.  D.  with  others  the  blame  which  mufi:  otherwile  have  lain  entirely 
^778*  on  their  own  (houlders.  It  was  known  that  aimoft  every  officer 
intrufted  with  a  principal  command  had  fallen  under  tlieir  dif- 
pleafure  ;  and  although  errors,  doubtlefs,  muilhave  been  com- 
mitted by  our  commanders  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  yet  a  re- 
peated feries  of  calamity  could  only  be  occafioned  by  an  error 
at  head-quarters,  a  defe£l  of  preparation,  a  want  of  vigour, 
Ikill,  or  integrity  in  thofe  who  fitted  out,  planned,  and  directed 
our  naval  and  military  expeditions. 

The  caufe  and  reputation  of  admiral  Keppel  were  ftill  fur- 
ther fupported  by  a  memorial  prefented  to  his  majefty  the  30th 
of  December,  and  figued  by  the  firfl  names  in  the  Britifh  navy. 
This  paper,  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  petition,  contained,  in 
elegant  and  nervous  language,  a  fevere  remonflrance  againft  the 
conduct  not  only  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliicr,  but  of  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty.  The  fubfcribing  admirals  reprefented  to  the  wifdom 
and  JLiflice  of  his  majefty,  that  Sir  Hugh  Palhfer  had  withheld 
the  accijfatioPi  againft  his  commander  in  chief,  from  the  twen- 
ry-fcventh  day  of  July  to  the  ninth  of  December;  that  the  a- 
vowed  motive  of  the  accufation  was  to  recriminate  againfl 
charges  corije«Slured  by  Sir  Hugh  Palliler,  but  which  in  fp.St 
were  never  made;  that  the  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty  with- 
out confidering  thefe  circumftances,  or  giving  any  previous  no- 
tice to  the  party  accufed,  had,  on  the  fame  day  on'  which  the 
charge  was  preferred,  intimated  their  intention  that  a  court- 
martial  fliould  he  held  on  him,  after  forty  years  of  meritorious 
fervice,  in  which  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  flag  had  been  main- 
tained and  increafed  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  confe- 
fjuenccs  of  fuch  meafures  are  reprefented  as  dangerous  to  the 
honour  of  his  majefty's  ofhcers,  fubverfive  of  the  difcipline  of 
the  navy,  and  deftrudtive  to  the  public  order  of  fociety  *. 

This  memorial  occafioned  no  alteration  in  the  meafures 
adopted  by  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  who  ifTued  their  orders 
to  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the  white  fquadron  of  his  nia- 
iefty's  fleet,  to  hold  a  court-martial  at  Portfmouth,  the  7th  of 
January,  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Keppel.     The  court  accord- 

»   See  Appendix,  >:«.  XVlll 
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iftgly  \)?as  aflcmbled,  on  the  day  appointed,  with  the  ufual  for-  A.  D. 
malities,  and  continued,  by  feveral  adjournments,  till  the  i  ith  ^79* 
of  February.  In  the  courfe  of  the  evidence  brought  by  the 
profecutor,  no  one  fa6l  was  proved  that  could  give  the  fmnileft 
fupport  to  a  fingle  article  in  the  charge.  Admiral  Keppel,  be- 
fore bringing  forward  his  witnefTes,  made  a  particular  reply  to 
the  various  accufations  of  his  adverfary  j  and  in  this  reply  fome 
circumftances  are  incidentally  mentioned,  which  place  theadmi- 
niftration  of  the  marine  department  in  the  fame  light  in  which 
it  muft  already  have  appeared  to  everv  one  who  confiders  with 
attention  the  naval  hiftory  of  the  prefent  period.  In  the  month 
of  March  1778,  the  admiral  was  told  that  a  fleet  lay  ready  for 
him  to  command.  Having  reached  Portfmouth,  he  faw  but  fix 
fliips  ready,  and  **  on  viewing  even  thofe  with  a  feaman's  eye, 
"  he  was  not  by  any  means  pleafed  with  their  condition."  On 
the  3Cth  of  June  he  failed  with  twenty  fhips  of  the  line.  Thir- 
ty-two fhips  of  the  line  lay  in  Brefl:  water,  befides  an  incredible 
number  of  frigates.  "  Was  I  to  feek  an  engagement,"  fays  the 
admiral,  "  with  a  fuperior  force  ?  I  never  did,  nor  fliall  I  ever 
*'*  fear  to  engage  A  force  fuperior  to  the  one  I  then  command- 
«'  ed,  or  that  I  may  hereafter  command.  But  I  well  know 
<•  what  men  and  fliips  can  do,  and  if  the  fleet  I  commanded 
«'  had  been  deftroyed,  we  muft  have  left  the  French  mafters  of 
«'  the  fea.  To  refit  a  fleet  requires  time.  From  the  lituatiou 
«  of  affairs,  naval  ftores  are  not  very  foon  fupplied.  Never 
*'  did  I  experience  fo  deep  a  melancholy  as  when  I  found  my-  . 
«'  felf  forced  to  turn  my  back  on  France  !  I  quitted  my  fta- 
**  tion,  and  courage  was  never  put  to  fo  fevere  a  trial." 

The  admiral  was  permitted  to  fail  a  fecond  time,  without  re- 
ceiving official  praife  or  blame  for  the  part  which  he  had  ztied. 
Having  taken  two  French  frigates,  he  was  fearful  that  a  war 
with  France,  and  all  its  coKfcquences.  might  be  laid  to  his 
charge.  "  This,"  he  fays,  «  for  any  thing  I  can  tell,  may  bs 
*«  treafured  up  to  furnidi  another  matter  for  future  accufation." 
He  was  furprifed,  on  his  return,  to  be  threatened  with  the  fate 
of  admiral  Byng,  and  ftill  more  furprifed  to  he  charged  with 
cowardice.  "  I  am  exceedingly  forry  that  the  admiralty  have 
«'  refufed  me  the  liberty  of  producing  my  indiuCtions.     In  all 
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A.  D. "  former  courts-martial  the  inftruiSlions  and  orders  have  beea 
i  779'  '*  ^^"t  with  the  charge  to  the  members  of  the  court.  Although 
*<  on  the  27th  of  July  I  fought  and  beat  my  enemy,  and  com- 
*'  pelied  him  to  take  flielter  by  returning  into  port,  yet  the  ef- 
*'  fort  did  by  no  means  anfwer  my  wiflics.  I  rufhed  on  to  re-> 
*<  attack  the  enemy  -,  and  why  I  did  not  accomplifh  my  de- 
*<  fign  will  be  feen  in  the  evidence  which  I  iliall  produce." 

When  the  admiral's  witnefl'es  were  examined,  it  appeared, 
that  if  he  had  waited  for  forming  the  line  of  battle,  and  had  not 
immediately  taken  advantage  of  a  change  of  wind  to  clofe  with 
the  enemy,  there  could  have  been  no  engagement  on  the  27th 
of  July.  Ic  vvas  proved,  that,  having  palTcd  the  French  fleet, 
he  wore  fliip  in  order  to  renew  the  engagement  as  foon  as  it 
was  proper  •,  as  he  could  not  have  done  it  fooner,  had  the  flate 
of  his  own  fhip  admitted  of  it,  without  throwing  the  fliips 
aftern  into  the  greattfl  confufion.  The  Englifh  fleet  at  no  time 
exhibited  any  figns  of  flying  from  the  enemy;  when  the  French 
after  the  engagement  edged  away,  and  made  for  fome  of  our 
difabled  fliips,  it  was  neccfi^iry  to  wear  again,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent thofe  Ihips  from  falling  into  their  hands.  The  three  French 
fhips  which  were  feen  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth  of  July, 
could  not  have  been  purfued  with  the  fmalleft  profpeft  of  fuc- 
cefs  *.  Thofe  faffs,  which  entirely  deftroyed  the  charge  againft 
admiral  Keppel,  were  eftablifhed  by  the  witnefTes  on  both 
fides.  The  evidence  brought  by  the  admiral,  and  particularly 
theteftimony  of  admiral  Campbell,  Sir  John  Lindfay,  and  cap- 
tain Jarvis,  proved,  that  the  reafon  why  the  Britifh  fleet  did 
not  re- attack  the  French,  was  the  difobedience  of  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  who  difregardcd  the  admi- 
ral's fignal  for  forming  the  line,  which  continued  flying  from 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  the  evening.  The  court, 
having  heard  the  profecutor's  evidence,  and  the  prifoner's  de- 
fence, unanimoufly  proceeded  to  give  fentence  on  the  iith  of 
February  in  the  following  terms  :  <*  That  it  is  their  opinion  the 
"  charge  againlt  admiral  Keppel  is  malicious  and  ill-found- 
*'  ed,  it    havng  appeared,  that  the  faid  admiral,  fo   far  from 

•  See  admirsl  K'ppei^  defence  at  large  In  the  Appendix,  N^.  XIX. 

"  havin? 


OF     King     GEORGE    III.  44  j 

«  having  by  mifcondu^l  and  negle£l  of  duty,  on  rhe  days  there-  A.  D, 
«  in  alluded  to,  loft  an  opportunity  of  rendering  eflential  fer-  177^* 
<«  vice  to  the  (late,  and  thereby  tarniflied  the  honour  of  the 
"  Britilli  navy,  behaved  as  became  a  judicious,  brave,  and  ex- 
«  perienced  officer,"     The  prefident   then  delivered  him  his 
fword,  congratulating  him  on  its  being  reftored  with  fo  much  - 
honour,  and  hoping  ere  long  he  would  be  called  forth  by  his 
fovereign  to  draw  it  again  in  the  fcrvice  of  his  country*. 

Thus  ended  this  celebrated  trial,  from  which  the  public  were 
led  to  form  a  very  different  opinion  of  the  adtion  of  the  aytli 
of  July,  from  that  which  naturally  prefented  itfelf  on  reading 
the  admiral's  public  letter  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  marine 
department.  This  letter,  though  it  contained  nothing  dire(5lly 
in  oppofition  to  truth,  (unlels  the  general  panegyric  befi:owed  on 
the  fpirited  condu£l  of  Sir  Robert  Harland>  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
and  the  captains  of  the  fleet,  be  fuppofed  to  imply  an  acquitt?.! 
of  every  individual  from  the  crime  of  difobedience),  yet,  by 
concealing  part  of  the  truth,  tended  to  miflead  the  judgment 
of  the  public,  and  to  give  them  both  an  inadequate  and  erro- 
neous idea  of  the  attion.  It  feemed  from  the  letter  f,  that  the 
admiral  could  have  attacked  the  French  fleet  a  fecond  time  that 
afternoon  while  they  were  forming  the  line  of  battle  ;  but  it 
appeared  from  the  evidence,  that  this  could  not  have  been  done, 
nor  the  engagement  renewed  at  any  time  that  day,  without 
giving  an  evident  advantage  to  the  enemy,  as  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
ier's  not  coming  into  the  admiral's  wake  agreeably  to  fignal, 
left  the  Britilb  fleet  throughout  the  whole  afternoon  greatly  in- 
ferior to  that  of  France, 

When  the  voice  of  party  fpirit  fhall  be  heard  no  more,  the  im- 
partial voice  of  hiftory  will  allc  admiral  Keppel,  why  he  did  not 
make  the  particular  iignal  for  each  Ihip  in  t'ae  blue  divifion  fe- 
parately  to  come  into  his  wake,  when  he  law  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
refuflng  to  obey  his  figrial?  By  this   means  the    engagement 

•  A  few  days  after  admiral  Kepcel's  arquirta!  both  houfes  of  parliament 
agreed  ura^  imoufly  in  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  gall<nx  behivicur  on  the  Z7th  of  Ju- 
ly. That  of  the  1  rds  was  fer.t  by  the  lord  chancellor,  and  that  of  the  commons 
delivered  to  the  admiral  in  his  place  by  th;  fpeal-.-cr.  The  city  of  London  and  Well 
^.dia  n  erchants  foll.>wed  this  examp'e. 

t  See  Apfer.d!x,N°,  XX. 
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A.  D.  might  have  been  renewed,  though  the  Formidable  had  contfi 
1779-  nued  in  difobedience.  However  delicate  a  point  it  might  be  to 
criminate  an  officer  who  had  behaved  bravely,  yet  it  will  be  al- 
lowed, that  every  degree  of  delicacy  ought  to  have  given  place 
to  the  duty  Mr.  Keppel  owed  his  country.  The  letter  written 
after  the  adlion,  inferted  in  the  London  Gazette,  will  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  warning  to  future  commanders,  not  to  beftow  praife  if 
they  think  cenfure  is  due.  But  if,  on  the  one  hand,  admiral 
Keppel  was  blameable  in  fome  particulars,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
feems  to  have  been  culpable  on  the  other.  If  the  Formidable 
was  lb  much  crippled  as  was  reprefented,  why  did  not  the  vice- 
admiral  fhift  his  flag  on  board  fome  other  ihip  of  his  divifion  ? 
Tl'.is,  it  might  have  been  expected,  would  have  naturally  oc* 
curred  to  (o  brave  a  man  as  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  It  is  to  be  ho- 
ped, hov/ever,  that  when  this  officer  is  brought  to  a  trial  *,  he 
■will  be  able  to  explain  his  conduct ;  and  that  his  not  doing  what 
he  was  ordered  to  do  will  appear  to  have  arifen  from  fome  un- 
known circumftances,  inferring  at  moft  an  eri;or  in  judgment, 
■without  any  malignant  purpofe  againft  hrs  commander,  or  in- 
tention of  tarnifhing  the  naval  honour  of  this  kingdomf. 

*  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  a!  out  a  fortnight  sfter  the  trial,  refigacd  his  employments 
of  lifUtenar.t^geneial  of  the  marines,  one  of  the  Icrds  of  the  admiralty,  and  go' 
pernor  of  Scatborough-caftle  ;  he  jifi»  vacated  his  tea:  in  parliament,  and  retajtis 
nothirgtuc  his  rank  as  vice  adndiral  of  the  blue.  Sir  Hugh  was  tried  by  a  court, 
martial  in  April  1779>  ^Y  ''•'dcrs  from  t!  e  board  of  aomiralty,  and  acqijitted.— 
NvXi  year  be  was,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Chaiics  HarJy,  promoted  to  the  government 
ctGret'nwich  Hofpiia  . 

f  The  rednftion  of  the  French  i/iand  of  St,  Lucia  in  the  Weft  Indies  took  place 
in  the  month  of  Decern Der,  1778;  no  advice  was  received  in  EngLnd  ot  this  event 
till  March  fo'lowirjg,  which  was  too  late  for  its  being  inferted  in  this  work.  This 
omifijon  13  now  fupplied  ia  the  Appendix,  {N°.  XXII.)  by  an  account  of  that  im- 
■por  ant  even'-,  as  tranfmitted  to  the  admiralty  by  the  honourable  rear- admiral  Bar- 
rnston,  who.  bad  the  honour  of  eum-'nanding  l^'-S  ir.r^jefly's  HTips  on  that  expedition. 
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Sailing  a«i/  Fighting  Instructions  given  to  the  Fleet 
on  their  failing  from  Jamaica^  by  Edivard  Vernon,  Efq;  Vice- 
admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  ell  his  Ala- 
jefifsfhips  and  veffels  in  the  Wejl  Indies. 

LINE     OF    I3ATTLE. 

^^~J^'il'E  Princefs  Amelia  to  lead  with  the  (larboard,  and  the 
-■•  Suffolk  with  the  larboard  tacks  on  board.  But  if  I 
fliall  find  it  neceilary,  from  the  different  motions  of  the  enemy, 
to  change  our  order  of  battle,  to  have  thofe,  who  are  now  ap- 
pointed to  lead  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  to  continue  to  lead  the, 
fleet  on  the  larboard  tack  on  our  going  about ;  or  thofe  now  to 
lead  on  the  larboard  tack,  on  the  contrary  to  do  the  fame,  as 
the  exigency  of  the  fervice  may  require :  I  will,  with  my  fignal 
for  tacking,  hoift  a  Dutch  jack  on  the  flag-flafF,  under  the 
Union-flag,  the  ufual  fignal  for  tacking,  when  they  are  to  con- 
tinue to  leadthe  fleet  on  their  refpedlive  tacks  accordingly. 

Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  5/>  C  H  A  L  o  N  E  R  O  G  L  E . 


Fri^ 

mtes. 

Ships  of  the  Li 

'fie. 

Commanders. 

Guns. 

Princefs  Amelia, 

Capt 

.  Hemington, 

80 

Experiment. 

Wind  for. 

Berkley, 

60 

Sheernefs 

. 

■  York, 

Coates, 

60 

Vefuvius, 

fire-fliip. 

Norfolk, 

Graves, 

80 

Terrible, 

bomb. 

Rufrel,(the  admiral,) 

Norris, 

So 

Phaeton. 

Shrewfbury, 

Townfend, 

So 

Goodly. 

Rippon, 

Jollcy, 

60 

Litchfield, 

Cleveland, 

50 

Jerfey, 

liawrence, 

60 

Tilbury, 

Long, 

60 

Vu-^^ 
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Vtce-Adnnral  of  the  Blucy  Vernon. 


Frigates. 
Squirrel. 
Shoreham. 
Eleanor. 
Seahorfe. 
Strombolo. 
Succefs. 
Vulcan. 
Cumberland. 
Aldcrney  Bomb. 
Pompey. 
JBrig  Tender. 


Ships  of  the  Line.       Comtnanders.  Guns* 
Orford,                 Capt.  L  Aug.  Fitzroy,      70 

Princefs  Louifa,             Stapleton,  60 

Augufta,                          Dennifon,  60 

Worcefter,                      Perry  Mayne,  60 

Chichefter,                '    Robt.  Trevor,  80 

Pr.  Caroline,  (admiral),  Watfon,  80 

Torbay,                            Gafcoigne,  80 

Strafford,                       Thos.  Trevor,  60 

Weymouth,                   Knowles,  60 

Deptford,                      Moftyn,  60 

Burford,                         Griffin,  70 


Commodore  LestockV  Divifton. 

Defiance,  Jn°.  Trevor,  60 

Dunkirk,  Cooper,  60 

Aflrea.  Lyon,  Cotterel,  60 

Wolf  Sloop.  Prince  Frederick,  L.  A.  Beauclerc,      70 

jEtna.     '  Boyne,  (commodore),  Colby,  80 

Firebrand.  Hampton  Court,  Dent,  70 

"Virgin  Queen.  Falmouth,  Douglas,  50 

Montague,  Chambers,  60 

Suffolk,  Davcrs,  70 

Signals. 

When  the  admiral  would  fpeak  with  the  captain  of  any  fiiip 
under-mentioned,  he  will  raife  a  pendant,  as  againft  the  fliip's 
name,  and  of  the  colour  fet  above  it ;  if  a  lieutenant,  the  fame 
lignal  with  a  weft  of  the  enfign  j  and  if  a  boat  without  an  offi- 
cer, the  weft  will  be  hoifted  but  half-ftafF  up. 

Memorandum  :  When  I  would  have  any  of  the  fire-{liips, 
bombs,  or  tenders,  taken  in  tow,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  make 
the  fignal  for  the  (hip  that  is  to  tow,  and  for  the  fhip  that  is  to 
be  towed,  I  will  hoift  up  a  flag,  blue  and  white,  at  the  flag-ftaff 
of  the  main  top-maft  head. 

Red. 
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Red.  While.  Blue.  Yello-u). 

Boyoe  Prts.  Amelia  Chiciiefter         Teriiiole  Main     ")  _ 

Norfolk  Suffolk  Shrewsbury       Eieanor         •  Fore        (Top*'"aJt 

Worcerter         Lyon  Dtfiancc  ^tna  Mizen    5      ""^^ 

Tilbury  Squirrel  Toibay  Firebrand  Slarh.  "IMain  topftiil 

Windfor  Prfs.  Loiiifa  Fjlmouth  VeAiviiis  Latb.  J    yard  ar»i. 

Burford  Pr.  Frederick  Strafford  Phaeton  ,S'tiirl>.  ">  Fore  Hp/aii 

Montague  Otfurd  Wtymomh        Stmmbolo  Lisrt.  J     yard  arm. 

Shcreham  Aiieufta  Prfi.  Carofine  Siicceis  iitarb.  "^  Mizen  topfull 

Hampt"  Court  Dunkirk  Jerfty  Vulcan  Lurb.  J    yard  arm, 

Litchfield  Ludl.  Caftle  D.pifbrd  Cumberland  Starb.  ")  Main  yard- 

Experiment       Rippon  York  Akleriiey  Larb.   j    arm. 

Sea  Horle  Sheernefs  Ruflcl  Brig.  Tender  Starb.  \  Fore  yard- 

A  Urea  Wolf  Virgin  Queen  Larb.  j    arm. 

Pomp<y  Siarb.  1  Crofs  jari 

Goodly  Larb.   j    yard  arm. 

When  the  (hips  are  in  line  of  battle,  the  frigates,  fire-diips^ 
bombs  and  tenders  are  to  keep  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ene- 
my. When  I  make  the  fignal,  in  line  of  battle,  for  the  van  of 
the  fleet  to  tack  firfl:,  in  order  to  gain  the  windward  of  the  ene- 
my then  each  fhip  is  to  tack,  in  the  headmolt  Ihip's  wake,  for 
lofing  no  ground.  For  all  other  lignals  they  are  referred  to  the 
general  printed  failing  and  fighting  inftrudlions,  and  Inch  other 
additional  inftruclions  as  you  receive  from  me. 

Yebno;^. 


Vol.  IV,  ^  I«  No.  IL 


45Q 


APPENDIX. 


No:  ir. 


No.    II.     (P.  37.) 

SHIPS  in  COMMISSION  in  the  year  1741. 

First  Rates,  100  guns. 
Hoyal  George,  Captain  Allen. 

Royal  Sovereign,-  Faulkener. 

Vidlory, 


Duke, 

St.  George, 
jMarlborough, 
Neptune, 
Sandwich, 


Falkland. 

Second  Rates,  go  guns. 

Commodore  Brownv 
Captain  Dilkes. 

Clinton. 

Whorwood. 

Mead. 


Third  Rates,  Zo  guns. 
Princefs  Amelia,  Captain  Hemmington. 


Boyne, 

Princefs  Caroline, 

Chicliefter, 

Cumberland, 

Lancafter, 

Norfolk, 

RufTel, 

Shrewfbury,- 

Somerfet, 

Torbay, 


Burford, 

Buckingham, 

Prince  Frederick, 

Grafton, 

Elizabeth, 

Eflex, 

Hampton  Court^ 

Ipfwich, 

Kent, 


Leftock, 

Griffin. 

Trevor, 

Steuart. 

Coyfey, 

Graves. 

Norris. 

Tovvnfend. 

Barnefley. 

Gafcoigne. 

70  guns. 

Captain  Watfon. 
Young. 

Lord  A.  Beauclerc. 
Rycault. 
Durele. 
Robinfon. 
Dent. 
Martin. 
Mitchel. 

Lenbar^ 
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Lenox, 

NafTau, 

Prince  of  Orange, 

Norwich., 

Orford, 

SufFolk, 

■Fourth 
Augufia, 
Centurion, 
Dragon, 
Deptford, 
Dunkirk, 
Jerfey, 
Kingfton, 
Princefs  Louifaj 
Lion, 
Montagiie, 
Pembroke, 
Plymouth, 
Rupert, 
Kippon, 
Stunderland, 
Strafford, 
Superb, 
Tilbury, 
"Windfor, 
Warwick, 
Worcefter, 
York, 


Afliftance, 

St.  Albans, 

Argyle, 

Briftol, 

Chatham, 

Colchefter, 

Ch^fter, 


Commodore  Mayne 
Captain  Medley. 

O  (borne. 

Herbert. 

Lord  Augudus  Fkzroy, 

Da  vies. 

Rates,  6o  guns. 
Captain  Dennifon. 
Anfon. 
Barnard, 
Moftyn, 
Cooper. 
J>aurence. 
Ttichard  Norrls, 
Stapleton. 
-CottereJ. 
-Chambers. 
Lee. 

Sir  R.  Butler. 
Ambrofe. 
■Jolly. 
Byng. 
Trevor, 
Hervey. 
Jjong. 
Berkeley. 
Toller. 
P.  Mayne.. 
Cotes. 

50  guns. 

Captain  Cieland, 

Vincerjt. 

Lingen. 

Younff. 

Strange. 

Sir  W.  Hewit. 

Slaughter. 
3  L  2  Falkland, 
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Falkland, 

Oil  ph  ant. 

Palmouth, 

Douglas. 

Gloucefter, 

Michel. 

Guernfey, 

John  Forbes, 

Litchfield, 

Knowles. 

Newcaftle,. 

Fox. 

Orford, 

RufTel. 

Portland, 

Hawes. 

Panther, 

Cotes. 

Pvuby, 

Frogmore. 

Ronnney, 

Smith. 

Roche  fter. 

Allen. 

Salifburys 

P.  Ofborne. 

Severn, 

I-egge. 

Tiger, 

Forbes. 

"Winchefter, 

Lloyd. 

Fifth 

Rates,  40  guns. 

Anglefea, 

Captain  Reddi/li, 

Dover, 

Burrifl^. 

Eltham, 

Smith. 

Hedor, 

Sir  Y.  Peyton. 

Lark, 

Lord  G.  Graham, 

Liverpool, 

Lord  BanfE. 

Mary  Galley, 

John  Durell. 

Pearl, 

Kidd. 

Roebuck, 

Crawford. 

.South-Sea  Caflle, 

Cuzack. 

Torrington, 

Knight;. 

Sixth 

Rates,  20  guns. 

Alborougfi, 

Captain  Pocock. 

Blandford, 

Burrifh. 

Biddeford, 

Lord  Forrefter. 

Bridgewater, 

Pet. 

Deal-Caflle, 

Weft. 

Durfley  Galley, 

T.  Smith. 

Dolphin, 

l^olbcurne. 

Experimentji 
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Experiment, 

Pventon, 

Flamborough, 

Pearce. 

Fox, 

Mafters. 

Gibraltar, 

W.  Purvis. 

Greyhound, 

Balchen. 

Gariand, 

Watfon. 

Kennington, 

Peyton. 

LoweftafTe, 

Drummond. 

Lyme, 

Lord  Mt.  Bertie, 

Lively, 

Swayfland. 

Phoenix, 

Fanlhawe. 

Portmahon, 

Pawlet. 

Rofe, 

Frankland. 

Rye, 

Lufliington. 

Seahorfe, 

Limeburner. 

Shoreham, 

Bofcawen. 

Squirrel, 

Warren. 

Sheernefs, 

R.  Maynard. 

Succefs, 

Thompfon. 

Scarborough, 

Lifle. 

Tartar  Pink, 

Townfliend. 

Winchelfca, 

Wager, 

Chepe. 

Royal  Caroline, 

Sir  Charles  Hardy. 

Fire-fhips,                      i6 

Store-fliips,                   3 

J5omb  {loops,                   6 

Yachts,                         6 

Sloops,                           15 

Smacks  and  Tenders,  4 1 
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No.  III.     (p.  48.) 

British  Fleet  ///  the  Mediterranean^  in  the yar  1743. 


VAN.     Rear-admiral  R 

ow 

LEY. 

Frigaiesy 

^c. 

Ships  of  the  LiMc. 

Co 

mmanders. 

Gvns: 

Stirling  Caftle, 

c. 

ip'  Cooper, 

70 

Warwick, 

V./ef>, 

60 

Oxford. 

NalTau, 

Lloyd, 

70 

Feverfham. 

Cambridge, 

Drummond,     80 

Winchelfea. 

Barfieur  (admiral), 

De  Langle, 

,       90 

Princefs  Caroline, 

OfboAie, 

80 

Berwick, 

Hawke, 

7<5 

Chichefter, 

Dilkes, 

80 

Kingflon, 

Lovct, 

60 

C  E  N  T  E  R.     Admiral  IMa  T  H  E  w  s. 

Dragon, 

G 

ip'  Watfon, 

60 

Bedford, 

Townfend, 

70 

Guernfey. 

PrinceiTa, 

Pit, 

74 

Chatham. 

Norfolk, 

Forbes, 

80 

S;-ilifbury. 

Namure  (admiral,) 

Ruffel, 

90 

Durfley  Gal 

ley. 

Marlborough, 

Cornwall, 

90 

Ana  GuUey 

. 

Dorfetliure, 

Burrilh, 

80 

ElTex, 

Norris, 

70 

Rupert, 

Ambrofe, 

60 

' 

Royal  Oak, 

Williams, 

70 

REAR.      Vice-adrniral  L  E  s  T  0  c  E . 

Dunkirk, 

c. 

ip'  Purvis, 

60 

Somerfet, 

Slaughter, 

83 

Nonfuch. 

Torbay, 

Gafcoigne, 

70 

Romney. 

Neptune  (admiral)j 

1 

Stepney, 

90 

Diamond. 

PvufTel, 

Long, 

89 

Mercury  fire-niip. 

Buckingham, 

Tow  ley. 

70 

Boyne, 

Frogmore, 

80 

Elifabeth, 

Lingen, 

70 

Revenge, 

Berkeley, 

70 

No.  m. 
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ASS 


Fngateu 


L'Attalante. 
Ja^  Flore, 


COMBINED    FLEET. 

VAN.     French. 

Commodore  Gabaret. 

,  Ships  of  the  Line.      Commanders.  Guns. 

Le  Diamant,  Monf.  de  Maffie,       50 


Le  Touloufe, 

Le  Serieux, 

L'Eole, 

L'Efperance,  (cotnm''*), 

Le  St.  Efprit, 

Le  Boree, 

L*Aguilon, 

CENTER.     French. 
Admiral  DE   CouRT. 


d'Aftrour,  60 

de  Chylus,  64 

de  Gravier,  64 

Gab.aret,  74 

de  Piofin,  74 

de  Marquife,  64 
de  Vandreuil,  50 


Le  Tigre, 

Monf.  de  Saurin, 

S6 

Le  Trident, 

de  Caylus, 

64 

Le  Due  d'Orleans, 

d'Orvey, 

74 

Le  Zephire. 

Le  Terrible,  (adm'),        de  Court, 

74 

Le  Volga. 

Le  Ferme, 

de  Sergue, 

74 

Le  So'ide, 

dc  Chateauneuf,  64 

Le  Leopard, 

de  Galifet, 

64 

I/Alcion, 

de  Lauee, 

56 

REAR.     Spanish. 

Admiral  N  A  v  A  R  R  0 . 

Le  Superbe, 

Juaa  Valdez, 

60 

Ije  Podcr, 

Rodriguez, 

60 

Le  S.  Fernando, 

de  la  Viga, 

60 

Two  Frigates. 

Le  Conftant, 

de  Tortuga, 

70 

L'inibella, 

PeQathoui, 

70 

Le  R.  Infanta, 

Adm'  Navarro, 

114 

Le  Hv^rcule, 

Gofm.  d' Alvarez, 

70 

L'Ameriq.ue, 

Fran.  Patrouchi, 

70 

I^  Neptune, 

Hen.  Olivarcz, 

60 

L'Orient, 

Joach.  de  Villena, 

60 

Le  Brillant, 

BLufe  de  la  Barren 

I,  60 

Le  Retiro, 

Juan  Souriane, 

5+ 

No, 
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No.  IV.     (P.  77.) 

Admiral  Byng's  InJIruBions  from  the  Lords  of  the  Adin'iralt^i 

Whereas  the  King's  pleafure  has  been  flgnified  to  us  by 
Mr.  Fox,  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate, 
that,  upon  conflderation  of  the  leveral  advices  which  have  been 
received  relating  to  the  fuppofed  intention  of  the  French  to  at- 
tack the  ifland  of  Minorca,  a  fquadron  of  ten  fhips  of  the  line 
do  forthwith  fail  for  the  Mediterranean,  under  your  command  : 
and  whereas  we  have  appointed  the  (hips  named  in  the  margin 
for  this  fervice,  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  immedi* 
ately  to  put  to  fea  with  fuch  of  them  as  are  ready,  (leaving  or- 
ders for  the  reft  to  follow  you  as  foon  as  poflible),  and  proceed 
with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  Gibraltar.  Upon  your  arrival 
there,  you  are  to  inquire  whether  any  French  fquadron  Is  come 
through  the  Streights  ;  and  if  there  is,  to  inform  yourfelf,  as 
well  as  poITible,  ot  their  number  and  force,  and  if  any  of  them 
were  tranfports.  And  as  it  is  probable  they  may  be  deflined 
for  North  America,  and  as  his  majefty's  fliips,  named  in  the 
margin,  are  either  at,  or  going  to  Halifax,  and  are  to  cruize  off 
Louilbourg  and  the  mouth  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  you 
are  immediately  to  take  the  foldiers  out  of  fo  many  fhips  of 
your  fquadron,  as,  together  with  the  iLips  at,  and  going  to  Ha- 
lifax, will  make  a  force  fuperior  to  the  French  fquadron,  (re- 
placing them  with  landmen  or  ordinary  feamen  from  your  other 
ihlps),  and  then  detach  them  under  the  command  of  rear-admi- 
ral Weft,  diretling  him  to  make  the  befi:  of  his  way  ofFLouif- 
bourg;  and  taking  the  afore-meniioned  fliips,  which  he  may  ex- 
pect to  find  there,  under  his  command,  to  cruize  off  the  faid 
place,  and  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  and  ufc 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  intercept  and  feize  the  aforefaid  French 
ihlps,  or  any  other  Ihips  belonging  to  the  French,  that  may  be 
bound  to,  or  returning  from  that  part  of  North  America. 

If,  upon  ybur  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  you  iliall  not  gain  intelli- 
gence of  a  French  fquadron  having  paffed  the  Streights ;  you 
-are  then  to  go  on  without  a  moment'^  lofs  of  time  to  Minoixa  : 

or. 
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or,  if  in  confequence  of  fuch  intelligence  ycu  fhall  detach  rear- 
admiral  Weft,  as  before  dirctled,  you  are  to  ufe  equal  expedi- 
tion in  repairing  thither  with  thelhips  which  iliall  remain  with 
you  ;  and  if  you  find  any  attack  made  upon  tlrat  ifl;\nd  by  the 
French,  you  are  to  ufe  all  poffible  means  in  your  power  for  its 
relief.  If  you  find  no  fuch  attack,  made,  you  are  to  proceed  ofF 
Toulon,  and  flation  your  fquadron  in  the  beft  manner  you  (hall 
be  able  for  preventing  any  fhip's  getting  out  of  tliat  port ;  or  for 
intercepting  and  feizing  any  that  may  get  out  ;  and  you  are  to 
exert  the  utmoft  vigilance  therein,  and  in  protedling  Minorca 
and  Gibrakar  from  any  hoftilc  attempts. 

You  are  aifo  to  be  vigilant  for  protefling  the  trade  of  his  m.a- 
jefty's  fuhje£ls  from  being  molefted,  either  by  the  French  or  by 
cruizers  from  Morocco,  or  any  other  of  the  B.ubnry  ftates  ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  to  appoint  proper  convoys  and  cruizers. 

You  are  likevvife  to  be  as  attentive  as  poffible  to  the  intercep- 
ting and  feizing  as  well  (hips  of  war  and  privateers  as  merchant 
Ihips  belonging  to  the  French,  wherever  they  may  be  met  with, 
within  the  limits  of  your  command.  But,  in  purfuance  of  the 
King's  order  in  council,  you  are  not  to  fuffer  any  of  the  fhips 
of  your  fquadron  to  take  any  French  veffels  out  of  any  port  be- 
longing to  the  Ottoman  empire,  upon  any  pretence  ;  nor  to  mo- 
left,  detain,  or-imprifon,  the  perfons  of  any  of  tlie  fubjects  of 
the  Ottoman  empire  ;  and  alfo,  not  to  feize  and  detain  any 
French  ftiip.or  veiTel  whatfoever,  which  they  fhall  meet  with  in 
the  Levant  fcas,  bound  from- one  port  to  another  in  thofe  feas, 
or  to  or  from  any  ports  of  Egypt,  having  any  efFe£ls  of  Turks 
on  board. 

Upon  your  arrival  in  the  Mediterranean,  you  are  to  take  un- 
der your  command  his  majefty's  fliips  and  vefi'els  named  in  the 
marpin,  which  are  at  preient  there. 

If  any  French  ftiip  of  war  fliould  fail  from  Toulon  nnd  efcape 
your  fquadron,  and  proceed  out  of  the  I\li.ditcrranean,  you  are 
forthwith  to  fend,  or  repair  yourfelf  to  England  with  a  propor- 
tionable part'of  tlie  fliips  under  your  command  ;  obfervi.'ig  tluit 
you  are  never  to  keep  more  fhips  in  the  Mediterranean  tlian  fliall 
be  neceftliry  for  executing  the  iervice  recommended  to  you. 

To  enable  you  to  perform  the  above-mentionetl  fervices,  yoii 
are  to   take  care  to  keep  the  fiiips  and  vtiT.ls  under  yjur  com- 
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mand  in  conftant  good  condition,  and  to  have  them  cleaned  as 
often  as  fliall  be  requifite  for  that  purpofe. 
March  30,         (Signed)       Anfouy   VUliers^  Ro%vley,  Bofcaiveny 
lj^6.  Bate  many  Edge  comb  Cy  and  J.  Cleland, 
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State  of  the  Royal  Navy  of  Great  Britain  at  the  declaration  ofnuap 
againfl  France y  in  the  year  1 756. 

Fir  ft  rates  y  1 00  ^///;j.  Norfolk, 


Royal  Ann, 
Britannia, 
Royal  George, 
Royal  Sovereign, 
Royal  William. 


Ruffel, 


74  gmn, 
Culloden, 
Invincible, 
Monarque, 
Second  rates y  ^oguns.  Terrible, 


Blenheim, 

Duke, 

St.  George 

Narnur,. 

3?rince, 

Ramillies, 

Princefs  Royal, 

Union 


Tor  bay, 
FougueuXk 


70  guns. 
Bedford, 
Berwick, 
Buckingham, 
Burford, 
Captain, 
Third  rates,  80  ^v/w.Chichefter, 


Barfleur, 

Boyne, 

Princefs  Caroline, 

Cambridge, 

Cornwall, 

Prince  George, 

Marlborough, 

Neptune, 

Newark,! 


Dorfetfliire, 

Edinburgh, 

Elifabeth, 

Effex, 

Prince  Frederick, 

Grafton, 

Hampton-Court, 

Kent, 

Lenox, 


Monmouth, 

Nafl^u, 

Northumberland  j 

Royal  Oak, 

Ortord, 

PrincefTa, 

Revenge, 

Stirling  Cafllfe,. 

Suffolk, 

Somerfet, 

Vanguard, 

Yarmouth, 

Swift  fure, 

Magnanime. 

66  gum. 

Princefs  Amelia,- 

Cumberland, 

Devonfliire, 

Lancafter. 


64  guns. 


Ipfwlcb, 
Intrepid, 
Trident. 


Fourth 
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Fourth  rates ^  6o^««j-.  A (Ti fiance. 


St.  Alban's, 

Anfon, 

Augufta, 

Canterbury, 

Defiance, 

Dragon, 

Dreadnought, 

Dunkirk) 

Eagle, 

Exeter, 

Greenwich, 

Jerfey, 

Kingflon, 

Lion, 

Med  way, 

Princefs  Louifa, 

Princefs  Mary, 

Prince  of  Orange, 

Montague, 

Nottingham, 

Pembroke, 

Plymouth, 

Rupert« 

Rippon, 

Strafford, 

Sunderland, 

Superbe, 

Tilbury, 

Tiger, 

Vigilant, 

Windlor, 

Weymouth, 

Worcefter, 

York. 


Advice, 


50  guns. 


Antelope, 
Briftol, 
Centurion, 
Chatham, 
•Colchefter, 
Chefter, 
Deptford, 
Falkland, 
Falmouth, 
Gloucefter, 
-Guernfey, 
Hampfhire, 
Harwich, 
Ifis, 

Litchfield, 
Leopard, 
Newcaflle, 
Nonfuch^ 
Norwich, 
Oxford, 
Portland, 
Prefton, 
Panther, 
Ruby, 
Piochefter, 
Salifbury, 
Severn, 
Sutherland, 
Taviflock, 
Winchcfter. 

Fifth  rates,  44  guns. 
Adventure, 
America, 
Anglefea, 
Ambufcade, 
Chefterfield, 
3  M  2 


Crown, 

Diamond, 

Dover, 

Eltham, 

Prince  Edward, 

Expedition, 

Enterprize, 

Gofport, 

Glory, 

Prince  Henry, 

Humber, 

Haftings, 

Iletlor, 

Jafon, 

Kinfale, 

Launcefton, 

Ludlow  Caftle, 

Lark, 

Liverpool, 

Looe, 

Lynn, 

Mary  Galley, 

Pearl, 

Penzance, 

Pool, 

Rainbow, 

Roebuck, 

Romney, 

Saphire, 

South-Sea  Caftlej 

Thetis, 

Torrington, 

Woolwich. 

Sixth  rates y    24   and 

20  guns. 
Amazon, 
Alderney, 

AWborough, 
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Aldborough, 

•Sea-Horfei 

Jamaica, 

Arundel, 

Shoreham, 

King's  Fiflier, 

Bslloiia, 

Squirrel, 

Otter, 

Bid  di  ford. 

Seaford, 

I'eggy, 

Bofton, 

Sheernefs, 

Peregrine, 

Bridgewater, 

Syren, 

Porcupine, 

Bland ford, 

Sphinx, 

Ranger, 

Centaur, 

Surprize, 

Raven, 

Deal  Caflie, 

Succefs, 

Saltafli, 

Durfley  Galley, 

Scarborout'h, 

Savage, 

Dolphin, 

Solcbay, 

Scorpion^ 

Experiment, 

Tartar,  ' 

Shark, 

Fiambojough, 

Triton, 

Speedwell, 

Fowey, 

LTnicorn, 

Swallow, 

Fox, 

Winchelier, 

Swan, 

Gibraltar, 

Wager, 

Swift, 

Greyhound, 

Royal  Caroline^ 

Trials 

Garland, 

Viper, 

Glafgow, 

Bombs. 

Vulture, 

Grand  Turk, 

Fired  rake. 

Wafp, 

Hind, 

Furnace, 

"Weazle, 

Invernefs, 

Granado. 

Vv'olf. 

Kennington, 

Leoftoffe, 

Sloops. 

Yachts. 

Lively, 

Albany, 

Catherine, 

Lys, 

Badger, 

Charlotte, 

Lyme, 

Baltimore, 

Dorfet, 

Margate, 

Cruizer, 

Fubbs, 

Mercury, 

Diipatch, 

Mary, 

Mermr.id, 

Falcon, 

William  and  Mary, 

Nightingale, 

Ferret, 

Bolton, 

Phoenix, 

i'iy> 

Chatham, 

Port-Mah6n» 

Fortune, 

Drake, 

Queenborough, 

Grampu?, 

Portfmouth, 

Renown, 

llappy. 

Q^isenboroughj 

Ptanger,  ' 

Hazard, 

Ilofe, 

Hornet, 

A'fofeveral  fire-fliips, 

Rye, 

Hound, 

hoys,   l^c. 
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Btate  of  the  Navy  of  France  at  the  declaration  ofivar  agaufl  Great 
Britain^  in  the  year  1756. 


"terrier  de  Salve rfs 

Guns. 

GwA'J-. 

jquadron. 

Fler, 

SO 

Licorne, 

30 

Guns. 

Hipopotame, 

50 

Sauvape, 

30 

Lc  CourageuX) 

>  74 

Junon, 

46 

Concord, 

30 

|*rothee, 

64 

Rofe, 

30 

Aoiarante, 

12 

Amphion, 

50 

Pleide, 

26 

Aigle, 

50 

La  Gracieufe 

■,    24 

.-//  Bref  and  Rochfsrt. 

Fleur  de  Lys, 

30 

Nymphe, 

24 

Le  Formidable, 

80 

£meraude, 

28 

Topaze, 

24 

Eatreprenant, 

74 

Ccnfam^s  fqupdron. 

4t  Bref. 

Le  8olei!, 

80 

On  a  cruize. 

Le  Comet, 

30 

Bourgogne, 

8o' 

La  Thetis, 

24 

Amethyfte, 

SO 

Tonnant, 

80 

Mutine, 

24 

Blonde, 

30 

Superbc, 

74 

Pomone, 

24 

Brune, 

30 

Defenfeur, 

74 

Cumberland, 

24 

Zephyr, 

30 

Dauphin, 

74 

Galathe, 

24 

Hermione, 

16 

Juftc, 

70 

Heroine, 

24 

Vaieur, 

■26 

Hardi, 

66 

Anemone, 

12 

Fidele, 

-2.6 

Bienfaifant, 

64 

Friponne, 

26 

Inflexible, 

64 

At  Cape  Breton  and 

Eveille, 

64 

Alartinlco. 

GaliJJhniere'sf 

eet. 

Capricieux, 

64 

Le  Prudent, 

74 

Le  Foudroyantj 

,  80 

Arc-en-Ciel, 

50 

AquiJon, 

60 

Temeraire, 

74 

Diana, 

5<^ 

Attalante, 

34 

Couronne, 

74 

Palmier, 

74 

Redoubtable, 

74 

For  carrying 

troops 

Bizarre, 

<^4 

Guerrier, 

74 

to   America 

tender 

Opiniatre, 

64 

Content, 

64 

M.  Beajier, 

Aiflive, 

64 

Triton, 

64 

Le  Hero, 

74 

St.  Michel, 

64 

Sage, 

64 

Illuftre, 

64 

Alcion, 

54 

Lion, 

64 

Leopard, 

60 

ApoUon, 

50 

Orphee, 

64 

Sirene, 

30 

4^ 
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At  Tculon 

Guns. 

Guns. 

Guns. 

FloriiTant, 

74 

Celebre, 

64 

Le  Heaor, 

74 

Northumberland,  68 

Robufte, 

64 

Vaiilarit;^ 

64 

Dragon, 

74 

Solitaire, 

64 

Achiile, 

64 

Terrible, 

64 

Hercule, 

64 

In  different  docks. 

Aigrette, 

30 

Oriflamtr.e, 

50 

L'Ocean, 

80 

Vcflable, 

30 

Centatire, 

70 

Minerva, 

24 

Qarceninz. 

o 

Diademe, 

74 

Oifeau, 

24 

L'Intrepide, 

74 

ZoJiaque, 

74 

Protett-eur, 

74 

Conquerant, 

74 

Monature, 

74 

Fantaique, 

64 

IVlagnifique, 

74 

Souverain, 

74 

Modefte, 

<5s 

Sceptre, 

74 

Glorieux, 

74 

Defiance, 

30 

Algougeux, 

74 

Not  yet  namedj 

74 

Surprize, 

30 

Fioride, 

74 

Bclliqucux, 

64 

Warwick, 

S^ 

No.  VII.     (P.  1 01.) 

Secret  InJlruEl'wns  io  Sir  John  Mor daunt  in  the  year  1757* 

George,  P. 

ly?,  You  fiiall  immediately,  np©n  the  receipt  of  tliefe  in* 
flru£lions,  repair  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  where  we  have  appoint- 
ed fliips  to  convey  you,  and  the  forces  under  your  command, 
to  the  coaft  of  France  -,  and,  fo  foon  as  the  faid  forces  (hall 
be  embarked,  you  Ihall  accordingly  proceed,  without  lofs  of 
time,  under  convoy  of  a  fquadron  of  our  fliips  of  war,  to  be 
commanded  by  our  trufly  and  well-beloved  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
knight  of  the  Bath,  admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron  of  our  fleet ; 
Hvhom  we  have  appointed  comtnander  in  chrtf  of  our  fliips  to 
be  employed  in  this  expedition  ;  the  faid  admiral,  or  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  our  faid  (liips  for  the  time  being,  being  in- 
flrucled  to  co-operate  with  you,  and  be  aiding  and  aflifting  in 
all  fuch  enterprizes,  as,  by  thefe  our  inftrudlLons,  you  fliall  be 
directed  to  undertake  for  our  fervice. 

2d,  Whereas  we  have  determined,  with  the  blelTing  of  God, 
to  profecute  the  juft  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  againft  the 
French  king,  with  the  utmofi  vigour  j  and  it  being  highly  expe- 
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dient,  and  of  urgent  neceffity,  to  make  fome  expedition,  that 
may  caufe  a  diverfion,  and  engage  the  enemy  to  employ  in  their 
own  defence,  a  confiderable  part  of  their  forces,  deftined  to  in- 
vade and  opprefs  the  liberty  of  the  empire,  and  to  fubvert  the 
independency  of  Europe  ;  and  if  poffible  to  make  fomeefFe6lual' 
impreffion  on  the  enemy,  which,  by  difturbing  and  flir.king  the 
credit  of  their  public  loans,  impairing  the  ftrength  and  re- 
fources  of  their  navy,  as  well  as  difconcerting,  and  in  part  fru- 
ftrating  their  dangerous  and  extenfive  operations  of  war,  may 
refle<ft  luflre  on  our  arms,  and  add  life  and  ftrength  to  the  com- 
mon caufe  ;  and  whereas  we  are  perfuadcd,  that  nothing,  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affiiirs,  can  fo  fpeedily  and  effeiStually 
annoy  and  didrefs  France,  as  a  fuccefsful  enterprize  againlt 
Rochfort ;  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  attempt,  as  far 
ns  it  fliali  be  found  pra6licable,  a  defcent,  with  the  forces  under* 
your  command,  on  the  French  coaft,  at  or  near  Rochfort,  in 
order  to  attack,  if  pradlicable,  and  by  a  vigorous  imprefllon 
force  that  place  J  and  to  burn  and  deftroy,  to  rhe  utmoft  of 
your  power,  all  docks,  magazines,  arfenals,  and  (hipping,  that 
fliall  be  found  there,  and  exert  fuch  other  efforts,  as  you  fhall 
judge  mofi  proper  for  annoying  the  enemy. 

3^/,  After  the  attem.pt  on  Rochfort  ftial!  either  have  fucceed- 
cd  or  failed  ;  and  in  cafe  the  circumflances  of  our  forces  and 
fleet  fhall,  with  profpe^f  of  fucctls,  iliil  admit  of  further  opera- 
tions, you  are  next  to  confiJer  Port  L'Orient  and  Eourdeaux, 
as  the  moft  important  objetSls  of  our  arms,  on  the  coaft  cf 
France ;  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  proceed  fuc- 
ceffively  to  an  attempt  on  both,  or  either  of  thofe  places,  aa 
fliall  be  judged  praflicable  ;  or  on  any  other  place  that  ihall  be 
thought  moft  advifable,  from  Bourdcaux  homeward  to  Havre, 
in  order  to  carry  and  fpread,  wilh  as  much  rapidity  as  may  be> 
a  warm  alarm  along  the  maritim.e  provinces  of  France^ 

4/^,  In  cafe,  by  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  our  arms,  you 
fliall  make  yourfelf  maftcr  of  any  place  on  the  coaft  of 
France,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  not  keep  poftef- 
iion  thereof;  but  that,  after  demoliftiing  and  deftroying,  as  far 
as  may  be,  all  works,  defences,  magazines,  arfenals,  (hipping, 
and  nav:il  ftores,  you  do  proceed,  fueccflivel-y,  on  the  ulterioi* 
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part  of  this  expedition,  according  as  any  of  them  fhall  be  judged 
advifable,  and  may  be  performed  with  fuch  time  as  fhall  be 
confident  with  your  return  with  thevtroops  under  your  cora- 
iliand,  To  as  to  be  in  England  at,  or  about,  or  as  near  as  may 
be,  the  latter  end  of  September,  unlefs  the  circumftahces  of  our 
forces  and  fleet  fhall  necefTarily  require  their  return  fooner  ; 
and  you  are  to  land  the  troops  at  Portfmouthj  or  fuch  other  of 
Our  ports  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  may  fuggeft. 

^th,  Whereas  it  is  neceflary,  that,  upon  certain  bccafionsi 
you  {hould  have  the  afliftance  of  a  council  of  war,  we  have 
thought  fit  to  appoint  luch  a  council,  which  fli.ill  confift  of 
four  of  our  principal  land-officers,  and  of  an  equal  number  of 
our  principal  fea-commanders,  including  the  commanders  in 
chief  of  our  land  and  fea  forces,  (except  in  cafes  happening  at 
land,  relating  to  the  carrying  on  any  military  operations,  to 
be  performed  by  our  land  forces  only,  in  which  cafes  you 
may  call  a  council  of  war,  confiliing  of  fuch  officers  of  our  land 
forces  as  you  fhall  think  proper,)  and  all  fuch  land  and  fea  of- 
ficers, in  the  feveral  cafes  before  mentioned,  are  hereby  refpec- 
tively  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  aiding  and  affifting 
with  their  advice,  fo  often  as  they  fhall  be  called  together  by 
you,  or  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  fquadron,  for  that 
purpofe ;  and  in  all  fuch  councils  of  war,  when  affembledj  the 
majority  of  voices  fnall  determine  the  refolutions  thereof  ;  and, 
in  cafe  the  voices  fiiall  happen  to  be  equal,  the  prefident  Ihall 
have  il'ie  cafling  vote. 

6thf  And  whereas  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  will  very 
much  depend  upon  an  entire  good  underflanding  between  our 
land  and  fea  officers,  we  do  hereby  ftriflly  enjoin  and  require 
you,  on  your  part,  to  maintain  and  cultivate  fuch  good  under- 
ftanding  and  agreement  ;  and  to  ord^r  that  the  loldicrs  under 
your  command  fhould  man  the  fhips  when  there  fliall  be  ccca- 
fion  fbr  them,  and  when  they  can  be  fpared  from  the  land  fer- 
vice  ;  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  fquadron  is  inftrudled, 
on  his  part,  to  entertain  and  cultivate  the  fame  good  under- 
standing and  agreement;  and  to  order  the  failors  and  m.arines, 
and  alfo  the  foldiers  ferving  as  a  part  of  the  complements  of 
our  fhips,  to  affill  our  land  forces,  if  judgeii  expedient,  by  ta- 
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king  poft  on  fhore,  manning  batteries,  covering  the  boats,  fe- 
curing  the  fafe  re-embarlcation  of  the  troops,  and  fuch  other 
fervice  as  may  be  confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  our  fleet.  And 
in  order  to  eftablifla  the  ftridleft  union  that  may  be  between  you 
and  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  fliips,  you  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  communicate  thefe  inftrudions  to  him,  and  he  will 
be  direGed  to  communicate  thofe  he  ftall  receive  \o  you. 

7//^,  You  iliallj  from  time  to  time^  and  as  you  fl-kall  have  op- 
.portunity,  fend  conftant  accounts  of  your  proceedings  in  the 
execution  of  thefe_  our  infliruiflions^  to  one  of  our  principal  fe- 
.cretaries  of  ftate,  from  whom  you  will  receive  fuch  further  or- 
ders and  directions  as  we  may  think  proper  to  give  you. 

G.  R. 

No.  VIII.  (P.  175.) 

TranJIatlon  of  an  hitercepted  letter  from  General  Lnlly  to  Mr. 
Raymond^  French  refident  at  Ptdlicaty  dated  Pondieberry^  zbs 
2d  January y  1761. 

Mr.  Ratmond, 
THE  Englifh  fquadron  isno  more,  Sir  •,  out  of  the  twelve 
■fhips  they  had  in  our  road,  feven  are  loft,  crews  and  all;  the 
'four  others  difmafi:ed  ;  and  it  appears  that  there  is  no  more  than 
one  frigate  that  has  efcaped  ;  therefore  do  not  lofe  an  inftant  to 
fend  us  chclingoes  upon  chelingoes,  loaded  with  rice :  the 
-Dutch  have  nothing  to  fear  now,  beiides  (according  to  the  law 
of  nations)  they  are  only  to  fend  us  no  provifions  themfelves, 
and  we  are  no  more  blocked  up  by  fea.  The  fav'mg  of  Pondi- 
cherry  hi^th  been  in  your  power  once  already  5  if  you  mifs  the 
prefent  opportunity,  it  will  be  entirely  your  fault.  Do  not  for- 
get alfo  fome  fmall  chelingoes  ;  offer  great  rewards.  I  expedl: 
feventeen  thoufand  Marattoes  within  thefe  fo-ur  days.  In  Ihort, 
rillc  all,  attempt  all,  force  all,  and  fend  us  fome  rice,  lliould 
it  be  but>half  a  garfe  at  a  time. 

(Signed)     LALLY. 

•Vol.. IV,  .3  N  No.  IX. 
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No.  IX.      (P.  184.) 

Capliuiaiiofi  for  the  citadel  of  BeHetfu'y  made  June  J,  176 1. 

Preliminary  article.  The  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix,  brigndler 
in  the  king's  army,  atid  commandant  of  the  citadel  of  Belleifle, 
propofes  that  the  place  fhall  furrender  on  the  12th  of  June,  in 
cafe  no  fuccours  arrive  before  that  time  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
^\'hiie,  no  works  fhall  be  carried  on  on  either  fide,  nor  any  aft 
of  hollility,  nor  any  communication  between  the  Englifh  be- 
fieging  and  tlie  French  befieged. "  Rcfufed." 

I.  The  entire  garrifon  Hiall  march  through  the  breach  with 
the  honours  of  war,  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  lighted 
matches,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon,  with  twelve  rounds  each. 
Each  foldier  fiiall  have  ildtctn  rounds  in  his  cartouch-box.  All 
the  officers,  ferjeants,  foldiers,  and  inhabitants,  are  to  carry  off 

their   baggage:    the  women  to  go  with   their  hufbands. 

*'  Granted.  In  favour  of  the  galLmt  defence  which  the  citadel 
*t  has  made,  under  the  orders  of  the  Chevalier  de  8t.  Croix." 

II.  Two  covered  waggons  fhall  be  provided,  and  the  effecSls 
which  they  carry  fliall  be  depofited  in  two  covered  boats,  which 

arc  not  to  be  vifited. "  The  covered  waggons   are  refnfed  ; 

"  but  care  fliall  be   taken  to  tranfport  all  the  baggage  to  the 

■     *'  continent  by  the  fhortefl;  way." 

III.  VelTels  fnall  be  furniflied  for  carrying  the  French  troops 
by  the  fliortL-ft  way  into  the  nearefl;  ports  of  France,  by  the 
Crfl:  fair  wind. "    Granted." 

IV.  The  French  troops  that  are  to  embark  are  to  be  viclual- 
jcd  in  the  fame  proportion  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannic 
majcfly  ;  and  the  fame  proportion   of  tunnage  is  to  be  allowed 

to  the  officers  and  foldiers  which  the  Englilh  troops  have. • 

*»  Gran'.ed." 

V.  When  the  troops  fliall  be  embarked,  a  veiTcl  is  to  be  fur- 
niflied for  tiie  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix,  brigadier  in  the  king's 
army,  to  M.  de  la  Ville,  the  king's  lieutenant,  to  M.  de  la 
Gailque,  colonel  of  foot,  with  brevet  of  commandant  in  the 
al>(ence  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix,  and  to  the  utdd-officers, 

including 
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including  thofe  of  the  artillery  and  engineers;  as  alfo  for  the 
three  pieces  of  cannon,  as  well  as  for  the  foldiers  of  the  Cour- 
Royale,  to  be  tranfported  to  Nantz,  with  their  wives,  fervants, 
and  the  baggage  which  they  have  in  the  citadel,  which  is  not  to 
be  vifited.     They  are   to  be  vi£luallcd   in  the   fame  proportion 

with  the  Englifii  officers  of  the  fame  rank. *«  Care  (hall   be 

*'  taken  that  all  thofe  who  are  mentioned  in  this  article  fliallbe 
*<  tranfported,  without  lofsof  time,  to  Nantz,  with  their  bag„ 
**  gage  and  efredts,  as  well  as  the  three  pieces  of  cannon  granted 
*«  by  the  firfl:  article." 

VI.  iVfter  the  expiration  of  the  term  mentioned  in  the  firft 
article,  a  gate  of  the  citadel  fliall  be  delivered  up  to  the  troops 
of  his  Britannic  majefty,  at  which  there  (hall  be  kept  a  French 
guard  of  equal  number,  until  the  king's  troops  fliall  march  out 
to  embark.  Thofe  guards  fliall  be  ordered  to  permit  no  Englilli 

foldier  to  enter,  nor  no  French  foldier  to  go  out. *— "  A  gate 

*'  fliall  be  delivered  to  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty  the 
"  moment  the  capitulation  is  figned  ;  and  an  equal  number  of 
**  French  troops  fhall  occupy  the  fame  gate." 

VII.  A  veflll  fliall  be  furniflied  to  the  commilTaries  of  war, 
and  to  the  treafurer,  in  which  they  may  carry  th^ir  baggagCj. 
with  their  fecretaries,  clerks,  and  fervants,  without  being  mo- 
lefl:ed  or  vifited.  They  fliall  be  conducted,  as  well  as  the  other 
troops,  to  the  neareft  port  of  France *'  Granted." 

VIII.  MefT.  de  Taille,  captain-general  of  the  garde  code, 
Lamp,  major,  two  lieutenants  of  cannoneers  of  the  garde  cftlte 
and  ninety  bombardiers,  cannoneers,  ferjeanrs,  and  fuiileers', 
gardes  coftes  of  Belleifle,  paid  by  the  king,  fliall  have  it  in  their 
choice  to  remain  in  the  ifland,  as  well  as  all  the  other  inhabi- 
tants, without  being  molefted  either  as  to  their  perfons  or 
goods.  And  if  they  have  a  mind  to  fell  thjir  goods,  furni- 
ture, boats,  nets,  and,  in  general,  any  efFetls  which  belonf^  to 
them,  within  fix  months,  and  to  pafs  over  to  the  continent, 
they  fliall   not   be   hindered  •,  but,  on  the  contrary,   they   fl)all 

have  proper  afliftance  and  the  ncceflary  pafl~ports. "  Thcv 

«  fhall  remain  in  the  ifland  under  protection  of  the  king  cf 
"  Great  Britain,  as  the  other  inhabitants  }  or  fliall  be  tranfport- 
"  ed  to  the  continent,  if  they  plcafe,  with  the  garrifon." 
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IX.  M.  Sarignon,  clerk  of  the  treafary  of  the  French  troops, 
the  armourer,  the  Bourgeois  cannoneers,  the  florekeepers,  and 
all  the  workmen  belonging,  to  the  engineers,  may  remain  at 
Belleifle  with  their   famihesy  or  go  to   the  continent  with  the 

finne  privileges  as  above  mentioned. *'  Granted.     To  re- 

"  main  in  the  ifland,  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  other 
**  inhabitants,  or  to  be  tranfported  with  the  garrifon  to  the 
«  continent,  as  they  Ihall  think  proper." 

X-.  The  Roman  Cathohc  religion  ihall  be  exercifed  in  the 
ifland  with  the  fame  freedom  as  under  a  French  governments 
The  churches  ihall  be  preferved,  and  the  re£lors  and  other 
priefls  continued  -,  and,  in  cafe  of  death,  they  fliall  be  replaced 
by  the  bifliop  of  Vannes.     They   fliall  be  maintained  in  their 

fun£lions,  privileges,  immunities,  and   revenues "  All  the 

**•  inhabitants,  without  diftindlion,  fhall  enjoy  the  free  exercife 
*<  of  their  religion.  The  other  part  of  this  article  muft  necef- 
**  farily  depend  on  the  pleafure  of  his  Britannic  majefly." 

XI.  The  officers  and  foldiers,  who  are  in  the  hofpitals  of  the 
town  and  citadel,  Ihall  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
garrifon,  and,  after  their  recovery,  they  Ihall  be  furnifhed  with 
veffels  to  carry  them  to  France.  In  the  mean  while  they  IhaU 
be  fupplied  with  fubfiflence  and  remedies  till  their  departure, 
according  to  the  {late  which  the  comptroller  and  furgeons  fliall 
give  in. «'  Granted." 

X'll.  After  the  term  mentioned  in  the  preliminary  article  is 
expired,  orders  fiiali  be  given  that  the  commiilaries  of  artillery, 
engineers,  and  provifions,  fliall  make  an  inventory  of  what  fliali 
be  found  in  the  king's  magazines,  out  of  which  bread,  wine, 
and  meat  fliall  be  furniflied  to  fublift  the  French  troops  to  the 

moment  of  their  departure. *'  They  fliall  be  furniflied  with 

"  neceiTary  fubflftence  till  their  departure,  on  the  fame  footing 
»'  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty." 

XIII.  Maj.-Gen.  Crawfurd,.as  well  as  all  the  Englifh  officers 
and  foldiers  who  have  been  made  prifoners  flnee  the  8tli  of 
April  1761  inclufive,  fliall  be  fet  at  liberty  after  the  figning  of 
the  capitulation,  and  fliall  be  difengaged  from  their  parole. 
The  French  ciScers  of  different  ranks,  volunteers,  ferjesnts, 
and  foldiers,  who  have  been  made  prifoners  flnce  the  9th  of 

Aprif^ 
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April,  fhall  alfo  be  fet  at  liberty. «*     The   Englifli  OiTicers 

«'  and  foldiers,  prifoners  of  war  in  the  citadel,  are  to  be  free 
«  the  moment  the  capitulation  is  figned.  The  French  officers 
•*  and  foldiers,  who  are  prifoners  of  war,  fliall  be  exchanged 
**  according  to  the  cartel  of  Sluys." 

All  the  above  articles  (hall  be  executed  faithfully  on  both 
fides,  and  fuch  as  may  be  doubtful  {hall  be  fairly  interpreted. 
"  Granted." 

After  the  fignature  hoflages  fliall  be  fent  on  both  fides,  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  articles  of  the  capitulation. "  Granted.'* 

**  All  the  archives,  regi iters,  public  papers,  and  writings, 
**  which  have  any  relation  to  the  government  of  this  ifland, 
«'  fhall  be  faithfully  given  up  to  his  Britannic  majefty's  commif- 
*'  fary.  Two  days  fliall  be  allowed  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
«'  citadel ;  and  the  tranfports,  neccfTary  for  tl>c  embarkation, 
**  fliall  be  ready  to  receive  the  garrifon  and  their  efl'eifls.  A 
•'  French  ofiicer  fhall  be  ordered  to  deliver  up  all  the  warlike 
*'  flores  and  provifions,  and,  in  general,  every  thing  which  be- 
**  longs  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  to  an  Englifli  commif- 
**  fary  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  an  ofiicer  fljall  be  or- 
"  dered  to  fhew  u»all  the  mines  and  fouterains  of  the  place.'*" 
S.  Hodgson.  A.  Keppel, 

Le  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix. 
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A  Lijl  cf  the  SpaniJJj  F'uct  as  it  Jlood  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  in  i  762. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

EI  Phoenix, 

80 

Ei  Rajo 

80 

La  Rayna, 

70 

El  Tigre, 

70 

La  Galicia, 

70 

El  Infaiito, 

70 

La  PrincelTa, 

70 

El  San  Philippe, 

70 

El  Oriente, 

68 

El  Levia, 

68 

El  Acquilon, 

68 

El  Neptuno, 

68 

El  Biillante, 

68 

"El  Gloriofo, 

63 

El  Gaerriero, 

68 

El  Vencedor, 

68 

El  Soberano, 

68 

El  H.aor, 

68 

El  Gallsrdo, 

6^ 

El  Magnanimo, 

63 

El  Dichofo, 

68 

El  Diligente, 

68 

El  Tiluinphante, 

68 

EI  Mdnarcho, 

68 

El  Serio, 

68 

El  Arrogante, 

68 

El  Superbe, 

68 

El  Ponderofo,     ' 

68 

El  Coatente, 

68 

Ships. 
El  Kercules, 
El  Principe, 
El  Vidoriofo, 
El  Terrible, 
El  Allante, 
Africa, 
El  Firme, 
El  Aquilos, 
La  Efpana, 
Fcrdinandoj 
Aiia, 

El  Septentrion, 
El  Americaj 
El  Dragon, 
La  Europa, 
La  Oaftella, 
El  Campion, 
EI  Tridente, 
El  Conqueftador, 
El  Aftuto, 
EI  Fuerte, 
Adventurero, 
Andaluzio, 
La  Efmeralda, 
La  Pallas, 
La  Juno, 
La  Eftrea, 
I^a  Ventura, 
La  Venus, 


Guns: 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
62 
60 
66 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
58 
58 
58 
53 
50 
3« 
30 

30 
26 

26 

26 

26 

26 
L'Induflrie, 
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Ships. 

Gufis. 

Ships. 

Guns. 

L'Induftrie, 

16 

La  Flora, 

20 

La  Liebre, 

26 

El  Diligente, 

20 

La  Venganza, 

24 

El  Jafon, 

20 

La  Vittoria, 

24 

La  Conception, 

20 

La  Hermionp, 

24 

El  Gabiian, 

20 

Galgo, 

22 

Gilano  Xebeque,     18 

La  Dorada, 

22 

El  Mercuric, 

18 

La  Peria 

22 

El  Jupiter, 

iS 

La  Aquila, 

22 

El  Vofante, 

18 

La  Frecha, 

22 

EI  Cafador, 

18 

La  Gazutta, 

22 

Marte, 

16 

El  Catalan 

22 

Liebre, 

16 

El  Ibecinea, 

22 

El  Majorquin, 

16 

Bomb-ketches. 

El  Efterope, 

16 

El  Pieratnonte, 

16 

El  Bronje, 

16 

.    El  Bolcano, 

16 

Fire-fhi 

ips. 

El  Valenciano, 

El  Botompago, 

El  Frueno, 

El  Bayo, 

A'-ldition  made  to  tbe  SpaniHi  navy  during  the  war. 
El  Monarco,  86  La  Nouva  FrinceiTa,  84 

El  Elephante,  76  El  Vigorcfo,  74 

El  Gnjcn,  70  El  St.  Gsronimo,        60 

El  Diamante,  6^ 
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No.  XT.     (P.  204.) 

Papers  relating  to  the  conqueft  of  Martinico. 

Articles  of  capitulation  of  the  citadel  of  Fort  Royaly  in    the  iflani 
of  Marti nicoy  the  j>^th  cf  February ^   l']62. 

Article  I.  THE  commanding  ofEcer  of  the  citadel  fhall 
niarch  out  at  the  head  of  the  garrifon,  compofed  of  troops  de- 
tached from  the  marine,  the  royal  grenadiers,  cannoneers,  bom- 
bardiers and  Swifs  ;  the  different  detachments  of  the  mihtia 
and  freebooters,  and  the  other  volunteers,  with  the  honours  of 

war,   and  three  rounds    of  ammunition    each Anfwered, 

**  The  troops  of  his  mofl  Chriftian  majefi:y  fhall  be  embarked 
*<  and  fent  to  France,  as  foon  as  poflible,  at  the  expence-of  his 
"  Britannic  majefty,  but  the  troops  belonging  to  the  ifland 
««  flaall  lay  down  their  arms,  and  be  prifoners  of  war,  until  tlie 
*<  fate  of  Martinico  is  determined." 

II.  That  the  ofiicers  and  others  fliall  preferve  their  elFefts, 
have  time  to  fettle  their  affairs,  and  fhal]  talte  their  fervants 
along  with  them. — "  Granted." 

III.  That  three  days  fliall  be  granted  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  place,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  gate  fliall  be  given  up 
to  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  whilfl  the  garrifon  fliall 

march  out  at  nine  to-morrow   morning. Anfwered,  "The 

■«'  gate  of  the  fort  fhall  be  given  up  to  the  troops  of  his  Britan- 
«  nic  majefty  this  evening  at  five  o'clock,  and  the  French  gar- 
^^  rifon  fhall  march  out  at  nine  to-morrow  morning." 

(Signed)  Robert  Monkton. 

DeLignert.  G.B.  Rodney. 
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Capitulation  demanded  hy  the  inhabitants  of  the  ijland  cf  Marii- 
tiico,  reprejcnted  by  Mejfrs.  D'  AhJJo^  knight ^  Signior  Defrag- 
ny.  La  Pierre^  captain  of  horfe^  and  Feryre^  captain  of  in- 
fantryy  furnfJred  ivith  full  poucerj  from  nine  quarters  of  the 
ifland. 

Article  I.  The  inhabitants  fiiall  quit  their  polls  with  two 
field-pieces,    drums  beating,  colours  flying,  matches   lighted, 

and  all  the  honours  of  war. "  The  inhabitants  lliall  march 

"  out  of  all  their  garrifons  and  pofts  with  their  arms  •,  upon 
**  condition  that  they  afterwards  lay  them  down  •,  and  that  all 
*'  the  forts,  batteries,  and  military  implements,  be  delivered  to 
*'  perfons  appointed  to  receive  them." 

II.  The  inhabitants  fliall  have  the  free  exercife  of  their  relir 
gion,  and  th€  priefts^  nuns  and  friars,  fhall  be  prelerved  in  their 
cures  and  con-vents. **  Granted." 

III.  The  inhabitants  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  take  arms  againft 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  nor  even  againft:  any  other  power. — r 
■**  They  become  fubjedts  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  mufl 
•<*  take  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  but  ftiall  not  be  obliged  to  takf 
**  arms  againft  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  until  a  peace  may 
•*'  determine  the  fate  of  the  ifland," 

IV.  The  inhabitants   fliall  be  preferved  in  their  privileges^ 

rights,    honours  and  exemptions. '*  They  are  fubje<Sls  of 

**  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  fhall  enjoy  their  properties,  and 
**  the  fame  privileges  as  in  the  other  of  his  majefty's  Leeward 
*'  Iflands." 

V.  The  prifoners  taken  during  the  fiege  fiiall  be  reftored  on 
both  fides;  the  free  mulattoes,  as  well  as  the  negroes,  fliali  be 

reftored  as  prifoners  of  war. "  The  inhabitants  and  mu- 

*'  lattoes  will  become  Britifli  fubje(rts,  upon  the  fubmiffion  of 
■*<  the  whole  ifland.  The  negroes  taken  in  arms  are  deemed 
«  flaves." 

VI.  The  fubjects  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  taken  refuge 
in  the  ifland  for  crimes,  or  condemned  to  punilliments,  fhali 
liave  liberty  of  retiring. "  Refufed." 
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VII.  No  others  than  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  fliall,  till 
the  peace,  poflefs  any  eflates,  either  by  acquifition,  agreement^ 
or  otherwife ;  but  in  cafe  at  the  peace  the  country  iliall  be  ce- 

~  tied  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  then  it  fliall  be  permitted  to 
the  inhabitants,  who  fliall  not  be  willing  to  become  his  fubjedls, 
to  fell  their  eflates,  and  to  retire  to  any  place  they  think  pro- 
per.  "  All  fubjecls  of  Great  Britain  may  polTefs  any  lands  or 

*'  houfes  by  purchafe.  The  remainder  of  this  article  granted, 
*«   provided  they  fell  to  Britifli  fubjedls  " 

VIII.  The  inhabitants  and  merchants  fliall  enjoy  all  their  pri- 
vileges  of  commerce  as   the    fubjefts   of  Great   Britain. 

"  Granted  ;  fo  that  it  does  not  affedi  the  privileges  of  particu- 
«'  lar  companies  eftablifhed  in  England,  or  the  laws  of  the 
*'  kingdom,  which  prohibit  the  carrying  on  trade  in  other 
**  than  Britifli  bottoms." 

Signed  by  the  above-mentioned  deputies,  and  by  Robert 
Monhon  and  G.  B.  Rodney,  commanders  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majeily's  forces  by  fea  and  land,  the  7th  February, 
1762. 

On  the  13th  of  February  a  fimllar  capitulation  was  demand- 
ed for  the  whole  ifland,  and  granted  with  the  fame  re- 
ilritlions.  •  ■     ,.. 
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Ahftracl  of  the  articles  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  betiveen  Sir 
George  Pocock,  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  the  earl  of  Albemarle, 
and  the  marquis  of  Real  Traufporte,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  fquadron  of  his  Catholic  tnajejly,  and  Don  Juan  de  Prado, 
governor  of  the  Havannah,  for  the  furrender  of  the  city,  and 
all  its  dependencies,  tuith  all  the  Spanifj  fjips  in  the  harbour. 

Preliminary  Article. 

Fort  La  Punta  and  the  land-gate  fhall  be  delivered  tq  his 
Britannic  mnjefly's  troops  to-morrow  morning,  the  13th  of 
Augull,  at  twelve  o'clock;  ac  which  time  it  is  expelled  the 
following  articles  of  capitulation  fliall  be  figned  and  ratified. 

Article  I.  The  garrifon,  confiding  of  the  infantry,  artil- 
lery-men, and  dragoons,  the  different  militia  of  the  towns  in 
the  ifland,  fhall  march  out  of  the  land-gate  the  20th  inftant, 
provided  in  that  time  no  relief  ^rrives,  fo  as  to  raife  the  Hege, 
with  all  the  military  honours,  arms  (liouldered,  fix  field  pieces 
of  12  pounders  each,  and  as  many  rounds  to  each  foldier;  the 
regiments  (hall  take  out  with  them  the  military  chefcs.  And  tlic 
governor  fhall  have  fix  covered  waggons  which  are  not  to  bo 
examined  upon  any  pretence  whatever. — "  The  garrifon  fhall 
*<  have  the  honours  of  war,  and  fliall  march  out  of  tiie  Punra 
«'  gate  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fix  rounds  for  each  gun. 
**  The  military  cheft  refufed.  The  governor  will  be  allowed  as 
<*  may  boats  as  necefTary  to  tranfport  his  baggage  and  clients 
*'  on  board  the  fliips  deflined  for  him.  The  military  without 
*'  the  town,  as  well  as  thofe  within,  to  deliver  up  their  arms 
«  to  the  Britifli  commiilary." 

II.  The  marines,  and  the  fliips  crews  who  have  T.-rved  on 
fliore,  fliall  obtai{>,  on  their  going  out,  the  fame  honon.ra  as  the 
garrifon  of  the  city  ;  and  iliuil  proceed  with  thofe  honours  on 
board  the  faid  fliips,  that  they  may,  together  with  th'.-ir  com- 
mander in  chief,  Don  Gulierres  de  Ilevia,  marquis  del  Rea! 
Xranfporte,  fail  in  the  laid  fliips  as  foon  as  the  port  is  open, 

■?,  O   2  with 
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■with  all  their  money  and  effecls,  in  order  to  proceed  to  fome 
other  port  belonging  to  Spain,  in  doing  which  they  will  oblige 
themfelves,  that,  during  their  navigation  to  their  deftined  port, 
they  fliall  not  attack  any  vefTels  belonging  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  hrs  fubje61:s  or  allies.  Likewife  liberty  fhall  be  granted  to 
the  marines  and  (hips^  crews,  with  their  officers,  to  go  on  board 
the  faid  fhips,  and  carry  with  them  the  effe£ls  and  money  in 

the  city  belonging  to  his  Catholic  majefty. "  The  marquis 

<<  of  Real  Tranfporte,  with  his  officers,,  failors  and  marines,  as 
*«  making  part  of  the  garrifon,  fhall  be  treated  in  every  refpect 
«'  as  the  governor  and  regular  troops.  All  fiijps  in  the  Havan- 
**  nah,  and  all  money  and  efFe£ls  belonging  to  his  Catholic 
«*  majefty,  fl>all  be  delivered  up  to  perfons  appointed  by  Sir 
<«  George  Pocock  and  the  earl  of  Albemarle." 

III.  That  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  flvall  be  ma:intained 
and  preferred  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  has  hitherto  been  in  alt 
the  dominions  belonging  to  his  Catholic  majeftyj  and  the  diffe- 
rent orders,  colleges  and  univeriities  remain  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment af  all  their  rights. *'  Granted." 

IV.  That,  in  confideration  that  this  port  is  fltuated  by  nature 
for  the  relief  of  thofe  who  navigate  in  thofe  parts  of  Spanilh 
and  Britiih  America,  that  tliis  port  (hall  be  allowed  to  be  neu- 
tral to  the  fubjedls  of  his  Catholic  majefty ;  who  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted in  and  out  freely,  to  take  in  fuch  refrefhments  as  they 
may  be  in  need  of,  as  well  as  repairing  their  velTels,  paying  the 
current  prices  for  every  thing,  and  that  they  are  not  Xo  be  in- 
fulted  lior  interrupted  in  their  navigation  by  any  veSels  belong- 
ing to  his  Britannic  majefty,  or  his  fubjecls  or  allies,  from  the 
capes  Caloche,  on  the  coaft  of  Campeche,  and  that  of  St.  An- 
tonio to  the  wertward  of  this  ifland,  nor  from  the  Tortuga 
bank  to  this  port;  and  from  hence  till  they  get  into  the  latitude 
of  33  degrees  north,  till  both  their  majeifies  agree  to  the  con- 
trary.  **  Refufed." 

V.  That  the  effech  detained  in  this  city  belonging  to  ths 
merchants  of  Cadiz,  which  have  arrived  here  in  the  different 
regiiler  iLips,  and  in  which  are  interefted  all  the  European  na- 
tions, a  fufficient  pafTport  fliall  be  granted  to  the  fupercargoes 
thereof,  that  they  may  freely  remit  the  fame  with-  the  regifter 

fliips. 
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fliips,  without  running  the  rllk  of  being  infulted  in  their  pif- 
i;,ge. — «  Refufed." 

VI.  That  thofe  civil  or  olher  ofRcers,  who  have  had  charg": 
of  the  management  of  the  adminlliration  and  dlllribution  of  the 
royal  treafure,  or  any  other  affair  of  a  pecuHar  nature  from 
his  Cathohc  majefty,  they  are  to  be  left  with  the  free  ufe  of 
all  thofe  papers  which  concern  the  difcharge  of  their  duty, 
with  free  liberty  to  carry  them  to  Spain  for  that  purpofe  ;  and 
the  fame  fliall  be  underftcod  with  the  managers  of  the  royal 

company  in  this  city. "  All  public  papers  to  be  delivered  to 

"  the  fecretaries  of  the  adniiral  and  general  for  infpe^licn, 
"  which  fliall  be  returned  to  his  Catholic  m^jefty's  officers,  if 
"  nor  found  necefiary  for  the  government  of  the  ifland." 

(Signed)         Albemarle, 

G.  POCOCK. 

El  Marques  df.l  Real  Transporte.  , 
Juan  d^  Prado, 
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No.  XIII.     (P.  246.) 

Ahjlyacl  of  the  principal  articles  af  the  dejinit'ive  treaty  of  peace  aridt 
friendfiip  between  his  Britannic  jnaj'ejjy,  the  mojl  Chriflian  iing^ 
^ind  the  king  of  Spain;  concluded  at  Paris  the  loth  day  of  I^e^ 
hruary^  *7*^3"  ^'^  which  the  king  of  Portugal  acceded  on  the 
fame  day, 

BE  it  known  to  all  thofe  to  whom  it  fliall  or  may  in  any 
manner  belong.  Ic  has  pleafed  the  Moft  High  to  diffufe  the 
fpirit  of  concord  and  union  Among  the  princes,  whofe  divifions 
had  fpread  troubles  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  For  this 
purpofe  the  high  contracting  parties  have  named  and  appointed 
their  rcfpedlive  ambajOfadorsi  his  facred  majefty  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  John  duke  of  Bedford  j  his  facred  majefty  the 
moft  Chriftian  king,  Gabriel  de  Choifeul  duke  of  Praflin  ;  his 
facred  majefty  the  Catholic  king,  Don  Jerome  marquis  of  Gri- 
maldi  ;  his  facred  majefty  the  moft  Faithful  king,  Martin  de 
Mello  and  Caftro  ;  who,  having  duly  communicated  to  each 
other  their  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  articles,  the  te- 
nor of  which  is  as  follows. 

Article  I.  There  fliall  be  a  Chriftian,  univerfal,  and  perpe- 
tual peace,  as  well  by  lea  as  by  land,  and  a  fincere  and  conftant 
friendihip  (liall  be  re-eftablifhed  between  the  before-mentioned 
fovereigns;  and  a  general  oblivion  of  every  thing  that  may  have 
been  done  or  com.mitted  before  or  flnce  the  commencement  of 
the  lera  that  is  juft  ended. 

II.  The  former  treaties  concluded  between  the  refpeflive 
kingdoms  are  hereby  renewed  and  confirmed  in  the  beft  form, 
and  ferve  as  the  bails  of  the  prcfent  definitive  treaty. 

III.  The  prifoners  made  on  all  fides,  and  the  hoftages  carried 
away  or  given  during  the  war,  (hall  be  reftored  without  ranfom, 
each  crown  refpedtively  paying  the  advances  made  for  the  fub- 
fiftence  and  maintenance  of  their  prifoners,  by  the  fovereign  of 
the  country  where  they  fhall  have  been  detained. 

IV.  His   moft  Chriftian   majefty  renounces  all   pretenfions 
which  he  has  heretofore  formed,  or  might  form  to  Nova  Sco- 
tia, 
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tia,  or  Acadia,  in  all  its  parts;  and  guarantees  the  whole  of  it 
with  all  its  dependencies,  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  :  more- 
over, his  molt  Chriftian  majefty  cedes  and  guarantees  to  his 
Britannic  majefty,  in  full  right,  Canada,  with  all  its  dependen- 
cies, as  well  as  the  illand  of  Cape  Breton,  and  all  the  other 
iflands  and  coafts  in  the  Gulf  and  River  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  in 
general  every  thing  that  depends  on  the  laid  countries,  lands, 
iflands,  and  coafls,  with  the  fovereignty,  property,  and  polTef- 
fion,  and  all  rights  acquired  by  treaty  or  otherwife,  which  the 
crown  of  France  has  had  till  now  over  the  faid  places.  His  Bri- 
tannic majefty,  on  his  fide,  agrees  to  grant  the  liberty  of  the 
Catholic  religion  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

V.  The  fubje£ls  of  France  fliall  have  the  liberty  of  fifliing  and 
drying  on  a  part  of  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland, 
fbch  as  it  is  fpecified  in  the  13th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ; 
and  his  Britannic  majefty  confents  to  leave  to  the  fubjefts  of  the 
moft  Chriftian  king  the  liberty  of  filhing  in  the  Gulf  St.  Law- 
rence, on  condition  that  the  fubjefts  of  France  do  not  exercifi^ 
the  laid  fifliery,  but  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  from  all  the 
coafts  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 

VI.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  cedes  the  iftands  of  St.  Pierre 
and  Miquelon,  In  full  right  to  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  to 
fcrve  as  ftielter  to  the  French  fiftiermen  ;  and  his  moft  Chriftian 
mnjefty  engages  not  to  fortify  the  faid  iflands,  to  ered  no  build- 
ings upon  them  but  merely  for  the  convenience  of  the  filherv, 
and  to  keep  uptjn  them  a  guard  of  fifty  men  only  for  the  police. 

VII.  In  order  to  re-eftablifti  peace  on  folid  and  durable  foun- 
dations, and  to  remove  for  ever  all  fubjetSl  o'f  difpute  with  regard 
to  the  limits  of  the  Britifti  and  French  territories  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  it  is  agreed  that,  for  the  future,  the  confines 
between  the  dominions  of  the  refpeftive  croM'ns  in  that  part  of 
the  world  ftiall  be  fixed  irrevocably  by  a  line  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  MifTiiuppi,  from  its  fource  to  the  river  Iberville, 
and  from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  this  river, 
and  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain  to  the  fea  ;  and  fi>r 
this  purpofe  the  moft  Chriftian  king  cedes  in  full  right  the  river 
^nd  port  of  tjie  jNIobile,  and  every  thing  which  he  poffcfied  o\\ 
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the  left  fide  of  the  river  Miffiffippi,  except  the  town  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  ifland  in  which  it  is  fuuated. 

VIII.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  fnall  reAore  to  France  the 
iflands  of  Guadaioupe,  of  Marie-Galante,  of  Defirade,  of 
Martinico,  and  Belleifle  •,  and  the  fortrefles  of  thefe  iflands 
fhall  be  reftored  in  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  when  they 
were  conquered  by  the  Britifh  arms. 

IX.  The  mofl  Chriftian  king  cedes  and  guarantees  to  his  Bri- 
tannic majcfty  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  of  the  Grenadines ; 
and  the  partition  of  the  iflands  called  neutral  is  agreed  and  fixed, 
fo  that  thofe  of  St.  Vincent,  Dominica,  and  Tobago,  fhall  re- 
main in  full  right  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  of  St.  Lucia  fhall 
be  delivered  to  France  to  enjoy  the  fame  likewife  in  full  right. 

X.  His  Britannic  majefly  reftores  to  France  the  ifland  of  Go- 
ree;  and  his  moft  Chriilian  mrjefty  cedes  to  Great  Britain  the 
river  Senegal,  with  the  forts  and  fa6lories  of  St  Lewis,  Podor, 
and  Galam. 

XL  In  the  E.'.ft  Indies,  Great  Britain  fliall  refj-ore  to  France 
the  different  faiTiories  which  that  crown  pofTefTed  on  the  coafi: 
of  Coromandel  and  Malabar,  as  alfo  in  Bengal,  at  the  beginning 
cf  the  year  1749.  His  mofl  Chriflian  majefty  fliall  reftore,  on 
his  fide,  all  that  he  may  have  conquered  in  the  Eaft  Indies  du- 
ring the  prefent  war. 

Xil.  The  ifland  of  Minorca  fliall  be  reftored  to  his  Britannic 
majefly  as  well  as  Fort  St.  Philippe;  and  the  town  and  port  of 
Dunkirk  fhall  be  put  iiito  the  fiate  fixed  by  the  lafl  treaty  of 
Aix  b  Chapelle. 

XIII.  His  Britannic  majefly  fliall  caufe  to  be  demoliflied  all 
the  fortifications  which  his  fubjedts  fhall  have  ere(5led  in  the  Bay 
of  Honduras  ;  and  his  Catholic  majefliy  fhall  not  permit,  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  the  Briiiili  fuhjecTts  to  be  difturbed  in  their 
occupation  of  cutting,  loading,  and  carrying  away  logwood. 

XIV.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  reftores  to  Spain  all  the  ter- 
ritory which  he  has  conquered  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  with  the 
fortrefs  of  the  Havannah  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  reflitution, 
his  Catholic  majefty  cedes  to  Great  Britain  Florida,  with  Fort 
St.  Auguiline,  and  the  bay  of  Penfacoh,  as  well  as  all  that 

Spain 
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Spain  pofloiTeJ  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  the  eaft 
and  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  river  Miniffippi. 

XV.  There  is  a  reciprocal  reftoration,  on  all  fides,  of  the 
conquefts  made  in  Germany  and  Portugal. 

XVI.  The  decifion  of  the  prizes,  made  in  time  of  peace  by  the 
fubjecls  of  Great  Britain  on  the  Spaniards,  fiiall  he  referred  to 
the  courts  of  juitice  of  the  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain,  conform- 
able to  the  rules  eftablilhed  among  all  nations  ;  lo  tfiat  the  va- 
lidity of  the  faid  prizes  between  the  Britilh  and  iSpanilh  nation,^^ 
lliall  be  decided  and  judged  according  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  according  to  treaties  in  the  courts  or  juRice  of  the  naiicu 
who  fliali  have  made  the  capture. 

No.  XIV.     (P.  338.) 

Ahflracl  of  the  Declaration  figned  and  delivered  by  Prince  Mujje- 

raiiOy  ambajpidor  extraordinary  from  bis  Catholic  majejly^  dated 

the  2ld  Janienryy  ^JJi  ;   ivhich  nuas  the  fame  day  accepted  by 

the  earl  of  Rochfordj  one  of  his  majefiys  principal fecreta'ries  of 

fate. 

KIS  Britannic  majefiry  having  complained  of  the  violence 
which  was  committed  on  the  loth  of  June,  1770,  at  the  ifland. 
commonly  called  the  Great  Malouine,  and  by  the  Englifli  Falk- 
land's Ifldnd,  in  obliging  by  force  the  commander  and  fubje£ls 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  tO  evacuate  the  port  by  them  called  Jig- 
mont ;  a  flep  offenfive  to  the  honour  of  his  crown  ; — the  prince 
de  Maflerano  has  received  orders  to  declare,  that  his  Catholic 
majefty  con fidering  the  defire  with  which  he  is  animated  for 
peace,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  good  harmony  with  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty,  and  reflecting  that  this  event  might  interrupt  it, 
has  feen  with  difpleafure  this  expedition  tending  to  difturb  it ; 
and  in  the  perfuafion,  in  which  he  is,  of  the  reciprocity  of  fen- 
timents  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  of  its  being  far  from  his 
fentiments  to  authorize  any  thing  that  might  dillurb  the  good 
underftanding  between  the  two  courts;  his  C;\tl)oIic  majefty 
does  difavow  the  faid  violent  enterprize,  and  in  confequencc,  the 
Prince  Maflerano  dedarcsj  that  his  Catholic  rnajeftv  enr^iges  to 

Vol.  IV.  :^P  '      ''^givs 


Atz  A    P    P    E    N    D    I    X.  No.  XT, 

give  immediate  orders  that  things  (liall  be  reftored  in  the  Great 
Malouine,  at  the  port  called  Egmont,  precifely  to  the  ftate  in 
which  they  were  before  the  loth  of  June,  1770:  for  which 
purpofc  his  Gatholic  majefty  will  give  OF<krs  to  one  of  his  offi* 
cers  to  deliver  up,  to  the  officer  authorized  by  his  Britannic 
majerty,  the  port  and  fort  called  Egmont,  with  all  the  artillery, 
flores,  and  eftedls  of  his  Britannic  niajefty  and  his  fubje61:s.  The 
prince  de  Maflerano  declares  at  the  fame  time  in  the  name  of 
the  king  his  mafter,  th,,t  the  engagement  to  reftore  the  poflef*. 
fion  of  Port  Egmont,  cannot  nor  ought  any  ways  to  affect  the 
queftion  of  the  prior  right  of  fovereignty  of  the  Malouine. 
lilands,  otli-erwifc  called  FaHclantl's  Iflands. 

No.  XV.     (P.  340.) 

The  ProteJI  of  the  Lords  agahifi  an  addrejs  to  his  Majejly  to  re* 
turn  thanks  for  his  firm  and  fpiritcd  conduct  in  demanding  Ja>' 
tisfaFnonfor  the  viclcnt  enterprize  againjl  Falkland's  IfanJk. 

DISSEN'TJENT,  I.  Becaufe  it  is  highly,  unfuitable  to  the 
wifJom  ami  gravity  of  this  houfe,  and  to  the  refpect  which  we 
owe  to  his  nmjefty  and  ourfelves,  to  carry  up  to  the  throne  an 
addrcfs,  approving  the  acceptance  of  an  imperfect  in!\rument,. 
which  has  neither  been  previoufly  authorized  by  any  fpecial  full 
powers  produced  by  the  Spanifii  niimRer,  nor  been  as  yet  rati- 
jled  by  the  king  of  Spain.  If  the  ratification  on  the  part  of 
^pain  fhould  be  refufed,  the  addrefs  of  this  houfe  will  appear 
no,  better  than  -in  a£l  of  precipitate  adulation  to  minifters ; 
which  will  juftly  expofe  the  peerage  of  the  kingdom  to  the  in- 
dignation of  their  country,,  and  to  the  derifion  of  all  Europe. 

II.  Becaufe  it  is  a  direct  infult  on  the  feelings  and  under- 
ftanding  of  the  people  of  Crest  Britain,  to  approve  this  declara- 
tion and  acceptance,  as  a  means  of  fecurin?  our  own  and  the 
general  trnnquillity,  whiiri  the  greateft  preparations  for  war 
are  making  both  by  fca  and  land. 

III.  Becauie,  from  the  declaration  and  correfpondence  laid 
Kfor^;  usj  we  arc  of  opinion  that  the  minifters  merit  the  cenfure 

of. 
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of  this  houfe,  rather  than  any  degree  of  commenJation,  on  ac- 
count of  feveral  improper  acTts,  and  equally  improper  omifFions, 
from  the  beginning  to-the  clofe  of  this  tranfad^ion  :  for  it  is  af- 
■ferted  by  the  Spanifh  minifrcrs  thnt  feveral  difcufiions  had  paf- 
fed  which  might  give  the  Britiih  miniiiers  rcdfon  to  forcfee  the 
attack  upon  that  fectlement  that  was  afterwards  made  by  the 
forces  of  Spain.  Captain  Hunt  alfo  arriving  from  them  gave 
them  the  fame  intimations  ;  yet  fo  obftinately  negligent  and  fu- 
:.pine  were  his  m^qeft-y's  minill:ers,  that  they  did  net  even  make 
a  fingle  reprefentation  to  the  court  of  Sp^in  ;  which  might  have 
prevented  the  injury,  and  faved  the  enormous  expence,  and 
manifold  harddups,  v»'hich  the  nation  has  fuffcred  in  preparing 
to  refent  it. 

IV.  Eccaufe  the  negociation  entered  into  much  too  late,  was 
'from  the  commencement  condu£led  on  principles  as  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  wifdom  of  our  public  councils,  as  it  was  finailv 
concluded  in  a  manner  difgrace'ful  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain;  for  it  appears  that  the  court  of  Madrid  did  difivow  the 
a£t  of  hoftility,  as  proceeding  from  particular  inilruftions,  but 
juflified  it  under  her  general  in(]:ru<fi;ions  to  her  governors;  un- 
der the  oath  by  them  taken,  and  under  the  eftablifned  laws  of 
America. 

V.  Becaufe  nothing  has -been  had  or  demanded  as  a  repara- 
tion in  damage  for  the  enormous  expence  and  other  inconve- 
niencies,  arifingfrom  the  unprovoked  and  confeffed  violence  of 
the  Spanith  forces  in  the  enterprize  agairtft  Falkland's  Illand, 
and  the  long  fubfequent  delay  of  juRice. 

VI.  Becaufe  an  unparalleled  and  wod  audacious  infult  has 
teen  offered  to  the  honour  of  the  Britiifi  flag,  by  the  detention 
of  a  fliip  of  war  of  his  majefty's,  for  twenty  days  after  the  fnr- 
render  of  Port  Egmont,  and  by  the  indignity  of  forcibly  taking 
aw^ay  her  rudder.  No  reparation  in  honour  is  demanded  for 
this  wanton  infult,  by  which  his  majefty's  reign  is  rendered  the 
unhappy  sera  in  which  the  honour  of  the  Britlfli  flag  has  fuf- 
fered  the  fir  ft  ftain  with  entire  impunity. 

VII.  Becaufe  the  declaration  by  which  his  mnjefry  is  to  ob- 
tain pofTefHon  of  Port  Egmont,  contains  a  refervation  or  con- 
ilitioa  of  the  queftion  of  the  claim  of  prior  right,  being  the 
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firft  time  fuch  a  claim  has  ever  authentically  appeared  in  any 
public  inftrument  concluded  on  by  the  two  courts. 
The  above  was  figned  by  fixteen  peers. 

No.  XVI.     (P.  342.) 

An  accaunt  of  the  Naval  Rcvieia  at  Port/mouth,  in  June  1773. 

EARLY  in  the  morning  on  Tuefday  tlie  22d  inftant,  the 
hing  fet  out  from  Kew  for  Portfinouth,  and  being  arrived  at 
Portfea  Bridge,  between  ten  and  eleven  the  {"arne  morning,  was 
leceived  by  a  royal  falute  of  21  guns.  His  majefiy  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  firft  barrier,  when  mnjor-general  Parker,  whp 
commanded  the  garrifon  during  the  royal  refidence  at  Portf- 
jiiouth,  delivered  the  keys  to  the  king,  who  was  plcv.fed  to  re^ 
turn  them.  On  his  majedy's  entering  the  Grand-port  Gate, 
lie  was  faluted  by  a  triple  dilcharge  of  232  pieces  of  cannon 
jnounted  on  the  ramparts  of  Portfmouth,  at  Blackhoufc  Fort, 
r^nd  at  South-Sea  Caftle.  His  majefty  proceeded  through  the 
town  out  of  the  Water-gate  to  the  dock-yard,  and  arrived  at 
the  commiflfioner's  houfe  ten  minutes  before  eleven  o'clock, 
Avhere  he  was  received  by  the  prefident  of  the  council,  and  fe- 
veral  other  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  the  commiflioners  of 
ihe  admiralty,  and  the  three  admirals  of  the  fquadron  at  Spit- 
head.  The  officers  and  workmen  belonging  to  the  yard,  gave 
tiuee  cheers  as  his  majefty  entered,  and  then  returned  to  their 
feveral  employments.  After  his  majefty  had  taken  fome  rt-r 
frefliment,  he  went  to  the  governor's  houfe,  where  he  had  a 
public  levee,  and  then  returning  to  the  dock-yard,  embarked 
at  half  an  hour  after  one  in  a  barge  in  which  the  royal  ftand- 
ard  was  im.mediately  hoiiled.  His  majefty  then  proceeded  to 
Spithead,  attended  by  the  barge  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
with  the  flng  of  their  cftice,  the  three  admirals  with  their  flags, 
and  all  the  captains  of  the  fleet  with  their  pendants  in  their 
barges.  As  his  majefty  pafPed  the  garrifon  he  was  iaiuted  by 
twenty -one  guns  from  the  Blockhoufe  Fort,  Saluting  Platform 
and  South-Sea  Caftle.  When  the  royal  flandard  was  ^ccn  by 
ihe  fleet  at  Spithead,  confifting  of  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  two 
^rigates;  and  three  iloops,  moored  in  two  lines  abreaft  of  each 
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other,  the  whole  manned  (liips,  and  faluted  with  twenty-one 
guns  each.  The  king  went  on  board  the  Barfleur  of  90  guns, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  Board  of  Admiraky,  the  captain 
being  at  the  head  of  the  accommodation  ladder,  and  the  fide 
manned  by  the  heutenants  of  the  fhips.  As  foon  as  his  majefty 
pafled  the  guard  of  marines  on  the  quarter-deck,  the  flag  of 
tlie  lord  high  admiral,  which  was  then  flying,  was  ftruck,  and 
the  royal  ftandard  hoifl:ed  at  the  main-top-mafl  head,  the  lord 
high  admiral's  flag  at  the  fore-top-mafl:  head,  and  the  union 
flag  at  the  mizen-top-maft  head:  on  the  right  of  which  all  the 
fliips,  except  the  Barfleur,  faluted  with  twenty  one  guns  each. 
The  fl:iips  being  cleared  as  for  a6\ion,  and  the  oflicers  and  men 
at  their  refpecHiive  quarters,  his  majefty,  after  the  nobility  who 
came  off  upon  this  occafion,  and  the  flag  officers  had  paid  their 
duty  to  him  on  the  quarter  deck,  walked  fore  and  aft  on  the 
lower  gun-deck,  and  took  a  view  of  the  whole.  His  majefty 
then  dined  on  board  the  Barfleur,  and  after  dinner  went  into 
the  Augufla  yacht,  and  after  making  the  circle  of  the  fleet, 
failed  into  the  harbour.  Similar  ceremonies  were  repeated  du-. 
ring  the  four  following  days,  in  which  time  the  king  made  fe- 
veral  naval  promotions,  knighted  many  admirals,  and  difiri, 
buted  money  to  the  failors  and  workmei;. 
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LIST  of  the  French  Fleet  in   1778. 
tt.Jrgwfies  Brejly  T.  7oulon^  R.  Rochfort,  and  VO.  VOrhnf. 


Ships.  Guns. 

B.hz  Bretagne,  1 10 

La  Ville  de  Paris,  90 

Le  St.  Efprit,  80 

La  Couronne,  80 
Le  Due  de  Burgogne,      80 

L'Oricnt,  74 

Le  Magnifique,  74 

L'Intrepide,  74 

Le  Sceptre,  74 

Le  Palmier,  74 

Le  Defenfeur,  74 

Le  Diademe,  74 

Le  Zodiaque,  74 

Le  Minataure,  74 

Le  Robufie,  74 

Le  Citoyen,  74 

Le  Six  Corps,  74 

Le  Diligent,  74 

Le  Glorieux,  74 

Le  Conquerant,  74 

2".  Le  Tonnant,  80 

Le  Languedoc,  80 

L'Aaif,  74 

Le  Bien  Aime,  74 

Le  Guerrier,  74 

L'Hedor,  74 

Le  Fendant,  74 

Le  Zele,  74 

Le  Prote^eur,  74 

Le  Marfeillois,  74 


Ships. 
T.  Le  Caefar, 

La  Bourgogne, 

Le  Souverain, 

Le  Deftin, 

L'Altier, 

Le  Lion, 

Le  Vaillant, 
5.  La  Pourvoyeure, 

La  Confolante, 

La  Belle  Poulle, 

L'  Amphitrite, 

La  Dedaigneufe, 

La  Tourterelle, 

La  Nymphe, 

La  Malicieufe, 

La  Licorne, 

Le  Zephir, 

L' Aigrette, 

L'OIfeau, 

La  Tolle, 

Le  Dauphin, 

Le  Northumberland, 

La  Protee, 

Le  Sphinx, 

Le  Vengeur, 

Le  Solitaire, 

L'Union, 

Le  Brilliant, 

L'A£lionnaire, 


Guns. 
74 
74 
74 
74 
64 
64 
64 
40 
40 
32 
32 
32 
32 
32 

32 

32 

32 

3^ 
32 

32 
70 

78 

64 

64 

64 

64 
64 
64 

64 

B.  L'Indlcn, 
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SLps. 

Guns. 

S/?'//)/. 

Guns. 

/?.L'Indien, 

64 

B.  Le  David, 

23 

Le  Roland, 

64 

L'Elephant, 

26 

L' Alexandre,, 

64 

La  Fortune, 

24 

Le  Bizarre, 

64 

La  Seine, 

24 

Le  Reflechi, 

64 

La  Menageriej 

22 

Le  Triton, 

'         64 

L'Etoile, 

20 

La  Provence,. 

64 

La  Tampane,, 

20 

Le  Fantafque, 

64 

La  Porteufe, 

20 

Le  Hardi, 

64 

L'Eclufe, 

20 

*j^  Le  Caton, 

64 

La  BouiToIej. 

20 

f  L'Amphion, 

50 

Le  Compas, 

20 

Le  Fier, 

5^ 

L'Efturgeon,, 

20 

R.  L'Artefien,. 

64 

La  Danae, 

26 

Le  Refolu, 

64. 

La  Mouche, 

26 

Le  St.  Michel, 

64 

L'Enjoiiee, 

26 

I>e  Bourdclois, 

50 

no.  Le  Triton, 

2^ 

L'Hippopotame, 

5° 

T.  La  Cagnelle, 

2^ 

X'O.  Le  Flamand, 

60 

L'Atalante, 

25 

T.  Le  Sagittaire, 

50 

La  Prccieufe, 

26 

L'Imperieux, 

32 

La  Sultane, 

26 

L'Knvieux, 

32 

La  Chiniere, 

16 

La  Terpfichorej 

32 

L'Engageante, 

26 

La  Comete, 

3^ 

La  Gracieux, 

26 

La  Diligente, 

26 

La  Pieiade, 

16 

JB,  Le  Renomee, 

30 

La  Fine, 

26 

La  Sibyile, 

3.0 

La  Topaze, 

2(5 

L'Indifcrete, 

30 

L'Aurore, 

2/> 

La  iieniible, 

23 

La  Flore, 

26 

La  Legere, 

26 

La  Mignone, 

26 

L'Infidelle, 

26 

L'Amelone, 

26 

La  Sincere, 

26 

L'Aimable, 

26 

L'lnconftante, 

26 

R.  L'Ecoie, 

16 

X^a  Bondeufe, 

26 

Le  Coiirrier, 

16 

La  Blanche,- 

26- 

La  Nourrice, 

14 

La  Thetis, 

24 

La  Barbue, 

14 

L'Etourdi, 

20 

La  Corifante, 

14 

La  CoaliiTe, 

28 

Le  Solomon, 

12 
la 
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In  all  67  capital  veflels,  49  frigate?,  befides  a  great  number  of 
advice-boats,  prames,  pinks,  xebeques  and  bomb- ketches. 


No.  XVIII.     (P.  442.) 

On  the  20th  December i  the  Dtihe  of  Bolton  de/ivered  to  his  Maje- 
Jlyy  in  his  clofcty  at  St.  Janie/Sy  the  follo-xving  Memorial  of  the 
Admirals, 

To     t  H  E     KING. 

WE  the  fubfcribing  admirals  of  your  majefl;y's  royal  navy, 
having  hitherto  on  all  occafions  ferved  your  majefty  with  zeal 
and  fidelity,  and  being  defirous  of  devoting  every  adlion  of  our 
lives,  and  our  lives  themfelves  to  your  majefty's  fervice,  and 
the  defence  of  our  country,  think  ourfelves  indifpenfibly  bound 
by  our  duty  to  that  fervice  and  that  country,  with  all  poflible 
humility,  to  reprefent  to  your  wifdom  and  juftice, 

That  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  lately  fer- 
ving  under  the  command  of  the  honourable  Auguftus  Keppel, 
did  prefer  certain  articles  of  accufation,  containing  feveral  mat- 
ters of  heinous  offence  againft  his  faid  commander  in  chief,  to 
the  lords  commifHoners  for  executing  the  oflice  of  lord  high 
admiral  of  Great  Britain,  he  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  being 
himfelf  a  commifTioner  in  the  faid  commiflion.  This  accufation 
he  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  with-held  from  the  twenty-feventh 
day  of  July  lafl,  the  time  of  the  fuppofed  offences  committed, 
until  the  ninth  day  of  this  prefent  December,  and  then  brought 
forward  for  the  purpofe  of  recrimination  againft  charges  conjec- 
tured by  him  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  which  in  fa£l  were 
never  made. 

That  the  com.mifTioners  of  the  admiralty,  near  five  months 
after  the  pretended  offences  aforefaid,  did  receive  from  their  faid 
colleague  in  oflice,  the  charge  made  by  him  againft  his  faid 
commander,  and  virithout  taking  into  confideration  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  accufer  and  the  party  accufed,  or  attending  to 
the  avowed  motives  of  the  accufation,  or  the  length  of  time  of 

with- 
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with-holding,  or  the  occafion  of  making  the  f<^me,  and  without 
any  other  deliberation  whatever,  did,  on  the  very  fame  day  on 
which  the  charge  was  preferred,  and  without  previous  notice  to 
the  party  accufed  of  an  intention  of  making  a  charge  againft 
him,  give  notice  of  their  intending  that  a  court-nrjarti^l  fliould 
Ise  held  on  the  faid  admiral  Keppel,  after  forty  years  of  meri- 
torious fervice,  and  a  variety  of  aclions  in  which  he  bad  exert- 
-ed  eminent  courage  and  conduft,  by  which  the  honour  anJ 
power  of  this  nation,  and  the  glory  of  the  Britiih  flag,  had  beca 
maintained  and  incrcafed  in  va^-ious  parts  of  the  world,. 

We  beg  jeave  to  exprefs  to  yamv  Majetly  our  concern  at  this 
proceeding,  and  to  reprefent  our  apprehenfions  of  the  difficul- 
ties and  difcouragements  which  will  inevitably  arife  to  your  fer- 
vice therefrom ;  and  that  it  will  not  be  eafy  for  men,  attentive 
to  their  honour,  to  ferve  your  Majefty,  particularly  in  fituationi 
of  principal  command,  if  the  prad^ice  now  (hited  to  your  Ma- 
jefty be  countenanced,  or  the  principles  upon  v.'hich  the  fame 
has  been  fupported  (hall  prevail  with  any  lord  high  admiral,  of 
with  any  commiHioner  for  executing  that  ofHcc. 

We  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  a  criminal  charge  againftan 
officer  (rifing  in  importance  according  to  the  rank  and  command 
of  that  officer)  which  fufpends  his  fervice  to  your  Mjjefry,  per- 
haps in  thtt  moft  critical  eii'gencies  of  the  public  affairs,  which 
calls  his  reputation  into  doubt  and  difcuffion,  which  puts  hinj 
on  trial  for  his  lifcj  profeffion  and  reputation,  and  which,  in  its 
confequences,  may  caufe  a  fatal  ce/Tation  in  the  naval  exertions 
of  the  kingdom,  to  be  a  matter  of  the  moft  ferious  nature,  and 
never  to  be  made  by  authority  but  on  ("olid  ground,  and  on  ma- 
lure  deliberation.  The  honour  of  an  officer  is  his  moft  preci- 
ous polTefBon  and  beft  qualification  ;  the  public  have  an  intereft 
in  it ;  and  whilft  thofe  under  whom  we  ferve  countenance  accu- 
fation,  it  is  often  impoffible  pei-fe(ftly  to  reflore  military  fame  by 
the  mere  acquittal  of  a  court-martial.  Imputations  made  by 
high  authority  remain  long  and  affc£t  deeply.  The  fphere  of 
action  of  commanders  in  chief  is  large,  and  their  bufinefs  intri- 
cate, and  fubjetCl  to  great  variety  of  opinion  •,  and  before  they 
are  to  be  put  on  the  judgment  of  others  for  a6ts  done  upon 
their  difcretion,  the  greateft  difcretion  ought  to  be  employed. 

Vol.  IV.  2%  Whether 
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"Whether  the  Board  of  Admiralty  hath  hy  law  any  fuch  dif- 
cretion,  we,  who  are  not  of  tne  profefTion  of  the  law,  cannot 
pofitively  alTert  ;  but  if  we  had  conceived  that  this  Board  had  no 
legal  ufe  of  their  reafon  in  a  point  of  fuch  delicacy  and  impor- 
tance, we  fliould  have  Icnown  on  what  terms  we  fcrved.  But 
we  never  did  imagine  it  poffibk,  rh.it  we  were  to  receive  orders 
from,  and  be  accountable  to  thofe  who,  by  law,  were  reduced 
to  become  paffive  inftruments  to  tlie  p^iliblc  njalice,  ignorance 
or  treafon  of  any  individual  who  migiit  think  lit  to  diiarm  his 
Majefty's  navy  of  its  beft  and  highert  officers.  "We  conceive  it 
difrefpeclful  to  the  laws  of  our  country  to  fuppofe  ihein  capable 
of  fuch  manifefl:  injuftice  and  abfurdity. 

We  therefore  humbly  rcprefent,  in  behalf  of  public  order, 
as  well  as  of  the  difcipline  of  the  navy,  to  your  Majclty,  the 
dangers  of  long  concealed,  and  afterwards  precipitately  adopted 
charges,  and  of  all  recriminatory  accufations  of  fubordinate 
officers  againft  their  commanders  in  chief;  and  particularly  the 
inifchief  and  fcandal  of  permitting  men,  who  are  at  once  in  high 
civil  office,  and  in  fubordinate  military  command,  previous  tp 
their  making  fuch  accufations,  to  attempt  to  corrupt  the  public 
judgment,  by  the  publication  of  libels  on  their  officers  in  4 
common  news-paper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny  in  your  Majefty's 
navy,  as  well  as  prejudicing  the  minds  of  thofe  who  are  to  try 
the  merits  of  the  accufation  againft  the  faid  fuperior  officer. 

Hav/ke,  Bristol, 

John  Moore,  James  Young, 

Bolton,  Matthew  Barton^ 

Samuel  Graves,  Francis  Geart, 

HughPigop,  Shuldham, 

FtOBERT  Harland.  Clark  Gayton. 
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"January  30,  1779. 

This    mormngy    at  half  pafl   ten    o'clock^   the  court-martial  nvers 

refumedf  and  Admiral  Kfppel  delivered  the  follo^ving  fpeech  : 

1'he  Defence  of  Admiral  K  e  p  p  e  l  . 

Sir, 

After  forty  years  fpent  in  the  fervlce  of  my  country,  little 
did  I  think  of  being  brought  to  a  court-martial  to  anfwer  td 
charges  of  mifconducSt,  negligence  in  the  performance  of  duty, 
and  tarnifhing  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  navy.  Thefe  charges. 
Sir,  have  been  advanced  by  my  accnfer.  Whether  he  has  fuc* 
ceeded  in  proving  them  or  not  the  court  will  determine.  Before 
he  brought  me  to  a  trial,  it  would  have  been  candid  in  him  to 
have  given  vent  to  his  thoughts,  and  not  by  a  deceptions  fhew 
of  kindnefs  to  lead  me  into  the  miftake  of  fuppofing  a  friend  in 
the  man  who  was  my  enemy  in  his  heart,  and  was  (hortly  to  be 
my  accufer.  Yet,  Sir,  after  all  my  mifcondu6l;  after  fo  much 
negligence  in  the  performance  of  duty,  and  after  tarnifliing  fo 
deeply  the  honour  of  the  BritiQi  navy,  my  accufer  made  no 
fcruple  to  fail  a  fecond  time  with  the  man  who  had  been  the 
betrayer  of  his  country !  Nay,  during  the  time  we  were  on 
fhore,  he  correfpouded  with  me  on  terms  of  friendfliip,  and 
even  in  his  letters  he  approved  of  what  had  been  done,  of  the 
part  which  he  now  condemns,  and  of  the  very  negligent  mif- 
conduft,  which   has  fmce  been  fo  ofFcnfive  in  his  eyes! 

Such  behaviour,  Sir,  on  the  part  of  my  accufer,  gave  me 
little  reafon  to  apprehend  an  accufation  from  liim.  Nor  had  I 
any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  (late  would  criminate  me.  When 
I  returned,  his  majefty  received  me  with  the  greateft  applaufe. 
Even  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  gave  his  flattering  teftimony 
to  the  rcQitude  of  my  conduft,  and  feemed  with  vait  fincerity 
to  applaud  my  zeal  for  the  fervice.  Yet  In  the  moment  of  ap- 
probation,  it  feems  as  if  a  fcheme  was  concerting  againft  my 
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life  ;  for,,  without  any  previous  notice,  five  articles  of  a  charge 
were  exhibited  againft  n\c  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who,  moH:  un- 
fortunately for  his  caufe,  lay  himfelf  under  an  imputation  of 
difobedience  of  orders,  at  the  very  time  when  he  accufed  me  of 
negligence!  This  to  be  furewas  a  very  ingenious  mode  of  getting 
the  ft.irt  of  me.  An  accufation  exhibited  againft  a  commander 
in- chief  might  draw  off  the  public  attention  from  negledl  of 
duty  in  an  inferior  officer.  I  could  almoft  wifh,  in  pity  to  my 
accufcr,  that  appearances  were  not  fo  ftrong  againft  him.  Be- 
fore the  trial  commenced,  I  actually  thought  that  my  accufer 
might  have  fome  tolerable  reafons  for  his  condiicl.  But  from 
the  evidence,,  c^en  as  adduced  to  account  for  the  behaviour  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  of  July,, 
from  that  evidence,  I  fay,  Sir,  I  find  that  I  was  miftaken.  The 
trial  has  left  my  accufer  without  excufe,  and  he  now  cuts  that 
fort  of  figure  which,.!  truft  in  God,,  all  accufers  of  innocence 
v<^ill  ever  exhibit ! 

I  have  obferved,.  Sir,  that  the  opinions  of  officers  of  diffe- 
rent ranks  have  been  taken.  I  truft  that  the  court  will  indulge 
me  with  the  iame  liberty,  in  the  evidence  for  my  defence.  Some 
have  refufed  to  give  their  opinions.  I  thought  it  ftrange,  as  plain 
freaking,  and  a  full  declaration,  are  the  beft  of  evidences  in  a 
good  caufe. 

I  would  wifh.  Sir,,  the  court  to  consider,  that  in  all  great 
liaval,  as  well  as  military  operations,  unlefs  the  defign  be  fully 
known,rthe  feveral  manoeuvres  may  have  a  ftrange  appearance. 
Mafters  have  been  called  to  give  their  opinions  on  the  higher 
departments  of  command.  Higher  authorities  ftiould  have  been 
taken.  Such  authorities  are  not  fcarce,  for  I  am  happy  to  fay^ 
there  never  was  a  country  ferved  by  naval  officers  of  more  bra- 
very, fiiill  and  gallantry,  than  England  can  boaft  at  prefent.  As 
to  this  court,  1  intreat  you,  gentlemen,  who  compofe  it,  to 
recoiled,  that  you  fit  here  as  a  court  of  honour,,  as  well  as  a 
court  of  juftice,  and  I  now  ftand  before  you,  not  merely  to  fave 
mv  life,  but  lor  a  purpofe  of  infinitely  greater  moment — to 
clear  my  fame. 

My  accufer.  Sir,  has  not  been  a  little  miftaken  in  his  notions 
of  the  duty  of  a  commander  in  chief,-  or  he  would  never  have 
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accufed  me  in  the  manner  he  has  done.  During  action  fubordi- 
rate  officers  either  are  (or  they  ought  to  be)  too  attentive  to 
their  own  duty  to  obfcrve  the  manoeuvres  of  others.  In  general 
engagements  it  is  fcarceiy  poffible  for  the  fame  objects  to  appear 
in  the  fame  point  of  view  to  the  commanders  of  two  different 
Ihips.     Tiie  point  of  fight  may  be  different.     Clouds  of  fmoke 
may  obftru£t  the  view.     Hence  will  arife  the  difference  in  the 
opinions  of  officers  as  to  this  or  that  manosuvre,  without  any 
intentional  partiality.  Whether  I  have  conceived  obje<n;s  in  ex- 
adl   correfpondence   with    the  truth;  whether   I  have   viewed 
them  unflciifully,  (or,  as  my  accufer  has  been  pleafed  to  term  it, 
unofficer-likc),  thefe  are  matters  which  remain  to  be  determined, 
I  can  only  f^iy,  that  what  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  has  imputed  to  me 
as  neghgence,  was  the  cffe£l  of  dchberation  and  choice.     I  will 
add,  that   I  was    not  confined  in    my  powers  when  I  failed  ;  I 
had  ample  difcretion  to  a(5l  as  I  thought  proper  for  the  defence 
of  the  kingdom.     I  manoeuvred;  I  fought ;  I  returned  ;  I  did 
my  befl.     If  my  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the  taik,  I  have  the 
eonfolation  to  think,  that  I  did  not  folicit,  nor  did  I  bargain  for 
the  command.  More  than  two  years  ago,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1776,  I  received    a  letter  from  the  firft  lord  of  the 
marine  department,  wherein  he  obfeived,  *'  That  owing  to  mo- 
♦*  tions  of  foreign  courts,  it    might  be  neceffary  to  prepare  a 
**  fleet  of  obfervation.'*    My  reply  to  this  letter  was,  «»  That 
•'  I  was  ready  to  receive  any  command  from  his  majcfty,  and  i 
**  begged  to  have  the  honour  of  an  audience***     This    requefl 
was  complied  with.  I  was  clofetted,  and  I  told  the  king,  "  that 
««  I  was  willing  to  ferve  him  as  long  as  my  health  would  per- 
«*  mit."     I  heard  no  more  until  the  month  of  March,  1778,  at 
which  time  I  had  two  or  three  audiences,  and  I  told  his  maj'e- 
fly,  that  "  I  had   no   acquaintance  with  his  minifters,  but   I 
"  trufted  to  his  protection  and  zeal  for  the  public  good."  Here 
were  no  finifler  views  ;  no  paltry  gratiiications  ;  I  had  nothing, 
I  felt  nothing  but  an  earncft  defire  to  ferve  my  country.    I  even 
accepted  the  command  in  chief  v/ith  reluQance.     I  was  appre- 
henfive  of  not  being  fupported  at  home.     I  forefaw  that  the 
higher  the  command,  the  more  liable  was  I  to  be  ruined  in  my 
reputation.  Even  my  misfortunes,  if  I  had  any,  might  be  con- 
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firucd  into  crimes.  During  forfy  years  fervlce  I  have  not  re- 
ceived any  particular  mark  cf  favour  from  the  crown.  I  have 
only  been  honoured  with  the  confidence  of  my  fovereign  in 
times  of  public  danger.  Neither  my  deficiencies  nor  my  mif- 
conduct  were  ever  before  brought  forward  to  the  public.  And 
it  is  now  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  fo  well  acquainted  as  my  accu- 
fer  muft  have  been  with  my  detlcient  abilities,  it  is  ftrange,  I 
fay,  Sir,  that  he  fhould  be  the  very  perfon  who  brought  me  the 
melTage  to  take  the  command  upon  me  j  nay^  further,  »Sir,  he 
brought  me  that  meflage  with  great  feeming  pleafure  !  There 
was,  or  there  was  not  reafon  at  that  time  to  doubt  my  ability; 
If  there  was  reafon,  how  could  my  accufer  wifh  me  to  accept 
a  command  for  which  I  was  difqualified  ?  If  there  was  not  any 
J-eafoh  to  doubt  my  profeflional  abilities  fixteen  months  ago,  I 
have  given  no  reafon  why  they  fliould  be  fince  called  in 
queftion.  When  I  returned  from  the  expedition,  I  did  not 
complain  of  any  thing.  1  endeavoured  to  ftop  all  murmurings. 
I  even  trufted  the  firfl  lord  of  the  admirahy  in  the  fame  manner 
25  I  would  have  done  my  moft  intimate  friend  This  might  be 
jmnrudent.  It  might  be  dangerous.  But,  Sir,  I  am  by  nature 
onen  and  unguarded,  and  little  did  I  expe£V  that  traps  would 
artfully  be  laid  to  endeavour  to  catch  me  on  the  authority  of 
my  own  words 

It  was  in  the  month  of  March,  1778,  that  I  was  told  a  fleet 
hv  readv  for  me  to  command.  When  I  reached  Portfrnouth  I 
fa'w  but. fix  ihips  ready,  and,  on  viewing  even  thofe  with  a  fea- 
man's  eye^  I  was  not  by  any  means  pleafed  with  their  condition. 
Before  I  quitted  Portfmouth,  four  or  five  more  were  ready,  and 
I  will  do  the  perfons  in  office  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  from  that 
time  thev  v.kd  the  utmofi:  diligence  in  getting  the  fleet  ready  for 
fervlce.  On  the  ^oth  of  June  I  failed  with  twenty  fliips  of  the 
line  and  very  fortunately  fell  in  with  the  Belle  Poule  and  other 
French  fr-cates ;  and  the  letteris  and  papers  found  on  board 
them  were  of  material  fervice  to  the  flate.  Captain  Marfhall 
diilinguifiied  himfelf  with  the  greatefi:  honour.  I  confefs  that 
when  I  fell  in  with  thofe  frigates  I  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  zCi.  On 
the  one  hand  I  conceived  the  incident  to  be  favourable  to  my 
counrrv,  and  on  the  other  I  was  fearful  that  a  war  with  France 
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and  all  its  confequences  might  be  laid  to  my  charge.  For  any- 
thing I  can  tell  this  may  yet  be  the  cafe.  It  may  be  treafured  up 
to  furnifh  another  matter  for  future  accufation.  To  this  hour 
I  have  neither  received  official  approbation  or  ccnlure  ior  n.y 
conduct.  With  twenty  (hips  of  the  line  I  failed  Thirty-two 
ih'ips  of  the  line  lay  in  Breil  water,  befides  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  frigates.  "Was  I  to  feek  an  engagement  with  a  fuperior 
force  ?  I  never  did,  nor  fliall  I  ever  fear  to  engage  a  force  fupe- 
rior to  the  one  I  then  commanded,  or  that  I  may  hereafter  com- 
mand. But  I  well  know  what  men  and  fliips  can  do,  and  if  the 
fleet  I  commanded  had  been  deltroyed,  we  muft  have  left  the 
French  mailers  of  the  fea.  To  refit  a  fleet  requires  time.  From 
the  fituation  of  affairs,  naval  flores  are  not  very  foon  fupplied. 
Never  did  I  experience  fo  deep  a  melancholy  as  when  I  found 
myfelf  forced  to  turn  my  back  on  France  !  I  quitted  iv.y  iution 
and  courage  was  never  put  to  fo  fevere  a  trial. 

I  was  permitted  to  fail  a  fecond  time,  without  receiving  ofH-^ 
cial  praife  or  blame  for  the  part  I  had  ?,Oied.  Tbefe  were  dif- 
couraging  circumflances.  But  they  did  not  diflurb  my  temper. 
My  principal  object  was  to  get  ready  for  fea  with  zll  polfible 
hafte.  I  was  furprifed  on  my  return  to  be  threatened  with  the 
fate  of  admiral  Byng,  and  I  was  flili  more  furprifed  to  be 
charged  with  cowardice. 

With  thirty  fhips  of  the  line  I  failed  early  in  July.  The 
French  admiral  failed  from  Bred  with  thirty-two  fliips.  I  be- 
lieve that,  when  the  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each  other,  the 
French  were  not  a  little  furprifed  to  lee  me  fb  flrong.  I  dcilrc 
not  to  throw  the  flightefl  imputation  on  the  courage  of  the 
French  admiral.  I  believe  him  to  be  a  brave  man,  and  one  who 
had  fome  particular  reafons  for  the  line  of  condudl  he  purfued* 
1  was  determined,  if  pofTible,  to  bring  the  French  to  battle,  as 
I  had  every  reafon  to  think,  that  their  having  avoided  an  en- 
gagement, when  it  was  for  four  days  in  their  power  to  attack 
me,  was  owing  to  their  expe6ting  fome  capital  reinforcements. 
I  therefore  thought,  that  the  fooner  I  could  engage  them  the 
better,  efpecially  as  I  knew  that  the  principal  fleets  of  our  trade 
were  daily  expe£ted  in  the  channel,  and  if  the  French  flceta 
had  been  permitted  to  difperfe  without  an  a(5lion,  our  Eafl  and 
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Weft  India  fleets  might  have  been  Intercepted,  the  convoys 
might  have  been  cut  off,  and  the  flake  of  England  might  have 
been  loft.  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  that,  in  the  reign  of  king 
William,  the  gallant  admiral  Ruflel  was  two  months  in  fight 
of  a  French  fleet,  and  he  could  not  poflibly  bring  them  to  ac- 
tion. My  being  in  flght  of  the  French  fleet  four  days  before 
the  engagement,  will  not  therefore  appear  to  be  {o  extraordi- 
nary as  it  has  been  reprefented.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  fa- 
vourable change  of  wind  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  I 
could  not  have  brought  the  French  to  a6tion  when  I  did. 

I  am  exceedingly  forry,  Sir,  that  the  admiralty  have  refufed' 
me  the  liberty  of  producing  my   inftru£lions.     In  all  former 
courts-martial  the  inftruiflions  and  orders  have  been  fent  with 
the  charge  to  the  members  of  the  court.  As  it  has  been  denied 
in  this  inftance,  imuft,  and  do  fubmit. 

Although  on  the  27th  of  July  I  fought  and  beat  my  enemy, 
and  compelled  him  to  take  fhelter  by  returning  into  port ;  yet 
the  effort  did  by  no  means  anfwer  my  wiihes.  I  ruflicd  on  to 
re-attack  the  enemy.  Why  I  did  not  accomplifti  my  defign 
will  be  feen  in  the  evidence  I  ftiali  produce.  I  might,  it  is  true, 
have  chaced  the  three  fiiips  which  were  vifible  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th  of  July,  but  with  very  little  profpe£l  of  fucctfs.  I 
therefore  chofe  to  return  to  Plymouth  with  my  fliattered  fleet, 
to  get  ready  for  fea  again,  not,  however,  forgetting  to  leave 
two  ftiips  of  the  line  to  cruize  for  the  protedtion  of  our  trading 
fleets,  which,  thank  God,  all  arrived  fafe. 

On  my  return.  Sir,  I  moft  cautioufly  avoided  to  utter  a  fyl- 
lablc  of  complaint,  becaufe  it  might  have  fufpended  our  naval 
operations,  which  at  that  time  would  have  been  highly  danger- 
ous. I  could  not  think  of  attending  to  a  court-martial,  when 
greater  obje«^s  were  in  view. 

With  refpedl  to  the  fecond  edition  of  the  Formidable*s  log- 
book, it  appears  to  have  been  fabricated  rather  for  the  purpofe 
of  exculpating  the  profecutor  than  to  criminate  me.  I  fl^ail 
therefore  pafs  it  over,  and  permit  the  gentleman  to  make  the 
moft  of  fuch  an  exculpation.  I  cannot,  however,  be  fo  civil  to 
the  alterations  and  additions  in  the  log-book  of  the  Robufte. 
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Captain  Hood's  ccnduil  muft  have  (truck  the  court,  as  I  believe 
it  did  every  perfon,  except  the  profecutor,  with  alloniihment. 

A  great  ftreis.  Sir,  has  been  laid  on  my  letter  to  the  Admi- 
ralty. There  is  a  pafTage  in  it  where  I  feenied  to  approve  the 
conduct  of  every  officer  in  the  fleet.  The  court  will  obferve, 
that  I  was  not  in  my  letter  to  inform  all  Europe,  that  a  vice- 
admiral  under  my  command  had  been  guilty  of  negleiTt,  whilll: 
there  remained  a  pofiibility  of  excufc  for  his  conchi6l.  As  to 
courts-martial,  one  very  bad  confequence  will,  I  am  fure,  refult 
from  this  trial  :  it  will  terrify  a  commander  in  chief  from  ac- 
cepting a  commifTion,  if  he  iliould  be  liable  to  be  brought  to  a 
trial  by  every  fubordinate  officer. 

As  I  iiave  touched  on  my  letters,  I  will  jufi:  obferve,  Sir,  that 
the  moil:  dlfagreeable  taflc  I  ever  experienced  was  that  of  wri- 
ting my  letter  of  the  30th  of  July.  However,  if  I  writ  ill,  I 
am  confident  that  I  fought  well;  and  the  dcfertion  of  the  trade 
of  France  was  evident  from  the  numbers  of  rich  captures  which 
we  made:  a  number  far  exceeding  any  thing  ever  known  in  fb 
fhort  a  period  !  His  majelly  noticed  this  in  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne. 

Mr.  Prefident,  I  now  defire  that  the  judge-advocate  may  be 
diredled  to  read  the  charge,  and  1  will  anfwer  the  feveral  accu- 
lations. 

The  Replies  of  Admiral  Keppel  to  the  Charges   againjl 

him. 

The  firjl  of  the  Charges^   contained  in  the  jirjl  article^  is, 

*«  That  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  177B,  having 
**  a  fleet  of  thirty  fliips  ot  the  line  under  my  connnand,  and 
*♦  being  then  in  the  prefence  of  a  French  lieet  of  the  like  num- 
*'  ber  of  fliips  of  the  line,  I  did  not  make  the  nccelTary  prepa- 
*'  rations  for  fight." 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  I  have  never  underftood  preparations 
for  fight  to  have  any  other  meaning  in  the  language  and  under- 
flanding  of  feamen,  than  that  each  particular  fliip,  under  the  di- 
reftion  and  difcipline  of  her  own  officers,  when  in  purfuit  of  an 
enemy,  be  in  every  refpect  cleared  and  in  readinels  for  action  ; 
the  contrary  of  which  no  admiral  of  a  fleet,  without  a  reafunahle 
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caufe,  Aviil  prefume:  and  as  from  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
when  the  French  fleet  had  got  to  windward,  to  the  time  of  the 
a£l:ion,  the  Britifli  fleet  was  in  unremitting  purfuit  of  them,  it 
is  ftiil  more  difhcuk  to  conceive  tliat  any  thing  more  is  mean£ 
by  this  charge,  than  what  is  immediately  after  coiiveyed  by  the 
charge  that  follows  it,  viz.  "  That  on  the  fame  morning  of 
*'  the  27tli  I  did  not  put  my  fleet  into  line  of  battle,  or  into 
"  any  order  proper  either  for  receiving  or  attacking  an  enemy 
<«  of  fuch  force." 

By  the  fecond  pr.rt  of  the  charge  I  feel  myfelf  attacked  in  the 
exercife  of  that  great  and  broad  line  of  difcretion,  which  every 
officer,  commanding  either  fleets  or  armies,  is  often  obliged,  both 
in  duty  and  confcience,  to  exercife  to  the  bciL  of  hisjutlgmcnt ; 
and  which,  depending  on  circumftances  and  iituations  infinitely 
Various,  cannot  be  reduced  to  any  pofitivc  rule  of  difcipline  or 
practice : — a  difcretion  which,  I  fubmlt  to  the  court,  I  was  pe- 
culiarly called  upon;  by  the  fbrongeft  and  befl  motives,  to  ex- 
ercife, which  I  therefore  did  exercife,  and  whicii,  in  my  public 
letter  tothe  Board  of  Admiralty,  I  openly  avowed  to  have  ex^r- 
cifed.  I  admit,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  I 
did  not  put  my  fleet  into  a  line  of  battle,  becaufc  I  hnd  it  not 
yn  my  choice  to  do  fo,  confillenily  with  ttie  certainty,  or  even 
the  probability,  of  either  giving  or  being  given  battle,  and  bs- 
caufe,  if  I  had  not  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  that  order,  in  which, 
if  the  election  had  been  mine,  I  fiiould  have  chofen  to  have  re- 
ceived or  attacked  a  vviiling  enemy,  I  Ihould  have  had  no  ene- 
iiiv  either  to  receive  or  attack. 

I  fliall  therefore,  in  anfwer  to  this  charge,  fubmit  to  the 
court  my  reafons  for  determining  to  bring  the  enemy  to  battle 
«t  all  events,  and  fliall  fhew,  that  any  other  order  than  that  in 
which  my  fleet  was  conduiSked,  from  my  firft  feeing  them  to 
the  moment  of  the  aclion,  v.v.s  incompatible  with  fuch  deter- 
mination. 

in  order  to  this  I  mufi:  call  the  attention  of  the  court  to  a  rc- 
trofpctllve  view  of  the  motions  of  the  two  fleets  from  their  flrfl: 
coming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

On  my  firft  difcovering  the  French  fleet  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  July,  I  made  the  neceliary  fignals  for 
forming  my  fleet  in  the  order  of  battle,  which  I  effedled  towards 
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the  evening,  nnd  brought  to  by  fignal,  nnd  lay  rill  the  morning, 
wht-n  perceiving  that  the  French  fleet  hati  gained  the  wind 
during  the  night,  and  carried  a  prefled  fail  to  preferve  it,  I  dif- 
continued  the  fignal  for  the  hne,  and  made  the  general  lignal 
to  chacc  to  windward,  -in  hopes  that  they  would  join  battle  with 
me,  rather  than  fuftcr  two  ot  their  capital  ihips  to  be  entirely 
feparated  from  them,  and  give  me  a  chance  ef  cutting  oiF  a 
third,  which  had  carried  away  a  top-maft  in  the  night,  and 
which,  but  for  a  ihift  of  wind,  1  muft  have  taken.  In  this, 
however,  I  was  difappointed  ;  for  they  fuffcred  two  of  them  ta 
•go  Ou' altogether,  and  continued  to  make  every  ufc  of  the  ad- 
vant.^ge  of  the  wind. 

This  airuiuous  endeavour  of  the  French  adaTiral  to  avoid 
condng  to  a(Si:ion,  which,  from  his  having  the  wind,  was  always 
in  his  option,  led  me  to  believe  that  he  expected  a  reinforce- 
ment. This  refle<Stion  woidd  alone  have  been  fufhcient  to  de- 
termine me  to  urge  my  purfuit,  in  as  colIe£led  a  body  as  the 
rature  of  fuch  a  purfuit  would  admit  of,  without  the  delay  of 
the  line,  and  to  feize  the  iirft  opportunity  of  bringing  on  aa 
engagement. 

But  I  had  oiher  rcafons  no  lefs  urgent. 

If  by  obftinately  adhering  to  the  line  of  battle,  T  had  fufier- 
ed,  as  1  inevitably  mufV,  the  -French  fleet  to  have  been  feparate'rl 
from  me  ;  and  if,  by  fuch  feparntion,  the  Englifli  convoys  froni 
the  E.itt  and  Weft  Indies.,  then  expecled  home,  had  been  cut 
off,  or  the  coaft  of  England  had  been  infulted,  vvhat  would  have 
been  my  lltuation! — .Sheltered  under  the  forms  of  difciphne,  I 
might  perhaps  have  efcaped  puni'hment,  but  I  couhi  not  have 
efcaped  cenfiire.  I  ihculd  neither  have  efcaped  the  contempt 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of  my  own  confcience. 

Moved  by  thefe  important  confiderations,  fupported  by  the 
exmiples  of  admiral  Kuffel,  and  other  great  commanders,  who., 
in  fimilar  fltuations,  had  ever  made  flricSl  orders  give  way  to 
reafonable  enterprize  ;  and  particidarly  encouraged  b-y  the  re- 
membrance of  having  myfelf  ferved  under  that  truly  great  ef- 
ficcr,  lord  Hawke,  when,  rejefting  ail  rules  and  forms,  he 
grafped  at  victory  by  an  irregular  attack,  I  determined  not  to 
Jofe  fight  of  the  French  fleet,  by  being  out-failed  from  preferv- 
ing  the  line  of  battle,  but  to  keep  my  fleet  ns  well  collecfed  as 
i  could,  and  near  enough  to  alfifl  and  a<!t  with  each  other,  ia 
''  3  F^  21  ciife 
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cafe   a  cliange  of   wind,    or    other  favourable  circumllances, 
fliould  enable  me  to  force  the  French  fleet  to  action. 

buch  were  my  feelings  and  reflexions  when  the  day  broke 
on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  at  which  time  the  fleet 
tinder  my  cotainand  was  in  the  following  polition  :  Vice-admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harland  was  about  four  miles  diftant,  on  the  Vic- 
tory's weather-quarter,  with  moft  of  the  fliips  of  his  own  divi- 
fion,  and  fome  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  centre.  Vice-admiral 
8ir  Hugh  Pallifer  at  about  three  miles  diftant,  a  point  before 
the  lee-beam  of  the  Victory,  with  his  main-fail  up,  which  ob- 
liged the  fliips  of  his  divifion  to  continue  under  an  cafy  fail. 

The  French  fleet  was  as  much  to  windward,  and  at  as  great 
a  di fiance  as  it  had  been  the  preceding  morning,  ftanding  with 
a  frcfli  wind  at  fouth-wefl:,  clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack, 
to  all  appearance  avoiding  me  with  the  fame  induflry  it  ever 
had  done. 

At  this  time,  therefore,  I  had  no  greater  inducement  to  form 
the  line,  than  I  had  the  morning  of  the  former  day  ;  and  I 
could  not  have  formed  it  without  greatly  increafing  my  diftance 
from  the  French  fleet,  contrary  to  that  plan  of  operation, 
"which  I  have  already  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  next  charges,  "  That  although 
''  my  fleet  was  already  difperfed  and  in  dlforder,  I,  by  making 
'*  the  Hgnal  for  feveral  fliips  in  his  divifion  to  chace  to  wind- 
<«  ward,  increafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of  my  fleet,  and 
*'  that  the  Ihips  were  in  conlequence  more  fcattered  than  they 
f»  had  been  the  day  before;  and  that,  whilfl:  in  this  diforder,  I 
*•'  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and  made  the  fignal  for  battle." 

In  this  part  of  the  charge  there  is  a  fludions  defign  to  mif- 
lend  the  underftanding,  and,  by  leaving  out  times  and  interme- 
diate events,  to  make  the  tranf.nftions  of  half  a  day  appear  but 
as  one  moment.  It  is,  indeed,  impoffible  to  read  it,  without 
being  polfefTed  with  the  idea,  that  at  half  part  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  J  made  the  fignal  for  fix  of  the  fliips  of  the  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  Line's  divifion  to  chace  to  windward,  I  was  in  the 
j,mmediate  profpedt  of  clofing  with  an  enemy,  approaching  me 
i.n  a  regular  line,  and  all, their  motions  plainly  indicating  a  defiga 
tc.  give  battle— inftead  of  whiclj,  both  the  fleets  were  on  the 
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larboard  tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three  leagues,  if  not  more, 

to  windward,  going  ofFclofe  by  the  wind  with  a  prcfTed  fail 

My  reafon,  therefore,  for  making  that  fignal,  at  half  paft  five, 
was  to  colle£l  as  many  fhips  to  windward  as  I  could,  in  order 
to  ftrengthen  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  in  cafe  I  Oiould  be 
able  to  get  to  a£l;ion,  and  to  fill  up  the  interval  betv/een  the 
Vi6lory  and  the  vice-admiral,  which  was  occafioned  by  his  be- 
ing far  to  leeward  j  and  it  is  plain  that  the  vice-admira!  mull: 
have  himfelf  underftood  the  object  of  the  fignal,  fince  it  has  ap- 
peared in  the  courfe  of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being  made, 
the  Formidable  fet  her  main-fail,  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
top-fail ;  and,  indeed,  the  only  reafon  why  it  was  not  originally 
made  for  the  whole  divifion,  was,  that  they  mufl;  have  then 
chaced  as  a  divifion,  which  would  have  retarded  the  beft  go- 
ing fiiips  by  an  attendance  on  the  vice-admiral. 

Things  were  in  this  fituation,  when,  at  half  paft  nine,  the 
French  admiral  tacked,  and  wore  his  whole  fleet,  and  fl^ood  to 
the  fouthward,  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  clofe  hauled  ;  but  the 
wind  immediately  after  the.y  wore  about,  coming  more  fouther- 
ly,  I  continued  to  (land  on  till  a  quarter  paft  ten,  at  which 
time  I  tacked  the  Britifh  fleet  together  by  fignal.  Soon  after 
we  wore  about,  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  the  wind  came  two 
points  in  our  favour  to  the  weftward,  which  enabled  us  to  lie 
up  for  a  part  of  them  ;  but  in  a  dark  fquall  that  foon  after 
came  on,  I  loft  fight  of  the  enemy  for  above  half  an  hour,  and 
when  it  cleared  away  at  eleven  o'clock,  I  difcovered  the  French 
fleet  had  changed  their  pofilion,  and  were  endeavouring  to 
form  the  line  on  the  larboard  tack,  which  finding  they  could 
not  efi'ecl  without  coming  within  gun-fiiot  of  the  van  of  the 
Britifli  fleet,  they  edged  down,  and  fired  on  my  headmoft  fliips, 
as  they  approached  them  on  the  contrary  tack,  at  a  quarter  af- 
ter eleven,  which  was  inftantly  returned ;  and  then,  and  not  till 
then,  I  made  the  fignal  for  battle.  All  this  happened  in  about 
half  an  hour,  and  muft  have  been  owing  to  the  enemy's  falling 
to  leeward  in  performing  their  evolution  during  the  fiquall, 
which  we  could  not  fee,  and  by  that  means  produced  this  fudden 
and  unexpected  opportunity  of  engaging  them,  as  they  were 
i^ear  three  leagues  a-head  of  me  when  the  fquall  came  on. 
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If,  therefore,  by  making  the  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle, 
when  the  van  of  my  fleet  wtis  thus  I'udJenly  getting  within 
reach  of  the  enemy,  and  well  conne&J  with  the  centre,  as 
my  accufcr  himfelf  has  admitted,  1  had  called  back  the  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  red,  the  French  fleet  might  either  have  formed 
their  line  compleat,  and  have  come  down  upon  my  fleet  wbii-t 
in  the  confulion  of  getting  into  order  of  battle,  or  (what  I  had 
ilill  greater  reafon  to  apprehend)  might  have  gone  off  to  wind- 
ward out  of  my  reach  altogether ;  for  even  as  it  v/as,  the  ene- 
my's van,  indead  of  comirjg  clofe  to  action,  kept  their  wind, 
and  paiTed  hardly  within  random  fhot. 

My  accufer  next  afTerts,  as  an  aggravation  of  his  former 
charge, 

*'  That  the  French  fleet  was  in  a  regular  line  on  that  tack 
■**  which  approached  the  Britifh  fleet,  all  their  motions  plainly 
<<  indicating  a  deilgn  to  give  battle." 

Both  which  faQs  have  already  been  ccntradicSled  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  even  his  own  wirnelTes:  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not 
in  a  regular  line  of  battle,  appeared  by  the  French  admiral  be- 
ing out  of  his  ftation,  far  from  the  centre  of  his  line,  and  next, 
or  very  near,  to  a  fliip  carrying  a  vice-admiral's  flag,  and  from 
feme  of  their  fhips  being  a-bread  of  each  other,  and  in  one, 
as  they  pafied  the  Engliih  fleet,  with  ot}\er  apparent  marks  of 
irregularity.  Indeed  every  motion  of  the  French  fleet,  from 
about  nine,  when  it  went  upon  the  ftarboard  tack,  till  the  mo- 
ment of  the  action,  and  even  during  the  aftion  itfelf,  I  appre- 
tend  to  be  decifive  againft  the  ailedged  indication  of  defigning 
battle;  for  if  the  French  admiral  had  really  defigned  to  come 
to  action,  I  apprehend  he  never  vv^ould  have  got  his  fleet  on  the 
contrary  tack  to  that  on  which  the  Briiiih  fleet  was  coming  up 
to  him,  but  would  have  Ihortencd  fail  and  v/aited  for  it,  form- 
ed in  the  line  on  the  fame  tack;  and  even  when  he  did  tack 
towards  the  Britilli  fleet,  the  ailedged  indication  is  ag;iin  direct- 
ly refuted,  by  the  van  of  the  French  fleet  hauling  their  v/ind 
sgain,  inftead  of  bearing  down  into  action,  and  by  their  hoifiing 
sio  colours  when  they  began  to  engage. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  incontrovertible  truths  my  accufer  im- 
p^tes  it  to  me  that  a  general  engagement  was  not  brought  on ; 
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but  it  is  evident  from  the  teftimony  of  every  wknefs  he  has  cal- 
led, that  a  general  engagement  wjs  never  in  my  choice  ;  and 
that  fo  far  from  its  being  prevented  by  my  not  having  formed 
the  line  of  battle,  no  engagement,  either  general  or  partial, 
could  have  been  brought  on  if  1  had  formed  it ;  indeed  it  is  a 
contradidlion  in  rerm»  to  fpeak  of  a  general  engagement,  where 
the  fleet  that  has  the  wind,  tacks  to  pafs  the  fxeet  to  leeward 
on  the  contrary  tack. 

Such  was  the  manner,  in  which,  after  four  days  purfuit,  1 
was  at  lad  enabled  by  a  favourable  fhift  of  wind  to  clofe  with 
the  fleet  of  France;  and  if  I  am  juftifiable  on  principle  in  the 
exercife  of  that  difcretion  which  1  have  been  fubmitting  to 
your  judgment,  of  bringing,  at  all  events,  an  unwilling  enemy 
to  battle,  I  am  certainly  not  called  upon  to  defcend  to  all  the- 
niinutiDe  of  confequences  refulting  from  fuch  enterprize,  even 
if  fuch  had  enfued,  as  my  accufer  has  afTerted,  but  which  his  own 
witnefles  have  not  only  failed  to  cftablini,  but  abfolately  refut- 
ed. It  would  be  an  infult  on  the  underflanding  of  the  courts 
were  I  to  offer  any  arguments,  to  fliew  that  fliips  which  engage 
without  a  line  of  battle,  cannot  lo  clofcly,  uniformly  and  mu- 
tually fupport  each  other,  as  when  circumltances  admit  of  a 
line  being  formed  ;  becaufe  it  is  felt-evident,  and  is  the  bafis  of 
ail  the  difcipline  atid  pradlice  of  lines  of  battle.  But  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  notwithftanding  I  had  no  choice  in  making  my 
difpofition  for  an  attack,  nor  any  polLbility  of  getting  to  bat- 
tle otherwife  than  I  did,  which  would  be  alone  fufncient  ta 
repel  any  charge  of  confequent  irregularity,  or  even  confufion, 
yet  it  is  not  necdTary  for  me  to  cLiim  the  protection  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  under  which  I  acfed,  becaufe  no  irregularity  or 
confufion  either  exifted  or  has  been  proved  ;  all  th.e  chacing 
fliips,  and  the  whole  fleet,  except  a  fliip  or  two,,  got  into  brittle,, 
and  into  as  clofe  battle  as  the  French  ilcet,  which  had  the  op- 
tion  by  being  to  windward,  chofe  to  give  them.  The  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  blue  himfelf,  though  in  the  rear,  was  out  of  ac- 
tion, in  a  fliort  tixne  after  the  Yicrory,  and  fo  far  from  being 
left  to  engage  fingly  and  unfupported,  was  palJed  during  the 
a£lion  by  three  fhips  of  his  own  dlviiion,  and  w^as  obliged  to 
back  his  mii:en-lop-nul  to  keen  cut  i;f  the  Hre  of  cue  of  the 

largest 


5^3 


504  APPENDIX.  No.  XIS. 

largefl  fhips  in  the  fleet,  which  muft  have  continued  near  him 
all  the  reft  of  the  tinrie  he  was  pafTmg  the  French  line,  as  I 
Ihall  prove  (he  was  within  three  cables  length  of  the  Formidable 
when  the  firing  ceafed. 

Anfnuer  to  the  Second  Article. 

The  moment  the  Vidlory  had  palTed  the  enemy's  rear,  my 
firft  objeft  was  to  look  round  to  the  pofition  of  the  fleet  which 
the  fmoke  had  till  then  obfcured  from  obfervation,  in  order  to 
determine  how  a  general  engagement  might  bed  be  brought  on 
after  the  fleet  (hould  have  palled  each  other. 

I  found  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  with  part  of  his  di- 
vifion  had  tacked,  and  was  ftanding  tovirards  the  enemy  with 
top  gallant  fails  fet,  the  very  thing  I  am  charged  with  not  hav- 
ing direct-d  him  to  do  ;  but  all  the  reft  of  the  fhips  that  had 
paiTed  a-head  of  me  were  ftill  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  fome  of 
them  dropping  to  leeward,  and  ieemingly  employed  in  repairing 
their  damages.  The  Victory  herfelf  was  in  no  condition  to 
tack,  and  I  could  not  immediately  v/ear  and  ftand  back  on  the 
fliips  coming  up  a-ll"ern  of  me  out  of  the  a£lion  (had  it  been 
otherwife  expedient)  v.'ithout  throwing  them  into  the  utmoft 
.confuGon.  Sir  John  Rofs,  who  very  gallantly  tried  the  experi- 
ment, having  informed  the  court  of  the  momentary  neceflity  he 
was  under  of  wearing  back  again  to  prevent  the  confequences 
I  have  mentioned,  makes  it  unneceftary  to  enlarge  on  the  pro- 
bable effect  of  fuch  a  general  manoeuvre,  with  all  the  fliips  a- 
head.  Indeed  I  only  remark  it  as  a  flrongly  relative  circum- 
ftance,  appearing  by  the  evidence  of  a  very  able  and  experienced 
officer,  and  by  no  means  as  a  juftification  for  having  ftood  away 
to  a  great  diftance  beyond  the  enemy  before  I  wore,  becaufe  the 
charge  itfelf  is  grofsly  falfe.  In  faft,  the  Victory  had  very  lit- 
tle way  while  her  head  was  to  the  fouthward,  and  although  her 
damages  were  confiderable,  was  the  firft  Pnip  of  the  centre  di- 
vifion,  that  got  round  towards  the  enemy  again,  and  fome  time 
before  the  reft  were  able  to  follow  her,  fince,  even  as  it  was, 
not  above  three  or  four  were  able  to  clofe  up  with  her  on  the 
larboard  tack ;  fo  that,  had  it  even  been  practicable  to  have 
wore  fooner  than  I  did,  no  good  purpofe  could  have  been  an- 
fvversd  by  it  5  hence  I  muft  have  only  wore  ths  fooner  back 
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again  to  have  coUeded  the  difableJ  Iliips  which  would  have 
been  thereby  left  ftill  farther  a-ftern. 

The  Formidable  was  no  otherwife  left  engaged  with  tlie  ene- 
my during  this  fliort  interval  than  as  being  in  the  rear,  which 
muft  always  ncceiTarily  happen  to  fliips  in  that  fituation,  when 
fleets  engage  each  other  on  contrary  tacks,  and  no  one  witnefs 
has  attempted  to  fpeak  to  the  danger  my  accufer  complains  of, 
except  his  own  captain,  who,  on  being  called  upon  to  fix  the 
time  when  fuch  danger  was  apprehended,  ftated  it  to  he  before 
the  Formidable  opened  her  lire,  which  renders  the  applicatiori 
of  it  as  a  confcquence  of  the  fecond  ch?rgc  too  abfard  to  de- 
mand a  refutation. 

Arifvjer  to  the  third  Article, 

As  foon  as  I  had  wore  to  ftand  towards  the  enemy,  I  hauled 
down  the  iignal  for  battle,  which  I  judged  improper  to  be  kept 
abroad  till  the  Ihips  could  recover  their  ilations,  or  at  leaft  get 
near  enough  to  fupport  each  other  in  a£l:on.  In  order  to  call 
them  together  for  that  purpofe,  i  immediately  made  the 
fignal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a-head  of  all  the  centre  and  red 
divifion,  I  embraced  that  opportunity  of  unbending  her  main- 
top-fall, which  was  totally  unferviceable,  and,  in  doing  which, 
the  utmofl  expedition  was  ufed,  the  fhips  a-ftern  of  me  doing 
all  they  could  in  the  mean  time  to  get  into  their  ftation ;  fothat 
no  time  was  loft  by  this  necefiary  operation. 

The  Formidable  was  a-head  of  the  ViiElory  during  this  period  j 
it  was  her  flation  in  the  line  on  that  iack.  Yet,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment my  accufer  dares  to  charge  me  with  not  calling  the  fhips 
together  to  renew  the  attack,  he  himfclf,  though  his  fliip  was  in 
a  manageable  condition,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  his  own 
captain,  and  though  he  had  wore,  expctSling,  as  he  fays,  tl^e 
battle  to  be  renewed,  quitted  his  ftation  ui  the  front  of  tliat  line 
of  battle,  the  fignal  for  which  was  flying,  paficd  to  leeward  of 
me  on  the  {larboard  tack  while  I  was  advancing  to  the  enemy, 
and  never  came  into  the  line  during  the  relt  of  the  day. 

In  this  fituation  I  judged  it  neceffary  that  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  who  was  to  windward,  and  pafhng  forward  on  my 
weaihcr-bovv,  with  (iii.  or  fcvcn   fldps  oi  his  divilion,  fliould 
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lead  on  the  larboard  tack,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  fliips 
which  had  come  laft  out  of  aftioH  to  repair  their  damages,  and 
get  collcdled  together;  and  the  fignal  appointed  by  the  31ft 
article  of  the  fighting  inftru<n:ions  not  being  applicable,  as  the 
French  fleet  was  fo  nearly  a-head  of  us,  that  by  keeping  clofe 
to  the  wind  we  could  only  have  fetched  them,  I  made  the 
Proferpine's  fignal,  in  or:der  to  have  difpatched  captain  Sutton 
with  a  meflage  to  vice-admiral  Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  lead  the 
fleet  to  the  larboard  tack;  but,  before  he  left  the  Victory  with 
the  orders  he  had  received,  the  French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to 
the  fouthward,  forming  their  line  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  their 
ihips  advancing  regularly  out  of  a  colle£ted  body,  which  they 
*  had  got  into  from  the  operation  of  wearing,  and  not  from  any 
diforder  or  confufion  which  really  exifted.  I  could  have  derived 
no  Immediate  advantage  from  it,  not  having  a  fufficient  force 
colle61:ed  to  prevent  their  forming,  by  an  attempt  to  renew  the 
attack.  The  Vidory  was  at  this  time  the  nearefl:  fliip  to  the 
enemy,  with  no  more  than  three  or  four  of  the  centre  divifion, 
in  any  fituation  to  have  fupported  her  or  each  other  irj  adion. 
The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  on  the  flarboard  tack,  /land- 
ing jjway  from  his  ftation,  totally  regardlefs  of  the  fignal  that 
was  flying  to  form  the  line,  and  mofl:  of  the  other  fliips,  except 
the  red  divifion,  whofe  pofition  I  have  already  flatcd,  were  far 
a-ftern,  and  five  difabled  fhips  at  a  great  di fiance  on  the  lee 
quarter.  Moft  of  thefe  fads  are  already  eftabliOied  by  the  ac- 
ciifer's  own  evidence.  I  flnll  prove  and  confirm  them  all  by 
the  tedimony  of  that  part  of  the  fleet,  whofe  Gtuations  will  en- 
able them  to  fpeak  to  them  with  certainty. 

I  truft  they  will  convince  the  court,  that  I  had  it  not  in  my 
]X)wer  to  collecl:  the  fleet  together  torenew  the  fight  at  that  time, 
and  that,  from  their  not  being  able  to  follow  me,  I  confequently 
could  not  advance  with  them  ;  that  I  did  not  haul  down  the  fig- 
nal for  battle  till  it  ceafed  to  be  capable  of  producing  any  good 
effect ;  that,  during  the  whole  time  I  flood  towards  the  enemy, 
I  endeavoured  by  the  moft  forcible  of  all  fignals,  the  fignal  for 
the  line  of  battle,  to  call  the  fhips  togetlier  in  order  to  renew  the 
attack;  that  I  did  avail  myfelf  of  the  fliips  that  were  with  the 
vic?-adiuiral  of  the   red  as  far  as  circumflances  admitted  ;  and. 

that 
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that  I  therefore  did  do  the  utmoft  in  my  power  to  take,  fink, 
burn,  and  deftroy  the  French  fleet,  which  had  attacked  the  Bri- 
tiih  fleet. 

Anfiver  to  the  Fourth  Article. 

The  French  fleet  having  wore  and  begun  to  form  their  line, 
on  the  ftarboard-tack,  by  the  wind,  which,  if  they  had  kepr, 
would  have  brought  them  clofe  up  with  the  centre  divirion,lb'JU 
afterwards  edged  away,  pointing  towards  four  or  Ave  of  the  dif- 
abled  fliips,  which  were  at  a  diftance  to  leeward,  and  with  evi- 
dent intention  to  have  feparated  them  from  the  rell  of  the  fleet  j 
ito  prevent  which,  I  made  the  flgnal  to  wear,  and  flood  athwart 
their  van,  in  a  diagonal  courfe,  to  give  procedion  to  thofe  crip- 
pled lliips,  keeping  the  fignal  for  the  line  flying  to  form  and  col- 
le£l  the  fleet  on  the  flarboard  tack.  As  I  had  thus  been  obliged 
to  alter  my  difpolltion,  before  captain  Sutton  left  the  Vi£lorv 
with  my  former  meffage,  I  difpatchcd  him  with  orders  to  ths 
vice-admiral  of  the  red  to  form  with  his  divifion  at  a  diftanca 
a-ftern  of  the  Victory,  to  cover  the  rear,  and  keep  the  enemy 
in  check,  till  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  fliould  come  into  his 
flation  with  his  divifion,  in  obedience  to  the  fignal.  Thefe  or- 
ders the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  inftantly  obeyed,  and  was 
formed  in  my  wake  before  four  o'clock,  when,  finding  that 
while  by  the  courfe  I  fleered  to  protert  the  crippled  fliips,  I  was 
nearer  the  enemy,  the  vice-admiial  of  the  blue  ftiil  continued 
to  ly  to  windward,  and  by  fo  doing  kept  his  divifion  from  join- 
ing me,  I  made  the  fignal  for  lliips  to  bear  down  into  my  wake, 
and  that  it  n\ight  be  the  better  diftinguiflied,  (both  being  fignals 
at  the  mizen-peak,)  I  hauled  down  the  fignal  for  the  line  for 
about  ten  niinqtes,  and  then  hoifled  it  again.  This  fignal  he 
repeated,  though  he  had  not  repeated  that  for  the  line  of  bat- 
tle ;  but  by  not  bearing  down  himfelf,  he  led  the  fliips  of  his 
divifion  to  interpret  his  repeating  it  as  requiring  tliem  to  com£ 
into  his  wake  inftead  of  mine. 

Having  now  accompliflied  the  protedionof  thedifabled  flaips^ 

and  the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form  their  line,  ranging  up 

to  leeward,  parallel  to  the  centre  divifion,  my  only  obje<£l:  was 

to  form  mine,  in  order  to  bear  down  upon  thcui  to  renew  the 
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battle  ;  and  therefore,  at  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock»  after  ha- 
ving repvfateU  the  fignal  for  fliips  to  windward  to  bear  down 
into  my  wake  with  no  better  effect  than  before,  I  fent  the  Mil- 
ford  with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  to  flretch  a-head, 
and  take  his  ftation  in  the  line,  which  he  inflantly  obeyed  j  and 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  being  flill  to  windward,  with  his 
fore'top-faiL  unbent,  and  making  no  vifible  efibrt  to  obey  the  fig- 
nal, which  had  been  flying  the  whole  afternoon,  I  Tent  out  the 
Fox,  at  five  o'clock,  with  orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into  my 
wake,  and  to  tell  him,  that  I  only  waited  for  him,  and  his  divi- 
fion,  to  renew  the  battle.  While  I  was  difpatchingdiefe  frigates, 
having  before  hauled  down  the  fignal  to  come  into  my  wake,  I 
put  aboard  the  fignal  for  all  fliips  to  come  into  their  ftations, 
always  keeping  the  fignal  for  the  line  flying.  All  this  producing 
no  effect  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  wearied  out  with 
fruitlefs  expectation,  at  fevcn  o'clock  I  made  the  fignal  for  each 
particular  fliip  of  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue's  divifion  to  come 
into  her  ftation  ;  but,  before  they  had  accompliflied  it,  night 
put  an  end  to  all  farther  operations. 

It  may  be  obfervcd,  that,  amongfl;  thcfe  fignals,  I  did  not 
make  the  Formidablc's.  If  the  vice-admiral  chufes  to  confider 
this  as  a  culpable  neglect,  I  can  only  fay,  that  it  occurred  to- 
me to  treat  him  with  a  delicacy  due  to  his  rank,  which  had 
fome  time  before  induced  me  to  fend  him  the  meilage  by  cap- 
tain "SVindfor,  the  particuLirs  of  which  he  has  already  faithfully 
related  to  the  court. 

I  trufl:  1  have  little  reafon  to  apprchaid  that  the  court  will  bs 
mclined  to  confider  my  conduct  as  I  have  ftated  it,  in  anfwer 
to  this  fourth  article  of  the  charge,  as  difgraceful  to  the  Britifla 
llag.  After  I  had  put  upon  the  fiune  tack  with  the  enemy,  to 
protect  the  dif.ibled  part  of  my  fleet,  and  to  collet  the  reft  to- 
gether, there  would  have  been  little  to  do  to  renew  the  battle, 
but  bearing  right  down  upon  the  enemy,  if  my  accufer  had  led 
his  divifion  in  obedience  to  the  repeated  fignals  and  orders  which 
1  luve  ftated.  The  Vi6tory  never  went  more  than  two  knots, 
was  under  her  double-reefed  top-fail,  and  fore-fail  much  fihat- 
tcred,  which  kept  the  fldps  that  were  near  her  under  their  top- 
fail,  and   fuffercd  the  French  fleet,  which  might  always  have 
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brought  me  to  a6tIon,  If  they  had  Inclined  to  do  it,  to  range 
up  parallel  with  the  centre,  under  very  little  fail.  It  was  to 
prote£l  the  five  difabkd  fliips  above-mentioned,  and  to  give  the 
reft  time  to  form  Into  fome  order,  that  I  judged  it  might  be 
expedient  to  ftand  as  I  did  under  that  eafy  fail,  than  to  bring 
to  with  my  head  to  the  fouthwai  d.  The  court  will  judge  whe- 
ther it  was  pofiible  for  any  ofHcer  in  the  fervice  really  to  be- 
lieve that  thcfc  operations  could  give  the  appearance  of  a  flight, 
or  furniih  a  rational  pretence  to  the  French  admiral  to  claim 
the  Yidory,  or  publifli  to  the  world  that  the  Britifii  fleet  had 
run  away. 

Attfiver  to  the  Fifth  Art'ich, 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July,  the  French  fleet,  (cx^ 
cept  three  fail  which  were  feen  upon  the  lee  quarter)  was  only 
vlfible  from  the  maft-heads  of  fome  of  the  fhips  of  the  BritiCh 
fleet,  and  at  a  diftance  from  me,  which  afforded  not  the  fmall- 
eft  profpedl  of  coming  up  with  them,  more  ef[>eciaHy  as  their 
ihips,  though  certainly  much  damaged  in  their  hulls,  had  not 
apparently  fullered  much  in  their  mafls  and  fails.  Whereas  the 
fleet  under  my  command  was  generally  and  greatly  fhattercd  in 
their  mafts,  yards  and  rigging,  and  many  of  them  unable  to 
carry  fail.  As  to  the  three  French  fhips,  f  made  the  fignal  at 
Ave  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  the  Duke,  Bienfaifant,  Prince 
George,  and  Eiifabeth,  to  give  them  cbace,  judging  them  to  be 
the  psoperefl  fliips  for  that  purpofe,  but  the  two  1a/1  were  not 
able  to  carry  fufRcient  fail  to  give  even  countenance  to  the  pur- 
fuit  •,  and  looking  round  to  the  general  condition  of  my  fleet,  I 
faw  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  either  a  general  or  a  partial  cbace. 
Indeed  my  accufer  does  not  venture  to  alledge  that  there  was 
any  probability,  or  even  poffibility,  of  doing  it  wixh  eiyc(fl,  which 
dcftroys  the  whole  imputation  of  his  charge. 

Under  ihefe  circumllances  I  could  not  miftakc  my  duty,  and 
I  was  refblved  not  to  facrifice  it  to  an  empty  fhew  and  appear- 
ance, which  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  an  ofhcer,  unconfcious  ol 
any  failure  or  neglcdl.  To  have  urged  a  fruitlcis  purfuit,  with 
a  licet  fo  greatly  crippled  in  its  mafls  and  fails,  after  a  diftant 
and  flying  enemy,  within  reneh  of  their  own  ports,  and  with  a 
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frefli  wind  blowing  fair  for  their  port,  with  a  large  fwell,  would 
have  been  not  only  wantonly  cxpofing  the  Britiili  fleet  under  my 
command  without  end  or  obje£l,  but  mifleading  and  defeating 
its  operations,  by  delaying  the  refitment  neceffary  for  carrying 
on  the  future  fervice  with  vigour  and  efFe£l. 

My  accufer  aflerts,  by  a  general  conclufion  to  the  five  articles 
exhibited  againfl:  me,  that,  from  what  he  ftates  as  inftances  of 
mifcondudl  and  negledt  in  me,  •'  a  glorious  opportunity  was  loft 
«  of  doing  a  mod  eflential  fervice  to  the  ftatc,"  and  that  the 
honour  of  the  Britifh  navy  was  tarniflied. 

The  truth  of  the  afiTertion,  That  an  opportunity  was  loft,  I 
am  not  called  upon  either  to  combat  or  deny.  It  is  fufficientfor 
me,  if  I  (hall  be  fuccefsful  in  proving,  that  that  opportunity 
was  feized  by  me,  and  followed  up  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
power ;  if  the  court  fhall  be  of  that  opinion,  I  am  fatisfied  ; 
and  it  will  then  reft  with  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  to  ex- 
plain to  what  caufe  it  is  to  be  referred,  that  the  glorious  oppor- 
tunity he  fpeaks  of  was  loft,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be,  imputed, 
(if  the  fa(5l  be  true),  that  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  navy  has 
been  tarniflied. 

Having  now,  Sir,  finlfhed  my  replies,  I  fhall  call  witnefles  to 
prove  my  innocence.  I  have  heard  it  aflerted  as"  matter  of  right 
to  alter  a  log-book.  I  will  only  fay,  that  there  is  a  wide  difte- 
rence  between  correcting  inaccuracies,  and  malicious  alterations 
for  the  purpofe  of  aiding  malicious  profecutions. 

As  to  my  profecutor,  I  have  even  his  own  letters,  of  as  late 
date  as  the  5th  of  Oclober,  wherein  he  thus  writes  to  me,  "  I 
*<  know  that  you  would  rather  meet  the  French  fleet."  Yes, 
Sir,  that  very  French  fleet  which  he  afterwards  acciifed  me  of 
running  away  from  I  I  cannot  produce  thefe  letters  in  evidence, 
but  I  will  fliow  them  to  any  gentleman  out  of  court  who  tlefires 
to  fee  them.  I  will  alfo  ih'ow  to  any  gentleman  a  paper  which 
my  profecutor  requefted  me  to  fign  but  a  very  fliort  time  ago, 
and  I  refufed  to  fign  it.  In  the  news-papers  my  profecutor  de- 
nied receiving  any  meflage  by  the  Fox  frigate.  Captain  Wind- 
for  fwore  to  the  delivery  of  fuch  a  mefiage.  He  proved  in  evi- 
dence that  he  received  the  meftage  from  me  at  fiv«  o'clock,  and 
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delivered  it  to  the  vice-admiral  himfelf  at  half  part  five  o'ciock. 
Captain  Bazely  endeavoured  to  refute  this  evidence:  but  1  fliall 
call  witncfTes  to  prove  the  delivery  of  the  melTage-  My  con- 
fciencc  is  perfectly  clear.  I  have  no  fecret  machinations,  no 
dark  contrivances  to  anfwer  for.  My  heart  does  not  reproach 
nie.  As  to  my  enemies,  I  would  not  vvifli  the  greateft  enemy 
I  have  in  the  world  to  be  afflicted  with  fo  heavy  a  punilhment 
as my  accufer's  gonfcience. 
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No.  XX.  (P.  445.) 

Admiral  Keppel's  Letter  to  the  AJmiralty. 

VlHory,  at  fta^  July  ^Oy   177?. 
S  I  R, 

Mt  letters  of  the  23d  and  24th  inftant,  by  the  Peggy  and 
Union  cutters,  acquainted  you,  for  their  lordlliips  information, 
that  I  was  in  purfuit,  with  the  king's  tlcet  under  my  command, 
of  a  numerous  fleet  of  French  Ihips  of  war. 

From  that  time  till  the  27th,  the  winds  conflantly  in  the 
S.  W.  and  N.  W.  quarters,  fometimes  blowing  ftrong,  and  the 
French  fleet  always  to  windward  going  off",  I  made  ufe  of  every 
method  to  clofe  in  with  them  that  was  pofTible,  keeping  the 
king's  fhips  at  the  fame  time  collecfted,  as  much  as  the  nature  of 
a  purfuit  would  admit  of,  and  which  became  neceflary  from  the 
cautiou.s  manner  the  French  proceeded  in,  and  the  difinclina- 
tion  that  appeared  in  tiiem  to  allow  of  my  bringing  the  king's 
fhips  clofe  up  to  a  regular  engagement:  this  left  but  little  other 
chance  of  getting  in  with  them,  than  by  feizing  the  opportu- 
nity that  offered,  the  morning  of  the  27lh,  by  the  wind's  ad- 
mitting of  the  van  of  the  king's  fleet  under  my  command,  lead- 
ing up  with,  and  clofing  with,  their  centre  and  rear. 

The  French  began  firing  upon  the  headmofl  of  vice-admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harland's  divifion,  and  the  fl^ips  with  him,  as  they 
led  up  ;  which  cannonade  the  leading  fliijw,  and  the  vice-admi- 
ral foon  returned,  as  did  every  fhip  as  they  could  clofe  up  :  the 
chace  had  occafioned  their  being  extended ;  neverthelefs  they 
were  all  foon  in  battle. 

The  fleets,  bemg  upon  different  tacks,  pafled  each  other  very 
clofe  ;  the  objecT:  of  the  French  feemed  to  be  the  diflabling  of 
the  king's  fliips  In  their  mafts"  and  fails,  in  which  tliey  fo  far 
fucceeded  as  to  prevent  many  of  the  fhips  of  my  fleet  being  able 
to  follow  me  when  I  wore  to  fliand  after  the  French  fleet ;  this 
obliged  me  to  wear  again  to  join  thofe  fliip?,  and  thereby  allow- 
ed of  the  French  fcrminjr  their  fleet  again,  and  ranging  it  in  a 
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line  to  leeward  of  the  king's  fleet  towards  the  clqfe  of  the  day; 
which  I  did  not  difcourage,  but  allovved  of  their  doing  it  with- 
out firing  upon  them,  thinking  they  meant  h?.ndfomeIy  to  try 
their  force  with  us  the  next  morning ;  but  they  had  been  fo 
beaten  in  the  day,  that  they  took  the  advantage  of  the  night  to 
go  off. 

The  wind  and  weather  being  fuch  that  they  could  reach  their 
iown  fiiores  before  there  was  any  chance  of  the  king's  fleet  get- 
ting up  with  them,  in  the  ftate  the  lliips  were  in,  in  their  mafts, 
yards,  and  fails,  left  me  no  choice  of  what  was  proper  and  ad- 
vifable  to  do. 

The  fpirited  conduft  of  vice-admiral  Sir  Robert  liarland, 
vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  and  the  captains  of  the  fleet, 
fupported  by  their  officers  and  men,  deferves  much  commenda- 
tion. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  is  herewith  inclofed. 
'    1  fend  captain  Faulkener,  captain  of  the  Vicloryj  with  this 
account  to  their  iordilaips,  and  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient. 

And  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  Keppei,. 

Philip  Stephens,  Efq;  fecretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

L'lji  of  men  killed  and  nvounded^  in  the  aSliofi  'with  the  French  Jltety 
the  21  th  of  July y  1778. 
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Ships  names. 

Kilhd. 

IJ^oitnded. 

Ships  names. 

Killed.  Wounded, 

Monarch 

2 

9 

Prince  Geor 

Se    5 

15 

Exeter 

4 

6 

Vengeance 

4 

18 

X^een 

I 

2 

Vforcefter 

3 

5 

Shrewfbury 

3 

6 

Elizabeth 

7 

Berwick 

JO 

1 1 

Defiance 

8 

'7 

Stirling  Caftle 

2 

11 

Robufte 

5 

17 

,Courageux 

6 

U 

Formidable 

16 

49 

'J  hunderer 

2 

5 

Ocean 

2 

18 

'Vigilant 

2 

3 

America 

I 

J7 

■•Sandwich 

2 

20 

Terrible 

9 

21 

;V3l!ant 

6 

26 

Egmont 

12 

»9 

Viaory 

1 1 

24 

Ramillies 

12 

16 

Foudroyant 

5 

18 

- 

Total 

133 

373 

Vot.  IV.. 

1 

T 
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LIST  of   the  BRITISH   FLEET  at  failing. 
Line    of    Battle. 

Monarch  to  lead  on  the  Aarboard  tack— Ramillies  on  the  larboard  tack. 


u 

Ships. 

3 

g                  Commanders. 

Frigaics. 

3 

^ 

C5 

S 

3 

3 

Monarch 

Shrewfbury 

Heftor 

Exeter 

Centaur 

74 

74 
74 
64 

74 

<Soo     Capt,  Rowley 

(Soo     Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofs 

600     Sir  John  Hamilton 

$00     Captain  Nott 

600                  C' Iby 

1 

Duke 

90 

750                    Brereton 

("Sir   Robert    H«irland,    Bart. 

Queen 

)      Vice-admiral  of  the  Red, 

Fox 

it) 

Hon.—  Windfoi 

PC 

"^^      Commander  in  id  port. 

(,Capt.  Prefcot 

3 

Cumherland 

74 

5o'j 

Peyton 

Herwick 

7-! 

600 

H  .n.  Keith  Srewart 

S:ir!tng  Caflle 

64 

74 

J   0 

Sir  Charles  D  .uglas,  Bart. 

- 

rhu  .dcrer 

H    ...  Bi.yle  W  Iflnyham 

C  •uraf;i-nx 

74 

)00 

Righ    H  >n.  L  rd  Mulgravt 

z 

Sandvich 

9'-' 

750 

C^pt.  Ed-a.-li. 

3 

vauut 

74 

<5oo 

H'.n.  Levii>'i  G"Wfr 

Profcrpint 

i8 

Sutton 

'H.jfi.  Au!ni(Vus  Keppel,  Arl- 

.\ndromedi 

3i 

miral    )f   the   Blue,   Com- 

t'luto 

1  fire-fhip 

I 

VifVory 

iOC 

*94 ' 

maiider  in  chief. 
Rear  admiral  Campbell 

\rcthura 

Vulcan 

?» 

M.rfbal 

d  fiie-fhip 

Capt.  F^utkcncr 

Medea 

3i 

Moniago 

3 

Foudrnyant 

8g 

(jJO 

Jarvis 

tlattkrlnake 

1  cutter 

1 

Priiice  Georgt 

90 

7SO 

Sir  John  Lindfay,  K.  B. 

3 

Rienfiifjnt 

64 

JOO 

Capt.  M' Bride 

Vengeance 

74 

600 

Clcme  ts 

Vigi  aiit 

64 
«54 

?oo 

Ki'igi'mill 

Worcefter 

Capt.  R  jbinfon 

Elizabeth 

7  + 

rtoo 

Hon.  F.  Maitland 

Defiance 

64 

500 

Capt.  Goodal 

Robuno 

74 

Soo 

H.od 

rsir     Hugh     Pallifer,     Bart. 

X 

Formidable 

90 

^  J      Vice-admiral  of  the  Blue, 
'''^      Commander  in  3d  poll. 

Milford 

51 

Sir  W.  Burnaby 

V 

^Capt.  Bazely 

Ocean 

90 

750 

Liforcy 

3 

America 

64 

500 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Longford 

E^m^uit 

74 

600 

Capt.  Allen 

A 

Terrible 

74 

«5oo 

Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  Bt. 

Ramillies 

74 

eoo 

Hon.  Robert  Digby 

The  Refolu  ion  and  Defence,  of  74  guni  each,  failed  afterwards,  and  joino^t  the  fleet, 
It  feips  of  <hc  line,  lotni.iting  »4j8  guns,  and  carrying   19738  meo.—S  frigates,  and 

■         A  firs-fh!ps. 

A  com'' 
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A  complete  Lijl  of  the  French  jleei  under  the  command  of  M.  d'Or^ 
villierSy  admirals  Compte  du  Chaffaulty  vice-admira/f  and  the 
Due  de  ChartreSf  rear-admiraL 


Ships.           G 

uns. 

Men, 

Ships.            G 

'uns. 

Men, 

La  Bretagne, 

no 

1200 

La  Dauph.  Royale, 

74 

800 

ViUe  de  Paris, 

90 

950 

Reflechi, 

64 

650 

St.  Efprlt, 

80 

920 

Vengeur, 

64 

650 

Couronne, 

80 

920 

Triton, 

64 

650 

D.  de  Bourgbgne, 

,  80 

920 

Alexandre, 

64 

650 

Diademej 

74 

800 

Sphinx, 

64 

6^i> 

Glorieui, 

74 

800 

Solitaire, 

64 

650 

Conquerant, 

74 

800 

St.  Michel, 

64 

650 

Zodiac, 

74 

800 

Artifien, 

64 

650 

Intrepide, 

74 

800 

Eveille, 

64 

650 

Palnjier, 

74 

800 

Adliohnaire, 

64 

650 

L'Aaif, 

74 

800 

Rolandc, 

64 

650 

Fendent, 

74 

800 

Indien, 

64 

650 

Orient, 

74 

800 

Amphion, 

SO 

500 

Magnifiquc, 

74 

800 

Fier, 

50 

500 

Robufte, 

74 

800 

1 3   frigates,   and 

4    : 

ftore- 

Bien  Aime, 

74 

800 

fhips. 

32  fhips  of  the  line  mounting  2270  guns,  carrying  24,110 
men. 

N.  B.  The  above  fhips  were  all  in  the  a£lion  of  the  27th  of 
July,  except  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  and  the  Alexandre, 
•who  were  feparated  from  the  fleet  in  a  gale  of  wind  on 
the  25  th. 
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Admiralty- Office,  March  24,  1779. 

"Copy  of  a  letter  from  tie  Honour ahle  Rear-admiral  Barrington  U 
Mr.  Stephens. 

Prince  ofTValesy  in  the  Grand  CuI'de  SaCy  in  the 
If  and  of  St.  Lucia,  December  23,  1778. 

SIR, 

IN  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  laft  month,  from  Barbadoes, 
(No.  21.)  !  informed  you  of  the  Venus's  arrival  there  with  an 
account  of  commodore  Hotham's  being  on  his  way  to  join  me  : 
and  you  will  now  be  pleafcd  to  acquaint  my  Lords  CommiflTion- 
ers  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  commodore  arrived  there  -the 
loth  inftnnt,  with  his  majefly's  mips  the  Nonfuch,  St.  Alban's, 
Prefton,  Centurion,  liis,  and  Carcafs,  and  fifty-nine  tranfports, 
having  on  board  50CO  troops,  under  the  command  of  major- 
general  Grant. 

To  fave  time,  and  prevent  the  confufion  naturally  arifing 
from  a  change  of  fignals  among  the  tranfports,  I -adopted  thofer 
of  the  commodore  5  and,  diretiing  him  to  lead  with  the  land- 
ing divifion,  put  to  fea  the  12th  in  the  morning,  in  order  to 
carry  into  execution  their  Lordfhips  fecret  infl:ru£lions  ;  and, 
about  thrfee  o'clock  on  the  day  following,  anchored  here  with 
the  whole  fquadron,  except  the  Ariadne,  Ceres,  Snake,  Bar- 
badoes,  and  Pelican,  which  I  had  ftationed  along  the  coaft,  to 
intercept  any  veflels  attempting  to  efcape. 

More  than  half  the  troops  were  landed  the  fame  evenings 
under  the  dire£lion  of  the  commodore,  aflTifled  by  the  captains 
Griffith,  Braithwaite,  and  Onflow,  and  the  Remainder  the 
next  morning,  (tlie  14th), when  they  immediately  got  pofTefTion 
of  the  Carenage ;  and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  removed  the 
tranfports  thither  as  foon  as  poflible.  had  not  that  meafure  beea 
prevented  by  the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand 
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'mand  of  Count  d'Eftaing,  of  which  I  received  notice  In  the 
xvening'by  fignal  from  the  Ariadne. 

It  therefore  became  neceflary  to  fecure  the  tranfports  as  well 
-as  we  could  in  the  bay ;  and  the  whole  night  was  accordingly 
'employed  In  warping  them  within  the  fliips  of  war,  and  difpo- 
"fing  of  the  latter  in  a  line  acrofs  the  entrance,  in  the  order  they 
ftand  in  the  margin  * ;  the  Ifis  to  windward,  rather  inclining 
into  the  bay,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  the  moll:  power- 
ful fliip,  the  outermoft,  and  to  leeward,  and  the  Venus,  Au- 

Tora,  and  Ariadne,  flanking  the  fpace  between  the  Ifis  and  the 
Ihore,  to  prevent  the  enemy  forcing  a  paflage  that  way. 

Almoft  all  the  tranfports  had  fortunately  got  within  the  line 

"Ijefore  half  paft 'eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  when  the 
Count  thought  proper  to  bear  down  and  attack  us  with  ten  fail  df 
the  line,  happily  without  doing  us  any  material  injury  j  and  at  four 
in  the  afternoon  he  made  a  fecond  attack  upon  us  with  twelve 
fail  of  the  line,  with  no  other  fuccefs,  however,  than  killing 
two  men,  and  wounding  feven,  on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

'and  wounding  one  alfo  on  board  the  Ariadne,  who  is  fince 
dead.     But  I  have  reafon  to  believe  the  enemy  received  confi- 

■^erable  damage,  as  their  manoeuvres  betrayed  great  confufion ; 
and  one  of  their  fliips  in  particular,  which  fell  to  leeward, 
feemed  difabled  from  carrying  the  necefTary  fail  to  get  to  wind- 
ward again. 

'  The  next  day  (the  i6th)  the  Count  fhewed  a  difpofition  to 
attack  us  a  third  time;  but  on  the  appearance  of  a  frigate  /land- 
ing for  his  fleet,  with  feveral  fignals  flying,  he  plied  to  wind- 
Ward,  and  in  the  evening  anchored  off  Gros-Iflet,  about  two 

'leagues  from  us,  where  he  ftill  continues  with  ten  frigates,  be- 
iides  his  twelve  fail  df  the  line  ;  and,  notwithftanding  this  fu- 
periority  of  force,  he  has  been  accompanied  from  his  firft  ap- 
pearance by  feveral  American  privateers,  one  of  them  command- 
ed by  the  outlaw  Cunningham,  who  lafl  winter  infefled  the 


coafl  of  Portu 

sal. 

•  Ifis, 

so 

Cenfuritn, 

S<» 

St.  Albark's, 

64 

Prc-aon, 

so 

B.>yne, 

68 

Prince  of  Wales, 

74 

'Nonfacb, 

«4 

That 


jiU  iV    P    P    E    K    D    I    X.  No.  XXtl. 

That  night  and  the  next  day  the  enemy  landed  a  large  body 
of  troops  from  a  number  of  floops  and  fchodners  which  had  an- 
chored in  Du  Choc  bay,  and  the  i8th  made  a  fpirited  attack, 
both  by  land  and  fea,  on  our  poft  at  the  Carenage,  but  met 
with  a  very  fevere  check,  having  been  repulfed,  with  great  car- 
nage, by  a  fmall  detachment  of  our  troops  under  brigadier- 
general  Meadows. 

They  have  attempted  nothing  of  confequence  fince,  and 
what  may  be  their  future  plan  of  operations  I  cannot  conjec- 
ture :  but  their  continuance  at  anchor  has  afforded  us  an  op- 
portunity not  only  of  getting  in  all  the  cruizers  except  the  Ce- 
reSj  and  all  the  tranfports  except  one  (with  only  the  baggage  of 
the  officers  of  three  companies  on  board),  which  has  fallen  in^ 
to  the  enemy's  hands,  but  alfo  of  ftrengthening  ourfelves  bf 
warping  the  fliips  of  war  farther  into  the  bay,  and  making  the 
line  more  compa£l,  removing  the  Venus  a-ftern  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  flank  that  pafTage,  and  ereding  batteries  at  each 
point  of  the  bay  j  that  to  the  northward  under  the  diredliorl 
of  the  captain?  Gumming  and  Robertfon,  and  that  to  the  fouth- 
vrard  under  captain  Fergufon. 

This  being  the  fituation  of  the  fquadron,  and  the  army  be- 
ing in  pofleflion  of  all  the  ftrong  holds  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  bay,  fuch  a  fpirit  of  chearfulnefs,  unanimity j  and  refo- 
lution,  actuates  the  whole  of  our  little  force  both  by  land  and 
fea,  (notwithftanding  the  amazing  fatigue  they  haVe  undergone), 
that  we  are  under  no  apprehenfions  for  any  attempts  the  enemy 
may  meditate  :  and  from  the  accounts  which  have  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  me  from  captain  Linzee  of  the  Pearl,  who  arrived 
at  Barbadoes  the  13th  inflant,  that  vice-admiral  Byron  was  to 
fail  from  Rhode  Ifland  for  Barbadoes  the  19th  of  laft  month, 
■with  fixteen  fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral  frigates,  there  is  every 
reafon  to  hope  he  will  foon  be  herej  in  which  cafe  affairs  in 
this  country  muft  take  a  very  decifive  turn  in  favour  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  arms. 

Should  any  unforefeen  accident,  however,  prevent  the  vice- 
admiral's  arrival,  their  lordfiiips  will  neverthelefs  be  pleafed 
,  to  affiire  his  majefty,  that  every  thing  which  can  poflibly  be 

done 
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done  by  fo  fmall  a  body  of  troops,  and  fo  few  fhips,  againft  a 
force  fo  very  fuperior,  will  be  effe£led. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  letter  without  acquainting  you,  that, 
in  all  probability,  our  operations  here  have  hitherto  faved  the 
iflands  of  St,  Vincent  and  Grenada,  which,  we  underftand  from 
fome  officers  who  are  prifoners,  were  the  objedl  of  Count 
D'Eftaing's  expedition,  when  a  floop  that  had  efcaped  from  this 
illaad  falling  in  with  him,  and  giving  him  notice  of  our  being 
here,  dircdled  his  attention  towards  us.     I  am,  i^c. 

SAM.  BARRINGTON. 

P.  S.  I  have  the  fatlsfaftion  to  add,  that  this  morning  the 
fquadron  got  poffelhon  of  an  American  privateer  of  eighteen 
guns,  called  the  Bunker-fiill,  which  at  day- break  was  difco- 
vered  within  reach  of  our  guns;  and  having  ftruck,  upon  find- 
ing fhe  could  not  efcape,  the  boats  towed  her  within  the  line 
before  any  of  the  French  fleet  could  get  to  her  affiftance.  She 
failed  from  Salem  the  2d  inftant,  and  was  intended  to  cruize 
fifteen  leagues  to  windward  of  Barbadoes,  but  had  mifTcd  that 
jfland  and  fallen  to  leeward, 

2Aih  Dec.  ij-jS.  SAM.  BARRINGTON. 

JExtraSi  if  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear-admiral  Barrington 
to  Mr.  Stephens. 

Prince  of  TValeSy  in  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  in  thi 
Ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  Jan.  6,   1779. 

SIR, 

*  Tou  will  herewith  receive  th?  duplicate  of  a  letter  I  wrote 
to  you  the  i^d  and  24th  of  laft  month  (No.  23.),  and  difpatch- 
cd  to  Governor  Hay  of  Barbadoes,  to  be  forwarded  from  thence: 
to  England  by  fome  faft- failing  veflel,  that  my  Lords  Commii- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty  might  have  it  in  their  power  to  refute 
any  mifreprefentation,  which  ^ount  lyEftaing  may  have  trauf- 
mitted  to  his  court,  of  the  fituation  of  his  majefty's  forces  in 
thofe  feas. 

From  the  ftate  of  inaflivlty  in  which  the  Count  continued 
for  feveral  days  after,  I  began  to  conceive  it  was  his  intention 
to  for-iTi  a  blockade  with  a  view  of  ftarving  ui  into  a  furrender  i 

bui^ 
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but,  to  my  utter  aftonifliment,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th. 
(having  re-embarked  his  troops  during  the  preceding  night)  he 
tetired  with  his  whole  force  towards  Martinique,  and  left  us  in 
quiet  pofleffion  of  the  ifland,  which  capitulated,  whilft  his  fleet 
was  fiill  in  fight,  upon  the  terms  1  have  the  honour  to  in- 
clofe  *. 

I  ftiould  be  very  much  wanting,  were  I  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  to  omit  acknowledging  the  airin:ance  i  received  from- 
major-general  Grant  and  the  forces  under  his  command,  aa 
well  as  exprefling  my  intire  fatisfa(5tion  with  the  conduO,  not 
only  of  commodore  Hotham,  the  feveral  commanders,  and  the 
reft  of  the  officers  of  the  fqu  idron,  but  alfo  of  the  people  in- 
general,  who  never  in  the  lead  repined  at  their  precarious  (itua- 
tion  and  the  difficulties  they  hourly  encountered,  but  ftill  per* 
formed  their  duty  with  alacrity  and  fpirit,  and,  fenfihle  of  the 
additional  fatigue  the  troops  underwent  in  occupying  more  eX"» 
tenfive  ports  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fquadron,  than  there  woul4 
otherwife  have  been  occafion  for,  laboured  with  the  utmoft 
chearfulnefs  in  conveying  provifions,  l^c.  for  them,  through 
roads  that  were  almoft  impaffable,  and  moft  of  them  without 
{hoes  to  their  feet. 

I  likewife  beg  leave  to  mention  to  their  lordfliips  the  verv 
great  affiftance  I  received  fi-om  captain  Barker,  the  agent  of 
tranfports,  and  the  fervices  of  lieutenant-governor  Stuart,  of 
the  ifland  of  Dominica,  who  has  done  me  the  favour  of  offi- 
ciating as  an  honorary  aid-de-camp  between  the  general  and 
myfelf,  having  accompanied  me  upon  this  expedition,  in  hopes 
that  his  majefty's  arms  migiit  afterwards  be  employed  in  reco- 
vering that  ifl.md  ;  where,  from  his  perfect  knov/ledge  of  it,  he 
mufl  be  particularly  ufeful,  and  therefore  offered  himfelf  as  a 
vohmteer. 

What  has  become  of  the  enemy's  fleet  flnce  its  departure 
from  hence  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  learn  ;  but  I  hope 
vice-admiral  Byron,  who,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you, 

*  The  articles  of  capitulation  for  St  Lucia  were  merely  an  exchange  of  fove- 
Teigns.  The  peaceabl;  iiihai»itarits  were  fecured  in  all  their  p  fllflims,  and  no- 
ib»i2  W2S  made  cpturc  of  but  f^tts,  magazines,  and  military  florts. 

arrived 
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arrived  here  this  morning,  with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  will  very 
foon  be  able  to  give  their  lordfliips  that  information;  and,  that 
rear-admiral  Sir  Pfcer  P<?rker  and  the  governor  of  Jamaica 
may  be  upon  their  guard,  in  cafe  of  its  appearance  in  thof« 
feas,  I  have  fenr  the  Ariadne  to  Antigua,  with  letters  to  be  for- 
warded to  them  fiom  thence  by  fome  fafl-fiiiling  velTeJ,  which 
I  have  requelled  governor  Burt  to  difpatch  for  that  purpofe. 

I  have  great  latiofacf.bon  in  hearing,  fiiice  the  capitulation* 
that,  when  Count  D'Ei"t,iing  was  diretled  hither  by  the  floop  I 
mentio:  ,i  in  my  letier  (Wo.  23),  he  was  bound  firll  of  all  tp 
Barbadoes,  in  expectation  of  finding  there  only  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  Boyne,  and  fome  frigates  ;  of  which  he  had  re- 
feived  intelligence  from  a  French  flag  of  truce  I  had  ordered 
away  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  Venus. 

I  am  forry  to  add,  that  the  Ceres,  which  was  miffing  when  I 
fent  away  that  letter,  appears,  by  the  Martinique  Gazette,  to 
have  been  taken,  after  a  chace  of  forty-eight  hours,  by  the 
Iphigenie,  a  French  frigate  of  36  guns ;  but  I  have  no  account 
of  it  from  captain  Dacres,  or  any  of  her  ofhcers. 

I  cannot  help  regretting  the  lofs  of  this  floop,  not  only  as 
/lie  failed  remarkably  well,  but  as  captain  Dacres  is  an  ofiiccr 
of  infinite  merit.  I  have,  however,  in  order  to  replace  the  Ce- 
res, as  the  Bunker-Hill  privateer  has  the  reputation  of  being  a 
very  faft  failer,  (which  her  log-book  confirms),  commifTioned 
her  as  a  floop  in  his  majefty's  lervice,  by  the  name  of  the  Sur- 
prize, (being  exprefTive  of  the  manner  in  which  flie  came  into 
our  pofTeflion),  and  appointed  lieutenant  James  Brine,  firft 
lieutenant  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  be  mafter  and  com- 
mander of  her,  with  a  complement  of  one  hundred  and  twentv- 
five  men.     She  mounts  18  carriage  and  8  fv/ivel  guns. 

For  further  particulars,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  their  lordfliips 
to  captain  Robertfon  of  the  Weazle,  v/ho  will  have  the  ho- 
nour of  delivering  thefe  difpatches,  and  whofe  condu61  as  ai> 
ofScer  merits  their  lordfliips  protection,  and  every  favour  they 
can  pofTibly  fliew  him.     I  am,  ^c. 

SAM.  BARRINGTON. 


FINIS, 
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